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President’s Letter
May 2024

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. | pray that all is well for everyone.

Campmeeting 2024 is fast approaching. Please come join us in Meridian, ldaho for a great
campmeeting. The Campmeeting Planning Committee has been hard at work selecting speakers, class
teachers, and activities. We are excited to see everyone.

The Christian Youth Board of Directors is working on putting together the Northwest Youth Camp and
activities during Campmeeting.

The Board of Education for Maranatha College has been hard at work to get the first course, “Biblical
Doctrines 101,” completed. If you would like to donate fund to Maranatha College or to the General
Council, you can go to our website (ACTSforGod.org) and click on the donation link. If you have course
material that could be used for the college, please let us know. You can send course information to
office@MaranathaCollege.org.

Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.”
May we all trust in the LORD in everything that we do. There are times that our finances have been pretty
low, and we were not sure about how we were going to pay all of our bills. However, the LORD has always
provided for us. Believe that all things are possible through our LORD and Savior. May you all have a very
blessed day.

Earl Rice See the Campmeeting

Board of Directors President, calendar on page 10
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) :

NOTIFICATION: There will be discussion on a Constitution and Bylaw change during the
2024 General Business meeting. The Constitution and Bylaw Committee will be presenting
wording to stagger the terms of the President and Vice-President of the Board of Directors.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Earl Rice through the Publishing
House/Headquarters.

In Loving Memory

Gone...but not forgotten.

| Darrell Allen Estep, born on November 30, 1939 in Ustick, Idaho to Arthur R. and
Mary Ruth Cory Estep, entered into rest April 11, 2024. He married Helen Jean
Ellis on May 28, 1960. They had 5 children: Dwayne Estep (Shauna), Shannon

.1 Lamber (Steve), Colleen Larson (Brian), Donn Estep (Teresa), Rachel Jones (Rich),
26 grandchildren, 19 great grandchildren with one due in August.

d Darrell was a draftsman at Boeing and the Pastor at Congregation Beth El. He was
also on the General Council Board and the Bible Sabbath Association Board. Other occupations
were College Administrator and Professor. His hobbies included sailing, woodworking and archery.
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everything was going great. Jeremiah lived in the
Kingdom of Judah after the Northern Kingdom of

# . Israel had been carried into captivity by the Assyrians.

As Jeremiah began to prophecy, Josiah, who was a
devout and good king, was reigning. He continued to

% prophecy until all of Judah was carried into captivity

' by the Babylonians. Judah followed the Lorp under

King Josiah, but that did not last long. The people of

. Israel were full of pride. The leaders were searching

only for what benefited themselves. Those less
fortunate in their country were being oppressed. In
Jeremiah 6:13, we read, “Because from the least of

L them even to the greatest of them, everyone is given to

(S covetousness; and from the prophet even to the priest,

I had a dream once in which several members
of the church were working in a large building on a
property that obviously had not been disturbed in quite
some time. We were trying to fix something in the
building. Outside the building, there were brick paths
and along the paths were trees and thick undergrowth.
The way was clear as long as you followed the brick

paths. The way was impassable through the
undergrowth. As I woke up and thought about my
dream, it reminded me of the verses Jeremiah 6:16-17
that talk about the old paths.

Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and

see, and ask for the old paths, where the good

way is, and walk in it; then you will find rest
for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk
in it.” Also, I set watchmen over you, saying,

‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they

said, ‘We will not listen.’”

These are verses I heard Frank Walker speak
on years ago and I have heard his sons, Ken and Lloyd
Walker, speak on also.

The interpretation of any dream is difficult, but
I see in the dream a reminder that in our walk of faith
we are to stay on those solid brick paths that are so
well built that they will lead us even though there is a
wilderness around us. Those brick paths are not ones
that we build; they are the paths that God has built.
When God says in Isaiah 30:21, “This is the way, walk
in it,” we must follow that path. It is important for us,
as a church and as individuals, to lay that foundation
that God has laid. Only that will stand the test of time.

As I think on that, Micah 6:8 comes to mind.
This is very familiar. It says, “He has shown you, O
man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of
you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God?” This is that brick path that God has
built that we are to follow. What does it mean to walk
humbly with our God?

Jeremiah 6 speaks to this. These prophecies
from God through Jeremiah came to the Kingdom of
Judah at a time when they were full of themselves and

everyone deals falsely.” Even the religious leaders
were dealing falsely with the people.

