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President’s Letter 
January 2026 

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I hope this message finds each of you well. Many things have 

been taking place within the General Council over the last several months. 

Maranatha College now has its first online course available! If you would like to take the course, you may 

find it on the MaranathaCollege.org website. 

We have also been working closely with the Jamaican Council Church of God (Seventh Day) as they 

continue to recover from the recent hurricane devastation. In addition, we have been collaborating with the 

groups who rent our facilities to continue improving both the grounds and the buildings. 

Here is a note of encouragement:  There are days when we feel down, depressed, tired, defeated, or simply 

“blah.” It is on those days especially that we must lean on our faith. 

Ephesians 2 reminds us of the incredible transformation God has worked in us: 
And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 

spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted 

ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were 

by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus.  — Ephesians 2:1–6 (NKJV) 

What a powerful reminder that even in our lowest moments, God has already lifted us up through Christ. We 

are alive in Him, strengthened by His grace, and seated with Him in heavenly places. 

May this truth encourage your heart today. 

Earl Rice, President 

General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.  
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“For by grace are you saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God...” Many 
will quote this verse of Ephesians 2:8 and tell you the 
law of God has been abolished.  

But Jesus answered the young man who asked 
Him how he might have eternal life, by saying, “If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments” (Matthew 19:17).  

Many say Law and Grace do not mix! Is that true? 
How can we reconcile what Christ said to the rich 
young man and what Paul wrote to the Ephesians? 
Were Jesus and Paul of different opinions as to how a 
person is saved?  

The way of Salvation can be understood—your 
Bible makes it plain—here then is the truth of how 
you can have eternal life.  

All of God’s Word 
The verse in Ephesians 2:8 is an inspired part of 

God’s revelation to man—but so also is Matthew 
19:17! Do you believe what Paul wrote to the 
Ephesian church? Do you believe what Jesus said to 
the young man? If you believe that the Bible is 
inspired, your answer must be a resounding YES!  

Jesus said elsewhere that the scripture cannot be 
broken—in other words, there cannot be any 

contradictions in the Word of God. The verse, “For 
by grace are you saved” is true -very true. No one can 
save themselves by their works. You can work, 
perform, do things for a thousand lifetimes, and still 
you will never work your way into eternal life. Your 
works, of themselves, will not save you.  

God’s salvation is a gift—it comes by the way of 
grace through faith. But can God’s grace be turned 
into something He never intended? Yes indeed! 
Toward the end of the first century AD, Jude wrote: 
“...when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the 
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto 
you, and exhort you that you should earnestly 
contend for the faith that was once delivered unto the 
saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, 
[they looked like Christians but were 
deceivers],...ungodly men, turning the grace of God 
into lasciviousness...” verse 3-4.  

Even before the end of the first century the way of 
salvation was being corrupted. God’s grace was being 
abused, twisted, turned into something other than 
what God said it was.  

SOMETHING YOU CAN EARN! 
Salvation comes as a gift—by grace—given to us 

by the Father. Our works, our deeds cannot earn us 
the right to eternal life. But there is something we can 
most definitely earn by what we have performed.  

Turn to Romans 6:23 and read there what it is: we 
can earn, “For the wages, [the payment we are 
rightly due because we’ve worked for it] of sin is 
death...” What we have earned by sinning is Death—
that is the eternal death, the second death 
(Revelations 20:6, 14-15), from which there is no 
resurrection.  

Again. the last part of verse 23 says that eternal 
life is God’s free gift; His to give to us; not 
something we can demand because we’ve earned it.  

WHAT IS SIN? 
We can earn by sin—death! The next question we 

should ask and answer is: “What is sin?” What does 
God say sin is? Does He define it for us, or is it left to 
us to decide what sin is?  

The word of God does define sin for us. The 
Bible definition is, 1 John 3:4: “Whosoever 
committeth sin transgresseth also the Law: for sin is 
the transgression of the law.”  

by Keith Hunt 
(All scriptures in this article are from KJV.) 

AS SHOCKING AS IT MAY 

SOUND, NOT ONE IN A 

HUNDRED CHRISTIANS 

UNDERSTANDS WHAT 

BEING SAVED BY GRACE 

REALLY MEANS. IN THIS 

ARTICLE THE TRUTH WILL 

BE MADE PLAIN. 
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Now what law is John speaking about? Paul 
answers, “...I had not known sin, but by the law: for I 
had not known lust except the law had said, Thou 
shalt not covet” (Romans 7:7).  

What law contains the command “you shall not 
covet?” Why, the Ten Commandment Law of Exodus 
20. The marginal reference of many Bibles will, for 
verse 7, take you to the Ten Commandments in 
Exodus 20.  

James further testifies that if we break only one of 
these commands of God, we are guilty, we become a 
transgressor, we sin! “For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said 
also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet 
thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the 
law” (James 2:10-11).  

WHO HAS SINNED? 
Sin then is breaking any one of God’s Ten 

Commandments, as amplified by Jesus Christ and the 
entire Word of God (see Jesus’ amplification of the 
law in Matthew 5:7). Has anyone kept the law of God 
completely, perfectly; so 
no sin was incurred? Yes! 
Speaking of Jesus Christ, 
Paul wrote that He was 
tempted like we all are, 
but He never sinned; not 
once (Hebrews 4:15).  

What about the rest of 
mankind? Are only some 
sinners while the rest are 
not? The Psalmist wrote, 
“The Lord looked down 
from heaven upon the 
children of men, to see if 
there were any that did understand, and seek God. 
They are all gone aside, they are all together become 
filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one” (Psalms 14:2-3).  

Paul translates this passage as, “There is none 
righteous, no not one: (righteousness is defined as all 
God’s commandments, Psalms 119:172), there is 
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God...there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one” (Romans 3:10-12).  

God inspired Paul in verse 23 of this third chapter 
of Romans to write, “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” Earlier in this chapter Paul 
had stated in verse 9 “...for we have before proved 
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin.”  

All mankind has sinned; the only exception was 
Jesus Christ. He only of all humans was without sin. 
He alone has kept the law of God completely 

perfectly, all the rest have broken that law, have 
sinned, have earned the wages of sin; Death.  

CUT OFF FROM GOD 
God is holy, (1 Peter 1:15-16). He is perfect 

(Matthew 5:48). His very nature and character is that 
of perfection. God the Father and Christ Jesus are 
righteous, (1 John 3:7), there is no sin in them at all 
(v 5).  

God’s law is perfect (Psalms 19:7). His 
commandments are righteousness (Psalms 119:172). 
God’s righteousness is forever (Psalms 111:3). To 
sin, as we have seen, is to break and go against the 
very character of God; His perfect, holy, spiritual law 
(Romans 7:12, 14).  

