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Our purpose: The ACTS is published by the Church of God Publishing
House to advance the Gospel message around the world and to promote
the general welfare of the Churches of God, (Seventh Day), as a whole.

Subscriptions: There is no subscription price for this magazine. It is
paid for by freewill offerings. We are a non-profit ministry and welcome
your financial participation. Donations are greatly appreciated. The
suggested donation is $4.75 or $28.50 annually. Checks may be made out
to the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.

Articles: ACTS accepts manuscripts from freelance writers. Write to us
for writer’s guidelines and a free sample copy of the magazine.

Contact Us:

General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.,
Headquarters Meridian, Idaho

1827 W 3rd St

Meridian ID 83646-1653

Phone: (208) 888-3380
Web:  www.ACTSforGod.org
E-mail: office@ACTSforGod.org

Headquarters Staff: Administrator— Sophia Fleming, Office
Assistant— Sheryl Henderson, Project Manager — Randy Sedlacek

Summary of Our Statement of Belief —We believe:
1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter.

2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life;
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom
and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3. The means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith
in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command
to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of the Lord Jesus for the
remission of sins.

4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies.

5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments,
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on
Saturday.

6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year
at the proper and appointed time.

7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death.

8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.

Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day), is in a state of constant growth and we all have
different backgrounds, it is likely that your views may differ somewhat from those of the
authors. At any rate, these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21

September/October 2021 ACTS



http://www.actsforgod.org/
mailto:adminasst@cogpublishing.org

Ministerial Council Letter .o

It was my privilege to attend two church camps this year and to participate in the fellowship with
brothers and sisters. When we attend camps, we build relationships with our brothers and sisters. We are
challenged to strengthen our walk with the Heavenly Father. We share our successes and learn where God is
working in the world around us. When we separate from each other, we send each other off with prayers for
safe trips and for blessings from our Heavenly Father. We leave with the memories of shared worship times,
of good Bible discussions, and often with a shared commitment for a closer walk with the Lord. David, in
Psalm 133:1, said it very well, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity!”

I’ve decided that The Blessing song is a good closing song for church camps. The message in this song
about passing on our faith to our children, to our grandchildren, and to our great-grandchildren makes me
pause and say, “Yes, | want that!” That is what our faith is all about. It is abiding in the true vine, which is
Jesus, and bearing fruit so that our family and our children and their children, and their children will see the
presence of God in us, and desire that same blessing from the Heavenly Father. And also, that our neighbors
and our friends sense the presence of the Heavenly Father through us. For me, this song is a call to arms, or
an anthem, to rally us and challenge us to serve the cause of our Savior. May He receive the glory as we bear
witness of Him to those in our generation!

The Blessing song is based on the blessing from the Lord described in Numbers 6:22-26, “The LORD
spoke to Moses, saying: ‘Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, “This is the way you shall bless the children
of Israel. Say to them: ‘The LORD bless you and keep you, The LORD make His face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you, The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.’”’” This blessing from
God is powerful. It carries the thought that the Lord God was walking with the children of Israel and giving
them the peace that comes only from Him. And, like The Blessing song, it also carried the promise of
passing on their faith to their children.

As we move on past the camps of this summer, we begin the work that we are called to do. The
Ministerial Council Board is starting work on its busy agenda this year. The first step has been reorganizing
teams to accomplish the goals that have been set. Two big priorities are beginning the work of revising the
“Declaration of Things Most Commonly Believed Among Us,” our doctrinal statements and to finish the
Ministerial Handbook.

As was discussed in the last ACTS magazine, the purpose is not to change the meaning of our doctrinal
statements, but to revise the wording to make it meaningful to our current generation and to accurately
reflect the core messages for the Church of God community. We have a good team assigned to this project
and I look forward to the outcome.

A draft Ministerial Handbook was completed in June, but there were parts of the Handbook that were
missing that will be developed and added. Also, we need to decide whether any additional chapters are
needed to make this a more useful tool for our churches and ministers.

During our last Ministerial Council board meeting, we reviewed the General Council Ministerial portal.
This portal is currently available for access by those involved with committees associated with the
Ministerial Council and by the Licensing and Credentials Committee. We expect it to soon be available for
all licensed ministers. Stay tuned for more details if you are a licensed minister.

Ministerial Council Board committees will use this portal to collaborate on projects. We are looking
forward to transitioning from saving documents on personal computers and sending them by email to having
them available all in one location on this portal. Licensed ministers will use it as a place for answers and
resources for ministers. It will include a discussion forum, a storage location for the Ministerial Handbook, a
resource area for doctrinal statements, and for documents. It will be a place for ministers to share their
sermons, articles, and documents. I’'m looking forward to it!