As it says in verse 14, they were telling the
people what they wanted to hear. “They have also
healed the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, ‘Peace,
peace!’ When there is no peace.” The leaders were
lying to the people, saying there is no need to worry
about God’s judgement. He is on our side. There is no
need to change! Things will continue as they have. We
are safe.

Jeremiah continues in verses 15 and 16,

“Were they ashamed when they had committed

abomination? No! They were not at all

ashamed; nor did they know how to blush.

Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;

at the time I punish them, they shall be cast

down,” says the LORD.

Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and

see, and ask for the old paths, where the good

way is, and walk in it; then you will find rest
for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk
init.’”

This is the word from the Lord. “Stand in the
ways and see...” This is what the people needed to
listen to. What are the old paths? What are the good
ways? It refers to an obedience that comes from
circumcised hearts and minds; an obedience to God’s
law that comes from the heart. This is the same
message God gives through Jeremiah in chapter 4:3-4.
Speaking to Jerusalem and Judah, God says to
“circumcise your hearts.” In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus
speaks of a rest for our souls.

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.”

A circumcised heart is a meek and lowly heart.
There is a rest available for that person that walks
humbly before his God.

4
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Like the Kingdom of Judah, we also are
children of Adam and prone to fall. But we are also
the chosen generation like Judah. 1 Peter 2:9-12 tells
us this. We are called to be different and to stand as
examples in this generation to those who do not
believe in God. So, we want to understand what it
means to walk on the brick paths of our lives and to be
that example. We do not want to become full of pride
and covetousness and lust that described the Kingdom
of Judah when they fell.

Obedience to the old paths means having a
heart that is pliable. It means not being stiff-necked
like Judah in the time of Jeremiah.

We live in a world that is changing at an
exponential rate. It is hard to keep up with the
technological changes in the world. Knowledge is
currently doubling every 2 years. With changes in
technology come changes in the way we hear about
things and the way news gets spread.

I was talking about this with an older neighbor
in my rural community. He said that it used to be that
when someone died in the community, the church bell
at the one church in the community would start
ringing. He said that now, when someone dies, within
two or three hours everyone has heard about it and
knows all the details.

Technology by itself is neither good nor bad. It
can be used for good or for evil. With technology
comes new abominations or gods that people can
chase. Beware of these gods. The way of the hearts of
man has not changed. We still either give praise to
God for our existence, or we give praise to ourselves
and our country and our technology for our existence.
We still are either serving ourselves, or we are serving
our Heavenly Father. We either trust God for our
future, or we believe that when we die that is the end.
How about you? In your heart of hearts, what do you
believe?

Saturday is our day of worship. That makes us
different from most churches. That is one of the old
paths of obedience that we follow. I believe that the
Bible calls us to observe a seventh day Sabbath. And I
see the history of the first Christian churches
confirming that. In view of Micah 6, I challenge us to
be different from other Sabbath churches by saying
that, “YES, we are obedient to the command to
observe the Sabbath, but also that is not the heart of
our walk with God. At the heart is the command to
love our neighbor and to love God. At the heart is the
command to have charity. At the heart is the command
to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with
our God.”

This act of obedience does not take away from
or change in any way our obedience to the
commandments. Instead, it teaches us to expand or

further describe God’s commandments. If we want to
learn about obedience to God, let’s get down into the
trenches of self-sacrifice. Instead of working for the
toys that the world seeks after, look around us and
help those who are hurting.

Jesus said go and learn what this means,
“‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come
to call the righteous, but  sinners, to
repentance” (Matthew 9:13). We are called to reach
out to those who do not know God and who do not
know Jesus as their savior. People are hurting. They
are in need of a Savior. A Savior that knows them and
understands them. They are suffering from broken
relationships. It is not easy for those suffering to talk
about their failures, especially when we are coming
across as Mr. or Mrs. Perfect. The challenge that we
have is to lay down our selves.

Our obedience to God is more important than
looking good to those around us. Obedience to God is
more important than giving. 1 Corinthians 13 says that
even giving all our possessions away is nothing if we
don’t have charity.

Still today, in our human attempts to look good
in serving God, there is the temptation to perform
certain religious duties rather than to truly obey God.
Even good activities, such as giving money to charity,
attending church services, or praying in public, are not
as important to God as obeying His commands.

