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President’s Letter
September 2025

I pray this message finds you well and encouraged in the Lord.

As the blessings from the recent Meridian Campmeeting in July continue to resonate in our
hearts, things are beginning to settle down. We are now in the final stages of the Systematic
Theology course for Maranatha College. All lessons have been written and we are in the process of
integrating them into our online platform MaranathaCollege.org. Once complete, we look forward to
making the course available for those eager to deepen their understanding of God’s Word.

Looking ahead, we will soon begin preparations for Meridian Campmeeting 2026. If you feel led
to serve as part of the planning team, please reach out to the General Council Headquarters—we
would love to have you involved in this meaningful work.

We are continuing our efforts to repair and update both the grounds and the building. The flower
bed commemorating our 75-year celebration is nearing completion, along with several other
improvement projects currently underway.

Let me also offer a word of encouragement. In times when darkness seems to be increasing, let
us remain faithful in shining the light of Christ. As Ephesians 5:8 reminds us:

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light.”

We were created in the image of God to reflect His love and truth in the world. As Jesus said in
Mark 4:21-23:

“Also He said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be
set on a lampstand? For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been
kept secret but that it should come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.’”

Let His light shine through you wherever you go. A single spark can ignite a flame that drives
out darkness. May your life be that spark—bringing peace, hope, truth, unity, and love to all those
around you.

God bless you as you continue to walk in His light.

Earl Rice, President
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.

Campmeeting
Past, Present, and Future

Thinking back on past Want to help make
Campmeetings? Campmeeting 2026 a success?
If you'd like to revisit classes and sermons
from this year or previous years, you can:

{3 Order audio CDs or video DVDs by

We’re looking for individuals to serve on
this year’s planning committee.

contacting the GC office If you’re interested in being part of the
@ Visit our website to listen or watch effort, please contact the office—we’d love
online to have your help!
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“Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the
lust of the flesh,” wrote the Apostle Paul in Galatians
5:16. 1 have never had one bit of difficulty in
believing this. Actually doing it on a consistent basis
however, has proven a lot tougher. My experience is a
very common one, | believe, among my brethren in
the great Charismatic movement. I also suspect that it
is a malady that spans the theological spectrum.
While pondering this recently, I believe that the Lord
quickened something to my spirit that will be of great
help to us all.

One main error, the Lord revealed to me, is that
we tend to be too “gift-oriented” in relation to the
Spirit. We seem to believe that the key to deepening
our spirit-walk is the cultivation of the gifts of the
Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 12. While we are very
sincere in this, we are, I fear, also sincerely wrong.
The real key to walking in the spirit is to be found a
few books later in Galatians chapter five.

In Galatians 5:16, quoted earlier, Paul tells us that
if we walk in the Spirit, we will not fulfill the lust of
the flesh. Next, in verses 19-21, he lists the various
manifestations of this lust. He then goes on to list the
Fruit of the Spirit—this is the key to our dilemma! It
is by making the Fruit of the Spirit our main goal—
not the gifts—that we are enabled to consistently
walk in the realm of the Spirit. Upon further study,
this fact becomes rather obvious.

When we seek to cultivate the Fruit of the Spirit,
we are actually cultivating the very nature and
character of Christ. He is love, He is joy, He is
patience, kindness, and goodness. He is the
embodiment of faith, meekness, and temperance. Paul
tells us in verse 25 that it is the practice—really the

living—of these virtues that actually indicates that we
are truly walking in the Spirit.

the Sp|r|

by Jeff Daugherty

When we are primarily
gift-oriented, however, we 4
can casily ~ become MM
inwardly focused, 34
desperately seeking gifts
for ourselves. Even though
we sincerely want to use these gifts in ministry to the
body, our focus is still on ourselves, on our needs,
and thus not on Christ. When this happens, our gift
seeking can become “fleshy” and any manifestations
that we do produce are, in cold reality, selfish—as
they too often lack the legitimizing love that Paul
spoke of in 1 Corinthians 13:1. The end result of such
is graphically portrayed in Galatians 5:26 where Paul
warns of the dangers of becoming conceited,
provoking and envious. In seeking gifts over Fruit,
we run the risk of becoming the clanging gongs and
tinkling cymbals that the Apostle warned us about
(1 Corinthians 13:1).

Our Lord certainly does not want us to stop
seeking the gifts, however. He merely wants to show
us “a more excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31).
This way is to seek Fruit—first and primarily. This is
because in our pursuit of Fruit we will discover a
most pleasing paradox. For as we become more Fruit-
laden, we become increasingly in tune with the Spirit,
allowing God to use us all the more in manifesting
the gifts. The gifts, it seems—in their purest, truest
sense, are actually the fruit of the Fruit!

