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President’s Letter

July 2023

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Meridian Campmeeting 2023 went well.
Thank you to all of the speakers, teachers, cooks, and volunteers that helped with getting everything done.
Thank you to the Campmeeting planning committee for getting everything put together. There has been
some movement from the developers of the property next to the campgrounds. They are looking at putting
in apartment buildings on the north side of their property and then higher end stores on the south end of the
property. GOD is good and He continues to bless us as we continue to do His works. There are some plans

in the works to look into starting Maranatha College back up We ask for your prayers as we go down this
road so that we may spread the Word of

GOD through the college. If you are

interested in helping with the college or

with the planning of next years

campmeeting  please  contact  the

headquarters office. May GOD richly

bless you in all that you do.

GC Board: (top 1-r) Roger Boone;

Earl Rice , X
President Steve Boone; Earl Rice, President;
General Council Churches of God, Tom Kendrick, Vice-President; David DeVous;
(Seventh Day) (bottom 1-r) Criag Moore; Les DeSouza
2023 Annual Meeting
9:45 a.m., July 7*, 2023
Meeting Facilitator: Earl Rice, President Meeting Secretary: Sophia Fleming

Session 1:
I.  Call to Order by the President: 9:51 a.m. Scripture Reading: Isaiah 41:10
*Reading of the names on the registry. — approved by the Board Members present. m/s/c
II.  Approval of Minutes: Minutes read by Sophia Fleming. m/s/c
III. Reading of Committee Reports:
a. Daughters of the King Report: Linda Palmer, President
1. Did not elect officers last year due to by-law rules. They will have elections today, they would
also like to work on the by-law change on officer elections, etc. Purchased: Ice/water
dispenser; grass seed; lawn chairs. The auction provided $2,300 in donations. Future plans are
to continue to fund children’s classes; help Josko with internet data costs to print and translate
quarterlies, etc.; annual kitchen cleaning; continue to help with Council Campus
improvements.
b. Ministerial Council Report: Steve Boone, President
1. List of members: Steve Boone; Tom Kendrick; Les DeSouza; Wes Higgins; Rodney Boone
ii. During the past year they have had 11 meetings; 3 quarterly forums, including an in-person
one in Marceline; established Publications Committee; finished revisions to a summary of
Declaration of Beliefs for the ACTS magazine; the 2023 Annual meeting had representatives
from 3 continents and 6 countries. Gave an overview of the forums and content; noted that
these are available on our website. Future plans are to have more quarterly forums; will work
to expand efforts with improving quarterlies and publications.
c. License & Credential Committee Report: Steve Boone, Committee Member
i. List of members: Jonathan Carson; Steve Boone; Les DeSouza; Craig Moore; Denrick Rose
ii. During the last year they had 10 meetings; 4 new applicants (Randall Avery (USA); Akpan
Bassey (Nigeria); Martin Bizimana (Rwanda); Byron Sanchez (USA)), 8 licensed ministers
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were invited to be promoted to credentialed (to date 6 had confirmed that they would like to be
promoted); fielded General Council inquiries. Future plans are to continue to vet and
recommend applicants and seek out new applicants and field inquiries as they come to the
Council.
d. Youth Report: David DeVous
i.  Youth camp was held here at the Meridian campgrounds, the theme was Bound Together, and
the verse was Colossians 3:12-15. The activity was a trip to Wahooz Fun Center.
e. Treasurer’s Report: Sophia Fleming, Treasurer
i.  Approval of financials m/s/c
ii. Major change from QuickBooks to Xero accounting software due to QuickBooks changing
their billing policy. This resulted in the changing of some processes and how we process
payroll.
f. Headquarters Report: Sophia Fleming, Administrator
i.  Overview was given about the creation of custom prlntlng projects such as calendars and
journals; two quarterlies were revised, one with minor changes and one with major changes;
one new quarterly was also completed; the ACTSforGod.org website had major updates and
the Ministerial Council Portal also had updates; Randy is continuing with the digitalizing of
old campmeeting cassettes and VHS; The Bucket Ministry came to Boise in October 2022 and
the Council was able to assist in facilitating one of their meetings; an overview of the needs of
pastors outside of the US was mentioned including audio Bibles; Calvin Ledger’s outreach;
travel expenses for traveling pastors; Bible study materials in foreign languages. There is also
a growing need for proof of theological education in Kenya which has sparked the discussion
of reopening our Bible college.
g. Facﬂlty Subcommittee Report: Earl Rice, Chairman
1. Appreciation was given for how well Randy Sedlacek and Noel Stockman had kept up the
grounds and facilities over the last year. We had to replace our old ice maker with a new ice
maker, it is smaller and puts out less heat; upgrades have been made to the sprinkler system,;
will be replacing the grass between the church and MPB and MPB and Tabernacle; we’ve been
having issues getting enough irrigation water; ABF is working on creating an office in the
upstairs of the MPB, this may include new flooring and possibly adding an upstairs bathroom;
hood fan in the kitchen no longer needs to be upgraded; also, bull-horn cleanout is not needed.
An update was given on the vacant lot next to our property. Vandalism has been happening at
the north end of our property where the park is being proposed, we need new fencing for that
area. An update was given about the plans of the park planning committee, one update that was
discussed was creating a bathroom where the last RV space is located, also a covered picnic
area, etc.; we currently have 3 tenants using our facilities and have some possible opportunities
for additional usage; discussed why it may be beneficial for us to turn the front lawn into a
parking lot.
Motion to close this session and resume at 1:30 p.m. m/s/c and Randall Avery closed in prayer at 11:55 a.m.
Session 2: Opened in prayer by Byron Sanchez @ 1:40 p.m.
ii. Continued Facilities Report: Concern was raised about the wisdom of putting funds towards
the park due to the large amount of funds it will take to complete the project.
h. A Word from the President: Earl Rice
i. Stated that he appreciated Ambassador Bible Fellowship as a tenant and how that has been a
blessing. A lot of things are coming up and things that need to get done. Earl has enjoyed
working with the Ministerial Council. The issues with the Kenya G.C. are still not completely
resolved. The Ngopen orphanage in Kenya had received the remainder of the funds set aside
for the Kenya G.C. and was very transparent with the funding that they had received. They are
currently working on purchasing land for an orphan home.
*Reading of new names on the registry. 1 new name. Motion to accept - m/s/c
IV. Old Business:
a. Proposed change to Article XII regarding licensing: These changes were introduced in 2022
during the Annual Meeting and posted as per the 2022 minutes. Earl Rice read the proposed
article.
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i. Motion made to remove the 1* sentence of the 3™ paragraph. Motion dropped.
ii. Motion made that the 1*' sentence of the 3™ paragraph be “Applications will be considered as

