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Our purpose: The ACTS is published by the Church of God Publishing
House to advance the Gospel message around the world and to promote
the general welfare of the Churches of God, (Seventh Day), as a whole.

Subscriptions: There is no subscription price for this magazine. It is
paid for by freewill offerings. We are a non-profit ministry and welcome
your financial participation. Donations are greatly appreciated. The
suggested donation is 54.75 or $28.50 annually. Checks may be made out
to the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.

Articles: ACTS accepts manuscripts from freelance writers. Write to us
for writer’s guidelines and a free sample copy of the magazine.

Contact Us:

General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.,
Headquarters Meridian, Idaho

1827 W 3rd St

Meridian ID 83646-1653

Phone: (208) 888-3380
Web:  www.ACTSforGod.org
E-mail: officec@ACTSforGod.org

Headquarters Staff: Administrator —Sophia Fleming, Office
Assistant— Sheryl Henderson, Project Manager —Randy Sedlacek

Summary of Our Statement of Belief —We believe:
1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter.

2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life;
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom
and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3. The means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith
in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command
to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of the Lord Jesus for the
remission of sins.

4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies.

5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments,
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on
Saturday.

6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year
at the proper and appointed time.

7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death.

8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.

Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day), is in a state of constant growth and we all have
different backgrounds, it is likely that your views may differ somewhat from those of the
authors. At any rate, these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21
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President’s Letter

March 2021

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Things have been pretty busy over the last couple of months as we are planning the 2021 Campmeeting. I am
excited by the lineup of speakers and teachers that have made the commitment to come and speak.

This year we are looking at making two trips to Kenya. One will be in late March and early April and the
second will be late August. Please visit our website (www.ACTSforGod.org) for more information.

James 5:7 NKIJV says “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See [how] the farmer

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” To

many times we get impatient with what is happening in our own lives and with the people around us. We just

need to remember to slow down and have patience for God will

provide in His own time. Ministerial Council Meeting
June 27

Meridian, Idaho

May God bless you and keep you all safe.
Earl Rice, President

To learn more co, {

General Cothcil Churches e) euj
(Seventh Day )fj |
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Are YOU God’s Servant?

by Roy L. Henderson

Recently | attended a seminar about servants for God.
Some of the principles brought out were strictly for
pastors, yet some were for any servant of God. | would
like to share some of those principles with you, and also
some things God has quickened to my mind and spirit. |
hope and pray that you will really look at yourself and
determine whether you are God’s servant, whether you
want to be, or whether you are going to be.

In 1 Corinthians 3:5-8 (KJV) we read it makes no
difference who sows the seed, it makes no difference
who waters the seed, it is God who causes the growth. If
it were not for the fact that God causes the increase, |
would tremble at the thought of doing it alone. Let’s look
closely at these verses and the principles contained within
them.

The “How To” Books

The day and society in which we live gives us all kinds of
formulas and all kinds of methods on how to do good
things-all kinds of recipes and all kinds of directions. We
have all kinds of people that have experienced all kinds of
things. | am glad that they have experienced these things
and that they have written books, pamphlets, brochures
and portfolios of what they have gone through so that it
would be easier for you and me. I'm glad for all of these
helps, but just because we have all of these formulas we
think, “Well, I've got to try it!” Yet, if we try it, and it
doesn’t work, we feel like we are a flop! We feel like a
failure! We have done something wrong! Sometimes we
spend so much time trying to find out the “formula” for
church growth, self-growth, or family growth that we
don’t have time to actually grow. We spend so much time
on how to do it that we don’t have time to do it.

In the book of Acts, the beginning chapters, we read
about the day of Pentecost. After the day of Pentecost
Peter gave a message. That message was filled with
power, “God’s Power”, and because of that message and
the outpouring of God’s spirit, the Bible says that about
3,000 souls were saved! You know What?! Peter did not
write a book, saying “This is how you add 3,000 people to
your church!”

