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Ministerial Council Letter 
May 2023 

Greetings! As Paul said to Titus, “Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
our Savior” (Titus 1:4). I hope everyone recognizes this grace, mercy, and peace in their hearts this month.  

Have you ever asked why God gave us the Sabbath? This was the topic of the discussion on the Ministerial 
Council Forum, held on April 23, where the question, “Why Observe Sabbath on the Seventh Day of the 
Week?” was addressed. We heard some excellent presentations by the panelists and some great questions 
were asked by the participants. I encourage each of you to check out the presentations that were shared and 
learn more about the observance of a Sabbath-rest on the seventh day of the week. This can be found at:  
www.actsforgod.org/ministerial-council-quarterly-forums-2/. 

As believers, we often ask ourselves the question of what we can or cannot do on the Sabbath day. The 
prophet Amos addresses those that ask that question with the wrong heart attitude in Amos 8:5-6, “Saying: 
‘When will the New Moon be past, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may trade wheat? 
Making the ephah small and the shekel large, falsifying the scales by deceit, that we may buy the poor for 
silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals—Even sell the bad wheat?’” Those Israelites saw the Sabbath as 
an infringement of their personal liberty—as a day that God had taken from them. What is our attitude 
towards the Sabbath?  

When Jesus came, he addressed wrong views of the Sabbath that were being taught by the Jewish leaders 
of His day. He summarized this when He said that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the 
Sabbath. Jesus also said that He was the “Lord of the Sabbath!”  

It is not God’s intention for the Sabbath day to be an infringement on our liberty. Yes, God gave us the 
Sabbath day as a weekly reminder of His authority over our time, our work, and our rest. It is in our nature 
to not want to be under authority to anyone. If we are led by our human nature, we do not want to submit to 
God’s authority in these areas. By submitting to God’s authority over the Sabbath, we are demonstrating 
our acceptance of God as our Heavenly Father and of Jesus as our Lord. We are acknowledging that He 
knows best what we need and that includes a day of rest from our weekly work and a day to worship and 
acknowledge God for who He is. Our observance of Sabbath says we acknowledge that we need one day in 
seven to be renewed both spiritually and physically. This is a sign of the true liberty we have under God 
through Christ. This principle doesn’t just apply to the Sabbath commandment but applies to all of the 
commandments.  

Hebrews 4:9 tells us that “there remains therefore a rest [“sabbatismos” or “Sabbath-rest”] for the 
people of God.” This is the only time the Greek word, “Sabbatismos” is used in the New Testament. This 
section of Hebrews is speaking of the rest we will have with Christ, but at the same time confirms the place 
of the Sabbath-rest. So, why do we have a Sabbath day? Because, through the Sabbath-rest we have a 
weekly reminder that Jesus came to give us a spiritual rest for eternity.  

As we come upon the summer time, plans are being made for the General Council Campmeeting, being 
held this year from July 3 through 8. This is also a time for rest and spiritual refreshment. Please keep the 
planning for the Campmeeting in your prayers. May God bless each one.  

In His service, 

Steve Boone 
Ministerial Council President 
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) 

Annual Ministerial Council Meeting 
July 6, 2023 @ 10 am MDT 



4 May/June 2023 ACTS 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, 
We first of all are very happy to get this good 

opportunity to write this report and give thanks to God that 
gave us the strength to do His ministries here in the 
country of Rwanda. 

We want to give also thanks to God for His protection 
upon us during the Covid-19, pandemic whereby many 
people died and many activities stopped all over and many 
people lost jobs but in every situation, we thank God. 

What is the country of Rwanda? 
The country of Rwanda is among the countries of East 

Africa. It is bordering to Burundi, Tanzania, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, and Uganda. I can say that it is a 
touristic country. 

As I am writing, we are in the period of remembering 
thousands and thousands of Tutsi who were killed during 
the genocide of 1994. Every year from 7th-13th April is the 
week where we have to stop what we do and enter in that 
period. After that time the activities continue, but also the 
period of remembrance continues until we finish 100 days. 
It means that the country of Rwanda is the country with 
the negative history. 

In Rwanda, the local language is Kinyarwanda. 
English is an official language, but French and Swahili 
languages are spoken, too. 

At the moment, I want to say that concerning what 
Horeb Church of God, 7th Day is doing in Rwanda is 

normal. We don't 
have a very special 
program that we are 
doing, only that the 
special thing is that 
people are receiving 
Jesus Christ as the 

Lord and 
Savior. That is 
special because 
when one sinner 
receives Jesus, 
the heavens 
celebrate for his 
salvation, 
Amen. 

Horeb Church of God, 7th Day has congregations in 3 
locations: 
1. Nyamyumba/Rubavu District in the Western Province, 
2. Kamonyi District in Southern Province, 
3. and a new one in Kayonza in Eastern Province. 

We want to give thanks for all the activities done 
during the past years of the ministry, and I thank God 
because this is my 
first time to give a 
report to the General 
Council Churches of 
God, (Seventh Day) 
and I am happy for 
that. 

Horeb Church of 
God, 7th Day has a 
women’s ministry 
(D.O.K-Rwanda) led 
by sister Albertine Ingabire and it’s a blessing because 
they are mobilizing themselves so that every local D.O.K 
in the local churches can have a project. Soon, you will be 
receiving the report of it. 

