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Greetings from the Ministerial Council in the 
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! It has 
been a busy last two months. First, I will give a 
shout-out to our sister organization, the Seventh-day 
Church of God in Brazil, for a successful first 
General meeting that was held in late December. 
Congratulations and well done! I appreciated the 
report by Pastor Samuel Marques that was shared in 
the January-February edition of the ACTS 
magazine.  

On January 12-14, the mid-year Ministerial 
Council study session was held in Meridian, Idaho. 
This was a hybrid session with meetings held both 
in person and remotely. The session topic was “How 
do church leaders address changing social trends?” 
On behalf of the Ministerial Council, a big thank 
you goes to the leaders and members of the 
Meridian Church of God 7th Day for hosting the in-
person portion of the event. We also extend a huge 
thank you to each of the speakers, panel members, 
and moderators who led the sessions. These sessions 
were all recorded and are being made available on 
the ACTSforGod.org website. If you missed the 
sessions, I invite you to check them out!  

There were many good ideas presented during 
the sessions. The current state of the church and the 
Christian faith was described. The problems and 
challenges were laid out. Solutions were offered. As 
I review my notes of the sermons and panel 
discussions, there was such a large amount of 
material presented that I find it difficult to 
summarize. We heard about syncretism, quarter-life-
crises, gimmicky evangelism, the prosperity gospel, 
social exclusion, relativism, and the culture warrior 
trap. We heard about the culture hostile to our faith 
and about the continuing impact of COVID on 
churches. We talked about the increasing lack of 
trust in the veracity of the Bible, how marriage vows 
are no longer seen as important, about the lack of 
church discipline, of the lack of interest in hearing 
doctrine and other issues.  

With all these challenges, we were reminded that 
God is still on the throne. The church has survived 
through the challenges of the ages not because of 
our efforts, but because our Heavenly Father’s will 
is for the church to survive and thrive. The church 
will continue despite the enemy’s efforts. We 
acknowledge that we are living in a world hostile to 
God. Satan has been defeated, but not removed. One 
speaker pointed out that although there are 2 billion 
people who claim to be Christian in the world today, 
many of them are Christian in name only. Many 
Christians do not hold to a Christian worldview. 

And yet, we were reminded that God is still in 
control. It only takes 2% of the population to change 
the direction of a country. It begins with us in our 
communities. As you might tell by how I’m going 
on and on about the ideas presented, I enjoyed the 
entire weekend! It was a very relevant topic and 
each of the sessions were well presented. I was 
blessed by the meetings.  

My prayer is that the ideas and discussion will 
bear fruit and assist our churches in the challenges 
we face from the culture. We are living in a time of 
change and revival. We have a legacy as Christians 
and as members of the Church of God (Seventh 
Day). God is still on the throne and His plan will be 
carried out. We are God’s representatives in this 
generation to carry on the Gospel, the Good News. I 
want to be part of God’s plan and to be a member of 
that true church body that thrives in the face of the 
challenges. Our successful involvement will take 
place, not by our own efforts, but because God is 
still in control, guiding and directing the church 
through His Spirit that lives within each of us.   

The next study session for the Ministerial 
Council is being planned. It is scheduled for Sunday 
morning at 9 a.m. MDT, April 14, which is a week 
before the Lord’s Supper. The topic will be “What 
Happens After Death?” We will cover topics related 
to the state of the dead and the immortality of the 
soul. We hope you will plan to join us for that 
session. Please stay tuned for more details on our 
website. 

One final topic before I close. The Ministerial 
Council Board is composed of five members; 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and two 
associate members. During the upcoming General 
Ministerial Council session on July 4, elections will 
be held for the President, Vice President, and 
Secretary. If you are a credentialed licensed 
minister, you are eligible to serve. Please prayerfully 
consider participating in that election and please 
consider serving as a member of the board. My term 
as President will be ending, as I have served the 
maximum of 2 consecutive terms as President. It has 
been a pleasure to serve, but it is time for someone 
else to take on this responsibility. 

In all things, may our Heavenly Father be 
praised through our efforts! May God bless and keep 
each one. 
 
Steve Boone 
Ministerial Council President,  
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) 

Ministerial Council Letter 
March 2024 
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Embracing Change:  
The Transformative Journey of  a Child of  God 

By Denrick and Althea Rose (Toronto Canada 7th Day) 

Change is an inherent part of life, yet it is often met 
with resistance. As creatures of habit, we sometimes 
find comfort in familiarity, irrespective of whether it 
truly serves our well-being. However, as someone 
who has walked with the Lord for over three decades, 
I can testify to the spiritually rewarding transfor-
mation that comes from embracing change as a child 
of God.  

