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President’s Letter
September 2023

Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
I pray that all who are reading this are well.

The Board of Directors continues to work at meeting the needs of the body. We are working on some
maintenance needs on the Council grounds. Praise to God that our facilities are being used almost every
day promoting His name and works.

The 2024 campmeeting committee is being formed and will start having meetings in the next couple of

months. If you are interested in being on the committee, please reach out to Sophia or Sheryl.

There is a lot of fear in the world these days. Joel 2:21 states:
“Fear not, O land;
Be glad and rejoice.
For the Lor d has done marvelous things!”
Remember that the Lord is always there for us. Trust in Him and He will provide.

May God bless all of you.

Earl Rice

President

General Council Churches of God,
(Seventh Day)
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From the West Meadow

As Christians, we have been called into a
relationship with God. This is not of ourselves, “lest
anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:9). Jesus tells us
that it is the Father Himself who “draws” us to a
relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. See John
6:44 and John 14:6. It is hard to imagine or
understand what Jesus is saying here — God the
Father, the supreme being in the universe — personally
called us by name into a relationship with Him.

Of course, having free will means we have the
choice whether to accept the calling or not; God will
not force us. We also have the choice of how deep
that relationship will go. The parable of the ten
virgins in Matthew 25 is a good example of choice.
All ten were given the Holy Spirit — represented by
the oil — at baptism. The five foolish ones chose not
to take extra oil — not to keep the Holy Spirit
replenished. Christ’s response to

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

gracious. He will answer the prayer of those who
know Him, He will answer the prayers of those who
don’t know Him well, and God — in His mercy — will
answer the prayers of anyone who meekly calls out to
Him.

As Christians, we have access, through prayer, to
the very throne of God and to Jesus Christ, our High
Priest. The book of Hebrews tells us “Therefore,
brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,
and having a High Priest over the house of God, let
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith...without wavering, for He who promised is
faithful” (10:19-23).

Prayer is our direct communication with God, our
access to the power that created the universe. At its
basic level prayer is

them was “I do not know
you” (Matthew 25:10) indicating
that they had not built a personal
relationship with Him.

What can we do to avoid the
mistake the five foolish virgins
made? God has called us into

Prayer is the
starting point of our
relationship with God.

conversation with God. God
wants to know our thoughts, our
hopes, our joys, our needs, and
our desires to help others. In the
model prayer in Matthew 6,
Jesus instructed us to start with
the realization that God is a

this relationship with Him. He
initiated it, but we are responsible for making it grow,
to “work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling” (Philippians 2:12). There are five
disciplines given to us in God’s Word that we can use
to deepen our relationship with God. They are:
Prayer, Reading of the Word, Meditation, Fasting,
and Obedience.

Let’s start with Prayer; we will talk about the
other disciplines in the future. Prayer is the starting
point of our relationship with God. God is loving and

Loving Father — reminding us
that, just like a loving father, God wants the best for
us. Christ reminds us to start with worship “Hallowed
be Your name.” Not that God needs our praise — we
need to praise Him. We need to be reminded of what
He has done: His creative powers, His intervention in
our lives, His calling, His love, His redemption, and
His plan of salvation for all mankind.

Prayer is the place to start. The frequent, “‘fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16).

FOMR

.
-

As for me and m house we

will serve th

- Joshua 24:15
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Faith Without Works

Is faith dead? Yes! If it has no
good works or bears no fruit. “Even
so faith, if it hath not works, is
dead, being alone. But wilt thou
know, O vain man, that faith without
works 1s dead? For as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works 1is dead also” (James
2:17, 20, 26).

There 1is brought to view here a
living faith in contrast to a dead

one. A live faith has action, which
is doing something, working—
accomplishing something. It is a

faith that works! Otherwise, faith
is dead. As the body without the
spirit (breath of 1life) is dead, so
a professed faith without activity
is a dead faith, void and worthless.

Father of the Faithful

“By faith Abraham, when he was
tried, offered up Isaac: and he that
had received the promises offered up
his only begotten son” (Hebrews
11:17). One of the most outstanding
exhibitors of faith was Abraham. Two
important commands were given to
him, constituting two great tests of
faith. One was to leave the land of
his nativity and go to a strange
land. The other was to sacrifice his
son, Isaac, on Mount Moriah.

Out of an age of darkness, a man of
faith was found! Without hesitancy,
Abraham obeyed God. He Dbelieved in
God!

We Must Act as Though We Believe

To doubt God
faith is to
commandment of
choosing another

and fail to act on

violate the first
the decalogue,
master to serve,
apart from God. Abraham’s actions
constituted a “living faith,” a
faith “wrought by works.”

