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Ministerial Council Letter 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  

My heart goes out to local churches today. The COVID pandemic and all the hoopla surrounding it has led some to 
justify disconnecting from their churches. There have been disagreements between sincere believers. Other times, 
the COVID restrictions against meeting together have led to believers changing their pattern of living. The 
introduction of Zoom and Facebook Live church services has been positive, yet has a down side when some choose 
not to attend church services in person. The writer of Hebrews in chapter 10:23-25 challenges us, “Let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as you see the day approaching” (KJV emphasis added) This 
verse is a call to remind us that we each need the connection with our brothers and sisters that a church provides.  

We need that connection even when strife in the church has resulted in hurt and offense. With strong feelings on 
both sides of issues, church can get very difficult. In some situations, people did not act the way they are called to 
act. I am sorry if that is your situation. Remember that the hurt is not of God. When we are hurt by people, we are 
also blessed by other people of God. We need each other! We need those in church that love the Lord and walk with 
Him. Hang around! 

The apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians and the apostle John in his vision in Revelations both use the example 
of the husband and wife in marriage to Jesus and the church (Ephesians 5:25-27, Revelations 19:7, 8). Do I have the 
right to tell my Savior that His church, the bride of Christ, is not important? We need to champion the local church. 
That means to not forsake the assembling of ourselves together. Don’t ignore the hurt, but don’t make the church 
answer for the sins of a few. If you have been hurt, I challenge you to seek godly help and counseling. If you have 
caused hurt, seek reconciliation. In all things, let’s extend grace to the local church.  

This month, I want to give a big shout-out to the hard-working volunteers on the committee who recently finished 
the first edition of the Ministerial Manual. And, I want to extend a big thank you to the committee who finished the 
Doctrinal Statement revisions. These volunteers have willingly sacrificed hours of time in service to accomplish 
these projects. As we give thanks, we of course humbly acknowledge that anything accomplished comes through 
the help of our great God. We are branches on the vine that represents Jesus. Our Father is the husbandman. He is 
truly worthy of our worship! 

We are looking forward to a busy year for the Ministerial Council board. Quarterly meetings are being organized for 
ministers. The first of those meetings will be Thursday evening, October 20. The second meeting will be held the 
weekend of January 14. Also, a committee has been established to develop and review publications. Their first 
meeting is coming soon. More to come on that committee later.  

It is my prayer that our Great Heavenly Father may bless each of you as you continue in His service! 

To close, here are words of challenge for you regarding your local church. As believers, we need a place where we 
can use our talents for God. Our churches are to be a place where we can serve rather than a place to be served. The 
local church is to teach the word of God. It is to focus on the core doctrines. We need churches that support and 
grow our faith. A church is a place where we can be accountable and where we can hold others accountable. 

 

Steve Boone 
President 
Ministerial Council 

Congratulations to the New 2022 Licensed Ministers 

Samuel Marques—Brazil 

Ian Edwards—Canada 
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Philippians 4:13 says “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.” The word strength is a 
very versatile word as well as a powerful word. It can 
mean many things. When you look up the definition 
in the Merriam Webster dictionary, strength means: 

1. the quality or state of being strong 
2. capacity for exertion or endurance 
3. power to resist force 
4. power of resisting attack 
5. a strong attribute or inherent asset 
6. a degree of potency of effect or of concentration 
7. force as measured in numbers 
8. one regarded as embodying or affording force or 

firmness 

I believe that strength has three categories: physical, 
mental, and spiritual. Physical strength is what your 
body can do and withstand. God helps us even with 
our physical bodies as is evident in Psalms 18:39 
which says, “For You have armed me with strength 
for the battle; You have subdued under me those who 
rose up against me.” 

Battles consume a lot of strength and energy. You 
may not realize it during the battle, but when it is 
over, you are exhausted. When I was in Iraq, there 
were times I would be the gunner for my first 
sergeant when he went out on a mission. The machine 
gun that I was manning only had blast blankets on the 
floor and sides otherwise it was open and you really 
didn't have any protection. One 
mission that I went on, we were 
searching an area of town and I 
was stationed just on the outside 
of the search area to provide 
protection for the guys on the 
ground. All I was doing was 
searching my sector for any 
oddities that could be a threat. 
When we got back to the base I 
was physically and mentally wiped. Even though I 
was only in one place my body was tense because of 
the situation I was in.  

Our emotional and mental battles are like that as well. 
When we are battling with decisions or situations, it 
takes a toll on our body, as well as our emotional 
state. This is the time when we need to be praying for 
God's help the most. We should be praying every day 
for God's guidance, but during the times of battle, we 
should be praying without ceasing. “Rejoice always, 

pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).  

No matter what we are dealing with we need to pray 
for His guidance and protection. There are times in 
our lives that we struggle. It could be relationship 
issues, a death of a loved one, or everyday struggles. 
It can be hard and at times unbearable. However, we 
have a comforter. He is always there and all we need 
to do is pray and have faith. He gives us the strength 
to get through our low times. 

Have you not known? Have you not Heard? The 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth, neither faints nor is weary. His 
understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to 
the weak, and to those who have no might He 
increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and 
be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, but 
those who wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:28-31) 

I came across this story one day:  
During World War II, a US marine was separated 
from his unit on a Pacific Island. The fighting had 
been intense, and in the smoke and the crossfire, 
he had lost touch with his comrades. Alone in the 
jungle, he could hear enemy soldiers coming in 

his direction. Scrambling for 
cover, he found his way up a 
high ridge to several small 
caves in the rock. Quickly he 
crawled inside one of the caves. 
He was safe for the moment. 
However, he realized that once 
the enemy soldiers looking for 
him swept up the ridge, he 
would be found and killed. As 

he waited, he prayed, “Lord, if it be your will 
please protect me. Whatever your will though, I 
love you and trust you. Amen.” After praying, he 
lay quietly listening to the enemy begin to draw 
close. He thought, “Well, I guess the Lord isn't 
going to help me out of this one...” Then he saw a 
spider begin to build a web over the front of his 
cave. As he watched, listening to the enemy 
searching for him, the spider layered strand after 
strand of web across the opening of the cave. 
“Ha,” he thought. “What I need is a brick wall 

No matter what we are 
dealing with we need to 

pray for His guidance 
and protection. 

