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President’s Letter 
January 2024 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  

The Board of Directors sends blessings to all.  

Campmeeting 2024 is fast approaching. The planning committee is hard at work putting everything 
together. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Sophia at the Council headquarters.  

After Campmeeting 2023, the Board of Directors created a new education committee to look into offering 
courses online per the directive given during the Business Meeting. I am happy to announce that at the 
December Board of Directors meeting it was agreed to restart Maranatha College. The Education 
Committee was changed to the Board of Education. The first class that is being created will be a systematic 
theology course called “Biblical Doctrines 101.” The new website that will house Maranatha College is 
still in the works as well as this first course. Check back on our website “ACTSforGod.org” as we work 
toward our launch date. If you would like to financially support Maranatha College, you can do so online 
or mail your donation to the General Council Headquarters.  

The Quarterly Ministerial Council Forum session was January 12-14. This was conducted in person at the 
Meridian Church and broadcast on Zoom and on YouTube. Check our website under Ministerial Forums 
for more information; videos and supporting documentation will be uploaded as soon as possible. 

Please keep Campmeeting 2024 in your prayers as it approaches.  

Thank you for all of your support to the General Council. 

Earl Rice 

President, General Council Churches of 
God, (Seventh Day) 

We have received a new application 

for affiliation from the Church of 
God 7th Day in São José do Rio 

Preto, Brazil. This application is 
under review by the Licensing and 

Credentials (L&C) Committee, 
please contact our office or a 

member of the L&C Committee if 
you have any concerns or would 

like to make a recommendation for 
this application’s approval. This is 

the second of the two postings for 

this application. 

“Do this in remembrance of Me.”  
(Luke 22:19) 

Lord’s Supper Service 
The 14th of Nisan (Abib) will begin  

after sundown on April 21, 2024. 
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Report from Brazil  
by Pastor Samuel Marques 

Growing in the Grace and Knowledge 
 

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord  
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18 (KJV) 
 
This was the theme of the 1st General Meeting of 

the Seventh-day Church of God in Brazil, held from 
December 22 to 25, 2023, in the city of Colombo, in 
the metropolitan region of Curitiba, the capital of the 
State of Paraná. 

The event is part of the actions to reunify the 
autonomous churches in Brazil around common 
projects, such as the creation of the Publishing House. 
It is a joint initiative of Pastor Eugênio Gonçalves 
Júnior from Colombo, Paraná; Pastor Jaime Vieira 
from Lontras, Santa Catarina; and Pastor Samuel 
Marques from São José do Rio Preto, São Paulo. 

Together, they conceived the event and provided 
guidelines to Pastor Eugênio’s team, which did an 
excellent job, including preparation 
activities, venue decoration, a 
wonderful welcome kit, a program 
full of pleasant surprises, and 
services where the presence of God 
was strongly felt. 

During the activities, special video messages were 
shown from Bishop Rui Pedro of the Seventh-day 
Church of God in Mozambique and Steve Boone, 
President of the Ministerial Council of the General 
Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) in the 
United States. 

The Saturday morning Bible School featured an 
exposition by Pastor Samuel Marques on the progress 
of the reunification process of the Seventh-day Church 
of God in Brazil and the launch of the new translation 
project of the Publishing House, now dedicated to 
translating Alan Knight's work “Primitive Christianity 
in Crisis.” 

In the Saturday night service, with praise and a 
message by Pastor Jaime's team, and in the Sunday 
night service, with praise and a message by Pastor 
Eugênio's team, the presence of God was strongly felt, 
with moments of intercessory prayer and reports of 
healing and liberation. 

These three meetings 
were broadcast live 
on the Church's app 
and are available at 
this link (https://
inchur.ch/sYwyA), 
where they can be 
watched on YouTube 
with automatic 
English subtitles. 
The program also 
included services and 
lectures specifically 

Top: Official Picture of the Event 
Above: Pastor Samuel at Bible School. 
Left: Preaching by Pastor Jaime Viera.  
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for children, youth, men, women, leaders’ wives, 
and pastors. We had the baptism of three people, a 
vigil with testimonies in the early morning, as well as 
recreation and outdoor camping. 

