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Ministerial Council Letter
November 2024

This is my first letter as the new president of the Ministerial Council and I want to offer my sincere
thanks to the original president, Steven Boone, who restarted this organization and has brought the Council
to this point over the past six years.

We are now beginning a new period where our focus turns directly to providing services to our members
and increasing communication between the Board and all its ministers. We are currently discussing several
methods of doing this which include open forums of the ministers on a periodic basis and one-on-one phone
conversations with the members to determine what is needed and how we, as a board, can help.

We now have a committee that monitors all the publications of the General Council: quarterlies, tracts,
ACTS articles, etc. We are trying to standardize these as well as ensure their compliance with the established
doctrines and beliefs of the Council. We pray that, with the adoption of these efforts, we will enhance
communications and offer the help and support we all need.

We also pray and trust that you will help us to grow, to mature, and draw closer to God in performing our
duties as the willing, joyful servants He wants us to be. May God bless you in your following His
commandments and laws.

Tom Kendrick
Ministerial Council President,
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day)
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One of the greatest threats to a committed
Christian’s spiritual life is not necessarily overt and
gratuitous temptations to sin. We recognize these
threats as what they are and avoid them. The danger
lies in the realm of subtle distractions. Good things
that can take our attention away from the better things
we should be doing. In a world that seems to be going
full speed away from God and toward destruction,
what we focus on can be a matter of spiritual life and
death.

Prayerful Bible study and meditation are the
foundation of spiritual growth and a
deeper relationship with God. In
today’s fast-paced world,
distractions constantly compete for
our attention, drawing us away from
God’s Word and hindering our
ability to focus on spiritual matters.
These distractions can have serious
consequences in our spiritual lives.
When we allow worldly concerns,
entertainment, and busyness to
dominate our time, we neglect the
nourishment our souls need from Scripture. This
neglect leads to spiritual stagnation, weakening our
relationship with God and leaving us vulnerable to
temptation and despair.

The Bible warns of the dangers of neglecting
God’s Word. In Matthew 13, Jesus shares the parable
of the sower, where the seed that falls among the
thorns is choked by “the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches” (Matthew 13:22 ESV). This
illustrates how easily the Word of God can be
crowded out by distractions, leaving us spiritually
unfruitful. Without consistent prayer and meditation

Prayerful

Bible Study and
Meditation

By Byron Lee Sanchez

on Scripture, we risk becoming spiritually
malnourished, less able to discern God’s will or stand
firm in faith. By prioritizing prayerful study and
meditation, we guard ourselves against these
distractions and cultivate a life rooted in God’s truth.

Biblical Foundation of Prayerful Bible Study and
Meditation

The Bible stresses the importance of engaging
with God’s Word through prayerful study and
meditation. God instructs His people to meditate on
His Word continually. Psalm 1:1-2 says, “Blessed is
the man who walks not in the
counsel of the wicked... but his
delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on His law he meditates day
and  night” (ESV).  Spiritual
blessings flow to those who focus
on God’s Word and avoid worldly
distractions.

In Joshua 1:8 God commands, “This
Book of the Law shall not depart
from your mouth, but you shall
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be
careful to do according to all that is written in
it” (ESV). The Ilink between meditation and
obedience is clear: as we focus on Scripture, it
transforms us and leads us to live according to God’s
commands. Meditation helps us to internalize the
Word, ensuring it influences our daily choices and
actions.

In the New Testament, Paul instructs Timothy to
“study  to  show  thyself approved  unto
God” (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV). This reinforces the idea
that studying Scripture is not optional for the
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Christian life, but necessary to be a faithful servant of
God. Jesus Himself demonstrated the importance of
prayer and Scripture in His ministry, often
withdrawing in solitude to pray (Luke 5:16) and
quoting Scripture to resist temptation (Matthew 4:1-
11). His example underscores that prayerful
engagement with God’s Word equips us to face life’s
challenges and to overcome distractions.

Neglecting Bible Study in a Distracting World Has
Consequences

One of the most pressing issues in modern life is
the overwhelming number of distractions that can
draw our attention away from God. From social
media to endless news cycles, entertainment, and
work commitments, our minds can become occupied
with worldly matters in countless ways. When we
allow these distractions to take priority, the
consequences are dire for our spiritual well-being.

First, neglecting prayerful Bible study and
meditation leads to spiritual weakness. Just as
physical strength requires regular nourishment and
exercise, spiritual strength comes from feeding on the
Word of God. When we neglect this, we become
more susceptible to doubt, temptation, and sin. We
see this reflected in Jesus’ warning to the disciples in
the Garden of Gethsemane when He said, “Watch
and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak” (Matthew 26:41 ESV). Without prayer and the
study of Scripture, we are left defenseless against
spiritual attacks.