Until next time, may “‘The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you, and
be gracious to you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.’” May we all continue
in the Lord’s work and pass on our faith to this generation!

Steve Boone
Ministerial Council President
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General Council Churches of God (Seventh Day) Licensed
Ministers, Affiliated Churches, and Affiliated Organizations

All licensed ministers are invited to participate in the discussions at the Ministerial Council Meetings. However, only

Credentialed Licensed Ministers are allowed to vote. A Credentialed Licensed Minister is one who has been licensed

with the General Council for at least five years and requests to be Credentialed.

Credentialed Licensed Ministers

Canada
Nathan Byfield Ontario
Leslie DeSouza Ontario
Alroy O'Reggio Ontario
Denrick Rose Ontario
Kenya
Andrew Koech Bomet

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Calvin Ledger Richland Park
United States of America

Rodney Boone Idaho

Jonathan Carson Maryland

Samuel Carson Washington, DC

Delroy Gouldbourne  North Carolina

Wes Higgins Oregon

Tom Kendrick Texas

Sydney Marshall Florida

Shawn McCool Oregon

David Moore Missouri

Ralph Orton Oregon

Ken Walker Missouri

Licensed Ministers

Kenya

Josko Kibet Bomet

Raimon Soi Bomet
Nigeria

Ambrose Okoro Abia
Rwanda

Ndayizeye Leonidas Kigali Province

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Ezra Ledger Kingstown
Nathan Ledger Kingstown
United States of America
Richard Barrett New York
Dextha Clarke New York
Headley Deacon New York
Andy Fauth Idaho
Donald Gibson Jr. Missouri
Dwight Jack New York
Laton Palmer New York
Keth Rattray Florida
Basil Straker Connecticut
Clinton Wiggins New York

General Council Affiliated Churches
Beulah Church of God 7th Day—New York, USA

Church of God Seventh Day Fellowship Centre—
Ontario, Canada

Fairmont Christian Fellowship (Seventh Day)—
Missouri, USA

Light of Truth Church of God 7th Day—
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Marceline Church of God (Seventh Day)—
Missouri, USA

New Covenant Abundant Life Christian Family
Ministry 7th Day—Ontario, Canada

Remnant 7th Day Church of God—Missouri, USA
Shiloh Church of God, 7th Day—Maryland, USA

General Council Affiliated Organizations

Missouri Council Old Time
Credentialed Licensed Ministers

Roger Boone Nathan Moore
Steve Boone Sean Moore
Randy Day Terry Siddens
Dylan Gate Bill Siddens
Craig Moore
Sabbath Gospel Ministries Bomet, Kenya
Sabbath Church of God Bomet, Kenya
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Headquarters Happenings By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General M
September/October 2021 ministrator/(encral Manager

Greetings!

This is a plaque that I found while waiting to meet the Board of Directors of the General
Council for the first time. I had been asked in the summer of 2015 to share the bookkeeping
software that [ was using for my business with the Board who was meeting during
campmeeting that year. As I sat in an office across the hall from the old conference room I
saw this plaque sitting on a little table between two chairs. It read:

As a support ministry to the Church, our purpose is to:

Proclaim the Gospel
Advance discipleship and accountability
Promote biblical worship
Strengthen the leadership

*  Unite Christ’s body
This mission statement of sorts was developed years ago by the leadership of the publishing house and its staff. It had
such direction and purpose, I immediately felt it had to have been written by the leading of the Holy Spirit. That
afternoon I never did share that software with the Board but I did share this plaque with them. That day was a turning
point, or spiritual marker, in my life. | have been on a spiritual journey like nothing I had ever imagined ever since and |
am so very thankful!

* % ¥ %

As part of the staff here at the headquarters office, we try to look for opportunities to fulfill these goals. Some of the
opportunities that we have found to do this have been things like the publishing house has printed the Gospel of John in
Swahili and mission teams from the Council have hand-delivered them to Kenya; the ACTS has tried to publish articles
of encouragement and spiritual growth; Campmeeting has been a blessed time of fellowship and learning; the Ministerial
Council and Licensing and Credentials Committee have drafted policies and procedures for licensing and affiliation that
has helped to promote accountability; the website has grown with new Bible study materials on the Digital Studies page
and the web store; and pull-out Bible studies have been featured in the center of every ACTS magazine for the last
couple of years! God is soooo amazing! What a joy it has been to work here and see all that He is doing!

The latest opportunity to fulfill these purposes has been the launching of a ministerial website. This website is designed
to “strengthen leadership” by giving the ministers of the Council their own place to fellowship and collaborate and share
those things that the Lord has shown them. On September 3", the site was officially launched and all of the licensed
ministers were emailed their log-in information. It has been exciting to watch as slowly but surely these ministers are
logging into the site. I ask that you pray for this site to be a blessing to each of these ministers as they begin to use the
site more and more. We pray that it will become a great resource for them and that the Lord will use it mightily to
promote His Kingdom and grow His workers.

