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President’s Letter

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The last year has just flown by and Meridian Campmeeting is fast approaching. The Campmeeting
planning committee has been hard at work to get everything done. If you are interested in volunteering or
teaching a class, please contact Sophia or Sheryl at the General Council Headquarters.

The local Meridian Church of God 7" day is celebrating their 100 year anniversary in September.

In the last year we have lost some godly men. Warner Sheldahl, Samuel Carson, Alroy O’Reggio, Keith
Slawson, and Don Smith passed away. They were men that you could look up to and they inspired us to be
better. Their contributions to the General Council helped continue the Lord’s work. Matthew 5:4 states
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” While we mourn for their passing, we shall be
comforted to know that they will be with our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

I hope to see you at the Meridian Campmeeting and hope you all are doing well.

Earl Rice Mark your calendars!
president Campmeeting July 3-8, 2023

General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day)

Donald Eugene Smith, 95, of Kuna, Iaho passed away peacefully at his
home on Tuesday, February 14, 2023. Don was born July 25, 1927 in
Stratton, Nebraska to Fern Margarite & Ralph Leslie Smith. He married
Phyllis Joann Weber in March 1949. To this union, three sons were born:
Donald Earl, Tommy Allen, and Jerry Leon Smith. After Joann’s death,
he married Eileen Riggs who has three living sons, Richard, Gary, and
Bradley Riggs.

Don attended church faithfully and was often found fixing things around
the church building and the General Council that needed repaired. He
served on the Board of Directors of the General Council for many years.

Don loved the Lord and was a loving, caring family man and will be
greatly missed.

Keith Wayne Slawson, 67, passed away at his home surrounded by his wife and
children on December 12, 2022. Keith was born in Roseburg, Oregon on August
24, 1955 to Athen and Barbara Slawson, joining his brother David and sister
Deborah.

In 1976, he married the love of his life and best friend, Nancy Solis. It was not
very long before four sons, Jeremy, Jason, Joseph, and John, completed their
family, for the time being. In 1991 it was time to change scenery. The family
moved to Wilder, Idaho. A new state brought many changes, and at the age of
43, Keith welcomed into his arms his one and only princess, Jaclyn. It was also
here that Keith’s children found spouses and began to build homes of their own.
One of his greatest joys was to spend time and make memories with his
grandchildren.

Keith supported the General Council, often behind the scenes.
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Proposed L&C Article XIl Changes

This rewording will be voted on at
the General Business Meeting on
July 7, 2023

Proposed New Wording

License and Credential Procedure

Anyone desiring to affiliate with the Council, with
headquarters at Meridian, Idaho, as a licensed minister,
may request an application form.

Copies of the completed application shall be sent by
the Chairman of the L&C Committee to each of the mem-
bers of the committee for review. Eligibility for licensing
will be based on the following: (1) the responses in the
application; (2) recommendation by a minister currently
licensed or credentialed by the Council, who is able to
vouch for the character and ministry qualifications of the
applicant; and (3) Any additional information received
during due diligence.

Applications will be considered as received. The L&C
Committee shall post a list of eligible applicants in two
consecutive issues of the ACTS magazine, allowing am-
ple opportunity for any individual to voice their recom-
mendation or disapproval of any applicant under consider-
ation. The L&C Committee will consider any recommen-
dations or disapprovals so voiced as part of the final as-
sessment of applicants. All applicants approved by the
L&C Committee shall be recommended to the Board of
Directors for final approval. Each applicant must receive a
majority vote of the Council Board for approval.

Licenses issued by the Council shall be honored for a
maximum of five years and may be revoked by the Gen-
eral Council Board at any time for just cause. The L&C
Committee shall review all licenses and credentials every
five years for renewal at the annual camp meeting starting
in 2026.

A licensed minister is an associate member of the
Ministerial Council and not a voting member. Licensed
ministers may participate in all discussions and debates,
serve on committees, present reports to the Ministerial
Body, and act in an advisory capacity.

A licensed minister is eligible to become a creden-
tialed minister after being licensed for five years. Only
credentialed ministers are eligible for leadership positions
and have voting privileges in the Ministerial Council.

In the event a local congregation or an isolated small
group submits for consideration the name of a person not
normally considered qualified for full recommendation as
a licensed minister, but who is the recognized leader of
their group, a “provisional license” may be granted which
shall be valid only when working with the group designat-
ed on the license. Provisional licenses shall be issued for
two years, renewable upon recommendation of the L&C
Committee and approval by the Council Board.

Current Wording

License and Credentialing Procedure

Anyone desiring to affiliate with the Council, with
headquarters at Meridian, Idaho, as a licensed or creden-
tialed minister, may request an application form from the
Council Secretary or from a member of the L&C Commit-
tee.

Copies of the completed application shall be sent by
the Council Secretary to each of the committeemen for
review. Eligibility for licensing will be based on the fol-
lowing: (1) the responses in the application; and (2) rec-
ommendation by a minister currently licensed or creden-
tialed by the Council, who is able to vouch for the charac-
ter and ministry qualifications of the applicant.

The L&C Committee shall post a list of all eligible
applicants in a designated location at the beginning of
Camp Meeting, allowing ample opportunity for any indi-
vidual to voice their recommendation or disapproval of
any applicant under consideration. The L&C Committee
will consider any recommendations or disapprovals so
voiced as part of the final assessment of applicants.

All applicants approved by the L&C Committee shall
be submitted to the Board of Directors for final approval.

Each applicant must receive a majority vote of the
Council Board for approval.

Licenses and credentials issued by the Council shall
be honored for a maximum of five years, and may be re-
voked by the Board at any time for just cause. The L&C
Committee shall review all licenses and credentials every
five years.

