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Ministerial Council Letter
March 2025

First of all, I want to sincerely thank the Shiloh
Church of God in Hyattsville, Maryland and their
staff and pastor, Jonathan Carson, for their
hospitality and work in the making of our
presentation on “The Veracity and Authority of
Scripture” presented from January 24" thru 26™ of
2025. We felt it was a huge success and is well
worth the efforts put forth by the speakers, the MCs
and the panelists. The session should be available by
the time the ACTS is printed and available to anyone
who either missed some or all the sessions or would
like to see it again and/or the accompanying slides
and other documentation.

I can remember back in the 1980s that I attended
a ministerial conference in Oregon sponsored jointly
by the General Conference and General Council
prior to the unity vote. I was relatively new to the
ministry and was totally impressed with the Bible
knowledge of the older ministers who were there.
Several times—either in sessions or just chatting
around the fireplace—Scripture was quoted to
confirm thoughts expressed about some subject, and
for the most part no Bibles were open because all
knew the specific scriptures except me. That
memorized knowledge and intensive study to obtain
and retain that Bible knowledge seems to have
passed.

I hear ministers who have weekly radio programs
that have 30-45 minute sermons with few (if any)
scriptures referenced in support of their doctrinal

issues. If a person relies upon only the weekly
sermons and Bible studies plus occasional camp-
meetings over the course of 50 years, he has heard
(at the most) less than 10% of the Holy Bible and
retained only a small percentage that he/she can
quote.

Since attending the Marceline Church beginning
in February of 2024, we have found that they are
engaged in memorizing scripture each week and
reciting it as a group during the Sabbath services. I
wish that more churches would see the benefit of this
and begin such a program. It could very well be that
the Bible could be one of those things banned
sometime in the near future; only that which we have
committed to memory would be our only source.

In a country that thrives on help books to
function, why hasn’t anyone realized that the Bible
is the best help book from which we can learn all
about any problem we face? We, as a church, need to
get back to the basics; and the knowledge contained
in the Bible is the best place to start. We have proven
its veracity, its timeliness, its authority, and the need
to have its wisdom and knowledge every day. With
the help of the Holy Spirit, we can become the next
generation of Bible scholars like those I witnessed in
the 1980s in Oregon.

Tom Kendrick
Ministerial Council President,
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day)

Available online now!
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Jesus’ View of Scripture and Its Authority: How Should
His Perspective Shape Our View Today?

By Pastor Richard A. Barrett, New Jersey

Introduction: Jesus and the Authority
of Scripture

No Christian would doubt the centrality of Jesus
to the existence of the Church. However,
interpretations of His teachings and life vary widely.
One aspect, though, remains unequivocal: the
importance Jesus placed on the Scriptures of Israel,
now known as the Old Testament. Throughout His
ministry, Jesus consistently referred to these texts to
validate His mission, articulate His identity, and
guide His teachings. The centrality of Scripture in
Jesus’ life and work provides a vital framework for
understanding its authority and role in our faith today.

Jesus regularly appealed to the Hebrew Scriptures
to validate His mission, His words, and His actions.
For example, Mark’s Gospel records that Jesus began
His ministry with the proclamation, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark
1:15). This announcement echoes the prophecy in
Daniel, which foretold a divine kingdom established
by God (Daniel 2:44; 7:14).

you?” (Matthew 22:31 NIV). In John 10:35, He
asserted: “Scripture cannot be broken,” affirming its
inerrancy and authority.

Jesus also referred to the Old Testament using the
common Jewish categorization of the time: the Law,
the Prophets, and the Psalms. For example, in Luke
24:44 He explained that everything written about Him
in these three sections must be fulfilled; indicating
His acceptance of the entire Hebrew canon as
authoritative.

In addition to His use of Scripture, Jesus
conferred historical reliability on Old Testament
figures, events, and places. He affirmed the historicity
of Noah and the flood (Matthew 24:37-39), Jonah and
the great fish (Matthew 12:40), and the destruction of
Sodom (Luke 17:29). These affirmations counter the
skepticism of modern liberal scholars who cast doubt
on these narratives.

While we will not delve deeply into archaeology
in this presentation, it 1is worth noting that
archaeological ~ discoveries have  consistently
supported the historical claims of the Bible. No

Similarly, Luke recounts ,
how Jesus inaugurated His
ministry in the synagogue
at Nazareth by reading from
Isaiah 61 and declaring:
“Today this Scripture has
been  fulfilled in your \_

Jesus’ view of the Old Testament A
as the authoritative word of God
is central to understanding His
ministry and teachings.

archaeological find has ever
contradicted a  biblical
narrative;  rather, these
discoveries have often
affirmed the Bible’s
reliability. This ongoing
confirmation reinforces the

hearing” (Luke 4:21 ESV).
These instances show that Jesus viewed the Old
Testament as authoritative and central to His mission.

