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Ministerial Council Letter 
October 2025 

The schools, Internet, press and all other media have, over the past 30 years, been blasting 
the foundation of our nation: the institution of the family. It is time that we, as a nation and 
people founded on religious freedom and Biblical principles, stand up and rebel against such 
liberal thinking. 

We are now being told and taught in our schools from grade school to college that the 
family is not needed (or required) to be successful and happy. Instead, a variety of 
nontraditional family and relationship types are now part of our culture; to be accepted, 
encouraged and protected by law. 

Our foundation as Christians has always been based upon a strong family structure and has 
been that way from the beginning of time. Now scholars and other media leaders are stating 
that we no longer need this structure; that we can live “however we feel is right and enjoy”. 
Just look at the changes (now seen and heard on TV, movies, and all media) that were 
previously deemed unacceptable by all the Christian community and were excluded and 
censored. 

We need to stand up for our beliefs and promote the family structure in our homes, in our 
churches and community. We are a nation founded on Godly standards, but we are now letting 
the media, the scholars, the special rights groups and other organizations dictate to us how to 
live, how to think, how to act, how to treat others—and essentially how to think and believe. 
The end is near; we can no longer wait for someone else to intervene on our behalf.  

Thomas Kendrick, 
Ministerial Council President 

Ministerial License Applicants 

The Licensing & Credentials Committee 

invites your input regarding the following 

applicants for a Ministerial License. 

• Javier Munguia of Sacramento, CA, 

USA 

• Kusuma Prakash Nanda of Kurnool, 

Andhra Pradesh, India 

• Delvin Williams of Whitby, Ontario, 

Canada 

In accordance with Article XII of our 

Constitution and Bylaws, this notice serves as 

the first of two postings in the ACTS 

magazine. 

All feedback should be directed to the 

General Council office and must be received 

no later than February 26, 2026. 

“Family Relationships:  
with Self,  
with the Church Family, 
and with the World.” 

October 2025’s 

Ministerial Council 

Quarterly Forum 

Exploring— 

Check out— 

ACTSforGod.org/mcforum-family-relationships/  

to watch the Zoom Video and more! 
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When God put Adam and Eve in the Garden of 

Eden, they were living in full fellowship with God 

and with each other. But then they disobeyed God; 

and we, as descendants of Adam and Eve, became 

enemies of God. From that point, we have lived in 

open hostility with God. The Bible tells the story of 

God’s desire to reconcile the sons and daughters of 

Adam to Himself. He has pursued us; pursued a 

relationship with us, in spite of our disobedience. I 

believe it is because of our Heavenly Father’s desire 

for a relationship with us—all of us—that Jesus 

commands us to love our enemies.  

The recent murder of Charlie Kirk has been 

difficult and a challenge for us who believe in God 

and in His Son, Jesus Christ. Charlie was a strong 

advocate for faith in God. He was intelligent. He was 

articulate. He enjoyed talking with people, people 

who disagreed with him about who God was and 

about the cultural issues of our day. It is sad, not only 

because the world has lost that strong voice for faith, 

but we have compassion for his young wife and two 

young children that are feeling a huge sense of loss. 

We pray for his family as they go through this tragic 

time.  

What does it mean in Matthew 5:44 when Jesus 

tells us not to hate our enemies, but to love our 

enemies? It says there to love your enemies and pray 

for those who persecute you. These are hard words to 

obey. And yet, Jesus was our example. It states in 

Luke 23:34 that, when Jesus was on the cross, He 

said, “Father forgive them for they do not know what 

they are doing” (NIV). 

Proverbs 24:17 says, “Do not rejoice when your 

enemy falls, and let not your heart be glad when he 

stumbles” (ESV). Why are we not to rejoice? “Lest 

the Lord see it and be displeased, and turn away his 

anger from him” (v 18 ESV). Verse 20 adds some 

insight, “for the evil man has no future; the lamp of 

the wicked will be put out” (ESV). 

By praying for our enemies, we ask for God’s 

help to intervene in the situation. We are asking Him 

for help to change our hearts, our thoughts and 

attitudes towards that person. We are asking for 

God’s help to change the hearts of those who do not 

know God. And so, we pray—even for the person 

who murdered Charlie Kirk! We pray that he will be 

reconciled to God. We pray that he will turn from evil 

to our Heavenly Father. And we pray that our attitude 

toward him will be pure. Our Lord is all about 

reconciliation. 