Second, the lack of meditation on Scripture
diminishes our ability to discern God’s will. The
Bible provides guidance on how we should live, but if
we are not regularly studying it, we will struggle to
make decisions aligned with God’s will. Romans 12:2
emphasizes the importance of renewing our minds
through Scripture: “Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the remewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will
of God” (ESV). Distractions from the world prevent
this transformation, leaving us conformed to worldly
thinking rather than aligned with God’s truth.

Finally, neglecting these practices weakens our
relationship with God. Prayerful Bible study and
meditation are ways we communicate with God and
understand His heart. When we allow distractions to
pull us away, we lose the intimacy that comes from
spending time with Him. As a result, our faith can

feel dry, distant, and disconnected from the vibrant,
living relationship God desires for us.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Prayerful Study and
Meditation

Prayerful Bible study is not a solo endeavor, but
one that requires the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The
Bible is a spiritual book, and its truths can only be
fully understood with the Spirit’s help. Jesus
promised His followers that “the Spirit of truth... will
guide you into all the truth” (John 16:13 ESV). When
we pray before studying Scripture, we invite the Holy
Spirit to open our hearts and minds to its meaning.

Without the Holy Spirit, our study of Scripture
can become academic, lacking the power to
transform. The Spirit takes the written Word and
applies it to our hearts, showing us how it speaks to
our personal circumstances. This prayerful
dependence on the Spirit makes our Bible study
dynamic and life-giving. We see how God’s Word
applies not just to the ancient world but to our daily
struggles, decisions, and spiritual battles.

Biblical Meditation: Level of
Application

Meditation, in the biblical sense, is the practice of
dwelling on Scripture in a way that allows it to sink
deeply into our hearts and minds. While modern
meditation often focuses on emptying the mind,
biblical meditation involves filling the mind with
God’s truth. Psalm 119:15 says, “I will meditate on
your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways” (ESV).
Meditation is not a passive activity; it is an active,
deliberate focus on the Word of God.

A Deeper

Meditating on Scripture allows us to internalize
God’s commandments and apply them to our lives.
James 1:22 warns, “But be doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (ESV). It is
through meditation that the truths of Scripture move
from our heads to our hearts, shaping the way we
live. This practice helps us resist the distractions of
the world by keeping God’s Word front and center in
our thoughts.

The Transformative Power of Prayerful Study
Prayerful study of the Bible leads to personal
transformation. Romans 12:2 calls believers to “be
transformed by the renewal of your mind” (ESV).
This renewal comes through consistent engagement
with Scripture. As we study and meditate on God’s

(Continued on page 7)
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In the pages of the New Testament, two women
emerge, each leaving a distinct legacy—one of
warning and one of inspiration. Both Drusilla and
Priscilla, though not widely discussed, offer rich
examples from which modern believers can draw
important lessons. Through their actions and choices,
these women stand as reminders of the spiritual
consequences that follow how we live and what we
prioritize. This reflection will explore the lives of
Drusilla, a figure marked by ambition and rejection of
faith, and Priscilla, whose dedication and faithfulness
made her a pillar of the early Christian church.
Drusilla: A Cautionary Tale of Ambition and
Unrepentance

Drusilla, mentioned briefly in Acts 24:24-27
(KJV), was the wife of the Roman governor Felix.
Her life is a stark reminder of the dangers of pursuing
power and ambition over faith. Born into a powerful
dynasty as the daughter of Herod Agrippa I and the
great-granddaughter of Herod the Great, Drusilla
grew up in the midst of political influence and
worldly prestige. She rejected her Jewish heritage and
married Felix, leaving her first husband in search of
greater status.

Despite having the opportunity to hear the gospel
directly from the Apostle Paul, Drusilla chose not to
follow Christ. In Acts 24:25 (KJV), Paul preached to
Felix and Drusilla about “righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come.” The message was so
powerful that Felix trembled, yet both he and Drusilla
turned away, unchanged by the truth they had heard.
Drusilla's life continued in corruption and ultimately
ended tragically in the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in
AD 79, as recorded by the historian Flavius Josephus.

Her story warns us of the fleeting nature of
ambition and the peril of ignoring the gospel when it
is presented. Drusilla’s life was marked by a
relentless pursuit of power and status, but in the end,

) A Reflection on Two
Little-Known Women
of the Bible:
Drusilla and Priscilla

By Samuel Marques

her choices led to destruction, both physically and
spiritually.

Priscilla: A Model of Christian Faithfulness and
Service

In contrast, Priscilla stands as a shining example
of what it means to live a life dedicated to the gospel.
She is first introduced in Acts 18:2-3 (KJV),
alongside her husband Aquila. Together, they became
close companions of the Apostle Paul and were
instrumental in spreading the Christian faith.

One of Priscilla’s defining qualities was her
hospitality. In Romans 16:3, 5, Paul greets “Priscilla
and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus... Likewise
greet the church that is in their house” (KJV). Their
home became a sanctuary for believers and a place
where the early church could gather. This
demonstrates Priscilla's willingness to wuse her
resources and home to support the growth of the
Christian community, reflecting the selfless service
that is central to the Christian faith.