Have you read 1 and 2 Peter? In the two books that Peter
did write, he talked about the suffering of Christ, and he
talked about the growth that you and | should have as
Christians. He also talks about the trials we are going to
have to go through and how it isn’t a “bed of roses” in
this life. He did not write a book on, “How to Preach a
Message!”, or “How to Start a Program to Get People Into
Your Church!”

Life is not stereotyped, it is not always straight, it isn’t
always level, and it isn’t always under ideal conditions. So
when we embark upon seeking how we can improve our
servitude to God, let’s keep this in mind.

Maybe you are interested in church growth. Maybe
you’re interested in improving your family situation, to
witness better and more effectively, or maybe you’re
interested in another work that you feel God wants you
to do. As you look for the way, the right way, to do it,
remember that it is God who has the final say in what is
going to happen in that situation. He is the one who
causes things to happen within your family and within
your church. There is no easy way, no quick way, no
guaranteed way of success for being a servant of God,
other than really getting down and seeking God for what
He has for your life.

It has been said that “A right heart is better than the right
method.” If you've ever tried a family worship service, a
family devotion, and you say, “Well, I'm going to spend
this much time, and I’'m going to use this particular book,”
and you think that is going to solve all your family
problems, you are mistaken. | say this because | know
from experience. A right heart is better than the right
method.

Personalized Application

Sometimes we are concerned about what God is doing for
someone else. We see someone else being what we
consider successful, and we say, “WOW! that person or
that church is really growing! God is really using them!
Why can’t we be like that?” Well, maybe God doesn’t
want us to be just like that! | would like you to consider
three important points when thinking about being a
servant of God, as we have gone over.
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1. We must realize that we are a “God-governed”
people. If we are a servant of God, we are “God-
governed.” We cannot live our own life and be a real
servant of God.

2. We must realize that we have “God-given”
opportunities. The things that come into our lives
happen to us because GOD gives us opportunities to
prove ourselves to Him!

3. We should also realize that God is the One Who
grants us the success. Whatever level of success that
we attain it is “God-granted.” It comes from God! In
realizing this, let’s not be lazy. Let’s not say,
“Whatever will be, will be.” Let’s realize that, Yes!
God does have things in control, so | need to really
seek for what God’s purpose is—in my life!”

If you have a book that could help in your marriage,
raising your children, teaching, or whatever you need
help with, glean points from that book and get down on
your knees and say: “God, You show me what You want
me to do!” You are not like that other person and that
other person is not like You. Search out God’s purpose
and plan for your life, because you’re responsible for
your opportunities.

Your Responsibilities

| would like us to notice three verses that deal directly
with God’s servants.

In 1 Timothy 4:16 (KJV) Paul is speaking to Timothy, but |
believe that if we are God’s servants, Paul is also
speaking to us. “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt
both save thyself, and them that hear thee.” If you are a
servant of God, and you want God’s will, want to help
other people, and want success in your own life, don’t
forget this verse.

Don’t ever forget about who you are, what you are, and
where you’re headed! Don’t forget about the things that
you believe in, and if you’re not sure about the things
you believe in, find out. Know what you think you know!
Yes, “Take heed to yourself,” and Paul says you’re going
to be saved and so are those that you minister to! Paul
isn’t limiting this to only preaching a sermon, or just to a
certain age group.

In Acts 20:28 (KJV), Paul is speaking to the Ephesian
Elders. All who are leaders of a Church or who think that
God is calling them to that position, consider this verse.
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath

purchased with his own blood.”

In Colossians 4:17 (KJV), Paul says to Archippus, “Take
heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord,
that thou fulfill it.” Now you say, “I’'m not a minister of
God!” Oh, you aren’t? Has God called you to do nothing?
What does it mean to minister? It means to serve other
people, and you can serve other people without speaking
to other people. You can serve other people by doing a
manual task, such as playing a musical instrument,
teaching a class, singing a song, even by typing something
that God can use. You can minister in a lot of ways, in
whatever God has given you to do. If you can do it, and
are called upon to do it, “Take heed” unto the ministry
that God has given you, that you shirk it not—that ye
fulfill it. If you do fulfill it you are going to feel good, you
are going to feel satisfied, you are going to feel that you
have accomplished something important!