Let’s make this more personal. Who are our 

enemies? Do you have enemies? We may not face 

this much in our western culture. Maybe a better way 

to think of this is to ask, “who are our opponents?” 

Do we have opposite views from someone else? Very 

likely we do. Are they our enemies? 

It may be that there is a spectrum involved here 

regarding who we might call an enemy. We may not 

have an “arch enemy,” but we all have those we are 

opposed to, or are in conflict with. Who are those 

people in your life? It might be the Philadelphia 

Eagles if you are a Kansas City Chiefs fan.  

When my son was playing high school basketball, 

there was a school in their conference that always had 

strong basketball teams. His team always lost to 

them! We like to band together with others against an 

Love Your Enemies 
by Steve Boone 
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enemy. It gives us a sense of belonging. When we sat 

in those bleachers at that opposing team’s school, all 

of us parents and fans were united against those 

young men in purple, and cheering on the young men 

dressed in gold. We belonged to the Tigers, the team 

wearing black and gold. Was that other team our 

enemy? Yes, they were. 

We are believers in Jesus Christ, opposed to those 

who don’t believe that He is our personal Savior and 

that, by His death, He atoned for our sins. We belong 

to that group. Those who don’t 

believe are our enemies. Yet, Jesus 

calls us to love those that hold 

opposite views; those that do not 

believe that Jesus was God’s Son, 

who do not believe in a God who 

created the world. How well are we 

doing at loving those who don’t 

share our belief in God?  

How can we practice loving our 

enemies? Family get togethers can 

be a time of conflict. In 

conversations during those visits, the 

issues of the day are discussed. 

Family members that don’t see each other often, but 

may hold opposing views on a variety of topics, cause 

conflict when they get together. Can we have 

discussions about our differing views and still love 

that person? 

What about your spouse? Do you ever have a 

conflict with your spouse? How do you deal with that 

conflict? My wife and I had a conflict when we were 

picking up our grandkids from school recently. She 

was my navigator. I was driving. I thought I knew the 

area around their school and where we were going. 

My wife had a different idea and was using Google 

maps. There were many routes on city streets that 

could have been taken. Let’s just say that I did not 

listen to my wife and went my own route… and that 

we drove farther than needed to get to where we were 

going as a result. The challenge in situations like that 

is to learn to disagree agreeably! 

As believers in Jesus, when we oppose someone 

that does not mean that we are not loving them. This 

is something that our culture does not understand. 

Those who don’t have a Christian ethic see those who 

disagree as enemies and as someone to hate. This is 

where our faith can stand out and make a difference; 

where we can love in the middle of disagreements.  

What does it mean to disagree well? Our faith 

offers a solution and says to love those we disagree 

with. That is what Charlie Kirk did so well. If you 

listen to some of his discussions with college students 

on their campuses, he always respected and was kind 

to those who disagreed with him. He 

disagreed well. That was because he 

had a purpose. He wanted just one 

more person to know about the Lord 

Jesus. Do we have that same purpose in 

mind when we have disagreements? 

Our culture is an enemy-creating 

culture. We tend to build relationships 

depending on who our enemies are. 

There is a saying: “The enemy of my 

enemy is my friend.” We naturally war 

with each other, choose sides and team 

up with those with whom we agree. For 

example: all we need to do is look at 

our children. We don’t have to teach brothers and 

sisters how to fight or argue with each other. It comes 

naturally. But we absolutely must teach them how to 

reconcile and how to build relationships with each 

other!  

What did Jesus do to demonstrate love for His 

enemies? Turn to Matthew 23 and look at the names 

Jesus called the Pharisees. He calls them 

whitewashed tombs and hypocrites and blind guides. 

He said that they were full of greed and self-

indulgence. They were serpents and a brood of 

vipers! He obviously hated them. Right? No! Just the 

opposite. He loved them and wanted to save them 

from themselves. Jesus says there that God sent 

prophet after prophet to Jerusalem, and they were 

rejected. After calling them all those names, Jesus 

gives a lament over Jerusalem and their sin in verses 

37 and 38. He said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one 

who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 

to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 

together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 

The 

challenge in 

situations 

like that is 

to learn to 

disagree 

agreeably! 
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wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is 

left to you desolate.” He was passionate about their 

salvation! Calling out evil is loving your enemy. But 

we need to do that in a loving and respectful way. 