Priscilla also exhibited great zeal for the gospel.
Romans 16:4 notes that she and Aquila “laid down
their own necks” (KJV) for Paul, a testament to their
courage and willingness to sacrifice for the sake of
the gospel. Her life was not one of comfort or self-
preservation but of boldness and dedication to God’s
mission.

Perhaps most notably, Priscilla had a profound
gift for teaching. In Acts 18:26, when they heard
Apollos speaking boldly in the synagogue, Priscilla
and Aquila “took him unto them, and expounded unto
him the way of God more perfectly” (KIV).
Priscilla’s depth of theological understanding,
combined with her humility, allowed her to play a
pivotal role in mentoring and educating others in the
faith. This contribution to the early church reveals
that women were not only hospitable helpers but also
spiritual leaders and teachers within the Christian
community.
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Conclusion: Lessons from Drusilla and Priscilla
The lives of Drusilla and Priscilla offer profound

lessons for believers today. From Drusilla, we learn

about the dangers of:

1. Pursuing ambition over faith: Drusilla's life
illustrates the perils of valuing power, status, and
worldly gain above spiritual growth.

2. Rejecting the gospel: Despite hearing the message
of Christ, Drusilla’s unrepentant heart led her to
destruction, reminding us of the urgency of
responding to the gospel when it is presented.

From Priscilla, we glean positive lessons of:

1. Hospitality: Priscilla teaches us the importance of
opening our homes and lives to others for the sake
of fellowship and ministry.

2. Zeal for the gospel: Her willingness to risk her
life for the cause of Christ challenges us to be
courageous and dedicated in our own witness.

3. Teaching and discipleship: Priscilla’s role in
instructing Apollos reminds us that we are all
called to deepen our understanding of the faith
and to guide others along the way.

In today’s world, where the pursuit of power and
personal success often overshadows spiritual values,
the contrast between these two women is striking.
Drusilla's tragic end serves as a warning against
living for temporary pleasures and status, while

Priscilla’s life inspires us to dedicate ourselves to the
service of Christ, knowing that what we do for the
kingdom has eternal significance.

As we reflect on these two women, let us choose
to follow the path of faithfulness, hospitality, and
teaching, ensuring that our lives leave a legacy of
spiritual impact.

Pastor Samuel Marques
Church of God Seventh Day in Brazil
Historical References:
Drusilla:

Flavius Josephus, a Jewish historian, provides
details about Drusilla's life, including her heritage and
her tragic death in the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in
AD 79. In his work Antiquities of the Jews (Book 20,
Chapter 7), Josephus mentions how Drusilla,
daughter of Herod Agrippa I, married Felix after
leaving her first husband. He also records her death
during the famous volcanic eruption that destroyed
Pompeii.

Tacitus, a Roman historian, and Suetonius, a
biographer, also offer insight into the political
landscape of the Roman Empire during the time of
Felix and Drusilla, highlighting the corruption and
ambition that characterized Felix's rule.

SO

(Continued from page 5)

Word, our minds are renewed, and our lives begin to
reflect God’s character. This transformation equips us
to live out our faith in a world full of distractions.

Prayerful study strengthens our faith. Romans
10:17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ” (ESV). The
more we immerse ourselves in God’s Word, the more
our faith grows. In times of trial, the Scripture we
have meditated on becomes a source of strength,
reminding us of God’s promises and enabling us to
stand firm.

Intimacy with God Through Prayer and
Meditation

One of the greatest benefits of prayerful Bible
study and meditation is the intimacy it fosters with
God. As we pray over the Scriptures, we
communicate with God, expressing our needs and
seeking His guidance. In return, God speaks to us
through His Word, revealing His will, character, and
love for us. This two-way communication deepens
our relationship with Him.

John 15:7 says, “If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you” (ESV). Abiding in Christ means
living in constant fellowship with Him, and one of the
primary ways we do this is through prayerful
meditation on His Word. As we consistently engage
in these practices, we experience a closer walk with
God and become more attuned to His voice in our
lives.

Conclusion

Prayerful Bible study and meditation are essential
for the Christian life. In a world full of distractions,
these practices help us stay grounded in God’s truth
and resist the spiritual dangers that come from
neglecting His Word. They invite the Holy Spirit to
work in our hearts, transforming us and drawing us
into a deeper relationship with God. As we prioritize
prayer and meditation, we will find our faith
strengthened, our minds renewed, and our lives
aligned with God’s will. May we heed the words of
Psalm 119:97: “Oh, how I love your law! It is my
meditation all the day” (ESV).

FOR
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Grilarers copper!

The Song of Celebration

“What? What? What’s going on?” I cried
awakening from sleep.

I had been dozing in a comfortable mouse
hole in a corner of Zacharias’ home. The
night had been quiet and still. The moon had
just drifted out of sight and the sun was
beginning to appear on the horizon.
Suddenly, in the midst of all the quiet, loud
crying and shouts woke me up. I peeked out
of my hole to find out what in the world was
going on.