In the Publishing House store, the new Bible 
School lessons, the official 2024 Church activities 
calendar, T-shirts, brochures, and books were 

available to the brethren. 
The General Meeting was also simultaneously 

held in the northeast region of Brazil, under the 
leadership of Pastor Flávio Timóteo de Freitas, 
using the same main theme. 
We feel very blessed with this meeting of God's 

people and we continue in the hope that the Lord 
will enable us to hold the next event with the same 
enthusiasm, dedication, and results. 
We ask for the prayers of all our brothers in this 

regard.                             

Above: Prayer for Pastors. 
Below: Prayer for the sick. 

Top: Meeting of men with testimony of healings.  
Middle: Pastor Eugênio’s parents celebrated 55 years 

of marriage on the day of the event. 
Bottom: Baptisms during the event. 

Left: Children’s Presentation. 
Above: Youth during youth activities. 



6 January/February 2024 ACTS 

 

Daughters of the King 
Greetings Sisters in Christ, 

It is very cold and snowy here in Idaho today as I sit down to write a few words. 

I know July seems like a long way off from today, but time goes very fast. Planning for this year’s 
Campmeeting is moving forward. 

Last year, during our annual DOK meeting, we tried something new. We would love to have you join us 
during the camp but realize not all can attend so we set up a Zoom meeting to allow more ladies to join us 
during our annual business meeting. Comments from last year have encouraged us to include a ZOOM link 
this year also. 

Please send your suggestions and comments to us via the General Council Headquarters. 
Dates for the meeting and our annual auction are being determined and will be announced in the ACTS 
magazine next month. 

Thank you! Praying you stay strong in the Lord and continue trusting Him. 

The absolutely best NEW something that I appreciate and 
which sustains me is Lord God’s morning mercies after a 
troubled night! He manifests a NEW THING in my mind and 
heart. 

“I will bless the LORD, who has given me counsel; my reins 
also instruct me in the night seasons” (Psalm 16:7 KJV).  

Our reins are responsible for slowing, stopping, or holding 
back our actions and thoughts. God wants His children to be 
sensitive to their reins, rather than require a bit and bridle: “Do 
not be like the horse or like the mule, which have no 
understanding, which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, else 
they will not come near you” (Psalm 32:9). “Your ears shall 
hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ 
whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the 
left” (Isaiah 30:21). 

The Old 

Psalm 73 describes being grieved and miserable because of 
foolish and wicked people in our life (past or present, near or 
far, familiar or strangers in the news, or ourselves). On my mind 
as I go to bed. Cannot sleep because of my feelings and 
thoughts. I am grieved. I inwardly moan and groan and ask God 
how to think and feel about it so that I will have peace and calm 
and sleep. At some point, unknown to me, I do fall asleep. I 
haven’t asked God to examine and prove me — to try my reins 
and my heart, but it seems that He does it anyway. “Examine…
my reins and my heart” (Psalm 26:2 KJV). “Thus my heart was 
grieved, and I was pricked in my reins” (Psalm 73:21 KJV) 
asking God for help (Psalm 73:23-28). 

The New 

“Weeping may endure for a night, BUT JOY COMES IN 
THE MORNING!” (Psalm 30:5b emphasis added). “It is of 

the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His 
compassions fail not. THEY ARE NEW EVERY 
MORNING! GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS! The Lord 
is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him. The 
Lord is good unto them that wait for Him — to the soul that 
seeketh Him. It is good that a man [child-of-God] should both 
hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
LORD” (Lamentations 3:22-26 KJV emphasis added). 

My morning time of instruction is between 2 am and 6 am. I 
will awaken with A NEW insight or thought that obviously 
entered via my reigns via God’s hands. WOW. I am speechless, 
grateful, strengthened, grounded, and clear. Ready to start the 
day in prayers of Praise and Honor. 