In summary, walking humbly with our God
means obedience. It means staying on the old path;
those brick paths through the wilderness of our lives.
Walking humbly with our God means finding rest for
our soul and taking on the yoke that is easy and the
burden that is light. Walking humbly with our God
means listening to the shepherds God has sent and
being part of a community of believers, no matter how
broken we think they might be. A log that rolls out of
the fire soon dies out. We need each other. Walking
humbly with our God means trusting in Him and not
in ourselves for our salvation. It is recognizing that
God is the center. It is constantly remembering that He
is our Heavenly Father who knew us before we were
even born. It is knowing that Jesus Christ, His only
begotten son, is our savior.

Finally, it means seeking repentance for our
sins on a regular basis. It is examining our hearts and
asking for God’s help to show us our secret sins so
that we have circumcised hearts. That is the challenge
that I leave us with today. Will you ask God to help
you search your heart and show you the closets that
you have kept closed that are full of all kinds of ugly
things. As those closets are exposed, in prayer, seek
His forgiveness. He is a forgiving and loving
Heavenly Father.

LR
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Daughters of the King

Greetings, [ pray God’s richest blessings to all.
Campmeeting is rapidly approaching. I wanted to provide a schedule update. As always, I would love to see
you all in person for the following events, but as that is not always possible, we have planned to make the
annual Daughters of the King meeting available with a ZOOM meeting connection.

DOK business meeting - Thursday at 1:15

Join the Zoom meeting using this link: https://www.actsforgod.org/dok-annual-business-meeting/
Because the 4™ of July falls on Thursday this year, we will hold our annual fundraising auction on Wednesday,
directly after services.
As always, we welcome all donations, handmade items, crafts, and items to be sold in our booth or auction.
Blessings, Linda (President of the DOK)

Meridian Church of God Sonshine Club — Ten ladies met at Marilyn's home for a night of sewing and fun. At our Sonshine Club
meeting, we decided to make aprons to donate for the booth at Campmeeting. (See pictures below.)

[ =
iy
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Campmeeting has always been a big deal for my family. Every
year the anticipation and work would rise as Campmeeting got
closer. We would run around setting up kid’s classes; doing
everything we could dream up to make the church and learning about
God exciting to these kids. Since we lived close to the campgrounds,
we would help set up the Daughters of the King booth. While my
two younger children were running around and helping wherever
they could, my oldest daughter and I would be setting out all the
goodies for people to buy throughout the week.

One thing we got to be a part of was bringing back the auction of the

— amazing handmade and
bigger items that were
donated throughout the year to
the Daughters of the King.
With my kids showing people
the items and my husband and
I watching for bids, we all got
to enjoy the fun that came
from being a part of these
events. Being a member of the
Daughters of the King board
has broadened my love for
ministry through simple things
such as selling dish scrubbies or helping make
treats for kids.

Why am I writing all of this? For two reasons,
the first one being to share my experience with
the DOK and how much joy it has brought to
my life and my family. The second one is to
ask all you ladies to help us keep this joy
going. With Campmeeting quickly
approaching, we are still looking for
homemade items to sell at both the booth and
during our auction. It is so great to use
something throughout the year, knowing that a
friend from Campmeeting put a lot of effort
into making something beautiful and useful. They are a great way to
support the General Council and raise money for the projects such as
Campmeeting and VBS. Also, if you would like to help plan these events
and be a big part of the mission of the Daughters of the King, please pray
about being on the Daughters of the King board!

Melanie (Vice-president of the DOK)

Advocating Christ The Savior 7
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Kindness Flowers

Mary Jane’s happy face was quite sober as
she walked home after school.

“I’m going to do it,” she said to Sara, who
was walking with her.

“Do what?”

“What Miss Lee talked about after we sang
our good-night song. ‘We should be like
gardens, bright and sweet with flowers’ you
know. And Miss Lee said each one of us could
be like that if we tried, and that courtesy and
thoughtfulness flowers are the best of all. She
said they were the kinds of flowers that Sunshine
boys and girls should have in their gardens.”

“I shall try it, too,” Sara declared, “though I
suppose I’ll have to mind the baby when I'd
rather play. It would not be courteous if I were
cross about it, would it, Mary Jane?”

“No,” Mary Jane answered honestly.

“Anyway, I am going to try,” and Sara
skipped up the walk to her home.

When Mary Jane reached home, she closed
the door quietly instead of banging it. “Grandma
may be sleeping,” she whispered to herself. Then
she hung her cap on its proper hook and peeped
into grandmother’s sunny room.