“By faith Noah, being warned of God
of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house; by the which he
condemned the world, and became heir
of the righteousness which is by
faith” (Hebrews 11:17). ©Noah had
never seen a flood, vyet he acted
with faith in God, and built an ark.
His “working faith” led to the
preparations which saved his
household.

It was a working faith that saved
Rahab when Jericho was destroyed.
The same living faith, with
obedience, saved the Hebrews in
Babylon. A sad lack of working faith
kept thousands of Israel from the
Promised Land. They died in the
wilderness, when they could have
seen the glory of God, and marched
on to victory!

Advocating Christ The Savior



Justified By Faith

There are three
justification of

factors in the
man. There is

grace, whereby God permits sinful
man to Dbecome Jjustified. “Being
Justified freely Dby his grace
through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). There
is faith, Jjustification by faith.

“Therefore we conclude that a man is
justified by faith without the deeds

of the law. Therefore Dbeing
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Romans 3:28; 5:1). Grace on
the part of God and faith on the
part of man are required for
salvation. “For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it 1is the gift of
God” (Ephesians 2:8). Faith is the
first step. This working faith
produces action, or works, which is
obedience to God’s requirements.
When all are considered—grace,
faith, obedience—God’s requirements
are met, and justification follows.

Grace and Faith Are Gifts from God

By works alone, man cannot earn
justification. If it were possible,
there would have been no need for
the sacrifice of the Son of God. We
must add love as another factor.
God’s love draws, and man responds
by a living faith. If man loves God
for the gift of salvation, he will
desire to obey Him, thus showing a
working faith, but not with the
thought of earning salvation.

If it were possible to “earn”
salvation by works, man would have a
reason for boasting of his
achievement, and the reward would be
a debt due him.

Man cannot buy salvation, nor earn
it by his works. Salvation is a gift

“faith at work,”
for God and His
life.

prompted by love
gracious gift of

Are Good Works Unclean?

The following Scripture 1is often
quoted to show that good works are
not important, and that a profession
of belief in Christ is the only
thing necessary: “But we are all as
an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and
our iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away” (Isaiah 64:6). This
text does not teach that good works

are as “filthy rags,” but that our
former 1life, without Christ, was
unclean.

Nothing could be further from the

truth than to say that the Bible
teaches good works to be as “filthy
rags.” If it were so, why then did
Jesus say, “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see vyour
good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16)7?
Evil works are as “filthy rags,” not
good ones.

“Good works” are a necessary part of
Christian 1living. They qguicken our

faith, for “faith without works is
dead.” Therefore, God does not
consider our good works as “filthy

rags.”
A Rebellious People

Isaiah 64:6 was referring to people
who regarded their evil deeds as
righteousness. He was describing a
wicked people, a rebellious people,
walking in their ways. He said they

“sacrificed in gardens,” and “burned
incense upon altars of brick,” ate
“swine's flesh,” and that the “broth

of abominable things” was in their

vessels.

which man can either accept or They would say, "“Come not near me
reject. Acceptance comes through for I am holier than thou.” Their
“faith” in God’s gift. Obedience is works which they counted as
6 July/August 2023 ACTS



“righteousnesses” were evil—not
good. Their sinful works, which they
sought to justify as righteousnesses
were as “filthy rags.”

These people were going contrary to
the commands of God. Among other
transgressions and abominations,
they sacrificed in gardens (to false
gods), contrary to God’s will; they
considered themselves too holy to
associate with others or to be loyal
only to Jehovah. This was what the
prophet referred to when he said
“...all our righteousnesses are as
filthy rags.”

The Bible says: “Let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and
good works” (Hebrews 10:24). It does
not say that we should “consider one
another to provoke unto love and a
clothing of filthy rags.” It is true
that good works alone will not save

us! But salvation and “good works”
are 1inseparable. Faith, repentance
and obedience are a part of “good
works,” and these are never “filthy
rags!”

The Bible does say this: “Not by

works of righteousness which we have

done, but according to his mercy he
saved us” (Titus 3:5), but it does
not say that Dbecause works of
righteousness do not save us, they

are “filthy rags.”
A Pattern of Good Works

“In all things shewing thyself a
pattern of good works: in doctrine
shewing uncorruptness, gravity,

sincerity.” This also is in favor of
good works.
that

“In like manner
(godly) women

also,
adorn

Contact our office fc
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themselves...with good works”
(I Timothy 2:9, 10 emphasis added).
Disciples will be adorned with good
works, resulting from a sound
spiritual condition of the heart.

The people whose “righteousnesses”
were “filthy rags” were not people
who were living according to the Law
of God! They observed and followed
their own sinful ways. They offered
as righteousness a man-made,
(apostate) religion, and claimed to
be holier than other people. This
was the filthiness in God’s sight,
but obedience to the Law of God 1is
not “filthy rags.”

