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Ministerial Council Letter
July 2024

Greetings from the Ministerial Council Board in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The past six years have been a time of significant change for our country and for our world. Our Heavenly
Father knew that these changes were coming and has been leading and guiding His sons and daughters through
these times. My encouragement to you reading this is to rest secure in His arms and to continue to look up to
Him. Psalm 121:1-3, 8 comes to mind, “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that
keepeth thee will not slumber. The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth,
and even for evermore” (KJV). We have assurance that during times of challenge and change our Heavenly
Father is in control. Rest in His promises and know that He has our back. He is the one who keeps us secure in
His arms.

Jesus said this very well in Matthew 11:28-30 when He called people to Him telling them He would give
them rest. He asks us to take up His yoke and learn of Him for He is meek and lowly in heart. And He says
that His yoke is easy and His burden is light.

I have recently been preaching on various themes taken from the “fifth gospel,” which is what the book of
Isaiah is often called. Think of it—Isaiah prophesied 700 years before the birth of Jesus, yet his descriptions of
our Messiah are so accurate! He predicted His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14). He predicted the coming of John the
Baptist (Isaiah 40). Jesus would come from Galilee (Isaiah 9:1-2). Jesus would provide living water, God’s
Holy Spirit (Isaiah 12:3 and 44:3). Jesus would bring justice to the earth and in His name the Gentiles
(nations) would hope (Isaiah 42:1-4). He would bring salvation to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 49:6). Isaiah 53
describes the suffering of our Lord in bearing our sins and that it “pleased the LORD to bruise Him” and “put
Him to grief” (Isaiah 53:10). Truly, Isaiah is the “fifth gospel”, describing very well the good news that was to
come to the earth 700 years later. Our challenge today is to be that witness of the “good news” to this
generation. Let us pick up that challenge! Let us continue to be His witnesses with the help of His Spirit that
lives within us.

This month I would like to give a big “shout out” to the Publishing House Team. They are outstanding and
deserve much thanks and praise. Please give them your encouragement and support. Tell them, “Thank you,”
soon and often. They are a blessing to us all. Also, listen to their calls for assistance and respond to their
needs. Ask yourself how you can support them in the work. “Thank you, Publishing House Team.” You are
the best!

This is a bittersweet time as it is the last of these columns that I will be writing. I have served two three-
year terms as the Ministerial Council President and am term-limited out as President. It is time for someone
else to take on this role. I look forward to the work continuing in the year to come with new leadership.

May God guide and direct each of us!
Steve Boone, Former Ministerial Council President,
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day)

2024 Ministerial Council Unofficial Annual Meeting Minutes July 4, 2024

Call to order with prayer and Scripture
Opening prayer by Steve Boone at 10:10 AM MDT
Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10
Attendees: Steve Boone (C); Andy Fauth (C); Randall Avery; David Moore (C); Samuel Marques; Tom Kendrick (C);
Byron Sanchez; Jonathan Carson (C); Roger Boone (C); Rodney Boone (C); Wes Higgins (C); (Sophia Fleming as
support staf¥).
Online: Les DeSouza (C); Ambrose Okoro; Basil Straker (C); Ezra Ledger (C); Clinton Wiggins (C); Josko Kibet;
Leonidas Ndayizeye (C)
Only Credentialed (C) ministers may vote per Article XVIII of the GC by-laws.
1) Review 2023 minutes—Read by Wes Higgins. Correction made to spelling of Marques. Motion made to approve as
corrected. m/s/c
2) Roll Call—Introduction ministers attending. Name, country, church name. Did you attend ministerial forums?
Which ones? Were there any problems?
- Randall Avery, USA, Living Grace—attended Law & Grace.
- Samuel Marques, Brazil, COG 7" Day—attended one
- David Moore, USA, 7™ Day Sabbath Fellowship—attended
- Tom Kendrick, USA, Marceline COG 7" Day—attended & participated
- Byron Sanchez, USA, Caldwell COG 7™ Day—attended & participated
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- Wes Higgins, USA, Celebration COG 7™ Day—attended & participated

- Jonathan Carson, USA Shiloh COG 7™ Day—did not attend

- Roger Boone, USA, Marceline COG 7" Day—attended

- Rodney Boone USA, Meridian COG 7" Day—attended

- Les DeSouza, Canada CcoG 7" Day Fellowship Center—attended & participated

- Ambrose Okoro Nigeria, COG 7" Day—attended

- Basil Straker, USA, Beulah COG 7" Day—attended & participated

- Ezra Ledger, St, Vincent, Light of Truth COG 7™ Day—attended & participated

- Clinton Wiggins, USA, New Life COG 7" Day, Brooklyn, New York—did not attend
- Josko Kibet, Kenya, Sabbath Gospel Ministries—attended all forums

- Leonidas, Rwanda Horeb COG 7™ Daél
- Steve Boone, USA, Marceline COG 7"

Day—Attended and Participated in all forums.

