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the general welfare of the Churches of God, (Seventh Day), as a whole.
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to the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.
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Contact Us:

General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.,
Headquarters Meridian, Idaho

1827 W 3rd St

Meridian ID 83646-1653

Phone: (208) 888-3380
Web:  www.ACTSforGod.org
E-mail: officec@ACTSforGod.org

Headquarters Staff: Administrator —Sophia Fleming, Office
Assistant— Sheryl Henderson, Project Manager —Randy Sedlacek

Summary of Our Statement of Belief —We believe:
1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter.

2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life;
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom
and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3. The means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith
in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command
to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of the Lord Jesus for the
remission of sins.

4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies.

5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments,
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on
Saturday.

6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year
at the proper and appointed time.

7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death.

. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God

and the faith of Jesus.

Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day), is in a state of constant growth and we all have
different backgrounds, it is likely that your views may differ somewhat from those of the
authors. At any rate, these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21
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Ministerial Council Letter ...

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in this year of our Lord 2022! I hope this finds everyone in good
health and working hard for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

As we start another year, I’'m thinking about the impact of the fall of man in the Garden of Eden. We see
in Scripture that the earth was cursed because of Adam and Eve’s disobedience and rejection of God. The
words of the Serpent were shown to be lies. The Serpent promised, “Ye shall not surely die.” He was
believed and God was rejected. Since then, we have all lived under the curse of sin, which is death. Each
man and woman has suffered physical death. Putting God in the picture of the reality of death has huge
implications on our worldview.

We all must face that reality of death in our lives. Scripture says again and again that our lives are short.
Isaiah 40:6-8 speaks of this. There it describes that all flesh is as grass and its beauty like the flower of the
field. The grass withers and the flower fades when “the breath of the Lord blows upon it.”” Because of the
curse falling on mankind, our days are numbered. We can also look at 1 Peter 1:24-25; Job 14:1-2; Psalm
102:3, 11; 103:13-16 and James 1:10 to see the same message about the brevity of life. Whether we are age
20 or 90, the same condemnation is on each of us.

But that is not the end of the story. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 2:14, “Now thanks be unto God, which
always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every
place” (KJV). Since we have been born again of imperishable seed, through the living and abiding word of
God, we are being purified for that life eternal with the Father. Death is conquered. All praise to Him!

And so, today we are the witnesses to this current generation of this great truth. Yes. Life is short. We are
all under the condemnation of physical death. But there is a hope of spiritual life for those who choose the
way of salvation. And sadly, there is spiritual death for those who reject Him.

I like what Hebrews 2 says about this. It describes how it was fitting that our Heavenly Father, for whom
and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory should make the founder of their salvation
(Jesus) perfect through suffering. It was necessary that Jesus, God’s only son, should die to overcome that
sentence of death that is on each of us because of Adam. The sentence of death that is the curse of sin.
Hebrews 2:14 describes the impact of Jesus’s life. By living a life of flesh and blood, Jesus delivers us who
were in bondage because of the fear of death.

It also says there that through his death, Jesus destroys the power of the devil over death. How did the
devil have power over death? The devil was the first tempter to sin and that sin was the cause of death. The
devil draws all men into sin, which leads to death. This is how it can be said that the devil has the power of
death. But now Christ has destroyed him who had that power so that he can keep nobody under the power of
spiritual death. “Death” has been conquered by the resurrection of Christ. It is not now in the hands of Satan,
but in the hands of Christ.

For this cause, we today stand strong, as testimony to this generation against that power of Satan and for
the power of our Heavenly Father through His son, Jesus. Amen?

This past couple of months, the Ministerial Council board continues in service on the many projects that
we have taken on. The committee has progressed on the Ministerial Handbook and we expect to soon
complete that project. The committee of Les DeSouza, Terry Siddens, Wes Higgins, and Rodney Boone is
hard at work on putting together revisions to the Declarations Statements. We have also reviewed and edited
some tracts and reviewed quarterlies for upcoming quarters. Please keep the work of the Ministerial Council
in your prayers. May God bless each of us as we continue in His service and provide a testimony through our
lives of His amazing mercy and grace.

Steve Boone
Ministerial Council President
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Coveting—The Overlooked Commandment

By Dan Difranco

The last commandment of the 10 command-
ments is generally the one that is least discussed.
Some people feel the reason for its lack of dis-
cussion, is that it is the most commonly broken of
the commandments. Perhaps it is also not talked
about much due to the fact that it is not a sin that
is easily quantified. One could generally point out
when someone has stolen something, or killed a
person, but coveting is an action that takes place
in the mind.

The word covet is not a word used very often
in the modern English language, so what exactly
does it mean? The answer can be attained by
looking at the passages where the command-
ment was given:

Ex 20:17 “You shall not covet your neigh-
bor's house. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or any-
thing that belongs to your neighbor.”

Deut 5:21 “You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your
desire on your neighbor’s house or land,
his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.”

