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House to advance the Gospel message around the world and to promote
the general welfare of the Churches of God, (Seventh Day), as a whole.

Subscriptions: There is no subscription price for this magazine. It is
paid for by freewill offerings. We are a non-profit ministry and welcome
your financial participation. Donations are greatly appreciated. The
suggested donation is $4.75 or $28.50 annually. Checks may be made out
to the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.
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Contact Us:

General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.,
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Summary of Our Statement of Belief —We believe:
1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter.

2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life;
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom
and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3. The means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith
in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command
to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of the Lord Jesus for the
remission of sins.

4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies.

5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments,
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on
Saturday.

6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year
at the proper and appointed time.

7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death.

. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.

10.

Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day), is in a state of constant growth and we all have
different backgrounds, it is likely that your views may differ somewhat from those of the
authors. At any rate, these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21
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President’s Letter

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

March 2022

I hope and pray that all are doing well. Things have been ramping up for an exciting 2022. Meridian
Campmeeting planning is in full swing as well as the National Youth camp the weekend prior to
Campmeeting. Please remember both of these events in your prayers that the Lord may move mightily.

Please pray for God’s mighty work to be done in all that the General Council is doing. “Now this is the
confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know
that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him” (1 John
5:14-15) Have confidence and believe that when you ask for His will that He will answer. The answer will
be in His time and not ours. We must have patience!

A couple of the things that are going on for the General Council are:

1. The property next to the General Council has been sold and is set to be developed. Some of the

and further His word.

Earl Rice
General Council President

buildings that are planned to go in are a hotel, a business park, and housing.

2. Our facilities continue to get some upgrades. The publishing house offices and the bathrooms in
the multipurpose building are getting new LED lighting. There are many more changes to come.

Please continue to remember the Board of Directors, Ministerial Council, Christian Youth, Daughters of
the King, and the Licensing and Credentials Committee in your prayers, that they continue to do God’s work

the familiar upbeat theme
S song begins to play in the
darkened TV studio, a curtain

on stage parts to reveal an evenly spaced
lineup of three contestants, their varying
forms a silhouette against the bright
Jbacklighting. As the music fades, Con-
testant #1 is bathed in a spotlight “My
name is John Doe,” he states convincing-
ly. Spotlights then hit contestants #2 and
#3 in rapid succession as they solemnly
affirm that their names are also John Doe.
The voice of an announcer cuts in
with a short story of the unique accom-
plishments of Mr. John Doe. Finally, the
contestants are seated across from a panel
of four celebrities who are given a minute
each to ask questions of the three persons,
the object being to identify the real “John

Doe” out of the three. Only one of them is
telling the truth (the real John Doe must
answer correctly), but two of them are
lying through their teeth. They try to fool
the panel into guessing them to be the real
John Doe. The panel watches them all
closely to determine who is lying. The
more on the panel who’re deceived, the
more money that’s made by the contest-
ants.

The gameshow, To Tell the Truth,
was not invented until mid-20th century
AD., but the game has been played and
replayed since the fateful day that Eve
made the deadly choice of believing the
Serpent’s “Thou shalt not surely die.”

One of the greatest reasons for man
being created would be his ability to carry
on complex forms of communication that

Frnwom the Wchives:
Originally published in July|Qugust 1992

“To Tell the Truth”

By Mike Ahlborn

would reflect logic, reasoning, memory,
intuition, attitudes, and emotions. God
made man in His own image (including
the abilities of reasoning and communica-
tion) to have a higher, more personal
fellowship with him than with the rest of
creation.

Only the foolish have questioned the
power of the written and spoken word to
motivate men to the most incredible
achievements, and incite the oppressed to
rise up and throw off shackles of physical
or intellectual bondage. Proverbs
18:20,21 warns about the power of
communication...

A man’s belly shall be
satisfied with the fruit of his
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mouth; and with the increase
of his lips shall he be filled.
Death and life are in the
power of the tongue: and they
that love it shall eat the fruit
thereof.

When man was created, he was given
the reasoning power of speech, the desire
to communicate, and the need to be
heard. This all coincides with our primary
purpose for being created: to praise and
worship our Creator and to be in harmo-
nious fellowship with Him. So important
was the need for holiness of speech that
God included among the Ten Command-
ments, “Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbor.”

All that man said was intended by his
Creator to be holy and righteous, but
when man fell in sin, his tongue also fell.
Man’s speech took on the dark sinister
quality of satanic deception—the lying
tongue.

THE FALLEN TONGUE

Lying Lips

Lying is tied to the old sinful nature
of man. At the point of telling a lie, a
person’s respiratory and circulatory
systems are altered, his heartbeat is
increased, he often perspires more, and he
may nervously fidget. The mind must
race ahead of his speech to set up the lie
so that it is believable. This usually leads
to the telling of other lies to cover the
first. Some are more adept at deception,
but very few completely escape these
physiological changes.

A lie detector test works on the
physiological principle. Heartbeat and
respiration are recorded as questions are
answered. Dramatic physical changes
either signal sensitive issues, or lying
responses. God is much greater than any
lie detector, knowing every lie we tell,
and remembering it against us.

The spiritual changes are even more
abrupt, though sometimes harder to detect
since they are spiritually discerned. There
are deep spiritual consequences to
falsehoods. Colossians 3:9 admonishes...

Lie not one to another,
seeing that ye have put off the
old man with his deeds...

Revelation 21:8 somberly warns of
the day of judgment...

But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abomina-
ble, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars,
shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and

brimstone: which is the second
death.

The message is clear. Lying brings
death.

False Witness

Scriptures also renounce the bearing
of a false witness, placing this in a special
category. Lying is condemned by God,
but when it is used as a witness against
another it is exceedingly abominable. The
Ten Commandments specifically identify
and forbid this treachery. Exodus 23:1
emphasizes this...

Thou shalt not raise a false
report: put not thine hand with
the wicked to be an unright-
eous witness.

It is foolish to become party to a
false witness. It doesn’t take long to
prove that the witness was false. Con-
versely, the truth always correlates, even
when shared from different perspectives.
When Christ was falsely accused at His
mock trial, the testimony didn’t match.
The testimonies of those against Jesus
didn’t even agree...

And the chief priests and
all the council sought for
witness against Jesus to put
him to death; and found none.
For many bare false witness
against him, but their witness
agreed not together. (Mark
14:55,56)

Jesus wasn’t condemned to die
because of the false reports given at His
trial, but because of the truth that He
spoke about being the Son of God. It was
the charge of blasphemy that sent the
Lord to Golgotha—a charge that was
unfounded since He really was the Son of
God. Jesus died because the Jewish
leaders couldn’t bear the truth. They were
deceived.

