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Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day) is in a state of constant growth and we all have different backgrounds, it is possible that your views
may differ somewhat from those of the authors. We pray these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study.
“Test all things; hold fast what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations are taken from the New King
James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (KJV) are taken from the King James Version,

i public domain.

. Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing

t ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

. Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013, 2015 by Tyndale House
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: Stream, lllinois 60188. All rights reserved.

. Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are from Holy Bible, New International
Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

: General Council Committees:

General Council Board: President—Earl Rice; Vice-President—
: Tom Kendrick; Roger Boone; Steve Boone; Les DeSouza;

: David DeVous; David Moore

Ministerial Council Board: President—Tom Kendrick;

i Vice-President— Steve Boone; Secretary —Wes Higgins;
Rodney Boone; Les DeSouza

i License and Credentialing: Chairman —Jonathan Carson;

: Steve Boone; Les DeSouza; Wes Higgins; Denrick Rose
Daughters of the King: President— Linda Palmer;

i Vice-President—Melanie Moore; Secretary/Treasurer —Marilyn
¢ Sheldahl; Kim Boyd; Alice Day

¢ Facilities—Subcommittee: Chairman — Earl Rice;

: Randy Sedlacek; Mariah Wilson

Articles
ACTS accepts manuscripts
from freelance writers.
Contact us for a copy of
our writer’s guidelines.
All manuscripts accepted
for publication become the
sole property of the
General Council Churches
of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.
unless otherwise agreed.

Subscriptions
There is no subscription price for
this magazine. It is paid for by
freewill offerings. We are a non-
profit ministry and are thankful
for your financial participation.
Donations are greatly appreciated.
Checks may be made out to the
General Council Churches of God,
(Seventh Day). Donations may also
be made online.

Contact Us
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day)
1827 W 3rd St
Meridian ID 83646-1653

Phone: (208) 888-3380
Web:  www.ACTSforGod.org
E-mail: office@ACTSforGod.org

Headquarters Staff:
Administrator/General Manager — Sophia Fleming
Office Assistant— Sheryl Henderson
Project Manager —Randy Sedlacek

ACTS is the official magazine of the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc. and is published to advance the Gospel Message
around the world, and to promote the general welfare of the Churches of God, (Seventh Day), as a whole.
“Advocating Christ the Savior”

January/February 2025 ACTS



http://www.actsforgod.org/
mailto:adminasst@cogpublishing.org

President’s Letter
November 2024

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I pray that this finds you well. Here in the
United States we just celebrated a day of Thanksgiving. It was a day when the Pilgrims sat down with the
Native Americans to celebrate a bountiful harvest from that year. Now we take the day and get together as a
family and express our thanks for all of the things that have happened in our lives. We, as Christians, have
many thanks to give. Philippians 4:6-7 states “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” We are thankful for
Jesus Christ dying on the cross for our sins. It is through Jesus Christ that we can ask for forgiveness for our
sins and that they can be forgiven.

There are many things going on at the General Council. Maranatha College’s first course is still being
worked on, but headway is being made. The thought and design for the new parking area for the south side
of the duplexes are being worked on, as well as the flower beds and trees for that area. We continue to work
with the licensed ministers to continue to spread the Word of GOD and to bring unity to their congregations.
Please join us for the 75th annual Meridian Campmeeting in July of 2025. The planning is going strong and
if you would like to volunteer to help during Campmeeting, we have several areas that we need help with.
Please contact the General Council headquarters to find out how you can help. Please keep the General
Council, Ministerial Council, and all of the committees in your prayers. May GOD Bless each one of you.

Earl Rice
President,
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day)

We’re excited to announce our new tract, “Lord’s

< Supper and Foot Washing Service.” We also still have
e[@r CY/ S lwper the tract, “Passover Date Determination.”
Servi

Passover Date

Determination

The 14" of Nissan begins at
sundown on April 11, 2025.

These and many others are available to download
for free at www.actsforgod.org/bookstore/tracts!
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CAN THE WORLD HAVE PEACE?

By Brother Josko Kibet, Kenya, East Africa

Many countries around the world are worried that
there could occur a World War III. History tells us
that there was a World War I and II. It’s also said that
history repeats itself. Because of this reason, each
country has been equipping its defense system ready
to defend themselves from the “enemy” attack. Today
in many countries, they have sophisticated weapons
and some have nuclear weapons. Actually, the tension
for wars is escalating.

At the same time, the world is constantly looking
for peace. In these kinds of physical wars, the end of
war is what they call Peace.

What is Peace?

Many times, we claim that Peace is only the
absence of physical fights/wars.

I like this anonymous writer who said, “Peace is
not the absence of trouble, but Peace is the
presence of Christ in the midst of trouble.”

According to Wikipedia, “Inner peace (or peace
of mind) refers to a deliberate state of psychological
or spiritual calm despite the potential presence of
stressors.”