Show Me Thy Faith

James challenged anyone to show
their faith without works. “Yea, a
man may say, Thou hast faith, and I
have works: shew me thy faith
without thy works, and I will shew
thee my faith by my works” (James
2:18). This was to say that such
people had no living faith! He said,

“I will shew thee my faith by my
works.”

Be Rich In Good Works

“"That they do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to
distribute, willing to
communicate” (I Timothy 6:18). This

was what Paul said on how to be
truly rich. In view of all that the
Scriptures state concerning faith
and good works, it is evidently that
they go together in Christian
living—that “living faith brings
good works.”

(All scripture in this article is

from the King James Version.)
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Ming Po Goes to School

Ming Po lived in a town in China where there
were many soldiers. There were soldiers at
almost every street corner, and Ming Po didn’t
like to go to school because sometimes they
laughed at him or teased him. Another reason
Ming Po didn’t like to go to school was because
the teacher told the children that it was silly to
believe in God or to believe in Jesus. Ming Po
knew that this was not true. He loved Jesus just
as his father and mother did. He knew many
Bible verses and used to go to Sabbath School
every Saturday morning until the soldiers came.
After that, there wasn’t any Sabbath School
because teachers weren’t allowed to be there.
The soldiers told the teacher to go home and not
to teach the children about Jesus.

One day when Ming Po was in school the
teacher asked the children how many of them
used to go to Sabbath School. Many put up their
hands. Then the teacher asked how many still
went. None of them put up their hands. “That is
good,” said the teacher. “It is not good to go to
Sabbath School, because there they teach you
about Jesus. Sabbath School is a bad place.”

“But, teacher,” said Ming Po, “I think
Sabbath School is a very good place because it
teaches us to love Jesus, and Jesus is our Savior.
He died for our sins.”

The room became very quiet and the children
were frightened because of what Ming Po had
said. They knew that the teacher didn’t want to
hear about Jesus.

The teacher said, “Ming Po, do you love
Jesus?”

“Yes,” said Ming Po.

“Then,” said the teacher, “you can stand in
that corner, Ming Po, until you learn better!” It
was about nine-thirty in the morning when Ming
Po had to go and stand in the corner. He had to

stay there all the rest of the morning; he couldn't
go home for lunch but had to stay in the corner
all during the lunchtime and all afternoon, even
during recess. He got very, very tired standing
there, but the teacher would not let him sit down.

When the teacher finally let him go home,
Ming Po went home to tell his mother and father
what had happened. They already knew because
some of the other children had told them.

“Ming Po,” said his father, “someday the
soldiers may come and take me away because I
love the Lord Jesus. We must be strong and
brave and trust God. I am very proud of you for
what you have done today. You have proved that
you really love the Lord Jesus, and Jesus is
watching over you. Jesus is very happy. No
matter what they do to you, remember that Jesus
loves you.”

Since then, other things have happened to
make Ming Po very sad, but he always
remembers that Jesus loves him.

Children should pray for other children. Will
you pray for children around the world?
Scripture Verse to Ponder:

Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and
be exceedingly glad, for great is your
reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the

prophets who were before you.
—Matthew 5:11-12

Questions:
1. Did the soldiers want the children to go to
Sabbath School?

2. Was Ming Po afraid to say he loved Jesus?
3. Do you think you should pray for the children
in in other countries?

(Edited from Stories for the Children’s Hour)
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The Man Upstairs
Scripture Reading: Luke 22:54-62 Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 2:12; Ezekiel 22:30

Many times we hear the expression “The man upstairs” when discussing
God. I often ask who the man upstairs is? For some reason the person in
question will turn bright red and whisper, “you know...the Lord.” Why all
the secrecy? The reason is many are ashamed, embarrassed and afraid to even
say the names God and Jesus.

When Jesus was on earth, He declared that even back then it was a
wicked and sinful generation. Is this generation any better? Therefore, to be
ashamed of our Lord is a terrible thing. Just think of all the things God and
Jesus have done for us. If anyone should be ashamed it would have to be God
and Jesus when they look upon sinful man.

The main problem is many try to fit in with the world and also want to
stand in the gap for God. This is not possible. God wants full-time help in His
vineyard not just part-time Christians. We therefore need to be seven-day
Christians instead of just seventh-day Christians. By living a life of holiness,
we can let our light shine and maybe even help deliver someone from the
power of darkness. Sure, we may have to receive persecution when we make
our stand, but it will be well worth it in the end. One thing is for certain, if we
stand in the gap while on this earth, the Lord will not be ashamed of us when
He comes.