Slander

Another way the tongue is wrongly
used is through slander. Webster’s
dictionary defines this as a false report
that defames another person. However,
the Old Testament Bible usage is a bit
different. It is defined by the Brown
Driver Briggs Gesenius Lexicon of the
Hebrew and Aramaic languages, as
“whispering, defamation, and evil report
(specifically a true report of evil
doing).”

Truth can be manipulated in such a
way that it tears down and destroys
instead of strengthening and edifying.
This also is condemned by Scripture...

Whoso privily slandereth
his neighbour, him will I cut
off: him that hath a high look
and a proud heart will not I
suffer. (Psalm 101:5)

Debate thy cause with thy
neighbour himself; and
discover not a secret to
another: lest he that heareth it
put thee to shame, and thine
infamy turn not away.
(Proverbs 25:9,10)

This category also covers the area of
whispering and gossip. Going behind

someone’s back to spread rumors, true or
not, is absolutely wrong. This is also one
of the most rampant sins among church
attendees. I Timothy 5:13 reveals...

And withal they learn to
be idle, wandering about from
house to house; and not only
idle, but tattlers also and
busybodies, speaking things
which they ought not.

Cursing

Finally, we come to the area of
cursing, idle words, and profanity. Is God
concerned about every word that issues
from our mouths? Psalm 58:12 tells us...

For the sin of their mouth
and the words of their lips let
them even be taken in their
pride: and for cursing and
lying which they speak.

When speaking to the Pharisees,
Jesus reprimanded them for their evil
speaking. The thought here is that
someone truly dedicated to righteousness
will speak well—not with cursing and
bitterness—but with love, sincerity, and
wholesomeness.

O generation of vipers,
how can ye, being evil, speak
good things? for out of the
abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh. A good man
out of the good treasure of the
heart bringeth forth good
things: and an evil man out of
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the evil treasure bringeth forth
evil things. But I say unto you,
That every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of
judgment For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by
thy words thou shalt be
condemned.

Paul encourages Titus to be a pattern
of good works to the church. Included
among other things in the list is...

..Sound  speech, that
cannot be condemned; that he
that is of the contrary part may
be ashamed, having no evil
thing to say of you. (Titus 2:8)

CREATED HOLY

To Tell The Truth
Man’s tongue was created to be
wholly dedicated to righteous perfec-
tion—a pure mouthpiece for a pure heart.
Those now dedicated to walking not after
the flesh but after the Spirit of God will
also pursue godliness in their speech.
Truth is the absolute of holy speak-
ing. No real truth exists outside of the
person of God. Therefore, speaking half-
truths is ungodly—it is outside of the
realm of light. I John 1:5 states...
This then is the message
which we have heard of him,
and declare unto you, that God
is light, and in him is no
darkness at all.

God made man to speak the truth.
After the fall of man, man is told again
and again to come to the truth, to put
away lying, and to speak the truth.

These are the things that
ye shall do; Speak ye every
man the truth to his neighbour;
execute the judgment of truth
and peace in your gates...
(Zechariah 8:16)

Wherefore putting away
lying, speak every man truth
with his neighbour: for we are
members one of another.
(Ephesians 4:25)

Worship

God also made man to worship Him.
Cain and Abel are found bringing
sacrifices to place upon the altar as
worship to the Lord. Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob all built altars that they
might sacrifice unto the Lord. Even the
heathen nations who have only limited
awareness of God’s existence find an
outlet for worship. Man was created for

it: not one race, tribe, or society of people
since creation has ever been devoid of
some kind of worship.

Worship of the only true God is
certainly urged in the Scriptures. One
large book (Psalms), and one small book
(Song of Solomon), are books of worship.

O come, let us worship
and bow down: let us kneel
before the Lord our maker.
(Psalm 95:6)

O worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness: fear before
him, all the earth. (Psalm 96:9)

Exalt ye the Lord our
God, and worship at his
footstool; for he 1is holy.
(Psalm 99:5)

God is even today looking for those
who will worship Him. John recounts this
when Jesus meets the woman of Samar-
ia...

But the hour cometh, and
now is, when the true worship-
pers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship
him. God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship
in spirit and in truth. (John
4:23,24)

Obviously, we are to be worshippers
all the time, and not just when we come
to church. Wherever we are, wherever we
g0, and in whatever circumstances we
find ourselves, God calls us to be wor-
shippers. This applies not only to word,
but also to deed. However, it’s clear that
our words are crucial to the worship we
are called to render. What is in our
mouths as we go about our tasks?

Many attend church without ever
really entering into worship. Attending
the service can be a part of your worship
if your heart’s in the right place, but there
are many who attend out of habit and
only endure the service. Sadly, they never
enter into praising and loving God
through worship. It is so easy to get
distracted from giving praise, and to fill
our mouths with negative talk. Negativity
quickly kills worship; we must be careful.

Edification

Finally, we’re created to build up—
to be constructive and helpful. We
weren’t made so that we would destroy
one another with words. Ephesians
4:29,31,32 are quite clear...

Let no corrupt communi-
cation proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good

to the use of edifying, that it
may minister grace unto the
hearers...Let all bitterness, and
wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away
from you, with all malice: And
be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one

another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven
you.

God intended for communication to
challenge, build up, and comfort. All
speaking was to be honest and sincere,
and was to minister life. Even the truth is
to be spoken in love, and scriptural
discipline is to be done with grace. Our
tongues are to be sanctified to the use
intended by our Heavenly Father.

When Isaiah saw a glorious vision of
the exalted Lord filling the temple, and
felt the power of His holiness, he cried...

..Woe is me! for I am
undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean
lips: for mine have seen the
King, the LORD of hosts.
(Isaiah 6:5)

Isaiah represents the entire human
race! We are a people of unclean lips and
unclean hearts. Our mouths speak in the
abundance of the darkness of our hearts.
The good news is that by God’s power of
cleansing from sin and iniquity, we can
be changed...

Then flew one of the
seraphims unto me, having a
live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with the tongs from
off the altar: And he laid it
upon my mouth, and said, Lo,
this hath touched thy lips; and
thine iniquity is taken away,
and thy sin purged. (Isaiah
6:6,7)

Each one must experience this com-
plete purifying of the lips and rededica-
tion of speech to holiness and truth...