3) Reports made on Pubhcatlon Committee by Wes Higgins and Byron Sanchez. Publication Committee members are
Les DeSouza, Wes Higgins, Ezra Ledger, Byron Sanchez, and Sophia Fleming. Wes Higgins presented a report.
Quarterlies, tracts, and booklets were reviewed. Some publications are to be modified, converted, renewed, and some
were tabled for further discussion. Some publications were removed. Some were offered as long as back-stock
remains. Discussions were held relating to the updating of materials and the transition to NKJV from KJV both
digitally and in print. Byron Lee Sanchez presented a bio on the contributions of each of the members of the
Publications Committee, highlighting their strengths, and the blessing of good counsel.

Headquarter Happenings Report by Sophia Fleming

4)

a)
b)

¢)
d)

Updated ACTSforGod.org website should be utilized. Use the tabs and dig in.

Have received many blessings this last year. Josko and Leonidas have translated Bible study materials into
Swahili and Kinyarwanda, respectively.

Samuel Marques and his team has been translating material into Portuguese.

In Kenya, a group at a refugee camp were from Rwanda and Burundi and were able to receive Bible material in
their language due to the translations that are now available on the ACTSforGod.org website. This was part of
the missionary work of the Sabbath Church of God in Bomet, Kenya.

More articles for the ACTS are needed. We need fresh content to come from ministers of the Council. Consider
converting sermons to articles. Let the Spirit guide the article.

Ministerial Resources Page—discussion. Not much activity. The Maranatha website may cover many of these
resources along with the ACTSforGod.org website. Do we want to continue with it? It has not been used for six
months. The Ministerial Resources Page was partially intended as a forum for the ministers to use. Online
licensing did not materialize. Sophia discussed the current status of the information on the Ministerial Resources
page. The minutes could be posted a different way; one that is more convenient—Iike an email with an
attachment. Sophia posed the question, “Is it difficult to navigate or is it on a platform people don’t use?” The
people who did explore the resource page found it cumbersome and yet another thing to check on their already
long checklist. Bi-monthly Zoom fellowship was suggested by Sophia. Discussion was had about using
Facebook, Instagram, or WhatsApp as a more convenient communication device for pastoral connectivity. The
benefits and disadvantages of the different messaging platforms were discussed from the national and
international perspective. Sophia estimates 50-60% of the ministers use WhatsApp. A motion was made to create
a WhatsApp group for the ministers in the Council. M/S/C. Ezra Ledger volunteered to create the WhatsApp
group for ministers and to be its first administrator. There will be an e-mail sent out asking permission to add
ministers to the WhatsApp group and ask for current contact information to share with those who want to be on
it. E-mail was suggested as the most effective way to continue with important correspondence. Sophia
encouraged those with a Facebook page to “Like” the General Council’s Facebook page.

5) New Business

6)

a)

b)

¢)
d)

The quarterly Zoom meetings were discussed. Many thought the quarterly Zoom meetings were beneficial to

cover doctrinal topics. The forums were seen as an effective way to communicate as well as perhaps for

evangehsm Need an in- person host church. Consideration was given to changing the in- person meeting to fall or
spring to avoid weather issues. Shiloh Church is the 1¥ choice and Marceline Church the 2™ choice for the next

in-person meeting.

Samuel Marques’ Brazil Church is having their 40™ Anniversary Celebration during their General Meeting in

December and is seeking a representative from the Council to attend their conference.

Maranatha College needs help with lesson updates; volunteers sought.

Global Ministries Discipleship and Evangelism Team—Developing, but no official report was made.

Elections—Staggered terms. Tom Kendrick was elected President (3-year term). Steve Boone was elected Vice
President (2-year term). Wes Higgins was elected Secretary (1-year term).

Terms not expired - At large Board Members Rodney Boone & Les De Souza

Date and Time of next Annual Meeting—July 3" 2025 at 10:00 AM. This will be during the 75™ Annual Campmeeting.
Adjourned at 12:36 PM. Closing prayer given by Tom Kendrick. Submitted by Wes Higgins, Secretary
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The following is an edited transcript of the sermon given by Samuel Marques
at the Sabbath morning service during Campmeeting 2024.

The Miracle Behind the Miracle

[ Dbelieve in
miracles. I have
witnessed some
miracles. I have
experienced
some miracles.
In fact, we are
living a miracle
at this very
moment. It is a
miracle  from
God that we are
here in the
United States today. God opened doors that we never
imagined existed and brought us here. I thank God for
this opportunity to share with you a small message, a
brief reflection on some texts from the Holy Word of
God.

This message is quite specific. It will not be
directed to everyone. Only to those who are praying
for a miracle. Are you praying for a miracle? Do you
need God to do something extraordinary? Do you
need something beyond your strength, beyond your
intelligence, beyond the resources you have? Do you
need something that only God can solve?

If you are in this condition, I ask you to visualize
now the miracle you need. Maybe it’s a promotion at
work. Maybe it’s a husband or a wife. Maybe it’s
healing from an illness. I don’t know what miracle
you need, but you do. So, I ask you to visualize now
the miracle you are seeking from God. If you want to
write it down on a piece of paper, in your Bible, or on
your phone, now is the time.

Today, I will present to you a new perspective on
miracles. A new vision that God has placed in my
heart over the past two months, which has completely
transformed my way of thinking about this topic.

The first thing I need to tell you is that there is an
invisible miracle behind the visible miracle you are
asking God for. I hope you discover today what the
secret miracle is, the one behind the miracle you
noted down. Your note is about the visible miracle,
but what we are going to explore today is the invisible
miracle that God wants to perform in your life and the
lives of others, which you may not yet have realized.