The Father and the Son have never sinned, but the 
rest of mankind have sinned, have broken that perfect 
and holy law. What has this sinning of ours done to 
our relationship with the Father?  

God answers us through the prophet Isaiah, 
“Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save, neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear: but your iniquities have separated between you 

and your God, and your 
sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not 
hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2).  
Our sins have cut us off 
from God, we stand 
condemned to death, our 
wicked deeds, our work 
of sin has earned for us 
the wages of death. But 
God the Father is a God 
of love (1 John 4:8). 
Although we deserve to 
die, He loves us, He 

wants to save us from death. The Father, even before 
the foundation of the world, knew mankind would 
sin, and so He planned how man could be rescued 
from the penalty of sin: death. God had determined to 
save us, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began, (2 Timothy 1:9). 
God had determined to buy us back from death 
through His very own Son, and this plan of 
redemption was formulated before the world was 
founded, (1 Peter 1:19-20). God is so wonderful and 
merciful that he gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life, (John 3:16).  

Sin has separated us from God, has cut us off, but 
there is a way we can be reconciled. The Father has 
made a way by which our sins can be forgiven and 
the death sentence taken away from us.  

SIN HAS SEPARATED US  

FROM GOD, HAS CUT US  

OFF,... BUT THE FATHER HAS 

MADE A WAY BY WHICH OUR 

SINS CAN BE FORGIVEN,... 
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GOD’S CALL TO MANKIND 
The first step to salvation that we must do is to 

respond to the call of God, “For the promise is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all that are far off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 
2:39). What does God call out? Paul tells, “And the 
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 
17:30). Jesus said, “I tell you...except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:5).  

God inspired Isaiah to write, “Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call upon him while he is 
near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7). On the day of Pentecost, 
Peter cried out to the people, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins...” (Acts 2:38).  

A little later Peter again shouted, “Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out.” (Acts 3:19). We are sinners, sin has cut 
us off from God, we are under the sentence of death. 
But God says if we repent of being sinners, if we are 
willing to change, to be converted to His thoughts and 
ways, our sins can be forgiven, blotted out of the 
book of death, so to speak.  

Listen again to what God calls out to us through 
the apostle John, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).  

Another time, “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).  

Just as a murderer on death row must show by a 
humble, contrite, and repentant attitude, that he is 
broken up over what he has done and never wants to 
commit that crime again if he is to stand any chance 
of obtaining mercy or grace, so it is with us before 
God. We must show God that we have repented of 
our transgression of His holy law—that we want to 
change our way of life to conform to His way. Upon 
manifesting that attitude, God says He will show us 
mercy—our sins will be blotted out—forgiven.  

And just as the murderer on death row cannot 
possibly earn his forgiveness by his repentant 
attitude, or anything he can do after he has murdered, 
so it is with us. Our repentance does not, cannot, earn 
our forgiveness with God. It is merely a condition 
that the Father lays down in order for us to receive 
His free pardon of our sins.  

When rightly understood, even the ability to come 
to repentance is a gift from God. As no one can come 

to Christ and accept Him as Savior unless the Father 
draws him with His Spirit. You will see this truth by 
reading these scriptures: John 6:44, 65; 16:13; 
2 Timothy 2:24-26. We do have our part to do: we 
must humble ourselves, we must have the proper kind 
of respectful fear of God (Isaiah 66:2) and then God 
will look to us and give to us, as one of His gifts, the 
ability to repent which in turn leads to the forgiveness 
of our sins through faith in Christ Jesus.  

WHAT IS GOD’S GRACE? 
It is written, “...the Lord is gracious...” (Psalms 

111:4). The word “grace” can have manifold 
meanings. The World Book Dictionary gives a long 
passage as to the various meanings of the word 
“grace.” But in connection with theology they say, 
“God’s free and undeserved favor to, and love for, 
mankind....” They also state grace is “mercy, 
clemency, pardon, forgiveness.”  

If someone has done you wrong and justice would 
demand that they pay the prescribed penalty for their 
wrong actions, but you have compassion on them and 
put aside the right to exercise the justice of the law, 
you have shown clemency, you have had mercy, you 
have granted pardon, you have shown grace to the 
wrong-doer. Grace or mercy is a quality of character 
that comes from a person when he could just as easily 
demand the penalty of the law be enforced.  

Being shown grace does not mean you are in a 
condition of being free to henceforth live as you 
please and break with impunity the laws of the land. 
The murderer, being shown grace or forgiveness, is 
not free to just go out and murder again; of course 
not! Law enforcement agencies have no problem 
understanding what grace is, but some theologians 
and professing Christians have a terrible time in 
understanding the grace of God.  

The grace of God is an attribute; one of the many 
qualities of God. It is the ability of God to forgive or 
blot out the sins of any person, to show mercy or 
undeserved favor in not claiming the justice of the 
law be carried out on the person, which for us would 
mean eternal death.  

But as God’s law is eternal and stands fast forever 
(Psalms 111:7-8) and as the penalty or wages for 
breaking His law is death, the law must be satisfied. 
If God could have taken His magic wand and said, 
“law be gone, be no more” then there would be no 
transgression, “for where no law is, there is no 
transgression” (Romans 4:15). You cannot get a 
speeding ticket if there is no law to tell you that you 
must not go over a certain speed. If God’s law has at 
any point in time been “done away,” then nobody 
from that time on has sinned, for sin is the 
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transgression of the law. And so, a savior would not 
have been needed.  

The truth is, God’s law has never been abolished, 
so the penalty for breaking it must be satisfied, it 
must be paid.  

We have all sinned, we are under the law’s 
penalty, which is death. God says there is a way to get 
out from under that death sentence. The first step is to 
repent of sinning, to repent of breaking the law of 
God. But the death penalty must be satisfied. The 
next step of God’s plan now comes into play.  

HOW WE ARE JUSTIFIED 
A word that is used many times in the Bible, 

especially in the New Testament, with reference to, 
and in connection with salvation, is the word 
“justification” or “justify.” Again, to many, this word 
is nebulous, they don’t really understand what it 
means. A few minutes spent with a dictionary will 
clarify its meaning.  