We have Horeb Orphanage, whereby we have around 

325 children in all the 3 locations (orphans, vulnerable 
children, and other children from poor families) and in 

Rwanda Report by Leonidas Ndayizeye  

This report was submitted to us by Leonidas Ndayizeye. Leonidas has been licensed by the General 
Council since 2016 and lives with his family Kigali, Rwanda. The Lord is doing a mighty work in 
Rwanda through these Brothers and Sisters, as you will read. We bring this and the other reports to 
you so that you can join us and these missionaries in prayer. Let us also praise the Lord for His great 
work being done!  
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September, we shall be starting “Horeb Nursery School”, 
whereby we shall be giving opportunities to children who 
did not get the opportunity to go to school. 

We have Youth Ministry, whereby in all our 3 
locations we have 97 youth and we thank God for that. 

Of our 3 locations, only one local church has its 
building (the local Church of Nyamyumba Rubavu 
District). The other 2 local churches are still renting. 

The last few years, we were able to support the 
children with the school materials, books, pens, soap, etc. 

I was also able to organize the church leaders from 

different denominations on the truth of the Bible, especially 
leaders who hide the truth of Sabbath. It was a good 
discussion and SOME understood. 

This very year of 2023, we were able to give Bibles 
and I want to thank God to all who supported in that very 
good work. 

This very year, 13 Muslims received Jesus Christ as the 
Lord and King. In Nyamyumba local Church, 9 Muslims 
received Jesus, in Karama/Kamonyi 3 people, and in 
Kabarondo 1 person. 

The last 5 years I was able to gather groups of people 
in cells/homes, whereby I shared the Word of God with 
people and many people received Jesus Christ. I was able 
to start a House Church in every location and I shared the 
Word of God until the Government, some 4 years ago, 
requested us not to put the church in the home or house of 
someone, and I could not continue to have such idea. 
However, I continued to meet some people in their 
locations. 

Challenges We Face 
We have church leaders who are in need of capacity 

buildings and they need training so that they can be well 
equipped on the truth of the Bible. It is in this way that we 
are organizing to see if, by the grace of God, we can collect 
the funds and start “The Church of God Mobile Bible 
School” whereby we shall have a program of at least one 
year. It is the opportunity I get to request if there is 
someone who is experienced in planning for the Bible 
School implementation, to reach out to me because I need 
advice. 

WHY THIS? Because I saw many times that there are 
wrong teachings that are moving around our people saying 
that we, people who take the Sabbath as Holy day, are lost. 
That is why I need to sustain the teachings in our churches. 

This same idea is bringing another challenge of the 
materials that are sent to us by the General Council 
Churches of God, (Seventh Day). They are very good 

materials, but our people always request me to translate it 
in Kinyarwanda language so that at least I can distribute 
those books to our congregations’ members. That caused 
me to think if any day, any time, we shall implement The 
Church of God Public Library, whereby we shall be able to 
have the materials translated in Kinyarwanda so that our 
people will be able to buy it at very small amount, as the 
support of the ministry of the Church in Rwanda. 

The last 4 years, we were able to open the Adults 
Literacy and Numeracy Program in a very deep village, and 
the program stopped because of lack of funds, but it was 
fruitful because people now know how to read the Bible 
and write. Right now, many people even from other Sunday 
keepers always ask us if we still have such a program of 
Adults Literacy. I told them that by the grace of God I will 
re-open it in at least 2 centers and it will be the good 
opportunity to win more souls to Christ with “Literacy in 
Evangelism — Rwanda.” 

Prayer Requests 
Pray for me so that God will bless me with the small 

means of transportation because sometimes it became a 
challenge to attend to the invitations I have as I have many 
invitations to go to share with others from different 
locations about the truth of the Bible. 

Pray for us so that God will provide us with the funds 
to build our Rwanda National Main office as we already 
have a big land in Eastern Province. That land will 
accommodate: The Church, Conference Hall, School, 
Offices, Accommodation/Hotel for the visitors, Kitchen, 
etc. If there is someone who would like to have a look at 
that land, I can take a picture of it or a video. 

Finally, in September, we shall be having D.O.K 
(Women) Revival Meetings but the dates will be 
announced later. Also in September, we shall be having 
Children Revival Meetings in Rubavu. In October, we shall 
be having National Youth Camp for 2 Days in Rubavu. 

Another very big prayer challenge is the government. It 
is requesting that each local church must have its own land 
and construction. We are praying. We don’t know what 
will happen next but they told us that before they put in an 
application that every local church must have the chairs in 
plastic not in wood. We have started to mobilize our people 
and started for contributions for looking for the chairs in 
plastic. 

That is what I wanted to give as a report. 
  
God bless you, 
  

Horeb Church of God,  
7th Day 

Pastor Leonidas 
 

lt-rt Pastor Leonidas with 
his associate pastor,  
Pastor Bizimani 
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I pray the Lord is springing many blessings on you and 
yours! 

Campmeeting is quickly approaching! It’s only a few 
weeks away; I pray you will be able to join us. More 
than anything we appreciate your prayers for this time of 
fellowship and learning! We still have areas that need 
volunteers, such as the helpers for the children’s classes 
and folks who have a heart for coordinating activities, 
especially for the Fourth of July! We also have paid 
positions that are in need of staffing. The Council pays 
the cooks, dishwashers, and those who clean the dining 
hall and restrooms. If you are interested in any of these 
positions, please don’t hesitate to contact our office! 
Also, if you happen to have an RV or camper that you 
would be willing to loan to someone coming from out of 
town, it would be greatly appreciated! 