So, as we seek to walk in the Spirit, let us first
seek to cultivate a life characterized by the Fruit of
that Spirit. In so doing, our flesh is crucified, with the
lusts and affections thereof (Galatians 5:24), leaving
us to deal instead with chronic eruptions of the gifts
of the Spirit. We won’t be able to help it! Now that’s
a problem with which we all can live.

Oniginally published in Febuuary 1996
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Challenged

The recounting of my journey to
rediscovering the beauty and
necessity of “Church.”

By Sophia Fleming

I was recently introduced to a book titled Autopsy
of a Deceased Church by Thom S. Rainer. The title
intrigued me, and I downloaded the audiobook that
day and listened to it during the next several
commutes to the office and home. It’s not a long
book, but a powerful one. I listened to it a second
time—then ordered a hard copy. This book was
followed by several “must-read” books for those
wanting to see the “church” survive—to see their
church survive. I understand that God’s Church will
always survive, but I realized that the local church’s
survival is often dependent upon those attending. Just
as God’s grace is offered to all, not all will accept,
not all will do the action necessary to be saved. In a
book by Thom’s son, Sam Rainer, The Church
Revitalization Checklist, Sam makes this statement
several times: “If God can save any person, he can
save any church” (Rainer'). A key that I grasped in
both books is the need to know that the church is
dying—no cure is sought if no illness is detected.

As I mentioned, God wasn’t done with me at the
end of “Autopsy.” Over the next few weeks, He
followed that with:

o Lead Like It Matters: 7 Leadership Principles

for a Church That Lasts by Craig Groeschel

o Who Moved My Pulpit?: Leading Change in

the Church by Thom S. Rainer
o [ Am a Church Member: Discovering the
Attitude that Makes the Difference by Thom
R. Rainer

o  Churchless: Understanding Today’s
Unchurched and How to Connect with Them
by George Barna and David Kinnaman

o The Church Revitalization Checklist: A

Hopeful and Practical Guide for Leading
Your Congregation to a Brighter Tomorrow
by Sam Rainer

Unchurched and Mow
1 Conmae) witr Thamy

Churchless
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When the Lord downloads that much on a topic,
it’s hard not to look around. I think we have all heard
comments like these, “Our church is aging out.”—
“We used to do so much more.”—*“Where are all the
young people?”—*“Back in the day we....”

Chapter titles From Autopsy of the Deceased
Church spoke volumes to me: “Slow Erosion,” “The
Past Is the Hero,” “The Church Refused to Look Like
the Community,” “The Budget Moved Inwardly,”
“The Great Commission Becomes the Great
Omission,” “The Preference-Driven  Church,”
“Pastoral Tenure Decreases,” “The Church Rarely
Prayed Together,” “The Church Had No Clear
Purpose,” and “The Church Obsessed Over the
Facilities.” Do any of these symptoms sound
familiar? T was challenged to grade my church and
the ones around me on these items. (You can get the
book from Christianbook.com—it costs less than a
cheeseburger, but its worth is invaluable!)

The next book that took me to my knees was I Am
a Church Member by the same author. I also listened
to it twice, tears in my eyes at times, feeling
conviction through many chapters. In this book, the
author takes the reader through six pledges. The titles
of these chapters also speak volumes: “I Will Be a
Functioning Church Member,” “I Will Be a Unifying
Church Member,” “I Will Not Let My Church Be
about My Preferences and Desires,” “I will Pray for
My Church Leaders,” “I Will Lead My Family to Be
Healthy Church Members,” and “I Will Treasure
Church Membership as a Gift.” (I highly recommend
this book also; it can also be purchased from
Christianbooks.com; it costs less than a cup of coffee
at Starbucks—yet I found it to be priceless!)

If I'm attending a local church with a
congregation that seems to be shrinking, it may be
tempting to say it’s the world’s fault, but my
conclusion from reading these books is that it is most
likely the fault of the ones who are attending.
Paraphrasing from the books, I ask:

e Do you go to church to be blessed or to be a

blessing?

e  When was the last time you invited someone

to church? Why or why not?

e Did you greet the new people, or did you miss
your opportunity because you had stopped and
visited with someone you already knew?

e Have you left a church because of
irreconcilable differences?

e Are you irritated because you wish your
church offered a certain ministry but doesn’t?

e Do you find yourself spending more time
criticizing the leadership than you do praying
for them?

e Are you irritated when the music or the order
of the service isn’t what you’d like it to be?

e  Would everyone feel welcome if they came to
visit your church?

e [s your church budget mainly geared to the
needs of the church or the needs of the
community?

e Have you left a church because you weren’t
feeling fed?

