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Ministerial Council Letter
July 2025

Greetings to all! We celebrated our 75" annual
campmeeting this July, which was a historical
occasion! We were able to share many memories of
past events and celebrations and recall the many
fellow worshippers who have passed away during
these years. We began meeting in a tent and, after
several years, were able to build a tabernacle with all
the comforts of home (ie., air conditioning, sound,
lighting, and visual display).

This year we talked about passing the torch in
classes, in the dining hall, and in the beautiful
sermons prepared and given by several. It was
discussed that the torch needs to be burning brightly
and that there needs to be willing recipients to

receive that torch. I hope that message was taken to
heart with sufficient enthusiasm to make it happen.

As we look forward to this next year, let us not
forget to carry that torch and do our part to grow the
flame and instruct those willing to accept the
responsibility of what it means to accept it. This all
starts within each family, then each church family,
and finally within the Council family as we carry on
God’s work from generation to generation. Let this
new year be the beginning of another 75 years and
the growth that comes from our renewed enthusiasm,
prayer, and hard work. May God richly bless us all
in our efforts.

Tom Kendrick,
President Ministerial Council

Ministerial Council Unofficial Minutes
2025 Ministerial Council Annual meeting
10 a.m. MDT, Friday, July 4, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 10:07 a.m. MDT with prayer by Tom Kendrick and with the reading of Ephesians 2:1-10.
e Review and approval of 2024 minutes — The minutes were read by Wes Higgins. A motion was made to approve the
minutes as read. s/ failed. An amendment was suggested regarding the wording in the Publications Committee report
to state that “Discussions were held regarding the progress of updating the materials from KJV to NKJV.” A motion

was made to approve the minutes as amended. s/c.

e Roll Call — introduction of ministers attending. Name, country, church name. Did you attend the ministerial forums

and which ones?
Present in Person:

Tom Kendrick: President, Marceline, Missouri, USA, (C), yes attended & participated

Steve Boone: Vice-President, Marceline, Missouri, USA, (C), yes attended & participated

Wes Higgins: Secretary, Celebration Church of God, (C), USA, yes attended & participated

Rodney Boone: Board member, Meridian, Idaho, USA, (C), yes attended & participated

Terry Siddens, Marceline, Missouri, USA, (C), yes attended & participated

Craig Moore, Seventh Day Sabbath Fellowship, Missouri, USA, (C), yes attended & participated
Jonathan Carson, Hyattsville, Maryland, Shiloh Church of God, USA, (C), yes attended & participated
Donald Gibson, Fairmont Christian Fellowship, Independence, Missouri, USA, (C), no did not attend
David Moore, Seventh Day Sabbath Fellowship, Missouri, USA, (C), yes attended

Roger Boone, Marceline, Missouri, USA, (C), yes attended

Denrick Rose, Toronto, Canada, (C), yes attended
Present via Zoom:

Akpan Bassey — Nigeria, no did not attend

Ambrose Okoro — Nigeria, yes attended

Samuel Marques — Brazil, yes attended

Ezra Ledger — St. Vincent, (C), yes attended & participated

Andy Fauth — Idaho, USA, (C), no did not attend
e Headquarter Happenings — Report by Sophia Fleming

(top I-r) President—

(0]

Sophia reported that we need articles and Bible studies for the
ACTS magazine. A recent development for the

Tom Kendrick;
Vice-President—

ACTSforGod.org website is the ability to develop online S;Z‘é?e'i’sof?
forms. She would like to work with the L&C Committee to Ezra Ledng/er;
develop an online form for the Ministerial applications. (bottom I-r) Les DeSouza;
Sophia requested that a motion be made to cancel the Wes Higgins
Advocating Christ The Savior 3




Ministerial Council web page since it had not been used for 1 % years (motion was not discussed.) Maranatha
College is a focus to get online. The first course is Systematic Theology by Alva Huffer; it is a 29 lesson Biblical
Doctrines course that is being developed to be self-testing and self-grading. Samuel Marques is assisting with the
last few lessons ready to upload. Earl is also doing two lessons. Sophia hopes to do testing in the next few
months. Sophia is looking for volunteers, especially overseas, to test the course. Quarterlies and tracts are being
worked on by the Publications Committee.