These last few weeks, we have had an opportunity to 
update our website: www.ACTSforGod.org. We’ve 
rearranged a few things and have added a page for the 
Ministerial Forums. We have been blessed with several 
different types of Bible study resources and have opted 
to put them together under one tab called Biblical 
Resources. On this page, you will find links to our 
ACTS Magazine Archive, Campmeeting Audio 
Archives, Children’s Corner, Digital Studies and 
Ministerial Council Quarterly Forums pages. This page 
also has links to other Bible study resources. If you have 
a link that you think would be a blessing to others, 
please send me the link and we will check it out! We do not have all of our archived audio and ACTS online yet, but as 
time allows, we will continue to add these to the current selection.  

The Ministerial Forums have become a really wonderful resource for those who have attended and those who have gone 
back and reviewed the videos, as well as downloaded the resources, such as the PDFs of the PowerPoint presentations. 
We would love to get your feedback on those as well! 

One of the Scriptures that was referred to by the 
Campmeeting Committee as this year’s theme was 
being developed was Matthew 6:21, “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” I’ve 
been taking some time recently to meditate on this. I 
find that I treasure many things: my family, my 
friends, my fellowship at church, and even my sleep! 
As I have meditated, I’ve been asking myself, “Do I 
treasure these more than my Lord?” As we prepare 
our hearts for this upcoming Campmeeting, please 
join me in praying over this verse in our lives. I’m 
starting to fully understand that, to truly treasure 
anything, we must first treasure our Lord. Through 
Him, we can learn what the true treasure is, what is 
to be treasured, and how to treasure others. 

Blessings, sf 

By Sophia Fleming 
G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

Headquarters Happenings 
May/June 2023 

2023 Business 

Meeting Elections: 
General Council Board: (3-Year Term) 

Name Year Term Expires 
Earl Rice (President) 2023 
Roger Boone (Vice-President) 2023 
Don Syvanen  2023 
Craig Moore 2024 
David DeVous 2024 
Steve Boone 2025 
Les DeSouza 2025 

 
License and Credentialing: (2-Year Term) 

Name Year Term Expires 
Jonathan Carson (Chairman) 2024 
Denrick Rose  2024 
Craig Moore  2023 
Steve Boone 2023 
Les DeSouza 2023 
 

2023 Potential Licensees: 
Bassey Akpan, Nigeria 
Randall Avery, USA 
Martin Bizimana, Rwanda 
Byron Sanchez, USA 

Apr-23 Beginning Ending 
Balance Balance 

Designated Funds 

  Building Fund 2,800.00 2,800.00 
  Campmeeting Fund -10.08 1,339.92 
  Memorial Fund 800.00 950.00 
  Missions 16,038.64 17,972.38 
Funds for Operating Expenses 
  General Fund 14,787.75 9,385.47 
  Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 3,240.27 3,259.89 

Average Monthly General Expenses 
for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 = $9,500.00 
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Daughters of the King 
 I Am Accepted  
John 1:12  I am God’s child. 
John 15:15  I am Christ’s friend. 
Romans 5:1  I have been justified. 
1 Corinthians 6:17  I am united with the Lord, and I am one spirit with Him. 
1 Corinthians 6:20  I have been bought with a price. I belong to God. 
1 Corinthians 12:27  I am a member of Christ’s body. 
Ephesians 1:1  I am a saint. 
Ephesians 1:5  I have been adopted as God’s child. 
Ephesians 2:18  I have direct access to God through the Holy Spirit. 
Colossians 1:14  I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins. 
Colossians 2:10  I am complete in Christ. 
 I Am Secure  
Romans 8:1–2  I am free from condemnation. 
Romans 8:28  I am assured all things work together for good. 
Romans 8:31–34  I am free from any condemning charges against me. 
Romans 8:35–39  I cannot be separated from the love of God. 
2 Corinthians 1:21–22  I have been established, anointed, and sealed by God. 
Philippians 1:6  I am confident that the good work God has begun in me will be perfected. 
Philippians 3:20  I am a citizen of heaven. 
Colossians 3:3  I am hidden with Christ in God. 
2 Timothy 1:7  I have not been given a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and discipline. 
Hebrews 4:16  I can find grace and mercy in time of need. 
1 John 5:18  I am born of God and the evil one cannot touch me. 
 I Am Significant  
Matthew 5:13–14  I am the salt and light of the earth. 
John 15:1, 5  I am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life. 
John 15:16  I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. 
Acts 1:8  I am a personal witness of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 3:16  I am God’s temple. 
2 Corinthians 5:17–21  I am a minister of reconciliation for God. 
2 Corinthians 6:1  I am God’s co-worker (see 1 Corinthians 3:9). 
Ephesians 2:6  I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm. 
Ephesians 2:10  I am God’s workmanship. 
Ephesians 3:12  I may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
Philippians 4:13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

Victory Over the Darkness (revised/updated ed.) • Neil T. Anderson Bethany House,  
a division of Baker Publishing Group © 2020 used by permission 

 Who I Am in Christ By Neil Anderson 
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A Trip After School 
Paul jumped up from the table. The hands of 

the clock were saying, “Time for school! Time 
for school!” 

“Mother, may I walk past the Bee Man’s 
house on my way home? Billy and Ray are 
going that way.” 

It took a longer time to walk past the Bee 
Man’s house. But it was fun to see the white 
beehives. It was fun to watch the Bee Man 
working. This week, the Bee Man was busy 
getting the hives ready for spring. The boys 
wanted to watch. 