May the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of
my heart, be acceptable in thy
sight, O Lord, my strength,
and my redeemer. (Psalm
19:14)

All scriptures in this article were taken
from the KJV. Emphasis was added to
some scriptures.
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Dawglitess
Has God Called You?

Let me tell you something about God: He already knows.
He is Yahweh, the Supreme God, the only God.
He knows all things.

I wonder what you’re running from today.

Are we being like Jonah, who ran from God?

Are we a Moses, who didn’t have self confidence, who
was weak in faith?

Are we a Noah, who had a determination to see Yahweh’s
plans through?

Are we a Daniel, who stood in faith knowing that his
obedience to Yahweh would only bring him victory,
and like the three Hebrew children whose faith and
obedience also brought them victory.

The results you want are often found in the process you’re
resisting.

Sometimes, when life disappoints your expectations, and
you end up hiding from the very places you went to
look for God in the first place.

We need to stop living by feelings and start living by faith.

Sometimes what we do is we just run from
disappointment.

We just run from our feelings.

We just run from our frustration, and pretend like it’s not
there, therefore we never experience resurrection.

We never experience spring because we don’t embrace
winter.

We never experience fruitfulness because we never
embrace pruning.

I know that in my life there are seasons where God
prepares me for resurrection, but disappointment comes
before resurrection. Faith has the ability to face the pain
because you already know that victory is coming.

Just because the storm is raging doesn’t mean God has left
the scene. Just because He hasn’t stopped it doesn’t
mean he doesn’t see it. And even though we don’t
know how long it will last, doesn’t make us doubt His
presence in the middle of it.

What’s good about it? [ know what comes next. So I can
face it. I can take it. I can deal with it. I can live with it.
I can hold it. I’'m not alone in it. His grace abounds to
get me through.

Yahweh said, “I know the plans I have for you, and they
are plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give
you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11).

God knew you would be in this deficit. He knew you
would feel like this. He knew you would struggle with
this. He knew it would be hard for you. He knew you
would be going it alone. He knew you’d be raising
those kids. He knew you would carry it, and He
wouldn’t put you in it if He didn’t put it in you!

of the Hing

By Rachael Boone

Sometimes God doesn’t get you out of your struggle
because you need to go through it. Yahweh wants to
draw you closer to Him so He can build an inner
strength that you’ll need for every stage to follow.

He’s going to give you everything you need to get through
it.

In the absence of answers, faith is born.

He says, “Be still, and know that [ am Yahweh;

I will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth.” Yahweh Almighty is with
us; the God of Jacob is our fortress (Psalm 46:10-11).

Your trials, your tribulations, your sickness, your pain,
your disappointments are to bring you closer to Him, all
for His glory...To fill you with more of Him and less of
you.

The presence of God is not a place to bypass your
emotions; it’s a place to process them. It’s okay to tell
God, “I need you. Yahweh, come to my rescue. You
know who I am. You know how much and what I
need.”

We need to come here and lay it at the alter.

What is blocking your prayers from being answered?

Pride.

Unforgiveness.

Jealousy.

And any other sin that you harbor.

We need to lay it at this alter, humble ourselves and live
dedicated to Yahweh, like Daniel and the three Hebrew
children, who weren’t afraid to lay down their life for
their God.

I want to be a Daniel unafraid to live what I believe.

Standing for righteousness.

Living by faith like Abraham.

Humble enough to hear God’s voice.

Forgiving those who wrong me, so my prayers will be
heard.

Having the spirit of praise in my tongue and in my heart so
I will not be easily offended.

Loving Yahweh with all that is within me; that my
children will see the fruit of my hands are from
Him...that they will walk in His Law, and will follow
the path of righteousness.

I am here on earth to be His light.
I want to make my life count for Him and His glory.

God Yahweh is calling you to Himself through Yahshua
His blood sacrifice to a called out life, set apart and
holy, a living sacrifice for His glory.
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Below are some things that have already
been donated to the DOK Booth and
Auctions to spark your interest.

Candy
Holders

2 Kinds of
Scrubbies

Various
“Pamper
Yourself
Baskets”

for the
Auctions

Table
Runners

A “BSU Basket”, a
“Fishing Basket”,
and some Trail
Cams will also be
available.

Advocating Christ The Savior



Children’s

Corner!

The Brown Glass Dog

Mrs. Moffet was cutting an armful of perfumy
sprays from the thick lilac hedge around the
yard. The May afternoon hummed with pleasant
noises from Gregg Tapp’s birthday party three
houses down.

"I guess they're all having fun,” Mrs. Moffet
remarked to Brownie, the curly little dog
following her everywhere. But no, didn't she hear
the voices of her own three children in an angry
argument?

"I did not!” That was seven-year-old Margot.

“You did too—just as much as I did! And so
did Steve!” That was Chuckie, the six-year-old.

“"We didn't touch it! We didnt say a word.”
That was Steve, eight.

“No, but...” The three children came around
the end of the lilac hedge. They stopped
suddenly. “*Oh—hello, Mother!”

Mrs. Moffet laughed. “Sounds as if you've
been having a lovely time at the birthday
party."

Though they were all feeling angry, Mother’s
little joke made them laugh. Then they looked
at each other. Their faces seemed to ask “Shall
we tell Mother?” Then Steve said, “You see
Mother, Chuckie took something at the party,
and after that everything went wrong.”

Chuckie quietly defended himself. “They
wanted me to take it, Mother. I could see by
their faces that they wanted me to, and now
they’re trying to blame it all on me!” He glared
at Margot and Steve. “And when Mrs. Tapp
Ssged for it, they lied as much as I did! They

i !"

Mother asked Chuckie what he had taken,
and Chuckie miserably brew from his pocket a
glass model of a golden cocker spaniel. It was
gleaming and clear. “Doesn’t it look just like
Brownie, Mother?”

Mother put her lilacs down on the grass,
took the glass dog in her hands, and looked at
it wonderingly. “It certainly does look like
Brownie. We must see if we can buy one like it.
But now, Chuckie, you tell me all that
happened, from beginning to end. Margot and
Steve, you can tell me afterward if anything is
left out.”

Chuckie took a deep breath. “Well Greg was
opening his presents and when I saw that this

looked just like Brownie, I wanted it. So I
looked at Margot and Steve, and they said with
their faces that I should take it. So when I got
a chance, I put it in my pocket. Then when
Mrs. Tapp asked me if I had it, I said, ‘No,’ out
loud, but when she asked Margot if she knew
where it was, Margot just shook her head back
and forth, No. and then Mrs. Tapp said, ‘Oh,
well" and that was all; but she was cross after
that, so we came home. And now they say it's
my fault, and I say it's their fault, too.”