0 In order to have a better idea of how to serve the pastors, Sophia requested members to answer two questions:
Why are you licensed through the General Council? What is something that we can do to support your ministry?
Those attending gave various answers including the necessity of licensing for their pastoral obligations,
connectivity to the General Council, and fellowship; in addition, they requested additional Biblical resources.

e Report of Publications Committee — Les DeSouza/Wes Higgins/Ezra Ledger/Byron Sanchez/Sophia Fleming

0 They have done various reviews of tracts and quarterlies, including Part 4 of Introduction to the Gospels
Quarterly, which has required many corrections. Some tracts have been pulled because they were outdated. Need
additional help on the Publications Committee, as they are down to four members.

e New business —
0 Goals for 2025-2026
= Quarterly study session meetings by Zoom (October and April) Tom Kendrick reviewed topics covered
during the past year’s Zoom sessions and participation. It was agreed that we want to continue with the
Zoom sessions.
= Semi-annual in-person (and via Zoom) training session— Ezra Ledger offered his church as the host for the in
-person session, pending approval by his church leadership. Marceline will be the back-up church.
* Topic suggestions for quarterly study sessions included the following:
o Signs of the Times/End Times from a biblical perspective, as we see world events. (Ezra)
e Family and Marriage — What books and relevant resources are churches using for marital and family
counseling? And, how to use them/put them in practice in our homes? (Samuel)
e What are churches doing in the context of family ministry? Share some successes and programs that are
working. (Jon)
How to set up a functional marriage counseling system.
Integrating young people into the church (Similar to October 2022 & January 2023 topic) (Denrick)
Substance abuse from the church’s perspective (Andy)
Chairman Tom Kendrick suggested that additional topics for discussion can be provided by Ministerial
Council members over the next two months.
= Ezra suggested that there be a semi-annual ministerial meeting, possibly held at the time of the in-person
Quarterly session. This would give another opportunity for all licensed ministers to share and discuss
concerns.

0 Global Ministries Discipleship and Evangelism Team — update (Sophia Fleming/Steve Boone) — no meetings
have been held this past year, but plan to continue in the future. We are an international organization and need to
coordinate with other countries. Materials need to be developed that are relevant to those countries. Possibly
have a designated contact in each country. Volunteers are needed

e  Other New Business

0 After discussion, Sophia offered to start a WhatsApp chat group for prayer requests, concerns, and Bible
discussion — ministers will be encouraged to sign up and join the conversation.

0 It was requested that a tract be written on Death and Resurrection. Sophia said we do have one.

0 It was requested that a tract be written on Preparing for the Lord’s Supper. Samuel Marques group donated a
children’s curriculum on this topic that has been translated. We are working on formatting and distribution.

e FElection of Ministerial Council Board Officers (Secretary & two board members)

0 Nominations were taken for Secretary. Nominees: David Moore and Ezra Ledger. By secret ballot, Ezra was
elected as secretary.

0 Nominations were taken for the two board member positions. Nominnees: Les DeSouza, Wes Higgins and David
Moore .(Rodney Boone declined.) By secret ballot, Les DeSouza and Wes Higgins were elected.

e Date and time of next annual meeting — A motion was made that the next annual meeting will be held Friday, July 3,
2026 at 10 a.m. MDT. s/c.

e A motion was made for adjournment of the meeting. s/c. Meeting closed with prayer by Denrick Rose at 12:25 p.m.
MDT
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Daughters of the ng

2025 DOK Annual Meeting Unofficial Minutes

- Thank you Beth Siddens, acting secretary, for taking notes.

: The 2025 annual DOK business meeting was held Wednesday, July 2, in the local church basement with 20 :
: ladies in attendance. :

: Thanks to Joyce Boone for decorations and refreshments. She decorated the room using a majestic solar :
- system theme. :

- The meeting was called to order by president, Linda Palmer. Doris Stucker led in an opening prayer.

: The treasurer’s report was presented by our treasurer, Marilyn Sheldahl. Motion to accept report as
- presented was made by Becky Lincoln and seconded by Doris Stucker. MSC :

- Joyce Boone presented a program on the Greatness of our God as seen by the wonder and size of our solar :
: system. She reminded us how marvelous it is that the God who created this solar system cares for each of us. :

- 1 was reminded of a song as she talked about how big and great our God is. “Our God is an awesome God, :
- He reigns from heaven above, Our God is an awesome God” :

: Thank you Joyce.
: Old Business:
: * Motion made to continue T-shirts for Campmeeting next year. MSC

e The DOK board met and decided we should support our youth by providing scholarships for camp :
attendance or possible mission trips. We offered $150.00 per approved application with a reference :
from a local church. Applications are available on our General Council web page.