In the event a local congregation or an isolated small
group submits for consideration the name of a person not
normally considered qualified for full recommendation as
a licensed minister but who is the recognized leader of
their group, a “provisional license” may be granted which
shall be valid only as long as the applicant remains in the
same area working with the group designated on the li-
cense.

Provisional licenses shall be issued for one year, re-
newable upon approval of the L&C Committee and the
Board.

In the event a situation demands immediate action,
the L&C Committee with the approval of the Board may
issue a provisional license, valid only until the next nor-
mal licensing schedule.

The difference between licensed and credentialed
ministers is as follows: (1) a licensed minister is an asso-
ciate member of the Ministerial Council and not a voting
member. Licensed ministers may participate in all discus-
sions and debates, and present reports to the Ministerial
Body and act in an advisory capacity. The four years
serve as a “‘getting acquainted” and as a learning curve to
inform them of the Organizational Structure; and (2) a
credentialed minster extends all privileges of leadership
positions, exclusively, having voting privileges in the
Ministerial Council.
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Headquarters Happenings

March/April 2023

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

Life is so precious. Over the last few weeks, I've been
reminded of just how important time with others can be.

That’s what fellowship is all about, time with others. That’s
one of the reasons we host Campmeeting each year, why
we’ve been holding quarterly Ministerial Forums, and why
we encourage and publish reports like the ones from Josko
Kibet and Samuel Marques (and hopefully more.) We want
to share in fellowship with those in our families, but also
with our faith family.

% /
(]
WUhere does leaswie lie?
Our mission statement for the last few years has been that ¢
we wanted to be an “international center for fellowship and

learning.” The ministerial forums and Campmeeting are
ways that allow us to participate in both of these objectives. | pray that you have a chance to join in these activities. The next
Ministerial Forum is scheduled for April 23" and Campmeeting is scheduled for July 3"—8™.

This year at Campmeeting, we will be ratifying Article XIl as shown on page 4. These changes were discussed at the 2022
Campmeeting and will be voted on during our General Business Meeting that is scheduled for Friday, July 7. We’ve traditionally
held our business meetings on the Wednesday of Campmeeting, so this will be something new.

We've uploaded all of the videos from the Ministerial Forums so far to our YouTube Channel. These first two forums have focused
on energizing and equipping youth. Through a variety of speakers and participants the Lord has presented many powerful and
thought-provoking concepts. For your convenience we have created PDF study guides from the PowerPoint presentations given
during many of the presentations. These study guides are available on the Digital Studies tab on our website under “Energizing and
Equipping Youth.” From this page you will also find links to the corresponding YouTube video. If you would like a copy of the
PowerPoint presentations to present or share with your church or organization, please contact our office and we would be happy
to pass them along to you as well. In this time, like times past, our youth are under an attack spiritually and we are charged
through Scripture to give them the tools and spiritual weapons needed to succeed. The Bible says that, “All your children shall be
taught by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your children” (Isaiah 54:13). Let us join the Lord in this great and powerful work
so that all shall be blessed by the peace and joy of our Lord.

We would like to thank the Bible Church of God 7™ Day in Hiawatha, Kansas for the use of their Home Bible Study material for our
Bible study inserts found in the center of the ACTS magazine. We will be using their studies for the next several issues of the
magazine. Does your church or organization have quarterlies or Bible studies that your group has written? Would you be willing to
share them with other groups or individuals around the world? If so, please contact our office. Once reviewed by our Ministerial
Council we will do the formatting and uploading of the studies so that they can be shared with others on our website and in print.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration to share

your blessings with others! J -23 Beginning Ending

an Balance Balance
We still have many areas where you can volunteer to -
help at Campmeeting. There are also paid positions Designated Funds
that need to be filled. Campmeeting is a joint effort Building Fund 2,800.00 2,800.00
that is a blessing to the volunteers, workers and Campmeeting Fund -10.08 -10.08
participants, we pray that you will be able to join us! If Memorial Fund 800.00 800.00
you can help for part or all of the week, please contact Missi 15547 14 16.038 64
our office and we will pass your information on to the Issions z i z :
Campmeeting Committee. Funds for Operating Expenses
We pray that this spring springs forth many blessings General Fund 13,383.18 14,787.75
to you and yours. Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) 3,110.77 3,240.27
sf Average Monthly General Expenses

for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 = $9,500.00
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This report was submitted to us by Samuel Marques. Samuel is a newly licensed minister of the
General Council and resides with his family in Sao Paulo State, Brazil. As you will read, the
connection with the church in Brazil happened many years ago and we celebrate in the Lord
the many accomplishments the Lord has done through these men and women of God, and

pray with them as they continue the work there.

Forty Years in the Desert

by Samuel Marques

“And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD
thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine
heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or
no” (Deuteronomy 8:2 KJV).

It was on March 31, 2018 that this passage from the
Holy Scriptures was the basis of our meditation in the
Saturday service. We made the following reflection: about
to complete forty years of the presence of the Church of
God of the Seventh Day in Brazil, what are the results that
we have to present?

The fortieth birthday was very close. There was only
one year left if we consider 1979 as the date of the first
contacts between the pioneers and the North American
Church. On the other hand, it would be five years left if we
count back to 1984 when these same pioneers were
baptized by ministers Edward Saunders and Carlos Garcia.

Let’s use 1984 and reflect on what our legacy will be
in 2024 when we reach the age of forty. We all know that
a lot can be done in forty years. Not forty days, not forty
weeks. It’s forty years. And what did we do? We cannot
let this long period of time be wasted wandering around in
the desert.

We realized that, despite overcoming many
challenges, we had not advanced in important areas, some
of which are essential for the good progress of God’s
Work in any country.

Following this reasoning, I mentioned three initiatives
that were still lacking:

1) Publishing House

Literature is an indispensable tool for fulfilling the
mission of evangelizing. The written message was the
methodology chosen by God to transmit and perpetuate
the message of salvation and the absence of literature in
our own language represents a barrier to the
advancement of the gospel. Brazil is a country of
continental dimensions and few brothers are able to
enjoy Church literature available in English or Spanish.