“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things 
do I declare — before they spring forth I tell you of 
them” (Isaiah 42:9 KJV emphasis added). 

“A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one 
another; as I have loved you” (John 13:34 KJV emphasis 
added). “Therefore if any [one] be in Christ, [they are] a new 
creature: old things are passed away — behold, all things are 
become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17 KJV emphasis added). 

“Put on the new man [child-of-God], which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness” Ephesians 4:24 KJV 
emphasis added). 

“Then He that sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all 
things new.’ And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are true 
and faithful’” (Revelation 21:5 emphasis added). 

 

GREAT IS HIS FAITHFULNESS! 

 

NEW IN THE MORNING A Page From Sara Beth Baer’s Journal 

• Nominees for officers 
• Project suggestions for the DOK body 

• Feedback on our DOK page in the ACTS 
• What do you like and what can we improve 

Linda Palmer, DOK President 
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Headquarters Happenings 

Jan-Feb 2024 

By Sophia Fleming 

G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

Happy New Year! 
Things have not slowed down here, and we are so glad! There is a lot of exciting news again this month! 

We were able to send out and upload the new quarterly, “Think Different,” and the Publications Committee 
hopes to complete the review and minor edits of the next in the series during their next meeting this month. 
The next in the series is called, “Talk Different,” and is scheduled to be sent out for the upcoming second 
quarter to those on our recurring quarterly order schedule. All of these and many others are available on our 
ACTSforGod.org website. 

As I write this, the local Meridian Church of God, 7th Day, is preparing to host the upcoming Ministerial 
Council Forum. Unlike the previous online-only forum last October, this mid-year forum is held for a full 
weekend and includes in-person speakers broadcast live on YouTube and three Zoom panel discussions. If 
you missed this event, the videos and any supporting material will be available on the Ministerial Forum page 
of our website. 

One of the most exciting developments over the last few weeks is the re-launching of Maranatha College, 
as mentioned in the President’s letter on page 3. The Board of Education, as appointed by the Board of 
Directors, are Earl Rice (2 yr. term), Byron Sanchez (2-yr. term), and Steve Boone (1-yr. term). During the 
first Board of Education meeting, Earl Rice was voted in as Chairman and Bryon Sanchez as Vice-Chairman. 
Since I have been helping with the onboarding of our first course and will be administering the online classes 
on our website for now, it was decided that I would serve as Dean of Instruction. This is only the beginning; 
and as we pray that the Lord will continue to bless this work, we pray that others will be able to join this 
work, this ministry. If the Lord is leading you to help with this ministry, please don’t hesitate to contact us! 

For those wondering about the Foreign Ministries Team, we haven’t met again due to scheduling 
conflicts. However, the General Council, through the donations sent in, has been able to aid in some blessed 
projects including helping an orphanage purchase land for their future home. They are currently using some 
of the donated funds to plant the acre they purchased with potatoes to help sustain them and plan to sell the 
excess and use the proceeds to help offset some of the expenses for the children. We were also able to assist 
one of our pastors in Africa with a four-day evangelistic event that his group held in December! Please 
continue to pray that the Lord opens doors to help with the organizing of this important ministry. 

Also, thanks to donations made last year for Publishing House upgrades, we were able to purchase a new 
network server for safeguarding and storing our files. Any of you familiar with file sizes know that digital 
files for audio and video are quite large. Since Sheryl and Randy are converting our old Campmeeting audio 
and videos to a digital format, we have run out 
of space on our cloud storage. This new 
network server should allow us to back up 
these and many other files and still have easy 
access to those files as needed with lots of 
space to spare…for now! 

As I close this update, my prayer for all is 
that of Colossians 3:16, as noted above. As we 
look forward to 2024, I pray we all look 
through the lens of Jesus’s love; His love for 
us, for those around us, for those far off and 
those near, and His love for His Father. If we 
all choose our actions based on this immense 
love, I believe we will find the peace that 
surpasses all understanding the Apostle Paul 
speaks of in Philippians 4:7. 

