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President’s Letter
September 2024

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope all is well with you.

The past several months has been busy with Campmeeting held at the beginning of July, then working
on projects, and soon the parking lot will be sealed and restriped.

I would like to encourage you to reach out to your communities and have an open house, movie night,
or game night and invite them in. Mark 16:15 says “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature.’” These types of events allow you to go out and reach people in your
neighborhood and to spread the word of GOD. You get to know your neighbors and they get to know you.
It can be this simple act that changes a person’s mind about GOD.

You can make an impact on someone’s life without even knowing it. It can be something you say, the
way you live, or the way you act. People can see this, and it can influence them without you or them
realizing it. This may take a long time. I have a friend who lived his life in not the best of ways. He wasn’t
against GOD, but he didn’t want anything to do with HIM. I was in the military with him and we worked
together for many years. Currently, we are still working together. About a year ago, he was going through
a rough patch, and he needed help; as he talked with me, he started asking about GOD. He started going
to church with his wife. Later, I was out in the field working on an irrigation system and he was heading
out to help me. I was wondering what was taking him so long and when he finally got there we started
talking. He told me he was on the phone with his mom, and she had asked him if he had asked for GOD’s
forgiveness and if he had accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. He pulled over to the side of the
road and he did just that. We stood in that field for almost 2 hours talking about it; it was a great feeling
when this happened. I told him that I would never have thought that we would be standing there talking
about GOD.

We all have the chance to change the course of someone’s life. It doesn’t matter if it is your
neighbors, friends, or family. Let us pray. “Dear Heavenly Father, we want to thank you for the life that
you have given to us and ask that you be with us as we go out and spread your word to our neighbors,
family, and friends. May you guide us so that we can do your work. We ask this in the name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen!”

May you all find peace in all that you do.
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The following is an edited transcript of the sermon given by Steve Boone
Friday, August 2 at Midwest Family Camp 2024.

In His Footsteps
1 Corinthians 11:1, Matthew 4:18-22

God. He alone is worthy of our worship. He is our
creator; we are His creation.

Every one of the two trillion galaxies, God created.
Our galaxy alone has 400 billion stars, and it is not a
large galaxy. Every single galaxy and every single star
in the sky that can be seen with the best telescope man
has built was created by our God. That is how powerful
our God is. Our God is the Almighty God!

There is no place where we can go that we cannot
be in His presence. Not on the moon. Not even in the
deepest part of the sea can we escape His presence. He
is the everywhere present God!

God knew us before we were born. He knows the
end of our days on earth before we are born. He stands
outside of time. He even created time. He knows us
much better than we know or understand ourselves. He
knows the number of hairs on our heads and on the
heads of all 8.1 billion people living in the world today.
Can we even comprehend His knowledge or His power?
I can’t.

Isaiah 55 says that His ways are as far above our
ways and His thoughts are as far above our thoughts as
the heavens are above the earth. Isaiah 40 sums up the
greatness of our God. Isaiah 40:22 says, “It is he who
sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are
like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a
curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell
in” (ESV). I say that we are not as grasshoppers
compared to God. Instead, we are like one-celled
Amoeba in His sight!

God is infinite. God is eternal. God is unchangeable.
God is all-knowing. God is everywhere present. God is
all powerful. You can understand why He is worthy of
our worship! Do we really believe in this God? Do you
believe in a God that is that great?

Another characteristic of God is that He is holy and
cannot tolerate sin. Isaiah 59:1-2 says it is our sins that
separate us from Him. And yet, our Almighty God has
called mankind to be in communion with Him. God is
merciful and full of grace. God is love. Verse 11 of
Isaiah 40 says, “He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them
in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with
young.”” (ESV)

And a cross reference to that verse leads us to John
10:11 where Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (ESV).
John 10:27-28, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of

my hand” (ESV emphasis added). There is only one
way for you and me to be in communion with our
awesome AND merciful God and that is through God’s
Son, Jesus Christ.

Those who have heard and accepted the call by our
Almighty God are the adopted sons and daughters of
God. We are the redeemed of the LORD. He has called
us and if we have accepted the invitation and submitted
to His command to be baptized, we are then adopted
into His family.

My first challenge question tonight is this: Have you
accepted the invitation to join the family of God? If not,
seriously consider making that commitment tonight.

Having laid down that first challenge, I want to ask
those of you who say you are Christian, “How do we
know we are a Christian?” Write down your answer.
Does everyone have an answer written down? In your
answer, did you include the word “T’? Such answers are
not wrong, and I am not the word police here. | say this
to make a point. You and I are not saved from our sin
because “WE” decided to do something however many
weeks, months or years ago. Instead, we are saved from
our sin because JESUS decided to do something 2,000
years ago. And based upon His grace, His mercy, and
His love in coming to us, as sinners—totally unable to
save ourselves, we have been invited to follow Him.
The love of God that was extended to us through the life
and death and resurrection of Jesus is the only
foundation for true salvation.