As I was led through these books, I felt like God
was showing me that He wants to be the one to move
His children to and from congregations; we shouldn’t
move ourselves. Over the last 30-some years that my
husband and I have been actively attending church,
we’ve changed churches seven times—some of the
reasons are listed above. As I went through these
chapters, I realized we had moved ourselves more
than God had moved us. I was “Convicted”! Some of
the chapters I can honestly say weren’t issues we
have ever had; some were. I had once actually said, “I
think we need to look for a new church, I don’t feel
fed here anymore.” (God may need you to serve in
another field; He will move you there if you let Him.)

Should we go to church to be fed—of course.
Shouldn’t we be blessed by the worship service—of
course. Don’t we have a right to an opinion that’s
different from leadership—that’s Biblical—even Paul
didn’t always agree with Peter. However, it became
evident that the only real irreconcilable difference
that should lead to a move to a new congregation is
doctrinal, and then only if a change to Biblical truth is
not achievable AND because God said to move.

The books point out that we are members, not of a
country club, but members of the body of Christ. I
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"For as we have many members in one body,
but all the members do not have the same
function, so we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one another.”
(Romans 12:4-5)

realized that if we are members of one body, as Paul
states in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, then
someone deciding to leave the church would equate
to a foot deciding to no longer be attached to the
leg—it would handicap the body, not to mention the
ill effects this would have on the foot! It’s quite a
shift in thinking—not what / want but what is best for
the body?? When does my perspective shift from us
to me? When do I quit trying to find ways to serve
more, to love more, to spread more of His love
through a handshake and a greeting? What am I doing
to make someone else feel more comfortable when
they visit our church family?

Ironically, I realized that when Paul wrote those
letters to the Romans and the Corinthians, it was
because of their infighting of who was better in the
church; today, we are fighting to get people to at least
show up to church! Paul was challenging the parts of
the body to use their God given talents for the
betterment of the body—the end goal would be a
larger, healthier body of believers; today, we have a
mentality that our membership is our choice, and we
can move it anywhere or just not be a member at all.
That foot is not healthy all on its own because it is
meant to be part of the body—a functioning part of
the body—for the entire life of the body.

God so loved us that He sent His Son to be the
sacrifice that covered our sins with His blood—He
did that for everyone else, too. We are not alone. God
loved us so much that He wanted us to be part of His
family—He wants that for everyone else, too—they
don’t need to feel alone either. I’'ve come to church at
times tired, hurt, or feeling empty and have left that
service blessed. For those times, [ am so grateful, but
I’ve been reminded that, as a whole, we need to be
the blessing that blesses others. We need to bless our
family, our community, and those far from God. We
need to do this as a church—both inside our walls and
outside our walls—together. God can make our

church family a blessing and a light on the hilltop, but
He always starts with us. We need to shine with His
light. We need to love with His love. We need to
forgive with His forgiveness. We need to unite with
His Spirit of unity.

Right now, you may be churchless, or you may be
frustrated with your local congregation. You may be
feeling discouraged about the direction of the church
you are attending—I encourage you to stick it out—
more to the point—pray it out.

You may have left a church before God moved
you; you may have felt justified for a myriad of
reasons, but if you now realize that you moved before
God moved you—repent. God might be calling you
back to that family—again, pray it out.

Through these readings, I’ve come to realize that
God does close churches, but more often than not, we
are the ones who have not looked inwardly in order to
love outwardly, and this has been slowly killing our
local church family’s unity and growth.

These resources that God has brought to my
attention, He did so because He loves His family—we
need to too.

"Rainer, Sam. The Church Revitalization Checklist: A
Hopeful and Practical Guide for Leading Your

Congregation to a Brighter Tomorrow. Tyndale
House Publishers, 2022.

P.S. Much of this article addresses the struggles
and unhealthiness within the church body. The books
shared here do not offer quick fixes, but they do
faithfully point out the challenges we face while also
offering hope, wisdom, and practical strategies for
renewal. It is no accident that you are reading this—
God is inviting you to be filled with His hope and His
vision for the church. And it all begins with prayer.

Bl . SRS INCNee
"And let us consider one another in order
to stir up love and good works, not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together, as is
the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see

the Day approaching."
(Hebrews 10:24-25)
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Tired of Being Good!

Once there was a good little girl, and
everybody loved her. She knew how to smile a
big, happy smile that made her face like sunshine;
and she was always singing, even while she
washed the dishes for Mother.