Being born again is the 
ultimate metamorpho-
sis, a radical change, 
not just of mind, but of 
heart and spirit. My 
wife Althea and I have 
experienced this 
change, and it has been 
the most defining 
decision of our lives. 
As the scripture  
in 1 John 3:14-16 
identifies, there is a 
transition from death to 
life that is marked by 
love for our brethren. 
This love is the litmus 
test of our transfor-
mation, the undeniable 
proof that we are 
indeed new creations.  

Throughout these years, 
our faith has brought us into communion with an 
extraordinary community—like-minded, faithful 
companions on the journey of transformation. 
Sharing, growing, and worshiping together, we’ve 
discovered the importance of fellowship and the 
support it provides as we pursue God’s will.  

The Word of God, especially as articulated in 
Romans 12:1-2, has been a guiding light, urging us to 
resist the pull of this world and instead offer 
ourselves as living sacrifices to the One who called us 
out of darkness. This act is not burdensome but our 
“reasonable service”—a service that is rational and 
fulfilling when we consider the mercies of God.  

In this process of continual renewal, change is not the 
enemy but the vehicle through which we can 

experience the fullness of God’s will. Renewing our 
minds is not a one-time event but a daily endeavor, 
soberly reminding us that the path of discipleship is a 
path of consistent personal reformation.  

The rewards of this change are manifold. Peace 
replaces turmoil, purpose usurps aimlessness, and joy 
conquers despair. No longer conforming to our old 

ways, we learn to align 
our desires with those 
of the Heavenly Father. 
As we are transformed, 
our perspectives shift, 
and we begin to discern 
the good, acceptable, 
and perfect will of God. 
This discernment 
brings clarity to our 
mission on earth as we 
ardently partake in 
God’s redemptive plan.  

In conclusion, the 
journey of change that 
Althea and I have 
embarked upon as 
children of God has 
proven to be unequivo-
cally rewarding. Not 
only has it enriched our 
personal lives and 
fortified our marriage, 

but it has also allowed us to forge enduring connec-
tions with individuals who share our commitment to 
faith. The decision to change, to align our lives with 
the will of God, has been the catalyst for a more 
profound understanding of His grace, a deeper 
experience of His love, and a greater zeal for His 
service. As we look back over the tapestry of the past 
thirty years, it becomes overwhelmingly clear that 
change, as ordained by God, is indeed a fertile ground 
for spiritual growth and an enduring source of 
heavenly reward. Thus, let us all dare to embrace the 
changes God prompts in our lives, knowing that in 
His wise and loving hands, we are remade into 
vessels fit for His divine purposes.  

 
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When we read Romans 10:9, modern Christians 
tend to think of confessing Jesus as Lord as a saying 
people repeat to reflect their initial or ongoing faith in 
Jesus. While this is certainly true, this verse had a much 
deeper meaning for early Christians.   

Roman emperors were at times addressed using the 
title of lord. This greatly increased during the reign of 
Nero, especially in the eastern part of the Mediterranean 
where most of Paul’s missionary activity occurred. 
Sometimes people were required to confess that Caesar 
is their Lord!   

The alternative could be imprisonment, punishment, 
and/or death. Josephus records an event from about 70 
AD where some Jewish people died simply for refusing 
to call Caesar Lord. We have a quote below:  

Moreover, it came to pass that many Jews were 
slain at Alexandria in Egypt after this…For though 
all sorts of torture and ill-treatment of their bodies 
were devised, they could not get any of them to 
confess or be willing to say that the emperor was 
their lord, though that was all that was required of 
them, but they maintained their own opinion in 
spite of all the distress they were brought to, as if 
they received these torments and fire itself with 
bodies insensible of pain, and with a soul that all 
but rejoiced under them. But what was most of all 
astonishing to the spectators was the courage of 
the children; for not one of these children was so 
far overcome as to call the emperor lord. (Jewish 
Wars, 7.10.1)  

While Jewish people were punished for not 
confessing Caesar as Lord, so were early Christians. 
Polycarp, a disciple of the Apostle John, is one example 
from early Christian history who suffered in this 
manner. He was martyred around 155-157 AD during 

the reign of the Emperor Antoninus. Papyri and Ostraca 
from that time show that he was called lord by people 
(P. Oxy. 4.724; Theban Ostraca, p 163). A brief 
account of Polycarp’s death is given below: 

…the day being that of the great Sabbath. And the 
Irenarch Herod, accompanied by his father Nicetes 
(both riding in a chariot), met him, and taking him 
up into the chariot, they seated themselves beside 
him, and tried to persuade him, saying, “What 
harm is there in saying, Lord Caesar, and in 
sacrificing, with the other ceremonies observed on 
such occasions, and so make sure of safety?”...But 
he [Polycarp] at first gave them no answer; and 
when they continued to urge him, he said, “I shall 
not do as you advise me.”…  