“No,” answered Mother. “We are going on a 
little visit after school. I want you to come home 
as quickly as you can.” 

Paul was almost out to the sidewalk when his 
little sister Linda called after him, “I know a 
secret! We are going…” 

A car honked loudly. But even over the 
noise, Paul was sure he heard Linda say, “We are 
going to Tony Brown’s.” 

“Tony Brown! Oh, no,” thought Paul. “I 
don’t want to come home from school and go to 
Tony Brown’s?” 

Tony Brown was an old friend of his father 
who lived alone. He was not well, and Mother 
often brought him cookies or a pie. But Mr. 
Brown didn’t like little boys or girls. When Paul 
came, Mr. Brown made him sit quietly in a 
corner. He frowned when Paul said anything. He 
frowned if Linda wiggled just a teeny little bit. 
Paul didn’t feel happy in Mr. Brown’s house. 

When school was out that afternoon Billy 
said, “Oh, come on, Paul, come with us. You 
don’t want to go to Mr. Brown’s house. If you 
come with us past the Bee Man’s house, you 
won’t get home in time. Then you won’t have to 
go.” 

Ray said, “My mother doesn’t know I’m 
going, but I am. We will be home before dark.” 

“Did you promise your mother you wouldn’t 
go past the Bee Man’s?” asked Billy.  

“No,” Paul said slowly. But he knew that 
when Mother asked him to be home right after 
school, it was just as if he had promised her he 
would. 

“Aw, come on! We’ll have lots of fun!” 
Paul almost said, “O.K., I’ll go with you.” 

But something inside him said “What would 
Jesus want? What would Jesus want?” 

And Paul said, “No, I’m going right on 
home.” Mother and Linda were waiting by the 
car. Linda was jumping up and down with 
excitement. “Aren’t you glad Paul? Aren’t you 
glad?” 

“Glad to go to Tony Brown’s?” said Paul. 
“Tony Brown? We’re going to Pony Town, 

remember?” 
“Pony Town? You mean the farm where they 

raise ponies and give rides and have turkeys and 
dog kennels? 

“Yes,” laughed Mother. “I’m going to order a 
turkey. You and Linda may ride the ponies, and 
see the funny burrows, and look at the new 
puppies. What made you think we were going to 
Mr. Brown’s?” 

“TONY BROWN—PONY TOWN” laughed 
Paul. “A car honked just as Linda said ‘Pony 
Town,’ and to me, it sounded like Tony Brown. 
Just think what I would have missed if I…” 

Paul stopped. Then he told 
Mother and Linda all about the boys 
begging him to disobey. 

“Even if we were going 
to Mr. Brown’s, I’d 
be glad,” said 
Paul. “I’d be glad 
that I’m doing 
what Jesus wants me to 
do.”  



 

 

D
anger of A

ll D
anger 

Scripture R
eading: 1 John 4:1-6 

M
em

ory Verse: 1 John 5:4 
N

aturally, no one person is free from
 physical danger, regardless of w

here he 
is. There are dangers everyw

here (one of the evils resulting from
 sin). Sin is 

deceitful; and w
hile som

e dangers m
ay be rem

oved by careful planning, there are 
points of danger that are ever w

ith us. M
any people m

eet danger in the hom
e, and 

there is no m
eans of travel absolutely free from

 it.  
B

ut physical danger is not the only form
 of danger. There are dangers in our 

spiritual w
orld. Physical death is serious, but m

ore serious are the dangers that 
affect the soul because they affect the chances of eternal life.  

Even C
hrist w

as not free from
 dangers, both physical and spiritual. H

e w
as 

tem
pted m

ore than any other person w
as tem

pted, but H
e overcam

e.  
If there w

ere no dangers threatening the soul, there w
ould have been no need 

for the m
any w

arnings in the scriptures. There are m
any w

arnings against 
deception, w

hich w
ould be unnecessary w

ere there no danger of being deceived. 
The enem

y has tried all through the centuries to deceive G
od’s people. For 

exam
ple the w

arning given in H
ebrew

s 2:1.  
The church has the w

ritten w
ord, and carelessness in reading and needing the 

sam
e is a great danger.  
W

e are w
arned to bew

are and not to be led aw
ay w

ith error of the w
icked 

and not to fall from
 our ow

n steadfastness (2 Peter 3:17). O
ur safety as C

hristians 
lies in the know

ledge and a love of G
od’s w

ritten w
ord, guided by the H

oly 
Spirit.  

C
hrist m

et the deceiver w
ith the answ

er “It is w
ritten” but the enem

y also 
know

s scripture, w
hich he uses w

ith the hope of causing confusion and doubt in 
the m

inds of C
hristians. H

e w
ill use “signs and lying w

onders, and w
ith all 

deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
 that perish; because they received not 

the love of the truth, that they m
ight be saved” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10, K

JV
). 

U
nless fortified w

ith the love of the truth, strong delusions w
ill m

ove one 
aw

ay from
 the truth, and there are m

any w
ays those strong delusions m

ay appear.  
1. 

W
hat deceptions did Christ predict w

ould com
e? Luke 21:8; M

ark 13:5-6; 
1 John 2:18-19, 21, 23 (first part); M

atthew
 24:4-8. 

2. 
W

hat did Paul say deceived him
? R

om
ans 7:11. 

3. 
W

hat w
arning is given in H

ebrew
s 3:12? H

ow
 m

ay this be avoided? 
H

ebrew
s 3:13-14. 