Samuel and his wife Anna

By Samuel Marques
(Licensed Minister from Sdo Paulo, Brazil)

Let’s now turn to our first Bible passage, which is
in the second book of Kings, chapter 13, verses 20
and 21.

“And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the

bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the

coming in of the year. And it came to pass, as they

were burying a man, that, behold, they spied a

band of men,; and they cast the man into the

sepulcher of Elisha: and when the man was let

down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he

revived, and stood up on his feet” (KJV).
In this text, we see a miracle. But this is a type of
miracle that no one asked for. I will call this type of
miracle a spontaneous miracle. Notice that no one
prayed asking God for that dead man to be
resurrected. The miracle happened by God’s will,
without any human interference.

I imagine that those men were first running from
the Moabites and then they were running from the
dead man who came back to life and was chasing
them. I think it was something like that. What do you
think?

But let’s get back to the type of miracle that no
one asked for. Notice that God’s goodness performs
miracles in our lives every day. Life is a spontaneous
miracle from God. As the preacher said last night: we
are only breathing because this miracle of life is
God’s will. The sun, the rain, the flowers, the fruits,
the animals in the forest, the seed that germinates, all
can be considered miracles of God.

I have heard that Einstein said, “There are no
miracles, or everything is a miracle.” The psalmist
David said, “The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork” (Psalm
19:1 ESV). If you observe nature carefully, you will
see God’s miracles every day.

Ok, now you know the first type of miracle. It’s
the spontaneous miracle, a result of God’s grace and
goodness. A gift for us without anyone asking for it.

Now I will present to you the opposite of this. It is
a type of miracle that will never happen. Even if you
ask intensely, God’s same goodness will prevent you
from getting what you want. Because that miracle is
not for you. Because that miracle will not do you any
good.

Advocating Christ The Savior



Let’s see an example of this type of miracle in the
second letter of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians.

“So, to keep me from becoming conceited because
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming
conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord
about this, that it should leave me. But he said to
me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may rest upon
me” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9 ESV).

In the book of Acts, chapter 28, we are informed
that the apostle Paul healed all the sick on the island
of Malta. He healed ALL the sick. There wasn’t a
single person left ill on the island. Now he is asking
for healing for himself. A thorn in the flesh is
bothering the life of the great apostle to the Gentiles.
But God’s answer is no. There will be no miracle.
The apostle himself points out the reason. “To keep
me from becoming conceited.” God knows all things.
And knowing all things, God knew that the best for
the apostle Paul was to carry that burden, to live with
that illness, as a reminder that he was just a man. A
reminder that the power resides in the potter, not in
the clay. In this passage, we see that God is sufficient.

A great preacher from England once said, “If all
my prayers were answered, I would be a debtor to
grace.” Can you understand this? Those miracles that
we didn’t ask for, the grace that we don’t deserve, the
salvation for which we didn’t pay, all these miracles
of God far outweigh an unanswered prayer.

Moreover, the request we made might be harmful
to us. In His infinite wisdom, God protects us from
ourselves by saying no. Just like a father committed
to the well-being of his young child will say “No”
when the child wants to play with a knife.

The apostle does not rebel against God. He
understands that God said no out of love, for his own
good. Later, he declares in his letter to the
Philippians, “I have learned in whatever situation I
am, to be content” (Philippians 4:11).

Now let’s move on to the third type of miracle.
These are the miracles that are waiting for an agent.
This type of miracle happens when a servant of God
becomes the tool that God uses to perform the
miracle.

Let’s read from the Gospel of Mark, chapter 16,
verses 17 and 18,

“And these signs will accompany those who

believe: in my name they will cast out demons,

they will speak in new tongues, they will pick up
serpents with their hands, and if they drink any

deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay

their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
Notice that the miracle is authorized. What we need
now is the action of God’s servants. “They will lay
their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

I want to give you some advice today. Never miss
an opportunity to pray for someone. Perhaps the
miracle is already authorized and just waiting for a
servant of the Most High to declare God’s glory in
that situation. And you could be an instrument of the
miracle but were too shy. Don’t do that. Whenever
you visit someone who is sick, whenever you talk to
someone in despair, whenever a difficult situation
arises in your home, please, say a prayer. Be the
instrument of God to perform that miracle.

Now we come to the last type of miracle we will
meditate on this morning. These are the miracles that
have another miracle involved, and you haven’t
realized it yet. In another passage from the Scriptures,
2 Kings 5:1-14, I want to draw your attention to the
following fact: Naaman’s healing was the visible
miracle. Naaman’s conversion was the invisible
miracle. In verse 17, we see the following, “... for
from now on your servant will not offer burnt offering
or sacrifice to any god but the Lorp” (2 Kings 5:17
ESV).

He arrived in Israel as an arrogant general,
escorted by a retinue, riding in a chariot, carrying a
letter from the king of Syria and many riches. He
refused to dip in the Jordan River. He was a hard-
hearted man. He only wanted healing; he was not
willing to worship the true God.

Now he returns home transformed and converted.
This was the miracle behind the miracle. The healing
of leprosy was the wvisible miracle, something
impossible for men but very simple for the God who
raises the dead.