Jesus’ use of Scripture was multifaceted. He
quoted it to validate His identity, teach about the
kingdom of God, and emphasize moral and ethical
living. For instance, when tempted by Satan, Jesus
responded by quoting Deuteronomy: “Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). This
highlights His view of Scripture as the sustaining
word of God, essential for life.

Furthermore, Jesus viewed the Scriptures as the
very words of God that regulate human life. He
frequently introduced His citations from the Old
Testament with phrases like: “It is written” or directly
attributed the words to God as seen when He said,
“Have you not read what God said to

view that the Scriptures are
trustworthy and historically accurate.

Scripture as the Authoritative Word
of God in Jesus’ Teachings

Jesus’ view of the Old Testament as the
authoritative word of God is central to understanding
His ministry and teachings. From the outset of His
public life, Jesus consistently affirmed the
Scriptures—not just as sacred texts, but as the very
words of God, binding and non-negotiable.

Jesus’ Unique Authority in Teaching

One of the striking features of Jesus’ teaching was
the authority with which He spoke. The people who
heard Him were amazed and often remarked that He
taught as one with authority; unlike the scribes
(Matthew 7:29). This authority was not derived from

March/April 2025 ACTS



His quoting other teachers or interpretations, but from
His intrinsic understanding and application of the
Scriptures.

Jesus’ Use of “Truly, Truly” (Amen, Amen)

In His teachings, Jesus often prefaced His
statements with “Truly, truly” (Greek: Amen, amen),
a phrase used to emphasize the truth and importance
of what He was about to say (e.g., John 3:3, John
5:24). Unlike other teachers who might appeal to
previous interpretations or traditions, Jesus presented
His teachings as direct, unalterable truth.

Jesus’ View of Scripture as Non-Negotiable

Jesus regarded the Scriptures as God’s absolute
and non-negotiable word to humanity. His parable of
the wise and foolish builders underscores the
significance of responding to His words: “Everyone
then who hears these words of mine and does them
will be like a wise man who built his house on the
rock” (Matthew 7:24 ESV).

Moreover, Jesus warned against disregarding
even the smallest parts of the law. In Matthew 5:19,
He stated, “Whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven” (ESV).

The Great Commission and the Finality of Jesus’
Words

In the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20),
Jesus commanded His disciples to teach all nations to
observe everything He had commanded them—
beginning with the

Jesus’ Appeal to Scripture to Verify His Identity
as the Messiah

Israel long awaited its Messiah, promised in the
Scriptures as the hope of salvation. However, Jesus’
humble beginnings led many to doubt His identity.
From the outset, the declaration of Nathanael— “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46)—
foreshadowed the skepticism surrounding Jesus’
claim to be the Messiah.

Jesus consistently appealed to the Scriptures to
vindicate His identity. In John 5:39, He declares,
“You search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me” (ESV).

When John the Baptist sought clarification about
Jesus’ messianic role, Jesus pointed him to the
messianic prophecies in Isaiah 35:5-6, demonstrating
that His works confirmed His identity (Matthew 11:2-
5).

Conclusion: Why Jesus’ View of
Scripture Should Shape Ours Today
Jesus viewed the Old Testament as the

authoritative word of God and added His unique
authority to its interpretation and application. His
teaching emphasized that Scripture is binding and that
our response to it has eternal consequences.

For modern Christians, Jesus’ perspective on
Scripture presents a profound challenge. If Jesus, the
Son of God, treated the Scriptures as inerrant,

assertion that “All authority
in heaven and on earth
has been given to me”
(Matthew 28:18 ESV). This
declaration establishes that
Jesus’ words are the final

As followers of Christ, we are
called not only to acknowledge
the authority of Scripture but to

live by it, just as Jesus did.

~N authoritative, and essential
for faith and life, how much
more should we? The
authority  of  Scripture
should not be debated but
embraced as the foundation
for our belief, teaching, and

revelation of God’s will.

Jesus Did Not Just Teach Scripture—
He Lived It: The Ultimate
Demonstration of Its Authority

Jesus consistently emphasized that recognizing
the authority of Scripture is not merely a verbal
affirmation, but a demonstration through one’s
actions. His teachings and life exemplified this
principle.

Jesus’ Life as the Fulfillment of Scripture

In Matthew 5:17, Jesus declares, “Do not think
that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
From His birth to His resurrection, every moment of
Jesus’ life fulfilled biblical prophecy.

daily living.

As followers of Christ, we are called not only to
acknowledge the authority of Scripture but to live by
it, just as Jesus did. May His example guide us to a
deeper reverence for God’s word, knowing that, as
Jesus Himself said, “Heaven and earth will pass

away, but my words will not pass away” (Matthew
24:35 ESV).