Did your answer sound like this: A person hears the
word of God preached; they then respond to the call
with an attitude of repentance; they share that
commitment with others (someone they trust); and obey
the command to be baptized. And, it says that the angels
in heaven rejoice at the repentance of one sinner.

Our theme verse for tonight is 1 Corinthians 11:1,
“Be ye followers of me, even as [ also am of
Christ” (KIV).

In Matthew 4:19, Jesus said to His disciples when
He called them, “Follow me.” Two words. “Follow”
and “me.” Paul was a follower of Christ. He invites us
here in this letter to the Corinth church for us to follow
him as he follows Christ. What does it mean to be a
Christ follower? We are going to explore what that
means tonight and understand what it means to follow
Christ. “Follow Me.”

When Jesus called His disciples to follow Him, He
called them to change the world they lived in. He called
them to tell others about this offer of reconciliation with
God through Himself that was soon coming. We see
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what Jesus said at the end of His life in Matthew 28:18-
20:

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end
of the world. Amen. (KJV)
They were called to go to all nations and teach the
world about the reconciliation available through Jesus.
In Acts 1:8, we see that command in a more specific
words, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and wunto the uttermost part of the
earth” (KIV).

Of these 11 men, all but one of them was martyred
for the cause of Christ. The last one, John was exiled to
the Island of Patmos, where he gave us the book of
Revelations. It was not an easy choice to be an apostle
of Jesus. Today, it is not an easy path to be a “follower
of Christ.”

We are called to count the cost when we become a
Christian. We are told in Luke 9:23-26 what it means to
become a Christian:

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after

me, let him deny himself and take up his cross

daily and follow me. For whoever would save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my
sake will save it. For what does it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits
himself? For whoever is ashamed of me and of
my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed
when he comes in his glory and the glory of the

Father and of the holy angels.” (ESV emphasis

added)

Over and over again, we find in the Bible God
saying that He hates sinners. God hates?? How does
that match the message of grace and peace that we hear
in the Gospel?? Yes. God hates the sinner. Psalm 5:4-6
says it very well, “For you are not a God who delights
in wickedness, evil may not dwell with you. The
boastful shall not stand before your eyes, you hate all
evildoers. You destroy those who speak lies; the LORD
abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man” (ESV
emphasis added). There is coming a judgement. Every
single person will be judged. That includes all 8.1
billion people alive in the world today. That includes
every person in history who ever lived. That includes
those who lived before Jesus walked the earth. Every —
single — person!!

This was not just in the Old Testament. In the New
Testament, the condemnation is even more specific. In
John 3:36, “He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall

not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on
him” (KJV emphasis added).

As human beings, our sin is not something that
exists outside of us, it is ingrained in the core of our
being. We don’t just have sin in our lives. We Are
Sinners. This is because of our sin nature as sons and
daughters of Adam. When Jesus went to the cross for
us, He was not just taking the payment for our sin, He
was paying the price that was due to us as “sinners.” He
became our substitute. Isaiah 53:5 says this very well:

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he

was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement

of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray, we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all. (KJV emphasis added)
In contrast to you and me, God is holy. The nature of
His holiness leads to righteous wrath toward sin and
sinners. Yet, although God has holy righteousness,
He also possesses holy love toward sinners. So how
can God show both a righteous wrath and a holy love
toward sinners at the same time? The answer is in the
cross of Christ.

Jesus told Nicodemus that you must be born of
water and the spirit. The transformation must be on the
inside. It is not because we follow a certain set of rules.
In Ezekiel 36:25-27, God told His people:

1 will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall

be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from

all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give
you a new heart, and a new spirit [ will put
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And

I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to

walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my

rules. (ESV emphasis added)

There is a link between being born of water and the
spirit. This new heart would first cleanse us of our sin
nature. That is based not on our merit, but it is a gift
from God, based on God’s mercy. In Faith alone,
through Christ alone we are saved. God’s pleasure in us
will ALWAYS be based on Christ’s performance that
He carried out for us.

Our greatest need is not health or wealth. It is not
being healed. It is not financial security. Our greatest
need is salvation. More than being healed of our cancers
or diseases, we need to receive God’s forgiveness. This
is the gift that Jesus gave us, a new heart, cleansed of
sin, that leaves us with nothing to fear now or forever.