The teacher never had to keep Eleanor after
school and scarcely ever had to call her name for
speaking when she was not supposed to speak or
for giggling like some boys and girls did when
they should have been studying.

You can imagine, then, how very sad and
surprised everyone felt when one day Eleanor
came to school without a sign of a smile on her
face.

She banged her books down on her desk and
set herself down with more noise than was
needed. She refused to smile at the girl beside her

The teacher laughed just a little bit, but she
looked sad. “Why, Eleanor,” she said, “I always
thought you were good because you loved me and
did not want to give me any trouble, not because
you wanted any sort of reward.”

I need not tell you that after a little talk with
the teacher, Eleanor was her own bright self again,
for you see, she really did love her teacher and
down in her heart wanted to be good.

Eleanor is just like some other boys and girls
who get tired of being good because no one seems
to notice or reward them. Remember boys and
girls, we should try to be good because we love
Jesus and do not want to grieve Him, and not
because we think He will love us better than other
boys and girls.

We must never do right just because we want a

who was smiling at her. She drew on a piece of reward. We must do right because we love God

paper when the teacher was talking to the class.

and doing right; and we must hate evil and every

She pulled the curls of the girl in the seat ahead of evil thing.

her. And when called upon to recite, she plainly
showed that she had not studied her lesson.
The teacher was shocked

- edited from the original story by Young Soldier

when she told Eleanor to write
a word on the blackboard, and
Eleanor hung her head and
refused to come. The teacher
did not argue, but she had to
keep her after school for the
first time since Eleanor had
been in her class.

The teacher asked her what
made her act so differently
from her usual self; and what
do you think Eleanor said? She
said, “Well, I’'m tired of being
good. You like the other boys
and girls just as well who are
not good, and you never liked
me any better.”
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

WHEN YOUR PRAYERS SEEM TO
ONLY REACH THE CEILING
Scripture Reading: Luke 18:1-8
Memory Verse: Philippians 4:6

Have you ever finished praying and thought your prayer seemed so
powerless that it didn’t get any further than the ceiling? Perhaps, your
mind wandered during the prayer because of your worries and
problems or maybe you felt guilty because there is unrepented sin
close by that still lingers on in memory. Whatever the problem may be,
we want to find out what is necessary for prayers to be answered.

1. What main ingredient must accompany our prayer? James 1:6-

7, 5:16-17.

2. What ingredient helped the widow’s prayer to be answered?
Luke 18:7.

Note: The woman cried, she showed sincerity, faith, and

persistence. This was the power that ignited the prayer to burn a

hole into that ceiling to reach God.

3. Too many times, we pray “easy prayers,” ones that we may
benefit from. What about “hard prayers”? What are some
examples that God would be well pleased with that were from
our heart? Luke 6:27-30; Romans 12:17-21; Matthew 6:9.

Note: Sometimes we only bury the hatchet and not the handle part

that at any time we can still grab it. We need to get to the point

where we can love our enemies, even those who might take
advantage of us. In modem terms, if we saw someone stealing our
car stereo, would you be able to say “Here, take the speakers, too”?

Only when we have the ability to pray these types of prayers can

we be assured of that there is enough power to reach the heavenly

Father.

4. What are some reasons for unanswered prayers?

a. Disobedience or sin—Psalms 66:18-20; Isaiah 59:2-3.
b. Neglect of mercy—Proverbs 21:13.

c. Despising the Law—Proverbs 28:9.

d. Self-indulgence—James 4:3.

e. Stubbornness—Zechariah 7:9-13.

5. Does God answer all prayers? 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.

Prayer is knocking and opening. When you know the will of God,
and yet, you find a closed door, you must knock and keep on knocking
until God opens the door.

Page 8

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD
Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 17:1-6; 19:4-8
Memory Verse: Psalms 37:3
When God finished His creation He considered it and concluded
that it was very good. He placed man in the garden to care for it and to
enjoy its bounty.
God loves us and desires to supply us with the good things of life.
Sin marred His perfect plan, but His desire has never changed.
We can make a comparison of our life today with that of Elijah.
There are three instances in his life where God miraculously supplied
food for him. When the drought began, God directed him to the brook
where He commanded the ravens feed him, morning and evening.
Then when the brook dried up, he was directed to live with a widow
and her son.
The third instance is God provided food that gave Elijah strength
for forty days. When the Lord does something, He does it right.
1. How did God provide Elijah’s need when the drought began?
1 Kings 17:2-7.