What is Strength?  By Earl Rice 
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and what the Lord has sent me is a spider web. 
God does have a sense of humor.” As the enemy 
drew closer, he watched from the darkness of his 
hideout and could see them searching one cave 
after another. As they came to his, he got ready to 
make his last stand. To his amazement, however, 
after glancing in the direction of his cave, they 
moved on. Suddenly, he realized that with the 
spider web over the entrance, his cave looked as 
if no one had entered for quite a while. “Lord, 
forgive me,” prayed the young man. “I had 
forgotten that, in you, a spider's web is stronger 
than a brick wall.”  

We all face times of great trouble. When we do, it is 
so easy to forget the victories that God would work in 
our lives, sometimes in the most surprising ways. As 
the great leader Nehemiah reminded the people of 
Israel when they faced the task of rebuilding 
Jerusalem, “In God we will have 
success!” (Nehemiah 2:20). Remember: whatever is 
happening in your life, with God, a mere spider's web 
can become a brick wall of protection. Believe He is 
with you always. Just speak His name through Jesus 
His son, and you will see His great power and love 
for you. 

 
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It’s natural, because of the pain and sorrow we 
experience, for everyone to have bouts with his 
emotions. As surely as there are times to laugh there 
are also times to cry.  

I can’t honestly say that I’ve experienced the deepest 
kind of emotional pain that there is. But I’ve stood by 
and cried with those who have. I’ve seen too much 
grief in my lifetime to think we can always have our 
emotions firmly in hand. The best thing possible 
sometimes is to cry our hearts out. It’s therapeutic. A 
torrent of emotions can be released through a flood of 
tears.  

Emotions are such a vital part of life. Without them 
we couldn’t experience any joy or sorrow—we 
couldn’t even laugh or cry. We couldn’t derive any 
pleasure from a sunset or a sunrise—a stroll through a 
flower garden—or the loving embrace of a trusted 
friend. Emotions are meant to enhance the quality of 
our lives. The problem is they can become bruised 
and bent all out of shape; plus they can gain far too 
much control over our lives.  

God pity the person who has no emotions. God also 
pity the person who’s controlled by them. When 

emotions gain the upper hand, we begin to function 
improperly. God never intended for emotions to take 
charge. That assignment belongs to the ‘‘intellect’’ 
and the “will.”  

To be sure, emotions are a vital part of our makeup. 
They must be kept in hand, however, or they’ll blight 
our lives.  

Reputable doctors assert that probably 50% of the 
illnesses they treat are emotional in nature. It’s not 
that these illnesses aren’t real; they are. But they’re 
rooted in the emotions. Depression, fatigue, stress, 
nervousness, high blood pressure, peptic ulcers, and 
even heart attacks often fall into this category.  

Emotions may flow over us like a gentle breeze, 
bringing sensations of pleasure; or they may sweep 
over us like a rushing tornado leaving devastation and 
ruin in their wake. Some individuals (through no fault 
of their own) are born emotionally disturbed. Others 
become this way because they aren’t coping with 
their emotions-not successfully at least.  

Learning to manage our emotions begins early in 
life—in the crib, if you please. In early childhood we 
learn to control our emotions or let them fly wherever 
they wish. We throw temper tantrums, scream and 
pout when we don’t get our way; or we learn to take 
“no” for an answer, sit on our emotions and cooperate 
even though we didn’t get our way.  

A pattern of dealing with our emotions begins early. 
And once it’s established it is difficult to change. I’ve 
been dealing with people most of my adult life. And I 
tell you I’ve met more adults who are still children 
emotionally than I care to count. They possess the 
body of an adult but the emotions of a child. 
Physically they’re all grown up; but emotionally 
they’re so terribly immature. They are not confidently 
in charge of their lives because their emotions rather 

COPING WITH OUR EMOTIONS 
By Ralph Woerner  
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than their intellect and will dictate their day-to-day 
activities—even the evaluations and judgments they 
make.  

Emotions begin in the mind—in our thought process. 
They are only responders. Emotions have no intellect 
or intelligence of their own. They cannot distinguish 
between fantasy or reality; between the past, the 
present or the future. They merely respond to the 
thoughts which are entertained in the mind. When 
someone is depressed, we say he has emotional 
problems. But emotional problems (except in the 
severe case of physical abnormality) are caused by 
improper thinking. Whatever dominates the mind 
controls the emotions. If we think sad thoughts we’ll 
feel sadness. If we think angry thoughts we’ll feel 
anger. If we think happy thoughts we feel happiness.  

Destructive thinking always engenders destructive 
feelings. When destructive thinking is sustained for a 
long period of time it can cause physical 
consequences. That’s why one out of every three 
hospital beds is usually occupied by a psychiatric 
patient. That’s why more than 60 million Valium 
prescriptions are filled each year.  

It’s true, drugs can calm the emotions. Tranquilizers 
slow down the thinking which disturbs them. And to 
some extent this can be good. Once the drugs wear 
off, however, if the improper thinking pattern 
resumes those undesirable emotions will return. Only 
as the thinking process is changed can the problem be 
resolved.  

That’s why Paul says we should learn to look at life 
from God’s perspective, “through the renewing of our 
minds.” That’s the way to emotional health. Let’s see 
how it works itself out in daily living.  

Take the emotional feelings of malice, resentment, 
anger, hatred, and bitterness, for examples. These can 
literally paralyze our lives. How are these feelings 
born and how can they be cured?  