e Report from Shema Orphanage — a fire burned their kitchen and grain mill. DOK sent funds to help :

with rebuilding. :
O There is still a need and much to do. — Contact General Council Headquarters for more :
information.

e The grass seed we helped purchase has been planted and growing well.
e DOK purchased a tetherball for the camp.

e DOK continues to provide support for the orphanage in Kenya helping with costs that allow girls to
attend school. :

e The DOK pays for Josko Kibet’s internet. He sent a letter thanking us. He uses the internet to help :
with his ministry work in Africa and translation work for the General Council. Motion made to :
continue paying for Josko Kibet’s internet. MSC :

e DOK provided funds for cleaning, painting shelves and some new pans for the kitchen.
e Motion made to continue to cover costs for children’s classes. MSC
. New Business:

- There was discussion on updating the Youth Snack Shack. It is hot and small. They also need ways to keep
: treats cool or frozen. :

e Motion made that the DOK explore possible renovations. MSC
- Sophia Fleming reported on a very active St. Vincent DOK group.

- We discussed how we can improve communication between women’s groups nationally and internationally. :
. Sophia will look into this, including a contact list of the known ladies’ groups with contact info. :

: Hailey Boone closed our meeting in prayer.

- Please pray for guidance, direction and God’s blessing on all the women who are blessed to be Daughters of :
- the King. :

: God Bless all, Linda

Advocating Christ The Savior 5
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Christian Youth Boardi(unofficial)*: .
Caleb Rice; RacheI—Secretary :
Audrey—treasurer; )
Solomon—Presndent

The Torchbearers: Passmg Down Faith and Tradition

Every generation of our church
#]is as a link in a chain,
indisputably  connected and
influenced by each other; the
] weakness of one is passed to the
{ next, and the strength of another
k is held by the following. No one
{ present is here on accident, at
least as far as I know. Each one
)| of us is here because someone
gave us the faith, the torch that
is, whether it was a stranger, or a friend, or coworker, or
sister, or brother, whether it was father or mother, you
were taught to hold the torch. It is said in Deuteronomy
6:6-9:
And these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. (KJV)
This was the original plan to pass down that
proverbial torch, to teach the children to love the Lord
with all their heart, with all their soul, and with all their

by Jacob Archer

might. Do not be mistaken, we are not to teach this only
on the Sabbath, but every day. It is the responsibility of
the parents to teach their children, when you are in your
homes, and as you walk. To teach them love, to teach
them faith, to teach them history. As it is written in
Psalm 78:1-7:
Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears
to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a
parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: Which we
have heard and known, and our fathers have told
us. We will not hide them from their children,
shewing to the generation to come the praises of the
LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works
that he hath done. For he established a testimony in
Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he
commanded our fathers, that they should make them
known to their children: That the generation to
come might know them, even the children which
should be born; who should arise and declare them
to their children: That they might set their hope in
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his
commandments. (KJV)
We are to show and tell the coming generations of the
praises of the Lord, His strength and works and power,
so that they will not forget what God has done and so
will keep his commandments.

6
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You have a personal responsibility in passing the
flame, to teach the coming youth how to work,
organize, and follow the Lord—a responsibility to
mentor and make disciples of God.

When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that

is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois,

and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in
thee also. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that
thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the
putting on of my hands. For God hath not given us

the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a

sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:5-7 KJV)

Paul speaks to Timothy of the faith and obedience
passed from his grandmother Lois to his mother Eunice,
and finally to Timothy, three generations of faith. And
Timothy, who is sent by Paul to mentor and provide
leadership to early churches, provides an example of
passing on faith without having to be a parent, because
the Lord knows we shouldn’t keep our faith to
ourselves. We should spread it to everyone. Go and
mentor a youth, go teach classes, lead in the church, and
find those dead in the spirit and bring them back. Even
just being a model for godly living will draw more to
the faith.

Tradition—tradition without heart and without
passion becomes a ritual. But, when tradition is alive,
when we have passion in our churches, and fire in our
hearts, we may be anchored in truth.

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:

But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy

God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy

son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD

blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. (Exodus

20:8-11 KJV)

One of the clearest traditions we’ve received and an
important one to our church is to keep the Sabbath, go
to church on Saturday, rest, be reminded of creation and
the covenant. At least gather with another believer, for
the Sabbath is a sign between the Lord and His people.

Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying,

Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign

between me and you throughout your generations;

that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth
sanctify you. (Exodus 31:13 KJV)

Be aware, someone is watching you. Whether it’s
your child, your neighbor, a youth member, a new
believer, stranger, or someone who is drawn by the
faith, you are leaving an impact, and it does matter.
Even if it is small, your mannerisms, how you talk, how
you act, will leave little impacts on people. They will
notice unconsciously. Maybe they’ll notice it and dwell
on it.

A tree falls the way it leans, so make sure you’re
leaning toward the Lord. Remember, you will never be
perfect, so don’t beat yourself up about it. Just live by
example, be faithful, pass on our traditions and faith, as
that is our torch.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Self

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Memory Verse: Romans 14:13

Each and every person that lives for God must be a living example
of Godliness. Thus, the most important one to be an example for is
each other. Our very actions can help cause a brother or a sister to lose
faith in God and to backslide back into the world. Do we ever stop and
think what the result of our actions in doing or saying many things can
be? Just because we think something is alright to do or say, doesn’t
make it so. What does the Bible say? What does God say? Shall we
continue until we are struck down by God or until our conscience is
seared by a hot iron. We must take careful consideration for our
brother’s wellbeing as well as our own. We cannot save our brother or
sister from their sins but we can make sure we aren’t doing or saying
things to cause them to sin.

1. Why must we be careful in what we do, where we go, and what we

say etc.? Romans 14:13; 1 Corinthians 8:9

NOTE: We must stop and think what could be the result of
something we may have started.

2. Why does what we do make it possible for a brother or sister to

stumble? 1 Corinthians 8:7-11

NOTE: If we know the truth, we must keep the truth.

3. Why must we keep true to God and the truth he has shown us?

1 Corinthians 8:12-13; 1 Timothy 4:16; Ephesians 5:8

NOTE: We have all probably backslidden at one time or another.
4. 4. Instead of always doing what we want to do, what should we be

considering? Romans 15:1-6; Gal. 6:2
5. If we don’t care about what may result from our actions, what does

this mean?

NOTE: If we don’t care, our conscience and heart are not flesh but
stone, and God’s Spirit is being grieved, and we know that it will not
stay in an unclean temple.

6. If we think of others first, what does this mean? 1 John 2:9-10;

1 John 3:10-11
7. What can keep us from doing selfish things to one another?

Romans 12 9-10; Colossians 4:5
8. What can keep us all on the right track? 1 Thessalonians 5:22;

Colossians 2:6

NOTE: If we keep our mind on God, we will look to the things of

God and not put a stumbling block in our brother’s way. Pace &
age

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

The Penalty for Sin
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 53:1-12
Memory Verse: Isaiah 53:5

Sin entered into the world through Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden. What was their sin? The sin of wanting to be something or have
something which God forbade them to have or even seek after and
straightforwardly warned them of the consequences.

The penalty for sin was death. Today, we are still paying the
consequences. Many times we are forgiven of our sins; however, in
order to teach us and help us to remember, we have to pay a price.

Jesus came to give us all an individual opportunity to serve our
Almighty Father. He paid for our sins. The price He paid was not
cheap. The salvation for mankind cost a bitter and expensive price.
Through this lesson, may we learn that sin always has a severe price
tag— “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23 KJV).

1. What other penalties were added for the sin committed by Adam
and Eve? Genesis 3:16-19; Romans 5:12

2. What penalty did Cain pay for his sin? Genesis 4:11-12

3. What effect does sin have on our relationship with God? Psalms
66:18; Isaiah 59:1-2; Joshua 7:11-12

4. How speedily has God sent judgement upon sinners? Acts 5:1-11

5. Does God sometimes delay His judgement upon sinners? Jude 6;
2 Peter 3:3-9; 2 Peter 2:9

6. Do you feel that there is much truth in Ecclesiastes 8:11-13?

7. Will we be able to escape the judgement that will come upon us
all? Hebrews 12:25; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; Romans 2:3-11

< The penalty for sin is inevitable. The question we must ask is
whether the price is worth the end result? Death is spoken of as a
great enemy (1 Corinthians 15:26). The enemy will continue to
claim many for eternity by its controller (Satan). Revelations 22
speaks of the joy, peace, and love that will reign after the
resurrection, but all those who have chosen sin are destroyed. Then
once again, we can live in Paradise.
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True Conversion
Scripture Reading: Acts 19:20-41
Memory Verse: Matthew 18:3

“So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed” (Acts 19:20).
Demetrius, a silversmith who made his wealth by making silver shrines
for the goddess Diana of the Ephesians, is an example of true
conversion. In our scripture reading, we can read of his anger with
Gaius and Aristarchus who were preaching about the one and only true
God. In 3 John 12, we read of the Demetrius who has been converted.
3 John was an Epistle of John to Gaius informing him of Demetrius’
growth in the truth. We can imagine the joy Gaius must have felt when
hearing the welfare of this one man who withstood him when
preaching the gospel at Ephesus.