This article is based on Pastor Barrett’s
presentation during the “Veracity and
Authority of Scripture” Quarterly Forum held
in January 2025. To watch his full

presentation, as well as the rest of the
sessions during that event, go to
www.ACTforGod.org/bible-resources/ and
click on: “Ministerial Quarterly Forums.”
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Gratitude and Communion

The Church of God 7th Day completes 40 years
of activity in Brazil and celebrates with a general
meeting.

The event had four days of spiritual festivities,
gathering 150 people from all regions of the country
and an international guest, Pastor Jonathan Carson of
Shiloh Church of God in Maryland, reinforcing our
friendships with the Church of God 7™ Day in North
America.

Our History

In the 70s, the pioneers of the Brazilian Church
received spiritual support and a lot of literature on the
faith that was once delivered to the saints, especially
the book of Systematic Theology by Pastor Alva G.
Huffer.

The relationship was established through letters
and regular mail without the internet or cell phones.
The material received produced courses, handouts,
leaflets, and other materials that significantly
impacted the growth of God’s work in Brazil.

In 1984, the General Council in Meridian took the
step that would mark the beginning of the Church of
God 7" Day trajectory in our country, sending pastors

Samuel Marques

Carlos Garcia from Mexico and Edward Saunders
from Canada to perform the first baptisms in Brazil.

Two decades later, Pastor Altair Junqueira and I
were at Campmeeting 2005, confirming the Brazilian
church’s affiliation with the General Council and our
satisfaction with our role on the team.

Now, two more decades have passed, and it was a
great joy for me to participate again in another edition
of Campmeeting in 2024 and to have Pastor Carson
visit our event in Brazil.

The General Meeting is an opportunity for
communion and spiritual learning. It is held by the
local church team of Colombo/PR, under the
leadership of Pastor Eugénio Gongalves Junior.

In addition to the celebration services, the event
hosted special meetings targeted at specific groups:
men, women, youth, juniors, children, and even
babies in the nursery.

The various activities ensured that everyone was
blessed uniquely and edifyingly. Each meeting was
marked by powerful manifestations of God's
presence, making these moments memorable.

March/April




This was a very special moment: the baptism of five congregation members in Colombo/PR; the first
baptism broadcast live on YouTube in the history of the Church in Brazil.

We thank the General Council and Shiloh Church of God
for sharing Pastor Jonathan Carson’s time with us. His
participation was a significant milestone that strengthened the
bonds between the church in Brazil and abroad.

Pastors Eugenio Jr., Jonathan Carson,
and Samuel Marques

There are still not enough words to describe everything we
experienced. We extend an invitation to all the brothers in the
U.S. who want to visit the Church of Brazil. You are all
welcome.

P.S. I searched for Pastor Carson at lunchtime, fearing he
was alone and had no English speakers to talk to. But then I
found him speaking the universal language of praise, playing
the piano, and singing with our praise group. These were
delightful moments for everyone who was there.

Pastor Samuel Marques
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What Sort of Eyes?

Johnny often wished that he could see Jesus. He
would like to have been one of those children who
got into His arms and received His blessing.

One day the superintendent, in talking to her
scholars, said they could see Jesus with the eye of
faith. Johnny, who was listening, was very much
taken by the words, “could see Jesus with the eye of
faith.” “Oh, what kind of eyes are they?” the little boy
thought. Since he could not understand what they
were, he pushed his way up to his teacher and asked,
“Are they spectacle eyes?”

His teacher could not answer right then because
she was hearing the lesson; but after it was through,
she called Johnny to her side and asked him who he
was named for. “My uncle that lives in St. Louis,”
answered the little boy with some surprise in his face.

“How do you know you have an uncle there?” she
asked.

“Oh, I know it,” said Johnny. “I know it because
he sends me things.”

“How do you know he sends them?” asked Miss
Jay.

“Oh, I know because he writes to me,” answered
the little boy, “and all his letters say, ‘From your
affectionate Uncle John.””

WHAT I CAN DO
I’'m not very bhig,
But | know a way
To please my parents

And God every day.
I will be kind,

And speak words that are true,
Then Jesus will be glad,

And my parents will be, too!

By Karolyn Otto

“You never saw him with your own two eyes?”
asked Miss Jay.

Johnny shook his head.

“But you believe in him just as fully as if you
had.”

Johnny nodded.

“Well, that is seeing him with the eye of faith,”
said the teacher. Johnny’s face flushed with a strange,
new thought. “That is the way we see Jesus,” she
said. “Jesus gives us the sun to warm us and for light,
corn to eat, and cotton to wear. He has written to us;
the Bible is His word. Others have seen Him. Peter
saw Him, and John and Matthew, and they tell us
what He said and did.”

