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Our purpose: The ACTS is published by the Church of God Publishing 
House to advance the Gospel message around the world and to promote 
the general welfare of the Churches of God, (Seventh Day), as a whole. 

Subscriptions: There is no subscription price for this magazine. It is 
paid for by freewill offerings. We are a non-profit ministry and welcome 
your financial participation. Donations are greatly appreciated. The 
suggested donation is $4.75 or $28.50 annually. Checks may be made out 
to the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc. 

Articles: ACTS accepts manuscripts from freelance writers. Write to us 
for writer’s guidelines and a free sample copy of the magazine. 

Contact Us: 

 
1827 W 3rd St 
Meridian ID 83646-1653 

Phone: (208) 888-3380 
Web: www.ACTSforGod.org 
E-mail: office@ACTSforGod.org 

Headquarters Staff: Administrator—Sophia Fleming, Office 
Assistant—Sheryl Henderson, Project Manager—Randy Sedlacek 

 

Summary of Our Statement of Belief—We believe: 

 1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the 
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the 
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter. 

 2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life; 
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily 
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand 
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom 
and rule this earth in great power and glory. 

 3. The means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith 
in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command 
to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of the Lord Jesus for the 
remission of sins. 

 4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies. 

 5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments, 
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly 
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on 
Saturday. 

 6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year 
at the proper and appointed time. 

 7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just 
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death. 

 8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness. 

 9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy 
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD. 

10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus. 

Volume 71R, Number 4 

General Council Committees: 
General Council Board: President—Earl Rice; Vice-
President—Roger Boone; Craig Moore; Jonathan Carson; 
Don Syvanen; Leslie DeSouza; David DeVous 

Ministerial Council Board: President—Steve Boone; Vice
-President—Tom Kendrick; Secretary—Wes Higgins; 
Members at Large—Les DeSouza; Rodney Boone 

Licensing and Credentials: Chairman—Jonathan Carson; 
Denrick Rose; Craig Moore; Steve Boone; Les DeSouza 

Daughters of the King: President—Linda Palmer; Vice– 
President—Melanie Moore; Secretary/Treasurer—Marilyn 
Sheldahl; Kim Boyd; Marge Boone; Alice Day 

Facilities—Subcommittee: Chairman—Earl Rice; Don  
Smith; Mariah Rice-Wilson; Randy Sedlacek 

Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day), is in a state of constant growth and we all have  
different backgrounds, it is likely that your views may differ somewhat from those of the  
authors. At any rate, these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study. 

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21  

Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations are taken from 
the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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President’s Letter      July 2021 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  
I hope and pray that all of you are doing 
well. We just finished up the Meridian 
Campmeeting and it was great. We had a 
great group of speakers and we were 
really blessed. There has been a lot 
going on this last year.  
The power control box that runs the 
power for the publishing house, RV 
spots, and the irrigation pump started giving us issues. We ended up replacing the entire control box. When 
the old box was taken out, the date on the circuit breakers was 1940. We have been working on the irrigation 
system to make it run better.  
The Ministerial Council and the Board of Directors are working on the Declaration of Things Most 
Commonly Believed Among Us. One of the articles has been modified and approved at the General 
Business meeting. We have also clarified the Statement on Marriage and created a new Statement on 
Vaccinations.  
The board is looking forward 
to the next year and can't wait 
to see what it holds.  Thank 
you for all that you do and 
remember to keep God in your 
heart and mind. 
   
Thank you, 
Earl Rice 
President 

General Council Board: (L-R) David DeVous, Craig Moore, Jonathan Carson, Roger 
Boone (Vice-President), Don Syvanen, Earl Rice (President), and Les DeSouza 

Opal Coulson, 98, passed away Sunday, June 20, 2021. She was born on January 2, 1923 in Fairview, 
Oklahoma the daughter of Harvey and Mabel (Sheffield) Estep.  

She married Edwin Coulson on May 28, 1950.  After they were married they lived in Tennyson, Ohio. In 
1969 they adopted Brenda and Larry. In 1994 they moved to New Mexico where Edwin died. In 1995 
Opal moved to Idaho to be with her sisters, Helen Palmer, Lenora Cushing and Elnora Hutchings.  