We can see that we are not to desire the things
of our neighbor. It is not wrong to desire a house,
but it is wrong to desire our neighbor’'s house.
We could even go a step further and say that
coveting is “wanting” something that God has
not given to us. God is aware of our needs and
our wants. He has made promises throughout
the Bible of the blessings that He gives to those
who follow Him. (Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28,
Matthew 6:25-33) So if we are constantly “want-
ing” things that we have not been given, perhaps
we are being impatient for future blessings or
unthankful for what we already have.

Let's take a look at two stories in the Bible
where we can see this law broken and the after-
math that ensues.

2 Samuel 11:1-16 'And it came to
pass after these things that Naboth the
Jezreelite had a vineyard which was in
Jezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king
of Samaria. So Ahab spoke to Naboth,
saying, “Give me your vineyard, that
I may have it for a vegetable garden,
because it is near, next to my house;
and for it | will give you a vineyard bet-
ter than it. Or, if it seems good to you,
I will give you its worth in money.” But
Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD forbid
that | should give the inheritance of my
fathers to you!” So Ahab went into his
house sullen and displeased because
of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite
had spoken to him; for he had said, “I
will not give you the inheritance of my
fathers.” And he lay down on his bed,
and turned away his face, and would eat
no food. But Jezebel his wife came to
him, and said to him, “Why is your spirit
so sullen that you eat no food?” He said
to her, “Because | spoke to Naboth the
Jezreelite, and said to him, ‘Give me your
vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases
you, | will give you another vineyard for
it.” And he answered, ‘I will not give you
my vineyard.” Then Jezebel his wife said
to him, “You now exercise authority over
Israel! Arise, eat food, and let your heart
be cheerful; | will give you the vineyard
of Naboth the Jezreelite.” And she wrote
letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them with
his seal, and sent the letters to the elders
and the nobles who were dwelling in the
city with Naboth. She wrote in the letters,
saying, Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth
with high honor among the people; and
seat two men, scoundrels, before him to
bear witness against him, saying, “You
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daughters wore such apparel. And his
servant put her out and bolted the door
behind her.”

Look at the results of Amnon’s coveting and
the progressing sin and devastation that follow:
First Amnon desires to sleep with an unmarried
woman, she is also his half-sister, he deceitfully
conspires with his cousin to arrange an oppor-
tunity, he lies to his father to get them alone, he
rapes her, she loses her virginity to her brother,
he then became hateful towards her, and finally
at the end of the chapter he is killed by Absolam
because of the incident. Wow! All because of
coveting.

There are many more stories in the Bible that
illustrate this point, but let's personalize the les-
son. Can we trace back mistakes in our life to the
root cause of the sin? Was it not the coveting that
got us in trouble? Look at the following passage
and see how it describes the progression of sin:

James 1:13-15 “Let no man say when
he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man: But every man is
tempted, when he is drawn away of his
own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.” (KJV)

These verses show that sin begins when
someone follows after something they are lusting
after. The word lust can easily be interchanged
with the word covet. (Romans 7:7) So, one could
conclude that coveting is the beginning step of
the sin process. Think about that for a moment.
Would someone steal if they had not coveted
the item first? Would they commit adultery if they
hadn't first wanted another's spouse? Even the
command against idols is linked to covetous-
ness. (Colossians 3:5)

Coveting also seems to have been the downfall
of Satan. Isaiah 14:12-14:

“‘How you are fallen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning! How you
are cut down to the ground, You who

weakened the nations! For you have said
in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven,
| will exalt my throne above the stars of
God; | will also sit on the mount of the
congregation On the farthest sides of the
north; | will ascend above the heights of
the clouds, | will be like the Most High.’

Satan coveted position and authority that was
not his to receive. It also seems to have started
the sin process that contributed to his destructive
nature.

Since coveting is such a dangerous sin to fall
victim to, here are a few steps to take to avoid it
in the future:

As with any sin, we need to repent and ask God
for His forgiveness and healing power. Come
to a deeper understanding that the things of this
world will never truly satisfy. (Ecclesiastes 1:8)
Learn to be thankful and grateful for what you
have. It is probably the greatest antidote for cov-
eting.

I Timothy 6:6-8 “Now godliness with content-
ment is great gain. For we brought nothing into
this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing
out. And having food and clothing, with these we
shall be content.”

Philippians 4:10-13 “But | rejoiced in the Lord
greatly that now at last your care for me has flour-
ished again; though you surely did care, but you
lacked opportunity. Not that | speak in regard to
need, for | have learned in whatever state | am, to
be content: | know how to be abased, and | know
how to abound. Everywhere and in all things |
have learned both to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to suffer need. | can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.”

God created the universe and all that is in it.
Everything really is His. Take time everyday to

give thanks to Him for what you have, not just
wanting the things that you don't.