4. 
W

hat are som
e of the signs of the perilous tim

es Paul m
entioned? 

2 Tim
othy 3:1-7; 2 Tim

othy 3:13. 
5. 

W
hat did John say deceivers w

ould do? 2 John 7. 
6. 

H
ow

 m
ay w

e deceive ourselves? Jam
es 1:22-24, 26. 

7. 
W

ho is the great deceiver? Revelations 12:9; John 8:44. 
8. 

W
hat w

arning did Paul give in R
om

ans? R
om

ans 16:17-18. 
9. 

W
hy did Paul exhort to unity? Ephesians 4:13-15. 

10. H
ow

 w
ill the church overcom

e? 1 John 5:4-6. 
11. W

hat special w
ords of C

hrist should give us hope? John 16. 

W
e A

ll N
eed a Friend 

Scripture R
eading: John 15:1-17 

M
em

ory Verse: John 15:15 

Everyday w
e aw

aken to a very perverse and evil w
orld. M

an w
ill 

continually lie, cheat, steal, and kill until G
od sends H

is Son to claim
 H

is 
ow

n. K
now

ing how
 this w

orld is, w
e are in great need of a friend. Som

eone 
w

ho is alw
ays there and w

ill alw
ays help in tim

e of need. Even though w
e 

know
 Jesus is alw

ays by our side, w
hat about brothers and sisters in the 

church being our friends? They are also m
uch needed in our daily lives. 

1. 
W

hat m
ust w

e do to have friends? Proverbs 18:24 (first part). 

2. 
H

ow
 close should a real friend be? Proverbs 17:17 (first part). 

3. 
W

hat can separate friends? Proverbs 16:28. 

4. 
W

hat should be done to correct this? Proverbs 16:24; Proverbs 10:19. 

5. 
H

ow
 should a brother that is sinned against react? Luke 17:3-4; 

M
atthew

 18:35. 


 

True friends are not an everyday occurrence and at tim
es even true 

friends w
ill have their differences. Though w

ith G
od’s greatest gift, 

love, w
e should be able to overcom

e all differences for the sake of 
being united in spirit and in truth. 

6. 
W

ho is our greatest friend? John 15:14-15; R
om

ans 5:6-8. 

7. 
W

hat is the greatest love w
e can have for a friend? John 15:13. 

8. 
A

re G
od and Jesus our true friends? 1 John 4:20-21. 


 

M
aybe w

e need to think this out carefully. W
e cannot truly love the 

Father and the Son and hate, or hold grudges, or have anim
osity 

tow
ards one another. 

9. 
W

hat is the m
ost im

portant thing w
e can do for each other? R

om
ans 

13:8. 
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A R
eport C

ard from
 G

od 
Scripture R

eading: M
atthew

 25:14-30 
M

em
ory Verse: M

atthew
 16:27 

In the above scriptures w
e read of three people receiving talents and the 

result of their trading. Each w
as given an am

ount that w
as sufficient for their 

m
ental capacity to perform

 and exercise their ability to grow. W
hen the 

m
aster returned, he praised the tw

o but reproved the other.  
G

od has given each one of us precious talents and gifts and how
 do w

e 
put them

 to use in order to further the K
ingdom

 of G
od? H

ow
 w

ould the 
outcom

e be if G
od graded us on a scale as to how

 w
e did. O

n a percentage 
scale ranging from

 0-100 percent, how
 w

ould w
e rate if the subjects w

ere 
patience, faith, giving, and sacrificial living unto G

od? 
1. 

If one of the subjects w
ere tithing, how

 m
uch of the ten percent w

ould 
G

od expect? M
alachi 3:8-12. 


 

To keep even a portion w
ould be robbing G

od. 
2. 

D
id A

nanias and Sapphira hold back a portion and even w
orse lie about 

it? W
hat w

as their rew
ard? A

cts 5:1-11. 


 
H

ow
 m

any of us could be classified into this sam
e position, not just 

w
ith m

oney, but w
ith our lives? H

ave w
e put all our life on the altar 

or are w
e holding a portion back also? D

o w
e realize this and fully 

adm
it it to ourselves, or do w

e feel secure about w
hat w

e are giving 
to G

od? 
3. 

H
ow

 m
uch did the poor w

idow
 give? M

ark 12:14-16.  
4. 

W
ould G

od be pleased if w
e gave less than 100%

? R
evelations 3:14-

16; M
atthew

 6:24. 
5. 

H
ow

 m
uch on a scale of a percentage should our old nature be dead and 

how
 m

uch of a percentage should the C
hristian be alive unto G

od? 
R

om
ans 6:3-11. 


 

A
 person is either com

pletely dead or alive to sin. There is no 
halfw

ay point. 
6. 

H
ow

 m
uch did G

od give unto us on a percentage scale? John 3:16. 
7. 

W
ould you say C

hrist gave enough on the cross? Luke 23:36, 34. 


 
O

n a percentage scale, G
od and Jesus C

hrist gave 100%
 to us. D

o 
They not deserve the sam

e from
 us? C

hrist gave 100%
 w

hen they 
pierced H

im
 in the side; 100%

 w
hen they drove nails in H

is feet and 
hands; 100%

 w
hen the cleansing blood w

ashed our sins aw
ay. 

8. 
W

hat does G
od expect from

 us? 1 Peter 2:21-25, N
ote verse 23 (last 

part). 