I pray that this coming year is full of 
blessings for all! sf 

Dec-2023 
Beginning Ending 

Balance Balance 

  Designated Funds 

  Building Fund 1,459.64 1,459.64 

  Campmeeting Fund 931.52 931.52 

  Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00 

  Missions 17,774.92 14,379.97 

  Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00 

  Funds for Operating Expenses 

  General Fund 3,497.74 -353.83 

  Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 1,458.76 2,425.26 

Average Monthly General Operating Expenses 

for Fiscal Year 2022/2023 = $10,150.00 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 

and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God."  

Colossians 3:16 ESV 
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“There’s nothing to do, Mother. How can I 
spend the long Sabbath afternoon?” wailed eight
-year-old Patty Haynes. 

The family had attended Sabbath School and 
the morning worship service. They had eaten a 
delicious meal, and Mother and Patty had 
cleared the table and stacked the dishes in the 
sink to be washed later. Daddy had settled down 
for his usual Sabbath nap. 

“Why not take little John Jensen down to the 
creek to play in the water? I’ll call Linda’s 
mother to ask if she may go with you,” said Mrs. 
Haynes. 

Five-year-old Johnny could not run and play 
as other boys and girls because a sever illness 
had left him completely blind. His mother could 
not take him outside to play as often as she 
would have liked because she had a six-month-
old baby to care for. Now the baby required 
more of her time because he had been ill for a 
few weeks. 

Of course Mrs. Jensen was delighted that 
Patty had offered to take Johnny out to play. She 
knew Patty to be kind and reliable so was not 
uneasy about Johnny’s safety.  

“You may stay until 4:30,” said Mrs. Haynes. 
“I’ll blow the bicycle whistle when it is time to 
start home. Take a camp blanket to sit on and a 
towel to dry your feet. Johnny might like to have 
some of the pretty rocks that are in the creek, so 
take a small pail to put them in. Have a good 
time.” 

“Mrs. Jensen, would you and your husband 
enjoy going to the afternoon service at the 
church?” Mrs. Haynes called to her neighbor. 
“I’ll be glad to take care of your baby. I am sure 
he will be all right, and it will do you good to be 
out of the house for an hour.” 

It did not take the children long to reach the 
creek, which flowed through the shady, green 

pasture. Off came the shoes and socks. What fun 
Johnny had prancing around in the cool grass! 

“Let’s take Johnny wading,” said Patty. “I’ll 
hold one of his hands, while you hold the other. 
We’ll watch carefully that he does not cut his 
feet on any sharp object.” 

Wading was indeed a thrill for little Johnny. 
He loved to feel the water lapping his ankles. 
The girls were happy just at seeing the fun he 
was having. They taught him to squash the soft 
mud up between his toes, and that was the most 
fun yet.  

“Oh, I see some little fish swimming 
around,” called Patty. “Here, Jonny, feel one,” 
and she put a minnow in his hand. It felt funny 
wiggling in his hand trying to get away. 

“Now you can tell your daddy you caught a 
fish,” laughed Linda. 

Suddenly they heard the sound of Mother’s 
whistle. It couldn’t be 4:30 already! They had 
only been here a few minutes. It seemed that 
way. But mother never made a mistake, and they 
had been taught to obey her at once, so they 
quickly started home. 

“Mrs. Haynes, we had the most fun,” shouted 
little Johnny. “We waded in the creek, and I 
caught a little fish. See all these pretty rocks we 
gathered,” He continued all in one breath. 

“Mother, this has been the most delightful 
Sabbath afternoon I have every spent in months. 
It has not seemed long at all. In fact, our stay at 
the creek seemed only a few minutes,” spoke up 
Patty. 

“Do you know why the day has been 
delightful?” asked mother. Then she answered 
her own question. “It was because you made 
Johnny happy. The surest way to be happy is to 
make someone else happy.” 

By L. S. 