But Naaman’s conversion was the hidden miracle
behind the healing miracle. And to receive the first
miracle, Naaman needed to dip seven times in the
Jordan River. He needed to drown his pride in those
waters and recognize that only the Lord is God.

From the prophet’s word, the only person who
could prevent the miracle from happening was
Naaman himself. God’s servant was used as an
instrument, but the person’s attitude would release or
prevent the miracle from being realized. If Naaman
had refused to dip, his disease would not have been
healed.

My question for you today is this: Are you
preventing the miracle? Are you the obstacle that
stops the miracle from happening? The Bible presents
us with Naaman. He had to overcome his pride to
obtain his miracle.
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Perhaps God brought me from the end of the
world to Meridian this morning to tell you, “Abandon
your pride.” That miracle you are asking God for will
only come when you decide to dip in the Jordan
River.

The Bible also presents other situations where the
person himself is the obstacle to the miracle. Let’s
look at some of them, starting with James 4:1-3,

“What causes quarrels and what causes fights

among you? Is it not this, that your passions are

at war within you? You desire and do not have, so
you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you
do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
passions” (ESV).
In this passage, we see two types of people
preventing their own miracle: those who do not pray
to God and those who make requests with selfish
motives.

Remember the miracle you noted down at the
beginning? The apostle James says you haven’t
received it because you don’t ask. You haven’t
prayed about it. You haven’t asked God.

Remember the miracle you noted down at the
beginning? The apostle James says you haven’t
received it because your request is not for the glory of
God. It’s just “fo spend it on your passions.” (James
4:3 ESV).

“Lord, I ask for a big, new, luxurious car to show
how powerful You are.”

“Lord, I ask for a beautiful and elegant Prada bag
to show how powerful You are.”

But maybe you are praying, and your request is
just before God. Then my question is, “Have you
fasted?” In Mark 9:29, Jesus said, “This kind can
come forth by nothing, but by prayer and
fasting” (KJV).

Maybe you’ve done all this, but you haven’t
forgiven your brother. Jesus said in Matthew 5:23-24,
“Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought
against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and
go thy way, first be reconciled to thy brother, and
then come and offer thy gift” (KJV). Until you
reconcile with your brother, the blessing will not
come.

Maybe you quarreled with your wife. In the first
letter of the apostle Peter, he says, “Likewise,
yve husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered”
(1 Peter 3:7 KJV).

Maybe you lack faith. The apostle James, in
chapter 1, verses 6 to 8, said, “But let him ask in
faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For
let not that man think that he shall receive any thing
of the Lord” (KJV).

Think with me now. Our needs are an opportunity
for God to transform our lives and bring us closer to
the life He designed for us. There was a miracle
behind the miracle that Naaman sought. Beyond the
healing, his heart was broken.

God wants to alert you this morning. Perhaps
your miracle hasn’t come yet because you yourself
are preventing it.

Let’s make a list of possible reasons:

1. You don’t ask God; you are lacking in
prayer.

2. You ask, but your request is selfish.

3. Perhaps your pride is preventing the miracle.
It might be stopping you from seeing the
person next to you in a good light or from
doing what God told you to do.

4. Maybe fasting is missing from your Christian
journey.

5. Perhaps you hold grudges and resentment in
your heart against a brother or someone in
your family.

6. Maybe you haven’t been a good husband or a
good wife.

7. Perhaps you are asking without faith.

Finally, your miracle may be hindered by sin. A
wrong life, outside of God’s will, will keep the
blessing away. The Bible says, “He that turneth away
his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be
abomination” (Proverbs 28:9 KJV).

And now our last text. “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for  correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good
works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 KJV).

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, today
the Lord wants to speak to you about miracles. About
the miracle you need, but that you yourself have been
preventing from becoming a reality.

If today you identified a miracle behind the
miracle you are asking God for; if today you
identified something you need to do to become more
holy, to have more faith, to correct your life; I invite
you to pray and present your willingness to change
your course and align with God’s will.

LR
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7t Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

OBEDIENCE
SCRIPTURE READING: Leviticus 26:1-20
MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 15:22

The true test of obedience comes when we are commanded to do
something that costs us dearly. It is easy to obey in that which we enjoy or
even in that which makes little difference to us.

Abraham’s test did not lie in that area or worship. He enjoyed praising his
God. His test came when he was called upon to sacrifice his son, Isaac, who
was very precious to him. All of his obedience up to that time would have
counted for little if he had refused to offer his son as a sacrifice.

Many today are guilty of this “selective obedience”. Those who are guilty
of this, obey only as long as it does not cost them too dearly in time, in
money, or any effort. Our society is steadily growing more liberal in its
concept of that which constitutes sin.

Much of what is considered as acceptable by most is strongly condemned
by the Bible. This places a Christian in the position of choosing whether to
follow the trend of the world or to obey God. Some will say that times have
changed and the passage under consideration does not apply in this age.
Others will try to show that the Bible does not really mean what it seems to
say. But all this is usually just an easy way to say “no” to God.

If we would only realize that God in His infinite wisdom knows what is
best for us then we would not always have to understand the reasons for His
commands.

Isaiah promises that “if ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good
of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword:
\c\ the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it” (Isaiah 1:19-20 KJV).