Johnny listened with his heart as well as with his
mind. They were both wide open to receive his
teacher’s words; and Miss Jay spoke slowly and
plainly that he might take it all in.

“Eye of faith is seeing things with your heart,”
said Johnny at last, “making you feel sure.”

“Yes,” answered the teacher, “that’s it. We
believe God and take Him at His Word.”

The little boy carried home with him a new,
precious thought that day. It was a seed of thought
which he kept in his heart.

-

Supercoloring.com
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

EXCUSES
Scripture Reading: Luke 14:16-24
Memory Verse: Luke 14:18

Excuses, excuses! It seems like someone always has one when it comes
to serving the Lord. We must find out what the Lord tells us through His
word about this topic. Will it help us if we make excuses? Probably one thing
is relevant: excuses will not stand on Judgment Day. Since the Lord has thus
far not accepted any excuses for refusing to do His will, He probably never
will. Usually, an excuse is made when someone doesn’t want to do
something, and usually it turns out to be a lie. We sometimes want to blame it
on someone else. Many say, “Well, I’'m just having too much fun to come to
the Lord now—maybe later.” People don’t think about this being our only
chance for salvation. The less excuses we make the closer we will get to the
Lord. What excuse have you made lately?

1. What excuse did one come up with that wanted to follow Jesus? Luke
9:59-62.

2. Will there be any excuses for not knowing any better at the end of the
world? Luke 11:9-10; James 1:5; Romans 2:1.

3. What will the Lord say to those who made excuses not to serve Him?
Luke 14:24.

4. What is a question one should ask himself before making an excuse
to God? Mark 8:36-37.

5. What excuse did Saul make for disobeying the Lord? 1 Samuel 15:20
-21.

6. Why did Saul make an excuse? 1 Samuel 15:24.

7. What are some other excuses that make God’s word unfruitful?
Matthew 13:21-22.

8. What excuse did Adam and Eve make? Genesis 3:11-13.

9. What was the excuse of the servant in the parable of the talents?
Matthew 25:24-25, 30.

10. What was Moses’ excuse? Exodus 4:10.

Page 8

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

THE REACTION OF THE WORLD
Scripture Reading: John 17:1-26
Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 3:12

When we read the word of God we find only truth. We are told what we
must go through if we live for God and what will happen if we do not obey
Him. We are told of the reaction friends or family members may have when
you make your stand for Jesus by telling them you’re planning to live for the
Lord. If we have unbelieving family members or spouses, our new life will
seem strange to them. In return we can expect persecution and be evil-spoken
of just as our Savior was. But the Bible tells us how we should handle these
things which might come upon us.

1. What is a requirement before we can live for God? 1 John 2:15-16.

2. What must we endure when we start forsaking the world? 1 Peter
4:12-19.

How shall we feel if we are persecuted? Matthew 5:10-12.
Who can be our worst enemies? Matthew 10:34-39.

Will people speak evil of you? Matthew 5:11.

Will people think you are strange? 1 Peter 4:1-4.

A

What shall we do if we are persecuted? Romans 12:14, 19-21;
Matthew 5:44.

8. Did the people accuse Jesus of being a cult leader? Luke 11:15; John
10:20; John 7:19-20.

9. What will people think they are doing when they persecute you? John
16:1-4.

10. Will the world hate you? John 15:18-25.
11. Why did the people want to kill Jesus? John 8:31-37.
12. How can we know whether we know Jesus? 1 John 2:3-4.
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KEEPING OUR CONVERSATION ARIGHT

Scripture Reading: James 3

Memory Verse: Psalm 50:23

1.
2.

10.
11.

12.
13.

How important are our words? Matthew 12:37.

From what source do our words come from? Matthew 12:34-35;
Luke 6:45.

What was King David’s prayer concerning the meditations of his
heart and the words of his mouth? Psalm 19:14.

What does the ninth commandment forbid? Exodus 20:16.

In what way did the Lord God admonish the children of Israel about
the tongue? Leviticus 19:16.

Unto what are a tale-bearer’s words likened? Proverbs 21:23;
Proverbs 17:9.

What effect will restraining from tale-bearing have on a strife-torn
people? Proverbs 26:20.

What did Solomon the wise man say about words wisely or fitly
spoken? Proverbs 25:11.

How much difference can you tell in the speech which God controls
than speech He does not? Isaiah 57:19-21; Hebrews 13:15.

What is one called who can control his tongue? James 3:2.

Why must true Christians be so very careful about their speech?
Matthew 12:36-37.

Does our Lord God know all about words? Psalm 139:4.

Along with what other base sins is foolish talking likened? Ephesians
5:3-4.