How to Make the Sabbath a Delight 
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Ministry-to-children 
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If the first  

colors I saw 

were  

permanent, 

they would 

soon lose 

their appeal, 

and become 

ordinary ~ 

something to 

accept, not 

something to 
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Video DVD or Audio CD plus Shipping and Handling  
($5 each or $7 for 2 disk sets) 
  Sermons from Campmeeting 2023 

 
Classes from Campmeeting 2023 

 

 

 

Audio sermons from past years are available on the ACTSforGod.org website by 
clicking on the Biblical Resources tab and then clicking the Campmeeting Audio 
Archives link. 

 
 

Check out the ACTSforGod YouTube channel to watch classes and 
sermons from Campmeetings 2018-2023. 

7/3/23 Randall Avery (2 disks) 
7/3/23 Tom Kendrick 
7/3/23 Jonathan Hicks  
7/5/23 Byron Sanchez (2 disks) 
 

7/5/23 Wes Higgins  
7/5/23 Steve Boone(2 disks) 
7/6/23 A. Joseph Sanchez (2 disks) 
7/6/23 Steve Boone 

7/3/23 Roger Boone 
7/4/23 Jonathan Carson 
7/5/23 David DeVous 
7/6/23 Tom Kendrick 
 

7/7/22 Wes Higgins  
7/8/23 Randall Avery 
7/8/23 Russ McCrea 

All Speakers Audio—MP3 Format (1 CD) 

Northwest Youth Camp 

June 26-30, 2024 

Theme: “The Body of Christ— 

Why Spending Time with other Believers Is Important” 

More details to come. 
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by Bryon Lee Sanchez 

COPING WITH CHANGE AS 
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS  

Coping with 
change as Chris-
tians in an ever-
evolving world is 
a challenge—
especially as we 
see chaotic events 
on the horizon. 

Change is a constant in life, often confronting us with 
uncertainty, transitions, and unexpected challenges. The 
Bible offers guidance and reassurance, emphasizing the 
importance of faith, trust in God, and resilience in 
navigating these shifts. Here are some basic insights and 
scriptures to aid in coping with change. 
· Embrace God’s Unchanging Nature: 

The world may shift, but God remains constant. 
Hebrews 13:8 affirms, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever” (ESV). Amidst 
change, holding onto the unchanging nature of God 
can bring stability and strength. 

· Trust in God’s Plan: 
Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us, “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make straight your paths” (ESV). This verse 
emphasizes the importance of surrendering to God’s 
plan during periods of uncertainty. We live in an 
increasingly uncertain world. 

· Adaptability and Resilience: 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven” (ESV). This verse underscores the 
inevitability of change. As Christians, adapting and 
remaining resilient in the face of change is crucial, 
recognizing that God orchestrates different seasons in 
life. Our true hope remains in the return of Jesus 
Christ and His coming Kingdom.  
This is temporary. 

· Finding Strength in Adversity: 
Romans 5:3-5 encourages perseverance amid change, 
stating, “Not only that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us” (ESV). God would not allow evil to exist unless 
He could draw a greater ultimate good from it. 

· Renewed Purpose and Trust in God’s Timing: 
Jeremiah 29:11 assures us, “For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (ESV). 
This verse provides hope, emphasizing God’s 
sovereignty and the assurance that change aligns with 

His purpose for our lives. 
Change, though often challenging, can also present 
opportunities for growth, renewed perspective, and a 
deepening of faith. As Christians, it’s essential to lean 
on these Biblical principles when faced with the 
uncertainties of life’s transitions. 

In coping with change, consider the following steps: 
· Prayer and Reflection: Connect with God through prayer 

and meditation. Seek His guidance and peace amidst 
change. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God” (ESV). Taking time to be still before God can 
bring clarity and strength. 

· Community and Support: Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 
emphasizes the strength found in community: “Two are 
better than one, because they have a good reward for 
their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his 
fellow” (ESV). Cherish our fellowship with the Church 
of God. Seek support from fellow believers and trusted 
friends during times of change.  