I was already working on translating the book on
Systematic Theology, but when it was ready I didn’t
have the financial resources to print it. Nor did we have
an initiative to offer Bible School lessons, booklets, and
other important materials.
2) Faculty of Theology

We have a generation of leaders working in local
churches and some of them are part of the pioneer
group. But how long will they be active? And what are

the initiatives to form new leaders? Where will the new
missionaries and pastors of the Church of God Seventh
Day in Brazil come from?

This is a very serious concern because “My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). It is
common to witness the total mischaracterization of
some churches when a second generation of leaders
takes over the work and this is not what we want for the
Brazilian Church. Theology faculty can help us
maintain the purpose, mission, and values received
from the pioneers.

3) Digital Strategy
Gospel preaching moves forward and the tools always
change. We realized that it was necessary to promote
significant advances in this area as well.

Times later, the pandemic promoted the Church’s
digital presence to the category of an essential item.
Online services and remote assistance are no longer an
exception but have become a routine for churches.

So, at the end of this sermon, I invited the brothers to a
prayer campaign asking for God’s direction on these three
topics.

The first pastors
to join were Eugénio
Gongalves  Junior,
from the Church of
God Seventh Day,
located in the city of
Colombo, State of
Parana (pictured to
the right with his
wife Fabiana) and

pastor Jaime Vieira,
from the Church of
God in the city of
Lontras, in the state of
Santa Catarina (pic-
tured to the left with
his wife Terezinha).
We prayed, fasted and
continued working to
gather other pastors
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around the project of living the next forty years with more
results.

In 2019, we gathered seven more pastors from
different cities and states to support the prayer campaign
and later the financial campaign to publish the Book of
Systematic Theology;

In 2020 we began the regular publication of Bible
School lessons;

In 2021 we launched the book on Systematic
Theology in Portuguese. The first edition had 300 copies,
of which 212 have already been distributed;

In 2022 we approached the General Council in
Meridian even more, through contact with Pastor Jonathan
Carson and Sister Sophia Fleming, to license one of our
pastors.

In 2023, we launched the mobile application with
exclusive content in videos, files for download and live
programming transmission including services and Bible
school.

Today we consider that the Publishing House is a
reality; that the digital strategy has already taken its first
step and that the faculty of theology remains a dream.

But we are already celebrating the arrival of the
fortieth anniversary with some positive results, more union
among the pastors and more conditions to achieve the
main goals of the Church: glorification of God,
evangelization of the world and edification of the members
of the Church.

Grateful to God for the support we have received from
the General Council. I ask that all the brothers pray in our
favor, so that the Church of God in Brazil can leave the
desert and make great achievements for the Kingdom of
God in the next forty years.

Pastor Samuel Marques
(Pictured with his wife
Ana Lucia)

LR

(Left) Church of God Seventh Day
Sao Jose do Rio Preto City
Sao Paulo State
Pastor Samuel Marques and wife Ana Lucia

(Right) Church of God
Seventh Day
Colombo city
Parana State

Pastor Eugenio Jr.
and wife Fabiana

(Left) Church of God
Seventh Day
Lontras city

Santa Catarina State
Pastor Jaime Vieira and wife
Terezinha
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Ghilarers Gorrer!

Follow the Leader

Mr. Turner was a very good farmer; and, as
he thought that every good farmer should have
some sheep, he owned some of the nicest sheep
in the country.

Mr. Turner had a son; and, as all good
farmers do, Mr. Turner thought all boys should
have some work to do. He knew that children
need a few chores to do to teach them how to
work.

He had told Teddy that he should always
watch the sheep and see that they were all right
and stayed in the pasture where they belonged.
Across one end of the pasture next to the garden
was a board fence. As Teddy was pulling weeds
out of the bean rows, he heard a noise; and
looking up he saw a sheep in the garden with
him. Before long all the sheep were in the
garden, and, work as he could, he could not get
them back into the pasture.

Running to the field he called, “Daddy, oh,
Daddy, come and help me get the sheep out of
the garden.”

“How did they get in the garden?” Mr.
Turner wanted to know.

“One of the sheep jumped over the fence
where that loose board is, and soon all of them
were in the garden.”

Getting off the tractor Mr. Turner went with
Teddy to the garden, and soon they had the
sheep back in the pasture. As they were fixing
the boards higher Daddy said, “Sheep are about
like people. They like to play Follow the
Leader.”

“How do they play ‘Follow the Leader’?”
Teddy wanted to know.

“When one sheep found this low place in the
fence and jumped over, the rest saw him and
they followed, one by one, until they were all
over the fence,” explained Daddy.

“When I play with the other boys, we play a
game of follow the leader,” Teddy told his

father.

“That is the way most people do, only it isn’t
play. They see someone they like do something,
and then they want to do the same thing,” Mr.
Turner said.

“Yes, when you got the new tractor, Mr.
Brown had to get one just like it. I know of
several who have bought things just because
somebody else had them,” Teddy said.

“There are other ways that people play
Follow the Leader, too,” Mr. Turner remarked.

“What are they?” Teddy wanted to know.

“In our actions is one way. We are always
watching the other fellow, and what we see him
do we are apt to want to do also. And if we want
to do anything we are apt to try to do it.”

“Just how do you mean?” Teddy asked.

“Well, you see, the sheep had good feed in
the pasture and they were not supposed to be in
the garden. But one old sheep decided that he
would try something else and he jumped over the
fence. When the other sheep saw him go over the
fence and do something that he should not have
done, they just followed his example, one by
one, and soon they were all where they should
not have been,” the boy’s father told him.