Hate the sin, but love the sinner.  

Why does Jesus say we need to love our enemies? 

He explains in Matthew 5 that our Heavenly Father 

sends rain upon all people, the just and the unjust. His 

creation extends to everyone, even those who are evil 

and opposed to Him! We are not to respond to others 

based upon how they treat us, but we are to respond 

in love, because that is the example of our Heavenly 

Father. To treat our enemy as our enemy leads to a 

cycle of violence. Evil begets evil. We have been set 

free from evil. Part of our consecration and growth is 

to learn to love our enemies.  

There is also a humility in 

loving those who “despitefully use” 

us. We are not God, and we are not 

the judge of others. We will not 

have the final say on our enemy’s 

standing with our Heavenly Father. 

We have the truth that is taught us 

through the Bible and through 

God’s Spirit living in us, but 

judgment belongs to the Lord. It is 

our place to entrust that person to 

the Lord. We do that by praying 

for them.  

To help us love our enemies, we 

need to remember that every person has a history that 

is their very own; a way that they have been sucked in 

to evil. There is a spiritual reality going on with each 

and every person. By our actions we teach 

reconciliation to that person sucked into evil. For that 

person that is sucked in to evil, by our actions, we can 

teach them about reconciliation. The theme of the 

Bible is reconciliation. Jesus calls us to be students of 

reconciliation.  

Loving our neighbor does not mean we are to 

learn how to be a doormat for every bully around us. 

We are not called to “just learn to be a better victim!” 

Love your enemies as Jesus loved His enemies. 

Remember that He called the scribes and Pharisees 

“serpents and a generation of vipers.” We are to call 

people out, but we must be absolutely sure that we are 

in the right when we do so. We are called to have a 

relationship with God and that leads to  wisdom and 

an attitude of peace, grace, and mercy toward our 

enemies.  

Do we stay in those relationships with others that 

are broken people? This calls for wisdom. We are 

called to love people—including those who are our 

enemies. We are not called to stay in a relationship 

with our enemies. There are times when we need to 

remove ourselves from that relationship. Not every 

relationship can be reconciled. However, we need to 

do that in a God-centered way. Our goal is to 

ultimately save them; to reconcile them to God. If we 

are not leading that person to the Lord, it is time to 

limit that relationship with 

boundaries.  Ultimately, God may 

lead us to get out of the relationship.  

Loving our enemy will mean 

that at times we will suffer. 

However, it is vanity for us to say 

when we do suffer that the physical 

or emotional hurt that our enemy 

can do to us is greater than the 

animosity or hate in our heart 

because of our thoughts toward that 

person. The key to loving our 

enemy begins with a changed 

heart!! 

The teachings of Jesus are radical! There is a 

death to self that comes from loving your enemies. 

We are not called to be people pleasers, but servants 

of God. That is what it means to love our enemy.  

We have a merciful and loving God that desires a 

relationship with all of us. I hope this has made us 

think about our enemies in a different light. My 

challenge is this: “Can we pray for our enemies?” 

Let’s pray that our hearts will change in our attitude 

toward our enemies and that the hearts of our enemies 

will change. Pray that we will be instruments of 

righteousness in this world where “man is evil 

continually.”                            

 

The 

teachings 

of Jesus 

are 

radical!  
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Daughters of the King 
Greetings Sisters, 
I was blessed to attend this year’s Treasure Valley Woman’s Retreat. What a blessed time we had of 

sharing blessings and praising our Lord! The theme this year was “He Hath Done Great Things”. We were all 
asked to be the guest speakers by sharing some of the great things God has done in each of our lives. Lots of 
tears, laughs, and hugs. The praise and worship time was inspired and each song led to the next phase of our 
time together. Thanks to all who worked so hard to make it so special. 

Reflecting on all who attended and all the love we shared, I was encouraged to 
read 1 Corinthians 13. We are asked to apply His words in this chapter to all our 
interactions with the world, but especially with fellow Christians.  