We’ve all met individuals who are bitter as gall. Their 
hearts are filled with resentment towards others, 
because of a real or imaginary wrong they’ve 
received. And they can’t seem to get over it.  

Sooner or later we’re all going to receive injury of 
some kind—sometimes by an enemy—other times by 
a trusted friend. And when we do our emotions are 
going to be bruised. A perfect situation for resentment 
or bitterness to take root in our lives is going to exist. 
At this point we have two choices. We can allow our 
emotions to gain the upper hand and tum us into a 
bitter person, or we can come to grips with our 

emotions, forgive the offender and go on as if the 
injury had never taken place.  

The way we handle our wounded emotions 
determines, in a very real sense, the sort of person 
we’ll become. As Dr. S. I. McMillen said: “It’s not 
what you’re eating that’s going to give you ulcers. 
It’s what’s eating you!’’  

The primary reason things continue to eat at us—
whether it’s resentment, bitterness, self-pity, or a 
desire for revenge—is because we’re unwilling to 
forgive the wrongs we’ve received.  

I tell you, if you want to enjoy emotional health, the 
first thing you’d better learn to do is forgive. 
Damaged emotions are like an infected wound. They 
cannot experience healing until forgiveness is 
extended.  

But you say: ‘‘I was wronged. I was a victim. You 
don’t know what happened to me.” True, I don’t. But 
what about your response? Jesus tells us what our 
response must be. We are to forgive those who sin 
against us as God has forgiven us.  

Instead of doing that you’ve learned to hate, to resent 
and to escape into a world of self-pity. These are 
improper responses. You will not experience healing 
until you’ re willing to forgive those who have 
trespassed against you.  

I don’t want to be overly harsh. But have you asked 
yourself if you really want to be healed or do you just 
want to talk about your problem? Are you only using 
your problem to get sympathy from others? Are you 
using it as a crutch so you can walk with a limp? Are 
you drawing some kind of sadistic pleasure from 
feeling sorry for yourself?  

Don’t tell me that you can’t forgive, because you can. 
Forgiveness is a matter of the will. Our will has the 
power to decide what we will or will not do. Christ 
understood this when He told us that we are to love 
our enemies; to bless those who curse us, and to do 
good to those who use us despitefully. This wouldn’t 
be possible if our wills weren’t in charge of our 
actions.  

In the final analysis, it’s all up to you. You can live 
with your bruised emotions by refusing to forgive; or 
you can forgive the wrongs you have received and 
allow your emotions to heal. “Be not overcome by 
evil,’’ Christ said, ‘‘but overcome evil with good.’’ 
That’s the road to emotional health. Blessed are those 
who take it! 

 
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Are some people worth more than others? If they 
have more friends, are good at sports, or are better 
looking does that make them worth more? NO! Of 
course not! God loves each and every one of us 
equally! I am sorry to say however that some people 
do not feel the same way. Sometimes people act like 
some people are worth more, are more important, 
than others. They act like that by treating others 
unkindly, thinking mean thoughts about them, 
ignoring their needs, or even hurting them. That’s 
pretty sad, isn’t it? That leads us into discussing the 
sixth commandment.  
Exodus 20:13 says, “You shall not murder.” That is a 
really short commandment. Can it get any clearer 
than that? Here’s the thing. It’s not very likely that 
any of you have murdered anyone or ever will murder 
anyone. Not many people will kill another human 
being. This commandment is a rule from God and it 
is a law in our country. Everyone, even people who 
don’t believe in God, can agree that killing people is 
bad. 
But this commandment is still for you, even as a kid. 
Because Jesus explains that it’s about more than 
ending someone’s life. The sixth commandment, 
“don’t murder,” is about valuing, honoring, and 
respecting life. Matthew 5:21-22a says,  

You have heard that it was said to those of 
old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever 
murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ 
But I say to you that whoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment.  

In these verses, Jesus tells us that murder is not just 
something we do to someone’s body, but murder can 
be something we feel in our hearts or say with our 
mouths. Jesus is saying that any action or any thought 
that hurts another person is just as bad as murder. Can 
you guess why? All life is important to God because 
God created all life. It does not make God happy 
when we do things to hurt or destroy His beautiful 
creations. Just imagine how you would feel if you 
worked hard on a beautiful painting, only to have 
someone come and tear it in half! It would be very 
upsetting. Just think how much worse it is if we hurt a 
person. 

Genesis 1:27 says that God created people in His own 
image. We are made to be like God. We are made to 
be kind and creative and loving. When we hurt others, 
we are not being kind or loving. We are not creating 
good things, we are destroying good things. 
The Bible also tells us that God knows what we think 
in our hearts. Jeremiah 17:10a says, “I, the Lord, 
search the heart, I test the mind.” If we let hatred and 
unkind words live in our hearts, they will grow like 
weeds, and turn into unkind actions. God knows what 
we think. And even the secret thoughts in our hearts 
are not a secret to God. He sees the good and the bad, 
and the bad thoughts about others in our hearts is sin. 
Here’s another verse that helps us understand this 
commandment a little better. 1 John 3:15 says, 
“Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you 
know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in 
him.” It sounds harsh, but here is the truth from the 
Bible. If you really hate someone, Jesus does not live 
in your heart. God’s love is so big and so strong and 
so amazing, that it can’t even be in the same place as 
hatred. If there is hatred in your heart, God’s love for 
other people is not there. It’s like two people trying to 
sit in the same chair. It just doesn’t work so well. 
Now before you get too worried about this, it is okay 
to be mad at others! Everyone gets mad sometimes. 
Ephesians 4:26-27 says, “Be angry, and do not sin: 
do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give 
place to the devil.” It is when we stay angry or act 
mean or say unkind things that we are letting our 
anger take over, and that is when it becomes a 
problem. When we start to feel like we are getting 
angry and feel mean thoughts coming into our hearts, 
that is when we need to stop and pray and ask God to 
forgive us and give us kind thoughts about others. 
So, we know that the sixth commandment tells us to 
not murder. We learned that murder is not only 
hurting someone’s body, but it is also hurting their 
heart and God’s heart with the unkind things we think 
and say. That is because each and every one of us is 
created special by God and He loves us all very 
much. So much, that John 3:16 says, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”  

Murder...Not Me! 