Near the door was Elizabeth, Zacharias’
wife. She was talking excitedly in a loud
voice to someone. I couldn’t wait see who it
was, so | edged my way farther into the room
and scurried up onto a chair near the kitchen
table.

The morning meal had just been laid on
the table and, my, did it look scrumptious. |
was just about to take a bite of a juicy-
looking plum when the sound of singing
made me remember why I had climbed up
onto the table in the first place.

I looked toward the door and caught sight
of the person to whom Elizabeth was talking.
It was a young girl. Elizabeth called her
Mary and she was singing! Softly, at first, but
then her song began to grow louder, until it
seemed that the words of her joyful song
filled every nook and cranny of the house.

Mary’s dark eyes danced with happiness
as she sang, “My soul magnifies the Lord.
My spirit rejoices in God, my savior. God has
paid attention to me although I am weak and
unworthy and behold from now on all
generation will say I am blessed.” “For God

is mighty and has done many great things for
me and,” she continued, her beautiful voice
becoming even stronger, “His name is holy.”

As she continued singing, [ gazed past her
thorough the open doorway. The sun was just
above the horizon now and its rays had
painted the sky orange and red. The majesty
of the colors made it seem like God was
answering Mary’s song of thanksgiving.

Something was going on. There was
something more happening here than just
Mary and Elizabeth singing and shouting for
joy.

Elizabeth invited Mary to stay and visit us
for a few months. 1 was glad because now,
maybe, I’d be able to figure out what all the
excitement was really about. I guessed that
while 1 was sleeping I must have missed an
important part of the conversation between
Mary and Elizabeth. Maybe if I thought
really hard, I’d remember it.

“Hmm,” I thought. “now, what as it that
Elizabeth shouted that woke me up? What
happened that got them both so excited?
Something about a baby...”

Do you know, boys and girls? Do you
know what Elizabeth and Mary were so
excited about? It does have something to do
with a baby. If you still aren’t sure and you
want to check out the answer, read Luke 1:39
-56. There you will find the story about
Elizbeth and Mary and you will also find out
what they were so very excited about!

TOMR

8
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

HOW SINCERE SHOULD ONE BE?
Scripture Reading: Micah 4:1-13
Memory Verse: Colossians 2:6

We know that the Lord is sincere to those who love Him and keep
His commandments. When we were out in the world, we didn’t have
time to be sincere to anyone except ourselves. Today, some people
don’t even have time for themselves, because they are too busy, and on
the go. We know God hasn’t forgotten His promises He has made to
us. We are sure they are as binding as when He spoke them to the
prophets. The promises were made to all who will search the scriptures
and follow Christ. We know God’s promises are true. Let us keep
every promise we make to God, if we expect Him to keep His to us.

1. What place in our life should God have? Exodus 20:3-5.
What should one seek first? Matthew 6:33; 7:7; Colossians 3:1-2.
Who did Jesus rebuke for not being sincere? John 6:22-27.

2

3

4. How can we show we are sincere? Matthew 5:14-16.
5. If we are sincere what will we do? John 6:28-29.

m

Is it easy to be sincere? What must we do? Mark 1:15; Matthew
4:17.

7. Did Joshua warn the tribes of Israel to serve the Lord with
sincerity? Joshua 24:14.

8. Can we be only partially sincere and obey God? Deuteronomy
6:5; Matthew 22:37-38.

9. If we are sincere, who should we try to be like? 1 Peter 2:21-22.

10. How does God want us to be toward Him? Philippians 1:9-10;
Ephesians 6:10-11.

Page 8

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

DEALING WITH TEMPTATIONS

Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:1-11
Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:13

Temptations are a part of our lives. It is not that we have these
temptations that is so significant, but it is what we do about them that
matters. God’s only Son was tempted. The fact that He always resisted
and overcame temptation was what made Him exceptional.

Each of us is different and so one person might be tempted in one area
while someone else might be tempted in another. One’s weak area might
be pride. Another person might be bothered with greed and a third might
be troubled with lust. We can’t keep wrong thoughts from flashing
through our mind, but we need not dwell and meditate upon them.

The secret to overcoming temptation is to meditate upon God’s Word.
When Jesus Christ was tempted, He quoted scriptures to resist Satan.
James tells us to resist the Devil and he will flee from us. This is not just
some lofty idea. It actually works in our daily lives. If we will consistently
say no to a certain temptation, we will usually find that after a time we are
no longer bothered by it. On the other hand, every time we give in it
becomes even harder to say no the next time.

God promised us that He would make a way to escape from each
temptation. If we have Jesus Christ living within us and the Lord
providing a way of escape for us, we should be able to overcome Satan
and all his devices.

1.  What is the source of temptation? Genesis 3:1-6; 1 Chronicles 21:1;
Matthew 4:1-3.

2. What internal factor is also a source of temptation? James 1:13-15;
2 Peter 2:18.

3. What is an additional external source of temptation? Exodus 34:12-
13; Proverbs 1:10-16.

4. Who gives us the power to resist temptation? Revelation 3:10;
1 John 4:4; 2 Peter 2:9.

5. What can we use to combat temptation? Psalm 119:11; Matthew 4:3
-10.

6. What consolation is given us regarding our temptation?
1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 4:14-16.