I also want to address a bit of Daughters of the King business here. We will be 
electing officers during the 2026 Meridian Campmeeting. We will follow guidance 
from the proposed Bylaw change (if passed). Regardless, all officers will be up for 
election. I encourage you to consider if God is leading you in the direction of 
joining the DOK leadership. If so, please send your name and the office you want to 
be considered as a candidate to any current DOK board member or the General 
Council office. 

God bless and keep you and your families! 
Linda Palmer 
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The pupils in the fifth grade at Greenwood 

were busy studying their spelling words for the test 

that would be given the next day. Suddenly the 

door opened, and a pretty little girl with an arm 

load of books entered the room. As she walked to 

the teacher’s desk, everyone noticed that she had a 

brace on her right leg and walked with a very 

pronounced limp. All the children felt sorry for her 

and could hardly wait for the noon buzzer to sound 

so they might speak to her and get acquainted. 

Peggy, as her name was, soon settled at one of 

the extra desks in the room. The children thought it 

rather strange that she didn’t smile at them when 

they looked up from their books and attempted to 

be friendly. They decided she was just shy, and 

when the buzzer rang, Margy, and several of her 

friends, rushed to Peggy’s desk, introduced 

themselves, and offered to show her around the 

school. 

“No, thank you,” she said coldly. The girls 

were so surprised they couldn’t think of a thing to 

say and slowly turned away and left the room. 

The teacher, Miss Pratt, had been watching the 

girls and was very proud of them for being so 

friendly. She was astonished, as they had been, at 

the new girl’s actions. Thinking the girl was only 

bashful, she said, “You needn’t be afraid to make 

friends with Margy and the other girls; they are 

very nice.” 

Peggy didn’t say anything for a little while 

then burst out with, “Oh, they’re all alike! Just 

curious about my brace. They probably want to be 

able to brag that they were the first to help me up 

the steps, and I can do it very well myself.” 

Suddenly she lay her head on the desk and burst 

out sobbing. Miss Pratt realized that here was one 

very lonely girl who was afraid to make friends for 

fear of what people would say about her leg and 

brace. This was why she put on the “cold” act. 

Taking the girl in her arms, the teacher said, 

“Oh, Peggy, dear, you must learn to risk having 

friends. Most everyone understands and is sorry 

for you. If someone did happen to say something 

rude about your condition, say a prayer and ask 

God to show them how unfair they have been. 

Also, ask God to help you to keep your thought 

right and not be bitter against them. You have to 

realize that these people just don’t know any 

better. Solomon wrote in the book of Proverbs, ‘A 

man who has friends must himself be 

friendly’ (Proverbs 18:24). I want you to be happy 

in this town and school, so you do your part and be 

friendly, and I know you’ll have some wonderful 

friends.” 

Miss Pratt went out in the hall and found 

Margy and the other girls. She explained why 

Peggy had acted so coldly and asked them to make 

another try at being friends with her. “She wants 

friends so badly.” 

The girls, who had been trying to understand 

Peggy’s actions, rushed into the room and said, 

“Come on, Peggy, let’s go eat lunch.” 

Peggy grinned and said, “You bet.” 

Away they all went together as though nothing 

had ever happened. 

That night, as Peggy said her prayer, she 

thanked God for her new friends, and most of all, 

for Miss Pratt, who had showed her that to have 

friends one must show himself friendly. 

By Edna Palmer 

Friends 
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A friend 
will help 
you when 
you fall 
down. 

A friend 
listens 

when you 
are sad. 

A friend 
cheers for 

you. 

A friend 
gets mad 

when they 
don’t get 
their way. 

A friend 
invites you 

to play. 

A friend 
says mean 

things. 

A friend 
doesn’t care 
when you 
are hurt. 

A friend 
asks you to 

disobey 
your 

parents. 

A friend 
prays for 

you 

What makes a good friend?  
Read each scroll below and color the ones that make a good friend  

and put an X on the ones that make a bad friend. 

How can I pray for my friends? 
Write the name of you friend & how you can pray for them.. 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

How can I be a good friend? 
Write some more ways you can show friendship. 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

A friend 
tells the 

truth 
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Christian Women’s Month in Brazil:  
A Journey of Faith Through the Seasons 

 
In August 2025, the Church of God (Seventh Day) in Brazil came 

together to celebrate Mês da Mulher Cristã—Christian Women’s Month. 
Throughout the month, women were honored, encouraged, and 
strengthened in their walk with Christ. The theme unfolded through the 
imagery of the four seasons, showing how God shapes and renews the 
lives of His daughters in every stage of life. 