 

 

Lesson One - A Proud Look 
“For all that is in the w

orld—
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,  

and the pride of life—
is not of the Father but is of the w

orld.” – 1 John 2:16 

Scripture Reading: Deuteronom
y 8:10-20 

Introduction 

The first six lessons in this quarterly are based upon the six things that G
od hates, 

as found in Proverbs 6:16-19. Although it states, “seven are an abom
ination…

” 
tw

o are so closely related that they w
ere com

bined in one lesson. 

There is no apparent significance to the order in w
hich these six things appear in 

the text, but the first one m
entioned is a proud look. The pride that G

od hates is 
not the look of satisfaction of a job w

ell done, an adm
iration for our children, 

being able to solve a problem
, or the things w

ith w
hich w

e often associate pride. 
The pride God hates is fostered by the one air that sees no need of G

od. A person 
w

ith this type of pride m
ay be rich but he can also be poor. It know

s no cultural or 
ethnic bounds. It is a very basic trait to all hum

anity. 

W
hy does G

od hate this latter type of pride? It is a barrier to any dealings w
ith 

G
od. It doesn’t recognize G

od and feels no need of Him
. A person so inclined feels 

he can do things in his ow
n pow

er and in his ow
n w

ay. He is also a person w
ho 

refuses to adm
it any w

rong or to say, “I’m
 sorry.” He m

ay be hard to deal w
ith. 

This pride m
ust be broken or it w

ill break the person. G
od cannot help som

eone 
w

ho doesn’t w
ant help. 

In our ow
n efforts to help ourselves, w

ithout G
od’s help, He sees us as cold and 

naked and blind (Revelation 3:17). He w
ants to help us but in order to do so w

e 
m

ust hum
ble ourselves and ask for help. W

hen the arrogant pride is replaced by a 
strong trust in Som

eone w
iser, G

od can open us to a w
hole new

 w
orld that had 

been closed by pride. W
e can feel the peace w

ithin that only He can give—
a 

peace that passes understanding. 

Excerpts from
 6 Things G

od Hates &
 The Seven-fold Arm

or of G
od Adult Study G

uide 
Lesson Q

uestions 

1. 
W

hat does G
od see as a general condition of m

an? G
enesis 6:5; M

atthew
 

15:17-19; Psalm
 94:11. (N

ote: This w
ould include m

an’s purposes and 
desires.) 

2. 
Are w

e able to hide our inner feelings and thoughts from
 G

od? 1 Sam
uel 

16:7; 1 Kings 8:39; Jerem
iah 17:9-10. 

3. 
W

hat contributed to Sodom
’s dow

nfall? Ezekiel 16:49-50. W
hat w

as behind 
m

uch of the w
ickedness of Israel? Deuteronom

y 29:16-19. 

4. 
W

hat w
as involved in som

e of this w
orship? 2 Kings 16:2-4; 21:6-7; 2 

Chronicles 28:1-4; Isaiah 57:3-5. 

5. 
W

hat horrible things did m
en devise against our Savior? M

atthew
 27:26-31. 

6. 
W

hat adm
onition did David give to Solom

on? 1 Chronicles 28:9. 

7. 
W

hen left to them
selves, how

 far w
ill m

en go in depravity? Rom
ans 1:21-31. 

8. 
W

hat is G
od’s judgm

ent against such things? Rom
ans 1:18-20, 32. 

Life Application 

O
ne of the m

ost im
portant conversions that G

od w
ants to m

ake in us is our w
ay of 

thinking (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). W
e have been given pow

erful spiritual w
eapons of 

truth to overcom
e proud, evil and corrupt thinking. The prim

ary battle fought for a 
m

an’s life is w
ithin his m

ind. This is not a struggle for pow
er but for truth. Jesus said, 

“If you abide in M
y w

ord, you are M
y disciples indeed. And you shall know

 the truth, 
and the truth shall m

ake you free” (John 8:31b-32). If you believe the Lord and you 
realize that w

e are given pow
er to pull dow

n the strongholds the enem
y has erected 

in our m
inds, then you w

ill strive to know
 G

od’s W
ord and apply it to your life. The 

battle for our lives, fam
ilies and churches, can be w

on; but w
e m

ust be w
illing to 

fight the good fight of faith. Are you equipped for battle? Study Ephesians 6:10-18 
this w

eek and Be strong in the Lord! 

Com
plete Study G

uide can be found on the w
w

w
.ACTSforG

od.org w
ebsite by  

clicking on the Digital Studies tab or for purchase by clicking on the Store tab. 
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Lesson Tw
o - A Lying Tongue / A  

False W
itness 

“He w
ho speaks truth declares righteousness, But a false w

itness, deceit.” 
 – Proverbs 12:17 

Scripture Reading: Jerem
iah 9:1-9 

Introduction 

A lying tongue and a false w
itness are closely related and yet can follow

 different 
paths of application. 

To lie is to fail to tell the truth in the m
atter. Little children learn to do this rather 

early in life and it is a trait that m
ust be corrected early. Som

e have a m
ore difficult 

tim
e 

than 
others 

overcom
ing 

this habit. But this 
type 

of 
lying is 

generally 
m

isrepresenting facts in our ow
n lives—

w
hether w

e took som
ething or not, how

 big 
the fish really w

as, how
 fast w

e w
ent, w

hat w
e did, etc. it is generally defensive in 

nature. 

A false w
itness is generally m

isrepresenting som
ething in another person’s life or 

against another person. It is generally of an offensive nature. It can be blam
ing 

som
eone else for w

hat w
e did, trying to cause a blot in another person’s character 

through jealousy or retribution or obscuring justice. Also included, w
ould be 

im
plications that w

ould lead som
eone to believe som

ething that is not true. O
f 

course, this is referring to deliberate, not innocent, representations. 