Is just hearing and believing God’s Word enough? James 1:22-25;

Ephesians 2:8-10
2. What is involved in our obedience? 1 John 2:5-7; John 10:27-28; Luke

6:46-48
3. What example did Jesus leave us regarding obedience? Philippians 2:5-8;

Hebrews 5:8
4. Did Jesus always find it easy to do His Father’s will? Matthew 26:36-42
5. Has it always been easy for God’s children to obey? John 15:18-20; Acts

4:18-19; Acts 5:40-42; Genesis 22:1-13
6. What promises are given to those who obey? Leviticus 26:3-13; Isaiah

1:19
7. What will happen to those who refuse to obey? Isaiah 1:20; Colossians

3:5-6
8. What did Samuel have to say regarding the value of obedience? 1 Samuel

15:22-23
9. When our children disobey we punish them. Does God deal with us in a

similar manner? Hebrews 12:5-11; Psalms 143:10; Proverbs

1:33; 19:16 Page 8
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ONE IN HIS SIGHT
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 10:1-35
MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 3:28

A problem of the human race since early times has been racial
equality or inequality as some may have it. Many today believe one
race to be more superior than another. Unfortunately, man hasn’t seen
things the way our Heavenly Father sees them. He continues to put
himself in higher esteem than God does. God did not put prejudice in
man’s heart. Man did it himself (with Satan as his cohort, of course).
God accepts all races. Why shouldn’t He? He made them all and they
are all precious in His sight. All who will, (black, white, Greek, or
Jew) come.

1. What vision did Peter see? Acts 10:9-16

For discussion: At what point do you think Peter came to the
realization of this vision?

2. What did the Jewish people deem unlawful? John 4:9; Acts 11:3
3. Were there other nations that believe the same way? Genesis 43:32

4. Why did God want Israel separated from other nations? Isaiah
45:20; Genesis 17:10-13

5. What circumstances would make it possible for outsiders to be able
to dwell with the Israelites? Exodus 12:48

6. How were things made different concerning this, after Jesus’ life
and death? Acts 10:28; Galatians 3:26-29

7. Will God withhold His truth from anyone because of their
nationality? John 4:5-30; Acts 8:26-35; Romans 2:10-11; 10:12

8. What does God’s Holy Word say about those who have hate for
any reason? 1 John 3:14-15; 4:20; Mark 11:25-26

9. Is the promise of eternal life to only a certain few? Ephesians 2:13-
22; Acts 2:39

Page 1
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7t Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

USING GOD TO FIGHT OUR BATTLES
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Samuel 17:23-54
MEMORY VERSE: 2 Corinthians 10:4

Many times as we read the Bible, we find how God took up Israel’s
side and fought for them. God will also do the same for us, if we just
let Him. Too many times, we want to put on the gloves and do battle,
whether with our hands or mouth. We have the nature to want to fight.

1. Who did David rely on to help him fight against Goliath? 1 Samuel
17:45-47

2. Who should we let fight our battles? Exodus 14:14; 23:27;
2 Chronicles 32:8

3. Should we seek revenge at all? Romans 12:17-19; Hebrews 10:30

4. How can we overcome our enemies? Psalms 44:5; Malachi 4:2-3;
Joshua 1:5

5. What fight would God have us to be in? 1 Timothy 6:12

6. What armour would God have us to use? Romans 13:12;
1 Thessalonians 5:8; Ephesians 6:11, 13-17

7. When our spiritual fight gets overwhelming, what should we do?
Psalms 32:7; 119:114; Proverbs 18:10; Isaiah 25:4

8. Who shall we call upon at all times? 2 Samuel 22:2-36
9. What are some of the hardest battles we fight ourselves? Galatians
5:19-21
10. What one thing would we all want to know as a surety in our hearts
and minds? 2 Timothy 4:7-8
We have so many fights and battles every minute, every hour,
every day, without trying to fight others with our words or hands. It
has been and will continue to be, a fight and struggle to get to the
Kingdom.

Let us all let God fight our battles for us. He always has a better
way.

Page 6
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FAITH

SCRIPTURE READING: James 1:1-7
MEMORY VERSE: Hebrews 11:6

Faith is defined in Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” Some Bibles have a margin, a reading in
which assurance and proof (or proving) are used for the words “substance” and
“evidence.”

We did not see the world and man being created, the Garden of Eden, the
Flood, the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, the giving of the law from Sanai,
the Temple that Solomon built or Jesus and the Apostles.

God’s Word states all these things are realities, and we believe the Word of
God is true. Faith in what God has said is our proof they are realities.

We cannot see the future and can only guess at what may come. But the sure
Word of God says, Jesus Christ will come, that the Kingdom will be established on
earth and that we can be overcomers and reign with Christ.

What gives us this assurance? “Faith” And if we are obedient, we shall have a
part in the Kingdom to come.

Faith is the opposite of doubt, unbelief and distrust; all of which have caused
men to fall concerning the grace of God. Doubt, unbelief and distrust caused many
to disregard warnings from Noah; which caused the Israelites to murmur and die in
the wilderness; and which caused the disciples to fail to cast out an unclean spirit.

