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President’s Letter 
Greetings to all in the name of our Lord and Savior,  

Campmeeting 2023 planning has started. Please keep the planning committee in your prayers as they 
continue planning next year’s campmeeting.  

The Lord continues to bless the General Council in providing for our needs. There are several 
projects that we will be working on before the next campmeeting. Here are a few of the projects. 

1. We will be installing handicap accessibility doors to the restrooms in the multipurpose 
building. 

2. The men’s restroom in the multipurpose building will be painted. 
3. Work continues on the park across the ditch. 
4. We are continuing to work on the sprinkler system.  

There are many trials that we as Christians are going through, so we need to remember that Romans 
12:12 says we should be “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer.” We 
need to continue to pray for each other, our churches, and our nations. Please keep the General Council 
in your prayers as we continue our work.  

Earl Rice 
President 
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) 

 



4 November/December 2022 ACTS 

 

Why is this article important? 
Idolatry, as recorded in the Bible, began as early 

as in the first book of Genesis. One example, found in 
Genesis 31:32, is the story of Laban pursuing Jacob 
over stolen idols. Surprisingly, idolatry is growing 
increasingly worse in this era and thus becoming a 
strong force, resisting the gospel of Jesus Christ 
which is the true worship of our Almighty God.  

Idol worship not only takes the form of graven 
images which people bow down to and worship, but 
also anything else that is given glory other than God 
the creator. Anything that replaces God in one’s life 
becomes an idol to him or her. 

The questions we need to ask ourselves are these: 
“Is God happy seeing people worshiping something, 
someone, or an image instead of Him? Or taking all 
their time in their own activities, or having their own 
pleasures without having a moment to acknowledge 
God?” Not at all. God is never, and has never, been 
happy seeing people practicing idolatry and He will 
punish this sin as He commanded in Exodus 20:3-5. 
He remains God Almighty, the creator, and all glory 
and honor belong to Him 
forever. 

Even if idolatry is bringing 
money, bringing food to the 
table, performing miracles of 
healing, or lifting people to 
positions of power and 
leadership, it still remains a 
practice against God’s 
command and must be 
stopped. 
Mission stories 

I was on a gospel mission 
at a certain village in Kenya. 
The village elder took me to 
his neighbor, an elderly man, who was standing 
outside his house. He looked at us so strangely as we 
approached. After I introduced myself, he said, “I 
don’t welcome strangers but the way you have 
introduced yourself, you sound different. You must 
be a good person.” I didn’t understand what he meant 
by “a good person” until after he shared with me his 
story of how he struggled to handle a case of 
witchcraft after he stepped on the witch’s land in 
eastern Kenya. His car got stuck in a dry place as if it 
had a mechanical error, and this elderly man shared 

how the witch came and performed some rituals to 
unlock him and he continued his journey! Then he 
said, “I see you are not a witch, but I don’t trust 
anyone.”  

Then later, I was taken by a lady to the next house 
to pray for a sick cow! In the community are those 
practicing the killing of cows by witchcraft powers. 
At first, I didn’t understand why she thought the cow 
needed prayers and it was my first time to think of 
whether to lay hands on a cow. Could this be a 
temptation? I decided to pray in my heart with my 
eyes open so it didn't create a scene.  

Then recently we went to a village near Lake 
Magadi to distribute bucket filters. The first person 
who was standing waiting for the guests happened to 
be an elderly man who introduced himself as 
“Laibon,” a Maasai community name for a diviner, a 
sorcerer, or someone with spiritual power. He said 
that he has customers coming from Nairobi to pay for 
his services so that their business can grow. That day, 
the pastor later invited me to share the gospel when 
many people had turned up to collect their bucket 

filters. I was worried about 
the presence of the Laibon 
spirit, although he himself 
was there to collect a bucket 
filter. I shared the good 
news anyway and many 
turned up for prayers, except 
the Laibon. When we started 
coming back to do more 
distributions, we asked the 
host pastor to tell us the 
history of the village. He 
said it used to be sad as the 
Laibon used to control the 
community with fear, but 
currently, since the first 

distribution, there are so many new believers of Jesus 
Christ that the powers of the witches and sorcerers are 
diminishing.  

The third incident is about a mother in Kibera 
who was preparing to go to Tanzania hoping to meet 
a more powerful witch doctor since she believed her 
faith in Christ was so little that she could not 
overpower his brother-in-law who she said had 
bewitched her children. Holding her hands as she 
shed tears, we prayed together and discipled her on 

IDOLATRY IN  by Josko Kibet  

These stories tell you 

just a small portion of 
the dark world of 

idolatry and the fight 

against the true 

worshipers. 

TODAY’S SOCIETY 
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prayer and told her that with even little faith she can 
overcome the evil forces. 

Lastly, my field partner shared a story of a well-
known idol worshipper in Morogoro, Tanzania who 
has several followers. She narrated that they decided 
to attack a pastor who has always been preaching 
against them! 

These stories tell you just a small portion of the 
dark world of idolatry and the fight against the true 
worshipers. Ephesians 6:10-18 are very important 
verses to prepare yourself, knowing well that idolatry 
is also fighting back.  
How is idolatry today? 

It’s important to note that idolatry did not end in 
the old days but it’s going on to date. Idolatry today is 
associated with several practices, including 
witchcraft, magic, sorcerers, etc. People are looking 
for who has powers to do things in an extraordinary 
way, supernatural way, magic way, and get glory for 
themselves. Our communities today around the world 
are practicing different forms of idolatry. And it is not 
a surprise the “white witches” are now present in our 
churches. Several false prophets are running churches 
today and you will know them by their prophecies 
which don’t turn out to be true. Matthew 7:21 says 
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will 
of My Father in heaven.”  