2. What provision was made when the brook dried up? 1 Kings
17:8-16.

3. What other incident of God’s provision do we find in Elijah’s
life? 1 Kings 19:4-8.

4. What are some differences between those who serve God and
the wicked? Isaiah 65:11-14; Haggai 1:7-11; 2:15-19.

5. What was the Psalmist’s testimony? Psalms 37:23-25; 107:31-
38.

6. How do we reconcile the Psalmist’s testimony to the following
verses? Matthew 5:45; Hebrews 11:36-38; Psalms 73:1-12.

7. How does Psalms 73:16-24 help to put this into proper

perspective?
8. What promise was given to Israel concerning the Sabbath year?
Leviticus 25:18-22; Psalms 33:12.
Note: Did this take faith?

9. Do you think their experience with the manna prepared them to
believe this promise? Exodus 16:22-26.

10. What blessings can we anticipate for the future? Isaiah 65:21-
23; Amos 9:13.
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early Popes were in such a competition that envy soon found its way to
their hearts. Some even killed so they could claim the throne.

If we store up hate or jealousy against someone because of what
God does for them, we apparently must feel the same toward our
Creator. Another thing to consider is our heart. Is it right with God?
Maybe the life this person is living is what we would like for
ourselves. Again, are we looking only at the good side? Let us also
consider the part we do not see, because maybe we have overlooked
something. Perhaps the Lord is paving a specific way for you. Since
we do not know exactly what the Lord has in mind for all of us, why
stand in the way of our own blessings from God? His plan for us could
be much more wonderful than expected.

1. On several occasions there was strife among the disciples.
What did Jesus say about individuals wanting to be greater than
others? Luke 22:24-27.

2. Was strife also the case with James and John at another time?
Matthew 20:20-28.

3. In life we cannot compete with one another to reach God. All
are welcome; likewise, all have different gifts. None of these
were given to make one person better than another. What was
Jesus trying to tell us from this parable? Matthew 25:14-30.

4. How did Paul talk about a race? 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.

5. It would seem logical for someone with much ability to
contribute more than someone with less, but is not the sincerity
of giving of even greater importance? Luke 12:47-48; Mark
12:41-44.

6. What are some solutions for this problem? Romans 12:16;
Philippians 2:2-4; 1 Peter 4:10-11.

7. Our hearts must be in it when doing things for the Lord. We
must let the Lord take over. Many are pressured into doing
things against their will, but they will do a certain thing just to
look good. Let’s read an example. Acts 5:1-11.

Note: We read of much competition in the Bible. What was the

usual fate of the one initiating the competition? Some examples:

Cain and Abel, Joseph and his brothers, Saul and David.

8. What should we always keep in mind? Romans 12:3-10.

9. Can this also cause contention in the church? 1 Corinthians
1:10-12.

10. Does our life consist solely of things we have? Luke 12:15. §
Page

WHAT IS OUR WORTH

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 56:1-8

Memory Verse: Psalms 103:14

In most every church there are those that are taken for granted just

because they aren’t gifted with some talent or don’t hold an important
position. These people can be easily discouraged and may feel
worthless. There are people all over the world that are discouraged and
feel worthless. But to God, we are precious in his sight, whether you
are rich or poor, a college graduate, or a dropout. God is not a respecter
of persons. Our life may seem insignificant, but it is through God
where our true worth comes forth.

1. Do we have a place with God even though we are unworthy
men? John 1:11-13; 3:15; 2 Corinthians 6:18.

2. What can we rejoice in when we receive God? John 1:12;
Galatians 4:5-6; 1 John 3:1. (That we are sons of God!)

3. How did Jesus show how much we are worth to him? John
10:15; Ephesians 5:2; Revelation 1:5.

4. What does God or Jesus do for us when we feel like an outcast,
worthless, or downhearted? Psalms 147:2-6; Isaiah 66:13;
Matthew 11:28-30.

5. Is something as small as a bird of any value to God? Matthew
10:29; Luke 12:6-7.

6. So then how are we compared to the sparrow? Matthew 10:30-
31.

7. Does our worth center on who we are 1in this life? Isaiah 56:3-6;
Psalms 34:8.

Note: God loves every single one of us. He loves those who
love him. Yet, He still loves those who disobey. He just doesn’t
love things they do. None are worthless in His sight.

8. Can we reason within ourselves our worth to God? Romans
5:8; Ephesians 2:4-5.

Note: Not one of us is worthless. Satan would have us to believe

otherwise. He knows when we are downhearted and fretful. He can

work on our emotions in this depressed state. But let us not fret.