· Adaptability and Flexibility: Embrace a mindset open to 
adaptation and flexibility. Embracing change with a 
positive attitude can facilitate smoother transitions. Our 
life can be an adventure instead of a trial by simply 
changing our mindset. Look to the things that come from 
above. 

· Studying and Applying Scripture: Continuously study 
and apply the teachings of the Bible. God’s Word 
provides wisdom, guidance, and comfort while 
navigating life’s changes. 

· Finding Purpose in Serving Others: Galatians 5:13 
encourages service: “For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another” (ESV). Engaging in service can bring 
fulfillment and perspective during times of change. 
When our focus leaves the self and shifts to fellow 
believers in the body of Christ we become more like our 
Elder Brother who came to serve rather than be served. 

“ Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:23-25 ESV)  

Remember, as followers of Christ, our foundation lies in 
the unchanging love and sovereignty of God. Through 
faith, trust, and resilience rooted in Biblical teachings, we 
can navigate the shifting landscapes of life with hope and 
perseverance especially as we come together in the 
household of faith. Now more than ever, we need each 
other more than ever to endure to the end.   
 

 
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From the West Meadow A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins 

Change is always with us. From the moment we 
are born until the day we die, we never cease to 
change. So why is change so hard? We grew up with 
our own understanding of the way things ought to be. 
We now face a world that seems to have gone crazy. 
The changes in technology, though perplexing and at 
times difficult, are easy compared to the changes in 
morality that we are forced to deal with. This world, 
in dishonoring God and rejecting Him “God also 
gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their 
hearts, to dishonor their bodies themselves”, they 
have, “exchanged the truth of God [think here the 
male and female genders] for the lie” (Romans 1:24-
25).  

So, as a Christian, how do we deal with change? 
Jude, the brother of James and the half-brother of 
Jesus, in his letter to the saints, exhorts the saints to 
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
defined to them in Jude 3. Our “common salvation” 
rests in our remaining faithful to our calling to the 
end of our lives, despite all the change going on 
around us. Jesus, in His discussion with the disciples 
about “the end of the age” (Matthew 24:3), warned 
about the lawless times and real love growing cold. 
“But”, He adds, “he who endures to the end shall be 
saved” (Matthew 24:12-13). The realization of this 
message, spoken 2,000 years ago, is not that we must 
endure to the end of the age – but that we must 
endure to the end of our life.  

The key to that endurance is watching (see 
Matthew 24:42). Jesus went on to describe the end 
times as being like the days of Noah when “the 
wickedness of man was great...and that every intent 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” (Genesis 6:5). The “watching” Jesus 

was most concerned about was our relationship with 
Him. “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts 
be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and 
cares of this life...Watch therefore, and pray always 
that you may be counted worthy...to stand before the 
Son of Man” (Luke 21:34-36).  

The author of the Book of Hebrews writes about 
this endurance in the faith. “But recall the former 
days in which, after you were illuminated [accepted 
Christ and received the Holy Spirit], you endured a 
great struggle with suffering” (Hebrews 10:32). Our 
life in Christ is full of trials and testing of our faith as 
God brings us into a relationship with Him. We 
endure through struggles and plundering of our 
goods, sometimes even “joyfully...knowing that you 
have a better and an enduring possession [reward] 
for yourselves in heaven. Therefore do not cast away 
your confidence [in Christ], which has great reward. 
For you have need of endurance, so that after you 
have done the will of God, you may receive the 
promise” (Hebrews 10:34-36). Our endurance in faith 
is built upon the fact that even though everything 
around us is in constant change our God, our Savior, 
“the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12.2) 
does not change (Hebrews 13:8) and promises “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).  

The promise, in this case, the receiving of the 
Holy Spirit which leads to eternal life, is to us, our 
children, and “to all who are afar off, as many 
as...God will call” (Acts 2:39). In Revelation 17:14, 
at the return of Jesus Christ to this earth, it is the 
called, chosen, and faithful who will return with Him. 
Those who endure to the end, are called by God, 
choose to accept that calling, and are faithful, 
enduring to the end.  

