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President’s Letter
May 2025

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

This year has really been flying by. Our 75"
annual Meridian Campmeeting is fast approaching.
The Campmeeting Planning Committee is
continuing to put the final touches on the planning.
The Christian Youth is also busy with planning their
Northwest Youth Camp which will be June 25-29.

The current state of the world is chaotic. What
we need to remember as Christians is that we should
love each other as Christ loves us. John 15:12 states:
“This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you.” When we show our
love for one another, it shows the world the love that
God has for us. It should not matter what a person
looks like, if they have done something wrong to
you, or if they are rich or poor.

There is a parable in Luke 10 about the good
Samaritan. A man was stripped, beaten, and left for
dead on the side of the road. A priest and a Levite
passed by and were repulsed by the man, so they

went to the other side of the road and passed the man
without helping. Then a Samaritan came by and
helped the man. He picked him up and put him on
his animal and took him to an inn where he cleaned
him up and provided him with refuge. When the
Samaritan had to leave, he told the inn keeper that he
would cover any additional charges that were
incurred until the man was healed. We should all be
like that Samaritan: helping others—no matter what
they look like.

May God continue to bless each and every one of
you. I look forward to seeing you at the Meridian
Campmeeting.

Earl Rice, President
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day)

See the insert for the
Campmeeting calendar and
event invitations!

NOTIFICATION: There will be discussion on a Constitution and Bylaw change during the 2025
General Business meeting. The Daughters of the King will be presenting wording to stagger the terms of

the Daughters of the King Board. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Linda Palmer
through the Publishing House/Headquarters. (See more information on page 13.)

2025 Business Meeting Elections:
Wednesday, July 2
General Council Board: (3-Year Term)

Name: Year Term Expires:
Earl Rice (President) 2026
Tom Kendrick (Vice-President) 2026
Roger Boone 2026
David Moore 2027
David DeVous 2027
Steve Boone 2025
Les DeSouza 2025

License and Credentialing: (2-Year Term)

2025 Ministerial Council Elections:
Friday, July 4

Ministerial Council Board: (3-Year Term)

Name: Year Term Expires:
Tom Kendrick (President) 2027
Steve Boone (Vice-President) 2026
Wes Higgins (Secretary) 2025
Rodney Boone 2025
Les DeSouza 2025

2025 Daughters of the King Board:

Name: Year Term Expires:

Jonathan Carson (Chairman) 2026 Linda Palmer (President) 2026

Denrick Rose 2026 Melanie Moore (Vice-President) 2026

Steve Boone 2025 | Marilyn Sheldahl (Secretary/Treasurer)____ 2026

Les De§'ozfza 2025 Kim Boyd 2026

Wes Higgins 2025 Alice Day 2026
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Costly Grace

Isaiah 53 is a messianic prophecy where Isaiah
describes our Messiah, Jesus Christ. I challenge you to
review this chapter today and think about how Isaiah is
describing our Messiah. What does he say about what
Jesus was experiencing? Here’s what | hear.

Jesus was rejected by His own people. His
appearance was so marred that men were astonished by
it. He was acquainted with grief. We hid our faces from
Him. He was despised. He was not viewed with respect.
He was considered afflicted by God. He was oppressed.
He was put in prison. He made His grave with the
wicked. He was bruised. He was numbered with the
transgressors. Can we relate to any of those experiences
in our lives? Are we acquainted with grief? Are we not
viewed with respect? I’m sure many of us can to some
extent.

This time of year is a good season to think about
Jesus and about our Heavenly Father that gave us His
only Son as a sacrifice. It is a time to reflect and
consider the gift God has given us and our walk with
Jesus our Savior.

Psalm 22 also describes Jesus and speaks of His
suffering. We see Jesus here describing that He feels
forsaken by God. He says He is a worm. He says He is a
reproach of men and despised of the people. All that see
Him laugh at Him. They are shaking their heads and
saying, “Let the Lord that He trusted in deliver Him
now.” Despite all that rejection by mankind, He
remembers that the Lord has always been with Him;
even from the womb. He continues to trust in the
LORD. Even though strong and powerful men are
attacking Him; even though there are none to help, still
He knows that God is near.

His strength is poured out like water. All His bones
are out of joint. His heart is like wax. His strength is
dried up. His tongue sticks to His jaws. He is laid in the
dust of death. The wicked have pierced His hands and
feet. They stare at Him. They cast lots for His clothing.
And yet—in spite of it all—He cries to the LORD, “Be
not far from me. Deliver me, God.” And He is
delivered. We know that our Lord Jesus died and then
was delivered from death. He is raised from the dead as
the first fruits of those that are resurrected.

Jesus suffered during His life on the earth. He was
rejected by His people. On the cross, He cried out the
words of Psalm 22, “My God, My God why have you
forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34). He was truly fighting a
battle, and He experienced every one of those
statements in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53. Yet, God’s
protection was over Him.

I want us now to switch our perspective from Jesus
to ourselves. In Mark 8:27-28 Jesus asked His disciples,
“Who do men say that I am?” We hear their answers:

by Steve Boone

“John the Baptist; but some say, Elijah; and others, one
of the prophets.”

In Mark 8:29-30 Jesus then asked, “But who do you
say that I am?” (emphasis added). Bold Peter speaks up
and says what is on everyone’s mind, “You are the
Christ.” Then Jesus said a strange thing, “Don’t tell
anyone that [ am Him.” Be quiet about that. And Jesus
begins to teach them that the Son of Man, the Messiah,
must suffer many things and be rejected by the Jews
and that He would be killed and after three days would
rise again. We know with 20-20 hindsight that this was
necessary for Scripture to be fulfilled. And that is what
Jesus is telling His disciples here.