Originally published
in June 2009
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Overcoming Covetousness

Scripture Text: Luke 12:13-32

Covetousness is defined as an excessive desire to
obtain or possess. The 10th commandment forbids
us to covet our neighbor’s possessions, but we can
covet any number of things: abilities, status, relation-
ships, physical attributes...This type of covetousness
is obvious in its by-product of envy, strife, and every
evil work. We all have heard of “keeping up with the
Joneses.” However, there is a more subtle form of
covetousness evidenced by ingratitude and a gnaw-
ing discontent with what we have regardless of the
Joneses.

submitted by Jonathan Carson

sorrowful, clinging to his money and possessions.
The rich man in Jesus’ parable died before he could
begin to use what was stored in his big barns (Luke
12:16-21). Planning for retirement—preparing for
life before death—is wise, but neglecting life after
death is disastrous.

As faithful stewards, we are to make wise invest-
ments of our time, talents, and possessions so that
they can be used for our Lord and His church. We
must learn to be liberal in our giving. It is in this very
area that satan can slip in so slyly and convince us to
use our resources to feed our covetousness. First, he

Our relationship with
God is far more im-
portant than material
goods, but often the
priority we put on
obtaining material
possessions  exceeds
that of developing our
relationship with the
Lord. Jesus warned us

And he said unto them, take heed, and

beware of covetousness: for a man’s life

consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth.

gets us to spend,
spend, spend and get
into debt, debt, debt
so that we work,
work, work and are so
tired that we have so
little time to offer in
devotion to God.
Satan may even get
us to cut back on our

Luke 12:1 (KJV)

in Luke 12:15 that we should take heed and beware
of covetousness. Why? Because a man'’s life does not
consist in the abundance of things which he possess-
es. This is the exact opposite of the messages in our
society. Advertisers spend millions of dollars to en-
tice us to think that if we buy more and more of their
products, we will be happier, more fulfilled, more
comfortable. How do you respond to the constant
pressure? We must put God first. Matthew 6:33 tells
us, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you” (KJV). Seek first the truly good life—living
in a relationship with God and doing His work.

The Scripture clearly lets us know that we cannot
serve God and mammon. We can so easily slip into
covetousness and become like the rich young ruler in
Matthew 19:16-26. With all his attractive qualities,
his possessions controlled him and were his idol. He
was a slave to greed and turned away from Jesus

offerings so that we
reserve more funds to increase our worldly goods.
Then he tricks us into decreasing our tithing until
money eventually becomes our master instead of
our servant.

Jesus was faced with the same temptation in
Matthew 4 and He resisted that temptation by being
obedient to the Word by choosing to worship the
Lord God and Him only. Paul exhorts us that our
conversation should be without covetousness and
that we should be content with such things as we
have (Hebrews 13:5). It is a matter of perspective
and priority. One step to overcoming covetousness is
to learn to be content. Another is to learn to give
liberally. But the major tool in overcoming covetous-
ness is to make seeking God our first priority. The
root of covetousness will quickly wither and die
when we actively use these tools.

™R
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CORNER!

By Carrie Childs

Sadie and Jack liked the fun of coasting down the
steep hill that was in their daddy’s pasture. The
snow was just right, and they had a new sled
and they were ready for fun.

Their daddy could not afford to get two sleds and

he thought that one sled would help them to

learn to divide and not be selfish. They could

both ride down the hill at the same time or they

gould take turns, whichever way they wanted to
0.

Sadie had been down the hill once and when she
got back to the top Jack said, “Now it's my turn.
¥Vasn’t it lots of fun to go sailing down there so
ast?”

“It was lots of fun, and I was a little scared when
I got close to the fence at the bottom of the hill,”
Sadie said. “Let me go once more before you
do,” she said for she was not wanting to share
the fun with her brother.

“If you don't want to let me have the sled so I
can go by myself, let me go down with you.
There is plenty of room for both of us,” Jack
begged.

“"No, I don't want you on the sled with me,
Sadie said.

But Jack had seated himself on the sled behind
her and was ready for a grand ride. Even Togo,
their little dog, was jumping around for he liked
to run after the sled.

But Sadie was selfish and as the sled began to
move, she gave Jack a push and off the sled he
went. He landed on his back in the snow and
hurt himself a little, but the worst of all, he was
unhappy.

When the children went to the house Jack told
his mother what had happened.

“Why, Sadie, what made my little girl act that
way? I thought that you were going to divide or
share the sled with Jackie. If we have something
good we are not to keep it all to ourselves but
are to share it with others so they can be made
happy, too.”

"I dont see why I have to divide when I'm
having a good time,” Sadie grumbled.

n

“Don’t you want other children to have a good
time, too?” her mother asked. “When you are
selfish and keep others unhappy by keeping
everything for yourself you do not feel happy in
your heart. Selfishness will cause one to become
angry at others, and when we are angry, we will
say things that shouldnt be said. Angry words
make lots of trouble and when we have trouble
with those whom we should love we're not doing
what God would have us to do.”

"I didn't suppose that just keeping the sled for
me to ride on by myself would mean all of that,”
Sadie said. “I didn't think about God caring what
I did when I was playing.”