The word means and denotes the act of 
pronouncing righteousness, acquitting persons of 
guilt, to clear of blame or guilt. A person who has 
been justified has been acquitted or released from the 
penalty of his error. It is as if he had never been guilty 
of any wrong doing, he stands innocent, forgiven, no 
penalty hangs over him. We have seen that we stand 
as sinners, the law claims our lives, death is the 
sentence, That penalty must be paid, the law is 
immovable. But God has provided a way by which 
we can escape that death penalty. He planned that His 
very own Son would come and die for us, in our 
place. It is as if the son of the judge of the land, who 
is about to enforce the death sentence on all 
murderers, came forward and said he would die in 
their stead and would bear the penalty of death so that 
the law that was broken could be satisfied and the 
murderers could be declared innocent and righteous, 
forgiven of any crime, or justified. 

So Paul wrote, “being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God” (Romans 3:24-25).  

Again Paul wrote,  
For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures...but after the kindness and love of God 
our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us…which He shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior. That 
being justified by His grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

—Titus 3:3-7 

The man about to die for the crime of murder can 
live perfectly, he can obey the laws of the land 
completely, he can do all manner of good deeds, but 
none of them can erase the sentence of death hanging 
over him. He can only escape death by being shown 
mercy or grace by the powers that be.  

God has made our justification, our acquittal from 
guilt, possible through the death of His Son. We must 
believe, have faith, or trust in God, that truly Jesus’ 
death in our stead does satisfy the law’s demand and 
we are declared sinless and righteous.  

And as Paul says, “Where is boasting then? It is 
excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the 
law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law” (Romans 3:27-28). We cannot boast that we did 
some deed to have to make God forgive us.  

Paul, in writing to the Christians at Rome about 
salvation and justification, had to combat the Gentile 
and Jewish doctrine of justification by works or 
deeds. The Jewish sects believed that being 
physically circumcised in the flesh, observing certain 
ritualistic ordinances, performing animal sacrifices, 
and the like, would get you in right standing with 
God, in other words, that certain works would justify 
you. The Gentile religions had similar beliefs. They 
held that by punishing the physical body, by going 
through certain ceremonies, and by sacrificing 
animals, they could please their gods and acquire 
forgiveness of sins. Paul explains this was not the 
way God planned to justify mankind from sin.  

It was not the way to earn your forgiveness. It was 
a matter of God sending His Son in the form of man, 
who died for the sins of the whole world, taking the 
death penalty upon Himself, so all mankind could be 
made free from the penalty of the law.  

It was a simple matter of faith in the promise of 
God. Faith in the fact that Jesus died for us. Faith that 
upon our repentance and acceptance of the death of 
Christ in our stead, the acceptance of Him as our 
personal Savior, that God would forgive us our sins 
and would declare us righteous, sinless in His eyes. 
We would be justified by grace, through faith.  

 

SIN THEN IS BREAKING  

ANY ONE OF GOD’S  

TEN COMMANDMENTS AS 

AMPLIFIED BY JESUS CHRIST. 
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d
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e m
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 m
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d
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 p
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e d
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e b
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 d
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s p
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 d
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 b
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t p
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 b
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 m
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 b
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 b
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 b
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p
o
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b
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b
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 b
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h
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h
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 p
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 f
er

v
en

t 
p
ra
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 c
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at
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p
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 o
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 c
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re
m

ai
n

 s
ep

ar
at

e 
in

 a
 w

o
rl

d
 

th
at

 i
s 

m
o

v
in

g
 t

o
w

ar
d
 e

n
fo

rc
ed

 u
n
if

ic
at

io
n

?
 E

p
h
es

ia
n

s 
4
:1

7
-3

2
; 

5
:1

-1
1
. 

(G
iv

e 
ex

am
p
le

s 
o
r 

in
st

an
ce

s 
o
f 

w
h
at

 y
o
u

r 
lo

ca
l 

ch
u
rc

h
 o

r 
g
ro

u
p
 i

s 
d
o
in

g
 t

o
 s

h
o
w

 i
ts

 s
ep

ar
at

io
n
 f

ro
m

 t
h
e 

w
o
rl

d
.)

  

4
. 

W
h
o
 c

o
m

p
ri

se
s 

th
e 

C
h
u
rc

h
?
 A

ct
s 

2
:4

7
; 

Jo
h

n
 1

7
:3

; 
E

p
h
es

ia
n
s 

4
:4

-
1
5
. 
 

5
. 

W
h
o
 i

s 
th

e 
h
ea

d
 o

f 
th

e 
C

h
u
rc

h
?
 E

p
h
es

ia
n
s 

1
:2

2
-2

3
; 

4
:1

5
. 

 

6
. 

N
am

e 
so

m
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

o
f 

m
em

b
er

s 
o
f 

th
e 

tr
u
e 

ch
u

rc
h
. 

R
o
m

an
s 

6
:1

1
-1

8
; 

1
 J

o
h
n
 3

:1
-1

0
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7
. 

W
h
o
 h

as
 t

h
e 

au
th

o
ri

ty
 t

o
 m

ai
n
ta

in
 o

r 
re

m
o
v
e 

o
u
r 

n
am

es
 f

ro
m

 
m

em
b
er

sh
ip

 i
n
 G

o
d

's
 C

h
u
rc

h
?
 M

al
ac

h
i 

3
:1

6
-1

8
; 

E
x

o
d

u
s 

3
2

:3
2
; 

R
ev

el
at

io
n
 3

:5
; 

R
o
m

an
s 

8
:3

8
-3

9
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8
. 

W
h
at

 
w

as
 

th
e 

p
ri

ce
 

re
q
u
ir

ed
 

fo
r 

th
e 

es
ta

b
li

sh
m

en
t 

o
f 

G
o
d
's

 
C

h
u
rc

h
?
 A

ct
s 

2
0
:2

8
; 

E
p
h
es

ia
n
s 

5
:2

5
-2

7
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9
. 

D
es

cr
ib

e 
th

e 
fo

u
n
d
at

io
n
 u

p
o
n
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

C
h

u
rc

h
 o

f 
G

o
d

 i
s 

b
u

il
t.

 
M

at
th

ew
 1

6
:1

3
-1

8
. 
H

ar
m

o
n

iz
e 

th
is

 t
ru

th
 w

it
h
 L

u
k

e 
6
:4

7
-4

8
. 

 

1
0
. 

Is
 t

h
er

e 
an

o
th

er
 r

el
ia

b
le

 f
o
u
n
d
at

io
n
, 

in
 c

as
e 

th
is

 o
n
e 

d
o
es

 n
o
t 

su
it

 
u
s 

to
d
a
y
?
 T

h
at

 i
s,

 c
an

 w
e 

b
eg

in
 w

it
h
 t

h
e 

“c
o
m

m
an

d
m

en
ts

” 
as

 o
u

r 
m

ai
n
 t

en
et

 o
f 

fa
it

h
?
 1

 C
o
ri

n
th

ia
n
s 

3
:1

1
. 