Jesus was the promised Messiah. When He died on
the cross, it was because He was rejected by His people.
They rejected the claims He made about Himself. And
yet, any attempt to prevent that rejection Jesus describes
here is the work of the devil! It is an attempt to prevent
Jesus, God’s Son, from becoming the sacrifice that God
intended!

As we think about these verses about the Messiah in
Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, we see that Jesus truly fulfilled
the prophecies that were necessary for the “Son of Man”
to fulfill. The Messiah was to come as the perfect lamb
of God and He was to suffer.

Peter, the very person Jesus appointed as the head of
the church, is the one that challenges Jesus when He
teaches this to His disciples. It shows how foreign the
idea was that Jesus the Messiah would come as the
suffering servant of Isaiah 53. It was a scandal to His
followers. Put yourself in Peter’s shoes. I left everything
to follow you. We are going to take our country back
from these Roman occupiers!

This attitude also showed that Peter did not want to
suffer. The apostles did not want to suffer. Think about
it! They wanted to be part of a great kingdom!

And so, Jesus goes on to make it clear here in Mark
8, as He speaks to the crowd and to His disciples, that
suffering is a necessity for His followers as well. This is
a hard saying. One of the Lord’s disciples is only a
disciple in so far that he shares his Lord’s suffering and
rejection and crucifixion.

If we are to be disciples of Jesus today, do we also
have to suffer and be rejected and crucified? Does this
law of the cross that Jesus speaks of apply to us and in
what way?

Jesus in these verses, gives the disciples and the
crowd with Him an out. Jesus says, “If anyone would
come after Me ...” (emphasis added). He sets the
crowd free to choose or to reject Him. Nobody can be
forced to follow Him. As Jesus says, “If any man would
come after Me, let him deny himself!” (Mark 8:34)

4
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If we are to deny ourselves, we are to be aware only
of Christ and not ourselves. We are to see only Jesus
who has gone before us. We are not to look down at the
road or the path that following Him leads us. It is not an
easy path to follow the way and keep close to Him.

The call to follow our Messiah means to undergo
temptation. It means to bear the sins of others. In doing
that, we must bear the shame and be driven—Iike the
scapegoat—into the wilderness and away from the gate
of the city. We would not be able to bear this shame if it
were not that we are given the support of Jesus, who
also bore that shame.

It is this call to follow Jesus that means that we also
are to forgive the sins of others. In Galatians 6:2, we are
called to “bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ.” As Christ bears our burdens, so we are
called to bear the burdens of our fellow man. We are not
only to bear him up by helping with his physical needs,
but we are also to bear him up in his sin. The only way
we can do that is by forgiving our brother or sister in the
power of the cross of Christ in which we all now share.

Suffering then is the badge of true discipleship. The
disciple is not above his master. If we refuse to take up
our cross and follow Him, we have given up our
fellowship with Christ and have ceased to follow Him.
In the same way, we are told that if we would follow
Jesus we must deny ourselves and take up His cross and
follow Him. Jesus said that whoever in this evil
generation we live in is ashamed of Him and of His
words, so also the Son of Man will be ashamed of him
when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy
angels.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer is a pastor who lived in
Germany during Hitler’s third Reich. Because of his
faith, he spoke out against Hitler. He felt it was the
place of a true Christian to help those who were
suffering—which was mainly the Jews of Germany. He
eventually became involved in the resistance to Hitler
and even in a failed assassination plot against him. This
is not what you would expect from a pastor. He was put
in prison and put to death by the Nazis just three weeks
before the end of the war. At the heart of his belief was
the statement, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him
come and die.” This is exactly what Jesus says in Mark
8. He writes about this suffering in one of his books
called, The Cost of Discipleship. In that book, he speaks
of grace as being costly and explains why, he contrasts
that with a widely held view among Christians of a
“cheap grace.”

I want to share the contrast that he makes between
“costly grace” and “cheap grace.” I think this will speak
to what Jesus was telling the crowd that day in history
when He said we are to take up our cross and follow
Him.

“Cheap grace” is the grace that is seen by some
Christians today. We hear some preach this easy path. It
is always based on the love of God. This easy path

means that we are giving our approval to the idea that
God loves us enough to send His Son to remove our
sins. In this easy path, there is no self-sacrifice that is
necessary. No change is needed. It is praying the
sinner’s prayer and going on with our lives just like
before. Grace alone does everything. We can continue
with our lives after accepting this salvation; living just
as we did before we made our commitment to follow
Jesus.

This cheap grace provides justification for sins
without the need for the sinner to leave his sin. In this
view, there is preaching of a forgiveness without
repentance. This grace is what we give to ourselves. It
is submitting to baptism without listening to the
discipline the church provides. (Why go to church? I
have all I need: His grace) It is receiving grace without
walking a new path, the path of discipleship. It is grace
without cost and without bearing the cross that is
described in Mark 8.

Contrast that with the costly grace Jesus is
describing. In Mark 8:34, Jesus challenges those who
would choose to follow Him to take up His cross. What
does it mean to take up our cross? Here is what Dietrick
Bonhoeffer says about it. Costly grace is like the
treasure hidden in the field. For the desire of that
treasure, we gladly sell ALL that we have to obtain it. It
is accepting the rule of Jesus as our King. For our king,
we gladly pluck out our eye that causes us to stumble. It
is accepting the call of Jesus, at which the fisherman
gladly leaves his nets to follow, or the farmer gladly
takes his hand off the plow to follow.

Costly grace is the gospel that must be sought again
and again. It is listening to Matthew 7:7-8 where we are
told to ask and it will be given to you, seek and ye shall
find, knock and the door will be opened. Costly grace
means knocking at the door so we can enter. It is a
mental attitude of searching for that costly gift. It is
costly because it costs a man his life. It is grace because
it gives us the only true life. It is costly because it
condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner.
We are told in 1 Corinthians 6:20, “For you were
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s.” When we accept
this costly grace, our bodies are not our own. They are
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is within us (Verse
19). Therefore, we glorify God in our bodies and in our
spirit, which are God’s.