She was a supporter of the General Council’s Mission work in Kenya. 

She is survived by her daughter Brenda; her son Larry; 16 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, 10 
great-great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death by her husband 
Edwin; her sisters Helen Palmer, Lenora Cushing, and Elnora Hutchings; and her brothers Art Estep, Al 
Estep, Everett Estep.  

Kent Palmer passed away on July 6, 2021, with his wife and children by his side. He was born on 
March 22, 1952, in Nampa, Idaho, to Ralph and Edna Palmer. He grew up riding horses, camping, 
and hunting with his family. Some of his occupations included logger, plumber, electrician, local 
truckdriver, and long-haul truckdriver with his wife.  

Kent found great joy in helping anyone in need. He was a friend to all who knew him and never knew 
a stranger. Kent was a longtime supporter of the General Council and served  as president and board 
member for many years.. 

Kent was preceded in death by his parents, Ralph and Edna, his brother Gary (infancy), and his sister 
Joy Skinner. He is survived by his loving wife Barbara, his children James, Terri (Jason), Jessica 
(Adam), Emily (Jeremy), Amelia (Adam), Callie (Tod), 15 grandchildren, and former wife Lola. 
Surviving siblings include Elaine Walker, Norma Flannery, Carol Estep, Steve Palmer, and Allan Palmer.  
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General Council Churches of God Seventh Day 
2021 General Business Meeting 

June 30th, 2021 Meeting Facilitator: Earl Rice, President  

Meeting Secretary: Sophia Fleming 

Session 1: 

  I.  Call to Order by the President @ 10:04 a.m. with Matt 5:44 and prayer. 

 II.  *Reading of the names on the registry. (Voted on by the Board members.) m/s/c 

III.  Approval of Minutes m/s/c 

IV.  Reading of Committee Reports: 

a. Treasurer’s Report – Earl Rice 
Financial reports m/s/c 

b. Daughters of the King Report – Linda Palmer – President 
Assisted orphanage with emergency funding; assisted Josko with internet for mission work in Kenya; 
purchased items for MPB kitchen; replaced highchairs in dining room; activated the DOK Facebook page; 
sponsored children’s classes; connecting with Kenya DOK; future plans to enclose kitchen shelving and 
continue working towards completing picnic area and sponsor 2022 children’s classes. 

c. Facility Subcommittee Report – Earl Rice 
Major upgrade – replaced main power box to publishing house and campsites by Nathan and Doyle Palmer; 
will continue to work on sprinkler system; Randy, Noel and Bob Carver cleaned out irrigation cistern; painted 
floor in kitchen; plans to seal coat the kitchen and paint and seal the bathrooms; future plans to update the 
sewer system clean outs; end of property park and picnic area has been delayed due to pricing increases and 
material shortages. 

d. Headquarters Report – Sophia Fleming 
Over the year we have updated the website, added two new quarterlies sent to us by Shiloh Church of God 7 th 
day in Hyattsville. We have been working with the Ministerial Council to review and update some tracts. 
Working with Ministerial Council to get a Ministerial Website launched. Also, have continue to work on 
missions and getting Bible study literature uploaded for broader availability; responded to incoming 
communications or forwarded as needed. 

e. Youth Report – Levi Rice – President 
Over $5,000 to start the year over $2300 left after activities to date; new paint inside and out of the candy 
shack; new freezer chest donated; “The Good in Everything” and “The Survivor: Overcoming Fears and 
Challenges” were the themes; 33 youth + adults; 23 + youth so far this year for campmeeting; theme The 
Emotional Quest. 

f. Ministerial Council Report – Steve Boone 
Met 11 times; evaluated quarterlies and tracts; worked on drafting a Ministerial Manual to help new pastors 
have a basic outline for different church services; began process for review and revision of Declaration of 
Beliefs; began process for revising M/C bylaws; had 5 different countries represented via Zoom at the annual 
M/C meeting. 

g. License & Credential Committee Report – Jonathan Carson 
Met 10 times; three new applicants for ministerial licenses (four recommended for approval); two new church 
affiliations applications recommend to the Board for approval; worked with M/C to collect the remaining 
signed Code of Conduct document from remaining ministers; established procedures for 2021-2026 license 
renewals; continued to pursuing documentation of existing affiliated churches and councils and licensing of 
ministers. 

h. A word from the President 
It’s been a year of growth, it was a good year and good changes were accomplished. 