1. What change appeared in the apostle Paul’s life? Acts 9:1-6;
1 Timothy 1:11-13; Philippians 3:6-7

2. How did Peter change after his conversion? Matthew 26:69-75;
Acts 2:38-40.3

3. If we are truly converted, will there have to be change in one’s life?
Rom. 6:1-12

4. How, and by what, were we redeemed? 1 Corinthians 3:6-11

NOTE: The Corinthian church was far from perfect. They had
problems. Many, after receiving the truth and being converted, turned
again to fornication. Chapter 3 exhorts some who were going to the
judgement seats instead of taking wrong. Paul has to remind them that
this behavior is uncomely for truly converted saints.

5. What is involved in staying faithful toward God? 1 Corinthians
9:27

6. What is true conversion? Romans 12:1-2; Psalms 51:10-11;
Galatians 6:15; 2 Corinthians 5:16-18

True conversion is a new person. New thoughts, new actions, new
desires, and all former things are passed away; all things are clearly
focused on God and his will.

Uncertainties And Certainties

Scripture Reading: Galatians 5

Memory Verse: Galatians 5:15

Our lives each and every day are filled with uncertainties and there
are also things we are certain of. We must be sure now while it is
called today. And when we are certain which way we must go, we
must make a stand. We haven’t the time to second guess or be wishy
washy about the things of God. We must be certain of our path.

1. What are some uncertainties in life? Proverbs 31:30; Men’s
Promises, (Psalms 146:3); Riches, Proverbs 23:5; The Future,
(Proverbs 27:1); Friendship, (John 16:32); Life Itself, (James 4:14);
Earthly Glory, (1 Peter 1:24)

2. What certainties make us feel comforted? God’s Promises 1 Kings
8:56; Sure Reward (Matthew 10:24; Revelations 21: 14), Assured
Acceptance by Jesus (John 6:37); God’s Love (Romans 8:38-39);
Certain House with God (2 Corinthians 5:1)

3. What certainties will happen to sinners? Exposure (Numbers
32:23); Judgement Dividing the Righteous from the Sinner
(Ecclesiastes 12:14; Matthew 25:31-33)

4. What is a certainty we all must face? Ecclesiastes 8:8; Romans
5:12; Hebrews 9:27

5. Why must we be sure where we stand? Ephesians 4:13-15;
Philippians 1:27; 4:1

6. Who can make us certain or sure of our stand? Galatians 5:1;
Hebrews 3:6; 4:14

#  Christ the Son and God the Father are always there to help us make
our stand. Of this we must be sure.

7. What can happen to us if we are not certain and making our
rightful stand? Revelations 3:3, 15 & 16
As God’s word tells us, once a man has taken hold of the plow and

looks back, he is not worthy of the Kingdom of God. Here is the time
we must be certain on what steps to take for our salvation. As Jesus’s
coming draws closer, we don’t have the luxury of being uncertain on
how God wants us to live. While it is yet called today, we must be
found doing, and standing firm in the Lord.
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We hope you have just as much fun as the kids at Campmeeting had coloring and decorating this heart to
help you remember that Jesus loves you!

Campmeeting Kids’ Ministry Highlights Throughout the week, they enjoyed crafting,

‘ : 14 outdoor games, engaging Bible stories, and joyful
The kids at Campmeeting had a wonderful time songs. Their Sabbath afternoon performance was a

growing in their faith and friendships as they learned: | % essing—so full of energy and heartfelt

e About Zacchaeus and his encounter with Jesus  epthusiasm!

e What it means to be fishers of men Special thanks to Connie Hicks, our children’s classes
coordinator, for her care and leadership. We’re also

* That Jesus loves them deeply and personally incredibly grateful for our fantastic helpers: Vanessa

e How to be a witnesses for Christ Stucker, Wayne Hicks, Vicki Moore, and Alethea
Gray. Your dedication made everything possible and
memorable!