Not everyone who claims to be a prophet is a true 
prophet, no matter the power behind them, until his/
her prophecies become true. Several false prophets of 
Baal were killed by Elijah. 

“Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and 
you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
one ought to worship.”  

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the 
hour is coming when you will neither on this 
mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 
You worship what you do not know; we know 
what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But 
the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship 
Him.” (John 4:20-23) 
True worship is stated in this scripture: it does not 

matter where you worship, but how you worship 
matters.  
What should we do? 

Acts 8:9-14 tells the story of Simon, the sorcerer, 
who was amazing to the people of Samaria and 
boasted he was great until people called him 
“GREAT POWER OF GOD.” But when Philip came 

with the good news of Jesus, he believed and was 
baptized. At some point, he thought he could pay to 
get the power of the Holy Spirit because the Lord 
God Almighty used Philip mightily, much beyond the 
sorcerer. Were it not for Philip preaching to Simon, 
many people would still be worshipping Simon and 
perish! Rise and let’s share the gospel without fear.  

God created us to worship Him alone. God is a 
jealous God (Exodus 20:5) and He cannot share His 
glory with another. A true worshipper will not be 
shaken by circumstances or forces of witchcraft. But 
what is happening today? People seem to fight to get 
instant solutions to their problems. When your job 
becomes number one and denies you time for God 
then it becomes an idol. If your marriage has a higher 
priority than God and hinders you from serving Him, 
it becomes an idol. Worship is a lifestyle, not an 
event, whereby it should be a lifetime practice. We 
should give glory to God for everything we do. 
Because Paul and Silas worshipped the true God 
while in prison, God opened the gates of the prison 
(Acts 16:25-26). No matter the challenges, worship 
God.  

The question is, how can you be equipped to 
approach those practicing idolatry? For example, how 
prepared are you to reach out to a sorcerer, a witch, or 
anyone? It’s only by ensuring you first are 
worshipping the Lord our God in truth. John 4:23 
says, “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.” 

 
Pastor Josko Kibet is a licensed minister with the 

General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) and 
lives in Kenya. He is currently on mission working 
with The Bucket Ministry in Nairobi. You can reach 
him at: joskokibet@gmail.com 

“But the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth; 

for the Father is seeking 

such to worship Him.”   
John 4:23 
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A Living Witness  by Wes Higgins 
Have you ever wondered what your job as a 

Christian is? Someone may say, “My job is to sweep 
the church after services,” or “My job is to mow the 
church’s lawn,” or “My job is to serve coffee and 
cookies at the church socials.” These are duties that 
need to be done, imposed on us by ourselves or by 
others, but these are jobs anyone can do—even non
-Christians.  

God has a job for every Christian He calls. It is the 
same job, to be carried out in as many different ways 
as there are individuals to do it. What is that job? 
“You shall be witnesses to Me [Jesus Christ]...to the 
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

This job we have to do is the very reason the gift 
of the Holy Spirit was given. (See Acts 1:8 and Luke 
24:48-49.) Notice in Peter’s words it wasn’t just the 
job of the 120 who were assembled for that first 
Pentecost: “For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the 
Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:39). Has God called 
you? Then the job is yours.  

As Peter infers, God’s calling is a very personal 
calling. So personal that the Father doesn’t even 
leave it for the Son to do, but does it Himself. As 
Jesus says, “I have said to you that no one can come 
to Me unless it has been granted to him by My 
Father” (John 6:65). The realization of what this says 
is staggering—that the great God, the creator and 
sustainer of all that exists, looked down from His 
throne in Heaven and chose you and me to have a 
relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. This is 
absolutely astounding! Every day we wake and walk 
and have life, we should count how blessed we are 
that God has chosen us. By God’s grace, we have 
been given direct access to Him any time, night or 
day. We are to make known to Him all our cares, 
anxieties, and our requests, and He promises not 
only to hear us but to guard us and bring us peace, 
for the scripture says, “He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7 
and Philippians 4:6-7).  

There are those who consider the job of 
witnessing for Christ to be the job of the church as a 
group, that all the individual has to do is to pay and 
pray. Granted, there are mass media types of 

activities that require groups, churches and even 
groups of churches to support and fund. One 
example of a church group activity such as this was 
when the church at Antioch sent Saul and Barnabas 
out on a mission (Acts 13:1-5). The church 
sanctioned, commissioned, and funded them. 
Another example is mass worldwide Bible 
distribution. Groups such as the Gideons 
International have put out millions of Bibles. No one 
person or no one church could accomplish what they 
have done. But at no time should we rely on the 
church to do our job of witnessing.  

Starting with Genesis, take a walk through the 
Bible. You will find over and over again that it is the 
individual whose personal faith in God has produced 
a witness for God: Righteous Abel; Enoch, whose 
testimony pleased God; Noah, the heir of 
righteousness; Abraham, God’s friend; and Sarah his 
wife, who judged God faithful. The list goes on: 
Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab....  