Page 6

by blaming him for all things. There are no promises of a rose garden on this
earth. In this world, many times things that happen will happen. Satan works
twenty-four hours a day. Let us work twenty-four hours a day also. With the
Lord in our corner, we have all the power possible. The times we give Satan
the glory the Lord could be trying our reins to see if our faith is keeping the
leather tight. Maybe we should keep on our minds just what Job said in Job
5:17-19. Job realized that all things are in the hands of the Lord. He does
what he sees fit.

THE CONTROL OF OUR EMOTIONS

Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:21-35

Memory Verse: Romans 12:18

Today with high prices on food, gasoline, and the lack of jobs, our
society has become very short-tempered. Hassles and hostilities become
apparent every day. We shall see how the Lord wants us, with His help, to
live with our enemies and take the bitterness, hate, and quick to wrath attitude
out of our hearts.

L.

7.
8.

Hassles and hostilities are linked to our emotions. Are these always
controllable? Ephesians 4:26.

The Bible speaks of enemies among us. Can we avoid having
enemies? Psalm 23:5; Mark 12:36; Proverbs 24:17.

Is it possible to have no conflicts or confrontations with other
people? Romans 12:18-19.

When you do have a conflict with another person, what are you
supposed to do? Ephesians 4:31-32; Colossians 3:12-13; Matthew
6:14-15.

How can we affect our enemies? Romans 12:20-21; Matthew 5:43-
44; Proverbs 25:21-22; Proverbs 15:1; Ecclesiastes 7:9.

What step should we take to settle differences between brethren?
Matthew 18:15; Matthew 5:23-24.

And what is another step to take? Matthew 18:16.
Is there another step? Matthew 18:17.

Note: We must look to the Lord first for help in controlling our thoughts, our
actions and our emotions. It will be an easy matter to control the
circumstances we find ourselves in.

Page 3
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Three little birds are hiding from the mother. Find 3 little birds.
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Daughters of the King

The World’s Greatest Poor Man
By Maud B. Kerlin

Have you ever met a poor man? I have, and He gave
to me great wealth. I would like for you to meet Him
too. He was born in the utmost poverty. No sterilized
atmosphere of a modern hospital for Him. Instead, He
made His first appearance in a lowly stable and was
cradled in a manger.

He was raised in a carpenter’s home in a poverty-
stricken village that bore the scorn of men. Their
question was, “Can any good come out of Nazareth?”

He began to minister to the needs of mankind at the
Jordan River, but He had no temporal means. He had no
income of material gain, but a constant flow of power
from His Father. He had no business in life but to love
God and bless man.

He had no company to back Him or help Him and,
although He had those who followed Him in His travels
of mercy, in a sense He traveled alone. His short public
life ended at the tomb.

As far as anyone knows, He never possessed any
wealth, for He preached without remuneration and
worked miracles whenever the need arose. He summed
up His pathetic plight when He said, “The foxes have
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of
man hath not where to lay his head” (Matthew 8:20
KJV). He walked up and down the land preaching to
whatever part of the world would hear Him. If invited,
He entered people’s homes to eat with them; but if not
invited, He went hungry or plucked grain from the
fields, figs from the trees, or fish from the sea.

He sent one of His disciples to the sea for a fish that
He might pay His tax at the temple. He walked across
the hills of Judea and the waters of Galilee contributing
to the lives of men, yet poverty-stricken Himself.

When He slept it was often under the sky. He
roamed through the wilderness with no food and fed the
souls of those He met. He sat by Jacob’s Well with no
water and quenched the thirst of many.

He journeyed through the crowded cities without a
home but provided a palace for whomever
acknowledged his need. He lived, loved, and died for
mankind, but when He was betrayed, His value was
only thirty pieces of silver, the lowest price on a human
life, that of a slave.

He was nailed to the cross between two thieves.
There they stripped Him of His garments and gambled
for it as He died.

Even on the cross, when He had been stripped of all
He possessed of this world’s goods, He continued to
give. He had no wealth to leave His weeping mother,
but He gave her into the love of a beloved follower. He
gave His peace to His disciples, His pardon to the thief,
His life for the world, and His spirit to God.

After death, when mercy seemingly ended it all, He
was wrapped in clothes that were a gift from a friend
and laid to rest in a borrowed tomb. Do you know of
anyone who was poorer or gave more to mankind? Even
now He is still giving to all who penitently come unto
Him and acknowledge their need.

This is a revised version of the article originally
published in the April 1992 ACTS.

Heart Prints's Post on Facebook

Heart Prints
July 10, 2018 - @

I have to admit, I always
wondered what this part of Psalm 23 meant. I thought
“He anoints my head with oil” was figurative language
for God keeping the Psalmist healthy. I never knew this
parallel.