  V.  Old Business 

a. Possible change in Articles III and IV regarding members in good standing and Article XI of the By-laws to 
tighten the regulations on who can vote or are considered registered members. Committee included Earl Rice, 
Sophia Fleming, Maryanne Syvanen and Robert Carver. The committee determined and presented to the 
Board that a change was not needed because names had to be approved by the Board and the body per the By-
laws. 

 VI.  Motion to adjourn until 2:30 p.m. m/s/c Break for Lunch 
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Session 2: Called to order by the President at 2:33 p.m.  

Point of clarification about proxy votes. – Idaho Law states, “TITLE 30; CORPORATIONS; CHAPTER 30; IDAHO 
NONPROFIT CORPORATION ACT; PART 5; MEMBER MEETINGS - 30-30-513.  PROXIES. (1) Unless the articles 
or bylaws prohibit or limit proxy voting, a member may appoint a proxy to vote or otherwise act for the member by 
signing an appointment form either personally or by an attorney-in-fact.” It was determined by the Board that since 
Idaho laws requires the ability to proxy unless otherwise stated in the by-law that proxy will be allowed. However, proxy 
voters, just as those voters that are present, will need to be approved at the reading of the names.  

*Reading of new names on the registry. New names were read, motion made to approve. s/c 

VII.  New Business 

a. The attached changes to the “Things Most Commonly Believed Among Us…” also known as the 
Fundamental Beliefs and Standing Resolutions was presented. Wes Higgins from the Fundamentals 
committee shared an overview of the changes to date.  

 i . Floor was opened for discussion on the Fundamentals section of the changes. 

1. Concern was raised as to the new wording of #6. The wording was changed to add “received through 
faith and repentance.” The sentence will now read as, “It is a free gift received through faith and repentance 
and cannot be earned.” 

2. Motion was made to accept all of the changes to the Fundamental section including the addition listed 
above. m/s/c 

ii. Floor was opened for discussion on the Standing Resolution section change. 

1. It was proposed to replace male and female to biological male and biological female. 

2. It was also proposed to change the last sentence to read: “Divorce is evil, contrary to the will of God, it 
weakens our homes and therefore, we encourage our members to avoid this evil.” 

3. Extended the reference of Matthew 19:5,6 to Matthew 19:5-9. 

4. Motion made to accept these changes to this resolution. m/s/c 

iii. Floor was opened for discussion on the new Statement on Vaccinations. 

1. It was proposed to reword the statement to: 

2. Motion made to accept the Statement on Vaccinations as changed. m/s/c 

iv. Motion made to accept change of adoption statement as stated. m/s/c 

b. Proposed change to Amendment XII regarding licensing. 

i. It was proposed that a change be made that licensing procedure be changed to posting the names of 
recommend licensee be posted in two consecutive issues of ACTS vs only be posted at campmeeting. 
Motion made to work on this change to be presented at the annual business meeting. m/s/c 

VIII.  Reading of Acts 6:2-3 by The President and Election  

a. Board Member Elections – (3 Year Terms) – Earl Rice, President (2023); Roger Boone, Vice-President 
(2023); Don Syvanen (2023); Les DeSouza (2022); Vacancy (Term 2022); Jonathan Carson (Term Expiring); 
Craig Moore (Term Expiring). 