Faith may be tried in many ways. The Apostle Peter said the trial of faith was
of greater value than highly refined gold that will perish (1 Peter 1:7). Endurance in
trials brings forth patience. Without this precious quality of faith, man faces
uncertainty in the future. Dark and troubled days are ahead for the world, but with
the eye of faith the Christian can see through the darkness to the glories beyond—
the glories that will be peaceful and eternal.

1. Do you think Abraham had faith before he was called, or did his faith begin
then? Acts 7:2-5; Hebrews 11:8; Genesis 12:1-3 Would you say he had a
growing faith?

What did faith bring to Abraham? Romans 4:3, 5, 9, 22

What did righteousness mean to David? Romans 4:6-8

What do you think of the test recorded in Hebrews 11:17-19? Genesis 22:1-2?
What confidence did Abraham have in God? Romans 4:20-22

Why is all this recorded? Romans 8:23-28; 15:14; Psalms 102:18

What caused Israel to wander in the wilderness? Hebrews 3:17-19; 4:2

From the Memory Verse and the Scripture Reading, what is the importance of
faith?

8. What failures are recorded in Matthew 14:28-31 and Matthew 17:14-21?

9. Through faith, what blessings may we share? Galatians 3:6-9

10. How does grace aid faith in our salvation? Ephesians 2:4-8
10. What assurance is given in 1 John 5:4?

Eal e

oW

With hope, a companion to faith can be anchored to the eternal realities of the
world to come — the eternal home of the redeemed where we will be free from
distress and harm and where the hand of death cannot reach.

Page 3
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Thursday
Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3:1-30

Feeding the

Five Thousand
Matthew 14: 13-21
Mark 6:30-44
Luke 9:10-17
John 6:1-15

Thank you to Connie Hicks
and her helpers:

Phyllis Dowers, Brittany
Boone, Alethea Gray,
Wayne Hicks and the

Christian Youth.

Advocating Christ The Savior




Headquarters Happenings By Sophia Fleming
Jul- Allg 2024 G.C. Administrator/General Manager

Session 1:

Unofficial 2024 Annual Meeting Minutes

July 3, 2024

Meeting Facilitator: Earl Rice, President
Meeting Secretary: Sophia Fleming

L.
II.
III.
Iv.

Call to Order by the President at 10:03 am MDT with prayer by Earl Rice.

Reading of the names on the registry: 38 names on the registry at 10:11 am. Board of Directors voted to accept
all the names.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes read by Sophia Fleming. m/s/c to approve the minutes as read.

Reading of Committee Reports:

a)

b)

d)

f)

g)

Daughters of the King Report — Linda Palmer, President

1. The DOK board has been meeting regularly via Zoom. They are currently supporting Josko with internet
data expense (He has been using the internet for translating study materials.); Helped with purchasing
grass seed; Kitchen shelves; and Rwanda internet expenses for translating. Zoom was used in 2023 to
broadcast the DOK annual meeting. This was greatly appreciated and will be done again this year. DOK
has continued to have articles in the ACTS, many of these have been submitted by DOK members. The
DOK will wait to see what by-law changes the board makes regarding staggering their officers before
they decide about changing the by-laws regarding the DOK.

Ministerial Council Report — Steve Boone, President

1. The Ministerial Council has had 11 board meetings. 4 new quarterlies, contributed by Shiloh Church of
God in Hyattsville, MD, were reviewed, edited, approved, and distributed. These were reviewed and
edited by the Publications Committee and approved by the Ministerial Board. A 5-quarter series on the
life of Jesus will be the next quarterly series. Tracts are also being reviewed. They also organized and
held three quarterly study sessions. During the July 4™ annual meeting, the president, vice-president, and
secretary will be elected for staggered terms and plans will be made for the upcoming year. These plans
will include additional quarterly study sessions.

License & Credential Committee Report — Jonathan Carson, Chairman

1. Met 10 times; received and recommended one new organizational affiliation application; three licensed
ministers invited to move to credentialed status. The application for affiliation for Church of God 7™ Day
in Sao Jose do Rio Preto was approved. The certificate was presented to Samuel Marques by Earl Rice.
The L&C Committee responded to numerous individual inquiries to the GC. Commenced review of
current ministerial licensing application with view to revise to better reflect GC’s fundamental beliefs,
ensure relevance, and improve due diligence. Future plans are to continue as before with vetting and
approving applications, pursuing documentation of existing affiliated churches and regional councils;
continuing with application update and other tasks as assigned.

Youth Report — Solomon Archer, Chairman

1. The past year the youth have been meeting online monthly. The youth camp was planned for the WY AM
in Cascade but was cancelled due to lack of attendance. The youth outing for this year was Tuesday, they
went to the park and to the Rollerdrome. They also had their meeting and elected their new board.

Maranatha College — Earl Rice, Chairman & Byron Sanchez, Vice-Chairman

1. Earl gave an introduction to how Maranatha College was reestablished and an overview of the plan for its
future. Byron gave a report on the committee and the viability of online teaching and the use of the
Moodle platform that the Council will be using. Sophia added details regarding Moodle and some of the
subject material that will encompass material for the foundation study on which the Ministerial Council
has been working. She also explained some of the tentative structure for student certificates and possible
pastoral mentorship. Both Byron and Sophia indicated that additional staffing and/or volunteers would be
very helpful.