Page 6 

G
ain T

hrough L
oss 

Scripture R
eading: M

atthew
 19:16-22 

M
em

ory Verse: Philippians 3:8 

W
hat did Jesus gain by dying for us? W

hat have w
e gained from

 H
im

 
dying for our sins? There have been m

any things w
e have given up in this 

w
orld in our attem

pts to serve G
od and H

is son Jesus. B
ut have w

e really 
lost anything if w

hat w
e are seeking to gain is so m

uch better than w
hat w

e 
think w

e have lost. Eternal life, w
hat m

ore gain can w
e ask for. 

1. 
W

hat does giving up earthly treasures help? M
atthew

 19:21; M
atthew

 
6:20; Luke 12:33; 1 Tim

othy 6:19; R
evelations 3:18. 

2. 
W

hat are the dividends of self sacrificing? M
atthew

 19:29; Luke 
18:29-30; M

atthew
 10:39; M

ark 8:35. 

3. 
H

ow
 about the loss of prideful life? M

ark 9:35; M
atthew

 23:11; 
M

atthew
 18:4; Luke 18:10-14. 

4. 
Life com

ing out of death? John 12:24; R
om

ans 6:4; 2 C
orinthians 

4:11; G
alatians 2:20; C

olossians 3:3-4. 

5. 
H

ow
 about holding onto this life? Luke 9:24; M

ark 8:36; 
1 C

orinthians 3:13-15. 

Som
etim

es w
e look too hard on the m

aterial things in life thinking w
e 

have really given up a lot. If w
e have thought of these as losses, w

e have 
not gained C

hrist. 
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This rewording will be voted on 
at the General Business Meeting 

on July 7, 2023 
Proposed New Wording 

License and Credential Procedure 
Anyone desiring to affiliate with the Council, with 

headquarters at Meridian, Idaho, as a licensed minister, 
may request an application form. 

Copies of the completed application shall be sent by 
the Chairman of the L&C Committee to each of the mem-
bers of the committee for review. Eligibility for licensing 
will be based on the following: (1) the responses in the 
application; (2) recommendation by a minister currently 
licensed or credentialed by the Council, who is able to 
vouch for the character and ministry qualifications of the 
applicant; and (3) Any additional information received 
during due diligence. 

Applications will be considered as received. The L&C 
Committee shall post a list of eligible applicants in two 
consecutive issues of the ACTS magazine, allowing am-
ple opportunity for any individual to voice their recom-
mendation or disapproval of any applicant under consider-
ation. The L&C Committee will consider any recommen-
dations or disapprovals so voiced as part of the final as-
sessment of applicants. All applicants approved by the 
L&C Committee shall be recommended to the Board of 
Directors for final approval. Each applicant must receive a 
majority vote of the Council Board for approval. 

Licenses issued by the Council shall be honored for a 
maximum of five years and may be revoked by the Gen-
eral Council Board at any time for just cause. The L&C 
Committee shall review all licenses and credentials every 
five years for renewal at the annual camp meeting starting 
in 2026. 

A licensed minister is an associate member of the 
Ministerial Council and not a voting member. Licensed 
ministers may participate in all discussions and debates, 
serve on committees, present reports to the Ministerial 
Body, and act in an advisory capacity. 

A licensed minister is eligible to become a creden-
tialed minister after being licensed for five years. Only 
credentialed ministers are eligible for leadership positions 
and have voting privileges in the Ministerial Council. 

In the event a local congregation or an isolated small 
group submits for consideration the name of a person not 
normally considered qualified for full recommendation as 
a licensed minister, but who is the recognized leader of 
their group, a “provisional license” may be granted which 
shall be valid only when working with the group designat-
ed on the license. Provisional licenses shall be issued for 
two years, renewable upon recommendation of the L&C 
Committee and approval by the Council Board.  

Current Wording 

License and Credentialing Procedure 
Anyone desiring to affiliate with the Council, with 

headquarters at Meridian, Idaho, as a licensed or creden-
tialed minister, may request an application form from the 
Council Secretary or from a member of the L&C Commit-
tee. 

Copies of the completed application shall be sent by 
the Council Secretary to each of the committeemen for 
review. Eligibility for licensing will be based on the fol-
lowing: (1) the responses in the application; and (2) rec-
ommendation by a minister currently licensed or creden-
tialed by the Council, who is able to vouch for the charac-
ter and ministry qualifications of the applicant. 

The L&C Committee shall post a list of all eligible 
applicants in a designated location at the beginning of 
Camp Meeting, allowing ample opportunity for any indi-
vidual to voice their recommendation or disapproval of 
any applicant under consideration. The L&C Committee 
will consider any recommendations or disapprovals so 
voiced as part of the final assessment of applicants. 

All applicants approved by the L&C Committee shall 
be submitted to the Board of Directors for final approval. 

Each applicant must receive a majority vote of the 
Council Board for approval. 

Licenses and credentials issued by the Council shall 
be honored for a maximum of five years, and may be re-
voked by the Board at any time for just cause. The L&C 
Committee shall review all licenses and credentials every 
five years. 

In the event a local congregation or an isolated small 
group submits for consideration the name of a person not 
normally considered qualified for full recommendation as 
a licensed minister but who is the recognized leader of 
their group, a “provisional license” may be granted which 
shall be valid only as long as the applicant remains in the 
same area working with the group designated on the li-
cense. 

Provisional licenses shall be issued for one year, re-
newable upon approval of the L&C Committee and the 
Board. 

In the event a situation demands immediate action, 
the L&C Committee with the approval of the Board may 
issue a provisional license, valid only until the next nor-
mal licensing schedule. 