This grace is costly because it cost God the life of
His Son, and what has cost God much cannot be cheap
for us. Grace is costly because it calls us to submit to
the yoke of Christ. It is grace because Jesus said in
Matthew 11:28-30 that His yoke is easy and His burden
is light.

Costly grace is not to be thrown to the dogs for we
are told in Matthew 7:6 to not give dogs what is holy
and not to cast our pearls before swine. We shake the

(Continued on page 14)
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Kenya's Mission Work Update:

TURKANA MISSION TRIP REPORT

On behalf of Turkana churches, I want to share our appreciation very much to the General Council and
Marceline Missouri USA church for your humbly funded donation towards Kenya churches. Accordingly, the
request we made was successfully completed.

We built two (2) church structures with capacities of more than fifty to seventy (50-70) numbers which
already you have pictured.

We also bought 30 plastic chairs, for each church, the total cost for materials, labour and trip costed us
$386,000+/- KSH (KSH Kenyan Shillings or $3,000 USD) and on top of that we also offered 2 sacks of
clothes including shoes. We also managed to buy 11 iron sheets for the pastor’s office and some food for
them.

And finally, by the grace of God the Spirit of God took us again to Trans —Nzoia County, Kitale town
street for evangelism and managed to receive two families to Christ Jesus as personal savior and agreed to join
Sabbath Church of God fellowship.

We stayed there for 2 more days to teach them, and on the third day we offered them the Bible and ACTS
Magazine.

May Yahweh be glorifying for all.

Amen. Enock Mayaka

SABBATH CHURCH OF GOD KV2N7

: 111age 1 Sabbath Church (Mother Church)

- TIPS AT ol . ORIV S e P

Additional Information:

In November of 2022, we were introduced to this missionary work by the Chepkosiom Sabbath Church of
God in Sotik, Bomet, Kenya. Over the years the Chepkosiom church has supported the outreach work to the
refugees of the Kakuma Refugee Camp and specifically the Kalobeyei Integrated Settlement. The refugee
camp was established in the county of Turkana by the Kenyan government in 1992 following the arrival of the
“Lost Boys of Sudan” and was expanded in 2015 to accommodate the growing number of refugees from the
governmental unrest and famine of countries like Somalia, Ethiopia, South Sudan, the DR of Congo and
others. (https://www.unhcr.org/ke/kakuma-refugee-camp). Over the years the Chepkosiom Church has helped
to supply basic supplies, clothing, and even Bible study material printed from our very own Digital Studies
website!

The Turkana Mission Trip Report comes from a joint effort by the General Council and the Marceline
Church of God, Seventh Day of Marceline, Missouri, to fulfill the Chepkosiom church’s humble request for
assistance to help build two satellite churches in the adjoining villages of the Kalobeyei Settlement. We have
also received some donations from our members in addition to the funds that are set aside each month as a
tithe from the rents the General Council receives for the use of our buildings. Some of these funds were
combined with those sent from Marceline.

6 May/June 2025 ACTS
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Ruth

Read Ruth 1-4

Ruth was not an Israelite, but she married an
Israelite man who was living in her country. After
Ruth’s husband died, her mother-in-law, Naomi,
decided to move back to Israel and Ruth went with
her.

Ruth was very kind to Naomi. Ruth went to the
grain fields to gather grain for her and Naomi to eat.
Ruth met an Israelite man named Boaz and later
married him.

Although Ruth was not an Israelite, she chose to
love and worship God like her mother-in-law, Naomi.
When Ruth married Boaz, they continued to serve
God together. Ruth became the great-grandmother of
King David. Many years later, Jesus was born from
the same family. This story teaches us that God loves
and accepts anyone who believes in Him.

Ruth chose to believe in God; people who were
not born Israelites could choose to worship God. We,
also, can make the choice to love and worship God.

Boaz had married Ruth so that the land that
Ruth’s first husband had could be hers again. This is
what Jesus has done for us also. Jesus died so He
could redeem (save) us from sin and bring us back to
a right relationship with God again. It is our choice
whether we choose to accept the free gift of salvation
He offers and then follow Him. Or whether we chose
to follow our own sinful ways—doing whatever we
want and not paying any attention to God and God’s
Word, the Bible.

What choice have you made? You might want to

talk to your mom, dad, Pastor or Sabbath School
teacher about helping you make the right choice: to
follow and serve God. Do it today!
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

JUST BECAUSE IT’S THE RIGHT THING TO DO
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 4:7-19
Memory Verse: Philippians 4:8

As the first verse in our scripture reading says: “BUT THE
END OF ALL THINGS IS AT HAND”, we start out knowing the
crucialness of what the rest of the verse tells us. “BE YE THEREFOR
SOBER, AND WATCH UNTO PRAYER” (1 Peter 4:7 KJV emphasis
added). This verse clearly shows us now is the time to forget ourselves
and to watch and make sure we are sober to the things of God. For if
we reject those things of God we also reject God. Now is the time we
do all things just because it’s right to do them.

1. Being as the days are short how are we to treat others? 1 Peter
4:8-10.

2. How should our speech be? 1 Peter 4:11; 1 Corinthians 2:13.

3. What is the strongest example we can show others? James 1:22
-24; 4:11.

4. What seems to be the problem of most people now today?
James 2:15-16; Ezekiel 34:18; Matthew 25:42-43; Proverbs
1:19. (Thinking of ourselves or self gain.)