Spring – New Beginnings (tinyurl.com/3xarhtv7) 
The month opened with a fresh breath of renewal and hope. Just as 

flowers bloom after winter, women were reminded that God brings new 
opportunities and restores hearts. The story of Ruth set the tone, guiding 
the reflections and gatherings that followed. 

Summer – Growth and Strength (tinyurl.com/358zzsyu) 
The second week overflowed with warmth and vitality. 

Teachings on perseverance, prayer, and family life inspired women 
to deepen their relationship with God. They were also urged to bear 
fruit in their homes, churches, and communities. 

Autumn – Harvest and Gratitude (tinyurl.com/yjxe7zzf) 
The third week was filled with testimonies, podcasts, and special 

services that celebrated obedience and faithfulness. Women shared 
how their love, resilience, and service contribute to the harvest of 
God’s Kingdom. Gratitude and joy were present in every encounter! 

Winter – Reflection and Renewal (tinyurl.com/yzsv8ru5) 
As the month drew to a close, women entered a season of 

reflection and spiritual rest. Prayer circles, worship, and heartfelt 
testimonies created sacred spaces to remember God’s faithfulness. 
Many renewed their commitment to live as devoted “Daughters of the King,” 
carrying inspiration and courage into the future. 

Closing Event (tinyurl.com/mr25kafr) 
The celebration ended with a joyful gathering that brought together sisters 

from different congregations. Songs of praise, shared 
prayers, warm fellowship, and a community meal 
made the closing event a living testimony of unity and 
hope. 

Christian Women’s Month in Brazil reminded 
everyone that in every season of life, God calls His 
daughters to grow, to serve, and to shine as radiant 
witnesses of His grace. 
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From the West Meadow 
A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins 

Are you a thankful person? There is so much 
in God’s creation to be thankful for, yet the world 
seems to get in the way: bills, car repairs, inflation, 
marriage problems, child rearing problems. If that 
was not enough, we can expand our list to include 
climate change, wars and fighting, and illegal 
immigration! You know the list could go on and on. I 
guess the question should be “How can you or I be 
thankful in a world that seems so full of problems?” 
Christ said, “I have come that they may have life, and 
that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 

We are offered, through Christ, a life that is 
for the most part free of worry and doubt. Jesus tells 
us, “Do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ … Your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things” (Matthew 6:31-
32). Yet we do worry, don’t we—we wonder how can 
we be truly thankful with all the problems we face. 

The problem is that, for many of us, we tend 
to spend too much time dwelling on the negative. 
This need not be. God gives us several principles that 
can help us focus on the positive. One is found in the 
model prayer Jesus gave to His disciples, Matthew 
6:9-13. In it, Jesus reveals an important principle. 
After addressing our Father in heaven, Jesus tells us 
to venerate His name. That is to give praise and 
reverence and honor and thanks to God—the great I 
Am, the creator and sustainer of all creation. It’s not 
that God needs our praises, so much as we need to 
give them. We need to remind ourselves that there is 
a source of provision, a source of hope, a source of 
love greater than the problems and difficulties we 
face. 

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things [our needs, 
perhaps even some of our desires] shall be added to 
you” (Matthew 6:33). The apostle Paul also reminds 
us how to approach life in view of our relationship 
with the Father. “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I 
will say, rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4). Paul further adds 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known to God; and the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7). 

Instead of spending all our time and thought 
building the walls of negativity, we need to follow 
Paul’s advice. He even adds to it; “Finally, brethren, 
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue and if there is 
anything praiseworthy—meditate [spend time 
thinking and focusing on, learning to apply] on these 
things… and the God of peace will be with 
you” (Philippians 4:8-9). 

Thanksgiving day should be a time of peace, a 
time of sharing, a time for family and friends, a time 
for thanking God for His provision and for His love, 
for the beauty of His creation, and for the giving of 
life more abundantly.  

Are you a thankful person? Peace be unto you. 
 

 

Keep checking back to see  
what’s new!! 

Take advantage of the 
many free study helps! 
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Headquarters Happenings 
Nov-Dec 2025  

By Sophia Fleming 

G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

I can’t believe winter is only around the corner; 
oh, how time flies! 