they are received.” m/s/c

1ii. Motion made to accept Article XII By-law changes as amended. m/s/c

V. New Business:

a. Motion that the Board check the feasibility of providing tent pads in the RV area. m/s/c

*Reading of new names on the registry. No new names

VI. Reading of Acts 6:2-3 by The President and Election:

a. Acts 6:2-3 read by Earl Rice

b. Board Member Elections: (3-Year Terms) — President — Earl Rice (Term Expiring); Vice-
President — Roger Boone (Term Expiring); Don Syvanen (Term Expiring); Craig Moore (2024);

David DeVous (2024); Les DeSouza (2025); Steve Boone (2025).

i. President — Nominees: Earl Rice — No other nominees. Motion made to accept Earl Rice as
President by affirmation. m/s/c — Elected by a majority vote. — President - Earl Rice (2026)

ii. Vice-President — Nominees: Roger Boone (9); Steve Boone (declined); Tom Kendrick (10) —
Vice-President — Tom Kendrick (2026)

iii. Committeeman — Randall Avery (declined); Don Syvanen (6); Roger Boone (15) — Roger

Boone (2026)

c. Election of License & Credential Committee Members: (2-Year Terms) — Chair, Jonathan Carson
(2024); Denrick Rose (2024); Steve Boone (Term Expiring); Les DeSouza (Term Expiring); and

Craig Moore (Term Expiring).

1. Nominees — Wes Higgins;
Steve Boone; Les
DeSouza. No other

Campmeeting Cash Flow Analysis

the names by affirmation. Total Donations Received $ 11,157.00
m/s/c These members will  |Expenditures
ggzosn the committee until Maintenance (Includes Janitorial Wages) 1,723.66
VIL 2024 Campn.leeting' Meals (Includes Kitchen Staff Wages) 6,844.86
Proposed Dates July 1¥-7" Misc. 315.83
a. Motion to have camp be Progr"‘"m 667.00
July 1% -6™ since the 7" was a Supplies 460.84
typo. m/s/c Estimate for Utilities 750.00
b. 2024 Annual Meeting ; Total Expenses 10,762.19
Proposed Wednesday, July 3" Current Available Funds $  394.81
at 9:45 a.m.
i.  Proposed dates are Beginning Ending
d -
gngneSda}iaOme gr‘;‘t Jun-23 Balance Balance
45 am. or Friday, )
July 5th at(9'4)5 am (7)}’ Designated Funds
ii. 2024 Business Meeting Building Fund 2,800.00 5,103.60
will be on Wednesday, July Campmeeting Fund 1,339.92 1,053.36
3" at 9:45 a.m. Memorial Fund 950.00 450.00
VIII. Adjournment Missions 17,972.38 18,913.12
a. MlOtif)n to adj01]13rn. m/IS/C' Park Fund n/a 1,500.00
3C.(())281§%nprayer y Earl Rice @ Funds for Operating Expenses
R General Fund 9,385.47 7,319.94
(These minutes have not been approved. Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 3,259.89 1,105.98
They will be approved at the 2024 Annual Average Monthly General Expenses
Business meeting on Wednesday, July 3.) for Fiscal Year 2022/2023 = $10,150.00
Advocating Christ The Savior 5