Peace is a state of harmony, freedom from
conflict, and the absence of physical violence or
hostility or war.

What causes lack of peace?

In the Bible, it is often mentioned that the lack of
peace can stem from conflicts, selfish desires, lack of
faith, and disobedience to God’s teachings. James 4:1
-2 addresses conflicts and lack of peace, stating:

What causes fights and quarrels among you?

Don’t they come from your desires that battle

within you? You want something but don’t get it.

You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you
want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have,
because you do not ask God.

Isaiah 48:22 states: “‘There is no peace,’ says the
Lord, ‘for the wicked’” (NIV). This verse emphasizes
the idea that true and lasting peace comes from God,
and without Him, there can be no genuine peace. It
suggests that peace is unattainable for those who do
not align themselves with God’s will and
righteousness.

Jesus Christ told His disciples that the world can’t
give peace. The world cannot be peaceful in its sinful
nature.

“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind
and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world
cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid” (John
14:27 NLT).

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. “For a child is born
to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest
on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace” (NLT emphasis added). This title highlights
Jesus’s role as the one who brings peace, both in the
spiritual sense and in relationships between people.

In Mathew 6:34 the Bible states, “Therefore do
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its
own” (NIV). As much as we may keep worrying
daily, we can never change what the world is going
through. We instead need to obey the Word of God.

God promises in Leviticus 26:6 to give peace to
Israel. “I will give you peace in the land, and you will
be able to sleep with no cause for fear. I will rid the
land of wild animals and keep your enemies out of
your land” (NLT).
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In conclusion, without God, without believing in
Jesus the Prince of peace, the world will search for
peace and can’t find it. Without inner peace, we may
struggle to experience a deep connection with God,
find it challenging to exhibit love and compassion
towards others, and may feel a lack of spiritual
fulfillment in our faith journey. Inner peace is essential
for nurturing a strong and meaningful relationship
with God and for living out the teachings of Jesus in
everyday life.

Four points to note when you don’t have peace.

1. Know the kind of war/fight you are facing.
He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all
who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what
the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or
discouraged because of this vast army. For the

Passing the Torch—

Running with Endurance,
Witnessing to Others.

Faith Legacy

Generations

battle is not yours, but God’s.’” (2 Chronicles
20:15 NIV emphasis added)

2. There is always an enemy. The devil is our enemy.
And sometimes he attacks us through close friends
or family. “A man’s enemies will be the members
of his own household” (Matthew 10:36 NIV).

. To have Peace you need to win. “For the Lord
your God is the one who goes with you to fight for
you against your enemies o give you
victory” (Deuteronomy 20:4 NIV).

. Equip yourself with the right weapons and you
will win. “Put on the full armor of God so that you
can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes” (Ephesians 6:11 NIV).

LR

General Council Churches
of God, (Seventh Day)

75" Annual

Campmeeting

June 30—July 5, 2025

¢ 1827 W 3rd St., Meridian, ID. USA

Side by Side ~ Heritage

Hope

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the

race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus,

the author and finisher of our faith, who for

the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV
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Who We Are

How do you describe yourself? When people ask
you about yourself, what do you tell them? How do
you see yourself? Who am [? What is your identity?

Do you describe yourself by what you do? Maybe
by your accomplishments in life? Do you say that |
am a contractor? A stay-at-home mom? A diesel
mechanic? A special needs teacher? An engineer? A
farmer? The problem with this is that you base your
identity on something that changes. You eventually
retire or lose your ability to do that work. How will
you define who you are then?

Maybe you base your identity on what other
people say about you. This is very common for kids
who are on social media. You’ll be happy when
people like you or say good
things about you, but your
identity of yourself falls apart
when you are disliked or
criticized. [Especially if that
criticism comes from a good
friend. We will always have
someone who doesn’t approve
of us, which can cause us to
doubt who we are.

Do you describe yourself by what you have? You
might answer, “who am I”, by referring to your
possessions. This could be both tangible and
intangible possessions. Last winter, if you were a
Kansas City Chief fan, you might have thought pretty
good about yourself when they won the Superbowl
for the second year in a row.

Or you may base who you are on tangible things,
like having all the “right toys”. The recent popular
“toy” around here in Marceline is a nice side-by-side,
a Ranger. We may describe ourselves by the vehicle
or things we own; a nice pick-up, a tractor, or a farm.
I worked with a young man whose dream is to own
1,000 acres of land. He started out with 30 acres. |
recently heard that he has several hundred acres
already. He is well on his way. He and his family
base who they are on owning property. His identity is
based on land ownership.

Or maybe you place value on family status: being
a parent, a mom or dad; being a grandma or a
grandpa. You may see yourself as having status

Our identity begins and
ends with our Heavenly
Father. Our God. As our

creator, He alone is worthy
of our worship. We are
His creation.