Speaking of fellowship! Linda Palmer and I were blessed with the opportunity to go to the Midwest Family Camp at
Camp Sharon in Missouri! What a blessed time of fellowship, as you can see from the photos in the magazine. For years,
folks have told me that the Midwest camp was very different from the campmeeting here in Meridian and they were
correct. Since everyone attending the camp stays at the campground it does have a different feeling to it, however
different is just that...different. The fellowship and encouragement that we get when we attend these camps is a very
special time of refreshing and growth. I think I can safely say that we both thoroughly enjoyed ourselves at both camps
this summer and highly recommend them both to all who can attend either or...both!

At the printing of this article, I should be in Kenya! We reached the $10,000 goal for the Shema Project and then some.
We would ask that you keep Pastor Josko Kibet of Kenya, and Linda Palmer, my husband Patrick and myself, of the
USA, in your prayers as we join together to lead a team in Kenya to do the Shema Project work. God willing, Patrick,
Linda, and I will be flying out of the US and will be meeting up with Josko and his wife Prisca in Nairobi. We will be
joined by Grace Yegon, the DOK President of the Sabbath Church of God, Sotik, to work at the orphanage just outside
of Isibania, Kenya for a week. Linda and Grace will be teaching sewing lessons, while the rest of us help as needed
around the orphanage. After the week is over, Grace will head home to Sotik and we will then head to Bomet for a
meeting with the local pastors on the 19, Then we will head back to Nairobi on the 20" for COVID testing for the US
team and hopefully, a chance to work with the Bucket Ministry in the Kibera slum before the US team flies back to the
US on the 23™. All of the funds raised will be used for the orphanage in the building of a large latrine, the purchasing of
3 sewing machines, uniforms and sandals, and a solar system kit.

As always, we appreciate your prayers and the work that so many of you are doing for the Council, but more importantly
for the Kingdom. We pray that each of you finds your mission field and rejoices in His work.
Blessings! sf
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2021 Midwest Family Camp Report by Steve Boone

2 Corinthians 5:7 was the theme for the 2021 Midwest Family camp, “For We Walk by Faith, Not
by Sight.” While we were a smaller group this year, it was certainly a blessing for those who
attended. We welcomed some brothers and sisters to camp that had never attended before. Sophia

Fleming and Linda Palmer were two first-time attendees, and it
was good to get acquainted with pastor Don Gibson, his wife,
Lisa, and members of the Fairmont Christian Fellowship church
from Independence, Missouri.

Each evening, the services were organized around different g : T -
aspects of faith as described in the faith chapter, Hebrews Fairmont Christian Fellowship
chapter 11, and verses of the song, “By Faith” by Keith and church members
Kristyn Getty. Classes each day were based on the book,
Experiencing God, by Henry and Richard Blackaby and Claude King. Three groups, adult, young
adult, and teen classes, went through lessons taken from this book.

The children’s program is an important part of our camp. Kids had choir practice, class,
recreation, and crafts to keep them busy each day. Their lessons were put together following the
daily lessons on faith that were being brought by evening speakers. Michelle Taylor, Terry Perry,
Connie Hicks, and Beth Siddens did an excellent job at leading the children’s classes. | especially
enjoyed watching children’s choir practice while the children learned the song’s actions from their
leaders.

Children’s classes,
recreation and choir.
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One of the nicer aspects of Camp Sharon is the Worship Center. Each night, we gathered
together in the beautiful air-conditioned Worship Center to sing praises to our Creator with like-
minded brothers and sisters, and to hear the Word preached. I've always enjoyed the adult choir
especially, and while | didn’t participate this year, it was a pleasure to watch their contribution each
night to the worship service. . PR .

Worship
Team, Evening
Services,

Morning —
Worship, ol W K A
Classes, and ' T
Adult Choir

The time was not all spent in class or in services. We enjoyed some excellent meals prepared by
Leah Stroupe and Sharon Babbitt. One of the popular pastimes for some of the older children was
volunteering to help older campers with dishwashing duties after the meals. In the evenings after
services, youth and some of the adults and children spent time in fellowship and playing games.

| know there are many other very good camps held each year. I'm sure it is
a privilege to participate in these camps just as it was a privilege to be a part of
Midwest Family Camp. It is our hope that each person
who attends these camps will be like the person
described in James 1:25, “But whoso looketh into the
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed” (KJV). May God’s great
blessings be on each of you as you work in His service
throughout the coming year.
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Children’s

Corner!