License
&
Credential

Ministerial Council Board: (I-r) President—Steve Boone; Committee
Vice-President—Tom Kendrick; Rodney Boone;
(top right) Secretary—Wes Higgins; (bottom right) Les DeSouza

(top I-r) Chairman—Jonathan Carson, Steve Boone, Les
Ministerial Council Minutes DeSouza, (bottom I-r) Wes Higgins, Denrick Rose

2023 Ministerial Council Annual Meeting
10 a.m. MDT, Thursday, July 6, 2023

e (Call to order with prayer and Scripture
0 Opening Prayer by Steve Boone @ 10:08 a.m.
0 Scripture Exodus 34:5-9

o Attendees (Credentialed (C)): Steve Boone (C); Jonathan Carson (C); Andy Fauth (C); Tom Kendrick (C);
David Moore (C); Wes Higgins (C), Roger Boone (C).
0 Online: Basil Straker (C); Les DeSouza (C); Terry Siddens (C); Ezra Ledger (C); Denrick Rose (C);

Ambrose Okoro; Samuel Marquez; Josko Kibet

0 Licensees: Randall Avery; Byron Sanchez
0 Visitor: Lee Orth

e Review and approval of 2022 minutes — Read by Wes Higgins. A motion was made to approve as read - m/s/c
Roll Call — introduction of ministers attending (Request ministers to introduce themselves: Name; Country;
Church Name. Ask, “Did you attend the ministerial forum, and which ones. If not, was there a technical issue?
What topics would you like to see presented in future ministerial forums?”)
0 Basil Straker — had an internet issue when trying to attend forums.

Les DeSouza — attended and participated in the forums.

Byron Sanchez

Randall Avery — Living Grace, attended the last two forums — no suggestions.

Roger Boone — attended forums — no suggestions.

David Moore — attended forums — no suggestions.

Tom Kendrick — attend forums — no suggestions.

Lee Orth, visitor

Andy Fauth — did not attend forums.

Jonathan Carson attended at least two forums — no suggestions.

Ambrose Okoro — did not attend forums due to technical difficulties.

Ezra Ledger — attended and participated in forums.

Samuel Marquez, Brazil

Josko Kibet, Kenya

e Headquarter Happenings:
O Ministerial Resources on the web page
0 Shared Website updates
0 Update on Quarterly, tract and ACTS article assistance — authors are needed for articles and quarterlies.

e Information on proposed amendment of Article XII of General Council Bylaws — Proposed amendment to
License and Credentialing Procedure will be presented at General Council session this week to be voted on.

e Election — No elections in 2023. Elections for all Ministerial Council Officers (President, Vice-President, and
Secretary) will take place in 2024 for staggered terms. Noted that Steve Boone will not be eligible for re-
election, so the M/C will be looking for someone for that position.

OO0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0OOO0OO
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e Report of Publications Committee — Wes Higgins

0 Committee Members for the last year: Les DeSouza; Wes Higgins; Ezra Ledger; Steve Boone; Sophia
Fleming

0 The first meeting was held on September 13, 2022.

0 First step was to review current publications and decide what needed revised or rewritten. During the year,
the Wonders of Baptism track was edited and approved; several quarterlies were approved; the main work
has been a set of quarterlies on the Articles of Faith.

0 Added Byron Sanchez to the committee later in the year.

e New business —
0 Goals for 2023-2024 —

Quarterly study session meetings by Zoom (October and April)

Semi-annual in-person (and via Zoom) meeting of Ministerial Council. A host church is needed for the
in-person meeting. No immediate volunteers.

e Are there topic suggestions for quarterly study sessions? The following topics were suggested:
Holy Spirit working in our lives

Understanding grace and law as they pertain to our salvation

Immortality of the soul

State of the dead

Roleplaying - a primer on evangelism/discipleship

Church Leadership *

Evangelism *

Becoming an Overcomer

Fruits of the Spirit (Possibly add ways that these gifts can be used in the workforce or as an
occupation.)

How do we deal with some of the social trends? How do we help our congregants, especially the
youth, deal with these trends?

0 Shrinking churches/new members

0 How do we love the sinner and hate the sin?

OO0OO0OO0OO0O0O0OO0OO0O0

o

0 Other new business

Consider creating an App for young adults.

It was also brought up that there is interest in reopening some type of Bible school. Whether it is
Maranatha College or something else. Online most likely.

An official thank you was made to the office staff of the Headquarters for the work that Sheryl and
Sophia have done and are doing and their willingness to work on and complete the many projects that
have been presented.