“And what more shall I say? For the time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson 
and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the 
prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were made strong, became 
valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens. Women received their dead raised to life 
again. Others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a better 
resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and 
scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword. … They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and 
caves of the earth. And all these hav[e] obtained a 
good testimony through faith” (Hebrews 11:32-39).  
And the New Testament account adds many 

more individual witnesses who are all members of 
the body of Christ. The body of Christ is the church 
(Colossians 1:24), of which we are all “members 
individually” (1 Corinthians 12:27).  
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As noted, the church can collectively witness, 
but that is not its main function. The main function 
of the organized church is to give support to the 
individual witnesses. The first and foremost support 
comes from the shared love of the brethren. “By this 
all will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another” (John 13:35). That shared love 
of the brethren is the bond that holds the organized 
church together and gives it its function.  

As Paul told the Ephesians, there is one body but 
there are different gifts and administrations. It 
behooves us to “walk worthy of the calling with 
which you were called, with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 
another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:1-3). As we 
have different gifts and are in different organizations 
of the body, Paul reminds us that we are all led by 
one spirit, “called in one hope,” through “one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all” (Ephesians 4:5-6).  

Paul goes on to talk about the duties of the 
various organized churches. Verse 11: “And He 
Himself gave some to be apostles”—notice: not just 
one apostle, or one evangelist or one pastor. God 
Himself gives to the various organized churches all 
the teachers they need to do the job that the church 
is called to do. Beginning in verse 12 of Ephesians 4, 
Paul described what the job of the church is—not 
witnessing, but the equipping of the witnesses.  

“For the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till 
we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, 
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ; that we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the head—Christ—from 
whom the whole body, joined and knit together 
by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying 
of itself in love.” (Ephesians 4:12-16)  

Just as individuals have gifts differing from one 
another, so do differing organizations within the 
body of Christ have different gifts to offer the world. 
Paul went to some length telling the Corinthians 
that “there are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the 
same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but 
it is the same God who works all in all” (1 
Corinthians 12:4-6). Paul warned not to be ignorant 
concerning the diversities of administrations we find 
within the body of Christ. He gave two broad 
guidelines we can use in judging whether God is 
working in the lives of others: no one, having God’s 
spirit, can call “Jesus accursed, and no one can say 
that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit” (1 
Corinthians 12:3). Jesus pointed this understanding 
out to His disciples when John complained that 
someone who “does not follow with us” was casting 
out demons in Jesus’s name. Jesus’s reaction was, 
“He who is not against us is on our side” (Luke 9:49-
50). Is it such a hard concept for us to understand, 
then, when someone doesn’t believe exactly like us, 
when he doesn’t attend our church, doesn’t “follow 
with us,” that maybe we can still accept him as 
being “on our side”? 

OK—the church’s job, then, is to help you and 
me do the job that God has called us to do—the job 
of witnessing “to the ends of the earth.” How are 
we doing? “For I say, through the grace given to me, 
to everyone who is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a 
measure of faith. For as we have many members in 
one body, but all the members do not have the same 
function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually members of one another. Having 
then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, let us use them...with 
cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:3-8)  

Luke records a very remarkable witnessing to 
Jesus’ “messiahship.” In Luke 19, we find Jesus 
entering Jerusalem riding on a colt. As He entered, 
people began spreading their clothes on the road 
before Him. His followers began rejoicing and 
shouting praise to God for His mighty works. When 
the Pharisees complained to Jesus about what His 
disciples were saying, He told them, “If these should  

(Continued on Page 10) 
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One Sabbath Morning 
One Sabbath morning Jimmy jumped out of 

bed as soon as the sun had shown through his 
window. “Today is the day!” he exclaimed. 
Mom heard him all the way in the kitchen, where 
she was making breakfast. “Jimmy, I didn’t 
know you were so excited about going to 
church!” she said. 

Suddenly, Jimmy’s heart sank! Today, 
Jimmy and his friends had planned to spend the 
day at a special superhero exhibit at the library. 
It has been all that they could talk about for days 
and days. Now what was he going to do? If he 
didn’t go with his friends, they may never talk to 
him again! 

When Jimmy came to the table and slumped 
into the chair, his mom knew something was 
very wrong. “Jimmy, what happened? You were 
so excited just a few minutes ago.”  

Jimmy felt awful. Not only would his friends 
hate him for not going with them, but God was 
probably mad too because he had forgotten about 
God’s special day. Slowly Jimmy began to tell 
his mom everything.  

“Oh, Jimmy, God can see how sad you are 
about forgetting that today is the special day that 
we get to spend with Him. I’m sure He will 
forgive you as soon as you ask!” his mom said as 
she put her arm around him. “You know, you 
and your friends and your excitement to see 
those superheroes reminds me of a story from 
the Bible. Do you remember the story about 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?” 

“Kind of,” Jimmy replied sadly. “Didn’t they 
honor God though?” 

“Exactly!” said his mom. “In Daniel chapter 
3, King Nebuchadnezzar decided that he was 
kind of like a superhero and everyone should 
look up to him! So, he made a golden statue of 

himself and expected everyone in his kingdom to 
worship it. No exceptions! Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego knew that this was against God’s 
law, that we should never put anything above 
God. That we should not worship anyone or 
anything except God. When they told that to the 
king, the king became so angry he had his 
soldiers throw Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego into a blazing, fiery furnace. They 
weren’t scared though, because they knew that 
the Lord could protect them. They also knew 
that if something did happen to them, it would 
still be better than putting anything above the 
Lord!” Mom moved to the other side of the 
table. “Do you remember what happened next?” 

“Yah, the king’s men threw them into the fire 
and not only did the Lord protect them, but He 
also sent someone else to stand with them,” 
Jimmy replied. “Eventually, the King let them 
out and then the king began to worship the true 
God too. How does that apply to me? I wanted to 
go and see the superheroes.” 