“God does care what we do when we are at work
or at play. He wants us to be happy. He wants us
to be kind to others and to help them to be
happy. There is never a time when God doesn’t
see and know what we are doing,” her mother
explained to her.

Daddy had been listening to what they had been
saying, but he hadn't said anything until now. He
said, “In the time of the apostles, or disciples of
Christ, they shared what they had. They even put
all their money together so that whenever
anyone needed money it was there to be used. If
they had been selfish and each one kept what he
had some might not have had enough for his
needs. That would have been bad.”

“When we are selfish, many times we not only
want to keep all we have, but we want what
other folks have and that is coveting. When we
covet, or want something that does not belong to
us, we may be led to take it, and that is stealing.
The Ten Commandments say, ‘Thou shalt not
covet ... " So let us try not to be selfish because it
will lead us into sin and trouble.”

Mother could see that Sadie was sorry that she
had acted the way she did and decided that she
had said enough.

“I will try not to be mean again. Come on, Jack,
Let's go coast some more, and I'll let you have
the sled first and you can go down four times by
yourself and then we will ride it together, and I
won't push you off anymore,” Sadie offered.

®
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Lesson Questions: Page 8

1. Jesus Christ is the only way we can have true peace (Colossians
1:20). How might we forget His provision and participate in strife
and division? Proverbs 10:12; 13:10; 26:21; 29:22; James 3:16.

2. In what ways should Christians pursue peace? Romans 12:18;
14:19; Ecclesiastes 10:4; Matthew 5:25-26; Colossians 3:15;
Ephesians 4:3. What blessings follow those who seek peace? James
3:16-18; Psalm 29:11; 119:165; Proverbs 12:20.

3. Why is it futile for men to seek personal and social peace apart
from salvation and complete trust in Christ? Romans 8:6; 5:1;
Ephesians 2:1-3; 4:17-19; Proverbs 14:34.

4. What promises have been given to us as the children of God?
Romans 8:17; 1 Peter 4:12-13; 2 Peter 1:3- 10; Psalm 34:18-19;
John 12:46; 14:12; Mark 11:24; Isaiah 41:17; Hebrews 2:18;
Revelation 3:21.

5. Discuss the significance of promises in the Beatitudes beginning
with the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5:3) and ending with the
Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5:10). Aren’t each of the eight
blessings a different facet of the same thing—eternal life?

6. What should our response be to persecution and what are the
blessings of persecution? Matthew 5:12; Acts 5:41; James 1:2-4;
2 Corinthians 4:11, 17; Matthew 10:22; Romans 8:17. What
consolation is there in knowing the prophets of the Old Testament
were also persecuted?

7. Matthew 5:11 tells us that persecution for His sake results in
Kingdom rewards. How can we feel persecuted but not be
persecuted for His sake at all? 1 Peter 4:12-16; 2:19-20.

8. We are called to bless those that persecute us. From the following
verses, how can we do this in a practical way? Ephesians 4:29;
Romans 12:17-21; Exodus 23:4; Proverbs 24:17; 20:22; Matthew
5:39-44.

Life Application:

As the children of God, we are to be at peace with our brothers at all times.
This week, prayerfully determine if you have something against a brother or
sister. If you do, ask for forgiveness and wisdom from God, and go to your
brother to seek reconciliation. This is a necessity if we’re truly peacemakers.

Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the

Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

Excerpts from Sermon on the Mount Volume 1 Adult Study Guide

Lesson 2: Humility & Mourning

“For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been,
saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of
a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. "—Isaiah 66:2

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:3-12
Introduction:

The Beatitudes are like climbing a spiritual staircase. We begin with
humility, recognizing our need for salvation; move to sorrow for our sin;
mature to gentleness in the Spirit; crave the Word and Spirit of God more
and more; grow in mercy toward those around us; become increasingly
pure through our commitment to Him; walk in peace personally and with
those around us; and end with sacrificial suffering for the Kingdom of God.
The blessings referred to in the Beatitudes begin at the moment someone
accepts Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Still, they don’t end there. What
God has in store for us is beyond our comprehension, and the blessings we
enter into now are a glimpse of what’s ahead.

The Beatitudes begin by addressing the problem of pride. The prideful
person who believes he needs nothing cannot see that he, in fact, needs
everything. This is exactly why Jesus begins with the subject of pride. How
can someone receive salvation for sin, accept forgiveness through Christ’s
blood, and receive the blessings of God, if he doesn’t know he needs
anything. Pride is the first wall of sin which must be broken down. If a man
or woman won’t yield to Christ, then there will be no salvation. That this
passage refers to our complete helplessness apart from Christ is clear.
When we become “poor in spirit” through Christ, our reward is the
Kingdom of God—or eternal life (Matthew 5:3).