Margot said, “I say it isn't a lie, unless you
say it with your mouth, out loud!”

Mrs. Moffet's face was both grave and
severe. Sadly, she said, "I say it's wrong to
take things that belong to others. I say that it's
wrong to show by your face that you want
other people to do wrong things. I say that it's
wrong to tell a lie with your mouth, by shaking
your head back and forth, or by being quiet
when you should be speaking the truth. Chuck,
you shouldn't have taken the glass dog,
however much you liked it. Margot and Steve,
you should have told him not to take it, and
you should have told Mrs. Tapp where it was.”

Steve hung his head. Margot hung her head
and began to sniff. Chuckie said, “There, I told
you!” Brownie whined a bit. Then Steve looked
up at Mother and asked, “What can we do
now?”

Mother answered, “God says that all people
do some wrong things. We all need His help to
keep doing right. First, ask Him to forgive you
and to help you not to do such things again.
Then, Brownie and I will go with you. The
three of you together can return Greg’s gift to
him. Tell Mrs. Tapp and Greg that you're sorry
and ask if you may stay for the rest of the
birthday party.”

Later, Mrs. Motte came home and cut the
last spray that she needed and started toward
the house, her face pleasantly buried in the
perfumy armful of lilacs. The May afternoon
hummed with the sounds of children at a
party. Mrs. Moffet said, “"Brownie, this time I'm
sure the children are enjoying themselves—all
of them—including Margot and Steve, and
Chuckie.” Brownie happily wagged his tail. =
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Lesson Questions:
1.

2.

9.

Page 8

How did God declare Himself above false gods? Isaiah 42:8-9;
45:21-22.

To whom did God reveal His secrets? Amos 3:7. What did
Jehoshaphat tell the people? 2 Chronicles 20:20, last part. If one
fails to believe, what will be the result? Isaiah 7:9, last part.

How was prophecy fulfilled in Israel’s bondage in, and freedom
from Egypt? How long was Israel really in Egyptian bondage?
Genesis 15:13-16; Exodus 12:40-41; 6:16-23; Genesis 46:11.
What is said of Egypt in Ezekiel 29:14-16? How did Babylon enter
the Egyptian controversy? Ezekiel 29:16-20.

What was predicted concerning Babylon? Isaiah 13:19-22;
Jeremiah 50:1-3. Who was to lead in the overthrow of Babylon?
Isaiah 44:28; 45:1-4.

What was prophesied concerning Tyre? Ezekiel 26:2-6. Who was a
chief agent in this? Ezekiel 26:16-20.

From your knowledge of Bible prophecy, point out the certainty of
its fulfillment. Can we trust God to validate His Word?

What challenge is found in Isaiah 41:21-23; 45:21? Who has been
able to answer the challenge?

Discuss the many prophecies concerning the Messiah that have
already been perfectly fulfilled.

10. Name and discuss present-day prophecies and fulfillment.
11. Name and discuss some very final and last prophecies of all ages.

Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the

Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

Excerpts from Unlocking Prophetic and Doctrinal Truths Adult Study Guide

LESSON 1: THE LORD’S SUPPER
Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:18-30

Memory Verse: “For [ received from the Lord that which I also
delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which
He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for
you, do this in remembrance of Me.’” (1 Corinthians 11:23-24)

INTRODUCTION:

Paul mentioned the Lord’s Supper (antitype of Passover) in reprimanding
the Corinthians for their unbecoming behavior, as they came together for
its observance. Though the Apostle was converted to Christianity about
two years after Christ’s crucifixion, the Lord revealed to him the
importance of the ordinance. Paul received revelation from the Lord
concerning the Lord’s Supper and delivered it to the Church saying what is
recorded in the memory verse (and through 1 Corinthians 11:26). This
pinpoints the time of its institution: “the same night in which He was
betrayed,” the night of Nisan 14, preceding the high Jewish Passover
Sabbath, which followed on Nisan 15.

Paul referred to the giving of this ordinance by Jesus (Luke 22:19-20), as
he stressed the fact to the Corinthians, that it be observed in remembrance
of Christ’s death: “you proclaim the Lord’s death till He
comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26).

The Apostle also emphasized that Christ to His disciples is what the
Passover was to the Israelites. He said, “For indeed Christ, our Passover,
was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven...
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.” (1 Corinthians 5:7-8).

Early Christian believers (at least until after the third century)
commemorated the Lord’s Supper in a way that all believers present could
partake. The deacons carried the bread and the wine to those whom
sickness or other circumstances prevented (Encyclopedia Americana).

The use of unleavened bread in the Lord’s Supper is of great importance,
since the yeast in leavened bread represents sin (1 Corinthians 5:8;
Matthew 16:6).

Page 1
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Lesson Questions:

1.

10.

Page 6

From your own study and knowledge, define prophecy and give its
purpose. How are both elements of “foretelling” and “forthtelling”
involved in this divine gift?

What is the source of true prophecy? 2 Peter 1:20-21. What did
Peter say prophecy is? 2 Peter 1:19.

In what sense is Genesis 3:15 prophetic?

How did God reveal His secrets to men? Deuteronomy 29:29;
Amos 3:7; 2 Peter 1:21.

How is the “testimony of Jesus” the spirit of prophecy? Revelation
12:17; 19:10. Who, then, may have the “spirit of prophecy’?

How may one learn of Christ? John 5:39. (Note: Scriptures referred
to here were prophecies of Christ in the Old Scriptures. The New
Scriptures had not then been written.)

What Scriptures concerning Christ was the Eunuch reading? Acts
8:27-38.

Who did Jesus say had written concerning Him? John 5:46-47;
Luke 24:27. What Scriptures did Jesus read in the synagogue on
the Sabbath? Luke 4:16-20.

How should the Christian regard prophecy? Revelation 1:3; Luke
11:28; 1 Corinthians 14:1-5.

How are God’s remnant people described? Revelation 12:11, 17;
15:2-4; 19:10; 14:12-13.

Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the
Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

Excerpts from Unlocking Prophetic and Doctrinal Truths Adult Study Guide

LESSON 2: THE ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM
Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:9-20

Memory Verse: “Or do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans
6:3-4)

INTRODUCTION:

Baptism is an experience ordained of God, in which one has a real
experience with Christ, being baptized into Him. Paul included himself
among others who “were baptized into Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:3) - not
into a denominational church. But if one is truly baptized into Christ, the
Lord adds him or her to the Church, for He adds “to the church daily those
who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).