“Do you still want to go?” asked his mom. 
“Kind-of, but not as much as I want to go to 

church and sing,” He replied. Jimmy’s mom 
smiled and took his bowl and placed it in the 
sink. “Mom, can I run over to Billy’s house?” 

“Sure, as long as you make it quick, we need 
to get going if we are going to be on time.” She 
said as she walked down the hall to get ready. 

Jimmy ran out the door to Billy’s house. 
When Billy came to the door, he was so excited! 
“Are you ready to go to the library,” he asked. 

“No,” Jimmy replied. “I was wondering if 
you’d like to go to church with me.” 

 



 

 

Lesson O
ne: Rejoicing in Tribulations 

M
em

ory V
erse: “If any of you lack wisdom

, let him
 ask of G

od, that giveth 
to all m

en liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him
.” (Jam

es 
1:5 K

JV
) 

Scripture R
eading: Jam

es 1:1-20 
Introduction: Spiritual vigor and bodily vigor have interesting parallels. 
W

e don’t like to carry w
ater from

 the creek so w
e pipe it into the house. 

W
e don’t like to clim

b stairs so w
e build elevators. W

e don’t like to w
alk 

as w
ell as w

e like to ride so w
e m

ake autom
obiles. In other w

ords, by 
nature w

e take the path of least resistance. W
e have done this and in so 

doing have created w
hat w

e call a m
odern society, but it hasn’t been 

“cheap;” it has cost a price—
a high price. O

ur push-button life has exacted 
a toll in circulatory ailm

ents such as hardening of the arteries, etc. There are 
exceptions, of course, and our young people still seem

 to have “steam
 to 

blow
 off;” but if you w

ill notice, it is m
ore apt to be “blow

n off” in a fast 
car or on a m

otorcycle than in actual physical exertion. There are am
ong 

the older folk som
e intrepid m

ountain clim
bers, and m

any jogging clubs 
have been organized; but for the m

ost part—
w

e are arm
chair enthusiasts. 

Sw
itching over to the spiritual side w

e find that w
e have avoided the 

“rugged w
alk” in favor of m

ore pleasant or less dem
anding paths. Paul’s 

life w
as rugged any w

ay w
e look at it. H

e not only suffered bodily, but 
spiritually. N

otice the reading in 2 C
orinthians 6:5-10, 

In stripes, in im
prisonm

ents, in tum
ults, in labours, in watchings, in 

fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, 
by the H

oly G
host, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the 

power of G
od, by the arm

our of righteousness on the right hand and 
on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good 
report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; 
as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As 
sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet m

aking m
any rich; as 

having nothing, and yet possessing all things. (K
JV

) 
H

e w
as a w

arrior w
ho w

as ever in the “fray” and not only in it, but at the 
forefront of the battle. H

e told others to “endure hardness” and he led the 
w

ay. D
o w

e hear som
eone say, “O

h, but Paul lived in an age w
hen the 

G
ospel w

as new
 and the w

orld w
as being asked to accept this new

 “thing” 
that a m

an nam
ed Jesus had com

e and died.” This issue brought opposing 
ideas together, often w

ith violence, w
hile today the G

ospel is accepted. 
Y

es, it is true that m
ost of us take for granted that Jesus w

as the M
essiah 

because w
e w

ere taught it as children and that about expresses our entire 
attitude; w

e just “take it for granted.” O
h, that w

e m
ight becom

e engaged in 
the conflict and “turn the w

orld upside dow
n.” 

Excerpts from
 Fram

ed by G
od Adult Study Guide 

evenly spaced and there w
as no room

 to go back the w
ay he cam

e 
dow

n. H
e then passed dow

n on the under part of the trestle to go 
on his w

ay. 
True faith and righteous w

orks go hand in hand; faith and w
orks are not 

enem
ies. They are tw

o parts of G
od’s w

ork in us. Faith brings a person to 
salvation and w

orks bring that person to faithfulness. Jam
es believed it and so 

did Paul. 
C

ertainly G
od is very m

uch alive—
answ

ering prayers of faith and doing 20th 
century exploits, and I have no doubts that they w

ill continue to happen in 
this 21

st century also. 

L
esson Q

uestions:  
1. 

A
s pertaining to salvation, w

hich is m
ore profitable—

faith or w
orks? 

Jam
es 2:14. 

2. 
W

ill faith clothe the naked or feed the destitute? Jam
es 2:15-16. 

3. 
Is it possible for faith to live for long, w

ithout w
orks? W

hat does 
faith do if it is alone? Jam

es 2:17. 

4. 
H

ow
 are w

e dem
onstrating our faith? A

re w
orks possible w

ithout 
faith? Jam

es 2:18. Is it possible to believe in one G
od and yet have 

insufficient faith? Jam
es 2:19-20. 

5. 
By w

hat w
as A

braham
 justified? H

ebrew
s 11:8-10. W

ould his 
justification have been possible w

ithout a vital faith in G
od? Jam

es 
2:21. 

6. 
Explain how

 A
braham

’s faith and w
orks w

ere perfected and 
rew

arded. Jam
es 2:22. 

7. 
W

as A
braham

 righteous because of his w
orks alone? W

hom
 did he 

believe? Jam
es 2:23; H

ebrew
s 11:6. W

hat w
as A

braham
 called? 

8. 
D

oes a sinner becom
e justified by w

orks and find peace? R
om

ans 
3:22-26; R

om
ans 5:1. H

aving becom
e justified from

 sin, is it 
necessary that a C

hristian m
aintain both faith and w

orks, if he 
continues his justification? Jam

es 2:24. 