Jesus Stills the Storm

“Let us go over to the other side of the lake,”
said Jesus to His disciples one evening. He was
very tired and it had been a long day. Since
early morning, thronging crowds of people had
pressed about Him coming to be healed of
their diseases and to hear Him tell of the
heavenly Father’s love and care. For hours, He
had been preaching to them from the end of
boats. Knowing that the people, as well as He,
needed rest, Jesus blessed the multitude and
sent them home.

Then Jesus asked the disciples who owned the
boat to take Him to the other side of the lake,
away from the villages. The people who were
left on the shore watched as the little boats
grew smaller in the distance, and then they
started back to their homes, sorry that the
great Teacher could not talk on and on.

The fishermen friends of Jesus were as
delighted as He was to get out on the sea they
loved. It would surely be restful to ride over
the rippling water. The wind blew gently but
steadily against the sails so that the boat
rocked like a great cradle. The disciples
probably didn’t talk to Jesus so that He might
rest. The splashing of the water against the
sides of the boat was like a soothing lullaby.
Jesus was soon asleep.

Suddenly, a strong gust of wind and then
another, swooped down from the high hills
around the lake. Dark clouds raced across the
sky. The sailors knew what this meant. A storm
was coming. The wind began to stir up the
lake. It howled as it struck the water. The men
quickly took down the sails. They had to row
hard to keep the boat headed toward the
shore. The waves rose higher and higher! The
little boat tossed up and down on the great
waves. Lightning flashed and thunder crashed!

The front of the boat began to plunge and
black mountains of water topped with white
foam came rushing over the sides. The men
grew frightened. The boat was filling with
water, and they worked to get it out. They
couldn’t steer, the rudder refused to work! All

their lives, they had fished on this lake. They
had often been through lashing waves and
sharp winds. But never had they been in a
storm so fierce as this! They became frantic!
They knew their lives were in danger, and they
were too far from either shore to swim.

Then they remembered that Jesus was in their
boat. He was sleeping in the back. How could
He sleep in such a tempest! They roughly
awakened Him, and all cried at once in fear,
“Master! Master! Save us! Don’t you care that
we perish?”

From a sound sleep, Jesus rose quietly to His
feet. He seemed more surprised at the fear of
His friends than at the fury of the storm or
seeing that the boat was filling with water. He
knew that by speaking a word He could make
the wind do as He liked. He turned first to the
howling wind and rebuked it. At once, at His
word, it grew hushed and stilll If He had
stopped at that, the water would have taken a
long time to quiet down after being whipped
into such waves. But Jesus also said to the sea,
“Peace, be still.” At once, at His word, the high
waves fell, and there was a great calm. Even
the ripples died away until the sea was as
smooth as glass.

“Why were you afraid?” asked Jesus. “How is it
that you cannot trust me?”

The disciples didnt answer Him. They had no
answer. They were greatly ashamed of
themselves. They were ashamed that they had
disappointed Him.

“What kind of man is this?” they asked each
other in great wonder. “How is it the wind and
the sea obey Him? Only the Son of God could

do this!” &R
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Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and

prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?

Week 40
[] Ephesians

Who are the main characters in .%m.m set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the

events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

What should I SHARE with

others?

Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and

prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?

Who are the main characters in H:_.w set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Week 33

[ ] 1 Corinthians 12-14

[] 1 Corinthians 15-16

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the

events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

What should I SHARE with

others?

Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.




IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII ————————————————
'sn punole | | _

9soy3 03 ssauyim 3sabuoiis ano | | _
9q ued Joiaeyaq pue sepnyne | | _
ano ui abueyd ayy sswnawos | | _
-9|dwexa JnoA Aq 1o spiom JnoA | | _
yim ajdpuud ea1qiq syl aleys || ;Joqubiau |
“ INOA 3A0|/oAIBS NOA MOY UO _

i aARoadsiad UnoA sbueyd syingy _

"UM awn puads noA suoswos | | [e1jqiq @seu3 buiAsqo s0p moH _
L2IM NOA 1oy 9)1 03 swed Aioys | | _
sIy} Moy pue A103s JnoA aseys 0y | | _
saunpoddo 1oy %00 ¢yl JnoA | | ;41| InoA _
u pey noA ouspadxa Jejwis || 01 Ajdde sasian asay) ued MoH |

e JO noA puiwai AJ03s SIy} saod | _
Zsoy10 __ 31| __

PIM RAVHS I PINOYS jeym A34d( 03 op I PInoys jeym _

¢9]q1g BY3 Ul papnjpul sem AJ0IS SIY) 10 S9SI9A 3533 HUIY} NOA op AYm

iaoe(d 9.y syusns
3L PIP 2J9YM 10 S3SI9A 3S3Y] S]0JM 3 USUM J0oUINe a3 SeM 49U

$S9SIaA 9S3Y) peas NoA se NoA 03 IN0 spuels 1Y

| uowdjiyd [

£0) US1J1IM SOSISA 953U} 948 OUM JO SISIIA
J0 39S SIU} Ul SIaoeJeyd ulew ay) ale oy