7.  Does it take effort on our part to resist temptation? James 4:7-8;
1 Peter 5:8-9; Matthew 26:41.

8. Is temptation also a test of our strength toward God? Job 1:8-22.

9. How varied are Satan’s attacks? 2 Corinthians 11:3-15; 1 Peter 5:8.

10. How can meeting and overcoming temptation make us stronger

spiritually? James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7. Page 1
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

GOD’S RESPONSES TO OUR PROBLEMS
Scripture Reading: Romans 5:1-8
Memory Verse: Romans 5:3-4

How are we looking at problems? As intruders? Robbers of peace?
Judgments of God for disobedience? Or possibly just coping with
common struggles? Our struggles of life serve two purposes; to see
whether we look to the Lord first and do we let Him build us the way
He wants to.

It’s obvious that when we become a Christian problems simply do
not disappear. However, we have an advantage —the living presence
of Jesus Christ in our lives. He wants to help us handle life’s problems
effectively. He wants us to know His answer to life’s problems.

1. What is God’s provision for loneliness? Genesis 2:19-25; Psalm
127:3-5; 139:7-10; Hebrews 10:23-26.

2. What is God’s answer for anxiety and stress? Matthew 6:33-34;
11:28-30; 1 Peter 5:7.

3. What is God’s provision for disappointment? Romans 3:23;
1 Corinthians 10:13; John 15:5.

4. What are God’s provisions for hostilities and hassles? Ephesians
4:31-32; Matthew 6:14-15; 18:15-17.

5. Does God have provisions for failure? 2 Corinthians 4:8-9; Isaiah
43:1-3.

6. What was God’s provision for self-acceptance? Romans 9:20-21;
Ephesians 2:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:18.

7. Can overcoming problems help build character? Romans 5:1-8.

& God’s love for us never ceases. He will never leave us nor forsake
us. Therefore, we should thank Him that He not only allows us to
experience various problems, but He also provides ways for us to
successfully work through problems by His holy power. Finally,
let’s remember Romans 8:28: “And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose” (KIV).

Page 6

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
Scripture Reading: Acts 5:1-11 (verse 3)
Memory Verses: 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (verse 5)

Many times at the stores we get a bargain where we can buy
something two for the price of one. And in these deals we mostly think we
have come out ahead. But if we really knew the actual cost we could be
very disillusioned about these so-called bargains. Actually sin is the same
way.

Many times our thoughts start us on the way to sinning. Therefore, so
many times we put the sin in action and have created two sins. Two for
the price of one. Which would be easier to ask forgiveness for, a sinful
thought or a thought carried out to another sin on top of one? Let us
consider this.

1. Did God ever repent of a thought? Exodus 32:9-14.

& Which would have been worse — God’s thought or His wrath carried
out? Who knows all our thoughts? Psalm 139:2; Hebrews 4:12.

2. Why are our very thoughts so dangerous to us? Mark 7:20-23. (Cause
us to lose our salvation.)

3. Which is worse — Asking forgiveness for our thoughts or asking
forgiveness for our actions? Asking forgiveness for one sin or two?
Acts 5:1-4; Genesis 4:3-8.

& True enough, in the sight of God one sin is as bad as two, but would it
not be easier to ask the Lord to forgive us for our thoughts than to put
the thought into action and therefore maybe cause us not to be
forgiven at all.

4. How about our words? Thinking them is bad enough, but after they
are said we cannot call them back. God and man have heard them.
Psalm 13:3; Ecclesiastes 65:6.

5. What does the Lord say about lusting after something or someone?
Matthew 5:27-30.

6. Then what can we do to control our thoughts? Romans 13:14;
Galatians 3:27; Philippians 4:7-8.

< We will have good and bad thoughts until the day we die. Only
through the power and help of the Lord can we control our thoughts.
When we fail to diligently seek the Lord’s help, we open ourselves to
improper attitudes, unclean thoughts, and undue stress. To think to do
a sin is bad enough. To carry out the action causes additional strife
and can affect other people even more severely. The instruction of the
Bible will also guide us in what things we shouldn’t feed into our
minds, so we might “guard” our thoughts.

Page 3
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“Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever.” — Psalm 107:1

On the leaves below, list things that you are thankful for.
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Daughters of the King

Greetings in my beloved Jesus’s name,

God is so good, and I am in awe that He loves me so much that He gave

His Son for my life and salvation. I pray that each one who reads this claims [~
that claim also. eyt

During the last several months, we have been studying the book of L
Mathew and several times during the class we have discussed how we show
our love for Christ. Do we adore Him? Do we share that love and His
message with others? Do we know that His message of love and salvation is
the answer for this angry world we are experiencing today?