1. Why is it important that we make our stand? Luke 12:8-9; Mark 8:38.
2. How should we live our daily lives? Psalm 119:46; Matthew 5:16;

2 Timothy 1:8.

3. Should we ever be afraid to make our stand? 1 Peter 3:13-14; Matthew

11:6; Matthew 10:32-33.

4. Why is it hard to make a stand for some? Matthew 10:16-23; Matthew

24:9-10.

5. Why didn’t the parents of the man who was born blind make their stand?

John 9:22.

6. How might some think of you when you make your stand? 1 Peter 4:3-4;

1 John 3:13.

7. What will happen to those who were martyred for making a stand for

Jesus? Revelation 20:4.

8. In the Parable of the Sower, which one has trouble in making a stand?

Matthew 13:20-21.

9. Could we help bring someone to the Lord by making our stand? James

5:19-20. Page 8

Behold the Bridegroom Cometh!!

Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 Memory Verse: Isaiah 52:1-2

On television or on the radio, almost everywhere one goes to hear the
Word of God, preachers and teachers are proclaiming that Jesus will return.
There are many however, teaching their flocks not to look for His coming in
the near future. When we look into Bible prophecy, we cannot really make an
assumption such as this.

The only thing we can assume is that the warning is going out to all today
which is, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh” (Matthew 25:6, KJV) The sad
thing about it is, how many Christians are preparing themselves for Jesus’
imminent return? People are preparing themselves for everything else except
for this special event. Perhaps a healthy goal would be each night to reflect
upon our day and how much time we spent on preparing ourselves. Our
memory verse depicts the present-day conditions of Christianity. The church
needs awakening. She needs to be delivered from the captivity of the way of
darkness and the world. Many are repeating the words of the man in Jesus’
parable who tore down his barns and planned to build greater. How often
have we heard those same words, “Take thine ease, eat, drink, and be
merry” (Luke 2:19, KJV) Whether or not we will be alive or not when the
Lord comes, one thing is for sure, those who will partake of that marriage
supper will be ready.

Let us even now prepare ourselves that when the Bridegroom comes our
robes will be pure and white, washed in the blood of the Lamb. Perhaps then
our attitude can be even as John’s in Revelation 22:20, “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus” (KJV).

1. As we look around today in the Christian world, can we see a difference
between today and the days in Jesus’ time? Matthew 16:2-3.

2. Are there preparations that must be made before His coming? 2 Peter
3:11-14; Ephesians 5:14-17; Luke 21:34-36; Zephaniah 2:1-3; Joel
2:11-13.

3. Could the coming of Jesus be sooner than we think? Romans 13:11-14;

1 Thessalonians 5:1-8.

Will there be many scoffers in the last days? 2 Peter 3:3-7.

What kind of day will it be like? 2 Peter 3:9-10; Zephaniah 1:14-15; Joel

2:1-2.

6. What kind of people is the Lord looking for when He comes back?

2 Peter 3:14; Ephesians 5:25-27.

What will God’s people be arrayed in? Revelation 19:7-9; Isaiah 61:10.

Is this invitation being sent to the people today and what is their reaction?

Matthew 22:1-14.

9. What should our attitude be concerning Jesus’ second corning? Luke
12:35-48; Revelation 22:20.
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Meditation Upon God’s Word
Scripture Reading: Psalm 1 Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 2:15

The Bible, which contains the main ingredients for eternal life, also
records history, explains and defines spiritual rules and principles of God,
foretells the destiny of the world, and the rewards of the saints. The Lord
went to great lengths to inspire men to write His Word. Within this Word, lies
the only plan for salvation as well as all the instructions we need to live a
holy life. Yet, few people take the time to become thoroughly acquainted
with its teachings.

All men and women that are God’s children should depend on the Bible
for direction. We should realize that our greatest asset in the battle with sin is
knowledge of God’s Word.

1. How will the study of God’s Word benefit us? Psalm 119:11-16; Psalm

119:97-105.

2. How important is the knowledge of God’s truth? Hosea 4:6;

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12.

3. Why is it important that we understand God’s Word? 2 Timothy 2:15;

1 Peter 3:15.

4. How is this knowledge acquired? Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-3.

5. What other source of assistance is available to us in our search for
wisdom? James 1:5.

6. What did Jesus admonish the people in His day to do? John 5:39.

7. What were the people in Berea commended for by Paul and Silas? Acts

17:10-12.

8. Why did Daniel feel the necessity for deep Bible study? Daniel 9:1-3.
9. What was Paul’s admonition to Timothy? 1 Timothy 4:13-16.
10. How will a knowledge of God’s word enable us to live righteous lives?

Psalm 119:11; Psalm 37:30-31.

God states that those who love not the truth and who lack knowledge will
be destroyed. Can we lightly brush aside our need to diligently study God’s
Word?