W
hy w

ould G
od hate lying? Indeed, w

hy do w
e hate lying in other people? Because 

our w
orld is run on trust. Som

eone w
ho is know

n for their lying cannot be trusted, 
even w

hen he tells the truth, for you don’t know
 w

hen that is. Som
eone w

ho is 
honest can be trusted in all things. The bulk of our law

s deal w
ith trying to keep 

people honest, can you im
agine the am

ount of problem
s that w

ould be solved if all 
people w

ould tell the truth? 

Then there w
ere those w

hose m
otto of life is, “N

ever trust anyone.” Then w
hy 

should they be trusted? This can only lead to a frustrated, suspicious life. W
e all 

m
ust trust others, m

any tim
es each day. W

e need to resolve that w
e can be trusted 

in all things and then pray for an epidem
ic of the sam

e in others. 

Excerpts from
 6 Things G

od Hates &
 The Seven-fold Arm

or of G
od Adult Study G

uide 

Com
plete Study G

uide can be found on the w
w

w
.ACTSforG

od.org w
ebsite by  

clicking on the Digital Studies tab or for purchase by clicking on the Store tab. 

Lesson Q
uestions 

1. 
How

 did the first m
urder com

e about? G
enesis 4:3-5, 8. W

hat w
as the 

underlying cause? G
enesis 4:6-7. 

2. 
W

hat king w
as know

n for shedding innocent blood? 2 Kings 21:1, 6, 16. W
hat 

did he later do? 2 Chronicles 33:9-16, 18-19 

3. 
W

hat king w
as held responsible for m

urder even though it w
asn’t done by his 

hand? 2 Sam
uel 11:14-17. W

hy is this principle im
portant? 

4. 
W

here did m
ob rule cause a m

urder? Acts 7:54-60. How
 could this anger have 

been controlled? 

5. 
W

hat is said about hate tow
ards a brother? M

atthew
 5:21-22; 1 John 3:15-16. 

6. 
W

ho are often the victim
s of crim

es? Psalm
 10:2, 8-10; Psalm

 94:4-6, 21. 

7. 
W

ho w
ill take up their cause? M

alachi 3:5; Psalm
 94:1-2, 22-23; Hosea 4:1-3; 

Deuteronom
y 27:24-25. 

8. 
W

hat instruction does G
od give us concerning violence? Jerem

iah 22:3; 
1 Peter 4:15. 

9. 
W

hat happens w
hen judgm

ent against evil is delayed? Ecclesiastes 8:11. 

10. How
 m

ight w
e disarm

 an enem
y of ours? M

atthew
 5:33-48; Rom

ans 12:14, 
17-21. 

Life Application 

W
hether a Christian should ever resort to physical violence has been a controversy 

for m
any years. W

hat is often overlooked how
ever is that there are m

any other 
w

ays to kill and destroy. The person w
ho first said, “Sticks and stones w

ill break m
y 

bones, but w
ords w

ill never harm
 m

e,” w
as in error. W

ords can build up, 
com

plem
ent, soothe and m

ake peace—
but w

ords can also tear dow
n, w

ound the 
spirit, dam

age the em
otions and lead m

en aw
ay from

 the truth that sets us free. 
This is w

hy Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacem
akers, for they shall be called the 

children of G
od.” How

 ironic that so m
any m

en and w
om

en w
ho w

ould never 
physically strike another person w

ith their fists, are w
illing to cause even w

orse 
dam

age w
ith their tongues. G

od gave us the pow
er to choose our w

ords, so, choose 
w

isely, be a m
aker of peace. 
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God loves us so much that He sent His Son to die for 
us. Jesus took all the unkind thoughts and words and 
actions on Himself and let Himself be murdered so 
we could be forgiven for every sinful thing we do, 
even when we hurt other people. So, instead of letting 
hatred and unkindness and murder live in our hearts, 
let’s ask Jesus to live there instead. Then He will fill 
us with the fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23 says, 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 
law.” 
When those good things live in our hearts, there will 
be no room for murder and hate! Since Jesus died for 
us all, we value everyone’s life. We do that by being 
kind to everyone. 

Now think of some different examples of ways you 
might be unkind with your words or actions. Make a 
list of the different ways we might break the sixth 
commandment. This will help you be aware of the 
ways that even you as a kid might sin, that way you 
can watch out for temptation to sin and think hurtful 
thoughts about others or say mean things that show 
you don’t love them and value them like God does. 
Now, make a list of things you can say or do instead 
of the unkind actions or words on the first list. Doing 
and saying these things helps you show God’s love to 
others. You can use the apples below to make your 
list if you would like. 

 

Adapted from ministry-to-children.com 

Write or draw pictures of ways you might be unkind with your words or actions on the apples 
with worms and ways you might be kind on the other apples. 
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Anger is an emotion, and we know that our emotions are 
a gift from God, but when does anger separate us from 
God? When is it okay and when does it become a sin? 

The anger of man seems to present itself in different 
ways. There’s righteous anger like that of Jesus when He 
overturned the tables of those defiling the temple 
(Matthew 21:12-13) and foolish anger as stated in 
Proverbs 29:11, “A fool vents all his feelings, but a wise 
man holds them back.” There’s slow to anger, quick to 
anger, and anger that “rests in the bosom” (Ecclesiastes 
7:9). Anger resting in the bosom can lead to bitterness, 
another emotion that scripture warns about. 

Paul quotes Psalm 4:4 in his letter to the Ephesians as he 
counsels them on how a believer should handle his 
emotions, “‘Be angry, and do not sin’: do not let the sun 
go down on your wrath” (Ephesians 4:26). From this verse 
we can see that being angry is not sinful but can turn to 
sin. We can get further insight from James, who echoes 
this advice in his letter to the church. “So then, my 
beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not 
produce the righteousness of God” (James 1:19-20). 