After making a statement about pride, Jesus moves on to mourning. Not
only must we allow Christ to shatter our pride, we must mourn over our
past sin and sinful state. To not recognize the miserable state we were in
before salvation is to miss the full extent of Christ’s salvation. And what is
the reward for those who mourn? God’s Spirit comforts us, bearing witness
that we have been forgiven.
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Lesson Questions: Page 6

1. What is mercy in light of the following scriptures? Psalm 103:8-17;
Genesis 18:23-33; Nehemiah 9:17; Ephesians 2:4-5.

2. What can we learn about mercy from the parable of the unmerciful
servant in Matthew 18:22-35? Also consider Matthew 25:31-46.
Must we exercise mercy to receive mercy? Why does true mercy
seem to be elusive for many Christians?

Note: Mercy in Matthew 5:7 doesn’t refer to specific acts of
mercy, but to the person who has become merciful through
the transforming power of God’s Spirit and Word. Those
who do acts of mercy aren’t necessarily merciful.
3. God promises mercy to His children (Psalm 41:13; Isaiah 58:10-11;
Matthew 5:7), but is this promise dependent on anything? 2 Samuel
22:24-26; Jeremiah 3:12-14.

4. Examine God’s mercy and discuss how it relates to our need for
mercy in everyday life? Micah 7:18-20; Lamentations 3:22-23; Joel
2:13; Titus 3:5. Consider the example of Jesus’ mercy, when He
cried out from the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do” (Luke 23:34).

5. Why must we be pure to see God? Hebrews 12:14; Leviticus
11:45; Luke 16:15. Is true purity a work of God or a work of man
or both? Proverbs 20:9; John 17:17; Ephesians 5:26-27; 1 Peter
1:22; Psalm 119:9.

6. Is the promise to see God both a present and future one? Job 42:15;
John 16:14-15; 1John 3:2; 1Corinthians 13:12; Revelation 22:2-5.

Life Application:

This week, examine your choices of entertainment—TV, books,
movies, magazines—and determine if they are cultivating purity in
your Christian walk. If not, make a commitment to stop practicing it,
and ask a friend or family member to hold you accountable.

Also, memorize and meditate on Micah 7:18-20. Let God speak to you
by His Spirit and reveal His mercy to you in a new way.

Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the

Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

Excerpts from Sermon on the Mount Volume 1 Adult Study Guide

Lesson 3: Meekness & Hunger

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” —Matthew 11:29

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 55
Introduction:

Meekness comes from the Greek word prautes and carries an interesting
meaning. As Spiros Zodhiates states, “Prautes is a condition of mind
and heart which demonstrates gentleness not in weakness but power. It
is a virtue born in strength of character.” In our culture, meekness is
associated with weakness. However, in God’s economy, meekness is
strength.

Jesus Christ was referred to as meek, and He certainly isn’t weak.
Moses was referred to as the meekest man to ever live, yet he was one
of the greatest human leaders the world has seen.

Meekness doesn’t so much have to do with exercising human strength,
but rather having God exercise His strength through us. When we’re
walking in the Spirit, then the gentleness of Christ should be seen in all
we do. Why are the meek blessed? They have come to a place in their
Christian maturity that manipulation, force, and human authority can’t
compare to the authority of gentleness in the Spirit.

After meekness, Christ speaks to those who hunger and thirst. Notice
that Christ doesn’t say “hunger” or “thirst” exclusively—He mentions
them both (Matthew 5:6). Why? Our hunger is symbolic of wanting
more of God’s Word and our thirsting is symbolic of wanting more of
God’s Spirit. If we don’t hunger and thirst, then the righteousness we’re
craving will be incomplete. Either it will be a righteousness of legalism
or a righteousness of experience. Not only do we need to be washed by
the Word, we need to be filled with the Spirit. Together, the Word and
Spirit form a perfect diet.

For the hungry and thirsty, God has promised filling. When we crave the
righteousness of God, He won’t leave us empty—we will receive
greater measures of His Word and Spirit. God is the source of complete
satisfaction, and the fulfillment we find in Him will ultimately be
realized when we put on His righteousness once and for all in the
resurrection.

Page 3
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Draw Sadie and Jack sharing the sled.
Then draw some snowy hills for them to sled on.

Advocating Christ The Savior 9



Covetousness

Covetousness: to covet or earnestly desire
something that does NOT belong to you; an
inordinate desire for that which belongs to another

It is written in Exodus 20:17, “Thou shalt NOT covet
thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy
neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing
that is thy neighbour’s” (KJV emphasis added).

The very first instance of covetousness was when
Satan coveted to have the power and authority of
All Mighty GOD (YHWH); and in his covetousness, he
was able to persuade one-third of the angels to
follow him, in his overwhelming desire to be in the
place that belonged to GOD (YHWH).

The covetousness of Satan resulted in him and the
angels that followed him being cast out of Heaven,
the Kingdom of GOD (YHWH).

The first sin by mankind after creation was

covetousness.

GOD (YHWH) told Adam and Eve that they could eat
freely of the fruit of ALL of the trees in the Garden
of Eden; except for the tree that was in the midst of
the Garden; the Tree of Knowledge of Good and
Evil.