…Then the proconsul urging him, and saying, 
“Swear, and I will set thee at liberty, reproach 
Christ.” Polycarp declared: “Eighty and six years 
have I served Him, and He never did me any 
injury; how then can I blaspheme my King and my 
Savior?”…  
…The proconsul then said to him: “I have wild 
beasts at hand; to these will I cast thee, except you 
repent.” But he [Polycarp] answered: “Call them 
then, for we are not accustomed to repent of what 
is good in order to adopt that which is evil; and it 
is well for me to be changed from what is evil to 
what is righteous.” But again the proconsul said to 
him: “I will cause you to be consumed by fire, 
since you despise the wild beasts, if you will not 
repent.” But Polycarp said: “You threaten me with 
fire which burns for an hour, and after a little is 
extinguished, but are ignorant of the fire of the 
coming judgment and of eternal punishment, 
reserved for the ungodly. But why delay? Bring 
forth what you will….” (The Martyrdom of 
Polycarp, 8-11)  

Another example from early Christian history are 
the Silitian Martyrs, who were put to death in about 180 
AD. Saturninus was the Roman proconsul of North 
Africa. He interrogated a group of Christians and tried 
to dissuade them from the faith. We have an excerpt 
below:  

Saturninus, the [Roman] proconsul, said: “We, 
too, are religious, and our religion is simple; and 
we swear by the genius of our lord the Emperor, 
and pray for his welfare, which also ye, too, ought 
to do.”  

Speratus said: “If thou wilt peaceably lend me 
thine ears, I will tell thee the mystery of 
simplicity.”  

A Historical Application of Romans 10:9 
By Kelly McDonald, Jr.  

(Continued on Page 7) 

“...because if thou  

shalt confess with thy  
mouth Jesus as Lord,  

and shalt believe in thy  

heart that God raised  

him from the dead,  
thou shalt be saved…” 

(Romans 10:9 ASV) 
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My God…what a wonder you are! The Bible 
says in Psalm 103:11, “Higher than the highest 
Heavens—that’s how high your tender mercy extends! 
Greater than the grandeur of heaven above is the 
greatness of your loyal love, towering over all who fear 
you and bow down before you!” (TPT). 

Who would not love a God like that?  
One day in the summer of 1995 in Columbus, 

Ohio, a deep darkness began to loom overhead. Thunder 
clouds of every form began to gather. The visibility was 
not good. Oh…I did not mention this was not a physical 
storm—it was a mental one. Generally, each summer I 
would enjoy my favorite foods and get in a few games 
of tennis here and there…not this time. Many negative 
thoughts began to afflict me. “You won’t be saved”. 
“You won’t make it to the Kingdom of Heaven”. I felt 
as if I was a female version of Job reinvented. I felt like 
I was in a dark dungeon trying to climb out; but 
something kept me motionless, unable to pull myself 
out. 

God is awesome! Thankfully, I had praying 
parents—a loving mother and father. My mum kept 
encouraging me with the Scripture Luke 12:32, “Fear 
not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the Kingdom” (KJV). I tried to hang on to that 
Scripture, but I couldn’t believe it no matter how hard I 
tried. That dark summer seemed to drag on and on. 
Fall School Year 1996: 

So, in my emotions, everything changed gears. 
Instead of being depressed, despondent, and dark, I 
began to “perk up”. I was able to speak confidently with 
my teachers. I was generally a quiet person—not 
anymore. I could tell jokes. Flirting with the boys 
became the norm. I consistently argued with my 
teachers about religious matters (I went to a Christian 
high school, but they didn’t have the same outlook on 
religious matters like Christmas and worshipping on 
Saturday as Sabbath). One of my teachers was so kind 
to me during this period in my life. He said, “Hannah, 
talk to me about these things; I will listen to you.” 

At home, it was a different story.  I would argue 
with my parents…especially my father. One time my 
poor father got very frustrated with me. He really didn’t 
know how to handle my defiant personality. Something 
had to change. There were arrangements for me to fly to 
Maryland, but that didn’t come to fruition. Instead, I 
was sent to Boston, MA where my name’s sake, Mother 
Hannah Gouldbourne and Missionary Hermine Pinnock, 
took me in. These women of God didn’t completely 
understand what was going on with me, but one thing 
they knew how to do was pray. A lot of drama occurred 
there. In general, individuals from the Caribbean saw (at 
that time) mental illness as being “demon possessed”. 
They were not educated about mental illness and what it 
is. 

There were many times God truly protected me. 
One day, I remember climbing out of the window onto 
the roof. The house was a 3-story building. I began 
dancing on the roof. Mother Hannah Gouldbourne 
wanted to reach out of the window to grab me. She was 
afraid that if she did, I would back up and fall off the 
roof. So, she ran downstairs, got on her knees, and 
began to pray. Guess what happened…it began to rain 
so I climbed back off the roof into the room. 