Com
plete Study G

uide can be found on the w
w

w
.ACTSforG

od.org w
ebsite by  

clicking on the Digital Studies tab or for purchase by clicking on the Store tab. 
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Lesson Tw
o: Pure Religion 

M
em

ory V
erse: “Pure religion and undefiled before G

od and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep him

self 
unspotted from

 the world.” (Jam
es 1:27 K

JV
) 

Scripture R
eading: Jam

es 1:17-27 
Introduction: It is difficult to keep things pure. The trickling stream

 that 
starts dow

n the m
ountain is about as pure in the sense of being healthful as 

w
ater can be. H

ow
ever, as it descends it accum

ulates all m
anner of things 

w
hich render it unfit to drink, such as sew

age and industrial w
aste until at 

least the sea itself m
ust try to “clean up the m

ess.” 
V

ast industries have risen w
hose sole purpose is to m

ake things “pure.” The 
giant steel industry’s prim

ary job is to, one by one; rem
ove the im

purities 
w

hich surround iron in its original state. D
irt and rock m

ay be separated quite 
easily, but the final purification m

ust com
e by fire. 

Pure governm
ent of any kind is hard to keep pure. It m

ay start w
ith the best 

intentions and the highest ideals. N
evertheless, adulterations creep in until it 

becom
es despotic and m

ust be overthrow
n. 

Pure religion is both difficult to obtain and to m
aintain because of our 

“fleshly” natures. To begin w
ith, w

e seem
 to com

e to the realization early in 
life that there is a strong relationship betw

een being accepted by G
od and 

being “good.” This forestalls som
e folk in their serious consideration of 

religion because they don’t feel that they could qualify. First, of course, they 
m

ust be show
n that the quality of sin is im

m
aterial and that “though your sins 

be as scarlet they shall be as w
hite as snow

, though they be red like crim
son, 

they shall be as w
ool.” It is plain from

 this single text that the Lord is able to 
w

ipe our “slate” clean and give us a new
 start—

a “pure” start, as w
e m

ight 
say. 
N

ow
 com

es the “long haul” of living for H
im

 and m
aintaining pure m

inds 
and deeds—

all through H
im

, of course. M
any years ago a m

an told this story: 
There w

as a light house on an island in the straits of Juan de Fuca, betw
een 

the state of W
ashington and V

ancouver Island. There w
as no w

ell on the 
island and the keeper of the light had to have w

ater brought by tugboat 
periodically, I believe tw

ice a w
eek. A

t length the governm
ent w

as m
oved to 

drill a w
ell. So, a w

ell drilling rig w
as brought in, together w

ith so m
any tons 

of coal to operate it, in due tim
e the shaft w

as sunk and w
ater w

as pum
ped to 

the top. The lighthouse keeper w
as delighted, not only w

ith the taste of the 
w

ater, but w
ith the prospects of having all the w

ater they needed for w
ashing, 

and so forth. H
ow

ever, since it w
as all a U

S G
overnm

ent project, a sam
ple of 

the w
ater had to be sent in for testing. This w

as done. W
hen the answ

er cam
e 

back the keeper of the light w
as greatly disappointed, the letter said; “The 

w
ater is brackish, cap the w

ell.” 

Excerpts from
 Fram

ed by G
od Adult Study Guide 

Com
plete Study G

uide can be found on the w
w

w
.ACTSforG

od.org w
ebsite by  

clicking on the Digital Studies tab or for purchase by clicking on the Store tab. 

L
esson Q

uestions:  
1. 

W
hat instruction does Jam

es give his brethren concerning the 
“respect of persons” w

hile holding the faith of our Lord Jesus 
C

hrist? Jam
es 2:1. 

2. 
W

hat illustrations does Jam
es give of such discrim

ination? Jam
es 2:2-3. 

D
iscuss other w

ays discrim
ination m

ay be show
n. 

3. 
W

hat other w
ork does Jam

es use to designate this discrim
ination and 

w
hat does this lead som

eone to becom
e? Jam

es 2:4. W
hat does Jesus 

say of judging? John 7:24; M
atthew

 7:1-2. 

4. 
W

ho are the heirs of the kingdom
 and w

ho has chosen them
? Jam

es 
2:5; Luke 6:20; Luke 12:32. 

5. 
O

f w
hat does Jam

es accuse his brethren and w
hat does he say that the 

rich had done to the church? Jam
es 2:6-7; A

cts 13:45. D
efine 

blasphem
e. 

6. 
W

hat is the “royal law” of w
hich Jam

es speaks? Jam
es 2:8. W

hat did 
Jesus say concerning this law

? M
atthew

 22:35-40. 

7. 
D

o those w
ho show

 “respect to persons” keep this royal law
? Jam

es 
2:9. W

hat does Jam
es call them

? C
an w

e discrim
inate and still keep 

w
hat is called the “G

olden R
ule?” M

atthew
 7:12. 

8. 
H

ave w
e the right to decide w

hich of G
od’s com

m
andm

ents w
e 

should keep and w
hich w

e m
ay break? Jam

es 2:10-13; G
alatians  

3:21-26. 

9. 
W

hat is transgression of the law
 said to be? 1 John 3:4, 8-11. 

10. D
o w

e then as C
hristians discrim

inate against our ow
n nature? 1 John 

3:10-11, 18-24. 
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1. Flames which generate heat and may destroy wood, 
paper, etc. 