That is our justification. But God does not stop there
with our salvation. In Ezekiel 36:26, God told His
people, “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit.”
And, He says, “With that new Spirit in you, I will move
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my
laws” (Ezekiel 36:27). That is why Nicodemus needed
to be born of water AND spirit.

Advocating Christ The Savior



Paul talks about this in Galatians 2:20, “I have been
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me” (ESV emphasis added).

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the

Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ

does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,

although the body is dead because of sin, the

Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in

you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through

his Spirit who dwells in you. (Romans 8:9-11

ESV emphasis added)

This is the abundant life that we live with that new
Spirit living in us. This is the heart of Jesus’ call to
follow Him. When we become a Christian, we die, and
Jesus becomes our life. Jesus died for us so that He
might live in me and you. He did not just improve my
old nature. He gave me a new nature — one that is
completely united with His. We are not saved so we can
have a superficial Christian life that consists of
believing certain truths and following certain actions.
Instead, our spirits are changed; they are awakened by
the Spirit, which leads to a passion, a love and a
purpose completely outside ourselves. A purpose that
leads to obedience. A purpose that leads us to sacrifice
ourselves for Him.

Jesus, when He called Peter and Andrew by the Sea
of Galilee said, “Follow Me.” But He went on to say,
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of
men” (Matthew 4:19). He called them to a mission right
from the start. Jesus transformed these men. They were
MADE into fishers of men. For every one of these
disciples, they became fishers of men. It wasn’t
something they learned; it was something they became.

The book of Matthew ends with these men on a
mountaintop with Jesus in Matthew 28:18-19 saying to
these same disciples to go and make disciples of all
nations, “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations’” (ESV). Jesus transformed these common
fishermen to become disciple makers. They went from
disciples to disciple-makers somewhere during that
time. We know that each of these men gave their lives
to making disciples of Jesus. Jesus transformed the
minds of these men so that they longed for people to
hear the gospel. Jesus transformed their very purpose
for living. I argue that this happened starting on the day
of Pentecost, when they received that new heart spoken
of in Ezekiel 36.

My topic for tonight is “In the footsteps of Jesus.”
Today, in 2024, are we called to go and make disciples?
Are we to be fishers of men? Or is this no longer for us?

Recently, we received reports from our sister
churches in Nigeria and in Kenya. They both have a
passion for making disciples. Two weeks ago, Pastor
Enock Mayaka from the Chepkosium church in Kenya
reported going on a mission outreach to Kisii County,
which is his home county and making 10 converts. He
asked for help to rent a church building for these 10
converts. He is going to travel each month from his
home church to Kisii County to teach and disciple these
brothers and sisters.

In Nigeria, on July 14 Pastor Ambrose Okoro
reported that he was invited to a nearby church led by
another pastor (Dr. Samuel Nwaka) to be involved in
their launching of an operation they called, “Operation
Win a Soul and Win a Prize.” During the first week,
“they went out to win souls and came back with 8
persons.” The next week, Ambrose reported, the
community had a town hall meeting and Pastor Samuel
was invited to come and speak and pray for God’s
intervention and to heal their land. There were 18
people saved. Pastor Ambrose gave God the glory. This
all happened at the end of a 40 day fast.

Yes. We are told to follow Jesus. Yes, we are to be
fishers of men. This action of obedience only comes
through a changed heart. How are we doing in this area
of obedience? When I say this; when I point at you and
suggest this as a possible area of change in your life, I
am pointing three fingers back at me. This is something
that I have been challenged with recently. Where are we
to share the good news?

Jesus came to seek and to save what was lost. His
last words to His disciples were, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). If we
are wondering what God’s will is for our life, it is to
create, call, save, and bless His people for the spreading
of His grace and glory to the world. We do not need to
ask God what His will is for our lives. He has revealed
this to us in Scripture. The question then, that we can
ask ourselves, is “How can I best make disciples of all
nations?”

We have His Spirit living inside of us. The New
Testament tells us that His Spirit lives inside us to
comfort and convict, to give gifts and to provide
guidance, to open our minds to understand God’s Word,
to bring our hearts to a place where we want to offer
God worship. All of these are true purposes of the Holy
Spirit. Yet, when Jesus promised to send God’s Spirit to
the disciples, He said, “you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 ESV).

To witness is to speak and testify about who Jesus
is, what Jesus did and how Jesus saves. Today, His
Spirit calls us to accomplish that same purpose of being
a witness. I think this is more than just witnessing with
our lives. Yes. We do want the character of Christ to
show to the world through our lives. But think about the
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11 apostles who heard Jesus’ command in Acts 1. They
did not get martyred because people around them were
witnessing their good deeds. They were martyred
because they refused to stop speaking and witnessing
about who Jesus is.