5. Why can’t people see these faults? Job 14:4; Ecclesiastes 7:20;
Proverbs 12:15; 20:6; 30:12; Jeremiah 2:35; 2 Corinthians
10:12.

6. Actually, just what are we doing? 2 Chronicles 15:2; Jeremiah
1:16; 15:6.

7. Besides forsaking God and disobeying what are most people
led to do? Psalms 50:17; Isaiah 5:24; Jeremiah 6:10; Zecheriah
7:12.

8. How should our purpose especially now be directed?
Deuteronomy 16:20; Proverbs 21:3; Romans 12:10; Ephesians
3:18-19.

9. What is the sum of all that we do own? Philippians 4:8; Song of
Solomon 4:7; 2 Peter 3:14; Deuteronomy 6:18.

As the final days are around us we know in our past how we
have tasted the world and found it not to be to our liking, if it was we
would still be back in it. Sometimes we seem to forget what we had
when we had the world, anguish of heart and mind, no peace, nowhere
to leave our burdens. With these things in mind, we must stop and do
God’s will totally because we know now, just because it’s the right
thing to do.

Page 8

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

FAITH

Scripture Reading: Proverbs 3:5-6
Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:1

Faith is the evidence of things not seen. Without faith what a
hopeless state we would be in. We would have no one to put our trust
in, and no reason to believe any of our prayers would be answered.
Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Let us search.
Can we please God without faith? Hebrews 11:6.
How can one obtain faith? Romans 10:17.
What is faith? Hebrews 11:1.
Why is faith necessary? Hebrews 11:6.
What do we need along with faith? James 2:17-22.
What will faith bring in our life? Romans 5:1-5.
What can we do if we have faith? 1 Timothy 5:8.
How can we deny the faith? 1 Timothy 5:8.
. How are our hearts purified? Acts 15:9.
0. What reward did Paul hope for? 2 Timothy 4:7-8.
1. Is there a difference between one’s personal believe and “the
faith” of the scriptures? 1 Timothy 6:20-21.
12. Who is the author and finisher of our faith? Hebrews 12:2.

el i I i e

DO YOU LOVE HIS TRUTH?
Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 42:1-22, Jeremiah 43:1-2
Memory Verse: Jeremiah 6:16-19

Have we tempted the Lord as those in the wilderness by not
obeying him even after countless blessings? (Numbers 14:22-23). God
has since the beginning of time made a way for those wishing to obey
him. He even sent his only begotten Son (John 3:16). He also sent
prophets and apostles to show us all the right way to choose. However,
very few hearkened to them. So often we pray to the Father that he
would give us more wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. However,
when we are shown what to do, we sometimes hesitate because we
hate to change our way of living.

There are many examples to show us how important it really is
to obey all the truth revealed unto us. When we reject truth, we reject
God and Jesus. At the same time, we are rejecting the power of God,
the Holy Spirit, from our lives.

The time is so much closer toward Jesus’ coming. Let us
always pray that we would be able to accept the truth and never harden

our hearts to his message. Page 1
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Meet This Year's Speakers:

Jacob Archer - Born and raised
in the Church of God 7th Day.
Joined the governmental body
of the Idaho youth in 2023,
elected as the president in 2024.
Currently faithfully serving by
organizing youth events.

Pastor Don  Gibson, of
Independence, Missouri, was
raised in the Pentecostal
tradition. He and his wife Sally
have two children and three
grandchildren. He has been
Pastor of Fairmount Christian
Fellowship for 34 years. Pastor
Don has received a degree as
Bible Teacher and Music Evangelism from Orlando
Bible Seminary in Orlando, Florida. He previously
served as Youth Pastor, Minister of Music and
Associate Pastor at two other churches. He is
currently a Licensed Minister with the General
Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc..

Jonathan Carson—Pastor Jon, as
he is affectionately called, was |
installed in May of 2008 as the
senior pastor Shiloh Church of
God 7th Day - Hyattsville,
Maryland. He is a Credentialed
Licensed Minister with the
General Council and is Chairman
of the Licensing and Credentials =
Committee. Jonathan and his wife Marjorie live in
Mitchellville, MD and have 2 grown children.

Russ McCrea came to Christ in
1971 while visiting the Church
of God Seventh Day, invited
there by Cathy Kling McCrea
beginning years of peace in
Christ. He has been married 52
years to Cathy and they have
two sons and four
grandchildren, having lived all
his life in Idaho. He has
committed to travel other places with Cathy as soon
as he has seen all of his native state. He began
pastoring at Living Grace Community Fellowship in
Meridian in 2005 at the encouragement of his friend
and Mentor Carl Palmer. “God has always been good
and kind to me, I love His Word and all His people.”

Wes Higgins—Native of Idaho.
Raised in the Lutheran tradition.
God called him to His Sabbath
in his late teens. Wes is
currently serving as pastor of
the Celebration Church of God,
in Ontario, Oregon. He is also
on the Ministerial Board of
Directors of the Church of God
Seventh Day, serving as
Secretary and is also serving on the Licensing and
Credentials Committee and the Publications
Committee.

David Palmer, son of Carl and
RowEna Palmer, grew up in the
Meridian Church of God 7th
Day. He is married to Janet and
has three adult children. He has
worked as a software engineer
and is the pastor of Point of
Grace Fellowship in Spokane,
Washington.

of Toronto,

Denrick Rose,

- Canada area, a devoted pastor in

‘ the Church of God 7th Day,

3 intertwines faith and family in
his life's journey. Celebrating
over three decades of marriage
to his cherished companion,
Althea, Denrick is a loving
father to seven children, with

four still sharing their family
home. His commitment to both
spiritual leadership and nurturing a close-knit family
underscores the richness of his experiences.