Th
e 

C
o

m
p

le
te

 S
tu

d
y 

G
u

id
e 

ca
n

 b
e 

fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 t
h

e 
w

w
w

.A
C

TS
fo

rG
o

d
.o

rg
 w

eb
si

te
 

b
y 

cl
ic

ki
n

g 
o

n
 t

h
e 

D
ig

it
al

 S
tu

d
ie

s 
ta

b
 o

r 
fo

r 
p

u
rc

h
as

e 
b

y 
cl

ic
ki

n
g 

o
n

 t
h

e 
St

o
re

 t
ab

. 
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 f
ro

m
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h
e 

M
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si
o

n
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 W
o

rk
 o

f 
th

e 
C

h
u

rc
h

 



 

 

 L
esso

n
 Q

u
estio

n
s:  

1
. 

W
h

y
 sh

o
u

ld
 th

e n
eed

s o
f th

o
se aro

u
n

d
 u

s p
ro

m
p
t u

s to
 relate th

e 
th

in
g
s th

at G
o
d

 h
as rev

ealed
 to

 u
s th

ro
u
g
h

 H
is w

o
rd

?
 A

cts 1
7

:1
6-

1
7

.  

2
. 

H
o
w

 
m

u
ch

 
o
f 

G
o
d

's 
w

ill 
is 

im
p
o

rtan
t? 

D
eu

tero
n

o
m

y
 

8
:1

-3
; 

M
atth

ew
 4

:4
; 7

:2
1
.  

3
. 

W
h
at is o

u
r so

u
rce o

f au
th

o
rity

 to
 teach

 an
d
 p

ractice acco
rd

in
g
 to

 
th

e S
crip

tu
res?

 2
 T

im
o
th

y
 3

:1
6
-1

7
; 2

 P
eter 1

:2
1
; M

atth
ew

 2
8
:1

9
-

2
0

.  

4
. 

H
o
w

 d
id

 th
e o

rg
an

ized
 P

h
arisaic relig

io
n
 o

f C
h
rist's tim

e d
iffer 

w
ith

 C
h
rist an

d
 tru

e relig
io

n
-C

h
ristian

ity
?
 M

atth
ew

 2
3
:1

-4
, 2

3
.  

5
. 

W
h
at 

w
as 

th
e 

o
rig

in
 
o
f 

m
o
st 

o
p

p
o

sitio
n
 
to

 
C

h
rist's 

teach
in

g
? 

C
o
n

trast M
atth

ew
 1

6
:2

1
; 2

6
:3

-4
 w

ith
 M

atth
ew

 2
1
:9

 an
d
 M

ark
 

1
2

:3
7
.  

6
. 

S
h

o
u

ld
 

w
e 

b
e 

p
ersecu

ted
 

b
y
 

o
th

ers 
fo

r 
o
u

r 
S

crip
tu

ral 
p

ecu
liarities?

 W
h

at sh
o

u
ld

 o
u

r reactio
n

 b
e?

 M
atth

ew
 5

:1
2
; L

u
k

e 
2
3

:3
4
; A

cts 7
:5

9
-6

0
.  

7
. 

W
h
at is o

u
r o

b
lig

atio
n
 u

n
d
er th

e G
reat C

o
m

m
issio

n
?
 M

atth
ew

 
2

8
:1

9
-2

0
. W

h
at is req

u
ired

 to
 fu

lfill it? D
o
esn

't it in
clu

d
e so

m
e 

p
ro

v
isio

n
 fo

r d
ev

elo
p

m
en

t an
d
 activ

ity
 b

e
y
o
n

d
 co

n
v

ersio
n
? 

8
. 

A
s w

e seek
 to

 o
b

ey
 all o

f th
e G

o
sp

el d
eliv

ered
 to

 u
s, it is w

ell 
th

at w
e g

u
ard

 ag
ain

st a b
reak

d
o
w

n
 b

etw
een

 th
eo

ry
 an

d
 p

ractice. 
W

h
at w

as th
e A

p
o

stle Jam
es' in

stru
ctio

n
 th

at sh
o

u
ld

 b
e h

elp
fu

l to
 

u
s in

 th
is relatio

n
?
 Jam

es 1
:2

2
-2

5
.  

9
. 

H
o
w

 
d
o

 
w

e 
o
b

e
y
 

all 
o
f 

th
e 

G
o
sp

el 
th

at 
w

e 
h
av

e 
receiv

ed
?
 

G
alatian

s 2
:2

0
. Is it a m

atter o
f ex

ercisin
g
 o

u
r o

w
n

 p
o

w
er th

at 
acco

m
p
lish

es th
is v

icto
ry

?  

1
0
. A

re 
y
o
u

 
k
n

o
w

n
 

to
 

y
o
u

r 
acq

u
ain

tan
ces 

o
n

ly
 

b
y
 

y
o

u
r 

p
ecu

liar 
d
o

ctrin
es, o

r d
o

 th
e
y
 k

n
o

w
 th

at it is y
o
u

r in
ten

tio
n
 to

 p
ractice th

e 
en

tire G
o

sp
el o

f C
h

rist?
 D

iscu
ss. 

Th
e C

o
m

p
lete Stu

d
y G

u
id

e can
 b

e fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 th
e w

w
w

.A
C

TSfo
rG

o
d

.o
rg w

eb
site 

b
y clickin

g o
n

 th
e D

igital Stu
d

ies tab
 o

r fo
r p

u
rch

ase b
y clickin

g o
n

 th
e Sto

re tab
. 
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L
e
s
s
o

n
 4

: M
in

is
try

 o
f W

itn
e
s

s
in

g
  

S
crip

tu
re R

ea
d

in
g
: A

cts 1
:1

-1
1
  

M
e
m

o
ry

 V
erse

: “
G

ive th
a
n
ks u

n
to

 th
e L

o
rd

, ca
ll u

p
o
n
 h

is n
a
m

e, 
m

a
ke kn

o
w

n
 h

is d
eed

s a
m

o
n
g
 th

e p
eo

p
le.”

 (1
 C

h
ro

n
icles 1

6
:8

) 
In

tro
d

u
ctio

n
: In

 th
e g

en
eral sen

se, ev
ery

 p
erso

n
 w

h
o
 b

eco
m

es a 
C

h
ristian

, b
y
 rep

en
tin

g
 o

f sin
 an

d
 tru

stin
g
 Jesu

s C
h
rist fo

r salv
atio

n
, 

b
eco

m
es 

a 
q
u
alified

 
w

itn
ess. 