Statement on Vaccinations 

Whereas the General Council of the Churches of God (Seventh Day) recognizes that there are members within 
our congregations worldwide, who refuse to be vaccinated for reasons of religious conscience; therefore, be it 

Resolved that we as a Christian Body support those who stand opposed to injecting substances of foreign 
origins into their bodies, and support those who consider vaccination as a means of preserving health and 
wellness.  
Resolved that we recognize the need to maintain fellowship by pledging our moral support and protection 
to all who follow the voice of conscience. (Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 6:20) 

As always, we invite the conscientious objectors within our congregations (if they so wish) to register their 
conviction in writing with the office of the General Council of the Churches of God (Seventh Day), Headquarters 
Meridian Idaho. 

Continued on page 12 
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Daughters of the King 
Greetings Sisters in Christ, 

What a wonderful 2021 Meridian Campmeeting. God’s sprit moved among us and we were blessed with many 
great messages and the love and fellowship of many friends and family.  

If you didn’t make it this year, I pray you might join us next year. 

God blessed our auction this year and I think all had a great time laughing and trying to outbid our friends and 
family members. Thank you to everyone who donated items or purchased items at the auction. 

During our annual business meeting it was discussed that. the focus of our auction proceeds would go to help the 
General Council put some type of cooling in our Multipurpose Building. Perhaps the weather this year gave us a 
push. Temps were in the 100s almost every day. 

Lately God has been reminding me how much I need and depend on my friends and family. He has also been 
guiding me daily to spend more time in prayer. God has encouraged me with answered prayers for myself and others 
close to me.  

God is so good and faithful! 

I love the thought in this scripture. “15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that 
which is good for one another and for all people. 16 Rejoice always; 17 Pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give 
thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:15-18 NASB). 

I have been again asked to serve as your president for another year. I can’t do it alone and need all of you and 
your help to find projects and places to direct our focus. I would love to hear from you. Please forward comments and 
suggestions to me via the General Council Publishing House.  

We also have a Facebook page and you can reach out thru it with your comments. 

May God bless each one of you and your families. 

Linda 

DOK President 

Daughters of the King Business Meeting June 30, 2021 
Linda Palmer introduced Sandy Jones as our guest speaker for our luncheon. She is the publisher of Christian Living 
Magazine. 

Meeting was called to order with Kimberly Boyd opening in prayer. 

Marilyn Sheldahl read the minutes of our 2020 business meeting. Corrections to the minutes were that the shelves were 
not enclosed but Carl Stucker has a plan and will get them done. Amelia made a motion to accept minutes with 
corrections. Seconded and approved. Marilyn gave the treasurer’s report. Mary Ann Syvanen made a motion to accept as 
read. Seconded and approved by everyone. 

Linda gave a review of the different projects that had been done such as the money sent to Josko for the internet.  

Old business: Discussion on the mats for the bathrooms. Several agreed that we needed mats inside the shower and in 
the dressing part in front of the showers. Amelia and Callie will research different mats and get them purchased for next 
year. Melanie and Sheryl will be resource help. 

New Business: Mary Ann stated that the men need a changing station in their bathroom, since the men are helping with 
the babies and need a safe place to change the children. 

Mary Ann suggested that we need more trash cans placed throughout the dining room, sanctuary, and the outside lawn 
areas such as playground area and candy shack area. Sophia will take care of that. Smaller trash cans were suggested in 
bathrooms for dirty diapers. Moved, seconded, and approved. 

Marilyn made a motion to continue to fund the expenses for the classes for 2022. Seconded and approved. 

Amelia made a motion to reappropriate the bathroom fund monies to the cooling fund to be set up to cool the 
multipurpose building. Declined because of legalities. Amelia moved that the $200.00 a year we have been putting in the 
bathroom fund be put toward the cooling fund.  

Becky L made a motion to put aside $200.00 a year for campus improvements. Seconded and approved. 

Suggested that we continue to support Josko. Kimberly made a motion to continue to provide internet for him. Seconded 
and approved. 
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Amelia made a motion to continue the live auction. Alice Day made a motion to continue the silent auction, and the 
booth. Both were seconded and approved. 

Election of officers: Amelia stepped down and Alice Day was 
nominated to replace her. 