“Come in, dear,” Grandma called from her
big chair by the window.

“Oh, Grandma, I thought you were asleep.
I’1l get you a fresh drink.”

Mary Jane was gone so long that
Grandmother was sure she had forgotten all
about her glass of water. That often happened,
but she had not forgotten this time.

“Here is a fresh drink,” she said as she came
in; “And guess what I have under this napkin!”

“I cannot possibly guess!”

Mary Jane whisked the napkin from the low
bowl and set it in the window where
Grandmother could see it often.

“What lovely pansies! It is very thoughtful of
you to bring them to me,” and Grandmother,
who was lame and could not walk much, smiled
at Mary Jane.

Somehow, that smile made Mary Jane think
of the unkind words she had said only yesterday
to the best grandmother in the wide world.

“I am sorry I was cross when you asked me
to read last night,” she whispered. “May I read
now, about Ruth?”

“That is the story I like best, and you may
read it.”

So, Mary Jane read the beautiful story with
Grandmother to help her with the long, hard
words.

“My,” she thought when she went out on the
porch to play with her dolls, “It is so much nicer
being kind. I am going to make Grandma smile
like that every day, and I shall tell Sara when we
go to school in the morning how nice it is and
ask her if she tried it.”

Inez Brasier

Spread
kindness
like wildflowers.

May/June
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In God There Is Real Refuge and Safety
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 2:10-22
Memory Verse: Psalm 91:1

We all know in these last years that man's increase of knowledge has helped him to
learn many things which he is delighted to call progress. New ways have been found
to make his work easier. Means of transportation have changed. The means of
communication are far better than they were 10 years ago, and through air waves we
can receive news on the spot from anywhere in the world, not to mention reports or
news from outer space.

Now if all increases of knowledge have been to help man lessen the burdens of the
past and to be used as a convenience for mankind, why isn't the world a better place
in which to live?

Evil influences have succeeded in using man's advanced knowledge to spread
crime, which has made a rapid use of increased knowledge. The increase of
knowledge has not lessened the dangers of accidents and carelessness, nor has it
placed a higher value on human life.

Strife among nations increases with the advancement of knowledge. Changes in
the types of warfare have shown no regard to human lives. There is no portion of the
earth free from the threat of destruction.

At present, man is seeking security and safety from what he sees coming. The sad
part is, he's seeking man-made ways of security and safety, disregarding what is
written in the Bible.

Man's advanced knowledge, his wealth, his vast achievements, his self-made plans
of security and safety will fail. When God rises to shake terribly the earth it will be
too late. Man will see how foolish all his work has been.

1. How many instances can you give in which God helped His people when it
seemed they were doomed? Noah, the city of Nineveh, Sodom and Gomorrah,
Lot and his family—how about us?

2. Why has the increase of knowledge failed to turn many to righteousness? Daniel
12:4; Psalm 94:11; Isaiah 5:20-24; Genesis 6:5.

3. What is to come, and when? Daniel 12:1; Isaiah 13:9-11 (Who are meant by
"Thy people"?)

4. Is this to come? The cause of the earth to shake? Joel 3:16.
5. Is this also the same as found in Isaiah? Isaiah 13:13.

6. Is man's great increase in knowledge and security and safety going to help him
when the Lord comes? Isaiah 2:19, 21.

7. And what about his self-made plans of security? Isaiah 2:18, 20.
8. What does the Lord tell us, His people, about our security? Psalm 91:4-8.

9. What is God's promise of safety and security to us? Psalm 91:9-12. Page 8

Prayer

Scripture Reading: Psalms 86
Memory Verse: John 15:7

We must have the Lord in our life daily. While we have the breath of life in us,
we must do the will of the Lord every day and obey His commandments. We should
have daily a personal conversation with God.

Prayer is the answer to all our problems. If we wait on the Lord, He will give us
the answer; He will solve the problem; He will send down a blessing, and He will
take care of you. Prayer is the answer, because Christ is the answer. Believing in God
and believing in prayer opens locked doors, removes stumbling blocks and tears
down trials, because it enables Christ to perform His glorious works. Your prayers
and my prayers will provide a relationship between us and God through Jesus Christ.
I used to think when you prayed that it had to be long and creative, but now I know
it's here in my heart. It's not the volume, the quality of words, the time or place. It's
my relationship with God through Jesus. This is where the results we obtain get
started.