Being “buried with Him in baptism ” (Colossians 2:12), makes it necessary
to be covered completely in the process of baptism. To be buried, is to be
covered; in the case of baptism, with water (full immersion). Paul further
pointed out in Romans 6:4 that “we are buried with him by baptism” and
“planted” in the grave; and converts to Christ are likewise “planted” in the
watery grave, to come forth in “newness of life.” For a seed to be planted,
to germinate, and come forth to grow, it must be buried.

Death to sin is necessary before burial (baptism), for one should not be
buried alive! Paul pointed this out (Romans 6:6) by saying that our old
man is crucified--old life of sin; that he was “crucified with
Christ” (Galatians 2:20). Christians die to sin to be “alive to God in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:11).

One dies to sin as they experience “Godly sorrow,” resulting in repentance
and confession of sins. Having heard Peter preach Christ, on Pentecost,
some “were cut to the heart,” and cried out; “‘Men and brethren, what
shall we do?’ Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized...and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 2:37-38).
Again it was said, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Thus,

having died, burial is next in order. Page 3



G a3eq

"uBW JO J1JoUdq Y} 10J
opew SBY POL) 9A0W AJOAD JIQJIOIUNOD 0} Papadodons A[jented pue paLy sey
oYM ‘UBIBS JO 90UIN[JUI A} Jopun dxom Aoy} yudg A[oH o3 £q popms jou
QIoM SIOYORI) ISR} A} SV “(T-1:7 1919d Q) .. $2182.42Y 2A110N41S2p,, WYIne)
oym s1ayoed) pue s3dydord os[e) 910M JI0Y) ‘SOWIN) UIIPOW Ul St ‘AJudIoue
g 31 2deass 01 Moy pue ‘urs Aq UInI IOy} JO WY} urem 03 Jopewr ddwrs
© U99q 9ABY P[NOM JI ‘UBWU )M Sul[edp ul uonnadwod ou uddq 1oy} peHq

"poD 10§ yeads
Apradoad ued wowr AJoy ATuQ) (1Z:T 10194 7) .. PoD fo uawi Ajoy, d1om AU}
1Y) pres 10194 apsody oyl ‘uow o3 asodind s pony Surure(dxs ‘sioyoeo)
os[e a1am sjoydolqd "s30109s SIH FuI[edAdl Ul WIH JoJ yedds 0} udw snorrea
posn pon) pue (91-0[:4 Snpoxy) SISO\ 1oJ 1oydoid € sem uoIey “Ioyjoue
10} syeads oym suo st joydord e ‘Areuondrq S.JI9JSqOA\ 03 SUIPIOIIY

*Qwod 03 s3ury} urreasal ‘uondwopal
Jo uepd st Surpie3ar uonewiojur uoAI3 sey pory ‘syoydord st ySnoiyg,
‘(L:¢ sowry) sjoydoid poy[es o1om Ooym UIW 0) S}AIOAS SIH [BdAd1 0) ueld
SIH oweddq 1 0109s SIY}) oAeS Jjoswiy pon y3noy], “(44:8 uyof) uis jo
10Je3nSUl AY) ‘UeleS ISINIq A[[BIB] P[NOM OUM SWO0D 0} du() Y} Jo dstwoid
oY} ‘G:€ SISAUAN) Ul UJAIS SI SJQI0IS JO UONEB[OAAI ISAI[IRd S, pon) sdeyidd

‘uondwopar Jo 1109
o} PIoY Quo[e o ‘Iedp [eurolo woly adeoso Jo Aem oyp Surpraoid ‘uewr
0) 90813 pue AdIoW jueI3 pIp puB PINOd pon ‘punjuell I0j ‘A[eIBUniIo]
(CTT:€E 1Oz I1: UONERAdY 99S) ‘uonedrd SIH jo jurod 3urumord
oy} JO UONesSAD Ay} 39s 0} pased|d aq jou p[noo AJuIeldd 10edr)) SUIAO]
® JOJ {pAIP PUB PIUUIS UBW UIYM PIAJLIZ sem oY ‘dinsed[d siy Joy s3ury
[[e pa1eard Suraey -Suruurdaq oy} WOIJ Pud Y} MBS POL) ‘WOPSIM JIUIJUL
Ag *(£7:9 <T1:G SuBWOY) YILaP [BUID)D U] dARY P[Nom 1 9dedsd Jo suedw
' papraoid jou pey 10jed1) SULIDPNSSUO] B SSO[UN PuE ‘ILIP JIWUBpPY
oU) ‘uIs JO 9SINd JY) Jopun dJel UBWNY ANUD Y} JY3noiq uis S wepy

‘NOILLDNAJOY.LNI

(8-L:¢ sowry) ,, sAsaydo.d

mq uvd oy juayods spy pory pioT Y[ ;ivaf 10U []IM Oy H
[pa4vo. spy uol] p sjaydo.id ay) SJupA4S SIE] 0] 12.109S SIE] S|PaAdL

o[ Ssajun) ‘Suryjou sa0p por) p4o7 ayj Aja4ng, :ISII A AIOWIA]
[2-91:1 1019 T :3urpedy 31mydrig
AJ3HdOUd 40 3S0diNd € NOSS3T

9pInND Apnis 3 Npy syind] |eulu3poq pue di3aydoud Suppojun wouy s3disdx3

'9101S 9y Ul Ang 03 Jo a8ed saipnis [eusig

3y} Uo 840°p0DHJ0JS1IY MMM UO pUNoy aq ued aping Apnis a19jdwo)

(pazndeq 2q sjuejur

pPInoys ‘(s1oyjo Aue 10) / uonsanb ur pajsi| $1x9) Y3 JO MIIA U]
(Z:01 suenpuLo) 1) B3s Ay} ul pue

PNoId Ay} Ul SISO ojun pazndeq [[e a1om,, pue (1Z:€ 19324 1) ..poD
PIEMO] QOUIIISUOD POO3 B JO JoMSUR dU),, AQ Juedw ST jeym urejdxyg
TC-€ 1919d T pue 9T:¢

sue1soydy Suropisuod ‘wsndeq ur 193em JO [OqUIAS U} SSNISI(]
‘01-6:01 SUBWOY ‘9[:9] YIB ‘8€:T SOV ‘§:¢ MIUNBN

(pazndeq 9q 031 asoyp Jo 1red ayp uo wisndeq opadaxd jsnwr 1By A\
'6£-8€:8 S0V wisndeq s gonung oY) 9qLIOSI ‘T 1-