“God has told us what is right and what is
wrong. The right way is like the good pasture,
and we should stay in the right way. But some
people see something that is wrong and they
shouldn’t do, but it looks good to them, and the
first thing they know, one person will be doing
something that is wrong, or going to some place
where they should not be. When another person
sees that one doing those things, they think
perhaps it is all right; and they do wrong, too.”

“I see what you mean, Daddy,” Teddy said.
“Then before long these people have led others,
and then there will be lots of people who are
following the leader and doing wrong.”

“That is just the way it is. But Jesus calls us

8
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

DECEIVING AND BEING DECEIVED

Scripture Reading: Genesis 3
Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 3:13

Lying and deceiving are running at an all-time high. Every day we hear
on different media outlets all about it. Where will it ever end? We know the
Bible prophesied about these things in the last days. A question we need to
ask ourselves is, “Could I be the one deceiving and being deceived?” Time is
short. We need to come to grips with ourselves and make sure our hearts are
swept clean from anything that would detour us from Eternal Life.

1. Who was the first deceiver? Genesis 3:1; Revelation 12:9.

2. How can we be deceived by Satan? Titus 3:1-6; Ephesians 5:3-5. (By
not having your guard up, which is letting Christ into our everyday
life.)

3. Can we be deceived by so-called friends or acquaintances? Ephesians
5:6-7; Ephesians 5:11-12.

4. Can we be deceived by always wanting worldly or material things?
Proverbs 27:20; James 4:2-3.

5. Are we so strong that we can’t be deceived? Matthew 26:41;
2 Corinthians 11:14.

6. When we practice to deceive, what do we usually do? Proverbs 12:19,
22; Psalm 52:2-3.

7. What did a moment’s deceit do for Ananias and who was he really-
deceiving? Acts 5:1-11.

8. What more must we be to accept God’s words and not be deceived?
James 1:22-27. (To be doers constantly).

If we just look in God’s mirror now and then, we soon lose sight of His
will. However, if we are constant and sincere about looking in this mirror,
God will show us our spots and blemishes. If there is any deceit or unclean
thing, it must be removed, and He will show us how to do that also.

Psalm 19:14 states, “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my
redeemer” (KJV). Let us do all things in truth in the sight of God and our
fellow man and not be found “deceiving or being deceived.”

Page 8

REBELLION

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 65:1-7
Memory Verse: [saiah 1:2

Since the beginning of time, man has not followed after the ways of God,
but has done wickedly in the sight of the Lord. In most cases, man has
rebelled because he wants to do things differently than what God wants to do.
As far as man is concerned, we can see he has not changed. In fact, man is
becoming even more rebellious as the end times draw near. Let us all
earnestly pray to be freed from the spirit of rebellion.

1. What is rebellion? 1 Samuel 15:23; Isaiah 65:2. (As in the days of old,
people have not changed.)

2. Who were some of the prophets who rebelled against God? 1 Kings
13:1-24; Jonah 1:1-17.

3. After we become new creatures in Christ, what does God require of us?
Isaiah 1:16-20.

Note: The dictionary says rebellion means resisting management or control.
In this case, rebellion means resisting God.

4. Can our own thoughts be rebellion? Isaiah 55:8-9.

5. Is conforming to this world a rebellion? Romans 12:1-2.
m.gwmgﬁooﬁrowémﬁﬁoB_uo_ﬁwmxoacmwo;wwZﬂwﬂﬁ-ww.
Q

What will God do to a rebellious people? Ezekiel 20:38; 1 Corinthians
6:9-10.

8. Was it in man from the beginning to be rebellious? Ecclesiastes 7:29;
Genesis 2:16-17; Genesis 3:1-6.

Note: If we follow a good cake recipe, we should turn out a pretty good cake.
If not, it might fall just as man will fall if he rebels and doesn’t follow God’s
instructions in this life. God will instruct if we obey and do not rebel.

Ingredients of a good cake recipe — follow strictly

Flour and eggs — for togetherness (for trials and such) Sugar — for love
(of God and our fellow man)

Butter — for flavor and smoothness (in this world full of hardness and
deadness)

Salt — seasoned well (to make a good stand)

Baking Powder — God’s Holy Spirit (for us to rise to His calling to do as
He asks)

Page 1
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Provided by the Bible Church of God 7th Day, Hiawatha, Kansas

GOD’S HEALING WAYS
Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-19
Memory Verse: Psalm 103:13-14.

It is true that God knows each part of us from the top of our heads to the
bottom of our feet. We are but dust, and we know it doesn’t take much wind
for dust to blow away. We, as dust, can’t always take a lot before we become
fragile and break. God has made all of us and knows what methods to use
when we are sick to bring us back to health. We must realize, however, that
God’s ways are His own. Therefore, only He knows how and if He will heal
us of our infirmities.

1. What dreaded disease did Naaman have? 2 Kings 5:1
2. How did God use Elisha to heal Naaman? 2 Kings 5:10-14.
3. How was Hezekiah healed of his disease? 2 Kings 20:1-7.

Note: Here are only two of the many methods God used to heal. They both
took faith and obedience.

4. What are some instances of how Jesus healed people? Matthew 4:23-
24; Luke 9:10-11; Matthew 8:1-3.

Did the Apostles heal the sick? Acts 5:12-16.

What is another way God would have us to be healed? James 5:13-16.
Does God always heal quickly? James 5:10-11.

Does God always heal completely? 2 Corinthians 12:5-10.

L o N W

What may make our healing a slow process? Proverbs 14:12; Proverbs
3:5.

Note: God’s ways are very deep and many of them we do not understand.
Leaning on our own understanding could be a big mistake, especially where
our life is concerned. Read Romans 11:33-36.

10. What must we have so we may be healed? James 1:3-4; Hebrews 11:6.

11. God has healed many of us at various times. He always does it His
way. As long as we look to God with faith and patience, He will see us
through. However, we can’t choose the how. Let’s leave that to God.