There came a day when Eve was told by the Serpent
(Satan) that eating of the fruit from the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil would give her wisdom
liken to GOD (YHWH).

Eve lusted (coveted) to have what only the LORD
possessed; thus, she ate of the fruit from the Tree
of Knowledge of Good and Evil; and that action of
eating of the forbidden fruit was the first physical
sin.

King Solomon in Proverbs 28:16 wrote, “The prince
[which can be any soul/person] that wanteth
[lacketh] understanding is also a great oppressor:
but he that HATETH covetousness shall prolong his
days” (KJV emphasis added). Think about this
phrase, “he that HATETH covetousness” like this
“the fear of the LORD is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13

by Derwood Steward

KJV); and then, the fear of the LORD is the beginning
of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7). When we come to the
place where we actually hate evil (sin); we are
coming into the place of wisdom.

There are many instances of covetousness in
Scripture. For instance, in Isaiah 57, starting with
verse 3; the prophet Isaiah talks about how the
Children of GOD (YHWH) sinned; and it was due to
the iniquity of their covetousness, as explained in
verse 17.

The prophet Jeremiah tells of another instance
where the covetousness of the Children of Israel
caused them to sin: “from the least of them even
unto the greatest of them every one is given to
covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the
priest every one dealeth falsely” (lJeremiah 6:13
KJV).

Many souls (people) today, that call themselves
Christians, are like the Children of Israel in the days
of Ezekiel; where it is written in Ezekiel 33:31, “and
they [the Children of the LORD] come unto thee as
the people cometh, and they sit before thee as MY
people [saints], and they hear thy words, but they
will NOT do them: for with their mouth they shew
much love, but their heart goeth after their
covetousness” (KJV emphasis added).

Many folks today covet money; so, they work on the
Sabbath. Don’t they know that our Heavenly
FATHER (YHWH) is the SAME; yesterday, today, and
tomorrow? Don’t they remember that the LORD
told Moses to stone to death, a man that was
caught picking up sticks on the Seventh Day of the
week?

Don’t they remember how some of the souls
(people) coveted to have food to eat another day;
and how the bread that they kept over to the next
day became wormy and stank?

Our Heavenly FATHER (YHWH) says what HE means,
HE means what HE says and HE does NOT change;
therefore, we as sons of Jacob (Children of the
LORD) are NOT destroyed.

10
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In Ephesians 5:3, the Apostle Paul tells us, “but covetousness; and be content with such things as ye
fornication, and ALL uncleanness, or covetousness, let have: for HE hath said, | will never leave thee, nor
it NOT be once named among you, as becometh forsake thee” (KJV emphasis added). So that we may
Saints” (KJV emphasis added). boldly say, “The LORD is my helper, and | will NOT fear
what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:6 KJV

It’s time to step up and to stop thinking of yourselves )
emphasis added).

as mere Christians; grow in faith; change from glory
to glory; and enter the realm of the Saints of the Remember, covetousness can cause a soul (person)
Most High GOD (YHWH). to yield to sin. So, to them that hath an ear to hear,
let them hear what the Word of the LORD is saying to

In closing, let’s take a look at Hebrews 13:5-6 where it i
the Saints. ®R

says, “let your conversation be WITHOUT
0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0 000 0000

Headquarters Happenings By Sophia Fleming
J anuary/ Febru ary 2022 G.C. Administrator/General Manager

You’re not alone!

Sometimes we need a reminder! Sometimes we feel that we are the only one who believes the way we believe. The
enemy wants us to feel alone and isolated, but because of the continued prayers of the members of this organization
and the grace of our Heavenly Father, the website we are supporting is reaching all over the world and touching those
who may feel the same way. Today, | did a little research and found that this last weekend alone 9 different countries
visited the www.ACTSforGod.org website and many downloaded Bible studies. In the last 30 days, 21 different Bible
studies have been downloaded from the Digital Studies page from all over the world: China, Singapore, South Africa,
Jamaica, and many others. The number of returning visitors to the website went from 900 in 2020 to over 1,800 in
2021. Many of those returning visitors came back to study the Bible studies on the site, but many also came back to get
connected, through the events page or looking for a local church in their area. Some came to listen to speakers from
past Campmeetings! For whatever reason they visit, they are just like you and me, seeking the Lord’s guidance, seeking
fellowship with like-minded believers, and seeking ways to share God’s word with others. Praise the Lord for this
encouragement; for His goodness and mercy to help this website be a success. Please continue to pray for wisdom for
its content and for those that are visiting the site, especially from persecuted countries like China, that they may be
blessed by the Lord as they seek Him.

Continue to pray for the various projects going on here and abroad. The Ministerial Council has been working on many
projects, as mentioned by Brother Boone in the Ministerial Letter on page 3. The Bucket Ministry is continuing to
diligently work in Kibera with a goal of distributing 10,000 filters this spring. The brethren in Kenya continue to pray for
funding for their projects. These are just a few of the projects and I’'m sure there are more that we aren’t even aware
of. Pray also for the protection of the saints as they move out in faith to join the Lord in His harvest. Persecution is on
the rise against all things Biblical, as should be expected as the time of our Lord draws near, but enduring that
persecution is difficult and we ask for the Lord’s grace and mercy as we each face our own form of that persecution.