ZAVS obessed siyj saop Jeym

-1 sueissojo) [ |

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
¢ooe|d ayje] SJuDAD 9SaY] pIp Usym pue uanum abessed siyl sem usym _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

8T-LT SPV [
I -abessaw SIH m>_www\_ om noA aJedaud
=Y=) pue 1eay JnoA uado 01 poo) XSy
6€ %99M ‘Buipeal ues noA a10joq Aeld
= — — — — — — — —

r- - r---T /"

‘'sn punole | | _
asoy3 03 ssaupm 1sabuons ano | | _
3Qq ued Jolneyaq pue sepnyme | | _
Jno ui abueyd ayy sswnawos | | _

-9|dwexa JnoA Aq 1o spiom JnoA | | _

yim adpuud [ednqiq siy3 ateys || _

| ¢ldogybisu |
| INOA dA0|/aAI19S NOA moy uo |
| aAlpadsiad JnoA sbueyd sying |
"Ynm 3wy puads noA suoswos | | |ediqiq asayy buiAsqo ssop moH |
L3IM NOA 1oy a1 03 swed Aoys | | _
SIY} Moy pue AI03s JnoA aleys 0} “ _
| _
| _
| _
| _
| _
=

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
“ sonunloddo 10) 007 ¢3J1] INOA
|

_

|

|

Ul pey noA asuauadxe Jejiwis ¢9J1| INOA

e Jo noA puiwai AI03s SIy3 seoq 0} Ajdde sasJan asay} ued MoH

SO0 | al

UM FVHS I PInoys jeym A34d( 03 op I PINOYS jJeym
IIIIIIIIIIIIIII 4 —_ ¥

¢3]q1g 9y Ul papnpul Sem AJ0IS SIY3 10 S9SI9A 353U JUIYY NOA op AYM

¢ooe|d aye) Sjuan
3U3 PIP 2J9UM 10 SSIDA 3S3U] 310JM Y USUM JOLINe 33 SeM IaYM

$S9SIA 3S3Y) peaJ NOA Se NOA 03 IN0 spuels ey

£0) US)J1IM SISIDA 9S9UJ} 918 OYM IO SISIA
JO 195 SIY} Ul SJajpeleyd ulew ay) ale oym

EAVS Obessed siy) saop jeym

6-S suelpurod z []
v-T suenjpuuod 7 [
-obessaw SIH m>_mw»m: om noA aJeda.d
=Y=) pue Jeay JnoA uado 03 poo Ysy
bE H99M ‘Buipeal Jes noA a10joq Aeld
= — — — — — — — —

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
¢90e|d 9e] SJUDAD 9SBY] pIp Usym pue uspum abessed siy) sem Usaym _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_




Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and

prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?

Who are the main characters in .%m.m set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Week 38
[ ] Acts 20:4-23:35

[] Acts 24-26

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the

events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

What should I SHARE with

others?

Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and

prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?

Who are the main characters in H:_.w set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Week 35

[ ] Acts 20:1-3

[ ] Romans 1-3

[] 2 Corinthians 10-13

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the

events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

What should I SHARE with

others?

Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.
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Christian Youth

Midwest Youth Camp was held in mid-

June at White Oak Camp in Moberly, MO. We had great
fellowship with our youth group studying the topic
“Speak Life”. The week was packed filled with activities
from coffee and prayer at the pole in the mornings to
small groups in the afternoons to services and bedtime
devotions in the evenings. Our teacher for classes,
Nathan Moore, took us through the life of Paul where &
we learned what it meant, according to him, for the
theme to be adopted into our lives. We had a wonderful §
cook, Jennifer Babbitt, who I can honestly say made
delicious food and made sure we never could say “I’m hungry”. The whole youth went to Columbia, MO
for an outing at Midway Golf on Thursday. There we enjoyed a
host of activities and then moved to Pinnacles Park for hiking,
class, and worship. On
Friday, we enjoyed a
banquet with the theme
“Mascarade” before A
welcoming the Sabbath. ~

Youth Chairman,
Emily Boone
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Daughters of the King

Greetings sisters in the Lord. Please remember to pray for all our sisters and their families. Especially those

who might not have someone close to them who they can share their prayers and praises with.
In prayer and love, Linda

o -,'t‘V/

Life,

laughter and love

are best when

Shared

) And we know that
5y in dl things God
- 7 _:/:, works for the good
£« ofthose who love ham who
4 4“'. have been called acording
'}"“rf ’,_3 to his purpose
" Romans 8:28

you must also love one another. , ,
Johm 15:34 1 can do all things through Christ

Page created and submitted by
Marjorie Boone

who strengthens me.
Phulippians 4:13

-

rl-.-.—l-I—l-l_._l—l—.-l-.-l-l-.