As you read this issue of the ACTS, we will be 
putting the final touches on the first course for the 
new MaranathaCollege.org. This first course is 
“Systematic Theology – 101,” based on the 
Systematic Bible Study Course lessons developed 
from Systematic Theology by Alva Huffer. The only 
modifications from the original lessons were changes 
to the questions to allow this course to be a self-paced 
program. This format enables students to be graded as 
they progress, allowing them to move forward only 
after successfully completing each lesson. 

As with the original course, there are 29 lessons 
covering topics ranging from the Bible to the 
attributes of God and His Son, as well as sin, death, 
hell, and eternity. The original book explores these 
topics and more in greater depth than these lessons; 
however, they provide a solid understanding of many 
biblical truths. This monumental task has included 
help from many volunteers, and the General Council 
is very grateful to all who have worked hard to bring 
it to completion. Moving forward, we will be looking 
into additional courses and ways to utilize the online 
platform that MaranathaCollege.org provides. As 
with all our endeavors, this is contingent upon God’s 
timing and the resources He makes available. 

Our goal has always been to offer all basic 
courses on this site at no charge to the students. There 
is discussion that, should we expand to include more 
mentored or supervised educational paths, those paths 
would need to be tuition-based. However, our hope is 
that scholarships would be available for those who 
couldn’t afford the courses otherwise. 

 

 

In the previous issue of the ACTS, I mentioned 
several books I had recently read; I would like to add 
one more recommendation to your reading list if you 
are called to support small church growth. Small 
Church Essentials by Karl Vaters argues that small 
congregations, of fewer than 250 members, may be 
exactly the size God wants your church to be. In fact, 
over 90% of churches in the U.S. have congregations 
of fewer than 250 members. The author shares many 
proven principles from his own experience and 
research for leading and serving in small church 
environments. I pray this book is a blessing to many! 

I hope you will join me on the 90-day with Jesus 
reading journey. The insert, graciously shared with us 
by the Churches of God (Seventh Day) in Brazil, 
offers a powerful and practical layout that invites us 
to reflect more deeply as we prepare for the Lord’s 
Supper. In addition, on the reverse side, we’ve added 
the remaining readings so that you can complete the 
Bible by year’s end. On the other side of the insert, 
we have included a second option: this 12-month 
reading plan will help you read the entire Bible 
chronologically in one year. There are also other 
Bible reading plan tools and many study aids 
available on our website. We truly hope that you will 
take advantage of these free resources!  

Many prayer requests and updates have been 
coming into Headquarters. If you’d like to receive 
these prayers and updates, please contact our office, 
and we’ll be happy to add your email address to our 
mailing list. We also invite you to share your own 
prayer needs. We have a loving Father, and it is a 
blessing for His children to come together in prayer 
for one another. 

Blessings to you as you complete this year and 
make plans for the next! 

Cash Flow Analysis  
Beginning Ending 
Balance Balance 

Jul 31st Sept 30th    Designated Funds  
  Building Fund 151.52 758.78 

  Campmeeting Fund 3,093.95 2,293.07 

  Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00 

  Missions 21,216.71 21,050.34 

  Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00 

  Funds for Operating Expenses 

  General Fund 25,887.45 -1,408.54 

  Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 1,250.84 2,007.26 

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses 

for Fiscal Year 2024/2025 = $10,433.22 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly in all wisdom, teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to 

the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16 NKJV) 
sf 
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Let me ask you: “What is Love?” That is a 

question that has been around for a very long time. 

Did you know that love is mentioned 310 times in the 

King James Version of the Bible? The Greeks have 8 

words for Love. They are eros (physical love), philia 

(affectionate love), agape (unconditional love), storge 

(family love), mania (obsessive love), ludus (playful 

love or courtship), pragma (practical love), and 

philautia (self love). Love is not just a feeling or 

emotion—it’s a commitment to act with compassion, 

grace, and selflessness. As seen in 1 Corinthians 13, 

love is patient, kind, not boastful or proud, and it 

doesn’t keep record of wrongs. Jesus modeled this 

perfectly—not just in words but in action. And He 

commands us in John 13:34-35 to love one another 

as He has loved us. That’s a sacrificial, enduring, and 

forgiving love. 