Potential future needs: 

SHEMA project – Sophia gave us an update 

Ongoing building projects at Meridian campgrounds and A/C  
in multipurpose building 

Multi-purpose building – kitchen needs a continual expense 

Marilyn Sheldahl 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Christian Youth 
 

Hello all! We’ve had an exciting year starting with youth 
camp in Cascade, Idaho with an incredible youth group. 
While the hot temperatures made us all around miserable we 
found ways to still have fun including hitting others with 
pool noodles during recreation and inside group games. 
Special thanks to former Chairman Levi Rice and Alyssa 
Rice who created our mouth-watering food.  

We decided to have the theme “The Good in Everything” as 
an overall theme for both youth camp and campmeeting. 
Jeremy Slawson taught thought provoking classes over the 
sub-theme “The Survivor: Overcoming Fears and Challenges” at youth camp, while Loren Gjesdal spoke through the 
story of Esther. We are incredibly thankful to have had both them.  

At Campmeeting, the theme was “The Emotional Quest” revolving around finding good things in a bad situation. We 
visited Randall Avery's insightful class twice with the adults and had small groups in the afternoon. While the 4 th of 
July wasn’t during the week we still enjoyed the traditional 
softball game, some water fun and the food at the barbeque. As 
usual the week ended with an exhilarating game of life-size clue. 
Though we’re sad to see another year go by, I’m excited to see 
what next year will bring! 

Youth Chairman, Emily Boone 

Youth Board: (L-R) Bryce Lang, Isaac Keim, Paige Heard 
(Secretary), Emily Boone (Chairman), David DeVous, Eli 

Sheffield (Alternate), Brittany Boone (Treasurer), (T-B) Kate 
Walker (Vice-Chairman), Amanda Brown (Alternate) 

Youth Group at Youth Camp in McCall, Idaho. 

Youth Group 

getting ready 

to go on  

the outing at  

Campmeeting. 

DOK Board: (L-R) Alice Day, Melanie Moore (Vice-

President), Marge Boone, Linda Palmer (President), 
Kimberly Boyd, Marilyn Sheldahl (Secretary/Treasurer)  

Daughters of the King Auctions Night 

Guest Speaker Sandy 
Jones, Publisher of 

Christian Living Magazine. Daughters of the King Booth 
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God treasures you 
more than the gold in 
the treasure chest you 
can color. Color and 
read the verse below 
to see what He did for 
you because you are 
His treasure. Turn to 
page 9 to see pictures 
of what the kids at 
Campmeeting learned 
during the Treasured 
VBS classes this year. 
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Decorations: 
Carl, Doris  
and family 

Children’s Classes Linda would like to 
thank all of those 
listed below and 
those not listed who 
stopped by and filled 
in where needed. 

Bible Time Story 
Tellers: Linda, Jodie, 
Tim, and Chloe 

Craft Helpers: 
Laura, Joyce, 
and Jessica  
Games: Earl, 
Alethea, and  
Gary 

Snacks: 
Marilyn 

and 
Doris 

Music: Brittany, Emily, 
and Paige 
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Trees were planted in memory of Mark Boyd and Lloyd Walker. Many came out 

and shared memories of the work they both did for the Lord. They will be greatly 

missed. 
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Praying this finds you well! 

Today I felt led to just open the Bible that sits on my desk and read. This is sometimes not 
recommended as some have opened to a blank page, but for me today it was another blessed 
reminder that our Lord is always present. You see, I opened to Psalms 46:1, "…God [is] our 
refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble."  I read Psalm 46 after emailing our 
ministers a list of prayer requests from our African ministers and after having a brief 
planning meeting regarding the planned trip to Kenya for the Shema Project. Our world is in 
turmoil…again, brother is against brother…again, the earth is groaning…. again, we have 
more loved ones who are ill, and our futures are uncertain…. again, but our Father is a 
VERY PRESENT help NOW as He was then and will be forevermore, hallelujah!!!  

Campmeeting was a tremendous blessing. We were greatly blessed by the volunteers who 
help before, during, and after the event. From Nathan and Doyle Palmer replacing the main 
electrical box that powers the publishing house and the RV hookups to the cooks, speakers, 
teachers, cleanup crews, and other volunteers we know this event was powered by the Holy 
Spirit and those He sent to make it happen. We had over 100 in attendance at the evening 
services, over 20 young adults enjoying the youth programs, and over 20 children in the 
children’s classes! Many connections were made and renewed as the fellowship was enjoyed. 