By Steve Boone

because of your family: you are a Moore or a Siddens
or a Palmer or a Taffner.

We each have an identity. It makes up who we
are. We often describe ourselves by what we most
identify with at the time.

To best understand who we are, we can start by
understanding who God is. The Bible begins with
these words, “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1 emphasis
added). We call this creation. According to the Bible,
there was a beginning to time and a beginning to
space. That happened at a specific time back in
history.

This Bible verse also makes it clear that from the
beginning, God existed. He is
eternal. From this very first
verse, the Bible tells us that
there is an unseen supernatural
reality. Everything that can be
seen cannot be judged just on
the material or physical. God is
a spirit. He existed before the
beginning of the universe. He
decided to create the world, the material universe that
we live in.

The Bible verses in Genesis also tell us who we
are. We are a creation of God. In Genesis 1:27-28 it
says that we are made in God’s image! We really are
somebody. We have huge value and worth! We also
have a purpose and a responsibility. God designed us
with something specific in mind and, unless we fulfill
that purpose, we have issues living in this world (His
creation).

Our identity begins and ends with our Heavenly
Father. Our God. As our creator, He alone is worthy
of our worship. We are His creation.

Every one of the two trillion galaxies, God
created. Our Milky Way galaxy alone has 400 billion
stars and it is not considered a large galaxy! Every
single galaxy and every single star in the sky that can
be seen with the best telescope man has built was
created by our God. That is how powerful our God is.
Our God is the Almighty God!

There is no place where we can go that we cannot
be in His presence (Psalm 139:7-12). Not on the
moon. Not in the darkest night. Not even in the
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deepest part of the sea can we escape His presence.
He is the everywhere present God!

The Bible tells us that God knew us before we
were born. Psalm 139:13-16. He knows the end of
our days here on earth before we are born. He stands
outside of time. He even created time. He knows us
much better than we know or understand ourselves.
He knows the number of hairs on our heads and on
the heads of all 8.1 billion people living in the world
today (Luke 12:4-7). Can we even comprehend His
knowledge or His power?

I cannot. The prophet Isaiah says that His ways
are as far above our ways and His thoughts are as far
above our thoughts as the heavens are above the earth
(Isaiah 55:8-9). Isaiah sums up the greatness of our
God in Isaiah 40:22. He says, “It is he that sitteth
upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants
thereof are as grasshoppers, that stretcheth out the
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a
tent to dwell in” (KJV). I say that we are not as
grasshoppers compared to God. Instead, we are like
one-cell amoebas in His sight!

God is eternal. God is unchangeable. God is all
knowing. God is everywhere present. God is all
powerful. I can understand why He is worthy of our
worship! Do we believe in this God? Do we believe
in a God that is that great and this knowledgeable?

Our society tells us that that God does not exist. It
says that man created this God out of his own
thoughts. They say that the material universe, what
we can see, is all there is. There is no Creator God in
this view. Once we live this life and die, that is the
end. Our society says that we were created through a
random set of mutations over millions of years. In
this view, who are you? What is my identity? What is
my value?

Contrast that with what the Bible says in Genesis
1: that God created man and woman on the sixth day
of creation and in His image. Which view do you
believe? This is an important question, especially for
us in our world today. It answers the question of who
we are. Do we believe God created the world and the
entire universe? Do we believe that there is life after
we die?

Do we believe that God created only two sexes,
man and woman? There is an identity crisis in our
society today. Yes. There are only two sexes, male
and female. There are only two genders.

Genesis 1:27-28 says it:

So God created man in his own image, in the

image of God created he him; male and female

created he them. And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth.

When God created man in His own image, what is
the Bible saying? How does this help us understand
who we are?

First, this is a command for mankind. Be fruitful.
Fill the earth. Work hard. The roles are set out for the
man (work) and for woman (bearing and caring for
children).

Second, we are made for relationships. Mankind
is made in God’s image. We are made to have a
relationship with God. Man and woman are made for
one another, in relationship with each other. The
Bible says in Genesis 2:21-24:

And the LOorRD God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and
the rib, which the LorRD God had taken from man,
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man. Therefore
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh. (KJV)

That is a beautiful picture of the relationship God
intended between man and woman; between husband
and wife. This is an ordinance from creation. This is
God’s standard. This is His intention for men and
women. This is the order God has set for families and
for communities. This is who we are.

When God made us in His image, that image is
not found in our physical bodies. God is not a man.
He is not 6 feet 2 inches tall with brown hair and
brown eyes. John 4:24 says that God is a Spirit. He is
without a body or human passions. So, what does it
mean to be made in God’s image? Where do we find
God’s image in men and women? We are a reflection
of God. Just like the moon is a reflection of the sun.
To reflect His image accurately, we need to look at
God through the Word of God, this Bible, as revealed
to us by His Spirit. 2 Peter 1:3-11 describes very well
how those of us who are Christian are God’s image
bearers, “that by these [exceeding great and precious
promises]| ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world

(Continued on Page 10)
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Grilarers copper!