Their lives were transformed, and they could not
STOP speaking about who Jesus is and testifying of His
resurrection and atoning death. That is what it means to
walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Each of us has different
spiritual gifts given to us and we each serve the
kingdom in different ways and in different places. What
is also true is that when we turn to Jesus, He transforms
us. As we die to ourselves, we live in Him. He gives us
a new heart, a heart that is cleansed of sin and filled
with the spirit. He gives us new desires that leads to a
new way of living.

Do we have that new heart? How do I measure up?
How do you measure up? That is my second challenge
tonight. And this is a challenge for me and for you.

I have one more challenge to bring out. At this
point, you might be wishing the challenge was Will
Roger’s famous quote, “Never miss a good chance to
shut up.” And you might also wish that I would accept
this challenge for myself!

I feel very convicted because of events over the past
4 years to speak up about an important teaching of the
early church. This last challenge is this, “Am I
committing to a local church where I am sharing my life
with other believers?” By being part of a local church,
we then share in mutual accountability to each other and
under biblical leadership.

A log pulled out of a fire will go out. In the same
way we need to be in community with a local church.
Out of 115 times that the word for church was used in
the New Testament, almost all of them are referring to a
local body of believers (check it out).

appointing leaders. We see local churches sending out
missionaries. Paul addresses many of his letters to
specific churches. In 2 Corinthians 1:1, he addresses his
letter “To the church of God that is at Corinth” (ESV),
for instance.

Jesus established the church to be an earthly
institution that would call, confirm, and oversee those
who profess to believe in Him. Jesus established the
church to publicly declare who belong to him in order to
give the world a display of the good news about himself.
This is said very well by Paul in Ephesians 3:7-12,

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to

the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by

the working of his power. To me, though I am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given,
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what
is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God,
who created all things, so that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was according to the
eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ

Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and

access with confidence through our faith in him.

Jesus wants the world to know who belongs to Him
and who doesn’t. They are to see who publicly
identifies themselves with His people in the members of
His church. We do not just belong to the universal
church. Jesus’ plan for us is to commit to joining
together in a local church.

Are you committed to a local church? If not, please
look at joining a healthy well-balanced church. This
then was my third and last challenge for you tonight. I
will finally follow Will Roger’s command and shut

In Matthew 16:16-18, Jesus establishes the church.
In Matthew 18, He gives guidelines for discipline of
church members. In Acts, we see local churches

Some of the Midwest
Campmeeting
teachers and speakers.
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Grilarers copper!

Margie Learns How to Be Honest

Margie and Janet were standing on the
playground waiting for the bell to ring. It was
Monday morning, and they were talking about
their Sabbath School lesson.

“Well, I must say I am honest all the time,
like our lesson said to be,” Margie said. “I never
take anything that does not belong to me. None
of us do. I don’t think we needed that lesson.”

“l know it was not a new lesson,” Janet
replied. “But perhaps we needed to be reminded
about it.”

Just then the bell rang and the girls hurried
toward school.

“I am glad it is time to go in,” Margie
whispered, “because Miss Stewart promised to
start reading Bambi to us this morning.” But
when they reached their room with the rest of the
third grade, they were disappointed. Miss
Stewart was not standing in her usual place
behind her desk.

“I am Mrs. Graham, your substitute teacher,”
announced the lady standing in Miss Stewart’s
place. “Miss Stewart is sick this morning, and I
am here instead.”

Slowly the children went to their seats,
watching the new teacher. The first lesson
announced was reading. Miss Stewart had
always had spelling first, and some of the
children did not like the change. Mrs. Graham
said they would begin on page thirty-five. There
was a great deal of giggling and whispering
because the class had already reached page forty-
five, but no one said anything. Margie was called
on to read the first paragraph. She read it easily
because it was review for her. “You read very
well, Margie,” the teacher said. “I am pleased
that you can read a new part so easily.”

Margie suddenly remembered her Sabbath
School lesson that she had said she did not need.
Her conscience was speaking to her and saying,

“You are stealing praise you do not deserve.
This is not a new part like the teacher thinks.
This is really review.”

Margie spoke quickly, “Mrs. Graham, this is
not new work. We have already read that and are
on page forty-five now.”

Mrs. Graham looked surprised and please. “I
am glad you told me that. Let us turn to the right
place.”

During recess Margie was talking to Janet
again. “You were right,” she said. “We do need
to be reminded about being honest. If we had not
had that lesson Sabbath, I might have cheated
when I was reading.”

“And we are getting a reward, to,” Janet
added, “because Mrs. Graham is going to read
Bambi to us after recess.”