We are excited about the plans coming together for this year’s campmeeting! This year the event will start out with a
bang as the first day of camp will be the 4™ of July! Be sure to mark your calendar and start planning to join us, if not in
person, please do join us in prayer that the Spirit’s work will be complete in every aspect of the planning and in all that
attend.

Your pictures, articles, poems, and testimonies are still welcome and appreciated! | was very blessed by Sister Grace’s
sharing of her testimony of the work done at the Shema Academy last fall. It is wonderful to see the work of the Lord
through the eyes of many.

May 2022 be a blessing to you all! sf
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Davghters of the Hing

Greetings and blessings from our Lord and Savior, Here is an letter from the Kenya Daughters of the King President
Grace Yegon regarding the recent mission trip to Kenya mentioned in the November/December issue of the ACTS.
Love and prayers, Linda—Daughters of the King President, USA

I thank God for opening a door for me to meet and work with brethren from General Council Churches of God (GCCG)
USA. Through them, I have been able to fulfill my greatest desire of supporting others by imparting skills that could help
them change their own lives as well as those around them. I am particularly excited to have been part of the team that
visited the Shema Project in Migori County. The initiative from GCCG USA enabled me to reach out to 9 unskilled
women and in a duration of one week, we were able to equip them with tailoring skills. We believe this has given hope
to them and enhanced their security in the society. We were very grateful to the head of the institution, Mr. Maina, and
his wife Ruth for welcoming us wholeheartedly and facilitating the sessions. It was unfortunate that one of the trainers,
Linda of the USA, was unable to join us for the training. Nonetheless, God enabled me to carry out the training alone, I
give Him all the glory. To me, this has been the hand of God and a lesson that each and every one of us can make a
difference in the lives of others, if we empower others with lifelong skills and as the saying goes; “rather than give
people fish, help them know how to fish for themselves.”

Mr. Maina has expressed his sincere gratitude to GCCG and in particular DOK for the noble initiative saying it greatly
enhanced the school image. The 3 sewing machines will not only help in training but will also help to make and mend
the school uniforms. The trainees, through their representative Ruth, have stated they are also very grateful to Linda and
her team for “thinking about Shema family and sacrificing time to invest generous love in the institution. She expresses a
lot of confidence in her newly acquired skills; she’s keen to use them for the betterment of the orphanage and the society
at large.

We were very grateful for the warm welcome we received from
Maina and Ruth when we paid them a visit to their home,
following their invitation, for lunch. You are truly a blessed couple
and may God continue showering His abundant blessings upon the
entire family.

In the short duration God enabled me to train the following
students;

Fenik Moraa
Lydia Nyaboke

. Hellen Nyaboke

. Vera Kerubo

. Lilian Kerubo

. Esther Robi

. Vanish Barongo

. Ruth Muhere

. Christine Ikereke
At the end of the
session, they had
obtained a reasonable
amount of skills in
tailoring and were
advised to take this as
a business to the glory
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of God. I believe this is just the beginning and my vision is to see more and more women and men equipped with this
kind of skill so that they are able to support themselves and their families with the tailoring business.

It is my earnest appeal that GCCG will support the institution by hiring a full-time trainer. [ will liaise with Mr. Maina
on the things we can do in the interim. I will undertake to make occasional visits to assess the progress and offer any
form of support within my reach, distances notwithstanding.

I am very grateful to GCCG, for supporting the
orphanage with school uniforms, in the process
I was also privileged to be the supplier. In all
this, I see God’s miraculous blessings upon my
life and I give Him all the glory. I must also
acknowledge the boost that this has given my
business (Sotik Uniform Centre) through
profits and public image.

It was my humble pleasure hosting the team
members in my house at the end of the visit.
Thanks for taking time off your busy schedule
for the wvisit. I look forward to hosting you
again in the future.

In conclusion, I would like to encourage the
team through a scripture in the book of Luke
6:38 “Give, and it shall be given unto you,
good measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men give into
your bosom. For with the same measure that ye
mete withal it shall be measured to you
again” (KJV). Thank you General Council for leading by example.

Children’s Classes Adult Classes/Seminars

We need volunteers to help with Children’s Classes at
Campmeeting. If you are willing to volunteer please contact
the General Council.

Do you have a unique skill or topic that you would like to share
at Campmeeting during the adult classes? If so, please contact
the General Council.

Land’s Supper Sexvice

The 14th of Nisan (Abib) will begin
after sundown on April 15, 2022.
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Christian Youth

Hello, Youth Board here!

Despite adversities in 2020, we had a great year in 2021 and we would like to share a bit of it
with you!