Samuel Marquez of Brazil shared through Jonathan Carson that they in Brazil understood that the
investment in technology and the good use of new possibilities around social media is a priority. This
investment is not only to involve young people, who were born with broad access to these resources, but
also to reach people who live in places where we do not have a physical church building; maintaining
communion through service broadcasts and a church cellphone app. They are using benefits from Big
Tech including free software from Microsoft and Google. They have seen growth through online
courses, online worship, and preparation for the baptism of a new member through Google Meets. He
has been experiencing difficulty during the meeting due to language and internet challenges.

Josko shared some of the difficulties that are happening in Kenya. He asked for some assistance in
several areas that are facing them in their area. It was also mentioned that this is part of why we exist as
an organization to help each other locally and overseas.

A request was made that each group share their needs and successes to the others so that everyone can
have an opportunity to help and be helped.

Ambrose shared some successes and challenges in Nigeria. He has been traveling around from place to
place. It is rainy season now. Has outreach in the neighboring country, Benin. Quarterlies that were
received have been helpful. Plans to give additional feedback.

e Date and time of next annual meeting — A motion was made for July 4™, 2024, 10 a.m. MDT — m/s/c
e Adjournment with prayer — by Jonathan Carson 12:03 p.m.

(These minutes have not been approved.
They will be approved at the next Ministerial Council Meeting.)
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Grilarers copper!

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

During Campmeeting classes, the kids this year learned that God is their strength and about
where their treasure lies. Here is a word search and a coloring page they did during class.

Thank you to all of those who helped with Children’s Classes: Connie Hicks, Brittany
Boone, Katie Day, Wayne Hicks, Linda Palmer, Phyllis Dowers, Joyce Boone, Susan
Reuscher, Alethea Gray, Earl Rice, & Carl Stucker!

Things We Treasure

HBFOODRESIJISSETI PRAVER
PIE[J|R|E|T|S|I|S|[E[T|c|mM|D JESUS
I E(S|T(R|O(R|S[I|S|[S|Y[R|R e
s|o|T|F|p/o|/G|O|I|U|T|E|T|E ST
H|E[T|S|E|/T|C|N|[S|[S|D|0|0O|H HOTHER
clE[F[T[R[s|n|c[s|p[z][P|N[T g
RARSERRSRREHTO iy
U(Mm(I|o|[Y|H|Z|O0|G|A|O|E|T|MN SISTER
HIEBGOSATYETIYHF FATHER
C/LIN[I|R|S|T[D|B|E[H|O[M|E| ipes
RYDBDHCHERSBYRH

UOSLDAUAHUDATEH

YFREHTAFHIDLTIA

E/B/R/O/T/H E/R|D|E|L|R[T|R

Play this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/5793537/
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Where Are the Dead?

Scripture Reading: Job 7:1-10 Memory Verse: Ecclesiastes 9:10
Many preachers have told many of their members that when a loved one
dies, he or she goes straight to Heaven or straight to Satan’s encampment.
However, where does the Bible say that the dead go? The Bible is an all
standing truth. Let us seek to find just what our Lord says on this matter.

1. Before Job died, where did he say he would be? Job 19:25-27.

Note: There is no other place where skin worms can eat up the body except
for in the grave. Who upon this earth today was or is more righteous than
Job, whom the Lord called a perfect man in His sight.

2. What did God say He would do for His people when the Son of God
comes back? Ezekiel 37:11-14; John 5:25-29.

Note: If the people were already in Heaven when they died, why would the
Lord bring them back down to the grave so they could hear His voice? In

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18, it speaks of the dead in Christ shall rise first. If
they are not in the graves where are they? Is there a half way place to where
they stay? Not so! The Bible states that the dead in Christ shall rise first,
and those dead shall be in their graves waiting for the Lord’s calling.

3. Where does our body go when we die? Psalm 146:4; Ecclesiastes 3:20;
Psalm 104:29.

4. Do the dead know anything? Ecclesiastes 9:5-6; Psalm 146:4; Job
14:21.

5. What about the Soul? Ecclesiastes 3:19-21; Ezekiel 18:4, 20; Matthew
10:28.

6. Where did Jesus rise from? Luke 24:46; Romans 6:4; 1 Corinthians
15:15-22.

Note: Are we more righteous than Christ, who did no sin? He went to His
grave. So where will we be or go when we die? When we die the grave is
our home until Jesus comes to call our name. But He will only call those
who will or who have lived their lives for Him. 1 Thessalonians 4:16.

7. Many of us wonder why God would take our loved ones from us. Yet
do we wonder wisely? Ecclesiastes 7:15-16; 3:1-2, 17.