Time was also set aside during this year’s camp to remember two gentlemen who passed 
away in 2020, Mark Boyd and Lloyd Walker. (See pictures on page 10.) These men spent 
their last year serving the Lord whenever an opportunity presented itself and represent so 
many who have dedicated their time and resources to the Lord’s work and those currently 
doing so. The trees planted are intended to shade the playground equipment and to be 
enjoyed by all. 

In June we met and, over campmeeting, exceeded our fund-raising goal of $10,000 for the 
Shema Project! Praise the Lord! Since we have reached this goal and because our missionary 
team has changed, and will be much smaller than originally anticipated, the Board decided to 
release the funds raised for the construction of the latrine now so that they can get started on that project. An added 
blessing is the addition of the opportunity to join a local ministry to raise money to purchase sandals for all of the 
children at the orphanage! Sandy Jones, from Christian Living Magazine, is combining her knowledge of the work we 
will be doing in Kenya with her ministry connections here in Idaho. Because International produces “The Shoes that 
Grow;” these sandals can increase up to 5 sizes and are manufactured in Mombasa, Kenya.  

Even though the calendar year ends in December and our fiscal year ends at the end of May, I often feel like our “new 
year” starts for us after campmeeting. Perhaps that is because all of the activity reports of the previous twelve months are 
given at the annual business meeting. Regardless, the next twelve months are slated to be busy should the Lord not come 
first! Over 30 ministers will receive their new or renewed ministerial licenses in the next few weeks. The Fundamental 
Beliefs will be reviewed by the committee and the changes approved at the annual business meeting will be uploaded to 
the website soon. Work will continue on uploading Bible study material to the website and reviewing and updating 
tracts. We will also be working with the Ministerial Council to create a website dedicated to the ministers as well as 
helping to format and print the Ministerial Handbook. A tentative plan for the Shema Project mission trip is scheduled 
for the end of August, however much prayer is needed for the clarity of God’s plans as the restrictions caused by COVID
-19 are continuing to make travel and accessibility to supplies within the country difficult. 

As always, your prayers, articles, and pictures are forever greatly appreciated! We will use your pictures in the ACTS, 
tracts, and other material like calendars and prayer journals. We rely on articles written by readers like you to make the 
ACTS what it is. We also continue to seek writers for adult, youth, and children’s curriculum. Most importantly we 
thank you for your prayers in all of these areas. Without your support and the Lord’s guidance, we would not have done 
or be doing the things we are.  

Blessings! sf 

By Sophia Fleming 

G.C. Administrator/General Manager 

Headquarters Happenings 

July/August 2021 

"Be still, and know that I [am] God;  
I will be exalted among the nations,  

I will be exalted in the earth!"  
Psalm 46:10  
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Ministerial Council Minutes  2021 Ministerial Council Annual Meeting    
June 27, 2021 

 

• Call to order with prayer by Robert Carver at 9:10 a.m. and Steve Boone then read John 21:9-17 

• Review and approval of 2020 minutes. Minutes read by Robert Carver. Motion was made to accept minutes as read. 
m/s/a 

• Proposed revision of Ministerial Council bylaws in 2022. A review of the proposed changes was made by Steve 
Boone; however, these changes will not be available for voting on until the 2022 annual meeting due to late notice of 
their completion. 

• Update on printed Ministers Manual and announcement of Ministerial Resources website. Tom Kendrick (Chair), 
Steve Boone, Wes Higgins, Ezra Ledger and Basil Straker were on the committee to create the Minister’s Handbook. 
Those present shared about the draft copy of the book to date and its purpose and the plans to complete the book. 
Sophia shared briefly that there is a ministerial website under development that is slated for completion by the end of 
July 2021. The website will feature an online chat, a forum, the ability to collaborate on online documents and with 
future plans to offer online continued education. 