Jesus used His anger righteously, but Jonah, who was on a 
righteous mission, wasn’t righteous with his anger. What 
was the difference? Motive. Jesus was angered by the 
disrespectful use of the temple, Jonah wanted revenge via 
the wrath of God on the people of Nineveh (Jonah 4, 
Matthew 21). Motive is a heart issue, not a head issue. 

And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a 
man. For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 
All these evil things come from within and defile a 
man.” (Mark 7:20-23) 

Those verses don’t list anger, but Jesus covers this too 
when He says,  

You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You 
shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in 
danger of the judgment.” But I say to you that 
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says 
to his brother, “Raca!” shall be in danger of the 
council. But whoever says, “You fool!” shall be in 
danger of hell fire.” (Matthew 5:21-22)  

Here is where anger becomes dANGERous, dangerous to 
our salvation and our relationship with God and man.  

Loss of salvation? That may seem a bit extreme, but John 
repeats this message in one of his letters to the church. 
“Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 
3:15). Later in the same letter, John says, “If someone 
says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can 
he love God whom he has not seen?” (1 John 4:20). 

What happens when we have been wronged? When 
someone has hurt us in a way that all of humanity says is 
unforgivable? Now do we have justification to be angry? 
Perhaps, but we still must forgive them. The Biblical fact is 
we never have an excuse to not forgive. It is simply 
another rock-solid truth of the Bible. “For if you forgive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew  
6:14-15).  

Words can be used to build others up or “murder” them. 
“Raca” in Matthew 5, means empty or worthless. Some 
commentaries say that it was a common insult in Jesus’s 
time. How many of us, who call ourselves Christians, in a 
flash of anger have called someone, some ideal, some 

“Then the Lor d said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’” 
 ~ Jonah 4:4  

by Sophia Fleming 
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stance we didn’t agree with, worthless? When this comes 
from a heart full of bitterness and anger, then we are not 
righteous, and we need to repent. “If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Getting right 
with our Father will help us get right with each other. 

How do forgiveness and anger correlate? When Jesus 
turned the tables, he was “enraged” by the behavior of 
those who professed to be Godly men. Did He stew on it 
for days after? Did He turn to His disciples the next day 
and go over the events again and angrily state His 
disapproval? No, as a matter of fact, in Mark’s account of 
this event, Jesus taught Peter about forgiveness the very 
next day. Jesus demonstrated what forgiveness looks like 
when He asked the Father to forgive the very men who 
nailed Him to the cross then threw lots for His clothing 
while He hung there. 

“Love your enemies” (Luke 6:31) has slowly eroded to 
become love only those who believe the way you do… 
who agree with you politically…who let you into their lane 
on the freeway…who love you back. We have created our 
own standard of love, conditional love.  

We see all over the news the chaos that hate and anger 
are producing. Instead of joining in the chaos, we need to 
love humanity the way the Father does:  

Say to them: “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your 
evil ways!” (Ezekiel 33:11) 

We need to love our adversaries the way Jesus taught us 
to love:  

But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and 
pray for those who spitefully use you. (Luke 6:27-28) 

Jesus taught us that those of this world will know that we 
are His disciples, not by our flags, our bumper stickers, 
our yelling, or our legitimate complaints. He taught that 
the wicked, the lost, the lonely, and other believers will 
know we are His disciples by our love. “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as 
I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this 
all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (John 13:34-35). 

In today’s society, there is an erosion of the rock-solid 
truths of the Bible. The fact is that the root of our 
emotions does not stem from what others do or say to us 
but from our own heart condition. Our reaction to what is 
done or said to us stems from that heart condition. If we 
are not filled with the love of God and the humility of 

being saved from our own sinful behavior, then we will 
not react to what is done or said out of love and humility.  

Getting angry about the ungodly act of another is not a 
sin, what you do with that anger could be.  

So how can we be angry and not sin? How can we love 
our enemies but “abhor what is evil” (Romans 12:9)? We 
can’t, at least not in our own strength. As stated above, 
it’s a heart issue.  

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. And we have known and 
believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 
(1 John 4:15-16) 

I ask that out of the riches of His glory He may 
strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, will have power. (Ephesians 3:16-18 BSB) 

This article can’t sum this up better than Paul did in his 
letter to the Ephesians. 

“Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down 
on your wrath, nor give place to the devil. And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, 
wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in 
Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:26-27, 30-32) 

The question you have to ask yourself is:  
“Is it right for you to be angry?” (Jonah 4:4) 

 

 

 

[Authors note: What that forgiveness looks like can be 
very different depending on the circumstances. A concept 
the enemy, the Father of Lies, wants you to believe is that 
forgiveness and trust go hand in hand. However, in some 
cases that is just not safe. The Bible tells us that “A 
prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, but the 
simple pass on and are punished” (Proverbs 22:3). Jesus 
instructs us, “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst 
of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as 
doves” (Matthew 10:16). Forgiveness is not optional, but 
trust is. In those cases where trust is not the right option, 
the most loving thing we can do is pray for them and let 
Jesus do the rest.] 
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Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary defines it 
as “The crime of killing deliberately.”a In God's 
ten commandments in Exodus 20:13, it states 
“Thou shalt not kill” (KJV). This means it is a 
crime to kill or shed blood. In the New 
Testament Jesus sets a precedence of a higher 
degree than we understand. Mathew 5:21 says 
“Ye have heard that it was said of them of old 
time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill 
shall be in danger of the judgment” (KJV). This 
means anger is dangerous in a believer’s life.  

Anger is an uncontrolled temper, it carries great 
potential to tear down peaceful relationships, 
and this will do no good to 
our homes, churches or 
elsewhere. It is God's will 
that our temper be free 
from the blight of anger 
and revenge. Our minds 
must be God-centered. 
God can control our 
tempers if we allow His 
spirit to dwell within us, and constantly renew 
our minds, and be not conformed to this world's 
standards (Romans 12:2).  