The Children’s Friend
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

GOD’S MERCY
Scripture Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33
Memory Verse: Psalms 103:17

In today’s life, we are subjected to all manner of cruelties that man heaps
upon man. It is such a sad thing to realize this same man who has had such
abundant mercy heaped upon him can be so unmerciful.

As the old saying goes, “None are so blind as those who will not see.”
This is the way of man, unfortunately. If man could just learn the lessons of
being merciful to man—the end would not be so near.

1. What does God forgive in us? Psalms 103:3; Ezekiel 18:21-22; Micah
7:18

2. Who all does God show mercy to? Exodus 20:6; 34:7; Isaiah 54:6-8
3. Just how great is God’s mercy? Psalms 103:11; 108:4; Isaiah 54:9-10
4. Why does God show us this mercy? Psalms 78:39: 103:13-15

5. How does his mercy prolong our life? Lam. 3:22-23

.

These examples show us just how much mercy God truly has toward us.

6. How should our mercies be toward one another? Isaiah 58:7; Acts 20:35;
Romans 15:1-2

& Mercy and compassion go hand in hand. If a person has mercy he also
has compassion.

7. What does God require of us? Proverbs 3:3; 11:7; Micah 6:8; Matthew
5:7; Luke 6:36

8. To what depths will God go even when we sin? Joel 2:12-14; Micah 7:18
9. Will God’s mercy ever fail? Psalms 103:17; James 1:17

God’s mercy is forever. His mercy and compassion are so deep, man
cannot fathom them. The best thing we can do is renew our lives with God
and seek Him daily and His mercy will always be extended toward us.
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GRATITUDE AND INGRATITUDE

Scripture Reading: Psalms 9
Memory Verse: 1 Thessalonians 5:18

There are times in our lives when we are of a forgetful nature. We forget
who allows us to wake up each morning. We forget who allows us to walk
this land around us, to sing, to have joy, even to have sorrow, to have an
abundance of food upon our tables, clothing, health, water to drink and many
more things too numerous to mention. God has helped us and gotten us
through many things. We need to be very thankful for these things and many
more.

1. At what times should we be most thankful? Deuteronomy 8:10; Psalms
23; John 3:16; Colossians 1:12

2. What are some ways to show God how grateful we are? Psalms 9:11;
33:2; Hebrews 13:15; John 14:15

3. What are some examples that have shown us how grateful some are for
what God has done? Daniel 2:20-23; Luke 17:11-16

4. Who should be grateful to God for all He has done? Psalms 150:6;
Revelation 5:13; 1 Timothy 6:8

5. What do those that are ungrateful do? Deuteronomy 32:6; Nehemiah
9:26; Ezekiel 16:17-18; Luke 17:17-18; Romans 1:21

& How soon we forget.
6. How ungrateful should we be to each other? Numbers 16:13; Judges 8:35
(Gideon helped destroy the Midianites); Isaiah 25:21; 2 Chronicles 24:22

(Joash forgot what Jehoiada did for him); Ecclesiastes 9:15 (It seems
everyone is forgetful or ungrateful.)

& The world is more and more of a dog-eat-dog situation. We need to be
more appreciative when someone does us a good turn.

7. What seems to be the standard for many in the world and many churches
today? Psalms 38:12; 109:5; Jeremiah 18:20; John 10:32
8.  What will happen to those that are that way? Proverbs 17:13

It does no good if we must be challenged or even railroaded into praising
God for all the things He’s done for us. It must be from the heart. God knows
if we are truly grateful or not.

Page 1
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

ANGER

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:21-26

Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:26

There have been many times all of us have felt an anger toward

something or someone. There are different kinds of anger and many of them
will cause us more problems at their end than their beginning.

Most of all, if our anger makes our lips to speak, then we have crossed a

bridge to where we can’t return. We can be angry but we must keep it under
control to keep us from sinning.

1.

What kind of anger causes us to sin the quickest? Proverbs 10:19; 15:1;
29:20; James 3:2

Can we be angry? Ephesians 4:26; 7:9

God does not say we can’t be angry, but what happens when we have let
our anger run away with us? Ephesians 4:26-30

Should we let this anger be a part of us? Ephesians 4:31-32; 5:1-2;
Colossians 3:8

What can come from our anger towards another? Genesis 49:6-7;
Proverbs 14:17; 29:22

What can help us get over our anger at one another? Proverbs 18:16;
21:14; Genesis 32:20

Whose anger would we not want to have directed at us? Psalms 76:7;
78:55-64

How should we be before we become totally out of control? Proverbs
15:18; 16:32; 25:8

How is the best way to deal with angry people? Proverbs 21:19; 22:24;
The old statement, “to think before we speak”, should be foremost in all
of our minds. Also, not letting anger fester within us to cause us to sin

against God and man. We can have righteous anger, but whatever the
anger, let it not consume us.
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VANITY
Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 2
Memory Verse: Ecclesiastes 1:2

Vanity of vanity, all those things we say or do which don’t help us in
our spiritual walk with God is vanity.