There are so many ways God covered me in 
several mental health institutions. God would send 
angels to assist me. One such individual was a 
practitioner at a clinic I went to. After one of my 
hospitalizations, I was connected with him as a 
therapist. He was very kind to me. He was like a father 
figure. He was very encouraging. He always listened to 
me and never judged me. He walked with me through 
good times and bad. 

In 2020, I had my last relapse. A lot of drama 
occurred again. I walked 1 hour and 12 minutes to a 
hospital in Boston, MA because I knew something was 
wrong with me. I was admitted to McClean Psychiatric 
Hospital. The doctor I had at the hospital was so good. 
She started me on a combination of medications that 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Got Mental Health — Got God 
by Hannah Brooks 
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were very helpful. Because of that practitioner, I have 
not been hospitalized for 3 years. I have had challenging 
times, but I feel like Paul in the Bible with my 
weaknesses. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 “‘My 
grace is always more than enough for you, and my 
power finds its full expression through your 
weaknesses.’ So, I will celebrate my weaknesses, for 
when I’m weak I sense more deeply the mighty power of 
Christ living in me. So I’m not defeated by my 
weaknesses, but delighted!” (TPT). Also, 2 Corinthians 
4:17 blesses me tremendously. It mentions, “For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” (KJV). 

Looking back at all the things I went through 
has blessed me. God has shown me many things about 
Himself. He has strengthened me and kept me. I have 
even been able to complete my Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing.  

Also, the emphasis on exercise, meditation, and 
mindfulness was initially taught to me in the mental 
hospitals; but now this information is spreading in the 

United States. I have also learned that individuals who 
trust in God are happier, more resilient, and more 
positive than individuals who don’t. Even though I have 
suffered greatly, I see the blessings in what I have 
learned over the years. Cognitive behavior therapy is 
also an awesome tool that can help individuals who 
have mental health challenges. Simply going outside 
and sitting in the park can be very healing for the human 
mind. Nature is actually very positive for us as humans. 
There is a reason why grass is green and not red. Green 
has a calming effect on the human eye. 

As I said in the beginning of this article, “God is 
awesome!” He promises never ever to leave us. Looking 
over my life, I see God has been with me. I am so 
extremely thankful. I hope in some way you have been 
blessed by what I have shared. If you are suffering from 
mental health challenges, I pray that God guides you 
and makes a way. You never know how God can turn 
what the enemy meant for bad to something good, as in 
the story of Joseph (Genesis 47-50). I will be praying 
for the individuals that read this article. May it 
encourage you and bless you. God make His face shine 
on you and give you peace. AMEN!! 

 

Saturninus said: “I will not lend my ears to thee, 
when thou beginnest to speak evil things of our 
sacred rites; but rather do thou swear by the genius 
of our lord the Emperor?”  

Speratus said: “The empire of this world I know 
not; but rather I serve that God whom no man hath 
seen nor with these eyes can see. [I Tim. 6:16.] I 
have committed no theft; but if I have bought 
anything I pay the tax; because I know my Lord, 
the King of kings and Emperor of all 
nations….” (Ayer, pp 66-68)  

When we look at these details, we can see that 
Paul’s exhortation in Romans 10:9 has a more profound 
meaning that the modern reader may overlook. To the 
early Christians and even Jewish people, to confess 
Jesus as Lord was more than just a saying. It was the 
confession that you only acknowledged one Lord – not 
those who ruled in Rome. It was a confession that you 
were willing to suffer and even die for the faith.   

For modern Christians, let us remember that 
confessing Jesus as Lord means that there are no other 
lords in our lives.   

Kelly McDonald, Jr. is currently the lead pastor 
of David’s Tent Christian Fellowship in Tennessee 
(www.davidstentjackson.com) and former President 

of the Bible Sabbath Association (BSA—
www.biblesabbath.org).  
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It was Melvin’s birthday. He was ten years 
old. Rubbing his eyes, Melvin looked around, 
and seeing it was light outdoors, he knew it was 
morning and time to get up. He looked at his 
brother’s bed and saw it was already empty. 
“How late I am!” he thought, and with that, he 
jumped out and dressed. 

“Happy birthday!” called Mother as he came 
downstairs. 

His daddy met him with a daddy’s big hug 
and a “Happy birthday, son!” 

Breakfast was just ready, but there was 
nothing special for breakfast except another 
“Happy birthday!” from Charles. 

“But where are the presents?” he thought as 
he looked around. He had gone to sleep the night 
before dreaming of bicycles and jackknives. 
Even after breakfast, he had hopes of finding a 
bicycle on the veranda.  

They knew too, how much he would love a 
pony, but he hardly dared expect that, for his 
daddy had said once, “Why, where would we 
keep a horse, lad; and what would we feed him? 
Our yard hasn’t enough grass for a horse.” 