O
n
ce 

C
h
ristian

s 
h
av

e 
felt 

th
e 

tran
sfo

rm
in

g
 

p
o
w

er 
o
f 

th
e 

G
o
sp

el 
in

 
th

eir 
o
w

n
 

liv
es, 

g
ratitu

d
e 

d
em

an
d
s 

th
at 

it 
b
e 

sh
ared

 
w

ith
 

o
th

ers 
b

y
 

tellin
g
 

th
em

 
o

f 
th

is 
ex

p
erien

ce.  
In

 th
e early

 m
in

istry
 o

f C
h
rist, w

e fin
d
 activ

e w
itn

essin
g
 o

n
 th

e 
p
art o

f th
o
se m

en
 w

h
o

 fo
u
n
d
 C

h
rist to

 b
e th

e M
essiah

, o
r “A

n
o
in

ted
 

O
n
e” 

o
f 

th
e 

L
o
rd

. 
O

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

first 
w

itn
esses 

w
as 

A
n
d
rew

 
w

h
o

 
im

m
ed

iately
 

in
tro

d
u
ced

 
h
is 

b
ro

th
er, 

S
im

o
n
 

P
eter, 

to
 

C
h
rist. 

N
ex

t, 
P

h
ilip

 o
f B

eth
said

a w
en

t to
 N

ath
an

iel an
d
 said

 to
 h

im
, “

W
e h

a
ve fo

u
n
d

 
h
im

 o
f w

h
o
m

 M
o
ses in

 th
e la

w
 a

n
d
 th

e p
ro

p
h
ets, d

id
 w

rite, Jesu
s o

f 
N

a
za

reth
, th

e so
n
 o

f Jo
sep

h
”

 (Jo
h
n
 1

:4
5
).  

T
h
e L

o
rd

 d
o

es n
o

t req
u

ire u
s to

 p
erju

re o
u

rselv
es. H

e n
eed

s n
o

 o
n

e 
o
f u

s as H
is law

y
er. H

e o
n
ly

 d
esires th

at w
e tell o

th
ers ex

actly
 w

h
at w

e 
h
av

e fo
u
n
d
 H

im
 to

 b
e. T

h
e early

 d
iscip

les w
h
o
 w

alk
ed

 an
d
 talk

ed
 w

ith
 

C
h
rist d

id
 n

o
t n

eed
 to

 b
u
ild

 a case fo
r H

is b
ein

g
 th

e M
essiah

. T
h

e
y
 

o
n
ly

 n
eed

ed
 to

 state th
e th

in
g
s th

at H
e h

ad
 d

o
n
e. T

h
e life an

d
 d

eed
s o

f 
C

h
rist 

an
d
 
H

is 
o
w

n
 
statem

en
ts 

co
n
cern

in
g
 
H

is 
id

en
tity

 
w

ill 
alw

a
y
s 

su
ffice.  

M
an

y
 
w

o
rd

s 
o
f 

g
reat 

w
o
rth

 
h
av

e 
b
een

 
p
en

n
ed

 
u
rg

in
g
 
u
s 

all 
to

 
b
eco

m
e 

so
u
l-w

in
n
ers. 

It 
is 

tim
e 

w
ell 

sp
en

t 
th

at 
C

h
ristian

s 
d
ev

o
te 

th
em

selv
es to

 learn
in

g
 tech

n
iq

u
es o

f w
in

n
in

g
 o

th
ers to

 C
h
rist. A

n
d
 y

et, 
th

ere is n
o

 p
aten

t fo
rm

u
la th

at im
p
ro

v
es u

p
o
n

 th
e p

ractice o
f co

n
stan

tly
 

tellin
g
 o

th
ers w

h
at C

h
rist h

as d
o
n
e fo

r y
o
u
.  

W
itn

essin
g
 
sh

o
u
ld

 
b
e 

as 
n
atu

ral 
to

 
a 

C
h
ristian

 
as 

talk
in

g
 
ab

o
u
t 

fish
in

g
 is to

 th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 lo

v
es to

 fish
. In

d
eed

, C
h
ristian

ity
 is so

 m
u
ch

 
m

o
re w

o
n
d
erfu

l th
an

 an
y
th

in
g
 else in

 life th
at it sh

o
u
ld

 alw
a
y
s rem

ain
 

o
u
r first o

rd
er o

f b
u
sin

ess an
d
 o

u
r fav

o
rite to

p
ic o

f co
n
v

ersatio
n
. W

e 
are w

itn
essin

g
 to

 its v
itality

 w
h

en
 w

e treat it as th
e p

rim
ary

 co
n
cern

 o
f 

o
u
r liv

es.  
S

o
m

e w
o
u
ld

 releg
ate all w

itn
essin

g
 to

 th
e m

in
isters w

h
ile o

th
ers 

w
o
u

ld
 sh

ift th
is resp

o
n

sib
ility

 to
 a n

o
n

-ex
isten

t class o
f “laity

.” T
h
e 

ev
id

en
t tru

th
 o

f th
e S

crip
tu

res d
em

an
d
s, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at w
e reco

g
n
ize 

w
itn

essin
g
 an

d
 testify

in
g
 to

 b
e th

e d
u
ty

 o
f ev

ery
 b

eliev
er.  
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u
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C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 t

o
 T

e
a
c

h
  

S
cr

ip
tu

re
 R

ea
d

in
g
: 

2
 T

im
o
th

y
 3

 
M

e
m

o
ry

 V
e
rs

e:
 “

T
ea

ch
in

g
 t

h
em

 t
o
 o

b
se

rv
e 

a
ll

 t
h
in

g
s 

w
h
a
ts

o
ev

er
 

I 
h
a
ve

 c
o
m

m
a
n
d

ed
 y

o
u
: 

a
n
d
, 

lo
, 

I 
a
m

 w
it

h
 y

o
u
 a

lw
a
ys

, 
ev

en
 u

n
to

 t
h
e 

en
d
 o

f 
th

e 
w

o
rl

d
.”

 (
M

at
th

ew
 2

8
:2

0
) 

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

: 
In

 t
h

is
 l

es
so

n
 w

e 
p

la
ce

 e
m

p
h

as
is

 o
n

 w
h

at
 m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
ca

ll
ed

 t
h
e 

re
st

, 
o

r 
re

m
ai

n
d

er
, 

fo
r 

th
e 

G
re

at
 C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
. 