01:1 BN SLT-91:€ mayneN ‘wsndeq Jo Jouuew S ISLIYD) 9qLIOSIJ
‘8¢€-C SOV YIM 6]-8C MIUNEN

aredwo) /poutoyrad oq 03 wsndeq St dweu Isoym U ‘0Z-61:8C
MAYNeN jwsndeq SuruIoouod 9AIS ISLIY)) PIP PUBIIIOD JBYA
Jwy Ainq ‘pedy

s,ouo uo pamnod 10 papjuLids 1ylo ‘Jo3eMm JOo sdoIp m3J ' p[no)d
"$:9 suBWOY 7 [: SueIsso[o)) (paredwos wsndeq stjeym o,

"€:9 suBWOY

JoInyeu [nyurs siy 03 suaddey jeym ‘pazndeq AJourmuag sI ouo udy A\
v-1-9

SUBWOY 6€-8€:8 SOV <11 ‘6:1 NIBIN ‘L1-€1:€ MOUYNeN (o[dwexd
pue 1dadaid Aq poq ‘[earqrg st wisndeq 1o3em Jo adA) jey A\
‘Burpuuds (Surnmod ‘uorsiowur :wsndeq augoq

0l

K4
1

:Suonsang) uossd|

ISLIYD) UT 91T Mau
B 0} PIJ021INSaI 9q 0} dARIS AIojem Oy Ul [eLINg—UOoISIowWWI Aq ST Jey) pue
‘qoIny)) 9y} Jo douruIpIO Uk dpew st wisndeq 191em suo Afuo ng . “Suumod,,
pue  Suippuuds,, Surpnpour peonoeld aie wsndeq Iojem JO SOPOW JUSIJI(]

¥ 93ed



Ten
Commandments

Exodus 20:16 Thou shalt no
bear false witness against thy
neighbour.

LS

8.

Church House b )
Collection ©

Advocating Christ The Savior 9




Aty O'Regyic

Bishop Alroy Charles O’Reggio, 94, of Etobicoke, Ontario, was born on May 8th, 1927, in Montego Bay,
Jamaica. The son of the late Alberic O’'Reggio and Dellon Gooden, Bishop transitioned peacefully at home on
January 26th, 2022. Bishop leaves a legacy of over 65 years devoted to ministering the gospel of Jesus Christ
in his beloved home country of Jamaica, the United States of America, and Canada.

In addition to his parents, Bishop A.C O’'Reggio is preceded in death by his beloved wife of 49 years, Gwendolyn L.
O’Reggio (2003).

Bishop will be remembered for his enthusiastic teaching of the word of God, his melodious voice, outgoing personality,
warm sense of humor, generosity, and his heartfelt love for the people of God.

Bishop A.C. O’'Reggio was an icon, a father, and a mentor in the Church of God 7th Day. He had been licensed with The
General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) since 1976. He has inspired and imparted knowledge to thousands of
spiritual sons and daughters. Over the years, Bishop has performed numerous baptisms, wedding ceremonies, dedication
services, burials, ordinations, etc. A servant leader, he was always willing to provide wise counsel, comfort, and support to
those in need.

Bishop A.C O’Reggio leaves behind six children; 19 grandchildren, 17 great-grandchildren, and 16 great-great-
grandchildren. “Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him” (Psalm 127:3 NLT). Bishop A.C O’'Reggio was
truly blessed. He ruled his house as a man of God, highly respected by his children and congregation. He will be forever loved
and always remembered.

Samuel Canson

Samuel W. Carson was born July 31, 1923 in St. Paul, Minnesota, the third child of eight children born to
the union of Rufus and May Alice Carson. In 1943, he was drafted into the United States Army Air Corps, but
due to reorganization ended up in the Headquarters, Engineer Aviation Unit Training Center of the Air Force as
an office worker. He received an honorable discharge from the military in 1946 after World War Il had ended.
Under the benefits of the G. I. Bill of Rights he attended the University of Minnesota and graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Education.

He was united in holy matrimony with Queenie A. Redcross on September 12, 1951. From this union four children were
born, Joanne, Samuel, Jonathan and Delinda. Their marriage lasted almost 65 years, until the decease of Queenie in June
2016. In the early 1960s, he was challenged by a message he heard on the radio from the late Herbert W. Armstrong on the
validity of the fourth commandment. After months of study and research, he began to keep the Sabbath holy in 1962. After
visiting various churches and meeting different brethren, a group of seven adults and six children came together and began
having services from house to house. Shiloh Church of God Seventh Day was officially incorporated in Washington, DC, in
November 1965 and Samuel pastored for 43 years before conveying this responsibility to his youngest son, Jonathan in May of
2008. Samuel has been a licensed minister of the General Council since 1966.

Samuel departed this life peacefully the evening of February 13, 2022, after a brief iliness. He is survived by his brother,
three children, seven grandchildren, and four great grandchildren, plus a host of nieces, nephews, and the saints. He was
preceded in death by his son and his wife. We praise The Almighty for a life well lived and productive in the Kingdom of God.

Wwwnern Sheldahl

Warner Soward Sheldahl passed away February 19, 2022 with his beloved wife at his side. Warner was
born June 29, 1943 in Boise, Idaho to Mark Sheldahl and Shirley Sheldahl Hinkley.

Warner entered the US Army in 1965. He served in Vietnam, Thailand, and 2 years in Germany. He retired
from the Army in 1999 with many awards. After his military service, his returned to his home in Meridian where
he installed security systems for 10 years before retiring for good.

He married Marilyn Ann Cushing (who he met on a blind date) on March 24, 1966 in Ustick, Idaho. They
had 2 sons just as silly as their Dad. They had 5 grandchildren.

Warner was an avid hunter, camper, and reader of Louis L'’Amour books. He loved working in the garden and keeping the
lawn pristine.

He had a sister, 2 brothers, and 2 half brothers and 4 half sisters. He was preceded in death by his parents and his 2
brothers.

Warner was a member of the Church of God, 7th Day. He served on the board and was always willing to help where he
could. He also served on the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day) Board of Directors.

Memorial gifts can be made to the General Council Church of God, (Seventh Day) or The Wounded Warriors.