2. An enclosed place where heat is produced. 
3. A yellow precious metal used to make coins and jewelry. 
4. A male ruler of a country who usually rules for life. 
5. Two plus one more. 
6. Someone who performs work or tasks for another person. 
7. To follow instructions or carry out an order. 
8. To show devotion or admiration to a religious deity. 
9. A sculpture of a person or animal created from a solid 

material. 
10. To free or save someone from danger or evil. 

Adapted from  
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keep silent, the stones would immediately cry 
out” (Luke 19:40). In saying this, Jesus tells us just 
how important our witness is. If we won’t do it, God 
will find somebody else who will.  

So what do we do? Do we all get out our soap 
boxes and stand on the street corner shouting, 
“Repent, the end is near”? Not necessarily–unless 
that is your gift. The first and foremost witness we 
can give is the example we set for everyone around 
us as we live our lives in Christ. “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them” (Ephesians 2:10). If we are not living Godly 
lives, we can quote the Bible from one end to the 
other, but still will never make an effective witness 
for what Christ can do.  

Christ came that we might have life, and that we 
may have it more abundantly (John 10:10). How 
abundant is your life in Christ? Is it so abundant that, 
like the disciples of old, we will spontaneously 
rejoice and shout for joy at the very sight of Him? If 
not, where does the fault lie? “And they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, and they did not love their lives to 

the death” (Revelation 12:11). Our life in Jesus and 
the underlying promise of eternal life is only possible 
through the blood sacrifice of Jesus, who died for us 
while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8). It is that 
reinvented life in Jesus that becomes the word of 
our testimony. And it is the constant renewal of life 
through Jesus and hope of life everlasting that takes 
us beyond the worry of the physical nature of this 
life.  

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:1-2). 
It is that transformation, that renewing of mind, that 
makes it possible for us to be a living, holy witness to 
the perfect will of God in our lives. 

To learn more, contact: 
General Council Churches of God,  
(Seventh Day), Inc. 
1827 W. 3rd Street,  
Meridian, Idaho 83646 
office@ACTSforGod.org 
208-888-3380 

 
 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Summer is over and autumn has begun and is sliding into winter. I love living in an area 

where God shows all 4 seasons. He is so very good to us. 
A very good friend has been reminding me that I should not say negative things about 

myself. That God has created me and I am special to Him. She tells me that it doesn’t honor 
God’s perfect creation, ME! 

Ladies retreat this year was themed “Women 
of Faith.” The messages constantly reminded me 
of how much God loves us and how important we 
are to Him and to other women. How He created 
each one of us to love and worship Him. 

As I try to put into words a little of what is in 
my heart, I struggle. The words in the article, on 
page 11, “Father’s Love Letter” seem to echo my 
thoughts.  

May it stir your heart and encourage you. He 
is our loving “daddy.”  
Linda Palmer, DOK President 

Daughters of the King 

WE MADE IT!!! 
 
Total Donations = $5000  

 
Thank you for your 
donations. We look 
forward to having the 
ice/water dispenser 
available for 
Campmeeting 2023. 

$5000 
$4000 
$3000 
$2000 

Ice/Water Dispenser Fund 

Pastor Wes Higgins  
Celebration Church of God  

West Meadow Ministries 
Ontario, Oregon   

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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We pray this finds you well! 

We have a chill in the air and winter seems to be upon us here in Idaho!  

We are very excited to share that our Ministerial Council hosted it’s first quarterly study session on Zoom. The 
topic was on energizing our youth and was a blessing to those who attended. You can watch this 90 minute 
forum on our YouTube channel along with other videos from past presentations and campmeeting speakers! 
We pray you will also benefit from the insights presented by the forum panel of Dwight Jack, David DeVous 
II, Randy Day and Marlene Allen. The Ministerial Council has started planning it’s next quarterly forum, 
which will be a highbred of both an in-person and a Zoom meeting, and is scheduled for January 2023. 

As we go into this new year we are looking for recommendations for ACTS themes. We are always accepting 
articles, poetry, or short stories that you are willing to share with the readers of this publication. We would 
also love to use your photos for those articles or as covers! It is through the contributions of you, the reader, 
that this magazine is filled with content and published each issue! Thank you! 

We would also like to ask for prayer for the Campmeeting Planning Committee. The committee has begun 
meeting and, as the theme is prayerfully sought, prayer is also needed for the speakers, teachers, cooks and 
volunteers. Prayer is also sought for the hearts and minds of those who will attend. Pray that doors will open, 
that travel will be merciful and that hearts will be blessed. 

The Bucket Ministry came to Idaho in October and shared the story with many local businesses and ministries 
over the four days they were here. The General Council was invited to continue to work with them and to join 
them for upcoming mission trips. They have short mission trips available to the Dominic Republic, as well as 
longer trips to Africa and Brazil, to name a few. If you or your group would be interested in going on one of 
these trips, contact our office and let’s see if we can join the Lord in His work! You may also know of an area 
that you think may be blessed by evangelistic and discipleship efforts of The Bucket Ministry. We would love 
to try and answer any questions you may have and perhaps assist in making those connections. 

We received some sad news this month. A long-time reader, contributor, and friend of the Council, John 
Bouknight, passed away. John was a shining example of what something as simple as a phone call could do. 
Each week he shared news, jokes and, most importantly, prayer requests regarding those he encountered. John 
was always concerned that he was taking up too much of our time, but truly his phone calls and texts were a 
bright spot and blessing to our day. John had a simple, humble, but beautiful love for those who were hurting. 
He exemplified, “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:7
-8). He would be the first to tell you that he 
hadn’t always been, “pure in heart,” but I 
know someday he shall surely see God. May 
each of us remember to be merciful, to seek to 
have a pure heart, to reach out to others with 
those pure and merciful motives, to love on 
those around us as best we can. Let us share 
those prayer requests with each other, it is the 
most powerful witness of our faith to 
ourselves and others. John will be missed, but 
not forgotten, his ministry has humbled me. 