8.  What about the righteous? Isaiah 57:1-2.

We therefore know that being wicked we can be taken away before our
time and also being righteous we can be taken also. It all comes back to the
same thing. The dead in Christ shall rise first and the wicked shall see hell
and damnation. When a person -dies they are in their graves waiting for the

Lord’s calling and judgment. Page 8

The Backslidden Church

Scripture Reading: John 8:31-36. Memory Verse: Galatians 5:1

It is good to examine our heart’s desire. Many times in our lives, we may
find some rough spots as the children of Israel also felt. We can recall that
they would rather have been back in bondage under Egyptian rule than be
free and serve God. Backsliding was common among them just as it is among
many Christians today. Why? The answer is many are lacking a zeal to do
God’s work. Many have lost that desire they once had. Our Lord is willing to
revive us once again if we allow Him to work with us and search for Him
wholeheartedly. We must be willing to present our lives as a living sacrifice
and hold nothing back. When we consider all the many things He has done
for us and from where He has brought us from and where we are now, our
heart should be full of love and thanksgiving and especially with a desire to
live for Him. Having this knowledge, we should be careful not to slide back
into this world. Is your heart’s desire to walk side by side with your Savior?
We must set our priorities in order as Matthew 6:21 states, “For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also” (KJV).

1. Why did Israel backslide so many times? Jeremiah 2:19; 8:5-6.

2. What does the Lord compare backsliding to? Jeremiah 3:20-22;
Jeremiah 2:5.

3. What must the backslider do to come back to God? Jeremiah 3:13-14;
Isaiah 55:6-7.

4. Are things withheld from the backslider? Jeremiah 3:3; 5:25.

5. What can cause people to backslide? Deuteronomy 6:10-12;
Deuteronomy 4:23-31.

Note: The things of this world can sometimes get in the way of salvation.
The Lord has warned us about what the world has to offer. Many are
following Achan’s example and bringing the accursed things into their
home from the enemy’s camp.

6. What must be done daily to prevent backsliding? Jeremiah 15:16;
29:12-13; Proverbs 8:17; Matthew 7:7-8.

7. What trait did Paul have that would prevent backsliding? Acts 22:3;
Galatians 1:13-14.

8.  Where should our desire be? Psalm 27:4.
9. What may happen if we wait too long? Proverbs 1:22-23.

10. What did people do to show sincerity in returning to God?
Jonah 3:4-10; Nehemiah 9:1-3; Nehemiah 1:1-11; Joel 2:12-18.
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Never Alone

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-18 Memory Verse: Hebrews 13:5

At times we feel we stand alone in this crooked and perverse world.
However, God has shown us many times we are not alone. Satan would have
us think this way so he could sift us just like sifting flour. Therefore, let us all
put our trust and faith in God knowing if we but reach out, His people are
always near.

1. How did the Lord strengthen Elijah? 1 Kings 19:5-8.

2. Even though Israel sinned many times, what did God say He would do?
Ezekiel 14:22-23; Jeremiah 23:3-4.

3. Are we really ever alone? Psalm 118:6; Psalm 124; Isaiah 41:10-13.

4. Who did Jesus say was always by His side? John 8:28-30; Matthew
26:48-54. Why? John 6:38

Note: Jesus knew the Father was always near Him, as we should know.

5. What makes us feel we are alone? Jeremiah 10:19; 15:10.

Note: Self pity can keep our face hidden from the Lord.

6. How did the Lord reassure Elijah? 1 Kings 19:14, 18.

7. What reasons could God have for forsaking us? Judges 2:11-13.

8. Did the Lord forgive them? Judges 2:15, 16.

Note: This is just one of many times, because in Exodus 20:3 one of the
commandments reads, “Thou shalt have no other Gods before me” (KJV).

The people were still not alone.

9. If the need arises, what support can God give us as He gave unto
Christ? Matthew 26:53.

10. How did the Lord prove unto the people in Elisha’s time that they did
not stand alone? 2 Kings 6:8-17.

The only time we ever stand alone is when we don’t and won’t let God
stand beside us.
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Are We Cheating God

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 59 Memory Verse: Isaiah 61:10

The Lord has done many wonderful things for all of us. With many
tears from us, He has answered our pleas. Whenever or whatever we have
needed, He has always made possible. True enough, we can never repay
Him for the least little thing that He has done for us. However, are we doing
anything for Him? Are we giving Him what we consider our best? Are we
really?

1. How long has God known us? Jeremiah 1:5 (first part).

2. Will the Lord deny things we ask of Him? What does Jesus tell us to
do? John 16:23-24; 1 John 5:13-15; John 14:13-14.

3. How often can we count on God’s help? Psalm 46:1-3; Psalm 34:4;
Psalm 33:18-22.

4. Does God always do His best for us? John 3:16.

Note: God always does His best for us, but do we do our best for Him?
5. Where should God be on our list of priorities? Matthew 10:37-38.
Note: It is terrible how far down the Lord is on our lists.

6. If we were measured by God as doing our best for Him, would we
come up to par? Daniel 5:27; Proverbs 20:10.

7. How should we measure out for the Lord? Psalm 26.
8. Are our ways fair and God’s ways unfair? Ezekiel 33:17-20.

Note: If God gave to us as we give to Him, we probably wouldn’t be here
today.