In the Old Testament, Cain, the first murderer, 
killed his brother Abel because of anger. God 
warned him  

“If you had done the right thing, you would be 
smiling; but because you have done evil, sin is 
crouching at your door. It wants to rule you, 
but you must overcome it.” Then Cain said to 
his brother Abel, “Let's go out in the fields.” 
When they were out in the fields, Cain turned 
on his brother and killed him. (Genesis 4:7-8, 
GNBDC)  
 

He failed to control his anger. “He who says he is 
in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness 
until now. He who loves his brother abides in the 
light, and there is no cause for stumbling in 
him” (1 John 2:9-10). Let us keep in constant 
fellowship with God. When we are tempted to 
become ill-tempered, let us try to pray this 
prayer of David, “When my heart is 
overwhelmed; lead me to the rock that is higher 
than l” (Psalm 61:2).  

Talking about forgiveness, Peter asks “Lord how 
oft shall my brother sin against me, and l forgive 
him? till seven times?” (Matthew 18:21, KJV). 

While Peter was seventy 
times wrong about God's 
plan of forgiveness, he 
was seven times ahead of 
most people today. Many 
good and kind people find 
it very hard to forgive just 
once those that have 
injured them. Jesus taught 

that the forgiveness we extend to others should 
be without limit. In the same vein, Christians are 
not perfect. “He who covers his sins will not 
prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes 
them will have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). Some 
enjoy sin and have pleasure in sinning without 
remorse. The emphasis is forsaking them. 1 John 
1:9-10 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us.” Remain blessed. 

 
a https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
us/definition/english/murder_1?q=murder 

“Murder”  by Ambrose Okoro, Nigeria. 

While Peter was seventy times 

wrong about God's plan of 
forgiveness, he was seven times 

ahead of most people today. 
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By Sophia Fleming 
G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

Headquarters Happenings 
September/October 2022 
Greetings in the precious name of Jesus! 
In this issue of the ACTS, we are focusing on another of the Lord’s commands, the command to not murder. Some 
would think that this is the easiest of the commandments to keep, at least until we shine His light on it and see that our 
own hate and anger could, according to Jesus, constitute murder. Thankfully, we have a great and merciful Father who 
forgives us when we ask and has sent His son to strengthen us in every aspect of our lives, including not acting 
impulsively when our emotions get the best of us. 
After Campmeeting, we had the privilege to mail the new licenses to the two newest licensees, Samuel Marques of 
Brazil and Ian Edwards of Canada! We also mailed a hard copy of the new Ministerial Handbook to each of the licensed 
ministers. This new handbook is free to all of our licensed ministers and officially affiliated churches and groups. It was 
also decided to offer the handbook for sale on our store’s website, www.ACTSforGod.org/bookstore. It’s online now 
and ready to order. 
As we settle back into our routines here at the Headquarters, our Publishing House work is back in full swing. After 
Randy Sedlacek prepared the 2022 Campmeeting CDs for distribution, he has been busy working on transferring the old 
VHS and cassette tapes of speakers and teachers to digital format. As time allows, we will be uploading them to the 
ACTSforGod.org website and our YouTube channel. He has also been busy working on the grounds with Noel 
Stockwell. We are so thankful for all the work they have done to keep the grounds maintained! 
A new committee was formed during the Annual Ministerial Council meeting. The Publications Committee is scheduled 
to have its first meeting this month. This first meeting will be to establish the goals and expectations for the committee. 
The intention of creating the committee was to have a committed Ministerial Council oversight committee for current 
and future publications and possibly create new publications. This committee will be chaired by Ministerial Council 
Board Members, but the committee will be comprised of licensed and non-licensed Council members. If you are 
interested in joining, please contact me or a Ministerial Council Board Member. Your prayers for this work, and all of 
the Council’s work, are greatly appreciated. 
Over the years, we have attempted to translate our study materials into different languages. Recently, we discovered that 
Microsoft Word’s translation of a Bible study in English to Swahili was better suited for the Rwanda version of Swahili 
than the Kenyan version of Swahili, but when we used Google Docs’s translation it was “perfect” for Kenya. In the 
USA, it would be similar to lunch, dinner, and supper. When referring to the mid-day meal everyone understands that 
lunch is the appropriate word, some may also use dinner. However, dinner is also often time used to refer to the evening 
meal, while others would use supper. If you are using a meal to infer a time of day in a writing, you would need to make 
sure your audience understood which word you were using. We found a similar situation for translating Bible studies for 
our brothers in Brazil. They need the studies translated into the Brazilian version of Portuguese. Although the Microsoft 
Word version of the translation isn’t perfect, according to Brother Marques, it will save them quite a bit of time by 
having most of the document already translated and only having to go in and fix some of the areas that may not have 
translated correctly or perhaps not the correct intent of a phrase. If you have a computer and want to see what it’s like, 
use Google to translate a phrase from your native language into another and then take the new phrase and ask Google to 
translate it back into your native language. I’ve found some wildly different results when using this method to test a 
translated phrase into Swahili from English for our Kenya trips.  
Before the Lord led me to this position, I didn’t even know Brazil’s national language was Portuguese, let alone that 
there was more than one version of Portuguese! I have been so blessed by my work here and sometimes wonder what 
other adventures I may have missed out on because I 
didn’t think I was qualified to do the work when the 
Lord seemed to be opening a door to a new opportunity. 
By saying, “Yes, Lord, I’ll offer to help. If it’s Your 
will that I get to help, then I’ll do what I can, but Your 
will be done.” That simple phrase has blessed me, and 
grown me, in ways I didn’t know were possible. Not 
because I was qualified, but because I was willing. 
I pray you also say “yes” to the Lord and let His will be 
done in your life. It’s not about being confident in 
yourself or your situation, it’s about being confident in 
who He is and that He’s fully aware of your situation. 
Gratefully yours, Sophia 

Jul-Aug 2022 
Beginning Ending 
Balance Balance 

Designated Funds 
  Building Fund $1,000.00 $1,000.00 
  Campmeeting Fund $2,320.33 $-583.34 
  Memorial Fund $800.00 $800.00 
  Missions $16,729.24 $17,224.87 
Funds for Operating Expenses 
  General Fund $78.07 $10,645.92 
  Repairs Fund (10% of Rent) $1,852.04 $2,007.10 

Average Monthly General Expenses 
for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 = $9,500.00 



Advocating Christ The Savior 15 

 

If I were told to build a great ark, 
Would I eagerly on my mission embark? 
Would I be willing to suffer man’s mirth 
For a hundred-five years building the ark on dry earth; 
Patiently working, trusting Him year after year 
Knowing God’s flood was something to fear? 