Calmness

By Mrs. Esther Bowman

So often I marvel at others who labor
All calm and composed without hurry and strain.
By contrast, I’'m rushing and peevish and troubled,
And all of my efforts seem sadly in vain.

But then I remember that God is my Maker,
That He understands both my limits and load,
And much as He loves me, and cares for my doings,
I know He gives guidance and strength for my road.

And so I relax and just trust in His wisdom;
I leave off my worries, my rush and my strain.
Then—only then—God grants sufficient endurance;
A calm, sweet composure and patience I gain.

LR

Fit the words below into the
puzzle. The letters in the
darker boxes spell the missing
word above. Write it in.

Obey Honor
Magnify Glory
Worship Exalt
Adore
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6.Just how important is having the fruits of the Spirit? 1 Corinthians
12:31-13:3.
NOTE: “And yet shew I unto you a more excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31
KJV). Which is what? Love! The top of the list of the fruits.

As you know, we can never get enough of these wonderful fruits of the
Holy Spirit by with much prayer and practice in our daily lives we can
overcome the old human spirit within us. It is not impossible. Philippians
4:13 says, “I can do all things through Christ which stengtheneth me” (KJV).
Let’s have healthy Spiritual bodies by hungering and thirsting after the
luscious fruits of the Spirit.

SHARING OUR FAITH WITH OTHERS
Scripture Reading: Acts 26:1-20.

Memory Verse: Psalms 107:2.

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so” (Psalm 107:2 KJV). We often fail
to testify of God’s power in our lives. People we work with, live by, or have
known for years might wonder how or why we are able to live a wholesome
and productive life. They may never know unless we tell them that it is a

result of God’s Spirit that is living in us and that we’ve turned our lives over
to God.

1. What should be our response to God’s plan of redemption? Psalms
107:2.

2. What was Jesus’s last commission to His disciples before His
ascension into Heaven? Acts 1:8.

3. What impact did the life and testimony of the captive Israelite girl have
on Naaman? 2 Kings 5:1-6, 14-15.

4. Who was responsible for Peter meeting Jesus? John 1:26-42.

5. Why should we always be ready to share our faith? 1 Peter 3:15-17.

6. May some of us be called upon to testify before people in high
positions? Matthew 10:17-19; Psalms 119:146; Acts 26:1-2.

7. What is meant by speech “seasoned with salt”? Colossians 4:6.

8. Does our responsibility to share also include some of the deeper things
of God? Acts 18:24-28.

9. When striving to be Christians, how can our life influence those who
are very close to us? 1 Peter 3:14; 1 Corinthians 7:16.

10. What does successful witnessing accomplish? James 5:20.

Page 8

MEDITATION UPON GOD’S WORD
Scripture Reading: Psalm 1

Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 2:15

The Bible which contains the main ingredient for eternal life also records
history, explains and defines spiritual rules and principles of God, and
foretells the destiny of the world and the rewards of the saints.

The Lord went to great lengths to inspire men to write His Word. Within
this Word, lies the only plan for salvation; as well as, all the instructions we
need to live a holy life. Yet, few people take the time to become thoroughly
acquainted with its teachings.

All men and women that are God’s children should depend on the Bible
for direction. We should realize that our greatest asset in the battle with sin is
knowledge of God’s Word.

1. How will the study of God’s Word benefit us? Psalms 119:11-16, 97-
105.
2. How important is the knowledge of God’s truth? Hosea 4:6;
2 Thessalonians 2:10-12.
3. Why is it important that we understand God’s Word? 2 Timothy 2:15;
1 Peter 3:15.
4. How is this knowledge acquired? Joshua 1:8; Psalms 1:1-3.
5. What other source of assistance is available to us in our search for
wisdom? James 1:5.
6. What did Jesus admonish the people in His day to do? John 5:39.
7.  What were the people in Berea commended for by Paul and Silas? Acts
17:10-12.
8.  Why did Daniel feel the necessity for deep Bible study? Daniel 9:1-3.
9. What was Paul’s admonition to Timothy? 1 Timothy 4:13-16.
10. How will a knowledge of God’s Word enable us to live righteous lives?
Psalms 119:11; Psalms 37:30-31.
God states that those who love not the truth and who lack knowledge will
be destroyed. Can we lightly brush aside our need to diligently study God’s
Word?

Page 1
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GOD’S ART OF PREACHING
Scripture Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-14.

Memory Verse: 1 Peter 3:15.