9. How can we be found cheating God? Matthew 5:14-16; Malachi
3:10; John 14:15.

10. Why don’t we do our best? Matthew 26:41 (last part).

11. Will this excuse work on the day of the Lord’s return? Romans
1:17-21.

12. When is the time to get totally back or totally doing our best for God?
Hebrews 3:7.

True enough the Lord does know we are weak human flesh, but instead
of doing better, we have the tendency to go back to doing our old ways.
This is cheating God and also us. We may cheat God, but we are also
cheating ourselves.
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Color Things We Treasure




Daughters of the King

Greeting sisters and daughters of the King,

As I sit down to try to put some thoughts to paper, I am thanking God for all His blessings and another wonderful
campmeeting, good messages, and blessed conversation with old and new friends. We are indeed living in trying
times and should consider the treasure we have and the treasure we are in our Lord and Savior.

We have been studying Peter in our class at church. God had to tell him several times to feed His sheep. I have had it
on my heart that as His daughters we also have that commission. Not just food, as many of us like to cook, but to
feed His people the Word.

I would like to ask...no, challenge you to help the DOK undertake that task. Do you have ideas of how we can reach
out? Do you know of needs or organizations that we can support?

We do help with the mission in Africa but I feel there is more we could do. Please pray about it and send ideas to me
or any board member directly or through the General Council office.

May God richly bless you.

In love, Linda

Daughters of the King
Business Meeting
July 7, 2023

Mary Ann Syvanen opened our meeting with prayer.

All ladies enjoyed a lunch of turkey and noodles before we were blessed with a message from our guest speaker,
Cynthia Hennings. She reminded us that what we say and do can definitely show the world where and how we honor
our treasure. She asked a question that left an impression on my heart. “Have you said something about anyone, even
yourself, that doesn’t align with what you say your treasure is??”

Business meeting

Old business:

Thanks to all members and especially DOK board members for all the work and support over the last year.
M/S/C to accept the minutes and financial statement as presented.

We reviewed the past year. The following is a list of what we accomplished.

Purchased water/ice dispenser for dining hall

Gave funds to help with playground improvement
Purchased grass seed

Shelves for kitchen to get stored items off the floor
Purchased some outside lawn chairs for grounds
Helped purchase a new projector for the tabernacle
T-shirts designed by Katie Day to sell at camp

New business:

Continue support ongoing improvements to the camp grounds

Continue with T-shirts for next year

Continue page in the ACTS—thanks to all who contributed

More shelves for kitchen and dining area

Support children’s classes

Possible fund for old mixer replacement

Discussion of the need to stagger DOK board election of officers and change language to allow secretary and
treasurer to be separate committee women. Mary Ann and Joy volunteered to be on a committee to present a
draft to the board to be presented next year for consideration.

10 July/August 2023 ACTS




Continue to support Josko with internet

Discussion on getting our kitchen cleaned commercially each year since we have been short on volunteers. It was
approved that we would clean now after camp and each year before camp to ensure the kitchen is up to code
and clean for cooking.

Kitchen items needed
Hamburger chopper
Smaller pans with heat core (1 large or 2 small)
Y5 pans (4)
Y% pan lids

Election of officers

It was M/S/C that since all officers had agreed to serve a
another term, they would serve as listed.

President—Linda Palmer

Vice President—Melanie Moore Daughters of the King Board: (I-r) Secretary/Treasurer—

Secretary/treasurer—Marilyn Sheldahl. Marilyn Sheldahl; Alice Day; President—Linda Palmer;

Duties of secretary/treasurer to be shared by other Vice-President—Melanie Moore; Kim Boyd.
board members as needed or decided by board

Committee Women—Alice Day and Kim Boyd . .
(These minutes have not been approved. They will

M/S/C that we adjourn. be approved at the next DOK meeting.)
We closed in prayer.

DOK Booth, Silent Auction,
Business Meeting,
and

Luncheon
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Did Moses Write the Law?

by A. Joseph Sanchez

A very common and dishonest tactic used by
politicians and journalists to combat information that can’t
be ignored is spin. Spin or spin tactic is where information
that would logically be viewed as bad is “spun” around
and presented as good. Or conversely, good information is
“spun” with clever word usage and is presented as bad.
Terms like “murder of the unborn™ is “spun” around to
now be referred to as “reproductive freedom”. Recently
the ACLU fought a legal battle at a High School in
Chesapeake, Virginia to allow a Satanist after school
program for students. This was touted by the Hill
Magazine as being a “victory for free speech and religious
liberty” (https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/3863380-after-school-
satan-club-holds-first-meeting-at-virginia-primary-school/). Once again,
something that would be considered appalling, with the
right spin tactics can be viewed as positive.

Years ago, I was listening to a critical lecture online
where the professor was discussing the subject of the
Noachian flood. She admitted that almost every ancient
civilization in the Mesopotamian region had a flood story
that was very similar to Genesis. But then she quickly
informed the class that this only proves that Moses didn’t
receive this information from God, he simply “modified” a
story from all the people around him. Here we have
archeological evidence that would appear to be positive
support of the Bible, which is now “spun” to actually be
bad.