Treasurer’s Report — Sophia Fleming, Treasurer

1. M/S/C to approve the financials as presented.

2. Sophia shared how some of the funding was used and the current and future funding issues.

Facility Subcommittee Report — Earl Rice, Chairman

1. Continued rental from Ambassador Bible Fellowship (ABF), Monte Sinai Centro de Restauracion, and
Iglesia La Santa Sion, as well as individual events. Major repairs have been made to the irrigation supply.
Additional upgrades have been made to the MPB and the Publishing House through a partnership with
ABF. This included ductless splits in the upstairs of the MPB and both floors of the Publishing House.
Repairs needed include: painting exterior door frames of the MPB, painting the duplex, replacing the
lawn, adding automatic door openers for MPB bathrooms; Publishing House awnings over north and
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south entrances. Hackler Productions has also been using the Tabernacle for staging sound equipment for
churches and other Christian events.

h) Headquarters Report — Sophia Fleming, Administrator
1. Fellowship of Christian Athletes has approached us for a partnership so that they can use our baseball

diamond for practice. Increased traffic on the website has produced increased international contact with
the GC. This has prompted the creating of a group of international missionaries and pastors to collaborate
and encourage one another to grow the Kingdom through evangelism and discipleship. This international
fellowship has met twice so far and additional meetings are expected. Also, there are opportunities to
continue to grow and work with The Bucket Ministry in several of the countries where we have licensed
ministers.

i) A Word from the President — Earl Rice shared a brief time of testimony and encouragement.

Motion to move Old Business to after elections and do elections prior to lunch break. m/s/c
VI. Reading of Acts 6:2-3 by The President and Election:
*Reading of new names on the registry. No new names added.

a) Board Member Elections — (3-Year Terms) — Earl Rice, President (2026); Tom Kendrick, Vice-President
(2026); Roger Boone (2026); Les DeSouza (2025); Steve Boone (2025); David DeVous (Term Expiring);
Craig Moore (Term Expiring).

1. Nominees: David Moore (22) (2027); David DeVous (24) (2027); Craig Moore (19); 1 invalid vote.
*Reading of new names on the registry. One name added. Motion to accept. m/s/c

b) Election of License & Credential Committee Members — (2-Year Terms) — Jonathan Carson, Chair (Term
Expiring); Denrick Rose (Term Expiring); Steve Boone (2025); Les DeSouza (2025); and Wes Higgins
(2025).

1. Nominees: Jonathan Carson (28) (2026); Denrick Rose (16) (2026); Craig Moore (13)
Session 2: Reconvened at 1:48 pm with opening prayer by Tom Kendrick
V. Old Business:

a) Board to check the feasibility of providing tent pads in the RV area. — Not feasible to use up RV spaces for
tent spaces. The area behind the Publishing House already has sand from the previous playground
equipment. This area would be spacious and close to power and restrooms. Possibly include raised
platforms.

VII. New Business:

a) Turn a portion of the grassy area south of the duplex into parking, leaving all trees and an area for a small
yard for the south side duplex.

1. Motion to move forward with pursuing the preliminary work on turning the grassy area south of the
duplex into additional parking. m/s/c

b) Discuss the options for creating staggered terms for the President and Vice-president of the General Council
Board of Directors.

1. Motion to not stagger the terms of the President and Vice-President. m/s/c

¢) Suggestion was made to provide minutes of the annual meeting in the May/June issue of the ACTS and have
them available at the beginning of Campmeeting so that they can be read prior to meeting instead of during
the business meeting.

d) Is it possible to get the RV spots better internet connection?

VIII.2025 Campmeeting:
a) Motion to accept June 30-July 5 as the 2025 Campmeeting dates. m/s/c
b) Motion to accept Wednesday, July 2 at 9:45 am. m/s/c
IX. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn. m/s/c. Closing prayer by Jonathan Carson at 2:25 p.m.

June—2024 Bsgli;‘:lzg :;g;nci Campmeeting Cash Flow Analysis
Previous Balance 731.52
Designated Funds Donations Received 10/2023-7/2024 8,922.75
Building Fund 717.67 717.67 |Tota| Funds Available for the 2024 Campmeeting 9,654.27
Campmeeting Fund 1,308.05| -1,973.40 Expenditures
Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00 Maintenance (Includes Janitorial Wages) 1,081.00
Missions 17,402.52 | 16,149.23 Meals (Includes Kitchen Staff Wages) 6,754.01
Park Fund 3,960.00 | 3,960.00 Misc. 808.60
Funds for Operating Expenses Program (Includes Children and Activities) 1,007.27
General Fund -3,282.84 | 3,841.20 Supplies 300.74
Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 6,307.21| 3,090.06 Estimated Utilities 750.00
Average Monthly General Operating Expenses Total Expenses 10,701.62
for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 = $10,151.04 Estimated Fund Balance after campmeeting (1,047.35)

Advocating Christ The Savior 11






Daughters of the King

2024 Daughters of the King Unofficial Annual Business Meeting

The meeting was called to order on July 5, 2024, by President Linda Palmer.

Joyce Boone led in prayer to open our 2024 annual meeting.

Linda gave a big thanks to all board members for all the work done over the last year.