1. Was prayer an important part in the life of Jesus? Matthew 14:23; Mark 1:35;
Luke 6:12.

2. How important is prayer in our life? 1 Timothy 2:8; Romans 12:12.

3. How consistent should we be in our prayers? 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Daniel 6:10;
Luke 18:1-8.

4. Does the Lord appreciate the prayers of His people? Proverbs 15:8, 29; 1 Peter
3:12; Matthew 6:5-6; Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4.

5. For whom should we pray? 1 Timothy 2:1; Matthew 5:43-44; James 5:16.

6. Why are our prayers important in facing problems? Mark 9:25-29; Acts 12:5-12;
Acts 16:19-26.

7. Can our prayers for others who are separated from us by distance be effective?
2 Corinthians 1:11; Colossians 4:12; Philemon 22.

8. How will a close relationship with God produce confidence in our prayer
requests? John 11:41-44; 1 Kings 18:36-39.

9. Is there any limit to God's power on our behalf when we are in His will? John
15:7.

Page 1
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Who Is That Staring at Mirror?

Scripture Reading: Romans 6:1-23
Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Have you ever looked in a mirror and asked yourself, "Is this really me?" Just as
with our faults, we do not see ourselves unless we are told, or look in a mirror. A big
problem in churches today is that people are looking too much in a glass mirror, but
not in their spiritual mirror—the Bible. In many cases when people do examine
themselves they may see that their old nature is trying to take a hold of their life. We
constantly battle with ourselves. Satan always seems to use our old man to make us
fall. The question is: Are we letting our old man in again, or is he still buried in that
watery grave? We cannot walk this straight and narrow path with our old man or any
worldly possession with us. The path is too narrow. We cannot let him in every other
day and send him away again. One may go back into that watery grave and not come
back. In these last days how do you want the Lord to find you?

1. If we do not look into this mirror every day what could we be like? Isaiah 5:1-7
(In other words let's do like we do with our garden— keep the weeds out.)

2. How can we tell if our old nature is entering into us? Matthew 7:20;
2 Corinthians 13:5.

3. What are the fruits of self? Galatians 5:19-21.

4. What are the fruits of the Spirit? Galatians 5:22, 24.

5. How is our conversion likened to unleavened bread? 1 Corinthians 5:6, 8.

6. What should have happened at the time of our conversion? Romans 6:4-6; Mark
8:34 (Our will has to break.)

7. Ifit hasn't happened yet what must we do? Ephesians 4:19-24; Hebrews 10:7, 9.

8. Is there a danger of the old man being resurrected from the watery grave? 2 Peter

2:19-22.

9. Just as those who sometimes revert to the old man what does the Lord say about
this occurrence? Hebrews 10:38-39; Matthew 12:43-45.

Note: Before we can say like Paul said in Philippians 3:14, what must we do?
Philippians 3:13.

Page 6

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

An Example Through Christ

Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:1-11
Memory Verse: 1 Peter 2:21-24

The books Matthew through John show us how Jesus lived His life and how we
should follow in His footsteps. No matter how hard things got He continued to go
onward. Could there be little things in our own lives that would keep us from being
examples to others? By our actions we can't save anyone. But how about our
lifestyles? How many people say, well he or she is doing this or that, why can't I?
Let us search the scriptures to see how the Lord would like us all to be living
examples to ourselves and to others.

Note: Actually when Satan tempted and tried Jesus in the wilderness, Jesus began
to show us right there by His example. The result was that He overcame Satan.

1. How can we in our everyday lives be an example to others? Psalms 50:23;
1 Timothy 4:12; 2 Peter 3:11.

Do we set an example by. . .

2. ... where we go? John 12:35.

3. ... what we do? | Peter 4:2-4.

4. .. what we wear? 1 Timothy 2:9-10; 1 Peter 3:3.
5.

What can happen if we don't watch where we go or what we do? Romans
14:16-19.

6. What would happen to a messenger of God's if he caused others to stumble?
Malachi 2:1-10.

7. How can we show our love for our brothers and sisters? Romans 14:13, 21-22;
1 John 2:10.

Note: Always remember what may be sweet to you may be sour to someone else.
8. How was Paul an example? 2 Corinthians 11:20-33.

9. How about Stephen? Acts 7:54-60.

Note: How much more of a true example can we be?