The difference between licensed and credentialed 
ministers is as follows: (1) a licensed minister is an asso-
ciate member of the Ministerial Council and not a voting 
member. Licensed ministers may participate in all discus-
sions and debates, and present reports to the Ministerial 
Body and act in an advisory capacity. The four years 
serve as a “getting acquainted” and as a learning curve to 
inform them of the Organizational Structure; and (2) a 
credentialed minster extends all privileges of leadership 
positions, exclusively, having voting privileges in the 
Ministerial Council. 

Proposed L&C Article XII Changes 
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The following report was submitted to us by Ambrose Okoro of Nigeria. Ambrose is a licensed minister with 
the General Council and has been associated with the Marceline Church of God Seventh Day for many years. 
This report is a special blessing because Ambrose shares how, among other things, he has taken the 
teachings from the Ministerial Forums and used them and shared them with others. Through your support 
of the General Council, we have been able to make the other resources he mentions available. Praise God! 

Calvary Greetings!  
I had the chance of sending you the activities we had over here, but circumstances failed me. Before all else, I will, 

first of all, congratulate you on your work upon Christ’s unshakable rock of the Gospel. 
In the 1st quarter of 2023, there were some personal distractions, very exhausting funeral programs, and hectic 

preparations.  
I am glad that the “Equipping Youth” Forum of January 14, 2023, awakened our youths. Global reality is that 

youths have taken to various antisocial behaviors. These have manifested in a high degree of violence, criminality, 
parents-abuse, alcoholism, and drug addiction, among other social vices. Our youths took to 4 days of open-air 
evangelism in response to the need for the spiritual regeneration of youth in our society. 

April 4th-11th, we observed the Lord’s Supper and had daily open-field evangelism for one week. The theme was 
“You Are Not Condemned—A Message of Freedom.” The key texts were Exodus 12, John 3:14-16, and Luke 22.  

For the Ministerial Quarterly Forum on April 23, 2023, on “Why Observe Sabbath on the Seventh Day of the 
Week?” I contacted three ministers to join us in the Zoom link. Only one person succeeded and two were unable to join 

because of network failures. He lives in Cotonou Republic of Benin, not in Nigeria. The 
other two were from IMO State who had difficulty connecting to the Zoom link, namely 
Samuel and Alvan. May the Lord bless the speakers and all who made the program 
successful. 
Our adult lesson study guide is a mine of gold, its resources lie beneath them and we are 
thankful. The blessing of the Lord is upon all who gather every Sabbath, with thankful 
testimonies. 
 
Remain blessed. May God be with you today and always. 
Ambrose      

Report from Nigeria by Ambrose Okoro  

Go to www.ACTSforGod.org to find these  
and other free resources! 
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N ow faith is assurance of things hoped for, proof of things not seen. For by this, the elders obtained 
approval. By faith we understand that the universe has been framed by the word of God, so that what is seen has not been made 
out of things which are visible. 

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he had testimony given to him that he was 
righteous, God testifying with respect to his gifts; and through it he, being dead, still speaks. 

By faith Enoch was taken away, so that he wouldn’t see death, and he was not found, because God translated him. For he 
has had testimony given to him that before his translation he had been well pleasing to God. Without faith it is impossible to be 
well pleasing to him, for he who comes to God must believe that he exists, and that he is a rewarder of those who seek him. 

By faith Noah, being warned about things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared a ship for the saving of his house, 
through which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to go out to the place which he was to receive for an inheritance. He went 
out, not knowing where he went. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a land not his own, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God. 

By faith even Sarah herself received power to conceive, and she bore a child when she was past age, since she counted him 
faithful who had promised. Therefore as many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as innumerable as the sand which is by 
the sea shore, were fathered by one man, and him as good as dead. 

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them and embraced them from afar, and having 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a 
country of their own. If indeed they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had enough 
time to return. But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called 
their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

By faith, Abraham, being tested, offered up Isaac. Yes, he who had gladly received the promises was offering up his only 
born son, to whom it was said, “Your offspring will be accounted as from Isaac,” concluding that God is able to raise up even 
from the dead. Figuratively speaking, he also did receive him back from the dead. 

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even concerning things to come. 
By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 
By faith Joseph, when his end was near, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions 

concerning his bones. 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that he was a beautiful 

child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment. 
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill 

treatment with God’s people than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a time, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt; for he looked to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as 
seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer of the firstborn 
should not touch them. 

By faith they passed through the Red Sea as on dry land. When the Egyptians tried to do so, they were swallowed up. 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 
By faith Rahab the prostitute didn’t perish with those who were disobedient, having received the spies in peace. 
What more shall I say? For the time would fail me if I told of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the 

prophets—who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked out righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, grew mighty in war, and caused 
foreign armies to flee. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, not accepting their deliverance, that 
they might obtain a better resurrection. Others were tried by mocking and scourging, yes, moreover by bonds and 
imprisonment. They were stoned. They were sawn apart. They were tempted. They were slain with the sword. They went around 
in sheep skins and in goat skins; being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated— of whom the world was not worthy—wandering in 
deserts, mountains, caves, and the holes of the earth. 

These all, having been commended for their faith, didn’t receive the promise, God having provided some better thing 
concerning us, so that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

Therefore let’s also, seeing we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight and the sin which so 
easily entangles us, and let’s run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising its shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

For consider him who has endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, that you don’t grow weary, 
fainting in your souls. 