While learning to trust God and not be afraid, we also learned to see the need in our
community for service. Luke 16:10 tells us, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be
trusted with much” (NIV). We learned to take initiative and do even the little things that don’t seem
that important. Things like doing dishes, taking out the trash, or chopping vegetables, though they
don’t appear a great deed, are all to God’s glory.

We also spent quality time in fellowship with other believers, which after all the craziness of
2020 and 2021, was definitely a welcome change! Whether it was painting a chalkboard onto the
Candy Shack we use each year or spending time at a local place called “Nerfed”, we enjoyed our
ability to meet and grow friendships with other young adults from across the country!

To all the people who helped this past year to keep the camp running, from cabin counselors to
cooks, from speakers & teachers to the drivers, we’d like to thank you! It takes a lot of people to put
camp on for the youth, and we would be lost without our community.

This year we are inviting you to be a part of this ministry! There is a job for anyone and
everyone wanting to be involved. Whether it is with time spent at one of our events, spending time in
prayer for others volunteering, or serving through financial offerings that support the events, we
appreciate your help!

We work hard to ensure our events are available to the youth and finances are not a barrier
stopping a young adult from attending our events. Our goal is to grow closer together, holding each
other up, in forming a closer relationship to God.

We ask for your continued prayers for us throughout the coming year, that we, the board, will
make decisions according to God’s will for Campmeeting and Youth Camp, as well as for the youth
who will be attending our events, that they would grow closer to God through it. We want God to
change the hearts of our youth and the communities we’re working to impact.

This next year is going to be a year of spiritual refreshing, making connections, and making a
difference! We’d love to see you at Youth Camp & Campmeeting this year! Already, the youth board
has been hard at work planning our activities for the upcoming year. Northwest youth camp will be
held July 1st-3rd at Camp YWAM and the theme will be the Body of Christ. For more information,
see the contact information below.

Email: cog7thdayyouth@gmail.com
Facebook: @northwestyouthgroup
Instagram: @cog7youthgroup

Your help is greatly appreciated,
Meridian Youth Board
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Obituary
Lettie Mae Siddens

Lettie Mae Siddens was born December 14, 1926. She passed away Monday, December
20", 6 days past her 95™ birthday.

Lettie spent her young years living on Mutton Ridge Ranch, one mile west of Jackson
Corner, north of Milan, Missouri. She attended school at Jackson Corner School and
went to the Church of God Seventh Day in Milan.

She attended Northwest Missouri State Teachers College in Maryville, Missouri, where she took an archery class
along with teaching classes. The family still has her bow from the class. She taught school at Island City, Missouri.

Then on July 14, 1946, she married Keith to become a farm wife living in “Honeymoon Cottage” (a converted
garage) north of Albany. They soon left the farm to go into Christian ministry. They went to Lincoln, Nebraska,
then Maryville, Albany, Goldsberry, Sheldon, Higginsville, and Maryville, Missouri again.

She earned a Bachelor of Science in Education (1967) and a Master of Science at NWMSU in 1975.

Her writing career began in her youth for the church’s national Sabbath School Missionary paper. Over the years
she wrote for several different children’s papers as well as other publications such as Reminisce Magazine, Grit,
and the ACTS. She wrote and published numerous books, including, ‘He Stood in the Gap’, ‘Mug Musings’, and
‘Sabbath at Sommerhase ‘.

She began her career as a mother in August 1948 when her son Bill was born, followed by Carolyn who was born
in March 1950, and Terry born in September 1951. Bill is married to Sharon (Cushing), Carolyn to Tim Johnston,
and Terry to Beth (Stucker).

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Start Over
By Dr. Woodrow Kroll

When you’ve trusted Jesus and walked His way
When you've felt His hand lead you day by day
But your steps now take you another way,
START OVER

When you’ve made your plans and they've gone awry

When you've tried your best and there’s no more try

When you've failed yourself and you don’t know why,
START OVER

When you've told your friends what you plan to do
When you've trusted them and they didn’t come through
And now you’'re all alone and it’s up to you,
START OVER

When you've failed your kids and they’re grown and gone
When you’ve done your best but it’s turned out wrong
And now your grandchildren have come along
START OVER

When you've prayed to God so you’ll know His will
When you've prayed and prayed and you don’t know still
When you want to stop cause you’ve had your fill,
START OVER

When you think you're finished and want to guilt
When you've bottomed out in life’s deepest pit
When you've tried and tried to get out of it,
START OVER

When the year has been long and successes few
When December comes and you‘re feeling blue
God gives a January just for you,

START OVER

Starting over means “Victories Won"”
Starting over means “A Race Well Run”
Starting over means “the Lord’s Will Done”
START OVER

Non-Profit Organization
PAID
Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

E-mail: Office@ ACTSforGod.org

Brethren, I do not count
myself to have appre-
hended; but one thing I
do, forgetting those
things which are behind
and reaching forward to
those things which are
ahead, I press toward the
goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.

~ Philippians 3:13-14

Contributed by Marilyn Sheldahl
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