God knows our worth. Did He not give His Son to die for us? The

next time we may feel like outcasts and unworthy, remember, God

and Jesus love us more than we’ll ever know.

Page 3
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Have you ever tried living out what the Bible says?

So here’s a challenge for you this week:

a verse from your Bible.

+ Think about what it means.

+ Try to live it out in your words and actions.

a

s [prelse snell continue

i My moutin,
PSam Jakl

|

When we understand that loving God isn’t just something we do on Sundays—but
something we live every day—then the Bible starts to feel even more special.

a

You might have heard Bible verses before, but have you ever followed them and seen how
they really work in your life? It’s exciting!

You’ll feel closer to God—and you might even notice something amazing happen!

)
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During June, the Church of God (Seventh Day) in
Brazil and Mozambique held another edition of
Familias em Oragdo (Families in Prayer), a special
initiative focused on strengthening the divine institu-
tion we call family.

How It All Started
The project
began in 2023
when Sister
Maria  Fatima
(from Sdo José
do Rio Preto,
Brazil) noticed
a growing
number of prayer requests for families in the “Orai
sem Cessar” (“Pray Without Ceasing”) intercession
group. Touched by this need, she rallied fellow be-

''pg! Tqgq) s |

uv bm! Hs
By Eugénio Gongalves Junior

lievers to join in three daily prayers throughout that
June, all dedicated to families in need of God’s grace.

2024: A Bold New Chapter

That year, Cleiton and Karen Rodrigues (from Igreja
de Deus do Sétimo Dia Colombo, Parand) took on the
challenge of expanding the project, now officially
called Familias em Orag¢do (Families in Prayer).
They added new activities and rallied even more
members and congregations to join the movement.

2025: What Made This Year Special?

This year’s edition focused on diverse initiatives,

mutual encouragement, and extensive church

involvement. Check out the highlights:

e CouplesO Retreat: Read the full story by going to
www.idsdbrasil.com.br/noticias/146316/encontro-
de-casais.
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e Sunrise Prayers at 5:45 AM (via Google Meet),
led by Pastor Samuel Marques and sisters Ana
Maria and
Maria Féatima
(Igreja de Deus
do Sétimo Dia*
Sao José¢ do
Rio Preto-SP).

e Audio prayer
posts delivered :
daily at 7 AM and 12 PM—perfect for morning
devotion and lunchtime reflection

e Live online services every Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and Saturday

e Thematic in-person worship featuring family
participation through:
0 Special programs

Powerful testimonies

Interactive activities

Uplifting messages

Sacred prayer moments

0 Podcast Highlights

In our first episode, we got to know the inspiring
story of the Mainardes family (Marcio, Ana, Lucas,
and Calebe).

S OO

In our second episode, we sat down with Pastor
Misael’s family—his wife Caroline and their son
Miguel—for a heartfelt conversation about faith,
parenting, and God’s blessings in their daily lives.

» - P

Prayer Garden: A special closing event for women,
featuring an online gathering focused on spiritual
growth and sisterhood.

2 0 2 Bx@iting New Features

This year, we introduced two innovations that made

the experience even richer.

1. iGod& Plans for the Family DevotionalO :
Written by Pastor Eugenio Jr. (Igreja de Deus do
Sétimo Dia* Colombo-PR), this devotional guid-
ed families through the book of Genesis with
daily activities, reflections, and prayers. Thanks to
Bishop Rui Pedro’s support, it was widely used in
both Brazil and Mozambique, reaching congrega-
tions across both nations.

Dot O Plano e Dews parc
@ Famdia

Oy Planoy de
Deuspara o

2. Children and the Official Hymn: The children
of Igreja de Deus do Sétimo Dia* Colombo par-
ticipated by singing the month’s theme hymn,
composed by Brother Pedro (Escudeiros Project),
adding a special touch of innocence and joy to the
initiative.

Gratitude and Blessings: Our heartfelt thanks to
Deacon Cleiton and his wife Karen (Igreja de Deus
do Sétimo Dia* Colombo), who served as the pro-
ject’s general coordinators, and to everyone who
participated in Familias em Oragdo 2025. We were
delighted to receive numerous photos of family devo-
tionals—a beautiful response to our call for shared
prayer.

Relive the highlights in the video on YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6icW0qoTmeQ),
featuring these precious moments and more.

To God be all the glory!
May our families remain steadfast at the altar of
prayer.

Pastor Eugénio Gongalves Junior
Location: Colombo Church of God Seventh Day
Colombo city; Parana State; Brazil

*Church of God Seventh Day

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Daughters of

Greetings,

Do you believe in miracles? Not just the ones
you read about in the Bible, but modern day
miracles?