Linda explained that we would not be having an election of officers. According to the General Council

constitution and by-laws, the DOK elects their officers when the GC President is elected. Sophia Fleming,

administrator of the General Council, explained in more detail how a rewrite of the by-laws could affect the DOK
elections.

¢ The financial report was passed out to all in attendance. It was MSC to accept the financial report as presented.

e Minutes from 2023 DOK annual meeting were also available for review. No corrections or additions. MSC to
approve the 2023 minutes.

e Results of the 2024 annual fundraising auction were announced. Linda thanked all who helped and participated in
making it a success.

¢ Linda introduced our guest speaker Anna Louisa Marques from Brazil.

Anna shared that she works with her husband in translating materials to Portuguese to be shared and used in
spreading the gospel. She also works with young mothers telling them how important it is to read and speak
God’s Word to the children every day, even before they are born. The Muslims read the Koran to their children
before birth and after they are born.

Anna also told us about how they use the app called WhatsApp to connect to others and pray daily for one
another. Someone is always praying every day. Pray without ceasing. The leader sets up prayer partners that last
for one full week.

She told us about their annual meeting held in December and invited everyone to the event. This event is
similar to our campmeeting.

e Rosa Ogren from South Carolina acted as an interpreter for Anna. She also shared a little about her experiences
in their group there. God is working to guide them in many ways. She reminded us of the power of prayer.

e Linda shared that we need to bind together and stand strong and continue to pray for one another.

e Others shared what the ladies in their areas were working to achieve.

e Marilyn Sheldahl shared how our ladies in the Meridian area got together to sew aprons and potholders and how
much learning and fun we had. Linda shared how they made blankets for the Youth Ranch from donated
materials: 24 quilts in total.

¢ Joyce Boone from Missouri shared how they pooled the ladies’ funds to purchase flowers for church each week
and then gave them to a family to take home.

Old Business

e DOK paid to have the kitchen deep cleaned before camp.

e Mary Ann and Joy can no longer work on by-law changes. Sophia explained that DOK still needs a wording
change to mirror the main board election regulations. Alice Day moved that we change our DOK board to match
the national board so that we can have our elections. MSC

New business

e DOK will continue to provide kitchen needs.

0 Convection oven repair
0 Salad bar containers

0 Fix wheel on rolling cart
0 More small spatulas

Waffle iron
Steamer basket
Heavy wide pan
Tomato knives

O00O0

e Motion by Alice Day that we continue to deep clean the kitchen prior to camp and a surface clean after camp.
MSC

e Discussed sponsoring youth for Youth Camp,

e Discussion from members that the Board would take these items under discussion and have meetings to
determine the best projects to undertake and sponsor. The body gave the board permission to act on these items.

o It was decided to continue the page in ACTS, the auction, and provide financial support for children’s classes.
e MSC that we adjourn.
e Becky Lincoln closed in prayer.
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.
GOD
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
E%elcj)gle capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God's Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God'’s Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God's
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God'’s family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION
God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God'’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH
God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the

relationship of individuals to God:

a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had
commemorated the Jewish Passover.

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus’s
instruction to serve each other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY

The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.
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GENERAL COUNCIL CHURCHES OF GOD,
(SEVENTH DAY), INC.

1827 W 3RD STREET

MERIDIAN ID 83646-1653

Contact us: by Mail

Phone: (208) 888-3380

Non-Profit Organization
PAID
Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org

Website: www.ACTSforGod.org

Video DVD or Audio CD
($5 each or $7 for 2 disk sets plus S&H)

Sermons from Campmeeting 2024

7/5 Aaron Henderson
7/6 Samuel Marques
7/6 Wes Higgins

7/1 Byron Sanchez
7/2 Joe Sanchez

7/3 Greg Wallace
7/4 Jonathan Carson

Classes from Campmeeting 2024

7/1 Tom Kendrick 7/2 Joe Sanchez

7/1 Roger Boone 7/2 Byron Sanchez
7/1 Joe Sanchez 7/5 Samuel Marques
7/2 Wes Higgins 7/5 Steve Boone

Our God Is Sufficient

Zephaniah 3:17

~ Aaron H

z  Samue
Greg Wallace  Wes Higgins
Audio Jonathan Carson Check out

the ACTSforGod
YouTube channel to watch

classes and sermons from
Campmeetings 2018-2024.

sermons from
past years are available
on the ACTSforGod.org
website.
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TRUTH

— MAGAZINE-

70TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

7" Day Church of God — Caldwell
Celebrates the 70th Anniversary of
The Herald of Truth!

Our special August/September 70" Anniversary
Edition features classic articles and new writings that
challenge and enrich our faith. Doctrinal, theological,
and prophetic discussions are tailored to growing
believers.

Don’t miss this opportunity to experience the rebirth
of a publication that delivered the Word to the World.

We strive to teach timeless Biblical insights and,
thought-provoking content, through mature Biblical
journalists who Herald the Truth of the 7™ Day Sabbath.

Pre-order your copy today and be part of a legacy
that spans seven decades. Contact Pastor Byron at
churchofgodapostolic@yahoo.com for more details and
to secure your edition.

IHlluminating the path of faith since 1954.


mailto:adminasst@cogpublishing.org
http://www.actsforgod.org/