Greg Wallace was raised in the
Church of God Seventh Day. He
serves as an Elder in his local
Church and is involved in the
youth and children's ministries.
He delivers sermons throughout
the year and guest speaks at
various Churches of God
Seventh Day. Greg has a
devoted passion for serving God
and sharing the gospel. Professionally he works as a
union carpenter to support his family. Greg lives in
Lodi, CA with his wife Megan Wallace, and four
children, Ramona, Audrey, Eli, and Henry.

Please use the Cut-N-Share invitations
to invite your friends and family
to Campmeeting!
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Join Us for the 75th Annual Campmeeting!

In Person: 1827 W 3rd Street, Meridian, Idaho
OR
Participate Live via YouTube:
www.youtube.com/@actsforgod-gen.councilchur4173

>o._.m_uo_,ooa Gen. Council Churches of God, 7th Day

Facuionged gen counshhur 41 Y.

re0ed

“7 Scan this QR code to access our
YouTube channel, where you can find both
current and past Campmeeting videos and
much more!

You can also dive into our rich history of audio sermons
from years past by visiting the ACTSforGod.org website.
Simply navigate to the Biblical Resources tab and click on
Campmeeting Audio Archives.
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The decision for eternal salvation is not something someone
else can give to you, it is not something someone can get for you. Each
one of us has our own decision to make. What will your decision be?
The decision is actually clear to those who can see clearly.

JUST TO GET EVEN

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 4:23-32
Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 5:8

It sometimes seems a shame that we don’t stay like children in
our thinking and actions, because then we would have an excuse for
some of the things we do to each other. It is such a shame how we can
blink away tears from our eyes and be humble and meek to God but
when a brother or sister is concerned we can be very vindictive,
deceptive, evil, and most of all malicious. What does the Bible tell us
about our devious ways?
1. Who is waiting when we let go in anger and lying? Ephesians
4:25-27 Note: Here is the beginnings of spite or malice against
someone.
2. What is the next step that can and will cause us to fall into a
deeper hole than before? Ephesians 4:29-31; James 3:6; 1 Peter
2:1.
3. What does evil speaking lead too? Romans 1:30; Proverbs
10:18; 18:8 Note: Backbiting, vain talk, lying lips, spiteful,
talebearing, God wants us to have no part of any of these.
4. How bad can slandering someone be? Psalms 31:13; 101:5;
Proverbs 11:9.
5. What are some examples of slandering? 2 Samuel 10:1-5; Job
1:6-12; Luke 7:31-35; Acts 2:4-13.
6. When we are malicious, backbiting, slandering, just what
usually goes hand in hand with these bad faults? 1 Samuel 1:12
-16; Job 2:4-10. Note: False Accusations.
7. Who are we liken unto when we act this way? 1 Corinthians
14:20; Galatians 4:3; Ephesians 4:14; Hebrews 5:12.
8. How does God want us to be? Ephesians 4:1-3, 29, Philippians
1:27
When we do things to others to get even for whatever they have
done, God sees and God also does not like what we are doing.

Those of us who are adults must act the part that we may teach
the children. Unless we are also children and still need to be taught
ourselves. Page 6

saying goes, “Idle hands and idle minds are the devil’s workshop.”
Let’s see what the scriptures say about labor and idle time.
1. What may happen when we have too much idle time on our

hands? 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13.

2. How does daily work help us? Ecclesiastes 5:12; Ecclesiastes

8:15; Ecclesiastes 3:13.

3. Why does man have to work by the sweat of his brow? Genesis

3:9-19.

NOTE: Even though hard labor was brought on by

disobedience, God blesses us through it. Psalm 128:1-2.

4. Is our labor a gift of God? Ecclesiastes 5:18-20; Ecclesiastes

2:24.

5. Should we do our best when we work? Ecclesiastes 9:10. Why?

Ecclesiastes 9:4-6.

6. What other labor is expected of us from God? 2 Timothy 2:15;

1 Corinthians 3:9.

7. What creature should we be more like? Proverbs 6:6-11.
NOTE: We should also labor spiritually so as not to be
found spiritually poverty stricken when Jesus comes.
8. Should we take note of what we are laboring for in our lives?

John 6:22-27.

NOTE: Man has a tendency to labor for things that perish.
9. In what frame of mind should we labor for God? Philippians

2:12-16; Romans 15:5-6.

10. What is our promise if we labor diligently? 2 Peter 3:13-14;

1 John 2:24-25.

There is labor for the body, to keep our minds from being idle
and to provide us with daily needs; and then, there is a spiritual labor
of God which is the greater because if we labor so God will count us
worthy, we will have his promises. Let all of our labor be with God in
mind.

EXACTLY HOW PRECISE IS GOD
Scripture Reading: Exodus 20:1-17
Memory Verse: Matthew 5:18-19
God has said that there will come a day in which he will judge
all people. Many people will be surprised by what they will be judged.
One thing is evident, we will not be judged by the way we followed the
doctrines of our church, neither by the way we kept the sayings of our

Page 3
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Can you find and circle at least ten hidden sheaves of grain in the picture? Color
the picture. (Grain sheaves are bundles of grain which are tied together.)

/“"‘;C."’"/\,:__“
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Headquarters Happenings
May.-Jun. 2025

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

Praying this finds you well!

We are so excited about this years Campmeeting!
75 Years! It is such a blessing to be part of a
fellowship of believers with such a long history of
loving God and serving others! We pray you will be
able to join us!

We are also very excited by the work of our
brethren in Africa and pray continually as these
brothers and sisters continue to be the hands and feet
of our Lord. We are continue to pray for the possible
trip to Nigeria and the opportunity for a few of us,
here in the US to join hands with our extended family
there to bless those that they are serving! If you are
interested in possibly joining us we are hoping to have
an information meeting in late May or early June.
Please contact me if you would be interested in being
part of this team.