I was recently asked if I would share the story
of my daughter’s healing at a ladies meeting. That
request started me on a mental journey through my
life and as I began to recount the many times God
has not only answered my prayers but provided
blessings for my life and the lives of my loved ones.
Many of these blessings have been outright
miracles. No other way to explain them. Praise
God!!!

In the 80 years of my life, I have been blessed
to see and experience many miracles and I believe
my God is the same today as He was yesterday and
will be tomorrow. So, saying all that, I believe—do
you?

Each time someone else shares how God has
blessed them or granted a miraculous answer,
healing or intervention, it blesses all who hear. It
builds not only their faith in God‘s promises but
also strengthens our own faith as we see how
faithful God is and how the Holy Spirit guides and
protects us.

I would like to encourage each of us to take
some time to recall the miracles in our own lives or
in those we know and love. Write them down, share
them. These testimonies are praises to God and
could bring hope and encouragement to all who
hear them.

These testimonies could be a light in the
darkness for someone who needs to be lifted up.

If you would send them in to the ACTS we can
print them on our DOK page.

God bless and keep you all and your loved
ones.

Expect a miracle and believe in God and lean
on His promises.

Linda Palmer
DOK President

My list of miracles!
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Headquarters Happenings
Sep-Oct 2025

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

Greetings from the Headquarters!

We are so excited about all the Lord is doing and
pray that many exciting blessings are coming your
way also!

We have had a huge blessing here and are
excited to share the news. Recently, the lease for the
copier/printer was ending. This is the unit we use for
all of our printing from tracts to quarterlies to the
ACTS magazine. As we were negotiating a new
contract, we were blessed by some donors who came
alongside the General Council and we are now the
ecstatic new owners of a brand-new light production
model copier/printer! This copier is a step up from
what we had before—what a huge blessing! We are
so thankful for the Lord’s provision! This will not
only allow us to create higher quality publications but
will also substantially reduce that portion of our
budget. Praise the Lord!

These last few weeks the Lord has been
stretching me regarding the concepts of church,
church attendance, and church leadership. Through
several different books, as I mentioned in the article,
“Challenged” on page 5, the Lord has been convicting
me that many of us have lost—or were never
taught—what His true intentions for the church
family are meant to be. My heart broke as I went
through the first half of Autopsy of a Deceased
Church, by Thom S. Rainer; I could see these
symptoms, maybe not all of them, but many of them
in many of the churches I'm in contact with; even the
General Council itself. The chapters “Slow Erosion,”
“The Past Is the Hero,” and “The Church Had No
Clear Purpose” all brought back memories of my first
months of work for the General Council. Don’t
misunderstand me—from the day I began working
with the General Council, I began to fall in love with
the facilities, the people, and the heritage, but things
were a little off. Just like what happened in the
countless interviews done by the author of Autopsy
the slow decline was noticeable to someone new
coming in; and just like in the countless interviews—
it was happening for a myriad of different reasons.
The positive changes we have gone through over the
last decade have sometimes been slow, sometimes
uncomfortable, but all have been a blessing. Through
God’s goodness, these changes started taking place

"Where there is no vision,

the people perish"
(Proverbs 29:18a KJV)

even before anyone had ever read any of these books.
I believe that the Lord has many more plans for the
members of the General Council to do, but first the
local churches need to be sure that they are the strong,
vibrant, and healthy centers of evangelism and
discipleship that Jesus sent us out to be.

These books are chalked full of Biblical ideas
and strategies that can help any body of believers get
focused on God’s direction for His local church
family. There is hope, but first we need to start with
prayer. We need to ask God to show us where we
have fallen short or are misguided, both individually
and as a body. Admitting that there are issues is the
first step to healing, but that is not enough. We must
seek God’s will for our body of believers; we must be
willing to open our eyes and our hearts to the work
He wants us to do, make a plan to do it, and then do
it. The plan may not have the desired results that we
think it should have, but it will not be a failure; it will
be a step, a learning step, in the right direction.

One word of warning about change within the
church—not every church needs a total makeover.
Those desiring change and those not wanting to see
change need to prayerfully step back and honestly
look at each aspect of the church and how it is
organized; if it is working and fits with the direction
that God wants you to go, then keep it. However,
don’t keep something just because that is how you’ve
always done it; if it is broken or doesn’t fit the
direction that the Lord is leading, let it go.