Page 6
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CAN YOU WEAR YOUR BROTHER’S SHOES?

Scripture Reading: Galatians 6:1-10
Memory Verse: Galatians 6:1

Many times in our lives things have happened to us to let us know that
we are still in the hands of the Lord. Sometimes things happen to us
because of disobedience, sometimes for our admonition and sometimes the
Lord will chastise us to help our spiritual growth. Too many times when a
brother or sister has done a wrong, we are ready to jump down their throat,
not stopping to consider we may have been, or could be, in a like situation
ourselves. We know how merciful God is to us. Maybe we should be more
merciful to others. Can we wear our brother’s shoes?

1. What should we do when we find a brother in a fault? Galatians 6:1;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12. (Let’s show our brother or sister they don’t stand
alone.)

2. What could cause us to stumble and fall from God’s grace? Matthew
26:41, 1 Corinthians 8:9.

3. If we cause our brother to fall, against whom do we sin?
1 Corinthians 8:9-13.

4. s it right to think someone else’s trials and difficulties are not as big
as ours? Galatians 6:5, 1 Peter 4:12; Ecclesiastes 9:1-3.

5. Are we to compare or judge our sins to others’ sins? Romans 2:1-3.

6. What does Paul say about the Jews justifying their sins and
condemning others? Romans 2:16-29.

7. What should we do before attempting to judge others and their sins?
Matthew 7:1-5, Luke 6:41-42; 1 Corinthians 10:12.

8. What is the first thing our brother needs rather than condemnation?
Ephesians 4:32; 1 Peter 3:8-9.

Note: It is true that God hates evil and sin. Therefore, we also should
despise them. Let us not, however, be found hating the person that does the
sin. We were all at one time lost in sin and may have even strayed from the
truth after conversion. We should keep these things in mind and have
compassion and mercy if our brother needs help back on the path of
righteousness.
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His sheep, and He wants us to follow Him. He
should be our leader, and He will not lead us into
the ways that are not right. He said that when a
shepherd putteth forth his sheep, ‘He goeth
before them, and the sheep follow him: for they
know his voice’ (John 10:4 KJV). And in John
10:14 Jesus says, ‘I am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of mine” (KJV).

“Then we should follow Jesus wherever He
leads us,” Teddy said thoughtfully.

“Yes, Son. When we know that Jesus is
leading us we should be willing and eager to
follow Him by doing what He wants us to do,”
Mr. Turner answered.

“You know, Daddy, some of the boys have
been trying to get me to swear, and I have said

some bad words a time or two. Now I see how I
was playing follow the leader, only I was
following the wrong leader. I remember the Bible
teaches that we are not to swear at all. [ am going
to try not to follow the leader in the wrong
direction any more.”

“That will be a good boy, and if you will talk
to Jesus and follow His teachings you will never
be led over the fence into the paths of
wickedness. The way Jesus leads will be in the
paths of righteousness,” Mr. Turner told his son
as he finished nailing the fence board in place;
and they both knew that they would try to follow
Jesus, the Good Shepherd.

by Edith Lippincott

Connect the dots and then color the sheep
above. Do you think he follows a good
leader? Do you? What choices can you
make that show you are following a good
leader? Who can you talk to when you
need help making good choices?

Color the sheep below.
She is making a good
choice to follow the Bible
and make God her leader.

Advocating Christ The Savior



: The following report was submitted to us by Josko Kibet. Josko is a licensed minister with the
éGeneraI Council from Bomet County, Kenya. He has been on mission in Nairobi, Kenya working
: with The Bucket Ministry in the Kibera Slums. Josko, his wife Prisca, and now four children have
been residing in Nairobi for over one and a half years. Josko and The Bucket Ministry are very
igrateful and thank the Lord for the support donated through the General Council.

KIBERA MISSION REPORT January 2023

INTRODUCTION
Dear Readers around the Globe,

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. I write
this as part of our testimony of what we are doing with
other Missionaries in The Bucket Ministry—Kibera
Project—Nairobi, Kenya, Africa
(https://thebucketministry.org/).

For those who have never been to Kenya and
particularly Kibera, note that Kibera is one of the largest
slum/informal settlements in Africa, high in population,
full of different cultures, and several disadvantaged
families struggling with several social/health/religious/
spiritual issues and many need to hear the gospel of
hope. So the best way you can HELP THEM is to lead
them to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and
pray for them. This is the reason Bucket Ministry is
doing missions in Kibera.

Mission work is an area you cannot ignore as an
individual or as a church. You ought to engage yourself
as a missionary or support a missionary, both at a
personal level and at the church or organizational level.
It is also important to note that Jesus commanded us to
make disciples until He comes back again. Choosing to
do missions, therefore, is in accordance with the
command of Jesus Christ which He commanded us in
the following scriptures and it’s the best activity we can
engage ourselves in: Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) “Then
Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.”” Mark 16:15-16 (NIV) “He
said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good
news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.’”

ACTIVITIES & ACHIEVEMENTS
BUCKET MINISTRY

This picture to the right is a data summary of what we
did last year. The figures represent homes or individuals
who heard the good news of Jesus through a program

OF THE

that is done daily by the missionaries. Looking at this,
it’s clear that The Bucket Ministry Kibera Mission is
one of the largest in the world to have a team of about
100 missionaries waking up every 6 am to ensure they
come together for prayer before going out sharing the
good news of the love of God daily. In doing so, the
missionaries do the following activities:

1. Distribution of water filters and follow-ups in
homes to ensure the filters are functioning well and to
do discipleship teachings. This is the main activity of
the Bucket Ministry. Last year, we distributed 32,134
bucket filters which represents the total number of
recipients who sat down to hear the gospel. Also
conducted 90,898 home visits (follow-ups) and
managed to teach 104,865 discipleship teachings. Some
of these discipleship lessons include; Go make
disciples, Come to Jesus, Repent and Believe, Love,
Baptism, Giving, and many others that Jesus
commanded.