W
h

o
 c

o
u

ld
 

co
u
n
t 

th
e 

w
o
rt

h
w

h
il

e 
v
o
lu

m
es

 t
h
at

 h
av

e 
b
ee

n
 w

ri
tt

en
 a

b
o
u
t 

th
e 

fi
rs

t 
p
ar

t 
o
f 

th
o
se

 d
el

eg
at

ed
 r

es
p
o
n
si

b
il

it
ie

s 
to

 t
h
e 

C
h
u
rc

h
?
 M

an
y
 s

er
m

o
n
s 

ar
e 

p
re

ac
h
ed

 t
o
 c

o
n

g
re

g
at

io
n
s 

te
ll

in
g
 t

h
em

 t
o
 g

o
 f

o
rt

h
 t

o
 c

o
n
v
er

t 
an

d
 

b
ap

ti
ze

 a
s 

C
h
ri

st
 c

o
m

m
an

d
ed

. 
A

n
d
 y

et
 n

ei
th

er
 c

an
 w

e 
ig

n
o
re

 t
h
e 

re
st

 
o
f 

th
at

 c
o
m

m
an

d
. 

W
e 

m
u
st

 a
cc

ep
t 

o
u
r 

o
b
li

g
at

io
n

 t
o
 t

ea
ch

 t
h
es

e 
“b

o
rn

-
ag

ai
n

” 
an

d
 b

ap
ti

ze
d
 b

el
ie

v
er

s 
al

l 
o
f 

th
e 

th
in

g
s 

th
at

 C
h
ri

st
 c

o
m

m
an

d
ed

. 
H

o
w

 t
ru

e 
it

 i
s 

th
at

 i
t 

co
st

s 
u
s 

so
m

et
h
in

g
 t

o
 k

n
o
w

 t
h

e 
tr

u
th

 o
f 

th
e 

S
cr

ip
tu

re
s!

 T
ru

ly
, 

it
 i

s 
p
it

if
u
l 

th
at

 m
u
lt

it
u
d
es

 o
f 

p
eo

p
le

 i
n
 t

h
e 

m
aj

o
r 

d
en

o
m

in
at

io
n
s 

k
n
o

w
 s

o
 v

er
y
 l

it
tl

e 
tr

u
th

. 
H

o
w

ev
er

, 
th

o
se

 w
h

o
 a

re
 a

w
ar

e 
o
f 

tr
u
th

, 
b
u
t 

n
o
t 

p
ar

ti
cu

la
rl

y
 i

n
te

re
st

ed
 i

n
 s

ac
ri

fi
ci

n
g
 t

o
 d

is
se

m
in

at
e 

it
, 

ar
e 

al
so

 t
o
 b

e 
p
it

ie
d
. 
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Are you Secure in God’s Love? 
by Roy Henderson 

Security! That’s the word that is uttered very 
frequently when people talk seriously about life. 
Everyone wants to feel secure.  

When a person first comes into this world, he 
or she needs to feel secure. Every person’s 
attitudes, that are formed quite young, are based 
very much on whether or not he feels secure. 
Everyone needs to feel this intangible security in 
his home, on his job, at his school, everywhere. We 
crave security, no matter who we are and no matter 
how independent we become. We may think that 
we don’t need security, but actually many times 
we’re just changing the places we get it from.  

For example, a boy or girl becomes more 
mature and less dependent upon his or her family. 
They gradually require less security at home, even 
though they still need to feel that they can rely on 
the family if and when it’s needed. However, even 
though their need for security at home may 
diminish, they still need to feel secure in other 
areas of their lives.  

They need to feel the security of being accepted 
by their peers at school and other places. When 
they enter the job field, they will need to feel secure 
about their positions there and being accepted by 
their fellow workers. 

Now we’ll meet all kinds of people in this life, 
and maybe some would seem not to need security. 
But everyone does to a certain extent, in some area 
of his life. The reason some people would seem to 
reject security is, many times, because they have 
been deprived of it in their homes or elsewhere. 
However, deep down these people really do want to 
feel secure.  

When people feel insecure, they’re never as 
good at what they’re doing as they could be. If a 
worker is insecure, he can’t do as good a job as he 
otherwise could be doing, no matter how good he 
is performing now. The same goes for all walks of 
life and all positions in life, whether we’re a 
student or a teacher, a husband or a wife, a child or 
a parent; whoever and whatever we are. And this 
goes for Christians, too! 

You know, Satan would like nothing better than 
for Christians to feel insecure about themselves, 
their relationship with God, or eternal life itself, 
and there are people who do feel insecure about 
these things, even though they claim to be 
steadfast Christians. 

Why? Why do people feel insecure about 
themselves or about things around them? What’s 

missing out of their lives that isn’t in someone 
else’s?  

Many times the thing that is missing is love. 
Yes, Love! In most cases, if a person is loved and 
knows that he’s loved, he will be much more 
secure in life and will have a better outlook on 
everything. This is also important for Christians. 

In order for a Christian to feel secure and have 
the right perspective about things, he or she needs 
to feel loved. We hear many times what we need 
to do in life, or what we shouldn’t do, and these 
things are necessary in order to know how to live. 
However, sometimes we need to stop and think 
about how we’re loved. 

If we’re discouraged or questioning, if we don’t 
feel the security that we need, maybe it’s because 
we’re not feeling the love that God has for us. God 
tells us that He loves us in many places in the 
Bible. 1 John 3:1, Jeremiah 31:3, and Luke 12:6,7 
are just a few places. He also will show us His love 
if we but let Him (Luke 12:22-30). 

Yes, God Loves us and is concerned for our well
-being. We need to realize that every day. God’s 
love for us doesn’t end, ever. Maybe we step away 
from His love, or don’t accept it sometimes, but the 
feeling that God has for people will not end. Even 
when people reject Him and are eventually 
destroyed, that doesn’t mean that God stops 
loving. If they would sincerely turn to Him and 
accept Him, He would love them as much as 
anyone. So, it’s not God’s love that stops, but 
rather people who stop short of it. 

We are told in 1 Timothy 6:6, that “Godliness 
with contentment is great gain” (KJV). Can we 
really feel “contentment”, feel sufficient, feel 
secure, unless we feel loved? I don’t think so. 

We’re not talking about becoming complacent 
or so independent that we turn our backs on God 
and we’re not talking about the “prosperity of 
fools” mentioned in Proverbs 1:32 (KJV). We’re 
talking about being able to feel good about life 
because we feel wanted and cared for and loved. 

We may search for security and love in many 
places and perhaps obtain a certain amount, but 
until we look to the Creator of these things, we 
won’t feel the fullness of either one. If we do look 
to God, we can feel secure no matter who we are, 
where we are, or what we’re doing. 

Remember: “For God so loved the 
world…” (John 3:16 KJV). That includes all of us. 
Are you feeling that love? Are you feeling that 
security?   