We will be exploring in this article philia love—

often referred to as brotherly love. Rooted in deep 

friendship, mutual respect, and shared values, philia is 

the kind of love that binds communities, strengthens 

relationships, and fosters unity. Unlike romantic or 

familial love, philia is built on a foundation of trust, 

loyalty, and companionship. Whether it’s the bond 

between lifelong friends, teammates, or members of a 

close-knit group, philia plays a vital role in our 

emotional and social well-being. Each one of us 

should love one another. It doesn’t matter what we 

look like, whether we are wealthy or poor, or what 

job we have. Those things are just things and not who 

we truly are. We read the Parable of the Good 

Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.  

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and 

tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do 

to inherit eternal life?” 

He said to him, “What is written in the 

law? What is your reading of it?” 

So he answered and said, “‘You shall love 

the LORD your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, with all your strength, and with 

all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as 

yourself.’” 

And He said to him, “You have answered 

rightly; do this and you will live.” 

But he, wanting to justify himself, said to 

Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain 

man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

and fell among thieves, who stripped him of 

his clothing, wounded him, and departed, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a 

certain priest came down that road. And when 

he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the 

place, came and looked, and passed by on the 

other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he 

journeyed, came where he was. And when he 

saw him, he had compassion. So he went to 

him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 

and wine; and he set him on his own animal, 
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brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

On the next day, when he departed, he took 

out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 

and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and 

whatever more you spend, when I come again, 

I will repay you.’ So which of these three do 

you think was neighbor to him who fell among 

the thieves?” 

And he said, “He who showed mercy on 

him.”  

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do 

likewise.”  

This is how we should live our lives. Loving one 

another and treating people how we would want to be 

treated. Churches grow and shrink. Some of the 

reasons are because of a difference of opinion that 

split the church and made people leave. We still love 

those people who left, even though the split was very 

hurtful. Sometimes personalities can clash and 

tempers can get heated, but we all need to remember 

that we need to love each other and that we each have 

our own opinions. 

In the military, there is a bond that is formed 

between each other. They may joke about the other 

branches of the armed forces and give them a hard 

time. This is reciprocated from those other armed 

forces as well. However, if anyone from any of the 

other services were ever in trouble, you can rest 

assured that all those differences are set aside and we 

would do anything in our power to help them. In 

Army basic training, they pair every person with 

another person called a “battle buddy”. This is so that 

you are never alone and that you have someone 

watching your back and helping with any task that 

was to be performed. When you go into a combat 

zone, you form a bond with those you are serving 

with. Whether you are in a guard post with them or 

out on patrol with them, you are going through the 

same thing as they are, and you get an understanding 

of what they are going through. Imagine if the church 

operated with that same mindset: “I’ve got your back. 

I’ll watch out for you. I’ll carry your burdens.” 

That’s Galatians 6:2 in action: “Bear one another’s 

burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

We, as the church, need to love each other. How 

can we show God’s love and compassion to others if 

we can’t show it to each other? There are times that 

we may feel betrayed, or belittled, or not listened to. 

Some people are more overpowering, and some are 

meek and mild. We need to be open to each other and 

show the love and grace that God shows us. It’s true 

that sometimes differences, personality clashes, or 

hurtful words can divide a church. But love means 

reconciliation. Love means choosing grace over 

grudges. It means remembering that the same God 

who forgave us calls us to forgive and love others. In 

Matthew 5:44, Jesus raises the bar: “Love your 

enemies, bless those who curse you.” That’s not 

weakness—it’s the strength of God working through 

us. 

I would like to challenge each and every one of 

you to pray for someone that you feel has wronged 

you and pray for every one of us that we may go 

forward and show God’s love to everyone around us. 

Praying for those who have wronged us isn’t easy, it 

often requires humility, forgiveness, and a 

willingness to let go of pain. But it’s also one of the 

most transformative acts a person can do. It not only 

opens the door for healing and reconciliation, but also 

brings peace to the one doing the praying. Praying for 

others—even those who have hurt us—shifts our 

perspective from bitterness to grace. It doesn’t mean 

we excuse the wrong, but it means we entrust justice 

to God and allow Him to work in both our hearts and 

theirs. 

Prayer softens hearts. 

Prayer aligns us with God’s will. 