1. What does the preacher say is vanity? Ecclesiastes 1:2

2. What good actually are these things of the world we look and seek for
most of our lives? Ecclesiastes 1:3-4; 2:15

3. Can man hope to change anything because he wants it to? Ecclesiastes
1:13, 15

= Just because we want it doesn’t make it so.
4. What are some of the vanities of life we cling to? 1 Corinthians 7:31
& If it has not significant value in our walk to God, what is it good for?

5. What did Soloman show us about all the things in life we think we
must have? Ecclesiastes 2:3-11, 26

6. Being called Gentiles, what warning are we given? Ephesians 4:17
7. Why do we seek these other things? Ecclesiastes 4:8; 5:10; 6:7
& We are not satisfied with what God gives us. We always want more.

8. How close are we to being like the Children of Israel in the wilderness?
Numbers 11:31-33

9. Does God expressly warn us about all our vanity? Isaiah 55:2; 65:12-14

10. Does God give us enough to be satisfied? Psalms 23:5; Colossians
1:19; Ecclesiastes 2:24

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity because man is never satisfied nor
contented. We always want more than we need or should have. Are all the
things we covet a blessing to get closer to God, or closer to the world? Just
maybe we should think on these things.
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Every time you remember to
tell the truth this month,
color a turtle.

“He who speaks truth
declares righteousness,

but a false witness, deceit.”
Proverbs 12:17
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Midwest Family Camp

This year the theme of Midwest
Family Camp was “Through
Christ in Me” based on Galatians
2:20, which says, in part, “I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless
1 live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me...” (KJV). Our Bible studies
for youth, young adult, and adult
classes were on the Book of
James. Activities were scheduled
throughout the day for all ages,
beginning with morning worship
at 7:30 and ending with a worship
service at 7:00 p.m. each evening.
Recreation and group activities for
all ages were also an important
part of each day. Music was a big
part of Family Camp with options
for everyone to participate in a
choir that shared a special each
evening during the worship
service. All the children were a
part of the children’s choir.
Special music was shared during
the worship service.

Midwest Family Camp was once
called Midwest Campmeeting. It
began with meetings at a new
church that had been established
in Milan, Missouri. Churches in
the Midwest joined together for
fellowship during the late summer
each year. The first Campmeeting
was held in the late 1950s. I'm
sure there are those living that
attended that first camp. I'm told
that I attended some of those early
camps as an infant and toddler.

During the 1960s, Midwest
Campmeeting was being held in

Stewartsville, Missouri. It then

moved to Ottumwa, Iowa and was
located there through the early
1980s, though some camps were
also held at Stewartsville,
Missouri. When those camp-
grounds were no longer available
for rent, Midwest Campmeeting
relocated to some of the Missouri
State Park group camps available
for rent. Campmeetings were held
there until 2011, when the camp
moved to its present location at
Camp Sharon, at the Lake of the
Ozarks in Missouri at a group
camp owned by another Church of
God organization.

At some point during those years
at Missouri state parks, “Midwest
Campmeeting” became known as

“Midwest Family Camp.” That
describes the purpose of the camp
very well. The church body is
made up of individuals and
families. The church is—and
always has been—the elderly,
babies and toddlers, youth and
young couples, grandparents, and
individuals of all ages joining
together for one purpose. That
purpose is to worship and serve
the Almighty God. This diversity
is its strength. The focus of
Midwest Family Camp is a time
for church families and individuals
to join together for fellowship,
learning, and renewal. This is also
the purpose of many fine camps

and campmeetings in other parts
of the country and world.
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Daughters of the King

$°U Follow. You
By Teresa Powell

Tbere’s a well worn path
from my heart to Yours
You've shone through my uwindows
and walked through my door

You've called me to. follow You
Light of the World

And transformed my life
as if forming a pearl

You give beauty for ashes
You make all things new
My heart fills with joy
just thinking of You

There’s no. one beside You
None can compare
To the infinite beauty
of a Diamond so rare

Words can’t descrifie or being to. define You
Even creation just serves to remind me
That beyond the invisible, beyond earthly time
Desire of the ages

You're The Author of Life
To the Reader:

And God calls out your name
He implores You to come
To taste of His Goodness

To delight in His Love

To unburden your heart
of your darkness; defeats
And lay all your heartaches
down at His feet