10. How can we be examples through adversity? Philippians 2:14; Jude 1:20-25.

11. When going places and doing different things what should we watch out for?
Matthew 24:46-51.

Note: Maybe if we would think more on helping our brothers and sisters in need
we wouldn't have the time to murmur and feel sorry about the things that have
befallen us. By our example we could possibly give them the uplifting they need to
keep them going onward.

Page 3
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In the story Mary Jane gave her grandma some pansies. More importantly, she was kind to her grandma and
brought her joy. For every pansy in the bouquet below, write a name of someone you can be kind to and how
you will do 1it.

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32

aWawy &

)
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ak !A‘* AR
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“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 7:12

Advocating Christ The Savior 9
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Meet Our Campmeeting Speakers

Jonathan Carson—Pastor Jon, as
he is affectionately called, was
installed in May of 2008 as the
senior pastor of Shiloh Church
of God 7™ Day — Hyattsville,
Maryland. He is a Credentialed
Licensed Minister with the
General Council and is
Chairman of the Licensing and

Credentials Committee. Jonathan and his wife
Marjorie live in Mitchellville, Maryland and have

two grown children.

Aaron Henderson—Aaron was
raised in the Church of God
Seventh Day. The Lord called
him to full-time ministry in 2010
and he graduated from
LifeSpring School of Ministry in
2011. He served as youth/pastor
at Marion Church of God
Seventh Day from 2010-2017.
He is currently focused on
evangelism.

Wesley Higgins—Wes is a
native of Idaho. Wes is
currently serving as pastor of
the Celebration Church of God,
in Ontario, Oregon. He is also
on the Ministerial Council
Board of Directors for the
General Council, serving as
Secretary, and is also serving
on the Licensing and
Credentials Committee and the
Publications Committee.

Samuel Marques—Pastor of the
Seventh-Day Church of God in
Brazil. He is a university
professor and pastor of a local
church. He received his license
from the General Council in
2022. He has been marrid to
Ana Lucia for 28 years and they
have three boys.

Byron Lee Sanchez—Byron has
been a member of the Sabbath-
keeping Churches of God his
entire life. He began his ministry
in 2014 with prison ministry. He
is currently pastor of the 7th
Day Church of God Apostolic in
Caldwell, Idaho and is an
associate  pastor at  the
Celebration Church of God in
Ontario, Oregon under Wes
Higgins. He is currently the Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Education for Maranatha College and
serves on the Publications Committee.

A. Joseph Sanchez—Brother Joe
is a husband and father of five
who lives in Huntsville Texas.
He teaches highly sarcastic
biblical apologetics on his
YouTube channel “My Hebrew
Roots”. He graduated from
seminary school in Big Sandy
Texas and is a building
contractor.

Northwest Youth Camp

June 26-30, 2024

Theme: “The Body of Christ—
Why Spending Time with Other Believers Is Important”

Location: YWAM Camp
2736 Warm Lake Rd
Cascade, ID 83611

For more information email
TheChristianYouth@ACT SforGod.org.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Headquarters Happenings
Mar-Apr 2024

Warmest of greetings to you!

My how quickly this year is going by! It feels like Campmeeting will be here in a blink of an eye! We are so
excited about our speakers and teachers; we pray you will be able to join us! We still have paid positions and
volunteer opportunities available, so if you’d like to take advantage of one of these opportunities to serve, please let
us know!

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

We are still working on many projects here—from editing quarterlies to uploading Maranatha College course
study material, there’s never a dull moment here at the Headquarters. Not to be overlooked is all of the great work
Noel and Randy have been doing to keep our grounds looking sharp! We ask for your prayers in this regard, as we
will need to make some major repairs to adequately irrigate our grounds.

The April Ministerial Council Quarterly Forum is now online. If you missed the April 14th forum on the “State
of the Dead”, I strongly encourage you to watch the video of the Zoom meeting. You can access the video either on
our YouTube channel, ACTSForGod - Gen. Council Churches of God, 7th Day, or from our ACTforGod.org

website under the Biblical Resources tab—just look for Beginni Endi

the Ministerial Quarterly Forums link. Mar -2024 Begllnnlng BnI Ing
We held our second meeting April 7th to work on . aance aance

organizing a ministry team centered around international | Designated Funds

missions and discipleship. Please continue to pray over Building Fund 717.67 717.67

this exciting opportunity to support each other as Campmeeting Fund 931.52 1308.05

volunteers from @fferent countries and all walks pf life Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00

work together to join the Lord in seeking and saving the —

lost and helping fellow believers grow in their Missions 14,346.88  |17402.52

understanding of the Lord and His Word. Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00
As you read these words, I’d like to ask you to take a | Funds for Operating Expenses

moment and send up an interceding prayer on behalf of General Fund 3769.20 -3282.84

the General Council officers, committee members, and Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 5,368.76 6307 21