Anoint my head with oil

“Sheep can get their head caught in briers and die
trying to get untangled. There are horrid little flies that
like to torment sheep by laying eggs in their nostrils
which turn into worms and drive the sheep to beat their
head against a rock, sometimes to death. Their ears and
eyes are also susceptible to tormenting insects. So the
shepherd anoints their whole head with oil. Then there is
peace. That oil forms a barrier of protection against the
evil that tries to destroy the sheep. Do you have times of
mental torment? Do the worrisome thoughts invade your
mind over and over? Do you beat your head against a
wall trying to stop them? Have you ever asked God to
anoint your head .
with 0il? He has an
endless supply! His
oil protects and
makes it possible for
you to fix your
heart, mind, and
eyes on Him today
and always! There is
peace in the valley!
May our good good
Father anoint your FSS
head with oil today
so that your cup

overflows with
blessings! God is &
good and He is faithful!!”

Heart Prints. Facebook, July 19, 2018, 8:24 p.m.,
(www.facebook.com/permalink.php/?story fbid=

1093903147425380&1d=530199587129075
Accessed December 6, 2024.)
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Troubles with Traditions

Think about your traditions. Do they draw you
closer to God’s will? Or do they thwart God’s will?
At their worst, traditions promote drivenness to
complete perfectly, despair when not fulfilled, or
complacency when accomplished. At their best,
traditions uphold loving heart connections with God,
family, and community.

Traditions are customs created by families and all
kinds of communities to promote their values; to keep
them in mind for generations. Traditions look back in
memory, or celebrate the present, or look forward in
anticipation. Over time, the focus becomes the
traditions themselves rather than the reasons for them.
They take on a life of their own. Other things are
compromised, omitted, and forgotten — all so that the
tradition can be continued. “We’ve always done it
this way. Nothing needs to change here. We’re good.”
Traditions naturally become burdens that bind, as
idols, even if they began with good intentions and
were excellent practices at the time.

Injurious traditions can affect our relationship
with God in three ways. We become too depleted to
connect, too selfish to connect, or too comfortable to
connect. In other words, we become sapped, worn-
out, depleted, and spent (“No matter the cost, we’re
going to do it the way we’ve always done it.”); or
sulky, whiny, petulant, and demanding (“But we’ve
always done it that way. I’'m lost without it. I want
my usual fix.”); or smug, superior, self-satisfied, and
complacent (“Harumph! We’ve always done it this
way. It’s wrong to question it.”). These troubles leave
little-or-nothing for heart connections with those we

by Sara Beth

love: God, family, and community. No matter how
wonderfully we kept the tradition—life continues—
no better or deeper or more meaningful than before.
The “doing” of the tradition has been dutifully
checked off on the calendar until the next time it
comes around. Tragically, the Lord won’t know you
(Matthew 7:23).

God’s goal is for abiding connection. Are our
treasured traditions getting in the way of connecting
with the heart of God; letting Him know you? Do
they promote connection, delight, and thankfulness
wherein participants can be refreshed, agreeable, and
gratefully indebted to God?

Consider the impact of your traditions. What is
their place in relation to God’s place in your heart and
mind? In relation to your loved-ones’ places? Are you
more focused upon doing something FOR others
rather than CONNECTING with others? Perhaps
your primary heart connection with the Heavenly
Father and Lord Jesus needs to be nurtured and
strengthened; when so, you’ll be able to modify,
delete, or add traditions that nurture Godly kinship
rather than perpetuate troubles.

God’s yoke will be easy (Matthew 11:30), God
shall supply all your needs (Philippians 4:19), you
will do nothing without God (John 15:5), and the
Lord will know you (John 10:14, 27).

“The LORD your God will circumcise your heart
and the hearts of your descendants, to love the LORD
your God with all your heart and all your soul, so
that you may live” (Deuteronomy 30:6 NASB).

29 Theme:

Speaker: David Palmer

Christian Youth Camp 2025
Body of Christ: Why Spending Time
with Other Believers Is Important.

'{ Dates: June 25-29, 2025

&

1827 W 3rd St,
Meridian, ID 83646

YWAM—Camp Warm Lake

2736 Warm Lake Rd,
Cascade, ID 83611
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Are You Grieving?
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Recently I’ve had two very unique, up-close and
personal experiences with grief that have caused me a
lot of introspection. This led to a powerful revelation
for me and I feel led to share this with you.

The first was the loss of my father after a two-and
-a-half-year battle against severe health issues. Over
the following weeks, the reaction by other believers
who heard the news was generally the same: “He was
a believer, right? That makes it a little easier, but still,
we’re sorry for your loss.” Oh, how different death is
to, and for, someone who has surrendered their life to
the King of the Universe; whose sins will not be held
against them on the day of judgement; who knows
what eternity looks like for them.