10 March/April 2022 ACTS




Headquarters Happenings “These six things the

March/ Apri] 2022 LORD hates, Yes, seven
By Sophia Fleming are an abomination to
G.C. Administrator/General Manager Him: A proud look, A
Spring Greetings! lying tongue, Hands that

This week | updated our website so that we could have a list of our currently shed innocent blood, A
licensed and credentialed ministers available, because changes happen throughout
the year. As | began to review our current list, | realized that | needed to remove .
three names. Brother Alroy O’Reggio and Brother Samuel Carson have gone to sleep wicked p/ans, Feet that
in the Lord, and we celebrate the life these men have led and the examples they are SWIft in running to
have left for us.

heart that devises

evil, A false witness who

Andrew Koech’s name was also remove since his license was revoked in January due speaks lies, And one

to violations of the Code of Conduct. The revoking of a license is not something that .
the General Council takes lightly. It was only after much discussion, prayer, and who sows discord
research was done by the Ministerial Council that the recommendation was made to among brethren.”
the Board of Directors who then voted to revoke Andrew’s license. The prayer is still

A Proverbs 6:16-1
that repentance and reconciliation may yet occur. (Proverbs 6:16-19)

This year, in the ACTS magazine, we are focusing on some of the ten commandments that are not often discussed and
how they are still applicable in our daily lives. Last issue the topic was on coveting what we don’t have, this issue is the
baring of false witness or not lying, as it's more commonly quoted as. Regardless of whether you believe the Old
Testament statues were “nailed to the cross” or not, the seven things that are an abomination to the Lord and the ten
commandments can still be summed up by the words of Jesus, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” (Mathew 22:37-40)
Our focus on these issues is to help remind us of how we might not be loving our Lord or our neighbor by actions that
the rest of society might think is perfectly acceptable. Not reporting a little cash income on our taxes, spitefully taking
the parking spot of that “kid” in the sports car, rolling our eyes at something our parents said, hating the one who hurt
your loved one, or working the whole weekend just for the extra bit of cash are all acceptable in the sight of the world
around us. Are these things acceptable to our perfect Father in heaven? I'd like to challenge each of us to pick a media -
T.V., radio, or print, or scan your favorite social media page and imagine it read through the eyes of our Lord.

Every generation talks about how much worse things are now than they were in the times of the generation before
them, yet this is what was prophesied to happen. As | watched the news, | again realized just how important the work
of the church is today. We have work to do. Work not just for today, but also for tomorrow. Are we preparing the next
generation for what is yet to come? There is coming a time, probably sooner than we’d care to realize, but most
definitely prophesied to come, that we will not freely be able to download a Bible study from the website or go openly
on a mission trip, or even pray over our lunch at a restaurant. As the world around us questions the legitimacy of God’s
ways, can you defend your beliefs? If so, what are you doing to equip and love those around you? We need to each join
the Lord in His work here in the kingdom on Earth and find our place in the body. “Now you are the body of Christ, and
members individually. And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues” (1 Corinthians 12:27-28).

How amazing it is that we have a place in the church! It is a blessing not a burden because He died to give us that place.
Now that we have accepted His free gift, how can we not want to share that blessing with all of those around us? |
personally want to thank all of you for the support that you have given us here at the Council so that we can make
available the resources that we have. Please continue to pray for the work as we too will be praying for you as joint
members of the body! Together, through the grace of the Lord, may many others be blessed! sf

p.s. If you haven’t accepted the free gift that God, through His son, has offered each of us and would like to learn more,
please, contact us!
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LIAR! LIAR! LAKE OF FIRE! ., cyon e sanche:

Do you need a fire extinguisher? The schoolyard
refrain...”Liar! Liar! Pants on Fire!” makes me wonder
what percentage of flaming pantaloons we would see
in our average daily interactions. Why are lying,
stealing, and other kinds of dishonesty so common
even in Christian communities?

Many consider lying to be a minor sin compared with
murder or stealing. People who are Biblically illiterate
are often surprised it's even one of the
commandments. No one really gets hurt, lying is just
words...right?

The 9th Commandment, “You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor” (Exodus 20:16) implies
appearing in a court of law before a judge. For
practical purposes, the command is often taught as
“do not lie” which seems to apply more in our
everyday lives...a simple principle we can teach even
to young children. We find the short and sweet “do
not lie” elsewhere in scripture.

Lying is to recognize the truth, mentally fabricate
another reality, and attempt to sell that alternative
reality to someone else...with the conscious purpose
of deceiving. There are many ways to deceive, avoid
the truth and undermine it, which are more subtle
than bearing false witness in a court of law but have
equally damaging results.

A study by Robert S. Feldman, a psychologist at the
University of Massachusetts Amherst, found that 60
percent of adults lie at least once during a ten-minute
conversation. “It was a very surprising result,” says
Feldman. “We didn’t expect lying to be such a
common part of daily life.” Most people hate the idea
of being lied to yet people do it all the time. How
does all this dishonesty affect society as a whole? And
more important, how can we avoid getting caught up
in these lies?

You can lie without words: standing among a group
who is slandering another and allowing others to
think you agree is to participate in the slander itself.

You can lie with factual words: quoting another
person out of context or by manipulating words to
make yourself appear to be in agreement with them
when in fact you are not.

Exaggeration is to lie...hypocrisy is a lying way of
life...by saying one thing and doing another...to not
follow through on your promises.

Many lie to avoid pain and punishment, increase
status and feed their vanity. For some, getting things
they want but haven’t earned or don’t deserve
through falsehood, seems like an excellent list of
reasons why selective lying is okay.

However, when we read the list of things God hates,
it is easy to see how all of these wicked attributes
could be linked together in the same personality type.
Proverbs 6:16-19 says “There are six things that the
Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him:
haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet
that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who
breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among
brothers.” Lying is mentioned twice, three times if you
count “a false witness”.

“But that’s the mean Old Testament God,” you might
think. “What about our forgiving Jesus and His
Apostles?” Consider this interaction between Peter
and a couple of liars:

But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan

filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit

and to keep back for yourself part of

the proceeds of the land? While it

remained unsold, did it not remain your

own? And after it was sold, was it not

at your disposal? Why is it that you

have contrived this deed in your heart?

You have not lied to man but to God.’

When Ananias heard these words, he

fell down and breathed his last. And

great fear came upon all who heard of

it. (Acts 5:3-5)

By seeking the approval of their religious community,
Ananias and his wife told the apostles they had given
the full value of the land to the Church, yet held back
part of it for themselves. They tried to fool God’s
people and agreed “to test the Spirit of the
Lord” (Acts 5:9). Church members are the temple
where the Holy Spirit resides (Acts 1:8; 2:4; Ephesians
4:4-6). So in reality, the couple “have not lied to
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[people] but to God “ (Acts 5:4). Their offense was a
bold lie, an offense against God and Him alone (Psalm
51:4). They thought the approval of people was more
important than righteous fear of our Holy and just
God and it cost them their lives.