After a distribution, we do three visits (follow-ups) in
each home. We have been able to move from house to
house daily, walking short distances for a period of 8
hours daily to ensure we do discipleships in the homes.
With this in mind, without this opportunity, we would
not have gotten to meet thousands of people who have
heard the gospel and now are followers of Jesus Christ,
discipled to disciple others. Romans 10:17 (NIV)
“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word about
Christ.”
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2. Baptism. Many of those who believed got baptized.
The Bucket Ministry donated a portable Baptistry to be
used not only by The Bucket Ministry teams but also to
be made available for use by any local church here.

3. Linking new believers to church. There are those
believers who got baptized and don’t belong to any
church. So they are connected to one of the local
churches.

4. Train church leaders to disciple the new believers

something needs to be done. By donating a bucket filter
and parasitic worm tablets, The Bucket Ministry is
helping many homes physically to have improved
health preventing waterborne diseases and this becomes
a point of entry into the community with the good news
of Jesus Christ. John 4:10 (NIV) “Jesus answered her,
‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you
for a drink, you would have asked him and he would
have given you
living water.””

Locally sourced
parasitic
medications.

—

—

STORIES AND
TESTIMONIES

We share the stories
we collect on an app
called Storyteller and
send them to The
Bucket Ministry leadership.

But let me share this, we have a family of Agnes where
four people got saved. One of them was a drug addict
and has surrendered his life to Jesus, and the Lord
answered our prayers that he got a job.

We had a mother who has not had a good marriage
relationship. When she shared this with us because she
needed prayers and counseling, we shared the gospel
and prayed for her that the Lord may help her and after
our advice, she felt relieved.

In summary, we have those who:

attached to them. There is a
Task Force Department linking
churches to partner with The
Bucket Ministry where they
take over the discipleships
where The Bucket Ministry has
done distribution and follow-
ups.

5. Provision of parasitic
worms tablets to recipients.
This has helped in deworming.
However other health issues
which are not related to water,
need prayers and probably

1. hunger for the true gospel.

2. are willing to obey the
missionary call of going to
make disciples.

3. are willing to be trained more
on the word of God.

4. want to discuss Islamic
religion versus Christianity
and other resources but time
is limited.

5. want to invite us to upcountry
villages to begin using this
tool across Kenya.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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CHALLENGES
There are so many challenges but let me mention a few.

A. False teachings. Because of existing false
teachers, sometimes you have to know how to
present yourself in order for the gospel to be
accepted. We have Muslim brothers who were
Christians before challenging that Quran has not
been altered whereas the Bible has been altered.
At some point, I was asked, “Are you one of
those who slap people in the name of chasing out
demons?” and when I said no, I was welcomed to
share.

B. Untrained church leadership. This is about the
need to give them teachings or training on how to
share the gospel or how to go out and make
disciples.

C. Lack of adequate spiritual and counseling needs
to missionaries. Sometimes it’s important to look
into individual challenges, those considered as
negative challenges in order to address and
strengthen the faith of a missionary.

CONCLUSION

I hope you now feel the reason why you should be a
missionary or why you should support mission work
and perhaps you can have more understanding when
you get an opportunity like this where you will
experience the real work. Look also at Paul’s
missionary journey and you will see the achievements
as well as the challenges on his missionary work. Pray
therefore for all mission works.

Doing missions in Kibera has been a fulfilling
experience when we see people breaking down in tears

as they decide to follow Jesus Christ. And the goodness
about mission work or mission evangelism is that Jesus
Christ had already prayed for us. In the prayer of Jesus,
He had already prayed for the message we share in the
mission field. He said, “My prayer is not for them
alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me
through their message” (John 17:20, NIV). So we
would like you to pray for missions in Africa and the
Lord bless all.

RECOMMENDATIONS

I recommend the following:
a) The need to train more people through the
establishment of pastoral lessons or training
college on the basic Bible lessons.

b) The need to support missionaries so that they can
live with their families within the mission field.

c) The need to provide counseling sessions to the
missionaries once in a while to reduce stress.

d) The need to address other health issues apart from
water-borne diseases by partnering with health
service providers and other partners who can
establish medical facilities or medical camps.

e) The need to expand to rural villages as well as
other countries with the Gospel.

f) The need to train human resource management to
ensure smooth working together.

VOTE OF THANKS

We thank God for the great work that has been going
on. Let me pass on our acknowledgement of the support
we get from all the Bucket Ministry Leadership and
every donor supporting the facilitation of mission.
Sincerely, we appreciate the Sawyer Products

organization because of
the high-quality standard
filters recognized globally.
Finally, we thank the
Kibera Community leaders
who ensure that the project
is  running  smoothly
without any  external
influence and interference
together with the Ilocal
churches in Kibera.

Blessings,

Bro. Josko Kibet
Missionary at Kibera and
License minister
joskokibet@gmail.com
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Daugliters of the Jitng

Greetings sisters,

| sit here wondering how to say what is in my heart and how much | love each of you. God has been
prompting me to stop trying to control my life and wait for Him to show me the path He wants me to take.

Since my husband passed, | have been struggling to find my purpose. A very good sermon this month
made me sit up and listen. This question hit me and tears came to my eyes “How big is God?”.

Do | ask God first and then be still and wait or do | think that | know what | should do and just go ahead
and try to make it happen? | fear that many times | don’t wait and | just do....How many times did | say “I"?
| am sure God is giving me an answer to that question and may | be willing to say God instead of I.

Psalm 46:10 tells me “Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the heathen, | will be

exalted in the earth” (KJV).

Pray with me that | might listen. | know that God has more work to be done than willing workers.

God bless, Linda

A note to let you know we are looking to purchase the water/ice dispenser for the camp. We thank

everyone for their generous support and prayers.