Page 6

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

“Blessed Are the Pure in Heart”
Scripture Reading: Psalm42  Memory Verse: Matthew 5:8
All the operations of human life are centered in our hearts. The heart is
the center of man’s spiritual life as well as his physical life.
Our feelings towards God, His Son, ourselves, our spouse, our children,
the neighbors, and even our enemies, are centered in our hearts.

1. The heart is the center of what characteristics or feelings?

A. Is it the center of man’s spiritual life? Deuteronomy 6:5;
Deuteronomy 8:14; Deuteronomy 11:13-18.

B. Is it the center of love and affection? 2 Samuel 15:1-6, 13; Mark
12:30-33; Proverbs 4:23.

C. Is it also the center of hatred? Leviticus 19:16-18; 2 Samuel 6:16;
Matthew 9:4.

D. Is our joy in the heart? Judges 16:25; Proverbs 15:13-15.

E. Isit also the center of sorrow? Proverbs 15:13; Psalm 102:4; John
14:1, 27.

F. Is the heart full of wisdom? Exodus 28:3; Exodus 31:6; Exodus
35:35; Acts 28:27.

G. Is the heart filled with the Spirit of God or with the presence of
Satan? Luke 6:45; Matthew 9:4; Matthew 12:43-45.

2. What is promised to those who have a pure heart? Matthew 5:8.

3. Who were some that wanted to see the Father? Exodus 33:18-20; John
14:8-9; John 12:45; Colossians 1:15, 26- 28.

4. Was Job pure in heart? Job 1:1-3.

A. A. How did Job say he would see God? Job 19:23-27.

5. Will we see the King of Kings if we have a pure heart? Proverbs 22:11;
1 Timothy 6:14-15; Revelation 1:5; Revelation 17:14, Revelation
19:16.

6. When will all the pure in heart see God the Father? 1 Corinthians
15:23-28.

Page 3
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Advocating Christ The Savior



Daughters of the King

Greetings sisters,
God bless you and your families.

This July at the annual DOK meeting and lunch, we were blessed by Cynthia Hennings sharing. She has
agreed to share her notes with all of you. I pray you are as blessed as [ was.

A prayer request was sent to us from the women in Rwanda. The DOK ladies there have asked us to pray
for travel mercies and that they get the funding to attend a conference on September 15, 2023. They expect
about 200 to attend. I hope they will send us a report that we can share during the next issues.

God’s blessing and thanks for all you do in your local churches and areas. Send us reports of what each

of you are doing.
Linda

Tf@ﬁSUf@ Of {/7(9 Heaff by Cynthia Stucker-Hennings

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.” (Matthew 6:21 KJV)

This is a short verse. Probably so short that we
don’t give it the full and deep merit of meditation and
study that it deserves.

Today we are going to dig into this more by
discussing definitions of ‘“heart” and “treasure,”
along with how to apply them to our daily lives. To
do this, we will be using the only trustworthy source
of authority: the living and active Word of God.
When we do this daily, we are interacting with and
building a relationship with the Lord, as well as
storing it in our hearts. This also allows Him to
determine our doctrinal and dogmatic beliefs instead
of allowing them to define our Bible like many
religions today.

This article will not lay everything out for you. It
will require your personal effort to look up the listed
scriptures and personally reflect and implement any
needed changes moving forward. One thing that I
have learned in multiple decades of leading women's
ministry is this: “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and
I remember. Involve me and I learn.” While reading,
I urge you to have your Bible, a piece of paper, and a
pen. Physical Bibles are intimate face time with the
Lord, where you can make notes and have a more
personal conversation with the King of kings.

Let’s begin the study by taking a look at the
definition of “treasure”: Something of great worth or
value. To keep as precious, cherish. To collect or
store up for future use (Merriam Webster). Now let’s
look at Proverbs 2:1-10 to see how treasure is defined
in the Bible. While reading, please circle the words
“heart” and “treasure” when you see them in this
passage and all of the following listed verses.

The other word that we are focusing on is “heart.”
The Bible speaks about the heart 762 times
throughout the OIld and New Testament, which
makes it an important subject matter. The first verse
we will visit is Genesis 6:5, “And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually” (KJV). See also, Mark 7:21-23
and Jeremiah 17:9-10.

To learn how to keep our hearts from being
overcome by our sin nature, let’s start by turning to
Proverbs 4:23, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life” (KJV). See also,
Colossians 3:15-16 and John 17:17.

What else does the Word say about the heart? We
need look no farther than the words of Jesus Christ
Himself in Mark 12:30-31, “And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength:
this is the first commandment. And the second is like,
namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
There is none other commandment greater than
these” (KJV). Let me reiterate the last part of Jesus’
words; “There is none other commandment greater
than these.” Sometimes it’s easy to get caught up in
the legalism of the 10 Commandments and forget that
these two, according to Jesus, are greater than them.
When we honor these two, every other
commandment is covered.