Paul tells us in Titus 1:3 that the Word is manifested through preaching.
Even though we are not all called to be preachers, we sometimes receive an
opportunity to exhort His Word to those who do not know the gospel. This
lesson is intended to give examples of what manner Paul and other apostles
exhorted the Word to others whether in the faith or not.

The truth is a hard thing to accept. I’'m sure we can remember this from
our own experience. Although we may not know it all now, and as we find
more pieces, the truth may still be hard for us to accept.

God wants us to speak boldly in His name, which means bravely - not
loudly, not condemning, but in love. The whole idea is to convince the
gainsayers or those that oppose the truth - not to see the other choke with
meat. Let us all pray that God will give us always the acceptable word of
truth to speak to every man in love.

1. In order to preach what is the main reason for preaching? 2 Timothy
2:15; 4:5; Romans 12:7-8; Colossians 4:17 (fulfill = complete).

2. What is the main reason for preaching? Titus 1:9.

What example of Paul should we follow? 1 Thessalonians 1:5.

4. What manner should we relay when speaking to unbelievers?
2 Timothy 2:23-26; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3.

5. What about when asked about our beliefs? Colossians 4:6; Proverbs
15:1; 16:1; 25:11.

6. If we allow the Lord to speak through us by giving us words to say,
what will be the result? Luke 21:15.

7. What should all speak? 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Timothy 4:2.

8. What manner of Paul is an example to us? 1 Thessalonians 2:4-7;
Ephesians 4:15.

9. Was Paul concerned about the manner the Corinthians were using?
1 Corinthians 4:18-21.

98]
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THE UNVEILNG
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 9:1-28.

John 3:16-17 states, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved” (KJV). These verses are quoted
so many times, but how many times do we really just stop and think how much
love God had to give up His only Son for sinful man? Truly, we ourselves
sometimes take for granted the grace that is given unto us. Because of Christ’s
sacrifice, we have forgiveness of sins. It was Jesus who took our place on the
cross. In the Old Testament, we can read how the Israelites received forgiveness.
It was once a year on the Day of Atonement that the High Priest entered into the
Holy Place (Holy of Holies) and offered a sacrifice first for his own sins and then
for the people. In the ritual, two goats were used. The High Priest cast lots as to
which one would be sacrificed and which one would be the scapegoat. The High
Priest confessed all the sins of Israel while he placed both hands upon the
scapegoat’s head. The scapegoat was then led into the wilderness by a fit man
(Leviticus 16). We can compare the scapegoat with Jesus in that both were
innocent, yet upon Him which knew no sin, He was to bare the punishment.
When Jesus died the veil in the temple before the Holy of Holies was rent.
Through this one-time sacrifice we can boldly come before the throne of God in
times of need. Jesus is now in the presence of God as our High Priest. All
believers, not only Jews, may now call upon the Father. Neither do we have to go
before a man on earth to receive forgiveness. Once again God had a plan to
redeem His people from their sins and from all condemnation.

1.  What happened at the moment Jesus died? Matthew 27:50-51; Mark 15:37
-38; Luke 23:45.
2. What is the significance of the veil being rent? Ephesians 2:12-18;
2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Romans 5:8-11; John 14:6; John 10:9.
NOTE: The veil represented a barrier which sin is between God and man. Sin
separates God from man, but Christ came to reconcile us to God through His
flesh or through the veil. When Jesus cried those last words, “It is finished,” the
veil was rent and our sins were removed by His precious blood.
3. Under the old covenant how did people receive forgiveness of sins?
Leviticus 16:20-24.
Why should we seek God? Hebrews 11:6; John 10:29; 16:23-27.
Why did Jesus seek God? John 14:10.
How much does God love us? John 3:16; 1 John 3:1-3.
How great is God? 1 John 3:20; 1 John 4:4; Hebrews 12:29; Matthew
10:30.
8. What did Jesus’s death allow all believers to do? Hebrews 4:14-16;
Hebrews 7:19; John 17:3.
Since the veil has been parted, we must go all the way to God through Jesus
Christ.
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(Continued from page 7)

through lust” (v. 4). And so, giving all diligence, we
add to our faith virtue, to virtue knowledge and to
knowledge temperance and so on. And in doing so,
we (all of us: men and women) become that reflection
of God’s image. We do not become God. We do not
become divine. We reflect His image. We become
His image bearer.

In 1 Corinthians 11:7 we read that “man...is the
image and glory of God but the woman is the glory of
the man” (KJV). These are hard words for us today
living in our society. It sounds like the husband is
more important than the wife. Absolutely not! That is
not what it is saying. In other places (Galatians 3:27-
28), we are told that men and women are all one
through Christ Jesus. Men and women are equal in
God’s eyes.