The second happened a few weeks after my father
passed. My husband and I were visiting with
someone we hadn’t seen in a long time. As we were
catching up, he said something that shook me to my
core for many reasons. He said that he and his wife
were grieving for one of their children who had not
accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Their hearts
are heavy as they watch their child struggling without
hope; knowing that only in their prayers could they
offer words of hope—at least for now.

Immediately, the Lord impressed upon me, “Are
you grieving, really grieving, for those far from the
Father?” That was immediately followed by the
thought of what the church could do if we, as a
whole, were grieving for the lost. Where is the
grieving? Have we forgotten that those who have not
accepted God’s free gift of grace will not survive
judgement day? At that moment my heart began to
grieve anew.

Many in churches today are more concerned
about hymns versus choruses, holy days versus
holidays, clean versus unclean foods at potluck, or the

tense emotional suffering caused by
:sfortune, injury, or evils of any kind
t; as, we experience grief when
a friend

~ +W

By Sophia Fleming

i t. - . -~
the sealoFr. grief,sorrow, grief, asadj. heavy,
L. gravis, weighty, sad, griev-
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condition of the pews when not enough discussion is
being had on what we are doing to seek and save
those far from God. Where is that line item on the
church budget?

More important: where are we, you and I, when
it’s time? Time for the discussion during class, during
the business meeting, in line at the grocery store, and
alone in our thoughts. What are we praying for
instead of who we should be praying for? Are we
grieving for someone...anyone? Are we grieving for
those we won’t be spending time with in eternity?

Jesus grieved;, He grieved for Jerusalem in
Matthew 23 and in Luke 19. Is Jesus grieving over us
in the church today? Are we like those in Jerusalem,
so concerned about everything outside of the Grace of
God? Have we gotten so far away from the Great
Commission that we have forgotten our First Love?

As spring approaches, many look forward to
remembering the sacrifice that set us free from the
bondage of our sins. We rejoice in the joy and the
hope of the Lord that we have now—but there are so
many without hope. There are so many who have
never heard who Jesus is or who have never known
the true Father and the hope and grace He is offering.

When my father died, my heart began to ache to
hear him laugh, to hear him tell another story, to hear
his insight on this topic or that topic; but I am sure
that T will see him again, alive and well, because |
know he knew Jesus.

This revelation is a call to action. What am I
doing—what are you doing—to bring hope to the
hopeless? How can we help the fatherless find the
Father? How can we help the prodigal child come
home? How can we spread the joy of the Lord to all
of those who are grieving?

LR
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Headquarters Happenings
Mar.-Apr. 2025

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager
Greetings One and All!

We are having a second wave of winter weather
here in Meridian, and we are praying all of you are
safe and well!

I received the sweetest call recently requesting an
update on the mission work that we are supporting.
As always, it came in God’s perfect timing since He
was about to remind me what my priorities should be.
(See the article, “Are You Grieving?” on pg. 12.)

Living Water: In 2018 we began working with
The Bucket Ministry (TBM), joining them in their
work in Kenya. The Kibera Campaign was launched
in December 2019 and a few of us from the U.S. were
able to participate in the first distributions in Nairobi,
Kenya. As of December 2024, that campaign—the
largest single campaign for TBM to date—was
completed. Over 80,000 filters were given out; over
22,000 professed faith in Jesus; over 1,500 baptisms
were performed! Praise the Lord! One of our licensed
ministers, Josko Kibet, was able to participate on
those teams for almost the entire campaign, moving
his family to Nairobi to serve as a missionary with
TBM. Some of your missions donations have aided
with Josko’s missionary support and your living
water donations have gone directly to TBM to assist
in their work. Josko has moved with TBM to work in
another slum in Nairobi, and the Kawangware (Cow-
wang-war-ee) Campaign is underway.

Recently, I was blessed with an opportunity to be
on a Zoom call with Pastor Samuel Marques of
Brazil, Linda Palmer, and members of the TBM team
to discuss the possibilities of creating a partnership to
extend the work in Brazil. This was only an
exploratory conversation, and much prayer and
additional discussions are needed to decern if this is
the direction the Lord is leading.

There was also discussion of possibly creating a
combined missionary trip to join the Lord and TBM
with the campaign currently underway in Mexico.
This trip would consist of members from both North
and South America! Is God calling you to the mission
field?