All morning Melvin worried about his 
presents. More than once he almost asked 
Mother if they had bought something and 
forgotten to give it to him. Then he remembered 
how just two months before Mother had come 
home from the hospital. He was afraid there 
hadn’t been money to buy the present. Well, 
anyway, he was ten now, and he was too big to 
cry, he thought. 

So the morning passed, and dinner time 
came. Charles and Daddy came from school, for 
Daddy was the school’s director. Surely they 
would have some surprise for him at dinner, but 
he was disappointed again. He could not 
understand why there were no presents. 

Just as dinner ended, Daddy said, “I have 
some business a few miles up the road. Would 
you all like to go with me in the truck?” Well, 
this at least was some fun. And Melvin’s heart 
lightened. 

They stopped at a place where a farmer lived. 
What business did Daddy want to do? Daddy 
asked if they had sheep. “My, what does Daddy 
want sheep for?” thought Melvin. “Maybe he 
wants some wool for the new mattress.” 

“No, no sheep here,” said the man. 
On to another place. This was where Don 

Bonifacio lived. “Do you have sheep?” asked 
Daddy again. 

“I do!” was the answer. 
They went out to the field where there were 

snow-white goats. The leader had a bell on his 
neck. And there were some sheep, with lots of 
lambs. Daddy had a special interest in an old 
mother sheep with twin lambs. “Which one do 
you want, Melvin?” asked Daddy. 

So this was the surprise! Melvin was so 
surprised he could hardly answer. 

“Well, I would like that one,” he said, as he 
pointed to one that was very frisky, chasing her 
brother around the lot. 

“All right,” said Daddy, “take her to the 
truck, and I’ll fix it up with the man.” 

My! How happy Melvin was with his 
precious load as he went to the truck! “Thank 
you, Daddy!” was all he could say. His big 
brother helped him up on the truck, and Daddy 
got in to drive. Up on top, he and his brother 
named the lamb. And from then until now she 
has been called “Little Bo-Peep.” 

Little Bo-Peep 
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Be a good shepherd and help each 
sheep find their twin. Draw a line 

between the matching sheep.  
Then color the sheep for fun. 
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Change: to alter or modify; to make someone or 
something different; the act or instance of making or 
becoming different.  

Change goes hand-in-hand with repent. Repent: to 
feel regret or penitence about something; “I repent me 
of all I did.” This is what brings about change. 

In the book of Revelation 2:5, we read “Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his 
place, except thou repent” (KJV). 

Change, for the most part, is difficult for mankind. 
Few there are that are willing to admit that they are 
wrong. They like life the way that it is, otherwise, 
they would seek to change. 

To come into the presence of the Living God, is to be 
changed; we cannot come into His high and holy 
place and stay the same. 

The prophet Nahum in Nahum 1:7-9 wrote,  
The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 
trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him. 
But with an overrunning flood he will make an 
utter end of the place thereof, and darkness 
shall pursue his enemies. What do ye imagine 
against the Lord? he will make an utter end: 
affliction [Rebellious Change] shall not rise up 
the second time. (KJV) 

Before the Lord created mankind, Satan, a mighty 
angel in the Kingdom of God, decided that he wanted 
to sit upon the Throne of God. He even persuaded a 
third of the Heavenly Angels to follow him in his 
quest. Satan rebelled against God; he desired to 
“change the rulership” of the Heavens. For his 
(Satan’s) sin, God cast him and his followers out of 
His presence. 

We read in Proverbs 24:21, where King Solomon 
wrote “My son, fear thou the Lord and the king: and 
meddle not with them that are given to 
change” (KJV). The Fear of the Lord is to hate evil, 
which is sin. When we hate sin, we are beginning to 
have wisdom. 

In the Book of Job 14:14, we read, “If a man die, 
shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time 
will I wait, till my change come” (KJV). When a soul 
(person) accepts Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, they 
have begun the process of change. “But we all, with 

open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord”  
(2 Corinthians 3:18 KJV). 

I think that Jude 1:3 goes right along with this,  
Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common salvation, it was needful for 
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend [fight] for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints. 
(KJV) 

For “without Faith, it is impossible to please 
[God]” (Hebrews 11:6 KJV); “faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 
10:17 KJV); “And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 
and truth” (St. John 1:14 KJV). 

We read in St. John 1:1-4,  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. In him was life; 
and the life was the light of men. (KJV) 

Think about this for a moment: the Word of God 
created everything that exists. The Heavenly Father 
spoke by using words; and His Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us. 

From the beginning, God made a provision to bring 
about the “proper change” in the life of sinful 
mankind and all mankind has to do is accept the gift 
of God that changes sinful mankind into the 
righteousness of God, on Christ Jesus, (see 
2 Corinthians 5:21). 

We can be thankful in knowing that the prophet 
Malachi wrote “For I am the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed” (Malachi 3:6 KJV). The Saints of today 
are part of the sons of Jacob in Jesus. Therefore, this 
Message from God is for us. 