Prayer for the Middle Aged
Lord, You know I am growing older.
Keep me from becaning talkative and
possessed with the idea that [ must express
mysell on every subject. Release me from the
craving to straighten out everyone's affairs.
Keep mefromthe recital of endless details.
Giveme whg tn'ttothe point.
Seal my lips when I am inclined to tell of my
aches and pains. They are increasing with
the years and my love to speak of them
Lrows sweeter as time goes by.

Teach me the gh’bus lesson that occasionally 1
may be wrong. Make me thoughtful and not nosey,
helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of
wisdom and experience it does seem

. apikynottouse itall
ﬁut You know, Lord, that I want
~ afewfriends at the end.

L.-._.-.-C-I-O-0-0-Q-Q-O-.-.&al-ﬂ
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The Spirit-fil

What is your greatest concern
today? Are you concerned about the
famine in Africa? Concerned about
the homeless in America? Concerned
about the possibility of a nuclear
war? Just what is your concern today?
[ will present to you my greatest con-
cern. Perhaps there may be others
who are concerned with me. My con-
cern is the lack of progress being
made by God’s children in their
efforts to present the true Gospel to
the world. In order for any church
{congregation) to be progressive in
their endeavors for the cause of
Christ, the people who make up a
portion of the body of Christ, must
have a balance of the love of Christ
—the Truth that Christ preached —
and the filling of the Holy Spirit,

A New Birth

With a ministry of this perfect bal-
ance of love-truth-spirit, the people
who make up the church will be in
full-time service for Christ. We are
living in a Spirit-filled dispensation.
The evidence is clear throughout the
New Testament. Let us notice a few
texts to prove this. God’s children
are born of the Spirit: “Jesus ans
wered and said unto him, verily, ver-
ily I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannt see the kingdom
of God” (John 3:3). God’s children
are baptized into the Spirit (Mat-
thew 3:11); quickened by the Spirit

by Evangelist H, D. Carlson

(John 6:63). God’s children are led by
the Spirit (Romans 8:11-14); washed,
sanctified, justified by the Spirit (1
Corinthians 6:11); sealed by the Spirit
(I Corinthians 2:12-13). Thus it
should be evident we are to worship
God in Spirit, yet there seems to be
so much misunderstanding of the
things of the spiritual realm that
many will not listen to or read of
things pertaining to the Spirit.

The words “charisma” and “cha-
rismatic” are quite common today.
We see them in newspapers, maga-
zines and hear them used in various
church denominations. Some church
denominations put great importance
on these words. Other denomina-
tions, however, will shy away from
using the word charismatic as if it
defined some evil influence that must
be avoided. Some will be quite
emphatic in saying, “My church is
not charismatic” “I am not charis-
matic. We don’t have anything to do
with such as that.” Is it possible that
those who would make such state-
ments are unaware that the Greek
word charisma means gift? It is used
in biblical language to mean the gift
of the Holy Spirit).

This Gift of charisma is promised
to those who believe, repent, and are
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins. “Then
Peter said unto them, repent and be

Scriptures in this article were taken from the King James Version.

wom the

,dginaW.P

Ed Chu?ch

baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit, For the prom-
ise is unto you and your children, and
to all that are afar off, even as many as
the Lord our God shall call” (Acts
2:38, 39).

The Power of God

This Gift of the Holy Spirit, the
power of God, changes ordinary
people into people of extraordinary
power. It is a quality of power, cer-
tainty, strength and leadership they
had never had before. They are filled
with qualities that surprise themselves
as well as those around them. When
the Power of the Holy Spirit has
come upon people, yes, run-of-the-
mill people, their lives have been
transformed. The Holy Spirit does
not provide a religious course of self
confidence, but spirit-filled people
who were once unsure of themselves
do become confident and self-assured.
The charisma (Gift) takes formerly
powerless lives and makes them active
and fruitful.

It has been reported that a person
once visited a storm plagued city that
had an electrical shortage. On the
door of one of the church buildings
she saw a sign which read “Church
closed due to lack of Power.” You
know, some people are like that.
Their lives are closed, dull, lifeless.

(Uchives: .
ublis
989

um
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But the surging of the Holy Spirit
can give them new power and new
life.