A BLAST 

from the PAST 
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Daughters of the King 

A Word that Causes Doubt 
by Terri Parry 

There is a little, two-letter word that causes doubt 
in much of what we do in today’s society. It is not a 
positive word, and it is my opinion that a Christian 
should not use it! Have you guessed the word? 

In Swedish, Old Norse, Old High German and 
Old English, this word means doubt. I can’t find 
where it was used in Christ’s time. It was rarely used 
from the late 18th century to the mid-18th century. 
Since then, it has been used more and more 
frequently to cause doubt. It doesn’t surprise me that 
the devil is working harder than ever to confuse 
people about life, death, gender, family, faith, and 
God. 

Someone told me that everyone has a degree of 
faith. But I disagree because most adults don’t have 
the faith of a child. Faith is trust, and a child trusts 
that Dad will catch him before he falls or tell him the 
truth when he asks. I know some dads are not there 
for their children, but a true Christian father (like our 
Heavenly Father) will be there for His children 
without question or excuses. 

Have you guessed the word yet? It is “if.” The 
word can be avoided when you try to break the habit 
of using it. There are four ways in which we use this 
word: excuses, bargaining, condition/assumption, and 
possibility. 

1. Excuse – If there wasn’t so much traffic (or so 
many red lights), I would not have been late. 
Instead – I should have left earlier because it 
is better to be early than late. 

2. Bargaining – If you do this, I will do that. 
Instead – I will do this (or not do this) whether 
you do that or not. 

3. Condition/Assumption – I will run that race if 
I can build up my body by then. Instead – I 
will do my best to finish the race because God 
will help me get my body in condition for this 
challenge. (I know that God has conditions for 
us so He can bless us, but be careful not to put 
conditions on God for your benefit.) 

4. Possibility – Please heal my friend, if it is 
Your will. Instead – Please heal my friend in 
Your time. God’s willing! This is not a 
question because He is willing and has a plan 
for us. When we say “If it is Your will” we 
are questioning His power. We don’t trust 
Him to do what is best for us. 

You can break yourself from using this doubting 
word just as you have with any other bad habit. Trust 
God, and blessings will come your way. 

 

Greetings all Daughters of Our Great King! 

It is confession time. I struggle with witnessing to others about my faith. I am not a knock-on-doors 
evangelist, but it seems that God brings folks to me—in a doctor’s office, in grocery lines, or other ordinary 
everyday places.   

The other day I was chatting with a lady in the store and the topic of my husband came up. I told her he 
had passed away and she, of course, said she was sorry. I thanked her and we continued to talk about how 
different our lives were without our partners. She asked how long it had been since Don died. I told her it had 
been 10 years and that I really miss him.  

Now here comes my confession. She said to me, “I don’t know about your beliefs, but you know he is 
watching over you.” My reply was that I didn’t believe that he was in heaven watching over me and that I 
believe he is asleep waiting for Jesus to return. Here’s where I messed up…the conversation ended.  

As I started my car to go home, I realized I had missed a beautiful opportunity to tell her Jesus is watching 
over me and my husband can rest in peace until Jesus returns.  

John 16:33; Philippians 4:6-7; Mathew 11:27-30; Romans 8:27-28. These are just a few of the scriptures 
that reassure me that God is taking care of me. The state of the dead is a study in itself. You can request a 
copy of material from the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) that will allow you to study it in 
detail. 

Maybe this is food for thought for us to consider as a reply to the many who believe that the dead are 
angels watching out over us. I don’t think I will forget it again. Pray for me that I will not. 

Linda Palmer 
President of DOK 
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Headquarters Happenings 
Jan-Feb 2026  

By Sophia Fleming 

G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

New Years Greetings to You All! 
We are very excited to share that we have had our 

first student graduate from our Systematic Theology 
course!  We are already exploring the addition of 
other classes to our online course catalog at 
MaranathaCollege.org. If you would like to sign up 
for this free course or for future courses, simply visit 
MaranathaCollege.org and register. You will need to 
verify your email in order to log in for the first time. 

It is truly a privilege to serve in this position and 
to witness the generosity of so many of you who have 
helped support the relief efforts in Jamaica. There is 
still much work to be done, and we look forward to 
continuing our partnership with the Jamaica Council 
as they strive to bless their neighbors. We hope to 
share additional updates in future issues of the 
magazine. 

As a reminder, many of us will be reading 
through the Bible together using the plan highlighted 
on the home page of our website, ACTSforGod.org. 
This plan can also be found on our Digital Studies 
page. We will begin with 90 Days with Jesus, reading 

through the Gospels one chapter at a time.  This, 
along with additional activities as we prepare our 
hearts to celebrate the Lord’s Supper service in 
remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice and His triumphant 
resurrection. We would like to thank the Brazilian 
Churches of God Seventh Day for once again sharing 
this study with us. 

As we enter this new year, I pray that each of us 
will take time to meditate and seek God’s guidance 
on how we can join Him in His work. The Father 
goes before us, preparing the way and softening 
hearts. He asks only that we faithfully share the love 
and joy we have received from Him with those 
around us. 

Cash Flow Analysis  
as of Dec—2025 

Beginning Ending 
Balance Balance 

Sept 30th Nov 30th    Designated Funds  
  Building Fund 758.78 758.78 

  Campmeeting Fund 2,293.07 2,833.07 

  Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00 

  Missions 21,050.34 19,573.51 

  Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00 

  Funds for Operating Expenses 

  General Fund -1,408.54 -5,009.93 

  Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 2,007.26 1,098.91 

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses 

for Fiscal Year 2024/2025 = $10,433.22 

sf 

Ministerial License Applicants 

The Licensing & Credentials Committee 

invites your input regarding the following 

applicants for a Ministerial License. 

• Javier Munguia of Sacramento, CA, USA 

• Kusuma Prakash Nanda of Kurnool, 

Andhra Pradesh, India 

• Delvin Williams of Whitby, Ontario, 

Canada 

In accordance with Article XII of our 

Constitution and Bylaws, this notice serves as 

the first of two postings in the ACTS 

magazine. 

All feedback should be directed to the 

General Council office and must be received 

no later than February 26, 2026. 

Become a Nominating 

Committee Member 

The Board of Directors cordially invites you 

to prayerfully consider serving as a member 

of our newly formed Nominating Committee. 

Committee members will be responsible for 

gathering and submitting names for the 

upcoming Board of Directors and Licensing 

and Credentials elections, which will take 

place during the Annual Business Meeting 

held at Camp Meeting. 