Hebrews 11:1-12:3 (WEB) 
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From the West Meadow A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins 
The apostle Paul tells us that the fifth 

commandment, to honor your father and mother, “is 
the first commandment with promise” (Ephesians 
6:2). In verse 3, Paul’s summary of the promise is 
“that it may be well with you and you may live long 
on the earth.” The fifth commandment is placed just 
so that it becomes a link between what Jesus calls the 
first command, love toward God, and the second, love 
toward neighbor. (See Matthew 22:35-40.)  

The family is the foundational cornerstone of 
society, the marriage of a man and a woman joining 
together, becoming in God’s eyes “one 
flesh” (Ephesians 5:31). The purpose of which is to 
produce “godly offspring” (Malachi 2:14-16). And—
as we see around us today—the more the family 
struggles, the more society crumbles. It is in the 
family that we first learn to love and not to hate. It is 
in the family that we should be learning the sanctity 
of marriage, learning not to steal, not to lie, and not to 
covet what someone else has.  

As I mentioned, the fifth commandment is also 
the link between the first four commandments and the 
last five. It is the link between the physical and the 
spiritual. In writing about the importance of marriage, 
Paul said it is the spiritual reflection of Christ and His 
Church. (See Ephesians 5:30-33.) God promises us, 
through Jesus Christ, life everlasting—life in the 
family of God. “I will be a Father to you, and you 
shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord 
Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:18). “The Spirit...bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God...heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ” (Romans 8:16-17). Our relationship with God 
is to be personal: Father and child. Even in our 
prayers we are to cry out to “Our Father.” Family is 
not only the foundation of the world, family is the 
foundation of the Kingdom of God.  

The first of God’s commandments is “I am the 
Lord your God...You shall have no other gods before 
Me” (Exodus 20:2-3). We are to call no one on earth 
our spiritual father, we have but “One...Father, He 
who is heaven” (Matthew 23:9). The second 
command reminds us that we don’t make our Father 
in our image, He makes us into His image (Genesis 
1:26-28). The third commands us not to take the 
family name in vain. As Christians, we are the sons 
and daughters of God, our brother is Jesus Christ. We 
are to honor that name in everything we do. The 
fourth commands us to gather together with our 
family weekly in the presence of our Father.  

The fifth commandment is indeed the 
commandment of promise. The promise of fulfilling 
joyful life here and forever more. It is the family that 
brings physical life to the world—it is the Family that 
will bring life everlasting. Jesus told Peter 
“Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left 
house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for 
the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive 
many times more in this present time, and in the age 
to come eternal life” (Luke 18:29-30).        
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THE BIBLE 
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of 
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it 
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired 
revelation of God.  

GOD 
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called 
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always 
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and 
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free 
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave 
people capabilities designed for living according to His purpose. 

JESUS 
Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man, 
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully 
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning 
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God’s 
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and 
the intercessor to God for each of God’s children. 

HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at 
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by 
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and 
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and 
purposes. In the New Testament God’s Spirit worked the divine 
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God’s Spirit 
guided the development of the early church and the spreading 
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God’s Spirit 
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement, 
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human 
limitations. 

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for 
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the 
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing 
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He 
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday 
evening. 

STATE OF THE DEAD 
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting 
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During 
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of 
God’s family will become immortal and those who have 
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time. 

MAN’S CONDITION 
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s 
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in 
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is 
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for 
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their 
own reverse this separation. 

MAN’S SALVATION 
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His 
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into 
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling 
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and 
accepts inclusion to live in God’s family. God’s family will live 
eternally. 

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION  
God created people to live as members of His family, which 
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy 
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those 
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on 
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose 
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire 
that people love each other more than desire for self. The 
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a 
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of 
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God’s continual 
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living. 

THE CHURCH 
God designed creation for people to live in connected 
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God 

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other 
people. The church is the primary community designed by God 
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is 
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s 
followers. The church is not only the local believer communities 
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow 
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish 
God’s work. Individual church communities are human 
organizations that need Godly leaders. God’s Spirit directs the 
local group and enables it to do God’s work. Such local 
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and 
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common 
objectives establishes connection between individual churches. 

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the 
relationship of individuals to God: 
a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God 

expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His 
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the 
church community. 

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the 
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of 
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread 
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and 
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had 
commemorated the Jewish Passover. 

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and 
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus’s 
instruction to serve each other. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY  
The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous 
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable 
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience 
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into 
his family. 
God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as 
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and 
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but 
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love 
for creation. 
When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses 
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When 
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New 
Covenant, God’s nation became internalized by all believers 
located in all nations. 

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING 
Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual 
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and 
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and 
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God, 
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept 
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the 
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing. 

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND  
THE KINGDOM OF GOD  

We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up 
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations 
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will 
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the 
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home 
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from 
sin and the curse of death.  

SIGNS OF THE TIMES  
We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of 
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will 
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities 
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing 
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of 
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those 
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His 
offer of reconciliation to all.  
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NEEDS FOR 2023 CAMPMEETING 
 Prayer 
 Children and Adult Activities 

Coordinator(s) 
 Campers and/or RVs for use  

by out-of-town travelers 
 Singers and musicians for the  

worship teams 
 Specials – these can be musical 

or words of encouragement, etc. 
 Items for the Daughters of the 

King booth and auction 
 Paid positions needing to be 

filled: Cooks, Dishwashers, and 
Bathroom & Dining Hall 
Cleaners. 
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