Perhaps some of us need to permit
a surge of the Holy Spirit into our
lives. Then we will become useful for
growth both individually and collec-
tively. As the building was closed due
to an clectrical shortage, perhaps our
lives are closed because we are not
permitting the Power to function
properly. (We may have a short cir-
cuit.) Then too, our problem may be
lack of understanding regarding the
spiritual realm, We often view as real
only those things we can know
through our five senses of touch,
sight, hearing, smelling or feeling.
However, the discernment of the
spiritual has to come from beyond
this purely physical world.

In order for us to worship God we
must have the Holy Spirit. Also, the
Holy Spirit is necessary if we are to
understand spiritual things (1 Corin-
thians 2:14). Since we as Christians
do have the Holy Spirit, we should
be able to understand things of the
Spirit. We should manifest the fruit
of the Spirit, the gifts of the Spint,
and have the ability to witness Christ
to others (Acts 1:8).

Jesus told the woman at the well
God is a spirit, and they who would
worship Him must worship Him in
Spirit and truth. We can learn a great
deal from the first Christians whose
lives are briefly recorded in Acts,
chapters one and two. These were
men and women bound together by a
common faith and the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, From this beginning
they moved out into the world
spreading the Good News, or Gospel.

Is the Holy Spirit With Us Today?

What of the Holy Spirit today?
We may think that the power of the
Holy Spirit which those in the carly
church knew has no real meaning for
our day. But if we say this, are we not
in fact saying that God is no longer
active in the world. Are we not siding
with those who declare God is dead
and no longer a power to reckon
with? We need not fear. God suill
lives and His Holy Spirit is being
poured out today. Those who do not
understand the present moving of

the Holy Spirit and have not expe-
rienced its extraordinary power in
their lives tend to become skeprics.
Brethren if we are totally honest with
ourselves, we must admit that this
power is not very evident in most of
our lives.

Tools

We hear that the church is sup-
posed to have tools. Well, we can
have all kinds of tools lying around,
but until someone qualified picks
them up and puts them to use they
are worth absolutely nothing.
Churches can have conference after
conference, meeting after meeting
year after year. What are the results?
Do we find ministers on fire for the
Lord? Do we have evangelists enthu-
siastically secking to save the lost?
Lets be honest face reality. We will
continue to fall short until we
acknowledge there is a problem, face
the problem and cry out to God for
help (II Chronicles 7:14).

Our problem may be we aren’t
permitting the Holy Spirit to lead us.
Does the fault lie within ourselves or
with God? God will come into any
life that earnestly desires His pres-
ence and truly secks to do His will.
He will not commit the power of the
Holy Spirit to those who want to
serve Him on some kind of part-time
basis or want to be Christians only
when it suits their convenience. If we
want the power that moved the church
at Pentecost we must commit our
total lives to Him, We need to ask
ourselves this question “If every
member of this church was just like
me, what kind of a church would this
church be? Would it be like the one
with the sign, “Closed due to lack of
power""?

I am convinced that we need to
concentrate on the development of
present day members rather than
simply concentrating on adding new
names to the church roll. I am con-
vinced if we were the kind of people
we ought to be and that God expects
us to be, there would be no decline in
church membership.

A Victorious, Powerful Church

If the Gift of the Holy Spirit truly
entered our lives and controlled our
lives, we would be hard put to find
room for all those who would be
attracted into the church, God grant
that the church in the twentieth cen-
tury may experience the power that
moved the early church at Pentecost.
On the day of Pentecost the church
was filled with the Holy Spirit, About
three thousand souls were added.
This great number was attracted
through the spirituality of the church
and the powerful preaching, That
same power is available today, and
the victorious church that has it will
grow. Crowds will be large, bills easy
to pay, and ministers will be cared for
and encouraged. The church lacking
in spirit will die. Kind is attracted by
kind, if the power is working in our
lives, the ones who come to join us
will also be active. Once a congrega-
tion is filled with the Holy Spirit
there will be no reluctance to witness
for Christ. The Lord is coming soon.
Let us be about our Father’s busi-
ness.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Testimony

The following testimony was given by Jim Flannery
on Monday, June 28, 2021 at the 71st Annual General
Council Campmeeting.

Good evening

| want to welcome you to our annual General Council
Campmeeting.

Before | go any further, | would like to introduce
myself. My name is JIM FLANNERY, and | was asked
to help in planning this year’s Campmeeting. | am
from a little town just over those hills over there.

The theme the committee has chosen this year, |
think, is quite appropriate and timely, "From FEAR
TO FREEDOM SPIRIT FILLED".