• Discussion of plans for revisions to A Declaration of Things Most Commonly Believed Among Us. Committee 
members were Terry Siddens, Les DeSouza, and Wes Higgins. Terry Siddens, Chair of the committee, shared an 
overview of the procedure for changing the declarations and proposed four statements to describe the purpose and 
planned outcome of the changes. Each statement was reviewed and some were revised. The four statements were 
then each made into a motion, voted on and approved. The final versions of the statements are saved in a separate 
document titled, “Objectives final,” which are attached to the minutes as an addendum. 

 

• Discussion of renewal of licenses for 2021. Jonathan Carson gave an update of the status of the licensee renewal. 
Currently there are 38 licensees up for renewal; 36 are eligible for renewal based on the signing of the previously 
release Code of Conduct; of the 36, 30 have replied in the affirmative. The other 8 have not responded, the deadline 
to respond is June 29th. 

• Election of officers and appointment of ex officio board members.  

• President – Steve Boone was nominated and accepted. There were no other nominees. 
• Vice-President – Nominees Les DeSouza and Tom Kendrick. Les DeSouza declined. Tom Kendrick accepted. 
• Secretary – Terry Siddens, Ezra Ledger, Les DeSouza and Wes Higgins were nominated. Terry Siddens and Les 

DeSouza declined; Ezra Ledger is not yet eligible; Wes Higgins accepted. 
• Ex officio Board Members. It was determined that Ex officio was the incorrect terminology and was determined 

that “Members at Large” would a be more appropriate title for these board members. Les DeSouza and Rodney 

Ministerial Report 

i. Three-year term. Nominees: Jonathan Carson declined; Craig Moore accepted; Rodney Boone declined; 
Motion made to accept Craig Moore as one of the three-year terms. m/s/c David DeVous accepted. 
Motion made to accept David DeVous for the other three-year term. m/s/c  

ii. One year term; Wes Higgins declined. Jonathan accepted. Motion made to accept Jonathan Carson for 
the one-year term. m/s/c 

b. Election of License & Credential Committee Members – (2 Year Terms) – Chair, Jonathan Carson (2022); 
Denrick Rose (2022); Steve Boone (Term Expiring); Les DeSouza (Term Expiring); and Craig Moore (Term 
Expiring). Motion made to accept Steve Boone; Les DeSouza and Craig Moore for the two-year terms. m/s/c 

IX.  2022 Campmeeting –  

a. Proposed Dates July 4th-9th. m/s/c 

b.  2022 Annual Business Meeting Proposed Wed, July 6th, 9:45 a.m. m/s/c 

  X.  Adjournment motion to adjourn m/s/c 4:43 p.m. 

Continued on page 5 
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Boone accepted these two positions. The “Members at Large” positions will be effective until the 2022 
Ministerial Council Annual meeting.  

• New business – Goals for 2021-2022. Due to the extended length of the meeting, it was decided that Steve Boone 
would send out an email to share thoughts on goals for the upcoming year. 

• Date of next annual meeting tentatively planned for July 3, 2022, based on the assumption that the General Council 
Campmeeting would be the week of July 4th- July 9th. 

• Adjournment with prayer by Ezra Ledger @ 12:05 p.m. MDT 
There were 21 ministers in attendance in person or via Zoom representing 5 countries. 

 
Ministerial Council Minutes Addendum: Objectives Final 
Over the last two years there have been discussions about updating the wording of the General Council document, “A 
Declaration of Things Most Commonly Believed Among Us”(DoB) . During the past year, a process was developed 
and approved for making changes to the DoB. (See addendum below.)  This includes defining the need for change, 
description of change, the development of the change, refinement of wording and approval steps. This process was used 
to initiate a proposal to review the entire DoB and update the wording to current vernacular.  
This proposal has completed the step where the General Council Board of Directors has approved the Ministerial 
Council to proceed with the process of developing proposed wording changes. (Step 1 has been completed as shown in 
the Addendum below and Step 2 is ready to proceed.) 
During the initiation process the purpose and expectations for this project were discussed in general terms.  However, 
these verbal ideas have not yet been articulated in written form to provide direction for the project effort and to form 
criteria for measuring success of the outcome. The following statement of purpose and outcomes is meant to capture the 
intent of this project and to provide those criteria. 
This document is proposed for the Ministerial Council to review and refine through editing to finalize the documented 
objectives for this project and criteria for any proposed wording changes. 