Staff, as we all seek His will to do His work. Thank you

and may the Lord abundantly bless each of you! f Average Monthly General Operating Expenses

for Fiscal Year 2022/2023 = $10,150.00

crict ""O0ETAO0
—AAGETC %IAAJETTO4
7 MATROAAUA 01U
General Council Board: (3-Year Term)

Name: Year Term Expires:
Earl Rice (President) 2026
Tom Kendrick (Vice-President) 2026
Roger Boone 2026
Steve Boone 2025
Les DeSouza 2025
Craig Moore 2024
David DeVous 2024

License and Credentialing: (2-Year Term)

crict —ETEOOAQEAT #TOTAE
%IAAETTO4
AEQ00AAUN *O1U T
Staggering Terms for 2024 Officer Elections

Position: Year New Term Expires:
President 3-Year Term 2027
Vice-President __ 2-Year Term 2026
Secretary 1-Year Term 2025

Ministerial Council Board: (3-Year Term)
Name: Year Term Expires:
Steve Boone (President) 2024

Note: Steve Boone is not eligible for

Name: Year Term Expires: . ) >
Jonathan Carson (Chairman) 2024 rc'e-elec'tlon to t.h's position.
Denrick Rose 2024 Tom Kc.end.nck (Vice-President) 2024
Steve Boone 2025 Wes Higgins (Secretary) 2024
Les DeSouza 2025 Rodney Boone 2025
Wes Higgins 2025 Les DeSouza 2025
12 May/June 2024 ACTS




"Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call
upon His name; Make known
His deeds among the people!”

Psalm 105:1

We pray vou are blessed by this testimony!

WHY DOES LIFE LOOK MEANINGLESS TO OTHERS?

There could be different answers on this topic
depending on every life circumstance that people go
through. For a long time, I have been wondering why
some people are living like they don’t care or value
their lives! I met some people in the slums of Kenya
with whom [ shared how their lives can change.
When they heard the message for the first time, they
were like: “That i1s not possible! How can I survive if
I don’t snatch or steal?” There are many different
other stories. Of a number of case

by Brother Josko Kibet, Kenya, East Africa

When we allow circumstances to put us in a state
of hopelessness, life loses its meaning and we will
find ourselves doing crazy, things and sometimes we
are like “out of our mind.” This is because we are
fixed in our minds to think that there are no
possibilities to change for the better. So, we end up
living a “don’t care life.” But the word of God in
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me”, is a clear message that if we

studies, I would like to share one story:
that of Maurine who lives in the Kibera
slums in Nairobi, Kenya.

It was 9:00 a.m., but by the look on
her face, you could tell that something
was wrong. | thought perhaps she was
addicted to alcohol—and actually she
admitted that she had been living day-in
and day-out drinking alcohol, not
because she was addicted ,but because
she felt there was nothing good in life.
She looked disturbed, walking almost barefoot in the
streets of Kibera. I knew there must be something
leading her to behave that way. She had been going
through bitterness and frustration. Being rejected by
her family members; her mother, brothers, and sisters
had made her life terrible. It is against the culture of
many African communities for a woman to be an
alcoholic and she is considered a totally failed woman
and consequently rejected by the community. She was
feeling totally rejected and had no hope of a better
tomorrow. She was living alone in a small room.
Nobody had ever given her hope of a better
tomorrow.

It is all about the lack of hope. I liked the
definition of hope I found through a Google search.
“Hope is the power to believe that anything is
possible — a fresh start, a second chance, or to
wish upon a miracle. With hope there is that

are in Christ anything is possible through
Him. When you think it cannot happen,
when you think it is impossible, have
hope in Jesus Christ. It begins with
accepting him as Lord and Savior.

After being inspired by the story of the
Samaritan woman at the well with Jesus
(John 4:5-30), we shared the gospel with
sister Maurine. Maurine was very much
willing to listen to us since we showed
that we cared about her—especially
when we introduced the message of love
and hope in Jesus Christ. After we shared the word of
God, we asked her whether she would like to
surrender her life to Jesus Christ and we witnessed
her turning point as she accepted Jesus Christ with
tears rolling down her cheeks with full hope that
something new was going to happen and that she
promised to change her way of living.