The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 wrote,  
Behold [pay attention, listen carefully], I shew 
you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, In a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 

 Change 
 

by Derwood A. Stewart 
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Northwest Youth Camp 

June 26-30, 2024 

Theme: “The Body of Christ— 
Why Spending Time with Other Believers Is Important” 

More details to come. 

raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality. So 
when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, death is swallowed up in 
victory. (KJV) 

In Philippians 3:20-21, we read, 
For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue ALL things unto himself. 
(KJV emphasis added) 

Our Heavenly Father, in, through, and by the precious 
shed blood of His Only Begotten Son, Jesus, has 
cleansed (changed) us from sinner to saint. We read 
in Jeremiah 13:23, “Can the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do 
good, that are accustomed to do evil” (KJV). Praise 
the lord for Jesus, who has brought about the proper 
change in us, that we might be called the sons of God. 

In Zechariah 3:4, we read,  
And he answered and spake unto those that 
stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy 
garments from him. And unto him he said, 
Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
raiment. (KJV). 

We too, like Jesus, will be given a white robe of 
righteousness. Praise the lord for this promise; and 
now, the saints are awaiting the completion of their 
change from this natural life to life eternal. 

I would like to add a little something that will give a 
better idea about change. Let’s say there is a woman 
that has long straight hair; and she would like for her 
hair to be curly. What can she do to change her hair 
from straight to curly? Back in the early 1900s, a 
woman could tear a cloth into small strips, wash her 
hair and, while her hair was still wet, wrap her hair in 
the strips of cloth. After her hair dried, then she could 
unwrap her hair; and her hair would be somewhat 
curly. However, if the woman walked outside on a 

hot humid day, her hair would quickly lose its curl. In 
like manner, that’s what some individuals that accept 
Jesus as their Saviour. When stressors occur, they 
lose faith and fall away from the Lord. 

In our day and time, if a woman that has long straight 
hair, wants their hair to be curly, there’s a process 
that they can follow. First, they wash their hair; then, 
while their hair is still wet, they add a chemical to 
their hair to help the hair to maintain its curl; then, 
they tightly wrap their hair on a roller that is made for 
the task at hand; then, they put their head under a 
special heat lamp; then, they must stay under the heat 
lamp for a specific amount of time; once the hair is 
dry, they then, unwrap the rollers from their hair; and 
the results is curly hair that usually last for quite some 
time. Like I said in the beginning, change can be 
difficult, and it generally takes a good amount of 
time. You wouldn’t want someone operating on your 
brain until you are sure that they have had a sufficient 
amount of successful brain operations.  

Are you ready to begin to change your life from sin to 
living for Jesus?  

I pray that you are ready to change. If you are, then 
ask the Heavenly Father in the Name of Jesus; to 
forgive you of your sins; then, ask a minister to 
baptize you in water in the Name of Jesus; then, begin 
to read the Bible (I prefer the King James Version); 
start in Genesis 1:1 and read a chapter or two every 
day; until you have read the Bible all the way through 
Revelation 22:21; and then, start reading it all over 
again. 

It is written, “The entrance of thy (God’s) words 
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple” (Psalms 119:130 KJV). 

In closing, in Proverbs 4:20 we read,  
My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear 
unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine 
eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For 
they are life unto those that find them, and 
health to all their flesh. (KJV) 

Derwood A. Stewart, Minister 
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries 
www.preachersteacher.org 
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Daughters of the King 
“Go and sin no more”...Jesus’s words to the woman accused of adultery are well known by most 

Christians. But the whole verse is: “And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no 
more” (John 8:11 KJV). 

I see this verse as a shortened version of Ezekiel 37:23: “Neither shall they defile themselves any more 
with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will save them out 
of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I 
will be their God” (KJV). 

God wants us for a personal relationship. He created us and He loves us! God sent Jesus to help us see the 
sin that we live in and provide a way of escaping that sin and its consequences. Jesus did not come to condemn 
us, but to save us! 

John 8:34b says, “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (KJV). So who is your master? It is 
easy to say it’s only a small sin, no one will notice, etc., but you know and of course God knows. God knows 
what challenges we face, what pressures other people put on us, and what expectations we are operating under. 
And He has sent Jesus and the Holy Spirit to help us in all those situations...but we do have to lean into the 
Helper! 

“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36 KJV). 
We may not always understand God’s plan for us, in fact, usually, we have an entirely different plan in 

mind and when things don’t work out we are frustrated. Sometimes we think God’s plans are really against 
us!! And it is amazing when we look back on our lives and see how a bad situation really worked out for our 
good. As we read in the Old Testament, God sent His people into exile or captivity several times and always 
worked the situation for the good of His people...but the people were required to pray!! Here is the lesson for 
us: We need to pray for our nation, our children, and our situation then trust and wait on the Lord and believe 
that He is the one in control of everything. 