A death blow to elf
Now Buried and gone
And raised to Real Life
come join in the song

What a treasure we have in our

children!! God has blessed each of us with someone to
nurture and guide on the journey of life—whether it be
a little child to raise, or a child to guide in school, or an
adult that has crossed our path and needs to hear that
God loves them. Children of all ages need God’s love
and to hear God’s wisdom from the Bible.
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6)
Sometimes a child feels the need to “go his own
way”” when he becomes a teen or young adult, but will
find his way back to the true path later in life. But only
if he knows where to go for wisdom and guidance! So
many are lost because they don’t know where to look.
We adults need to “teach them diligently” as
Deuteronomy 6:7 states. And “provoke not your
children to anger” as Colossians 3:21 (KJV) states! If
you are blessed enough to be part of a Bible study
group, you will find children to bless there. They may
look like adults, but they are all God’s children and
there for us to nurture. Jesus came as a child and was
nurtured by his parents and the grace of God was upon
him (Luke 2:40.). At the age of 12, He stayed in the
temple to talk with the doctors who were astonished at
His understanding and knowledge (Luke 2:46-47). He

was going about His Father’s business; we also need to
go about or do His Father’s business. We should always
be prepared to be fruitful for God. Every day we are
presented with opportunities to share—don’t waste
them. People are destroyed by their lack of knowledge!

We, that call ourselves Christians, need to share and
pray with people who are struggling with life. Big
people and little people!! It may seem easier to share
with a child, but don’t be afraid...the person you are
talking to is also afraid! They may say, “I’m fine,” but
God knows the details already and He wants to hear
those fears vocalized. By talking with God about your
fears, He will bring to mind His promises. God’s truth
of power, love and faithfulness is available in many
forms. Through music (Colossians 3:16), through
Scripture (1 Peter 5:6-11), and through prayer to God
(Psalms 119:11. Be humble and honest and hopeful
with God, and remember: He can be trusted!!

We are all children in many ways, so the
admonishment to train up our children in the way of the
Lord applies to all of us. Daily be in the Word and it
will speak to you. Have memorized scripture to fall
back on in anxious moments and hard times. Always be
ready to share and you will find you, too, are blessed.

By Becky Lincoln
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Headquarters Happenings
Sep-Oct 2024

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

Faithful fall greetings to you all!

The temperatures are cooling and before we know it
the season will have changed again — at least for us
who have four seasons a year!

Once again, we were so blessed by Campmeeting
this year. We welcomed brothers and sisters from as
far south as Brazil and as far north as Ontario,
Canada! What a wonderful time of fellowship and
learning. What a joy it was to share with each other
the many things the Lord has been doing throughout
our organizations. Yet there is so much more to be
done before the Lord comes; so many who are far
from God who need to hear His message!

There are still many opportunities to work together
locally, internationally, or through hybrid platforms
through online meetings and file sharing. There are
many opportunities to serve through the General
Council if you are feeling led to help on a more
international basis. For example, we are still working
on creating an international fellowship that will meet
regularly to support each other through fellowship,
prayer, and the sharing of ideas. The ACTS magazine
needs fresh, new articles; there is an opportunity to
edit children’s curriculum; Maranatha College is
looking for help editing and creating content for the
online college. The list goes on, if the Lord is calling
you to join the work here — He already has a plan for
how you can help this Kingdom work.

We understand the many demands that the world
around us has been making on our time, but the time
is now to do the work of the Lord, either in your local
community or internationally through our
organization or another. However much we wish the
world around us would come to its senses; the fact is
that God has called each and everyone of us to share

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good, for his steadfast love
endures forever.

Psalms 136:1

His truth with them. Jesus never said it would be
easy; and the life stories of every one of His disciples
proved it wouldn’t be easy. But that does not alter
the fact that we have been called to share His truth.
Quite honestly, why wouldn’t we want to shed some
loving light on those so very lost in the darkness of
the lies of the enemy.

The work of the General Council is moving forward,
and we praise the Lord every day for His grace and
mercy as we move from one project to the next, but
we could really use your help. Don’t let the enemy
fool you into thinking that your contribution of
prayer, time, writing, and/or editing wouldn’t make a
difference. | can attest that every contribution has
made a difference, and we are so thankful! Just think
what more we could do!

As each season changes, | recommend taking a
moment and thanking the Lord for not changing.
Remember, His love for His children has never and
will never change, and | am so very thankful.