Humbly yours, Sophia 

By Sophia Fleming 
G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

Headquarters Happenings 
November/December 2022 

Sept-Oct 2022 
Beginning Ending 
Balance Balance 

Designated Funds 
  Building Fund $1,000.00 $2,800.00 
  Campmeeting Fund $-583.34 $-521.34 
  Memorial Fund $800.00 $800.00 
  Missions $17,224.87 $15,151.63 
Funds for Operating Expenses 
  General Fund $10,645.92 $12,550.94 
  Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) $2,007.10 $2,890.10 

Average Monthly General Expenses 
for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 = $9,500.00 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 

obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in 

heart, for they shall see God. 

 Matthew 5:7-8 



Advocating Christ The Savior 13 

 

In this busy and challenging world, let us be 
always awake and focused on our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and not on the things of this world. We 
are warned in Luke 16:15, that whatever we esteem 
more than Jehovah God is an abomination and an 
abomination is sin. 

In our lives today, it seems that we are always 
occupied with the things of this world; be it our 
families, our jobs, the pleasures and cares of this 
world, and/or all those other actions that take away 
from us fervently serving our God. As a matter of 
fact, our entire lives seem to be our sole 
preoccupation and in the ever-fast-moving world, it’s 
so easy to get caught up with the world’s distractions 
and cares of life, that in our effort to get ahead and 
overcome, we dedicate our lives to our desires and 
ambitions to succeed or feel accomplished. 

Every so often, we are so engrossed in the 
activities of our lives, that we 
become slaves to our own actions. 
We, at times, become hooked on 
habits even though we would not 
have been initially committed to 
such behaviour. Our lives become 
intrinsically attached to our work, 
our pleasures and ambitions, our 
education and careers, our 
families and friends, and all those 
things that provide temporary 
satisfaction. Of course, in this age of technological 
advancement, it has even more so made our 
addictions and love for the things of the world even 
more significant. 

What we need to realize is that our desires can 
grow into habits and we become hooked on these 
habits and trophies, including electronic devices. We 
spend more time on our phones, tablets, and 
computers surfing the internet and on social media, 
and our addictions to these actions and activities have 
caused endless delays in the carrying out of our other 
responsibilities. Consequentially, these behaviours 
are seemingly keeping us from our family lives and 
from faithfully giving time to God and from 
worshipping Him in spirit and in truth.  

It now appears that going to church, reading our 
Bibles, praying, visiting the sick or needy, or even 
finding time alone with Jesus have been placed on the 
“back burner” of our lives. Subsequently, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, and our worship and 
praise to Him are no longer centre stage in our lives, 
as we have more or less “created other important” 

trophies and matters in our lives. Naturally, we may 
not have set out to serve these situations or activities, 
or even spend so much time on these activities but 
because of our love, dedication, and commitment to 
these actions, they have robbed us of our time and 
commitment to God and His works. 

Seemingly, we esteem and worship all kinds of 
earthly things—like beauty, power, wealth, 
accomplishments, and talent as a substitute for 
honouring and worshipping God. As a result, we 
become prone to things like idolizing people, 
jealousy, sexual immorality, covetousness, pride, 
unthankfulness, being constrained by what people 
think of us, etc. However, if we were to look to the 
Creator of all things rather than on the created things, 
we would see that the only value and meaning in all 
of these things should only be used for the glory of 
God! The Bible clearly tells us to set our affections 

on things above, not on things of 
the earth, Colossians 3:2. 
The word of God predicted these 
attitudes, as in Romans 1:25, it 
stated that men “worshiped and 
served the creature more than the 
Creator.” 
Our dedicated attitudes to these 
worldly actions and behaviours 
have occasioned us to esteem our 
work, our families, relatives and 

friends, our gadgets and devices, etc. as more 
important than spending time with Jehovah God; and 
the word of God clearly states in Luke 16:15, that 
which we esteem more than Jehovah God is an 
abomination. This abomination resounds as the act of 
idolatry!... as simple as it sounds, it is that easy to 
create idols in our lives, and “worshipping” and 
dedication to these idols are equally easy. Our habits 
can cause our focus to shift away from truly letting 
the Lord, our God, reign in our lives.  

As believers, we are reminded in Ecclesiastes 
12:13, that the whole duty of man is to fear God and 
keep all of His commandments. However, some of us 
have put our guards down and have allowed the 
things of this world to dim our eyes on the true 
purposes of life. The Bible clearly warned all 
Christian believers about having other gods.  

We have learnt from the children of Israel, that 
while they were marching away from slavery towards 
freedom in the promised land, they lost sight of the 
providence and sovereignty of God and allowed their 
desires to “worship” to cause them to create a god 

Beware of Idolatry! by Ezra D. Ledger 

God is God  
and God alone  
and Him alone  

we should serve. 
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made with hands…an idol (a golden calf). Sometimes 
our desires to achieve and so show appreciation, if 
not properly guided, can cause us to do things 
wrongly. We should always seek God first in all 
circumstances, and let God guide us into all 
righteousness. 