I don’t just want to share from the books, I want
to take a moment and share what I’ve experienced in
my tenure as well. “Without losing the heritage and
learning of the past, the Lord is using the resources of
the Council in new and exciting ways!” is a statement
that is printed on the last page of our tract called,
“Why the General Council.” This was also on the last
slide of its presentation during the 2017 General
business meeting. We are still discovering those new
and exciting ways; some of the programs we’ve
initiated didn’t go as planned, some did. An example
of a program that has been a blessing would be the
Ministerial Council Forums; this October we mark
the beginning of the fourth season of these forums.

(Continued on page 14)
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From the West Meadow

In Paul’s letter to the Churches of Galatia, he
admonishes them to walk in the Spirit of God and not
in the works of the flesh (Galatians chapter 5). Paul
goes on to describe the results of the works of the
flesh compared to what God’s Spirit produces in His
people. The contrast is startling. It is also in Galatians
5 that Paul describes the effect of God’s Spirit as
Fruit. When we think of fruit, we generally think of a
vine or a tree. In Ezekiel 47, there is a picture of a
river flowing out of God’s sanctuary and on its bank
grow all kinds of trees. And they will be “used for
food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will
not fail. They will bear fruit every month” (Ezekiel
47:12). This fruit is for the nourishment of those
passing by.

So, when I think about the Fruit provided in
God’s people by His Spirit, I envision a tree right out
in the front yard, right up next to the sidewalk. It
bears all manner of beautiful fruit. It has been well
cared for—watered and pruned—everything done to
ensure the production of high-quality fruit. In this
picture I see neighbors, friends, strangers walking by
admiring its beauty and its fruit—and there, right next
to the tree, is a sign and it says “help yourself.”

You see, the Fruit of God’s Spirit is not just for
the benefit of the bearer. They are for the benefit and
use of anyone who comes in contact with the bearer.

Let’s personify it. If we have God’s Spirit, then
we should be bearing fruit of His Spirit. “The Fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control” (Galatians 5:21-23). Anyone coming into
contact with us as we walk through life should benefit
from our using them. Neighbors, friends, and
strangers coming into contact with us should benefit
from the love we show and from the joy, peace,
patience, kindness, and goodness that God’s Spirit
produces in us.

Let’s take a minute to glance briefly at the first
Fruit—love. What should the Fruit of Love look like
in us as we walk through life? We should love the
Lord our God with all our heart, mind, and soul, and
we should love our neighbor as oneself. (See
Matthew 22:37-40.) We should love our brothers and
sisters in Christ as Jesus loves us. (See John 13:34.)
As Peter writes in his letter to the “elect according to
the foreknowledge of God” (1 Peter 1:2), “above all
things have fervent love for one another, for ‘love will
cover a multitude of sins’” (1 Peter 4:8). We should
“love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who
spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be
sons of your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:44-45).
As you can see, the love that the Spirit of God
produces is nothing like the spirit the world produces.

The fruit that our tree produces shall reveal to the
world that God Almighty is our Father and we
are His sons and daughters (2 Corinthians 6:18).
Fruit anyone?

(Continued from page 13)

These forums have been successful, in part, because
they fit under the umbrella of what God wants the
General Council to be: “An International Center for
Fellowship and Learning.”

We are all on this earth because of God’s will
and to do God’s will. Ultimately, we are here to do
everything we can to give as many as we can the
opportunity to have an amazing relationship with our
God and His Son Jesus. Join me in prayer that we, the
body, see Paul’s singular focus and join the Lord in
His work.

My prayer is that you, along with the body of
believers God has called you to, may flourish—and
that we may come together to join Him in His work.

sf

vV W
Cash Flow Analysis B;f;;:ézg BEz;gani

Designated Funds Jun30™ | Jul31%

Building Fund 151.52 151.52

Campmeeting Fund -1,602.22| 3,093.95

Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00

Missions 19,849.21( 21,216.71

Park Fund 3,960.00| 3,960.00
Funds for Operating Expenses

General Fund 1,530.48| 25,887.45

Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 888.36| 1,250.84

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses

for Fiscal Year 2024/2025 = $10,433.22
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GENERAL COUNCIL CHURCHES OF GOD, Non-Profit Organization

(SEVENTH DAY), INC. PAID

1827 W 3RD STREET Permit Number 25

MERIDIAN ID 83646-1653 Meridian, Idaho
Contact us: by Mail Phone: (208) 888-3380 E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org

Website: www.ACTSforGod.org

Got to our website: ACT7SforGod.org under the Biblical Resources tab
to check these past Ministerial Quarterly Forum! -~
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Don ﬁ t  mi s dinstédrial QuareritForum October
Get more detalls at ACTSforGod.org/Events
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