Blessings, sf

July - 2024 “selonce. | salance

Designated Funds

Building Fund 717.67 151.52

Campmeeting Fund -1,973.40 -478.32

Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00

Missions 16,149.23 15,182.23

Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00
Funds for Operating Expenses

General Fund 3,841.20 5,446.57

Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 3,090.06 3,056.39

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses
for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 = $10,151.04

Advocating Christ The Savior
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From the West Meadow

In Hebrews chapter 6 verse one, we find an
interesting statement.  “Therefore, leaving the
discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let
us go on to perfection.” The elementary principles are
the basic teachings of the Bible: repentance, faith,
baptism, the receiving of the Holy Spirit, resurrection,
and judgment. We are told to go on from them, into
perfection. What does that mean? Go on to what,
exactly? We tend to think that the Gospel is nothing
more than the story of Jesus Christ. It is true that the
story of Jesus is essential for our relationship with
God, and we must understand it and act upon it. But
Jesus Christ didn’t come to earth to preach about
Himself. He came preaching the Gospel (the Good
News) of the Kingdom of God (see Mark 1:14-15) or
as Matthew writes, the Kingdom of Heaven (see
Matthew 4:17). In either case, the goal of Christianity
is not Christ. The goal, the reason Christ came to
earth, is to bring us into the realm of the Father.
Notice what Paul tells the Corinthians: “Then comes
the end, when He delivers the kingdom of God to the
Father” (1 Corinthians 15:24).

The “elementary principles of Christ” are what we
need to be able to understand, and need to do in order
to reach, that goal. The fact that God grants us
repentance and forgiveness through the blood of Jesus
Christ is good news. But it is not THE good news. It
is the process that lets us go on to perfection, the
Kingdom of God. Focusing exclusively on the

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

messenger, Jesus Christ, hinders us from going on to
perfection. Christ Himself tells us to “be perfect, just
as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).
Jesus tells us it is not enough to call on His name, not
enough to prophesy in His name, or cast out demons
in His name, or to do wonders in His name.
Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,”
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the
one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
On that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out
demons in your name, and do many deeds of
power in your name?” Then I will declare to
them, “I never knew you, go away from me,
you evildoers.” (Matthew 7:21-23 NRSV)

The messenger ascended to heaven and became
our High Priest. And through His death we are
“reconciled to God...much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Romans
5:10). Hebrews 5:8 tells us “though He was a Son,
yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered.” As we ‘“go on to perfection” (Hebrews
6:1), suffering through life’s issues, we will be
learning. Learning obedience as we apply the
elementary principles of Christ. Then comes the end —
the Kingdom of God.

Then we will hear, “Well done, good and faithful
servant.... Enter into the joy of your lord”
(Matthew 25:21).

The October Quarterly Forum is in the works.
Check out ACTSforGod.org for more information and

April 2024 Forum

What happens when we die?

to watch former sessions.

October 2023 Forum

Understanding Grace and the Law

January 2024 Forum
Changing Social Trends

How Do Church Leaders Address
Changing Social Trends?

Insights on how grace and God's
law pertain to our lives as
Christians.

State of the Dead

The State
of
the Dead




Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.
GOD
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
E%elcj)gle capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God's Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God'’s Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God's
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God'’s family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION
God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God'’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH
God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the

relationship of individuals to God:

a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had
commemorated the Jewish Passover.

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus’s
instruction to serve each other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY

The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Our God Is Sufficient 2024 Campmeeting
Video DVD or Audio CD ($5 each plus S&H)

Sermons from Campmeeting 2024

7/1 Byron Sanchez 7/4 Jonathan Carson
“The Joyful Presence of Our Lord and Savior” “More Than Enough
7/2 Joe Sanchez 7/5 Aaron Henderson
“Where Are We at in Bible Prophecy” “What More Do You Want”
7/3 Greg Wallace 7/6 Samuel Marques
“Go with God” “The Miracle Behind the Miracle”
7/6 Wes Higgins

“God’s Gathering! The Journey to the Reward”

Classes from Campmeeting 2024
7/1 Tom Kendrick

Our God Is Sufficient “Faith”

Zephaniah 3:17 7/1 Roger Boone
& - “Jesus Our High Priest”

7/1 Joe Sanchez

“The Canonization of the Bible Part 1”
7/2 Wes Higgins

“End Time Events”
7/2 Joe Sanchez

“The Canonization of the Bible Part 2”
7/2 Byron Sanchez

“Building and Maintaining the Ark”
7/5 Samuel Marques

“Report from COG7 in Brazil”
7/5 Steve Boone

“How Do Church Leaders Address

Changing Social Trends”

- . ~ -
J

Greg Wallace  Wes Higgins
Jonathan Carson

Audio sermons from past years are available on the Check out the ACTSforGod YouTube channel to watch
ACTSforGod.org website. classes and sermons from Campmeetings 2018-2024.
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