Orphanages: We have had the opportunity over
the last few years to work with two orphanages in
Kenya, Shema and Ngopen. We have donors who
have continued to send support for some of the basic
needs of both groups. In addition, the Ngopen
Orphanage has received funding to purchase land to

Beginnin Endin
Jan. - 2025 Baglanceg Balancge

Designated Funds

Building Fund 151.52 151.52

Campmeeting Fund 100.00 100.00

Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00

Missions 16,630.15| 21,024.67

Park Fund 3,960.00 | 3,960.00
Funds for Operating Expenses

General Fund 474.21| 2,606.02

Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 128.44| 1,293.14

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses

for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 = $10,151.04

create a permanent home for the children there who
are currently living in foster homes. Due to an
unexpected blessing, their committee has been able to
secure a location with two buildings already
constructed on it. The buildings only need to be
upgraded and latrines built. Although we have
received a generous donation that will cover most of
the cost of these upgrades, there will still be some
additional funds needed for the initial set-up and
ongoing staff funding.

We have licensed ministers in Kenya, Nigeria,
and Rwanda who are all working diligently to
continue to share the Gospel in hard-to-reach places,
often under adverse governments. Your support—
both through funding and prayer—is greatly
appreciated!

We are still working on setting up the Maranatha
Online College. We’ve been blessed with some
additional volunteers to work on updating the course
materials for the Doctrines 101 course. We are
praying that this will be the year we are finally able to
offer this free course. We know that this will take
place through God’s providence and only in His
timing.

In addition, we are continuing to work on
quarterlies, tracts, and other Bible study materials.
We’ve also had many additions to our website,
ACTSforGod.org, including the addition of the recent
Ministerial Council Forums: “Establishing In-Depth
Christian  Friendships” and “The Veracity and
Authority of the Scriptures” and other page updates
from the Children’s Corner to ACTS Archives and
Digital Studies and others. We pray this website is a
blessing to many!

As always, we truly appreciate your prayers for
the work here. May He abundantly bless you as you
seek Him and join Him in His work.

sf
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From the West Meadow

“God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
Verse 17 tells us that Christ came not to condemn,
but to save. Just as God loved His creation and
mankind whom He created, so did Christ enter this
world with a love and a desire to bring love to them.
Jesus came that we may have life abundantly (John
10:10). In that desire, that we have abundant life,
Jesus left us with commands to love our fellow man
as we follow in His footsteps.

A little background to the first and second of
Christ’s love commands. Christ entered Jerusalem on
the tenth day of the first month, riding on the foal of a
donkey, the very day that the Passover lambs were
chosen (see Exodus 12:5). The lambs were to be
perfect, without spot or blemish. In order for Christ to
fulfill the role as the true Passover Lamb, He too went
through a series of tests. So, we come to what took
place in Matthew 22: “Then one of them...asked Him
a question, testing Him, and saying ‘Teacher, which
is the great commandment in the law?’” (Matthew
22:35-36). Jesus immediately quoted from
Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. “‘You shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the first
and great commandment. And the second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew
22:37-39). Love, Jesus tells us, is the essence of all of
God’s commandments (see verse 40). These are the
first two of Christ’s love commandments. First, love
toward God, demanding our every thought, our every
desire, be focused on the God who created us and
who fulfills our needs and desires. The second prayer
is a command of self-preservation—treating others as
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we would be treated.

The third love commandment of Christ is directed
at the Church, new under the New Covenant. You can
find it in the book of John. “A new commandment 1
give to you, that you love one another; as I have
loved you, that you also love one another” (John
13:34). To love one another as God loves us is only
possible if one has God’s Holy Spirit within them.
God’s love for us is filled with compassion, hope,
patience, trust, and tolerance all tied together with a
touch of emotion. That’s the love we are to have for
our brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ.

There is one more love that Jesus has commanded
we display, and it is perhaps the hardest of all. “I say
to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
you...pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). We are to do this so
that we may become like our Father in Heaven
(Matthew 5:45-48). Paul addresses this when he
writes: “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good” (Romans 12:21). See Romans 12:17-
18.

Today’s society calls for tolerance—God calls not
for tolerance of evil but for love—there is a
difference. Love for God with all our heart and
soul—loving what is right and good. Loving our
neighbor, doing good for them, giving and helping
those in need, having compassion for the suffering.
Loving our fellow brethren with a love as deep and
pure as God’s love. Doing good to all mankind—
praying even for those who would do us harm.

Remember Christ’s words while He was dying on
the cross. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they do” (Luke 23:34).
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE

God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.

GOD

God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.
JESUS

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God's
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God'’s Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD

Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God'’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION

Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God's
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION

God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God's family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION

God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH

God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

Advocating Christ The Savior

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God’s work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God'’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the
relationship of individuals to God:

Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God's reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of God.
Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread and to
drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and blood that
was sacrificed. And to do this as they had commemorated the
Jewish Passover.

The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/Christian
Passover is for the church, as a community, and for individuals
tohrecognize and remember Jesus’s instruction to serve each
other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God'’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
ritF;hteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.
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Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV)
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