With all that is going on in the world, it can be hard to wake up happy every morning. But Scripture says 
things will get worse before they will get better...before Christ returns. So we can be happy in hope...the hope 
and promise of Scripture....God’s plan! Psalms 31:24 says, “Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your 
heart, all ye that hope in the Lord” (KJV).  By Becky Lincoln 

Overheard in an Orchard 

Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 

“I should really like to know 

Why these anxious human beings 

Rush about and worry so.” 

 

Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 

“Friend, I think that it must be 

That they have no heavenly Father 

Such as cares for you and me.” 

Elizabeth Cheney 
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“Do this in remembrance of Me.”  
(Luke 22:19) 

Lord’s Supper Service 
The 14th of Nisan (Abib) will begin  

after sundown on April 21, 2024. 

From the West Meadow 
 A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins 

Following the Resurrection, we see an interesting 
conversation between Jesus and Mary Magdalene. 
Mary at first didn't recognize Jesus, but when she 
realized who He was she naturally wanted to embrace 
and touch Him, in wonderment and awe of Him 
standing there talking to her. But Jesus told her, “Do 
not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My 
Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My 
God and your God’” (John 20:17). 

While there are several lessons that can be applied 
here, one that is often overlooked is that this is the 
actual fulfillment of a ritual commanded by God in 
the Old Testament. In Leviticus 23:9-14, the priests 
were commanded to take a sheaf of the first fruits of 
the grain harvest and wave it “before the Lord, to be 
accepted” (verse 11) on behalf of the people. This 
was to be done every year before any of the new 
harvest could be used. The wave offering consisted of 
lifting up to God “a sheaf of the firstfruits of your 
harvest” (Leviticus 23:10) to be accepted by Him. 
What does this have to do with Christians or Jesus 
Christ in particular? As Paul might say, “Much in 
every way!” (Romans 3:2). He told the Colossians 
that God’s festivals were prophetic whose “substance 
is of Christ” (Colossians 2:16-17). God's festivals 
listed in Leviticus 23 are all about the prophetic acts 
of Christ’s first and second coming. 

The wave sheaf offering pictured Christ after the 
Resurrection (John 20:17), ascending to Heaven to be 

accepted as the “firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 
1:18) and “has become the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Paul goes 
on, describing the Resurrection, “but each one in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ’s at His [second] coming” (1 Corinthians 
15:23). Those who are Christ’s at His coming are 
those in the first resurrection (Revelation 20:4-6) and 
are also called firstfruits and firstborn. See James 
1:18 and Revelation 14:4. 

In John 4, Jesus talks to His disciples about two 
harvests: the spring or early harvest – called the 
“Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of your labors” in 
the Old Testament – and the fall harvest at the end of 
the year, called the Feast of Ingathering (Exodus 
23:16). “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months 
and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift 
up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are 
already white for harvest!” (John 4:35). Jesus goes 
on to tell His followers that the firstfruits harvest is an 
ongoing harvest that requires sowers, reapers, and 
laborers and that there are wages involved for doing 
the work, and those wages include eternal life. See 
John 4:34-38. 

This ongoing harvest, the harvest of the firstfruits, 
is the harvest of the believers into the Church today. 
Welcome “to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn who are registered in heaven” (Hebrews 
12:23), “over such the second death has no 
power” (Revelation 20:6).  
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Headquarters Happenings 

Mar-Apr 2024 

By Sophia Fleming 

G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

Greetings! 
 

At this moment, I am writing this update from the couch of my father’s hospital room. Not where I expected to 
be, but as has been the case of late, knowing this is exactly where I’m supposed to be. We don’t always get to pick 
where we serve the Lord, but when we choose to serve the Lord with our whole heart, we will find the Lord is 
always providing opportunities to serve. When my husband and I were blessed with the opportunity to do mission 
work in Kenya a few years ago, I was overwhelmed and humbled by the experience. When we got back, all I could 
think about was how to do more service like that, but, as I’ve mentioned before, the mission field the Lord wants 
my husband and I to work in right now, is right here at home. It’s an amazing blessing to join the Lord in His 
work, no matter where or what that opportunity is. I pray you all seize those opportunities as well! 

This quote by Charles Colson has been an inspiration to me since I began working for the General Council: 
“One of the most wonderful things about being a Christian is that I don’t ever get up in the morning and wonder if 
what I do matters. I live every day to the fullest because I can live it through Christ and I know no matter what I do 
today, I’m going to do something to advance the Kingdom of God.”  

Remembering who your ultimate employer is makes every job better! It is a blessing to have the opportunity to 
work for the Lord and with so many wonderful God fearing, like-minded believers! With deep gratitude, I praise 
Him daily for these opportunities! 