A good friend shared a way to remind me how to remember His )
sacrifice and the job Jesus asked me to do. She suggested that [ use my S
alarm or some other way to remind myself at 3:16 each day to remember o
John 3:16 and pray for someone’s salvation. It has been a blessing to me. - wws- 0

Thanks, friend! . .“- - bt b
This bookmark (shown on the right) is also something you can give to -

anyone or just use as a reminder to each of us of the task Jesus left us with. B oo

It also reminds me of how much God loves me and I love Him and His Son. | s semes

It can be ordered by calling or emailing the General Council Churches of " ==

God, (Seventh Day) or downloaded for free from our online store

(www.ACTSforGod.org/bookstore). See below for bookmark content.
God bless and keep you safe and standing firm in His love.

Blessings,

Linda

DOK President

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. ~ John 3:16

Let’s Break It Down:
For God:

Theos is the Greek word used here, it means god. Understand that this isn’t any theos, it's THE Theos; the Creator of
the Universe; the One who knew you and knit you together in your mother’s womb. The Alpha and Omega who
knew how things were going to go down, who knew the choices you would make and the pain that those choices
would cause.

So Loved:

Loved - agapao - to take pleasure in the thing, prize it above other things, and be unwilling to abandon it or do
without it. No matter what, no matter how much, no matter how deserving.

The World:

The kosmos - everything and everyone in it - including you. It is all about you, but He is so ample, that it is also,
simultaneously, individually, all about everyone around you.

That He gave:
Gave is an action word, didomi in the Greek. It has a really long definition, but, in the end it is the act of choosing to
do something. Let us not forget that He had the power and the desire to do this action or not, and He chose to do it
for you.

10 November/December 2024 ACTS



His only begotten Son:

The Creator of the universe created many things and continues to create things, to create us, but, He only begot
one son. He only gave His “DNA”, through the Holy Spirit, to one individual, Jesus Christ. We are created in His
likeness, but Jesus is His likeness.

That whoever:

God doesn’t play favorites, His gift is for everyone. That’s you, that’s everyone around you, that’s everyone you or
the world thinks is worthy or not.

Believes:

Pisteuo in the Greek is another action word. It means to commit one’s trust in something or someone. It’s the act of
trusting and committing to what was said, what was done, who He is.

In Him:

The “Him”, is Jesus Christ. Because of His divinity, He could do what no one human could do, take on the
punishment for every sin that every human has ever, or will ever, do. Jesus chose to do this.

Should not perish:

The unloving act that someone chooses to do, that act is sin; the punishment for sin is death. Death is the
permanent and total separation from the love and presence of your Creator.

But have everlasting life.
Someone had to be punished for what you did. God chose His son, His only son, to take your place, to take your

punishment. Why? Because He, the Creator of the Universe, loves you and wants you in His presence now and
forever.

This is the gospel message. Do you believe it? R

This corporative event
was sponsored by the -
Meridian Church of God [i= %
Seventh-day, the
General Council
Churches of God,
(Seventh Day) and several local groups and individual
believers to bless the community of Meridian, Idaho. We
were blessed by the live worship music, word of
encouragement, delicious food, and the activities for the kids.

Advocating Christ The Savior 11



Headquarters Happenings
Nov.-Dec. 2024

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any
comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my
joy by being of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind.

(Philippians2:1-2 ESV)

Greetings to you!

| pray this finds you well! It is so hard to believe that
in a few short weeks, this year will be over! It feels
like it has just begun!

As | sat down to write this update, I've considered
the many things we had hoped to accomplish this
year, and | find that there is still much to do!

We continue to work on the Maranatha online
courses, but progress has been slower than
expected. God willing, we will get back on track to
get these classes up and running soon.

The Publications Committee has been a great asset in
reviewing and updating some of our literature; they
have been working mainly on tracts and quarterlies.

We have been so blessed to get our irrigation
systems working again and our lawn is once again
green! We're so excited for you to see it next year!

Speaking of next year—the planning for our 75"
campmeeting has begun and we are very excited
about the plans so far!

The long legacy of this association of like-minded
believers would not have been possible without the
loving contributions of all of you. From the
contributions of the many articles and Bible study
materials to the financial donations and the
donations of time and materials, to—and most
important—the continued prayers of the many
members over the years, likeminded believers like
you and | have been able to work together to
promote our Father’s work. Through all of this and
much more, we are blessed to still be here to
celebrate and enjoy the fellowship and learning of
yet another Campmeeting.

We strive through our committees and boards to
plan and produce materials and events that fulfill the
vision to be, “An International Center for Fellowship
and Learning.” This vision, and that of those some 75
years ago who founded this organization, has always

been centered around learning more about our
Heavenly Father, through the help of His Holy Spirit,
and acting on our understanding of this knowledge.
Teaching about the saving work of His son Jesus and
loving on those around us all stems from this
knowledge and blessings.