It is very easy to create and worship other things 
and persons. Basically, an Idol is a person or thing 
that is loved, admired, worshipped, or respected;1 and 
Idolatry is the worship of someone or something 
other than God as though it were God, it includes 
excessive devotion to or reverence for that person or 
thing2. 

The Holy Scriptures admonished us, to “love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37) and that, 
“thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve” (Matthew 4:10). We need to 
remember, the Lord is a jealous God (Exodus 34:14, 
Deuteronomy 6:15). His everlasting and 
unconditional love towards us occasioned this 
jealousy…. God is God and God alone and Him only 
we should serve. He wants us to serve Him with all 
our hearts and minds, body and soul, every moment 
of our lives.  

The Apostle Paul in Romans 1:21-24, 28 
explained the origin of idolatry: men forsook God, 
and sank into ignorance and moral corruption. The 
first and second commandments (Exodus 20:3, 5) are 
directed against idolatry of every form. 

The sin of idolatry, or worshipping other gods, is 
against the Law of God. As a matter of fact, it’s an 
act of disobedience and brings to light the lack of 
love for God. As God’s words encourage, “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). It is 
important to remember that disobedience to God is 
the cause of the original sin, and therefore, when we 
disobey God’s commandments we continue in our 
trespasses and sin!  

Let us remember God’s warning in Exodus 20:2-
4,  

I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth. (emphasis 
added) 
As we focus on our only true and living God, let 

us be reminded of a few Bible verses that warn about 
idolatry: 

Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as 
it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, 

and rose up to play. Neither let us commit 
fornication, as some of them committed, and fell 
in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let 
us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur 
ye, as some of them also murmured, and were 
destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come. Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. Wherefore, 
my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 
(1 Corinthians 10:7-14) 
In 1 John 5:21, there is very simple advice: “Little 

children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” Also in 
Colossians 3:5, we are urged to, “Mortify therefore 
your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence 
[sexual/physical desires], and covetousness, which is 
idolatry” and in Jonah 2:8 – we are reminded that 
“They that observe lying vanities [idols] forsake their 
own mercy.” 

We also find some definitions for idolatry in the 
New Testament, in which, idolatry is used to include 
covetousness. Matthew 6:24 (and Luke 16:13) states, 
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold 
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.” Also, Ephesians 5:5 says “For 
this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God.” 

So finally, what is an idol? Well, it is simple any 
thing or person that we love more than our Creator 
God! It is also what we want or desire more than 
God, and include what we treasure or enjoy more 
than God. It could be a relationship, pleasures, jobs/
careers, money, or material possessions. It could be 
success in business. It could be sexual pleasures. It 
could be a hobby or a musical group, a sport, or a TV 
show that you are following. It could even be your 
house or car. Let’s be careful about how we esteem 
our behaviour and actions. We must put God first and 
foremost in all situations. 

John Piper writes,  
So Paul puts it like this in Romans 1:25: 

“They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature” — anything 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=jonah+2:8
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Campmeeting CD’s are still available from past Campmeetings! 

Or enjoy the audio online at: www.ACTSforGod.org/events 

Or the video on our ACTSforGod YouTube channel! 

that is created — “rather than the Creator” (ESV). 
But there is no wrath for the children of God. And 
why is that? Because Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 
1: “You turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come’” 
(1 Thessalonians 1:9–10 ESV). 

So when we turn to Christ from idols we 
escape the wrath of God because He is for us. 
God is for us in Christ on the cross.”3  
God provided our escape from damnation by 

sending His only begotten son, Jesus Christ to be our 
mediator, redeemer, and Saviour and Lord. God’s 
love and mercy towards us are everlasting. 

Above all, as children of the Most High God, we 
are to remain steadfast and sure to our only Lord and 
Saviour, the man Christ Jesus. Whatever is the 
distraction in our lives, whatever is causing us to turn 
our attention away from God, and whatever are our 
ambitions for worldly trophies, we need to refocus 
and realize that it is a sin to esteem anything or any 
person more than our Almighty God, or host idols in 
our lives, be it physical or otherwise. 

All praises, adoration, honour, and worship 
belong to the Creator and God. In the book of 
Hebrews 12:9, it urges us… “Shall we not much more 
readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and 
live?” Understandably, we should love Him, honour 

Him, and serve Him alone! We should worship Him 
and pay close attention to His words in order to obey 
them in every detail, esteeming Him and considering 
Him alone worthy of being worshiped! 

Remember, we need to be aware of idolatrous 
desires that could eventually turn into idols, and 
cause us to concentrate on the created thing rather 
than the Creator of heaven and earth. God created 
us to be His children, to declare His praises and to 
worship Him (Isaiah 43:7, 21) and to always reflect a 
Christlike spirit always… and yes, He is a jealous 
God, so let us love and serve Him only. 

Let us serve our only true and living God with all 
our hearts and minds always and in all circumstances. 
There is no one like Him! He is God and God alone! 
 
All scriptures unless otherwise noted are taken from 
the King James Version. 
1 Cambridge Dictionary (online) 
2 www.britannica.com/topic/idolatary  
3 https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-
idolatry  

 
Bro. Ezra D. Ledger is an Elder at the Light of 

Truth Church of God 7th Day, 
Richland Park, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

deledger@hotmail.com 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/idol
http://www.britannica.com/topic/idolatary
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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,  

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,  

for correction, for instruction in righteousness,  

that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.  
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Take advantage of these free 
Bible Study Resources! 

www.ACTSforGod.org/ 

digital-studies 

www.biblehub.com 

www.biblegateway.com 

www.blueletterbible.org 

www.e-sword.net 
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