Prayer heals broken relationships. 

When you start praying for someone you’ve been 

hurt by, God often begins healing you first. 
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THE BIBLE 
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of 
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it 
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired 
revelation of God.  
GOD 
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called 
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always 
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and 
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free 
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave 
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose. 
JESUS 
Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man, 
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully 
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning 
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s 
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and 
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children. 
HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at 
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by 
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and 
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and 
purposes. In the New Testament God’s Spirit worked the divine 
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit 
guided the development of the early church and the spreading 
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit 
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement, 
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human 
limitations. 
CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for 
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the 
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing 
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He 
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday 
evening. 
STATE OF THE DEAD 
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting 
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During 
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of 
God’s family will become immortal and those who have 
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time. 
MAN’S CONDITION 
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s 
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in 
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is 
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for 
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their 
own reverse this separation. 
MAN’S SALVATION 
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His 
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into 
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling 
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and 
accepts inclusion to live in God’s family. God’s family will live 
eternally. 
A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION  
God created people to live as members of His family, which 
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy 
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those 
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on 
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose 
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire 
that people love each other more than desire for self. The 
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a 
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of 
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual 
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living. 
THE CHURCH 
God designed creation for people to live in connected 
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God 

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other 
people. The church is the primary community designed by God 
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is 
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s 
followers. The church is not only the local believer communities 
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow 
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish 
God’s work. Individual church communities are human 
organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the 
local group and enables it to do God’s work. Such local 
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and 
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common 
objectives establishes connection between individual churches. 
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the 
relationship of individuals to God: 
Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God 
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His 
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the 
church community. 
The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the 
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of God. 
Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread and to 
drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and blood that 
was sacrificed. And to do this as they had commemorated the 
Jewish Passover. 
The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/Christian 
Passover is for the church, as a community, and for individuals 
to recognize and remember Jesus’s instruction to serve each 
other. 
THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY  
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous 
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable 
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience 
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into 
his family. 

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as 
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and 
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but 
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love 
for creation. 

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses 
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When 
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New 
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers 
located in all nations. 
PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING 
Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual 
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and 
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and 
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God, 
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept 
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the 
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing. 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND  
THE KINGDOM OF GOD  
We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up 
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations 
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will 
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the 
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home 
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from 
sin and the curse of death.  
SIGNS OF THE TIMES  
We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of 
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will 
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities 
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing 
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of 
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those 
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His 
offer of reconciliation to all.  
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 An Invitation from the Church of God Seventh Day of Brazil to 
Reflect on the Work of Christ. 

—90 Days with Jesus— 
 

“For I determined not to know anything among you, except Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified.”  

1 Corinthians 2:2 
 
You are invited to join us on a journey of faith and fellowship that 

begins on January 1, 2026 and continues until the day of the Lord’s 

Supper, March 31, 2026. 

During this time, we will walk together through the reading of the four Gospels, which tell the story of 

the life, ministry, and love of our Savior. To take part, follow the reading plan — just one chapter a day. By 

setting aside a few quiet minutes each day, you’ll be diving into timeless wisdom, reading beautiful stories 

that reveal who Jesus is, what He taught, and how He showed us the heart of the Father. 

Reading God’s Word is a vital habit for every Christian. It connects us directly to the source of truth and 

has the power to transform lives. As we reflect on the words and actions of Jesus, we are inspired to walk in 

His footsteps. Each story brings a new lesson. Each reading warms the heart, renews our faith, and speaks to 

us in a personal and living way. 

More than simply following a reading plan, this is an invitation to experience true communion with the 

Lord, and to be strengthened as we prepare to take part in the Lord’s Supper with a heart that is purified, 

thankful, and full of faith. 

Join us for “90 Days with Jesus.” Starting January 1st, 2026, set aside a few minutes of your day. Read 

slowly, pray, and reflect on the works of our Savior.  

After these 90 days, join us on a journey through the rest of Bible. On the reverse side of the “90 Days 

with Jesus” outline, you will find a reading plan for the rest of 2026, this reading plan will take you through 

the rest of the Bible by years end. 

May the Lord abundantly bless you as you spend this time with Him each day! 

See the pull-out insert in center of 
this issue for the reading guide. 
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