As we plan to celebrate our 75“‘Campmeeting, we
ask for your prayers for the Campmeeting
Committee. We also ask for your prayers for the
other opportunities on which the pastors,
missionaries, congregations, and individuals are
working. Pray with us that, through the guidance of
the Lord through His Spirit, we can bless as many of
those around us as we can; that we can find those
far from God and help them into a lasting
relationship with our Father and His Son.

Blessings, sf

The “Establishing
In-Depth Christian
Friendships” Quarterly
} Forum presented by
our Ministerial Council
is now available on
our website,
ACTSforGod.org.

.................. e
Sept - 2024 “sonce. | Baane
Designated Funds
Building Fund 151.52 151.52
Campmeeting Fund -478.32 -760.87
Memorial Fund 450.00 450.00
Missions 15,182.23 15,373.23
Park Fund 3,960.00 3,960.00
Funds for Operating Expenses
General Fund 5,446.57 348.02
Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 3,056.39 -278.71
Average Monthly General Operating Expenses
for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 = $10,151.04
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"Oh. give thanks to the Lord! Call
upon His name: Make knoun
His deeds among the people!”

Psalm 105:1

We pray yvou are blessed by this testimony!

“Grace of Our Almighty God”

Tim & Diane Jenkins

St. Louis, Mo
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with
me;” (Psalm 23:4 KJV)

Wednesday, April 24 was a regular beautiful
spring day, yet a day that would be a test of faith.
Tim, my husband, was on a mission to get a booklet
copied for those at church. He took his motorcycle
and went to pick up the booklet at Gloria’s house, a
sister in Christ. Then he went to Fed-X to get the
copies, but wasn’t sure of how many copies to get so
he was on his way home. He tucked the booklet under
his jacket and about 2 miles from home he stopped at
a stop sign. A man who was traveling about 40 mph
hit him from behind. Tim went over the bike and hit
the pavement. The person drove right around him and
kept going. Thank the Lord three witnesses stopped
and immediately called 911. The police and the
ambulance were there in no time. All the witnesses
stayed with Tim and gave reports of what happened.
All stated the exact same thing about what happened.
One witness actually went looking for the driver.
They were all in disbelief. How could anyone hit
someone then drive around him and leave?

Normally, I would always go with Tim on the
bike, but that day I had a number of things going on I
had to do at home. I was in the kitchen when I got the
worst chills, shaking, and fear. I looked down at Bear,
our Yorkie, and said, “Something is terribly wrong.”
It was the same feeling I had when I lost my son
before anyone called, I knew it was bad. I know it
was the Lord that said, “Call Tim.” I did, but no
answer. He said, “Call again.” T did; then a female
answered.

I asked, “Who is this?”

She said, “Who is this? Are you family?”

I then knew; it was bad. She said Tim was in a
motorcycle accident. She laid down the phone and I
kept screaming, “Where is he? Please talk to me!” I
could hear all the commotion going on but had no
idea where he was or how bad. Then I thought for

sure | heard her say Rock Road and Woodson. I was
on my way. No, he wasn’t there. Then an officer
called me and said they were on their way to Mercy
Hospital. It was at Richard and Woodson, the
opposite way. She said she would stay with me on the
phone and be waiting for me at Mercy. She was such
a Godsend for me.

When I got to the ER, she was waiting for me.
Then I saw Tim; he was in such bad shape. Units of
blood were being brought in...neck brace...oxygen...
blood all over his face, all I could do was pray he
would live through all this. I ran to him and told him
how much I loved him, and that he would be coming
home. The doctor came in and told me he had 22
broken ribs. He was in and out of consciousness.
Then it showed he had a fractured back in several
places. I was trying so hard to take all of this in and
kept praying. Then God sent me the help and comfort
I needed, a young officer in training. He told me his
story, similar to Tim’s, and he said look at me now!
He was like 6’4” and all in one piece. Then Gloria
showed up to pray and sit with me, and then the
Chaplain came and prayed and stayed with me, one
after another. Strangers were lifting Tim and me up to
Jesus in prayer with love, hope, and faith. I knew Tim
would be coming home; the Lord was with him.

Tim ended up with 22 broken ribs, a fractured
back, and a broken foot. His face and knees were a
mess. His ribs were bleeding so they had tubes on
each side. He had a collapsed lung and a broken
collarbone. He got pneumonia; his one lung filled
with fluids. His bowels stopped working and he got
blood clots in his right leg. They took him off the
ventilator one day, then 2 days later had to put him
back on. His blood pressure kept dropping. They had
to give him several units of blood during the next 2
weeks. It was back and forth, one day saw
improvement, then the next day we’d go back a step.

The Lord kept me from being at the scene.
The book he had in front of him cushioned his ribs
from puncturing his lungs. When I needed support,
the Lord knew who to bring; I was never alone.

This all happened on a Wednesday. On
Sabbath morning as I sat with Tim, he tried to speak.
He had tubes down his throat, but he whispered,

Advocating Christ The Savior
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“Don’t close the church; see that it stays open.” It
never closed.