We were able to help purchase some grass seed for the area that is very weedy and rough between the
dining hall and local church. Again, thanks for your support and prayers.

We are still looking for teachers and a children’s class coordinator for this year’'s campmeeting. The
DOK will help purchase class materials and needs to order them soon. If God has put this on your heart,
please contact the General Council in Meridian or you can contact me as well.

The Camp theme is God is my strength! Where does your treasure lie?

Anger

Anger...our world is full of anger.

Anger...at that driver who does not follow the rules of the
road and puts you and your family at risk.

Anger...at the many telemarketers and scammers that call
and bother you and your family.

Anger...at that medical diagnosis which changes your
plans and future.

Anger...that members of our own families don’t see things
like we want them to and they will not even listen!

We as God’s people need to listen to what God is doing
and saying, not the culture, friends or family. We need to
be the example people look toward when the going gets
rough and have words of advice straight from the word of
God...the Bible. God’s compassion and love for His
people is found in many scriptures. Try each day to find a
new verse to give you peace as you read your Bible. The
Holy Spirit can help you carefully choose your words and
actions.

“And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are
more than they that are with them” (2 Kings 6:16 KJV).

In this battle, we have the Lord with us! God’s
compassion moves Him to help suffering people as we
become victims. Remember, He loved us when we were
yet sinners (Romans 5:8)..and will never leave us or
forsake us (Deuteronomy 31:6). As believers, we have

By Becky Lincoln

great power but often fall back on what we can do or what
we want to do and forget to ask the Lord what He wants
us to do in a situation.

“A soft answer turneth away wrath: But grievous words
stir up anger. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge
aright: but the mouth of fools pours out foolishness. The
eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and
the good” (Proverbs 15:1-3 KJV).

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16 KJV).

Be the calm words in any situation and call on the Lord to
help you control your words and emotions. Be gracious in
all you do, be grateful and hopeful. The Lord is a great
example to follow!! Instead of raising our voice or using
harsh words during a conflict, may we show wisdom and
love to others as God guides us by His Spirit.

“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
plenteous in mercy” (Psalm 103:8 KJV).

Be grateful and trust in the Lord. He may not answer you
in the way you want Him to, but He is always with you.
Our need to pray is ever constant. In church, in the car,
and always in our homes! Let God be in the story of your
life on a daily basis, and you will find peace in these
troubled times.

LR
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“Do this in remembrance of Me.” wLuke22:19)

Land’s Supper Senvice

The 14th of Nisan (Abib) will begin
after sundown on April 5, 2023.

From the West Meadow

“So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him” (Revelation 12:9). Is it any
wonder why the world is in such turmoil? The
turmoil, the lawlessness, the depravity all seemed
to have reached new lows. Could it be because, as
verse 12 of Revelation 12 says, Satan “has come
down...having great wrath’™?

Who is this Satan anyway? Just a figment of our
imagination? A nonexistent entity to blame for evil?
Or is he as real as the Bible says? As real as all the
angels, as real as Jesus Christ, as real as God Himself.
In John 8:44 Jesus gives reality to Satan when He
declares “there is no truth in him. When he speaks a
lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar
and the father of it.” The root of all lying and
deceptions in this world is Satan, he is “the father of
it.” It was Satan who challenged Jesus to bow down
to him and worship him (Matthew 4:9). In John
12:31, Jesus calls him “the ruler of this world.” Paul
calls him “the prince of the power of the
air” (Ephesians 2:2) and “[ruler] of the darkness of
this age” (Ephesians 6:12). From Isaiah 14 and
Ezekiel 28 we see that he was once called “Lucifer,
the son of the morning” (Isaiah 14:12) one of “the
anointed cherub” (Ezekiel 28:14) that covered the
very throne of God. Satan became proud and vain
because of his beauty and position. In his vanity he
thought he could become like God and in the process
lied to and deceived a third of the angels (Revelation

A Column by Pastor Wes Higgins

has “accused them before our God day and
night” (Revelation 12:10). See an example in Job 1:6
-12. Satan has wrought the world with evil, from the
destruction of Adam and Eve to the debased
mindlessness and immorality of today’s world.
Romans chapter one paints a picture of the world he
has created.

But Satan has no real power over God’s people.
Satan is the liar, deceiver. Whereas God’s people
follow Jesus Christ, “the way, the truth, and the
life” (John 14:6), and we are all sanctified by that
truth (John 17:19). As Christians, we have “authority
over all demons” (Luke 9:1). As Christians, we can
“resist the devil and he will flee from [us]” (James
4:7). As Christians we are the children of the true
God and He has given us the power to overcome this
world, just as Christ has overcome the world (John
16:33; 1 John 4:4; 1 John 5:4). “And they [that is, the
followers of Christ] overcame him [Satan] by the
blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony,
and they did not love their lives to the
death” (Revelation 12:11).

There will come a time when Satan no longer
rules this earth. Christ and His saints will rule
(Revelation 20:4-6). It will be a time of peace and
prosperity. Christ while on earth proclaimed this time
as the good news “of the kingdom of God” (Mark
1:14). And we are called upon to pray for it (Matthew
6:10) and by our actions to hasten it (2 Peter 3:12).
But until then: “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth....
For the devil has come down to you, having great

12:4). One of Satan’s greatest deceptions is wrath, because he knows he has a short
convincing people that he doesn’t exist, while at the time” (Revelation 12:12).

same time influencing evil all over the world. He

stands before God as the accuser of the brethren who O
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief

THE BIBLE
God has revealed Himself through the Bible. Divine guidance of
the writing, preservation, and translation of the Bible makes it
the most accurate, complete, reliable, and divinely inspired
revelation of God.