Isaiah the prophet condemns these spin tactics in 5:20
saying: “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil;
who put darkness for light and light for darkness; who put
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” (AFV).

The typical hallmarks of spin are as such: When
information arises that can’t be ignored or refuted, a
completely opposite interpretation is given (no matter how
convoluted), while the traditional or logical interpretation
is never mentioned as though none exists. The Harvard
professor never mentions to her class an alternate theory
that if all of the civilizations in Mesopotamia witnessed
the same flood event, there is a possibility that it might
have happened!

One of the most glaring examples of spin, in my
opinion, is the Documentary Hypothesis or DH. Although
DH itself has changed slightly over the years, it is an
explanation supported by almost all critical Bible scholars
proposing that the writings of Moses (Torah or
Pentateuch) wasn’t written by Moses, but was compiled in
the 5+ century using a collection of documents pieced
together. All of these documents and/or sources according
to DH, evolved over the centuries as the oral stories
changed and were later edited. The final conclusion of DH
is that the Torah, which is the foundation of the Bible, is
no more than campfire stories collected over the years,
edited and changed at random intervals and then compiled
1000 years after the fact. DH claims that Moses most
likely never existed and his biography is no more accurate
than a game of telephone played by a kindergarten class.

Julius Wellhausen, who is credited for formulating DH

in 1883 states:
We cannot gain any historical knowledge of the
Patriarchs, but only about the time when the
narratives were written in Israel. The period with all
of its deep and superficial characteristics has been
unconsciously projected back where it is reflected as

a transfigured ghost. (Wellhausen, Julius. “Die Composition des
Hexateuchs und der historischen Biicher des Alten Testaments”Berlin,
G. Reimer,1899)

Wellhausen’s theory comes from several pieces of data.
First, there is no proof that Hebrew writing existed as far
back as the 2™ Millenia B.C. (the time of Abraham), let
alone to Noah or Enoch. Second, there are examples of
considerable editing that had taken place in the
Pentateuch. Third, there are considerable differences as to
how God is referred to: YHWH, Elohim or Adoniah.

However, like most spin doctors, Wellhausen and the
proponents of DH are leaving out one critical piece of
information: The traditional Biblical explanation of the
formation of the Torah has always been fully aware of
these facts and this explanation doesn’t conflict with
those facts. There were multiple authors with different
writing styles. There were edits, additions, and revisions.
Documents that Moses had for compiling Genesis most
likely weren’t written in Hebrew (archeology later showed
it was cuneiform). God has revealed himself with different
titles and names to different people. The difference with
the traditional view is that this process of the formation of
the Pentateuch was done in an orderly fashion under the
direct supervision of God and the Torah is extremely
accurate as a historical document.

As archeological evidence is unearthed and cuneiform
tablets are deciphered, the historical accuracy of the Bible
continues to be verified. Upwards of 2 million cuneiform
tablets have been unearthed in the near east and the more
we know about these civilizations, the more the Bible is
verified.

John Bright in his book “History of Israel” on page 76
states the following regarding the biblical account of
Abraham and the Patriarchs:

when the traditions are examined in the light of the
archaeological evidence, the first assertion to be
made is that the stories of the Patriarchs fit
unquestionably and authentically in the middle of
the second century BC and not in any later period.

Renown archeologist WF Albright confirms this with
the following:

The narratives of Genesis dealing with Abram may
now be integrated into the life and history of the
time in such surprisingly consistent ways that there

can be little doubt about their substantial historicity.
(Sarna, Nahum M. "Abraham in History" Biblical Archeology Review,
Volume 3, No 4. Dec 1977)

This level of historical accuracy can not be preserved
by the reciting of Israelite campfire stories or through a
game of Hebrew telephone as Wellhausen believes. The
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author of the Torah was an eyewitness to the events of the
Exodus and had very accurate documents that he used to
compile Genesis.

In order to understand how the Pentateuch or any book
of the Bible was canonized, we need to understand the role
of a prophet. In 1 Samuel 8:5, the elders of Israel demand
to Samuel that they receive a “king to judge us like all the
nations” (AFV). In verses 7 and 9

“The LORD said to Samuel... ‘they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected Me....now hearken to
their voice. Only, you shall surely protest solemnly
to them, and show them the kind of king who shall
reign over them.’” (AFV emphasis added)
In the following verses 8-18 Samuel recites all of the
curses that accompany a king and then finishes by stating
“LORD will not answer you in that day” (Isaiah 8:18
AFYV). But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel.
And they said, “No, but we will have a king over
us” (Isaiah 8:19 AFV).

Notice that the people refused to listen to Samuel and
in reality, were rejecting the rulership of God through His
prophet. So, in 1 Samuel 10:25 we have an account of
Samuel making an addition to the Pentateuch: “Then
Samuel explained to the people the behavior of royalty,
and wrote it in a book and laid it up before the Lord.”