Let’s look at what Luke 6:45 says about our
individual hearts. “A4 good man out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is
good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is evil; for out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh” (KJV).
Here we clearly see that whatever is in our hearts
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comes out of our mouths. So how do we find out
exactly what treasure is within each of our own
hearts?

To answer this question, we first need to reflect
inwards. Let’s begin with the following questions,
and make sure to write down your answer before
moving onto the next.

e What do I treasure in my heart?

e Do my everyday words align with that

treasure?

e Would the people in my life, (friends, family,
people in my congregation, even strangers I
interact with) say that my everyday words
align with that treasure?

Let’s reflect a little deeper now.

Have you ever spoken or even thought about
anyone, (including yourself) in a way that doesn’t
align with what you said the treasure of your heart is?
If yes, explain why.

Does the treasure of your heart align with Jesus’
two commandments that you should “love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength,” and:
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”?! (Mark
12:30-31 KJV). If no, explain why.

Have you stopped to ponder the truth of this
expression, “We, as individuals, judge other people
based on their words and actions and not their heart’s
intentions, yet we judge ourselves based on our
heart’s intentions and not our own words or actions.”
It’s true, isn’t 1t? It shouldn’t be that way, but sadly it
is and that is a double standard, which makes us
hypocrites. When our behavior is hypocritical, we are
being double minded. Here is what God’s Word says
about double mindedness in James 1:8, “4 double
minded man is unstable in all his ways” (KJV). See
also, Proverbs 21:2; Ecclesiastes 5:2; Matthew 12:36-
37.

These verses are God’s heart of love for you
because He wants His best for you and all those that
He has placed on your path and in your life. Proverbs
3:12 says, “For whom the Lord Iloveth he
correcteth” (KJV). Sometimes we must feel the sting
of Godly sorrow, which is conviction by the Holy
Spirit within us moving us to positive Godly changes,
a positive Godly heart, and positive Godly words.

We need to continually pause and reflect on the
treasure within our hearts. We must acknowledge,
admit, apologize, and repent for the ugliness of sin in
our hearts toward ourselves and others.

Sometimes when trying to get our point across to
others, we go about it the wrong way. Often we want
to get across the sharp point of our words into their
heads instead of softly using our words to impact

their hearts. It would do us well to remember before
speaking that if we can capture their hearts they are
more likely to listen to our point. Are your words
sharp or soft?

Hold fast, there is hope if you feel discouraged.
We can change! We’ve already determined that this
can be done through daily spending our time in and
searching the Word of God and storing it in our
hearts. This alone is not enough though. We also need
to have a more profound understanding of our
identity in the Word.

Let’s turn to Genesis 1:27; “So God created man
in His own image; in the image of God He created
him; male and female created He them.” You, along
with every single person you will ever see in your
entire life, are created in the image of God. Thus, our
worth is of infinite value because our identity is in
God. Our identity is deeper than how we each look
and act because our value is in the fullness of God.
Our value is a treasure to God and worth the precious
blood of Jesus Christ. That is motivation to change!

When it comes to the people in our lives that God
has blessed us with, our words toward and about them
matter. We must build up, not tear down. We must
encourage, not discourage. We must appreciate, not
take for granted. Let’s look at what scripture says
about our words, “But those things which proceed out
of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they
defile the man” (Matthew 15:18 KJV) See also James
3:9-10; Proverbs 15:1; 18:2.

It is in this moment when, if we have truly
accepted Jesus Christ into our hearts as Lord &
Savior, that we will feel the conviction from the Holy
Spirit (with whom we are sealed), for any un-
Christlike, unkind, or ungracious things that we’ve
said and done. The beauty of a repentant heart is
God’s grace which covers all of us with the priceless
treasure of Jesus Christ’s shed blood, and offers
salvation to anyone who asks. That is God’s heart for
us all! “He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth
up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3 KJV). See also James
4:8; Isaiah 43:18-19a; Psalm 19:14; Psalm 51:10;
Ezekiel 11:19.

True and active faith in our Savior transforms. If
our lives, attitudes, behaviors, hearts, and words
remain unchanged, then we truly do not believe the
truths that we claim to believe. Let the living faith
that we profess with our words transform the treasure
of our hearts through Christ Jesus, and let it start
today.

Heavenly Father, let the words which overflow
from the treasure within our hearts bless us, bless
others and especially bless your holy name. Amen.

FOR

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Headquarters Happenings

Where there is no guidance the people fall,
Sept/ Oct 2023 But in abundance of counselors there is victory.
By Sophia Fleming Proverbs 11:14 NASB95
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

We pray this finds you well!