The author of these verses, the apostle Paul, is
teaching on the principles from Genesis 1 and 2. He is
saying that those principles are timeless and were set
up by God at creation. In 1 Corinthians 11:11-12, we
read that “in the Lord woman is not independent of
man nor man of woman; for as woman was made
from man, so man is now born of woman. And all
things are from God” (ESV). Husbands and wives
are dependent on each other. Men are born of women.
Woman came out of man; through Eve from Adam.
The two parts, male and female, make up one whole.
That is what it means to be human. That is what it
means to be the image and glory of God. This is also
what it means to be joined together as husband and
wife.

That is a description of what God established
before Adam’s sin. The Bible gives clear distinctions
between roles of men and women. We are called to
reflect that image as faithful believers in Jesus Christ.
We are called to support the distinctions between men
and women to confirm the distinction between men
and women that God set up at creation.

The gospel applies equally to men and women.
For example, we are all called to repent of our sin.
We are all called to put our faith in Jesus Christ for
our salvation. We are all called to live obedient to
God’s laws.

But men and women have distinctly different
roles because of God’s design from creation. Wives
are called to obey their husbands in the Lord (1 Peter
3:1) and to respect them (Ephesians 5:33). Men are
charged to love their wives as their own bodies
(Ephesians 5:28). Qualified men only are called to be

elders in the church. Women are to conduct
themselves with modesty (I Timothy 2:9). By their
actions, men are to protect the reputations of women,
their sisters in the Lord.

In our society, this distinction has been
challenged. The roles of men and women have been
turned upside down. What I have been speaking about
is not what is taught as proper in our society today.
Even among Christians! Yet that is the design from
creation. That is the way God intended it. And it
makes common sense. And this is part of who we are:
man or woman. This is part of our identity.

That was the design before Adam and Eve
disobeyed God. You see, God set them up in a
paradise. Everything they needed. Man and woman.
He showed His love for them by that action. Yet, God
also wanted Adam and Eve to love Him. He wanted
that relationship with them. God can be known,
talked to, and loved. As a way for Adam and Eve to
show their love for Him, He put in the Garden a tree
and made it off limits. He told Adam and Eve not to
eat the fruit from that tree. This was their test. God
wanted Adam and Eve to choose to obey Him. God
warned them that if they chose to eat of that tree that
they would surely die.

The Bible tells us in Genesis 3 that with the
temptation of Satan, Adam and Eve willfully ate of
that tree. They chose their own way and rebelled
against God. That is how sin entered the world. Adam
and Eve, by their own choice, brought down on all of
us the consequences of that rebellion. Since then, we
(all of us) have suffered pain, misery, guilt, and death.
Even the earth has suffered because of God’s curse on
man for sin.

This also is our identity. This is who we are. As
sons and daughters of Adam and Eve, our sin is not
something that exists outside of us, it is ingrained in
the core of our being. From the moment we are born,
we don’t just have sin in our lives. We are sinners!
This is called our sin nature. Because of that sin
nature, we are separated from our holy God.

Yet in Genesis 3—even as God pronounced the
curse on Satan, on man, on woman and even on the
earth—He gave a promise of hope (verse 15). Even
there, after that act of disobedience, God had a plan to
establish another covenant by which He would bring
a people in relationship with Him in a restored
kingdom.

We go forward in time many years to a specific
date in history, to a country called Galilee to a small
town called Nazareth. There God sent His son, in the
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form of a baby named Jesus. Jesus came exactly how
the Old Testament prophets said He would. Jesus
grew up in His stepfather’s carpenter shop in
Nazareth and there spent His first thirty years. Then
Jesus began to carry out His purpose in coming into
the world. A man named John the Baptist introduced
this man as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world” (John 1:29).

God sent His son Jesus into the world to be His
sacrifice for our sin. God was carrying out His
promise through the seed of the woman, just as was
predicted in Genesis 3.

When Jesus died on the cross for us, on that day
in history, He was not just taking the payment for our
sin, He was paying the price that was ours to pay as
“sinners.” He became our substitute. Isaiah 53:5 says
this very well,

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he

was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement

of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray, we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all” (KJV).

In contrast to you and me, God is holy. The nature
of His holiness leads to righteous wrath toward sin
and sinners. Yet, although God is holy, He also
possesses love toward mankind. So how can God
show both a righteous wrath and a love toward
mankind at the same time? The answer is in the cross
of Christ.

So, even with our sinful nature, our Almighty
God calls mankind to be in relationship with Him.
God is merciful and full of grace. God is love. Verse
11 of Isaiah 40 says, “He will tend his flock like a
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he
will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those
that are with young” (ESV).

And a cross reference to that verse leads us to
John 10:11 where Jesus says, “I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep” (ESV). John 10:27-28, “My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no
one will snatch them out of my hand” (ESV). There is
only one way for you and me to be in communion
with our awesome AND merciful God and that is
through God’s Son, Jesus Christ.