Advocating Christ The Savior 9



Men’s Breakfast

Camp Choir |
Campmeeting Cash Flow Analysis as of July 25t

Previous Balance | ooo] |
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Donations Received 11/2024-7/2025 14617.96) |

Total Funds Available for the 2025 Campmeeting 14,617.96 8

Ependitures | ] 0|
I_
| [Meals (includes Kitchen Staff Wages) | 8989.67 |
[ise. 000000000 ursl 00|
| [Program (Includes Children and Activities) | 1,378.26 |
[ Joupplies | 2268 |
| [Estimated Utilities | 80000 |
|| Totalbxpenses] [ 12,504.9]

Campmeeting 2025
Memories

July/August
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Fun for all
generations
—rain or shine!
Horseshoes and
A waterslides brought
smiles in the rain, and
volleyball took over
once the sun came
out. The day was
e filled with laughter,
: connection, and
a little something for
everyone to enjoy.
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Headquarters Happenings By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager
Jul-Aug 2025

2025 Unofficial Annual Meeting Minutes
9:45 a.m., July 2™, 2025

Session 1:
Meeting Facilitator: Earl Rice, President; Meeting Secretary: Sophia Fleming
1) Called to Order by the President with prayer at 9:55 a.m. MDT, then read Deuteronomy 31:6-8
*Read the names on the registry. (Voted on by the Board members.) m/s/c
Registration Committee: David Moore and Tom Kendrick
2) President’s Report — Earl Rice gave a brief summary of what the Board of Directors had worked on over the last
year.
3) Approval of Minutes: Minutes read by Sophia Fleming. Motion to approve minutes. m/s/c
4) Reading of Committee Reports:
a) A Word from the President: Earl Rice
1) Earl shared a few words of encouragement.
b) Youth Report: Jacob Archer, Chairman
1) The Youth Board has met nearly every other week this past year. They canceled Northwest Youth Camp in
Cascade due to low attendance caused by a scheduling conflict with another camp. During Campmeeting,
they’ve planned classes and activities and have an outing to Bogus Basin on Thursday.
c) Daughters of the King Report: Linda Palmer, President
1) The DOK will be introducing a by-law amendment to change their voting structure. This year, they began
offering youth scholarships for camps or mission trips. This year, funds supported kitchen upgrades and
cleaning, a new tetherball set, contributed to replacing the burned mill at Shema Orphanage, covering some
tuition for girls, and supporting Josko’s internet as he translates for the Publishing House. They also have funds
for children’s classes.
d) Ministerial Council Report: Tom Kendrick, President
1) Noted that the Ministerial Council is still a relatively young organization within the General Council. The MC
Board had nearly perfect attendance during their monthly meetings. The Publications Committee continued to
meet and review tracts and quarterlies. The MC Board again hosted 3 quarterly forums, 2 via Zoom and 1 as a
3-day in-person/Zoom. They are enjoying increased connectivity.
e) License & Credential Committee Report: Jonathan Carson, Chairman
1) The L&C met eight times this past year. One licensed minister advanced to Credential status. No new licensing
or affiliation applications were received, though several inquiries came through the website. Currently, three
licensing applications are in progress. Moving forward, the L&C will focus on documenting unaffiliated-but-
connected churches and councils, improving the vetting process for candidates, and updating the license
application.
f) Treasurer and Headquarters Report: Sophia Fleming, Treasurer/Administrator
1) Motion to approve financials as presented. m/s/c
ii) Over the past year, our online presence has grown steadily, with 142 Facebook likes and 152 followers, and we
now have 126 YouTube subscribers. Our website, ACTSforGod.org, offers a range of resources, including 27
archived issues of the ACTS, Campmeeting audio recordings from 1974, over 50 children’s PDFs, and 545
pages of Bible studies, many in three languages. We’ve launched new features like online forms and are
continuing to assist in the development of Maranatha College Online. Updated quarterlies include the
Introduction to the Gospels series, and plans are underway to adapt the Systematic Theology course into a
doctrinal quarterlies study. Mission donations and the tithes set aside from facility rental funds supported
medical, educational, and emergency needs at the Ngopen and Shema orphanages, as well as other foreign
missionary efforts. A Nigeria mission trip is being considered for late 2025. Staffing adjustments allowed Earl
Rice to assist with facilities so that Sophia could tend to family needs, and we remain grateful for the dedicated
service of Randy Sedlacek, Sheryl Henderson, Noel Stockwell, and Nathan Palmer.
g) Marantha College Report: Earl Rice, Chairman
1) Continued to develop the first online course. Samuel Marques has come alongside us and has been helping
with the Doctrines 101 class questions. The first course is projected to be online this year.
h) Facility Subcommittee Report: Earl Rice, Chairman
i) Several improvements have been made to the MPB, including painting the doors, frames, and men’s bathroom,
sealing the main floor, upgrading emergency lighting, and installing automatic restroom door openers. We
were able to complete the joint project with the DOK and Meridian Church that resulted in the reseeding of the
grass between the buildings. New and renewed rental contracts have also been secured. Looking ahead, a 75th
anniversary flower bed is planned for the south side of the MPB. The DOK also hopes to support a basketball