We continue to work on the “Power to Change” adult Bible study series. Volume 1, “Think Different,” and 
Volume 2, “Talk Different,” are already ready to order or download from the website and webstore. The 
Publications Committee is working on the third and last volume, “Live Different.” Once again, we thank the 
Shiloh Church of God 7th Day, Hyattsville, Maryland for sharing these resources with us!  

We are still working on getting our first course for Maranatha College online. Unexpected delays have slowed 
down our progress, but we know that this course will be available exactly when the Lord wills! 

Starting with this issue, we’re are working to add back a wonderful feature that used to be in the ACTS. It’s a 
section for testimonials. We know that the Lord is active today, just like He was in the Old and New Testament. 
By sharing those blessings, through testimonials, we encourage each other and glorify our Heavenly Father. 
During these uncertain times, like those of the past, reading how the Lord is working in the lives of others reminds 
us that He is actively working around us all of the time. If you would be willing to share your testimony, please 
send a copy to our office! Be assured, it will be a blessing to many! 

Another new feature we will be working on this year is a special Campmeeting issue of the ACTS magazine. 
This issue will be available online or by special 
order. Be sure to order your copy so you don’t 
miss out on this recap of the events, messages, 
and news that happens during Campmeeting. 

Please continue to pray for Campmeeting, 
the planning committee, and the Board of 
Directors as plans are being made. If you would 
like to help, we have several opportunities! From 
paid positions like dishwashing and janitorial, to 
volunteer opportunities like helping with 
children’s classes and leading activities for 
children and/or adults, we pray you will 
prayerfully consider helping this year! 

Please know that we are also praying for you. 
Praying that the Lord will bless you and give you 
peace! May His light shine on you as you seek 
Him!   

 sf 

Jan-2024 
Beginning Ending 

Balance Balance 

  Designated Funds 

  Building Fund 1,459.64 717.67 

  Campmeeting Fund 931.52 931.52 

  Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00 

  Missions 14,379.97 14,346.88 

  Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00 

  Funds for Operating Expenses 

  General Fund -358.83 3,769.20 

  Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 2425.26 5,368.76 

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses 

for Fiscal Year 2022/2023 = $10,150.00 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord and not to men, let no one seek 
his own, but each one the other’s well-
being.  

Colossians 10:23-24 
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THE BIBLE 
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of 
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it 
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired 
revelation of God.  

GOD 
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called 
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always 
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and 
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free 
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave 
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose. 

JESUS 
Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man, 
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully 
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning 
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s 
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and 
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children. 

HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at 
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by 
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and 
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and 
purposes. In the New Testament God’s Spirit worked the divine 
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit 
guided the development of the early church and the spreading 
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit 
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement, 
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human 
limitations. 

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for 
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the 
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing 
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He 
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday 
evening. 

STATE OF THE DEAD 
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting 
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During 
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of 
God’s family will become immortal and those who have 
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time. 

MAN’S CONDITION 
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s 
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in 
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is 
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for 
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their 
own reverse this separation. 

MAN’S SALVATION 
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His 
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into 
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling 
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and 
accepts inclusion to live in God’s family. God’s family will live 
eternally. 

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION  
God created people to live as members of His family, which 
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy 
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those 
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on 
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose 
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire 
that people love each other more than desire for self. The 
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a 
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of 
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual 
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living. 

THE CHURCH 
God designed creation for people to live in connected 
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God 

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other 
people. The church is the primary community designed by God 
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is 
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s 
followers. The church is not only the local believer communities 
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow 
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish 
God’s work. Individual church communities are human 
organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the 
local group and enables it to do God’s work. Such local 
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and 
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common 
objectives establishes connection between individual churches. 

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the 
relationship of individuals to God: 
a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God 

expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His 
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the 
church community. 

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the 
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of 
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread 
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and 
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had 
commemorated the Jewish Passover. 

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and 
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus’s 
instruction to serve each other. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY  
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous 
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable 
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience 
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into 
his family. 

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as 
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and 
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but 
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love 
for creation. 

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses 
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When 
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New 
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers 
located in all nations. 

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING 
Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual 
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and 
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and 
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God, 
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept 
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the 
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing. 

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND  
THE KINGDOM OF GOD  

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up 
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations 
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will 
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the 
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home 
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from 
sin and the curse of death.  

SIGNS OF THE TIMES  
We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of 
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will 
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities 
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing 
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of 
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those 
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His 
offer of reconciliation to all.  

Summary of Our Statement of Belief 
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(Seventh Day), Inc. 
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Contact us: by Mail Phone: (208) 888-3380 E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org 
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org 

Campmeeting July 1-6, 2024 
Please pray for the planning of this event. If you are feeling 

led to volunteer or teach, please contact our office! 
Mark your calendars! We hope to see you here. 
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