A couple nights ago after finishing my workout for
the evening, | was sitting on one of the pieces of
equipment praying about what the Lord wants me to
say this evening. It came to me in parts that | am
going to try and share with you. | have a problem
with speaking in front of people, so | have made a
few notes. (chuckle)

About 53 years ago, | realize now, God was working
in my life drawing me to Himself by lining things up
so | would get a good start on my journey with Him.
My best friend asked me if | would like to go to
church with him and his family and afterwards we
would come back and have cake and ice cream to
celebrate his sister’s birthday (which happened to be
my birthday also). When we got to church, the
pastor used to be my bus driver. Everyone liked him.
He was very interesting and kept your attention.
Anyway, a few weeks later | accepted Christ as my
savior.

Now for the rest of the story of why | have been
asked to share this evening. The church | was going
to was an Assembly of God church in Port Orchard,
Washington. As it turned out, a friend of mine and |
were having lunch just up the hill from where |
worked.

One day in church an older woman stood up in the
back of the church and started talking in a different

By Jim Flannery

language; one | did not know. No one seemed
bothered by it.

A few days later at lunch, | asked pastor what was
that all about. He told me that she had given a
message from God and interpretation. Then he
showed me in the Bible what it was all about.
Basically, it was a gift from God to help us in our daily
walk with Him. Seeing as how | was a mechanic, the
pastor used words to help me understand better, he
said the Holy Spirit is like a tool that He gives us to
help us do our job better and that it was more of
God, so | wanted it.

About 2 weeks later, the pastor had given a sermon
on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. A lot of us think
that baptism in the holy spirit is only speaking in
tongues but it isn’t always that. Don’t get caught up
in the tongues part. | just want to share what He did
in my life. After the sermon, he asked if there were
any that would like to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
Of course | did, so | went down front and started
praying for the infilling, again, not knowing anything.
Then someone came by and said just keep praying
and praising the Lord and if you feel there is a sound
or word in the back of your mind say it. It may sound
funny to you, just say it softly at first, just keep
praying and praising God. So OK | did. Next thing |
was crying and saying things that made no sense to
me but | kept it up. "Oh what a blessing."

| must have been down there for at least 45 minutes.
| remembered that | had to go to the little boys’
room but | couldn't stop. When | finally did | got up
and went to the little room. As | came back in the
little old lady that | told you about met me as |
returned. She said my face was like Moses when he
came down from the mountain. My face was shining
and my smile was from ear to ear but | wasn't done
yet. | went back down and continued praising God
and speaking in my new heavenly language, getting
my cup filled to overflowing.

My life has been changed from just believing in faith
that God is real to a person who has met the Master.
You KNOW YOUR GOD PERSONALLY
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One thing | would like to interject right here, please,
please, when God starts to give you this new
language and you start speaking in other tongues,
don't stop. Keep going. Let God fill you up to
overflowing.

One more little quick story. The night that God filled
me, another friend was there and he received also.
Years later we were talking and | asked Stan who
those Ladies were over to our far right singing so
beautifully, harmonizing in tongues. He turned to
me and said there wasn't anyone over there. Thank
you, Lord, for a little taste of Heaven

Now for my last point, God is giving us one more
chance. Many of us, and that includes a lot of you,

are hungry and thirsting for God to send us a real
revival.

The stage is set. We have gathered many spirit-filled
pastors to deliver the messages that God put on
their hearts for us this Campmeeting.

| want you all to open your hearts up to what God’s
Holy Spirit is saying to your hearts and put away
your peer pressure, get out of your seats, and meet
us down here in the front when the leader opens up
the service for an alter call. It isn't just for salvation.
We are all praying for you. Let this revival start in
us. We love you all. Thank you all for letting me
share this with you. e

‘ ACTSForGod - Gen. Council Churches of God, 7th Day

Check out the ACTSforGod YouTube channel to watch services from
Campmeeting 2021 and sermons from Campmeeting 2020, 2019,
and 2018. Use the camera on your smartphone and this QRC , then
click on the link to go directly to the ACTSforGod YouTube Channel.

Campmecting |
June 28-July 3 '..’U‘Iil

6/28 — Rich Odegard “Afraid of the Boogeyman”
6/29 — Greg Wallace “He Set Me Free from Fear”

6/30 — David DeVous “Be Cherished at the Table of God”
7/1 - Jonathan Carson “Receive the Power”

7/3 - Steve Boone “The Samaritan Woman, The Living Water
7/3 — Allard Smith “What God Has Provided”

6/29 — Randall Avery Seminar “Baptism of Power Pt 1”

6/29 — Steve Boone Seminar “What Is Truth?”

7/1 — Steve Boone Seminar “Who Is Spiritual?”

7/2 - Wes Higgins “From Fear to Freedom”

”

7/2 — Randall Avery Seminar “Baptism of Power Pt 2”
All Speakers Audio — MP3 Format (1 CD)
All Speakers Video — (Multiple DVDs)

Advocating Christ The Savior
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