Those who have heard and accepted the call of
our Almighty God are the adopted sons and daughters
of God. We are the redeemed of the Lorp. He has

called us and if we have accepted the invitation and
submitted to His command to be baptized, we are
then adopted in to His family. Is this part of who you
are today?

We do not become one of those adopted sons and
daughters of God by our good deeds. Just being a
good person will absolutely NOT give you a
relationship with God. It will not grant you a place in
God’s kingdom. Our identity has to change. The
Bible speaks of this in Romans, chapters 5 and 6.

It says there that sin came into the world through
one man, through Adam. Death spread to all of us
because all of us sinned. All of us have that
propensity to sin. That is sin nature. Then came Jesus
and His perfect sacrifice. With that one act of
righteousness, we are given life. Paul calls this “the
abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness” (Romans 5:17 ESV). While it is free,
we are told to count the cost. It will mean a change in
our lives. A change in our identity. It means
crucifying our old self so that we are no longer slaves
to sin. It means no longer being an instrument of
unrighteousness. When we change our identity, we
become connected to Jesus.

We are loved by our Heavenly Father, regardless
of our occupation, regardless of to what family we
belong, regardless of what possessions we own,
regardless of our achievements or our status. All of
these identities will come and go. It is only in Jesus
that we have complete security in who we are. Living
with the identity that God has in mind for us will not
be easy in our world today, but we are promised a
helper, God’s Holy Spirit. We can’t do this on our
own.

My question for you today is this: Who are you?
Are you a son or daughter of Adam? Or are you a son
or daughter of the King? Our King Jesus. If you are
not a son or daughter of King Jesus, seriously
consider making that commitment now, before the
end of today. There is a Bible verse that says, “seek
the Lord while he may be found. Call on him while he
is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil
man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord and he will
have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely
pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7 NIV).

Our God freely pardons our sins, no matter who
we are or what we have done.

Who are you? This is a serious and challenging
question.
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Daughters of the King

Greetings in love and prayer.

When Sheryl asked me if I had anything I wanted to add to the DOK page, I said I could not come up with
anything and that my brain was empty. But then as I sat there thinking, a thought came to mind. My brain
might feel empty but my heart is not. I thought about starting 2025 and how many folks always make New
Year’s promises and resolutions. I thought about God’s blessings in my life and realized that is what I should

be doing. Looking at my blessings and God’s
promises to me. My brain is not empty just
lazy and maybe a bit tired some days.

Sitting on my hutch was a stack of cards with
scripture reminders given to me by my great
granddaughter. One jumped out at me:
Philippians 4:7. This reminded me of
Philippians 4:19-20.

In this coming year, let’s not forget to look at
God’s blessings and promises and thank Him
for His mercy and faithfulness.

My prayer for you is this: may God richly
bless you and your families.

Linda Palmer in Him
DOK President

What type of day will you have today?
That question was asked of me the other day and it
made me stop and think. How much control do we
have over what the day will bring? And how can we
do more to make it a “good” day? I try to look at each
day as a gift from God. He chose to let me wake up!
Some people don’t have that choice. I am still able to
dress, cook my food, and feed myself. Some people
can’t do that!

I may be in some pain or be suffering, but not as
Christ suffered (Hebrews 4:13). I may not be able to
afford all the things I want, but I need to discern
between what I want and what I need. 1 Timothy 6:8
states: “If we have enough food and clothing, let us
be content” (NLT). Things may not go the way I
want, and it can be depressing! But I need to stay in
the hope of the gospel and thank God for all! God is
sufficient and He has plans for me. 1 Peter 1:3-9 calls
me to keep with Jesus through faith unto salvation,

through many temptations. Many Christians are
suffering through these present times, but as Romans
8:18 states, these times “are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.”
Therefore, look at each day as a chance to glorify
God and be a light in a dark world. We have been told
there will be suffering, but we have the hope of the
coming of Jesus. We need to look beyond our
circumstances and spread the hope of Jesus. Take a
deep breath and run to God, He will welcome you.
Have compassion for others as they struggle in life
and with consequences and let them know there is
hope. “I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in
his word do I hope” (Psalm 130:5 KIJV). “Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in our

time of need” (Hebrews 4:16 KJV).
By Becky Lincoln
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Headquarters Happenings
Jan.-Feb. 2025

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

Greetings in the name of our Heavenly Father and
His Son, our Savior, Jesus,

We pray this finds you well as we begin this
Gregorian new year!

I find myself, this time each year, reflecting on
the past year and making goals for the upcoming one.
This year we didn’t complete some of the goals we
set last year, and it causes me to pause and evaluate
even more. Was [ getting ahead of the Lord; were
those my plans not His? I believe that sometimes
even when we are working together with the Lord, we
still attempt to dictate the timelines; at least I do.