12 July/August 2025 ACTS



court for the Youth, though that project is currently on hold due to cost. A brief update was also given

regarding our irrigation system.

*Reading of new names on the registry. 7 new names were added to the registry, motion to approve m/s/c

5) Elections:
a) Reading of Acts 6:2-3 by the President and Election:

b) Board Member Elections — (3-Year Terms) — Earl Rice, President (2026); Tom Kendrick, Vice-President (2026);
Roger Boone (2026); David DeVous (2027); David Moore (2027); Les DeSouza (2025); Steve Boone (2025).
1) Nominees: Les DeSouza; Craig Moore; (Declined Steve Boone and Greg Wallace)
(1) Motion to accept the two nominees to fill the two positions. m/s/c
Les and Craig are the new Board members, terms expiring in 2028.
c) Election of License & Credential Committee Members — (2-Year Terms) — Jonathan Carson, Chair (2026);
Denrick Rose (2026); Steve Boone (2025); Les DeSouza (2025); Wes Higgins (2025).
i) Nominees: Les DeSouza, Steve Boone, Wes Higgins. (Craig Moore declined.)
(1) Motion to accept the three nominees to fill the three positions. m/s/c
Steve Boone; Les DeSouza; Wes Higgins, terms expiring 2028.

*Reading of new names on the registry. No new names were added.
Old Business:
a) Parking Lot in place of the grassy area south of the duplex.

6)

1) Options include pavement, gravel, or bark. Payment would be very expensive; bark/wood chips would be the
least expensive. Motion to move forward with a road mix parking lot in front of the Duplex if feasible. m/s/c
b) (Question was raised about the park at the Northend of the property. No plans at this time due to waiting on the

development next door.)

c) Previous year’s Annual Minutes in May/June Issue of ACTS and at the beginning of Campmeeting. — Minutes
were not in the May/June issue due to space; however, the business meeting packets, including the minutes, were

available at the entrances of both the MPB and tabernacle.

1) It was suggested that we add the packet to the Campmeeting Event Page for earlier viewing.

d) Better WIFI for RV spots. — The Wi-Fi equipment has been ordered and should be installed on July 3"
Motion to close the 1* session and reconvene at 3:00 p.m. MDT. m/s/c

7

Session 2: The second session was called to order at 3:18 p.m. MDT with prayer by David Moore.

*Reading of new names on the registry. 2 names added m/s/c

8) New Business:

a) DOK Bylaw Change — Appendix A — The bylaw change was presented and discussed; there were no concerns
voiced. This amendment change will be voted on during the 2026 Annual Meeting.

b) Christian Youth Restructuring

i) Concerns were raised about the 13-30 age group designation, with some feeling it may no longer be

appropriate or relevant in today’s society.

(1) Motion to create a committee to determine the needs of the Youth and the possible need to restructure the
bylaws for the Youth. m/s/c (Volunteers for this committee include Craig and Melanie Moore; Mariah
Wilson, David DeVous, Sophia Fleming, and any Youth Board members.)

¢) L&C Licensing Structuring

i) Currently, we have two designations: Licensed Minister or Credentialed Minister. Proposal to separate
licensing into two types of licensing, one for general ministry and one for those seeking a position as a church

pastor.
(1) Motion to have the L&C proceed with the
discussion of making this change. m/s/c
d) Minutes from the Annual Meeting be approved by the

Board of Directors at their next meeting instead of reading

and approving the minutes during the following annual

meeting.

i) Motion to create a committee to make a Bylaw change
to change Article XI, section 5. m/s/c (Volunteers are
David DeVous, Wes Higgins, and Sophia Fleming.)

e) 2026 Campmeeting Dates:

1) Proposed Dates June 29th-July 4th. Motion to approve
June 29™-July 4™ m/s/c

ii) 2026 Annual Meeting Proposed - Wed, July l1st at

9:45 a.m. Motion to approve Wed, July 1st at 9:45

a.m. as the 2026 Annual Business Meeting. m/s/c
Adjournment at 4:31 p.m. MDT, closing prayer by
Wes Higgins

9)

Cash Flow Analysis Beginning | Ending

as of June - 2025 Balance | Balance

Designated Funds Mar 31 | Jun 30"
Building Fund 151.52 151.52
Campmeeting Fund 350.00( -1,602.22
Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00
Missions 18,560.87| 19,849.21
Park Fund 3,960.00 | 3,960.00

Funds for Operating Expenses

General Fund -1,068.76| 1,530.48
Repairs Fund (10% of Rent)| 1,383.60 888.36

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses
for Fiscal Year 2024/2025 = $10,433.22

Advocating Christ The Savior
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From the West Meadow

Jesus declared, “I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he
shall live” (John 11:25). The hope of salvation
depends on our belief, or faith, in Christ. But what
does it mean to believe in Jesus Christ? Belief, or
faith (which are often interchangeable), in Jesus
Christ shows a sense of action, not just mere
credence. Abel, through faith, believed

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

John calls belief on the name of Jesus Christ a
command to love (1 John 3:23). Jesus says, “If you
love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). Our
belief in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior requires
action on our part. In Acts 2, the Jewish attendees of
the Holy Day celebration of the Feast of the
Harvest—called Pentecost in the New Testament—
believed Peter when he condemned

God and worshiped Him accordingly.
In Hebrews 11:4, it is witnessed that he
was righteous. Noah proved his belief
in what God told him by building a

Active belief in Jesus Christ
will lead to abundant life
here, and here after.

their responsibility in the crucifixion of
Jesus. This belief in what Peter said
“cut to the heart,” and they cried out
for help. Peter told them to follow this

boat, by which his actions ‘“condemned the
world” (Hebrews 11:7). Rahab had faith and
believed—her action of belief was to hide the spies
(Hebrews 11:31). Romans 4:3 tells us: “Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” How did he reveal his beliefs? He
offered his son as a sacrifice — see James 2:21. It was
the action of offering his only son that proved his
belief to God. But someone may say, “These are all
Old Testament examples of belief and faith. What
about New Testament belief in Jesus Christ?” It was
Enoch who first approached the subject of belief in
Christ. Jude, the brother of James, writes, “Now
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied...saying,
‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His
saints” (Jude 1:14). James, in addressing the brethren
scattered across the face of the earth, said, “You
believe that there is one God. You do well.” But then
he adds that “the demons believe — and
tremble!” (James 2:19). What James is saying is that
simple belief or credence is not enough. All it does
for the demons is produce fear. Belief in Jesus will
produce actions of righteousness.

RN T T 7T7]

GC Board: (top I-r) Roger Boone;
Earl Rice, President; David Moore;
Tom Kendrick, Vice-President; Craig Moore;
(bottom I-r) David DeVous; Les DeSouza

new understanding, this new belief, with action—
repent and be baptized. And then they would receive
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Our belief in Jesus Christ
requires action on our parts.

Someone about now will think of Ephesians
2:8-9. “For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone should boast.” They are
right. Works won’t save us. But generally, verse 10 is
forgotten. “For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.” You see
that? We are created to do works! James goes on to
say, “faith [which is belief in Christ Jesus] by itself, if
it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17).

So what do you believe—do your actions reflect
your belief? Paul calls this walk in Christ “The
Way” (Acts 24:14), and is referred to as “the Way”
throughout the book of Acts. “The Way” implies
action on our part. Jesus said, “I am the door. If
anyone enters by Me, he will be saved...I have come
that they may have life, and that they may have it
more abundantly” (John 10:9-10). R

License
&
Credential
Committee

(top I-r) Chairman—Jonathan Carson, Steve Boone,
Les DeSouza, (bottom I-r) Wes Higgins, Denrick Rose
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE

God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.

GOD

God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.
JESUS

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God's
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God'’s Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD

Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God'’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION

Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God's
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God'’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN’S SALVATION

God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God's family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION

God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH

God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God'’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the
relationship of individuals to God:

Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God's reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of God.
Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread and to
drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and blood that
was sacrificed. And to do this as they had commemorated the
Jewish Passover.

The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/Christian
Passover is for the church, as a community, and for individuals
tohrecognize and remember Jesus’s instruction to serve each
other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God'’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God'’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will

include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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