If I were told to leave my home 
At age 75 the earth to roam 
To a place that He said He would lead me, 
Would I jump at the chance a new place to see 
Or concern myself with the “unknowns” of the trip 
And miss God’s promises; my son’s hand never grip? 

If I were told to take as my wife 
One who was not chaste; lived a quite sinful life. 
Would I say, “No, I want a life filled with contentment, 
Not one of shame, strife and resentment.” 
Or would I gladly endure; keep my will in its place 
Because my Father knows best and He gives me His grace? 

If I were told on my left side I must lay 
390 days then on my right 40 more stay, 
Bearing Israel and Judah’s iniquity; one day for each year. 
Would I say, “It is unreasonable to simply lie here! 
What is the purpose; what sense does it make?” 
But I’m told of His punishment if His will I forsake. 

If I were told to cut my beard, shave my head, 
Weigh the cuttings, divide them in thirds as He said, 
A third part to burn, a third part to smite, 
A third part to scatter—it just doesn’t seem right. 
Who will understand the sense of these actions? 
But God wants obedience without any detractions. 

If I were told to speak to an inanimate rock 
To provide enough water to refresh the Lord’s flock, 
Would I argue that digging a deep well would be better 
Or would I heed His advice; follow it to the letter? 
(Sometimes His instructions seem to be so bizarre: 
“Be good to my enemies?”  That goes a bit far!) 

If I were told to prepare my last cake; 
Give it to a stranger to eat for his sake, 
Would I do it gladly; trust in Him for my bread 
Knowing how miraculously the great numbers He fed? 
I fear that our faith in Him has grown weak; 
We don’t rely on His promises, nor Him always seek. 

We don’t spend enough time in prayer on our knees. 
We don’t consider our ways; do we really well please? 
Do we think that our actions should be deemed good enough? 
We don’t murder or steal; we do the right stuff. 
Of our tithe and our offerings we faithfully give, 
But what’s more important is how do we live? 

In our homes do we open His glory-filled book? 
Do we examine our thoughts; into our hearts do we look? 
When we read of His promises as we search for His way, 
Do we take them to heart and continually pray 
That His Will will be done in our lives to the end; 
Our names written down; in Eternity spend? 

Do we trust completely that our needs He will bring? 
Or do we take credit and our praises sing? 
Do we humble ourselves; in His strength do we wait? 
Do we trust in His timing; His Will to relate? 
If we do not practice our faith and trust Him, 
We will not grow stronger and our witness will dim. 

Do we spend too much time in this day of technology 
Playing games or researching our own genealogy? 
Have we set aside money for our years of retirement? 
Where did He mention that this was a requirement? 
His children devoted their all to their Lord. 
The riches of heaven will be their reward. 

His return quickly approaches; there’s no time to delay. 
We must be in His will fully, never trust our own way. 
We must not rest for a moment for Satan will attack 
Our times of pleasure and where we’ve grown slack. 
We must consider our ways before it’s too late 
To change our lifestyles and are doomed to our fate. 

Daughters of the King 
What If . . . 

By Linda Kendrick 

Total Donations = $3300  
 

If you would like to 
contribute to the Ice/
Water Dispenser you 
can either send your 
donation earmarked 
ice/water dispenser 
directly to the DOK or 
send it to the General 
Council Office. 

$5000 
$4000 
$3000 
$2000 
$1000 

Ice/Water Dispenser Fund 



 

 

Gener al  Cou ncil Chur ches of God  
(Seventh  Day), Inc. 
1827 W 3r d Str eet  
Mer idian ID 83646-1653 

Non-Profit Organization 
PAID 

Permit Number 25  
Meridian, Idaho 

Contact us: by Mail Phone: (208) 888-3380 E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org 
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org 

$5.00 per Video DVD or Audio CD 
plus Shipping and Handling 
 
Sermons from Campmeeting 2022 

7/4/22 “Faith Is the Victory” Greg Wallace  
7/5/22 “Be a Christian Racoon” Craig Moore  
7/6/22 “Cyrus, He’s My Shepherd” Isaac Keim  
7/7/22 “Hold Fast” Tom Kendrick  
7/8/22 “Hold Fast Until Jesus Comes” Wes Higgins  
7/9/22 “My Anchor Holds” Dwight Jack  
7/9/22 “Lettuce (Let Us)” Russ McCrae 
All Speakers Audio—MP3 Format (1 CD) 

Classes from Campmeeting 2022 
7/5/22 “The Triumphant Church” Randall Avery (3 CDs) 
7/7/22 “A Christian’s View of God’s Holy Days” Wes Higgins (3 CDs) 
7/8/22 “The Foundations of Our Beliefs” Roger Boone (3 CDs) 
 

Audio sermons from past years are available on the ACTSforGod.org website by 
clicking on the EVENTS tab and then clicking the CAMPMEETING AUDIO ARCHIVES 
link. 
 

Check out the ACTSforGod YouTube channel to watch classes and 
sermons from Campmeetings 2018-2022  

mailto:adminasst@cogpublishing.org
http://www.actsforgod.org/