We were so blessed again by Campmeeting. We enjoyed lots of teaching and fellowship this year and the Business
meeting ended with some exciting directives for us. From concrete pads for tent camping to reestablishing Bible classes
for ministerial certification, we are excited to get to work!

We have been gifted with four quarterly-styled Bible studies from the Shiloh Church of God in Hyattsville,
Maryland; each with a teacher’s guide! The first of these studies is on the Fruits of the Spirit and will be sent out for the
fourth quarter of 2023. By the end of September, it should be available on our Digital Studies page and to order from our
ACTSforGod.org Study Store.

We’ve had some exciting developments in translating our material into the national language of Rwanda, which is
Kinyarwanda. Brother Leonidas was able to find a local Christian translator who has been working with him to translate
our material. This project, funded from our Foreign Postage Fund, has allowed us to assist in the purchase of a computer
and printer for the work, as well as to pay for the translator and miscellaneous office supplies. This is truly a blessing for
the work there since English is not as well known in Rwanda as it is in Kenya. The added benefit is that the common
language in Burundi is so similar to Kinyarwanda that these studies will also benefit the teaching there. From time to
time, we have used the foreign postage funds for projects like this that allow us to bypass the need to mail material to a
foreign country and help our brothers and sisters to fund the translating and printing of our materials in-country. This not
only saves in shipping costs, it also helps directly support those who are in-country doing the work.

Some of you may not know that the Board of Directors voted several years ago to set aside 10% of all rents received
for usage of our facilities for foreign postage and an additional 10% for major repairs and upgrades for the facilities. The
cost of sending even one ACTS magazine to a foreign country can cost the Council at least $10 USD and the price has
gone up considerably over the years. The 10% of rents for foreign postage was a way for the Council to tithe from the
rents received for the use of our facilities. We know from Numbers 18:26-32 that it is Biblical for a tithe to be paid from
the tithe that was given to the priests, so it was a logical progression for the Council to tithe as well. The Lord has
blessed these resources and it is a blessing to be able to find ways to share these blessings!

We are excited about what this year holds for the Council. We are receiving more and more correspondence though
our ACTSforGod.org website and we are starting to grow in such a way that we feel it would be good to expand to have
a team who could work together to ensure that we don’t lose connections with our brothers and sisters outside the USA.
This team could also help to coordinate any future mission trips by the Council to the mission field outside the United
States. If you would be interested in being part of the team, please join us October 30" at 7:00 p.m. MDT for a meeting
to discuss the formation of this team. For more information and a Zoom link, please contact our office by email at
Office@ACTSforGod.org or by phone at +1 208-888-3380.

We are also looking into creating educational classes for Biblical studies. The Maranatha College was foundational
for many who wanted a deeper understanding

of the Word of God. It has always been a desire — -
to see these studies begin again and with the Aug—2023 Beginning Ending
political climate in Kenya, the need for Balance Balance
certification in Biblical Studies may be critical | pasionated Funds
for the Kingdom work there to continue. We g -
are currently in the beginning stages of Building Fund 5,103.60 1,257.81
mapping out what the Lord would like us to do Campmeeting Fund 1,053.36 731.52
to assist in this area. We ask that you pray with Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00
us that the Lord will guide us in this endeavor —
and that, through His Spirit, we can quickly Missions 18,913.12 18187.00
make this a reality. Park Fund 1,500.00 3,960.00
As always, thank you for your prayers. | Funds for Operating Expenses
Your support through prayer is crucial for us to
continue to do His work here. Know that we General Fund 7,319.94 6,939.06
are praying for all of you as well! Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 1,105.98 229.26
Blessings, Average Monthly General Expenses
sf for Fiscal Year 2022/2023 = $10,150.00
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Fall, the Great Harvest Season

Do you not say, ‘There are yet four
months, then comes the harvest’? Look, 1
tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the
fields are white for harvest.

(John 4:35, ESV)

As good and faithful servants, we know that our high
calling is to bring in the sheaves. The fields being “white
for harvest” tells us that people are ready to receive the
message of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, repent, and
respond to it. Just as crops are ready to be gathered when
they turn white, people’s hearts are ready for a spiritual
transformation that can only come after being exposed to
the truth. We live in a world that continues to drift farther
and farther from God. We have been called to be a light in

a dark place.
This passage is set in the context of a Samaritan town,
and Jesus has just engaged in a transformative

conversation with a Samaritan woman at a well (John 4:1-
30). The mention of the fields being “white for harvest”
symbolizes the breaking down of barriers between
different groups of people as they respond to the Gospel
message. We must be willing to harvest where the grain is
ripe.