We pray that you will use the invitation cards that
are part of the new insert. The insert includes the
tentative calendar for Campmeeting, some
information about our speakers and the “Cut-N-
Share” invitation cards. We would be happy to print
more if you would like to send more out.

NORTHWLEST
YOUTH CAMP

Join us June 25th-
29th for Youth
Camp!!!

Theme: Body of Christ, why
spending time with other
believers is important.

Speaker: David Palmer

Location: Multipurpose building 1827 W 3rd
St, Meridian, ID 83646

and YWAM-Camp Warm Lake 2736 Warm
Lake Rd, Cascade, ID 83611

Contact us for more info and sign up!
Office@ACTSforGod.org
208-888-3380
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March - 2025 Beginning| Ending
Balance | Balance
Designated Funds
Building Fund 151.52 151.52
Campmeeting Fund 100.00 350.00
Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00
Missions 21,024.67| 18,560.87
Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00
Funds for Operating Expenses
General Fund 2,606.02( -1,068.76
Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 1,293.14| 1,383.60
Average Monthly General Operating Expenses
for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 = $10,151.04

I’d like to make a shout out to our Youth
who have all been working very hard to put
together their camps. Please continue to pray for
our youth, especially as we get closer to their
camps. May the Lord touch each and every heart
with a special message and filling of the Spirit!

There are lots of ways you can help with
Campmeeting. Please contact our office and I
would be happy to share our needs. Our most
important need is always your prayers. Please
pray for our staff, speakers, teachers, and those
receiving the messages. May we all be
abundantly blessed by what the Lord has for us
this year! Blessings! sf

- T ————r

CHURCH OF GOD 7TH DAY

By § Ched

NOW YOU ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST AND
INDIVIDUALLY MEMBERS OF 11
1 CORINTHIANS 12:27

Widuel Yo Comp 2005

May 27th - June Ist ‘

White Oak Christion Camp
521 W Urbandale Dr
Moberhy, Mo 65270

Contact us at our email mycboard@gmail.com

2025

May/June
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Kenneth (Ken) Lee Walker, of Brookfield, passed away peacefully January 29, 2025
surrounded by his family. Ken was born on May 15th, 1943, to Frank Meredith and Flossie
Belle (King) Walker in Eugene, Oregon. Both parents preceded him in death. Ken was the
youngest of six children and is survived by one brother, Frank Walker Jr. and sister-in-law,
Elaine Walker.

Ken made a career out of construction contracting and later went on to own his own
business. His true passion laid in his faith, as he devoutly attended the Marceline Church of
God 7th Day. Ken was a minister, evangelist, and missionary director who loved reading the
Bible and studying the Word of God. His passion was to spread the gospel: seen not only
through his actions, but by his favorite verse as well: “Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15 KJV) Ken wrote and publish many articles for the
Missouri Watchman. He was a licensed minister with the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) and had
served on their Board of Directors. He also authored several articles for the ACTS magazine. With out fear, hesitation,
or doubt in God’s protection, Ken traveled twice to the Philippines and four time to Africa (Ghana and Nigeria) on
mission trips.

Ken is survived by his wife Leony; sons, Jonathan Walker, Daniel Walker, and Michael Walker; daughters, Kate
Walker, Toni Bennett, Dena Kauer, and Anne Marie Wardle; and many grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and in-laws.

Carolyn Dorothy Hawkins Kling Keech was born November 28, 1932, in Montrose, Colorado,
to Gladys and Harlan Hawkins, the sixth of seven children. She passed away suddenly February
14, 2025, at Saint Alphonsus hospital in Boise.

In 1947, Carolyn moved with her family to Kuna. During her early high school days, she met a
handsome young man named Jim Kling Jr. just home from the war. They married on November
12, 1949, at the home of Jim’s parents, Josephine and James E. Kling Sr. Early on, Jim and
Carolyn established their Christian home, praying and reading the Bible and faithfully attending
the Church of God Seventh Day in Meridian. Jim and Carolyn’s love for God, people, and music
filled their home with music parties. They often sang specials together at church. They also
welcomed overnight guests from church, Jim’s job, or wherever. Jim happened to randomly find a
new friend. This kept their home full of music, stories, games, laughter, and excitement. Always the gracious hostess,
Carolyn could quickly pull together or expand a family meal at a moment’s notice. Her family loved her fried chicken,
and her delicious preparations of wild game birds and venison. Carolyn loved laughing and holiday festivities, hosting
her extended family and spoiling everyone with bountiful spreads of delicious food. Most of all, Carolyn loved God. In
addition to participating in weekly church services, Jim and Carolyn were active in their local and National Assemblies,
attending the annual Camp Meeting in Meridian, along with many youth camps and church business meetings in the
Northwest.

In 1976 Carolyn and Jim bought a large property in Round Valley, Idaho, which fulfilled a lifelong dream for them
both. Now, they had their own mountain retreat to share with family and friends. They started the annual Round Valley
Camp in the late 1970s, which continues, along with other retreats, and lots of family gatherings. After 66 years
together, Jim sadly passed away in 2016.

Carolyn was comforted during this time by many family members and friends, including Harold Keech who she had
known for many years through Grace Notes Choir, where they both had been members with their spouses. They married
on February 24, 2018. She quickly embraced Harold’s family members as her own, loving and caring for them as her
own. They established a Christian home, faithfully attending both Carolyn’s church, Living Grace Community
Fellowship, and Harold’s church, Nampa First Church of the Nazarene, loving and serving God and others. Carolyn was
loyal to God, family, church, business, and community. She forgave others easily, made everyone feel included, and was
hard working and gracious. She was always there supporting and encouraging each family member, business partner,
and friend. She leaves a deep hole in our hearts and will be greatly missed.