If you are interested, please contact Earl Rice 

or Sophia Fleming through the Headquarters 

Office. 
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“Mother, do you think I can wear my new dress 
to school tomorrow?” asked Judy excitedly. 

“There is yet some work to be done on it, dear, 
but I shall do my best to finish it tonight,” answered 
her mother. 

Eight-year-old Judy Ray was the youngest of 
seven children. Her father struggled hard to keep the 
family fed and clothed. Judy was thankful to have 
hand-me-downs and made-over clothes. To wear a 
brand-new dress would be a thrill indeed. 

Mrs. Ray worked until a late hour putting the 
finishing touches on her little daughter’s dress. By 
midnight it was finished, pressed and ready to wear. 

What a happy little girl skipped to school the 
next morning! She hoped Miss Marshall, her beloved 
teacher, would notice it and tell her it was pretty. 

When she reached the school ground, a group of 
children had already gathered; some older, some 
younger, and some her own age. In the middle of the 
group was one of the older girls, Marcia Hunt, the 
banker’s daughter. 

“Oh, hello, Judy!” she called out. “What’s that 
funny-looking thing you are wearing? Is it your 
brother’s shirt?” and she laughed loudly. “I wouldn’t 
be caught wearing a thing like that.” 

Poor Judy! She was so stunned and shocked she 
couldn’t say a word but burst into tears. How could 
any girl be so cruel! 

She ran to Miss Marshall and, between sobs, told 
her about the incident. The kind-hearted teacher 
comforted her as best she could, but the little girl 
was deeply hurt. “Marcia, come here,” commanded 
Miss Marshall. “You will have to apologize to Judy,” 
she ruled. 

It is never easy to say, “I’m sorry,” but Miss 
Marshall had spoken, and Marcia knew there was no 
appeal. Anyway, if she refused, her mother would 
take up the matter and force her to do it and, perhaps, 
punish her for being rude. 

“All right,” Marcia agreed. “Call her over here 
and I’ll do it.” 

“Oh, no,” Miss Marshall said. “You must go to 
her.” 

“But she’s over there with all the others,” Marcia 
protested. “I can’t apologize with all of them 
listening.” 

“You said it with all of them listening didn’t 
you?” reminded Miss Marshall. “That’s the only 
place to take it back.” 

Marcia pondered over the teacher’s words and 
looked at her inflexible face. Then she looked at the 
group of girls on the school ground. They were all 
watching her, knowing something out of the ordinary 
was in the air. She swallowed hard two or three 
times. 

“Might as well get it over with,” said Miss 
Marshall. 

Marcia marched out to the waiting group, in 
whose center stood the injured little girl. In the 
presence of those who had heard her stinging 
ridicule, Marcia put her arm around Judy and offered 
her a humble apology. 

That incident changed her sharp tongue to one of 
kindness. When she was tempted to say something 
unkind, she thought of Judy Ray’s tear-stained face 
and the teacher’s severe reprimand. 

 

Marcia’s Sharp Tongue 
by LS 
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THE BIBLE 
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of 
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it 
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired 
revelation of God.  
GOD 
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called 
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always 
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and 
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free 
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave 
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose. 
JESUS 
Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man, 
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully 
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning 
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s 
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and 
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children. 
HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at 
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by 
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and 
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and 
purposes. In the New Testament God’s Spirit worked the divine 
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit 
guided the development of the early church and the spreading 
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit 
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement, 
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human 
limitations. 
CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for 
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the 
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing 
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He 
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday 
evening. 
STATE OF THE DEAD 
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting 
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During 
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of 
God’s family will become immortal and those who have 
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time. 
MAN’S CONDITION 
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s 
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in 
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is 
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for 
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their 
own reverse this separation. 
MAN’S SALVATION 
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His 
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into 
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling 
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and 
accepts inclusion to live in God’s family. God’s family will live 
eternally. 
A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION  
God created people to live as members of His family, which 
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy 
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those 
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on 
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose 
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire 
that people love each other more than desire for self. The 
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a 
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of 
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual 
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living. 
THE CHURCH 
God designed creation for people to live in connected 
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God 

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other 
people. The church is the primary community designed by God 
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is 
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s 
followers. The church is not only the local believer communities 
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow 
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish 
God’s work. Individual church communities are human 
organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the 
local group and enables it to do God’s work. Such local 
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and 
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common 
objectives establishes connection between individual churches. 
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the 
relationship of individuals to God: 
Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God 
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His 
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the 
church community. 
The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the 
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of God. 
Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread and to 
drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and blood that 
was sacrificed. And to do this as they had commemorated the 
Jewish Passover. 
The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/Christian 
Passover is for the church, as a community, and for individuals 
to recognize and remember Jesus’s instruction to serve each 
other. 
THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY  
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous 
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable 
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience 
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into 
his family. 

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as 
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and 
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but 
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love 
for creation. 

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses 
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When 
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New 
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers 
located in all nations. 
PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING 
Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual 
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and 
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and 
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God, 
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept 
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the 
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing. 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND  
THE KINGDOM OF GOD  
We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up 
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations 
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will 
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the 
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home 
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from 
sin and the curse of death.  
SIGNS OF THE TIMES  
We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of 
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will 
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities 
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing 
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of 
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those 
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His 
offer of reconciliation to all.  
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Lord’s Supper Service 
The 14th of Nisan (Abib) will begin after sundown on March 31, 2026. 

 General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) 
76th Annual Campmeeting 

June 29—July 4, 2026 

Location: 1827 W 3rd St., Meridian, ID USA 

Northwest Youth Camp 
June 24—28, 2026 

Location: YWAM Camp, 2736 Warm Lake Rd, Cascade, ID 83611 

Join us is supporting the Jamaica Council Hurricane Relief! 
The damage from Hurricane Melissa is still being felt by our brothers and sisters in the Caribbean. The 

Jamaican Council Churches of God Seventh Day has organized a Relief Committee and has already begun 
serving their neighbors. (See Report on Pages 8-9) Please continue to pray for those 
they are serving and for those who are doing this important work. 

Below is a list of some of the needs and ways that they are planning to assist 
those most vulnerable: 

• Build at least 6 one-room homes (Est. Cost $2,000 USD each) 
• Re-roof at least 10 homes  (Est. Cost $650 USD 

each) 
• Misc. Items Needed:  
• Solar lights, Clothes, Sheets, Blankets & Beds  
• Generators for at least 3 churches  
• Care Packages & Water  

If you are feeling led to send funds, please use this QR code 
or you can send us a donation and we will forward  

100% of your donation. 

mailto:adminasst@cogpublishing.org
http://www.actsforgod.org/