In conclusion, for life to be meaningful to others,
let’s give them a listening ear. Let’s talk to people and
give solutions to the problems they believe can’t be
solved. The best way we can do that is to lead them to
have hope through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior. He has given us hope in life by forgiving all
our sins and so we should also live a life of forgiving
others and remove bitterness in our hearts and allow
the Lord Almighty to change us.

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, that you may abound in

window of opportunity or new light for hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”
reassurance that the possibilities are endless and (Romans 15:13).

as long as you believe, anything can happen!” TOR

Advocating Christ The Savior 13




From the West Meadow

We often hear that we are to come worship at the
foot of the cross. It got me to wondering: After the
resurrection, how many times did the disciples go to
worship at the foot of the cross? In fact, how many
times do we see the disciples going to the tomb after
the first day? When Jesus Christ ascended into the
heavens, as recorded in Acts 1, the disciples were told
not to stand around gazing into what was past, but to
look to the future return of Jesus. See Acts 1:9-11.

So where did the disciples go to worship? At that
time, the Temple was the center of Godly worship,
and the new church continued to view it as such,
continuing “daily with one accord in the
temple” (Acts 2:46). “And daily in the temple, and in
every house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:42). It was
while entering the temple that Peter and John
performed the first recorded healing after the
Resurrection (Acts 3:1-10). Acts 22:17 records Paul
having an inspired vision while praying at the temple.
After Paul’s conversion, he joined the others in a
purification ceremony so that he could enter the
temple and help them complete their temple vows
(Acts 21). It was only after the temple was destroyed
in 20 A.D., which resulted in the scattering of the
church, that the followers of Jesus stopped traveling
there as a place of worship.

The temple is no longer there. The cross, a
symbol of death and destruction, no longer exists.
The tomb exists in obscurity. So where are Christians
called to worship? “God is spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John
4:24). Christ tells us to “worship the Lord your God,

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

and Him only” (Matthew 4:10). While the temple
was standing, it was through the priests that the
worship of God was facilitated. That all changed after
the Christ’s resurrection and ascension to become our
High Priest. “Seeing then that we have a great High
Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession” (Hebrews
4:14). We can “therefore come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). Hebrews 11:6
tells us that “without faith it is impossible to please
Him [God], for he who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.”

We don’t go to the foot of the cross or the door of
the tomb or the destroyed temple. We can go to the
very “throme of grace”, “having boldness to enter the
Holiest by the blood of Jesus...through the veil, that
is, His flesh,...[we can] draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith” (Hebrews 10:16, 19-22). In
the spirit of worship, made possible through the blood
of Christ, through the office of our living High Priest,
we can with boldness enter into the very throne room
of God our Father, with Jesus Christ sitting at His
right hand, making intercession for us. See Hebrews
7:25.

“Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am
He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore. Amen” (Revelation 1:17-18). Get down
on your knees and worship the living God.

FOR

Midwest Youth Camp
When: July 18-21, 2024
Where: White Oak Christian Camp 1n Moberly, MO

Theme: Prayer
Who: Youth aged 13-30

For more information email mycboard@gmail.com or visit https://marcelinechurchofgodseventhday.org/.
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.
GOD
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
E%elcj)gle capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God's Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God'’s Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MANiS CONDITION
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God's
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MANiS SALVATION
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God'’s family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION
God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God'’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH
God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other

people. The church is the primary community designed by God

outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow

Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish

God's work. Individual church communities are human

organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the

local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH
Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the
relationship of individuals to God:

a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had
commemorated the Jewish Passover.

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus’s
instruction to serve each other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING
Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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GENERAL COUNCIL CHURCHES OF GOD,
(SEVENTH DAY), INC.

1827 W 3RD STREET

MERIDIAN ID 83646-1653

Contact us: by Mail Phone: (208) 888-3380 E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org

"The LORD your God in your midst,
The Mighty One, will save;
He will rejoice over you with gladness,
He will quiet you with His Im
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Campmeeting July 1-6, 2024
Please pray for the planning of this event. If you are feeling
led to volunteer or teach, please contact our office!

Mark your calendars! We hope to see you here. |
***See the calendar on page 10***
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