The actual addition is located in Deuteronomy 17:14-
20 where the behavior of royalty is listed. It begins by
stating: “When you come to the land which the Lord your
God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say,
‘I will set a king over me like all the nations that are
around me.’”

This scenario is exactly what happened in 1 Samuel 8.
If this was an option for the elders to have a king at any
time, they would have quoted it and no one would have
felt rejected. That obviously is not the case. Deuteronomy
17:14-20 was an addition added by Samuel and was then
added to the canon of scripture by God’s instruction
through the process when he “laid it up before the
LORD” (1 Samuel 10:25).

This is the same process described in Deuteronomy
31:24 & 26 when Moses “‘completed writing the words of
this law in a book” and then told the Levites to “fake this
Book of the Law, and put it beside the ark of the
covenant...as a witness against you.” A prophet, under the
direction of God, has the authority to compile, edit or add
to the canon of scripture and then lay it up before the
Lord—meaning to give it to the Levites for preservation.

There are numerous edits and updates made by the
prophets to the Pentateuch that were by no means hidden.
Judges 8:30 refers to sons of Jonathan being priests in Dan
up to the day of the Babylonian captivity—an 800-year
span. Genesis 14:14 describes that Abraham pursued the
four kings with Chedorlaomer unto the territory of Dan.
Dan had not been born, and the territory of Israel had not
been divided up until 500 years later. Genesis 2:13-14
gives descriptions of the rivers Gihon and Tigris. These
descriptions and updated names were not contemporary to
the time of creation but the time of Moses. Deuteronomy
34:6 states that no man knows of the location of the grave

of Moses to this day. Obviously, it is not referring to the
same day that he died. Deuteronomy 34:10 states that there
has not been a prophet like Moses since then in Israel. This
observation is not referring to the 15 minutes since he
died. Genesis 36:31-39 records the names of Edomite
kings down to the time of King Saul—an 850-year span. It
is very clear from these and multiple other passages that
the Hebrew scriptures have never hidden the fact that it
has been updated and edited over time. The Holy Prophets
under the direction of God had the authority to make these
edits to the scripture.

First and Second Chronicles have always been
attributed to Ezra the priest. In these two books there are 7
other documents he refers to including Samuel and Kings:
“the book of Nathan the prophet” (1 Chronicles 29:29),
“the book of Gad the seer” (1 Chronicles 29:29), “the
prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite” (2 Chronicles 9:29),
“the visions of lddo the seer” (2 Chronicles 9:29) “the
book of Shemaiah the prophet” (2 Chronicles 12:15), “the
book of Jehu the son of Hanani” (2 Chronicles 20:34),
“the sayings of Hozai” (2 Chronicles 33:19). When Ezra
wrote Chronicles, he did not rely on campfire stories or
legends he heard at the local tavern as critical scholars
would have you believe. He used the above documents to
compile it and he quotes his sources as any reputable
author would.

Moses did the same when he compiled Genesis and he
quotes his sources as well. There are 8 documents Moses
refers to in Genesis: “The book of the origins (or histories)
of the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 2:4), “The book of
the origins of Adam” (Genesis 5:2), “The origins of
Noah” (Genesis 6:9), “The Origins of the Sons of
Noah” (Genesis 10:1), “The origins of Shem” (Genesis
11:10), “The origins of Terah (Genesis 11:27), “The
origins of Ishmael and Isaac” (Genesis 25:19), “The
origins of Esau and Jacob” (Genesis 37:2). Note: In
cuneiform the title is given at the end of the tablet, not at

the beginning. (Wiseman P.J. “Structure of Genesis”, Thomas Nelson,
Nashville, 1985)

Every Bible scholar has the latitude to propose their
own ideas and voice their opinion about how the Bible
was canonized. But when deceptive tactics are employed
to push theories that are highly dishonest, we can only
guess their motivation: to discredit the authority of
scripture. The scripture does not hide how it came into
being. It quite often lists the authors of the different
sections. Nowhere in scripture did it say these documents
had to be originally written in Hebrew. Nowhere in
scripture does it state Moses composed Genesis from
memory. Nowhere in scripture does it state it can’t be
edited by a prophet. The Documentary Hypothesis is
founded by arguing against positions no traditional scholar
has taken, and uses spin tactics to confuse the facts.

The Holy Scriptures, founded on the Torah, have been
preserved faithfully for almost 6000 years and we can rest

assured it is the word of God. SOR

A. Joseph Sanchez is an author and speaker
who currently lives in Texas. You can find his
“My Hebrew Roots” podcasts on YouTube.
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.

GOD
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
pseogle capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.

U

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God'’s
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God'’s Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God'’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God's Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God'’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’'S CONDITION
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God'’s family. God's family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION
God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God'’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH
God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God'’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the

relationship of individuals to God:

a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had
commemorated the Jewish Passover.

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus'’s
instruction to serve each other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY

The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God'’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.
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