In 2023 we began work on the first course for the
new online Maranatha College. Progress has been
slow, but to date we have 9 of the 29 lessons
uploaded, with the other lessons being worked on
currently. In addition, we began plans for creating an
international fellowship for missions’ support, both
emotionally and for coordinating support; this team
has not been able to meet since last spring. However,
the concept has not been forgotten; it has just been
delayed.

v.s."‘- :

Nov. - 2024 Beginning [ Ending
Balance | Balance
Designated Funds
Building Fund 151.52 151.52
Campmeeting Fund -760.87 100.00
Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00
Missions 15,373.23 | 16,630.15
Park Fund 3,960.00 | 3,960.00
Funds for Operating Expenses
General Fund 348.02 474.21
Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) | -278.71 128.44

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses
for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 = $10,151.04

Trustin t , )
And lean not on your own understanding;
_Inall your ways acknowledge Him,

| And He shall direct your paths.

As always, we thank you for your support as we
continue to seek and to do the Lord’s work. We pray
that every endeavor we work on will glorify Him and
bless His children; your partnership in prayer,
volunteering, and financial support helps in more
ways than I can put into words here. As we look to
the future, we ask you to continue to pray for the
work we do here and know that we too are praying
for you also!

May the Lord abundantly bless you, now and
always! sf

I,

g .. Do not be wise in your own eyes;
e e -Fear the LORD and depart from evil.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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From the West Meadow

When we were called by God (John 6:44) and
accepted that calling by being baptized, we entered
into a covenant with God — a contract, as it were. Just
like any contract, it has provisions. What God
provides, and what we provide. God, by calling us,
entered into the contract first. Peter puts it this way:
“His divine power has given to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge
of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which
have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises” (2 Peter 1:3-4). The contract, having laid
out for us “exceedingly great and precious
promises”, also lays out certain obligations for us to
meet. We accept Jesus not only as our Savior, but as
our Lord and teacher as well (see John 13:13). Peter
tells us that through the promises and the receiving of

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

election sure, for if you do these things you will never
stumble” (2 Peter 1:10).

In verse 5, Peter tells us we are to “add” to the
faith already given us. “Add” can be translated
“generously supplement”, focusing us on “diligence”.
And we are to bring this diligent effort alongside or in
cooperation with the faith God has already given.
God freely extends His grace to us, but it obligates us
to respond. “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8-10).

Jesus uses a number of parables to teach a
productive life. See the parable of the Talents in

faith we may become
“partakers of the divine
nature” (2 Peter 1:4). We
are to give all diligence to
add to the faith we received.
“Add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to
knowledge  self-control”,
etc, (2 Peter 1:5-7). The
promises, or gifts of God,

There is divine order for growth, and
it begins with faith. For this very
reason God has given us grace, and
we are under contract to use it for
growth and for service.

Matthew 25. And in John
15:1-8 Jesus says “I am the
true vine, and My Father is
the  vinedresser.  Every
branch in Me that does not
bear fruit He takes away,
and every branch that bears
fruit He prunes, that it may
bear more fruit.... By this

come to us by the grace of God. But we are not given
God’s grace to simply bask in God’s love. God’s
grace both enables us and makes demands on us,
putting us under obligation. Paul writes Titus that the
grace of God teaches us that “denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly” (Titus 2:12). Receiving God’s grace puts
us under obligation to respond to God. “Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and

My Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit.” Peter shows faith as the starting
point, the foundation, of all the other qualities and
attributes we need. Each one flowing from the
previous one. “For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter
1:8).

Location: TBA

it Youth Camp
i1 Theme: Body of Christ:
x Why Spending Time
with Other Believers
Is Important.
Speaker: David Palmer

Dates: June 25-29, 2025
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE

God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.

GOD

God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
pe%pleécapabilities designed for living according to His purpose.
JESU

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God's
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God'’s Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God'’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God's Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD

Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God'’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION

Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION

God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God's family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION

God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God'’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH

God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

Advocating Christ The Savior

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God'’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the
relationship of individuals to God:

Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of God.
Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread and to
drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and blood that
was sacrificed. And to do this as they had commemorated the
Jewish Passover.

The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/Christian
Passover is for the church, as a community, and for individuals
tohrecognize and remember Jesus’s instruction to serve each
other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God'’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God'’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.
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3" Annhual Ministerial Council Quarterly Forum Weekend

“The Veracity and Authority of Scripture:
Why we can trust God and the Scripture He has given.”

— Join us January 24-26, in person or on Zoom!
— ' This weekend of fellowship and learning will be hosted
o — by the Shiloh Church of God 7th Day, Hyattsville, MD.
2 | For more information contact our

office or watch for details on our

~ -~ website: ACTSforGod.org.
Q},/

e

This time of fellowship and learning is brought to you by the Ministerial Council of the
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) and is part of their Ministerial Quarterly Forum series.
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