Positive human relationships are built on mutual
confidence. When someone finds out you have lied to
them...will they ever completely trust you again? The
effect lying and deception have on human
relationships is that no matter how many times you
tell the truth after getting caught lying, others will
question if what you are saying is true. This
relationship is now tainted with doubt. Even if you
only lie occasionally with a hundred truths for every
lie...no one knows which one is the deception.

The fundamental evil of deception is that it is the
opposite of the  truthful character  of
God...throughout the Bible, we are taught that God
does not lie, all His actions are faithful to His
promises. His word is truth and His truth endures
forever. God does not waver like mere mortals. His
truth is always true. It was true yesterday, it is today,
and will be tomorrow.

By contrast, Satan is a liar who began the practice of
deception and promotes lies. He lies every day trying
to deceive the whole world. Our suffering, trials, and
turmoil began with a lie.

You are of your father the devil, and
your will is to do your father’s desires.
He was a murderer from the beginning
and does not stand in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When
he lies, he speaks out of his own

character, for he is a liar and the father
of lies. (John 8:44)

Lying and deceit are destroyers like no other as they
break down our connection with reality. Lies destroy
our relationships with each other. In the beginning,
humanity’s relationship with God was damaged
because Adam and Eve were told, believed, and
followed a lie. Repentance and restoration are not
possible as long as a person is willing to listen to, tell
themselves, and believe a lie.

“Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put
off the old self with its practices and have put on the
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its creator “ Colossians 3:9-10

In the Kingdom of God, there is only room for God’s
truthful reality and not a false one no matter how
convenient it may seem. God takes the truth very
seriously. No one who promotes and spreads lies will
be there.

“But nothing unclean will ever enter it [God’s
Kingdom], nor anyone who does what is detestable or
false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life” (Revelation 21:27).

“But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable,
as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake
that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second
death.” Revelation 21:8

Liar! Liar! Pants on Fire?
™R

All scriptures in this article are taken from the ESV.

Midwest Family Camp

Dates: August 1 through 6, 2022

Location: Midwest Family Camp is held at Camp Sharon, 29622 Camp Sharon Road, Gravois Mills,
Missouri, located on the Lake of the Ozarks in south Missouri.

Theme: The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15)
Theme song: “The Lord’s Prayer” by Veritas

For more information: call Steve Boone at 660-591-2209, or at sjboone@cvalley.net

You are invited to attend Midwest Family Camp 2022, August 1 through 6 at Camp Sharon on the Lake of the
Ozarks near Gravois Mills, Missouri. This year’s camp theme is “The Lord’s Prayer.” To coincide with the
theme, we have chosen a Theme Song, “The Lord’s Prayer” by Veritas. For more information, call Steve
Boone at 660-591-2209, or by email at sjpoone@cvalley.net.

We serve a great and glorious Heavenly Father, whose ways and thoughts are above ours as the heavens
are above the earth as it says in Isaiah 55:8-9. And, yet he invites each of us, all 7 billion people in the human
race, to come to Him and to know Him. How great is our Heavenly Father! May His kingdom come!

Advocating Christ The Savior
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I n Hebrews chapter 6 verse one, we

find an interesting statement.
“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the
elementary principles of Christ, let us go
on to perfection” (Hebrews 6:1). The
elementary principles are the basic
teachings of the Bible: repentance, faith
baptism, the receiving of the Holy Spirit,
resurrection, and judgment. We are told
to go on from them, into perfection.
What does that mean? Go on to what,
exactly? We tend to think that the
Gospel is nothing more than the story of
Jesus Christ. It is true that the story of
Jesus is essential for our relationship

Going on to

with God, and we must understand it
and act upon it. But Jesus Christ didn’t come to earth to
preach about Himself. He came preaching the Gospel (the
Good News) of the Kingdom of God (see Mark 1:14-15) or
as Matthew writes, the Kingdom of Heaven (see Matthew
4:17). In either case, the goal of Christianity is not Christ.
The goal, the reason Christ came to earth, is to bring us
into the realm of the Father. Notice what Paul tells the
Corinthians: “Then comes the end, when He delivers the
kingdom to God the Father” (1 Corinthians 15:24).

The “elementary principles of Christ” are what we need to
be able to understand, and need to do in order to reach,
that goal. The fact that God grants us repentance and
forgiveness through the blood of Jesus Christ is good
news. But, it is not THE good news. It is the process that
lets us go on to perfection, the Kingdom of God. Focusing
exclusively on the messenger, Jesus Christ, hinders us
from going on to perfection. Christ Himself tells us to “be
perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matthew
5:48). Jesus tells us it is not enough to call on His name,
not enough to prophesy in His name, or cast out demons
in His name, or to do wonders in His name. Salvation does
not come merely because we believe in the messenger.
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of

By Pastor Wes Higgins

my Father in heaven. On that day many will say to me,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in
your name?’ Then | will declare to them, ‘I never knew
you, go away from me, you evildoers’” (Matthew 7:21-23
NRSV).

The messenger ascended to heaven and became our High
Priest. And through His death we are “reconciled to
God...much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life” (Romans 5:10). Hebrews 5:8 tells us
“though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered.” As we “go on to perfection”,
suffering through life’s issues, we will be learning.
Learning obedience as we apply the elementary principles
of Christ. Then comes the end — the Kingdom of God.

Then we will hear, “Well done, good and faithful
servant.... Enter into the joy of your lord” (Matthew
25:21).

™R
© Wes Higgins 2/28/2022

Lard’s Supper Sewvice

The 14th of Nisan (Abib) will begin
after sundown on April 15, 2022.
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Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is
faithful. And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more
as you see the Day approaching.
(Hebrews 10:23-25) Please pray for:

= The campmeeting committee

as they plan this event.

= For volunteers to help with children’s classes.
=  Our speakers as they prepare.

To learn more, contact: = Those who plan to or hope to attend.
General Council Churches of God,
e e 721 Annual, Campmeeting,
1827 W. 3rd Street,
Meridian, Idaho 83646 j@ﬂy Atk j@]ﬂy @{E[h]g 2022,
office@ACTSforGod.org General Council Annual Business Meeting will be held on July 6th.
208-888-3380 Check www.ACTSforGod.org for possible updates/changes
meeting Needs
Children’s Classes Adult Classes/Seminars
We need volunteers to help with Children’s Classes at Do you have a unique skill or topic that you would like to
Campmeeting. If you are willing to volunteer please contact share at Campmeeting during the adult classes? If so, please
the General Council. contact the General Council.
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