 

Keith William Endecott 
Keith William Endecott, 83, of Kuna, Idaho, passed away on December 18, 2023. He 
was born on February 28, 1940, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

He had numerous hobbies. He enjoyed metal-working as well as woodworking. He also 
loved the outdoors, camping with family, music, worship, as well as being an elder at 
his church. His service to the General Council included using his welding skills as well as 
singing specials at Campmeeting. 

He was a lifelong member of the Church of God 7th Day. He had a great love for the 
Lord and his family. Keith is survived by his loving wife, Fern Marie Endecott, his 

daughters Shauna Estep (Dwayne) and Julie Lang (Richard), his sister Linda Sue Asher of Iowa, and his 
grandchildren Chelsea Moran, Ashley Soares, Nichole Estep, Brock Thompson, Drew Thompson, Bryce 
Lang, and Jace Lang, as well as seven great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his father, Mellville Harrison Endecott, his mother, Viola Gladys Endecott, 
his sister Doris Ann Carper, his brother Floyd Wayne Endecott, his daughter Janice Thompson Diffendaffer, 
and his granddaughter Elisabeth Estep. 
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THE BIBLE 
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of 
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it 
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired 
revelation of God.  

GOD 
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called 
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always 
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and 
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free 
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave 
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose. 

JESUS 
Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man, 
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully 
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning 
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s 
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and 
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children. 

HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at 
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by 
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and 
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and 
purposes. In the New Testament God’s Spirit worked the divine 
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit 
guided the development of the early church and the spreading 
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit 
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement, 
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human 
limitations. 

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for 
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the 
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing 
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He 
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday 
evening. 

STATE OF THE DEAD 
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting 
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During 
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of 
God’s family will become immortal and those who have 
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time. 

MAN’S CONDITION 
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s 
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in 
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is 
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for 
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their 
own reverse this separation. 

MAN’S SALVATION 
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His 
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into 
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling 
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and 
accepts inclusion to live in God’s family. God’s family will live 
eternally. 

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION  
God created people to live as members of His family, which 
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy 
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those 
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on 
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose 
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire 
that people love each other more than desire for self. The 
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a 
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of 
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual 
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living. 

THE CHURCH 
God designed creation for people to live in connected 
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God 

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other 
people. The church is the primary community designed by God 
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is 
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s 
followers. The church is not only the local believer communities 
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow 
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish 
God’s work. Individual church communities are human 
organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the 
local group and enables it to do God’s work. Such local 
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and 
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common 
objectives establishes connection between individual churches. 

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the 
relationship of individuals to God: 
a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God 

expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His 
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the 
church community. 

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the 
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of 
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread 
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and 
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had 
commemorated the Jewish Passover. 

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and 
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus’s 
instruction to serve each other. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY  
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous 
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable 
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience 
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into 
his family. 

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as 
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and 
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but 
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love 
for creation. 

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses 
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When 
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New 
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers 
located in all nations. 

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING 
Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual 
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and 
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and 
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God, 
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept 
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the 
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing. 

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND  
THE KINGDOM OF GOD  

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up 
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations 
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will 
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the 
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home 
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from 
sin and the curse of death.  

SIGNS OF THE TIMES  
We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of 
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will 
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities 
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing 
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of 
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those 
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His 
offer of reconciliation to all.  

Summary of Our Statement of Belief 



 

 

General Council Churches of God, 
(Seventh Day), Inc. 
1827 W 3rd Street 
Meridian ID 83646-1653 

Non-Profit Organization 
PAID 

Permit Number 25  
Meridian, Idaho 

Contact us: by Mail Phone: (208) 888-3380 E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org 
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org 

Campmeeting July 1-6, 2024 
Please pray for the planning of this event. If you are feeling 

led to volunteer or teach, please contact our office! 
Mark your calendars! We hope to see you here. 

mailto:adminasst@cogpublishing.org
http://www.actsforgod.org/