Carolyn was preceded in death by her parents, Gladys Rider and Harlan Hawkins, her four brothers, Dale, Paul,
Ralph, and Curtis, her sister, Isla Van Meter, and her husband Jim Kling Jr.

She is survived by her husband Harold Keech; her sister Anita Hays; her three children, Jim III and Debbie Kling,
Cathy and Russ McCrea, Cheryl and Jeff Towery; eight grandchildren, Ben and Cassie McCrea, Rusty and Cindy
McCrea, James IV and Christine Kling, Joshua and Karen Kling, Krista and Shad FEllis, Jessica and Kalen Hruza, Jason
and Ameido Towery, and Janae Towery; 17 great-grandchildren and two great-great grandchildren. She is also survived
by two stepdaughters, Lori and Tom Bowman and Jeri and Doug Edwards; 2 sons-in-law, Rick and Carol Beth Lowell
and Bob and Melinda Rose; nine step grandchildren, Shara Rose, Josh and Bekah Rose, Lindsey Lowell, Kristy and
Kyle Caprai, Merry and Bryce Miller, Wendy and Ryan Donoho, Taylor and Katie Edwards, and Alison and Joey
Willard; 21 great-step grandchildren and two great-great-step grandchildren.
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Daughters of the King

Greetings Sisters,

What a busy time of year and what a special time as we prepare for the Lord’s Supper service.

I would really like to encourage each of you to send a note of encouragement to ladies by sharing what
you are doing in your local areas. Hearing from other sisters always encourages me and I know many

others who would love to hear from each of you.

This year our DOK board has been looking for ways to encourage our young folks. They are such a
blessing and need our prayers and support. With that in mind, we would like to make funds available to
help young people attend youth camps or missions. An application for these scholarship funds can be
completed and forwarded to the DOK by contacting the General Council Headquarters in Meridian and put
it to my attention or Daughters of the King. You can request a form from the General Council Headquarters

in Meridian.

We are planning to discuss a By-law change at Campmeeting. The current By-laws state that all board
members are elected for a three-year term the same year as the President of the Council is elected. To help
ensure there is not a new board without any experience, we would like to stagger the elections so that each
of the three years there are some continuing board members. Please see the proposed By-law on the next

page.

It seems like Campmeeting is a long way off, but we are currently preparing for Campmeeting 2025. |

am looking forward to seeing all who can attend.

Praying for God’s blessing this year for each of you.

Linda Palmer

Who Is This God We Serve?

Who is this God we serve? Some think He is angry
and swift with judgement, and others feel He gives
people every chance to repent and come to Him. But
who is right?

As I read God’s Word, He is reading me. Do I read
His Word and believe, or do I have doubts that He will
keep His promises? My attitude is very important! The
devil wants to whisper in our minds that this task is too
hard and we are not qualified to do it! Do we whisper
back that we are able, or do we speak God’s Word
aloud? Speaking scripture aloud is very powerful and
the devil does not want to hear it! God has prepared the
Bible to cover any circumstance that will occur and to
be prepared to confront all doubts that may arise.

God sends word that a prophet will be among the
people and guide them as they proceed (Numbers 12:4-
6). God will give you peace on your journey through
life if you read His Word and take it to heart. Don’t just
read a chapter or book to fulfill a goal; read and take the
message to heart. “/ will instruct you and teach you in
the way you should go, I will counsel you with my
loving eye on you” (Psalm 32:8 NIV). God loves His
people and wants only the best for us! The next verse
says “Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have

By Becky Lincoln

no understanding but must be controlled” (Psalm 32:9
NIV). I will add “or like a rebellious child who does not
understand what is good or bad!!” We must reach the
children and let them know about this good God who
wants the best for them and who loves them!

Verse 10 continues “Many are the woes of the
wicked, but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one
who trusts in him” (NIV). I want the Love of the Lord
and the peace that comes with knowing and trusting in
Him, but I need to do my part in this relationship. Trust
needs to be built up, it is not a quick condition. And to
obey, I need to know and read His Word. Some of the
stories are hard to digest and some are pictures of a
wonderful love story, but they all have a lesson for the
reader.

God is Love and He wants all His people to come to
Him and obey. The hard stories are about people who
wanted to do their own thing and thought God was
asking too much or asking the impossible. Matthew
19:26 ends: “but with God all things are possible.”
That is a verse we need to hold on to and believe. That
is a loving God who cares about each and every one of
us. | want that loving God to be in my life; what about
you?

12
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Donation‘ for the Are you skilled in quilting, embroidery, knitting, crocheting, painting,
sewing, or baking? Or do you enjoy shopping for unique finds? We’re
. looking for donations of new or gently used items for the DOK booth,

DOK Booth & Auctlon silent auction, and main auction at Campmeeting.
Now’s the perfect time to start planning what you might contribute! Funds
raised in previous years have gone toward missions, |
purchasing kitchen supplies, supporting children’s

classes, and hosting events like the Women’s Tea at
Campmeeting. Let’s make this year great together!

Proposed By-law Change and Board Term Adjustments for DOK
(These changes will be discussed during Campmeeting this year and voted on in 2026.)

As part of the proposal, there will be adjustments to board terms to ensure consistency and continuity in
leadership. Starting in 2026, the President and Vice-President will be elected for 3-year terms. The remaining
three committee members will be elected for staggered 1-year or 2-year terms.

Below you’ll find the original wording and the proposed By-law change. Please review it ahead of
Campmeeting, and come ready to share your insights, thoughts, or questions during the meeting. We look
forward to a meaningful discussion during Campmeeting.