 

Proposed Purpose and Outcomes 
 (For the Review and Wording Changes to the Overall DoB) 

1. The wording of the current DoB from 1963 presented ideas in terms relatable to the times. Today they are less 
relatable to the ways that ideas are expressed in 2021. As a result, it is easy to regard them as a formality with little 
value for communicating to each other. Rewriting the DoB will focus on wording in the way these ideas would be 
articulated in common thinking today. 

2. Because controversy is occurring when alternate connotations for individual words or phrases are interpreted and 
brought up in a way that contradicts the original and intended doctrine, rewriting the DoB will work to eliminate 
wording that potentially has alternate meanings and make the doctrine ambiguous.  The scope of each statement will 
be clear and have specific meaning. 

3. Wording emphasis from the past was on the importance of accurate wording and the precise meaning of those words, 
some of which required understanding King James English, Biblical connotations, or scholarly theological terms. 
Today many church members are not interested in such language but are engaged by language that directly applies to 
spiritual living and growth. Rewriting the DoB will utilize less technical wording and provide more obvious 
application to Christian living.  

4. Ideally the DoB provides meaning for belonging to the church community. This should include all demographics and 
age groups. The current DoB is considered by some as only of interest to pastors and church leaders. It also seems to 
be of more interest to some senior members with less or no interest from younger members.   Rewriting the DoB is 
intended to address the interest level of the entire church community. The statements will embody the core message 
of what it means to be a part of the Church of God community. 

 

Addendum: 
Process to change wording in “A Declaration of Things Most Commonly Believed Among Us” 
1. If a concern about the statements comes to the attention of any member of the Council, this concern would be 

presented to the presidents of both the General Board and the Ministerial Council. The two presidents would then 
determine the merit of the concern. The General Council Board President would then present the issue to the Board 
of Directors who would then vote if needed. 

2. Should a modification need to be made a committee would meet (made up of at least one member of the Ministerial 
Council Board) to modify the statements, as necessary.  

3. The Ministerial Council Board would then review and if it approves of the modification, would then present its 
recommendation to the General Council Board. 

4. The General Council board would then review and approve the modifications.  
5. The modifications go to the General Council general session for final approval. 
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Rich Odegard Greg Wallace David DeVous Jonathan Carson 

Wes Higgins Steve Boone Allard Smith 

Sophia Fleming Steve Boone Randall Avery 
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General Council Churches of God 
(Seventh Day), Inc. 
1827 W 3rd Street 
Meridian ID 83646-1653 

Non-Profit Organization 
PAID 

Permit Number 25  
Meridian, Idaho 

Contact us: by Mail Phone: (208) 888-3380 E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org 
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org 

Questions? Call 

Tom Kendrick at 

214-395-1235 or 

Norman Boone 

at 660-888-9479. 

  

6/28 – Rich Odegard “Afraid of the Boogeyman” 

6/29 – Greg Wallace “He Set Me Free from Fear” 

6/30 – David DeVous “Be Cherished at the Table of God” 

7/1 – Jonathan Carson “Receive the Power” 

7/2 – Wes Higgins “From Fear to Freedom” 

7/3 – Steve Boone “The Samaritan Woman, The Living Water” 

7/3 – Allard Smith “What God Has Provided” 

6/29 — Randall Avery Seminar “Baptism of Power Pt 1” 

6/29 — Steve Boone Seminar “What Is Truth?” 

7/1 — Steve Boone Seminar “Who Is Spiritual?” 

7/2 — Randall Avery Seminar “Baptism of Power Pt 2” 

All Speakers Audio — MP3 Format (1 CD)  

All Speakers Video — (Multiple DVDs) 

mailto:adminasst@cogpublishing.org
http://www.actsforgod.org/