Jesus is urging His disciples to recognize the
opportunity at hand and to actively engage in spreading the
message of salvation. The disciples are being called out of
their comfort zone to see beyond their immediate
circumstances and to embrace their role in bringing others

by Byron Lee Sanchez

to faith. We must also recognize opportunities to spread
the good news of the coming kingdom of God and give
our own personal testimony of how Christ living within us
has changed our lives.

Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap steadfast love;

break up your fallow ground, for it is the time to seek

the Lord, that he may come and rain righteousness
upon you. (Hosea 10:12, ESV)

There are many stages involved in growing a spiritual
crop that is harvestable—including plowing fallow ground
and waiting for the rain of righteousness. No one of us is
responsible for doing it all, but all of us are responsible for
doing our part. We cannot neglect any part of the growing
process and expect a profitable outcome.

The timing of the fall harvest corresponds to when
crops are fully ripe and ready to be gathered. Similarly, the
concept of harvesting souls suggests that there is a timing
element to salvation, with individuals being “ripe” and
ready for salvation at different points in their lives. We
cannot expect a tiny sprout to have mature fruit, or a baby
Christian to be fully mature yet. Growing and overcoming
are both dynamic processes that cannot be rushed, yet
harvesting cannot be delayed or the crops are wasted.

We see prophetic events looming on the horizon in the
media and the news. We have an obligation to warn the
world as we see the day approaching. When times get
tough, we can expect a Spiritual Awakening and an
increased willingness to embrace the message of Jesus.
This willingness may be brought about by various factors
that include the preparation work of previous ministries,
changing times, hardships, and the work of the Holy
Spirit.

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the

Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit

of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the

early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

(James 5:7-8, ESV)

Agriculture requires patience and persistence as
farmers wait for their crops to become established and
grow to maturity. Likewise in Christianity, believers are
encouraged to be patient and persistent in their efforts to
share the message of salvation, knowing that the “harvest”
may take time. We must trust in God’s perfect timing.

Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!

He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his

sheaves with him. (Psalm 126:5-6, ESV)

The idea of reaping what we sow applies. In
agriculture, the quality of the harvest is directly influenced
by the quality of the seeds and care given to the crops. The
outcome of one’s spiritual life and faith journey will affect
our eternal destiny.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38, ESV)

Harvest time is hard work and labor. Harvest time
involves a sense of community. People come together to
work in the fields and gather the crops. In Christianity,
harvesting souls should foster a sense of community as
believers work together to spread the message of salvation
and bring others into the faith. We should always rejoice
when we see another one of God’s children called, chosen,
and converted.

Fall harvest celebrations are often marked by joy,
gratitude, and feasting as the fruits of labor are realized.
Similarly, the Christian concept of the harvest is
accompanied by a sense of joy and celebration when

individuals come to faith and experience salvation.

One of the hardest parts about growing crops is the
waitint for them to mature. We must patiently endure and
be steadfast in our efforts to nourish, water, and fertilize
our congregations as we wait for them to reach maturity.
This is how we will reap a bumper crop.

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due

season we will reap, if we do not give up. (Galatians

6:9, ESV)

The Fall season with the mature crops coming out of
the fields should give us cause for reflection on the
spiritual harvest we should be participating in. The fields
are white for harvest and we should be ready to go and

reap it for the Kingdom of God.

LR

Video DVD or Audio CD plus Shipping and
Handling ($5 each or $7 for 2 disk sets)

Sermons from Campmeeting 2023

7/3/23 Roger Boone
7/4/23 Jonathan Carson
7/5/23 David DeVous

7/7/23 Wes Higgins
7/8/23 Randall Avery
7/8/23 Russ McCrea

7/6/23 Tom Kendrick
All Speakers Audio—MP3 Format (1 CD)

Classes from Campmeeting 2023

7/3/23 Randall Avery (2 disks)
7/3/23 Tom Kendrick

7/3/23 Jonathan Hicks

7/5/23 Byron Sanchez (2 disks)

Audio sermons from past years are
available on the ACTSforGod.org
website by clicking on the Biblical
Resources tab and then clicking the
Campmeeting Audio Archives link.

7/5/23 Wes Higgins
7/5/23 Steve Boone
716123 A. Joseph Sanchez
7/6/23 Steve Boone

Check out the ACTSforGod YouTube channel to watch classes and sermons

from Campmeetings 2018-2023.
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE

God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of

the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.

GOD
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave

people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.
SUS

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning

sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God's
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and

the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and

purposes. In the New Testament God'’s Spirit worked the divine

birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God'’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God's Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God'’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN’'S SALVATION
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His

design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling

sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God'’s family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION
God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God'’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the

relationship of individuals to God:

a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had
commemorated the Jewish Passover.

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus'’s
instruction to serve each other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY

The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God'’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God's will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire  g1GNS OF THE TIMES

that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH
God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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