Current By-law

The Daughters of the King shall be recognized as a permanent part of the Council, to be directed by
officers consisting of a President, Vice President, and three Committeewomen. The President and Vice
President shall be elected concurrent with that of the President of the Council. The remaining 3
Committeewomen will be elected for 3-year terms in the years following the election of the President and
Vice President. The duties of Secretary and Treasurer may be fulfilled by one person. These duties may be
fulfilled by one of the committeewomen or a non-Board member appointed by the DOK board who should be
available during DOK meetings. The members of the Daughters of the King shall consist of all Sisters of the
Church of God sixteen and older. The officers shall be elected by the active members of the Daughters of the
King at their annual meeting to be held in conjunction with the Council meeting. The officers shall be voting
members throughout the year.

This organization shall have and exercise such powers and duties as may hereafter be provided by the
Council or the Board of Directors, together with such other powers and duties as may properly be assumed in
the process of their meetings when not conflicting with the articles of by-laws of the Council.

Proposed By-law

The Daughters of the King shall be recognized as a permanent part of the Council, to be directed by
officers consisting of a President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and two Committeewomen, whose
terms of office shall run concurrently with that of the President of the Council. The members of the Daughters
of the King shall consist of all Sisters of the Church of God sixteen and older. The officers shall be elected by
the active members of the Daughters of the King at their annual meeting to be held in conjunction with the
Council meeting. The officers shall be voting members throughout the year.

This organization shall have and exercise such powers and duties as may hereafter be provided by the
Council or the Board of Directors, together with such other powers and duties as may properly be assumed in
the process of their meetings when not conflicting with the articles of by-laws of the Council.
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From the West Meadow

“God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
Verse 17 tells us that Christ came not to condemn,
but to save. Just as God loved His creation and
mankind whom He created, so did Christ enter this
world with a love and a desire to bring love unto
them. Jesus came that we may have life abundantly
(John 10:10). In that desire, that we have abundant
life, Jesus left us with commands to love our fellow
man as we follow in His footsteps.

A little background to the first and second of
Christ’s love commands. Christ entered Jerusalem on
the tenth day of the first month, riding on the foal of a
donkey, the very day that the Passover lambs were
chosen, see Exodus 12:5. The lambs were to be
perfect, without spot or blemish. In order for Christ to
fulfill the role as the true Passover lamb, He too went
through a series of tests. So we come to what took
place in Matthew 22: “Then one of them...asked Him
a question, testing Him, and saying, ‘Teacher, which
is the great commandment in the law?’” (Matthew
22:35-36). Jesus immediately quoted from
Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. “‘You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first
and great commandment...[Then Jesus added a
second command] ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39). Love, Jesus tells us,
is the essence of all of God’s commandments (See
verse 40). These then are the first two of Christ’s love
commandments. First, love toward God, demanding
our every thought, our every desire, be focused on the
God who created us and who fulfills our needs and

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

desires. The second prayer is a command of self-
preservation—treating others as we would be treated.

The third love commandment of Christ is directed
at the Church, new under the New Covenant. You can
find it in the book of John. “A new commandment 1
give to you, that you love one another; as I have
loved you, that you also love one another” (John
13:34). To love one another as God loves is only
possible if one has God’s Holy Spirit in them. God’s
love for us is filled with compassion, hope, patience,
trust, and tolerance; all tied together with a touch of
emotion. That’s the love we are to have for our
brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ.

There is one more love that Jesus has commanded
we display, and it is perhaps the hardest of all. “/ say
to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
you...pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). We are to do this so
that we may become like our Father in Heaven
(Matthew 5:44-48). Paul addresses this when he writes
“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good” (Romans 12:21). See Romans 12:17-18.

Today’s society calls for tolerance—God calls not
for tolerance of evil but for love—there is a
difference. Love for God with all our heart and
soul—loving what is right and good. Loving our
neighbor, doing good for them, giving and helping
those in need, having compassion for the suffering.
Loving our fellow brethren with a love as deep and
pure as God’s love. Doing good to all mankind—
praying even for those who would do us harm.

Remember Christ’s word while He was dying on
the cross. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know

what they do” (Luke 23:34).  fx&

(Continued from page 5)

dust off our feet of those who reject this grace. This
grace must be protected from the world. It is the living
word of God, which He spreads as it pleases Him.

We often hear the phrase that we are justified by
grace alone. The only person who can say he or she is
justified by grace alone is the person who has left all
to follow Christ. This is the person who is obedient to
our God. That person knows that the call to discipleship
is a gift of grace and that the call cannot be separated
from the grace. There are those that try to use this grace
as an excuse to say that they do not have to change their
ways. After all, my sins are covered by Jesus’ blood.
Yes, they are but look at what Jesus tells us in Mark
8:38: “Whosoever is ashamed of Me and My words in
this adulterous and sinful generation; of him the Son of

man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory
of His Father with the holy angels.”

As we receive that grace, we are not to come away
from receiving that grace without also answering the
call from Jesus to be His disciple. That call requires us
to deny ourselves and our wants and desires. It means to
pick up the cross of Jesus; to be obedient to Him and
His commands.

My question for us all is: Do I believe in a cheap
grace or a costly grace? If I believe in a costly grace,
how am I expressing my love to Jesus? Paul said, “/ am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power
of God to salvation  for  everyone  who
believes” (Romans 1:16). Are we ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ? Are we taking up the cross Jesus asks

us to bear? ooy
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE

God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.

GOD

God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.
JESUS

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God's
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God'’s Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD

Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God'’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION

Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God's
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God'’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION

God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God's family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION

God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH

God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God'’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the
relationship of individuals to God:

Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God's reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of God.
Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread and to
drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and blood that
was sacrificed. And to do this as they had commemorated the
Jewish Passover.

The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/Christian
Passover is for the church, as a community, and for individuals
tohrecognize and remember Jesus’s instruction to serve each
other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God'’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
ritF;hteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will

include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
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