In 3 weeks, Tim was sent to rehab. The first
day he walked 30 feet without a walker or cane. They
were all amazed that this guy who was so “broken”
was ready to go home! Tim was home in one month
after the accident.

Oh, and the book that cushioned his ribs, well
it got lost at the hospital, for days. It was a special
one, “30 Years in Hell,” by a former catholic priest;
we hated to have lost it. I went on a search and it
showed up in his room on the Sabbath!

In 6 weeks, his collarbone had healed. At 6 %
weeks he was behind the pulpit praising God and

preaching again! At 3 months, his back brace was off
and she said, “Do what you feel like doing, but
slowly!” He was out cutting grass that week!

We serve a Mighty, Awesome God and Jesus
our Savior! We are still giving Him Praise & Glory
for all His Love, Mercy, and Healing! We wish to
thank all those who heard of the accident and lifted
him in prayers to our Mighty God in Jesus’s name for
the healing of Tim and for my peace, comfort, and
strength.

“Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the
LoRD; for he is Good: for his Mercy endureth
forever.” (Psalm 106:1 KJV)

SO

From the West Meadow

President Ronald Reagan is quoted as having said,
“The nine most terrifying words in the English
language are: ‘I'm from the government and I’m here
to help.”” Man’s government, from the beginning of
time, has been riddled with fraud, deceit, injustice,
and power grabbing. The very first one recorded for
us in God’s word is the city-state of Babble founded
by “Nimrod the mighty hunter” (Genesis 10:9) in
opposition to God. It was in Babel that the arrogance
and power grabbing led to the building of a tower to
reach into the heavens. They wanted to be recognized
for their power. God chose to scatter them before they
became as corrupt and evil as the generation before
the Flood.

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

no end” (Isaiah 9:6-7). The ruler/King of that
government will be Jesus the Christ. “For He is Lord
of lords and King of kings; and those who are with
Him [the saints] are called, chosen, and faithful”
(Revelation 17:14). The resurrected Saints will be
Jesus Christ’s co-rulers and judges in the Kingdom of
God here on this earth. See Revelation 20:4-6.

Too little has been made of the fact that Jesus
Christ came preaching, not a gospel message about
Himself, though He is the central figure of that
message, but He came preaching the gospel of the
Kingdom of God. “Jesus came to Galilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, ‘The

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom

God has given mankind several
opportunities at self-government
throughout the ages (Genesis
1:26), but man has always failed.
Adam and Eve, having been given
that domain, were placed in a
beautiful and fruitful setting with
the instructions to dress and keep

Man throughout history has
dreamt of a Utopian
government. It’s coming,
but it is something only God
can provide.

of God is at hand. Repent, and
believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14
-15). God’s kingdom will be a
literal ruling government, ruling
over the whole world. It will be a
time of peace, safety, and
prosperity. The Bible draws a
picture of what God’s Kingdom

and expand on it. We know the

story. In not listening to God, they turned their right
of dominion over to the serpent who has ruled,
blinded, and deceived mankind ever since. See 2
Corinthians 4:4 and Revelation 12:9. God also gave
His people, Israel, the opportunity for self-rule when
they entered the Promised Land. You can read the
Book of Judges to see how that went.

But there is coming, a time prophesied in God’s
word, when God will set up a new government, not of
man, but for man. It will be called “The Kingdom of
God” and will be ruled by God. “For unto us a Child
is born...and the government will be upon His
shoulder...of His government and peace there will be

will look like that includes
mankind living in peace on his own property,
enjoying the fruits of his labor — see Micah 4:4 — his
children playing safely among the wild beasts — see
Isaiah 11:6.
God will take control, and this time it will be an
everlasting government benevolently ruled by Jesus
Christ and the resurrected Saints. When will this
happen? “The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise” (2 Peter 3:9). We may not see it in our
current lifetime, but don’t worry. God is not willing
that any should perish. — Repent, and believe the
Gospel.

SO
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.
GOD
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
pseogle capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.
ESU

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God’s Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God'’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God's Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’S CONDITION
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God's
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God'’s family. God’s family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION
God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH
God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

Advocating Christ The Savior

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other

people. The church is the primary community designed by God

outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow

Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish

God'’s work. Individual church communities are human

organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the

local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH
Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the
relationship of individuals to God:

a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had
commemorated the Jewish Passover.

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus’s
instruction to serve each other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING
Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.
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ark Your Calendars!

Youth Camp

Body of Christ: Why Spending
Time with Other Believers Is
Important.

Speaker: David Palmer
Dates: June 25-29, 2025
Location: TBA

75" Annual Campmeeting
June 30-July 5, 2025

Business Meeting:
Wednesday, July 2

Annual Ministerial Council
Meeting: Friday, July 4

Please pray for the
planning of these events.
If you are feeling led to
volunteer or teach, please
contact our office!

Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is
set before us, looking unto Jesus,
the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat
down at the right hand of the

- throne of God.

rews 12:1-2 “
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