GOD
God, called I Am (YHWH) in the Old Testament and called
Heavenly Father by Jesus in the New Testament, has always
and will always exist. God created earth with all of nature and
controls it for His purposes. God created people with free
choice to live on earth in relationship with Him and gave
pseogle capabilities designed for living according to His purpose.

U

Jesus is the divinely born Son of God, and is the Son of Man,
who is the divinely anointed Messiah. He was sent to fully
reveal the Heavenly Father to mankind and to die an atoning
sacrifice. He created the path to reconcile individuals into God'’s
family. Today Jesus is the head of God’s Kingdom on earth and
the intercessor to God for each of God'’s children.

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the power of God recorded working at
creation and throughout the Old Testament. God worked by
His Spirit through God’s chosen leaders, His children, and
governments on the earth to accomplish His plan and
purposes. In the New Testament God'’s Spirit worked the divine
birth of Jesus and empowered Jesus for ministry. God'’s Spirit
guided the development of the early church and the spreading
of the Gospel to known lands. Today the work of God's Spirit
includes convincing people of sin, righteousness, judgement,
and enabling people to accomplish God’s will beyond human
limitations.

CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Jesus prophesied that He would be buried in the grave for
three days and three nights to provide a sign that He is the
begotten Son of God. From prophecy and the many timing
references about activities around Jesus, we believe that He
was buried on Wednesday evening and resurrected Saturday
evening.

STATE OF THE DEAD
Death of this mortal life is a condition of “unconscious” waiting
until the return of Jesus Christ at His second coming. During
the end time, mortal bodies will be resurrected. Members of
God'’s family will become immortal and those who have
rejected God will be destroyed at their appointed time.

MAN’'S CONDITION
Since creation people have naturally chosen rejection of God’s
sovereignty and pursue self-interest as their guide for living in
God’s creation. This has resulted in death for all. The result is
that earth is a place of difficult labor and lives of hardship for
the duration of separation from God. People cannot on their
own reverse this separation.

MAN'’S SALVATION
God shows his extreme love for people, His creation, and His
design for life on earth by His provision to reconcile people into
His family. God sent Jesus, who in love, became the reconciling
sacrifice for everyone who believes in the reality of God and
accepts inclusion to live in God'’s family. God's family will live
eternally.

A HOLY LIFE AND SANCTIFICATION
God created people to live as members of His family, which
includes pursuing His design for living on earth. God is holy
and desires His family to live lives differentiated from those
who pursue serving self and natural earthly desires. Focus on
Godly living becomes the primary purpose of life. This purpose
not only leads to pursuing the reality of God but also His desire
that people love each other more than desire for self. The
ability to achieve this purpose starts with reconciliation into a
relationship with God when the Spirit of God becomes part of
the inner person. Experiencing the reality of God'’s continual
presence and activity enhances one’s day to day living.

THE CHURCH
God designed creation for people to live in connected
communities. This increases people sharing their love for God

and experiencing Him. It also increases their love for other
people. The church is the primary community designed by God
outside of family units. The name “The Church of God” is
commonly used in the Bible to identify communities of Jesus’s
followers: The church is not only the local believer communities
but also a collective community of all individuals that follow
Jesus. The Spirit of God enables the church to accomplish
God's work. Individual church communities are human
organizations that need Godly leaders. God'’s Spirit directs the
local group-and enables it to do God'’s work. Such local
churches are each responsible for their own teachings and
activities. Degrees of fellowship, unity, and pursuit of common
objectives establishes connection between individual churches.

ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

Jesus initiated practices of the church to strengthen the

relationship of individuals to God:

a) Baptism by immersion is a declaration by a child of God
expressing their acceptance of God’s reconciliation into His
family. This celebration by believers receives them into the
church community.

b) The Lord’s Supper/Christian Passover commemorates the
sacrifice of Jesus to bring reconciliation to the children of
God. Jesus instructed His followers to eat unleavened bread
and to drink the fruit of the vine to remember His body and
blood that was sacrificed. And to do this as they had
commemorated the Jewish Passover.

c) The washing of feet ceremony at the Lord’s Supper/
Christian Passover is for the church, as a community, and
for individuals to recognize and remember Jesus'’s
instruction to serve each other.

THE TEN COMMANDMENT LAW AND THE SABBATH DAY

The Ten Commandments, given by God, are to teach righteous
words and actions to all mankind. This standard of acceptable
behavior reflects the necessary personal inward experience
that leads people to know God and accept reconciliation into
his family.

God established the sunset to sunset Seventh Day Sabbath as
a gift to mankind to break from work, responsibilities, and
burdens for one day a week. This gift not only rejuvenates but
calls for remembrance of God who set it apart and of His love
for creation.

When God established Israel as His personal people, Moses
handed down civil laws to govern the lives of Israelites. When
the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah instituted the New
Covenant, God'’s nation became internalized by all believers
located in all nations.

PRAYER AND DIVINE HEALING

Prayer is the opportunity to connect to God in spiritual
communication, to worship and praise Him for His love and
work on earth. It is the way to approach Him with needs and
to express concerns for the needs of others. Prayer is to God,
recognizing Jesus as mediator, and seeking to know and accept
God’s will in life. We believe in the “laying on of hands” of the
elders and the prayer of faith for divine healing.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
We believe that Jesus the Messiah will return to earth to set up
the physical Kingdom of God, to rule in place of earthly nations
that withstand God and His righteousness. His return will
initiate the resurrection of the dead, the reward of the
righteous, the earth made new and become the eternal home
of the children of God. Afterwards the earth will be free from
sin and the curse of death.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

We believe that Bible prophecy has indicated the seasons of
events that will occur near the return of Jesus. Those times will
include increasing rejection of God and increasing calamities
facing mankind. The current challenges that nations are facing
are likely the work of God moving towards the soon return of
Jesus. As such, more diligence is required to reach out to those
around and to stand on the truth of God’s existence and His
offer of reconciliation to all.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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