Now read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-13 (KJV), | believe that the
three things we have just talked about, (1) Taking heed to
yourself and to the doctrine, (2) Taking heed to the flock,
and (3) Taking heed to the ministry, are all here in this
text. | would like for us to read it again to realize what it
is saying, because it is powerful and mighty! If you want
to become a servant of God don’t forget these 13 verses.

1 Thessalonians 2:
1. “For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto
you, that it was not in vain:

2. “But even after that we had suffered before, and
were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi,
we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel
of God with much contention.

3. “For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of
uncleanness, nor in guile:

4. “But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing
men, but God, which trieth our hearts.” (KIV)

Stumblingblocks to Being a Good Servant

Now, as we go through this portion of scripture | want us
to realize that there are really 3 main areas of our lives in
which we can experience a bad fall, spiritually! There
have been people that | felt physically, and mentally, and
perhaps even spiritually, were head and shoulders above
me. | would have felt very grateful to assist them, or be
by their side, or to learn from them. Some of them have
fallen, because of one or more of these 3 areas. In verse
3, Paul says He did not come in uncleanness, or in guile,
or deceit. Impurity in the life of a servant can cause a
failure, a fall. It doesn’t mean that you have to stay down,
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but you can really be scarred for life.

1 Thessalonians 2:
5. “For neither at any time used we flattering words,
as ye know, nor a cloak of covetousness;, God is
witness:” (KJV)

Some people enter into a ministry, or they try to excel at
what they are doing, because they are trying to make
themselves a reputation. Paul says He did not come
because He wanted to make a reputation for himself, nor
because of personal gain. One translation says, “We never
came with...a pretext for greed” (NASB 1977). Paul stayed
away from these three areas: impurity, reputation, and
personal gain (greed). Those weren’t the reasons that he
was being God'’s servant, and being used.

1 Thessalonians 2:
6. “Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet
of others, when we might have been burdensome,
as the apostles of Christ.

7. “But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse
cheriseth her children:

8. “So being affectionately desirous of you, we were
willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of
God only, but also our own souls, because ye were
dear unto us.

9. “For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail:
for labouring night and day, because we would not
be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto
you the gospel of God.

10. “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and
justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves
among you that believe:

11. “As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and
charged every one of you, as a father doth his
children,

12. “That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath
called you unto his kingdom and glory,

13. “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing,
because, when ye received the word of God which
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that believe.” (KIV)

Effective Vs. Efficient

Before we go into these verses | want you to realize that
in verse 13 Paul is saying we have done all this so that
what we have told you will work in your lives. Paul wasn’t
just after a message to speak, he wasn’t after people to

listen and cheer him on, he wasn’t after having a real
good spiritual experience, or an emotional high! He
wanted the things that he was bringing to the people to
work in their lives! There is a difference between being
effective and efficient. | believe Paul wanted his efforts to
be effective. To be effective means that you are actually
living the purpose that God has for your life! Sometimes
we can be so efficient that we are not effective, whether
it be in a church service, or in our personal life. The real
purpose is not there, and the purpose then is centered on
how to do it, not on what we are doing!

If you are placed in a position to witness to somebody,
don’t just do all the right motions. Witness to them so
that they know that you have Someone inside you that
you want to share! That’s being effective! If you want
church growth, don’t always be concentrating on how we
are going to do it. SET a goal and go to it. That’s being
effective!

Paul says in verse 7, “But we were gentle among you,
even as a nurse cherisheth her children” (KJV). Another
translation says as a “nursing mother.” Can anyone have
any more love than that? Paul says that is the way he felt
towards others. We have to realize to be a servant we
can’t just tell somebody something, and say “There it is!”
If you are not sincere and interested in them, they are
going to know it. Paul was genuinely interested in those
he was in service for!

| wonder, sometimes, if we feel the fullness, and, yes, the
weight of the responsibility that we have as a servant of
God! Paul said he was willing to work night and day to
give himself completely to help others walk worthy of
that kingdom that we are called to enter into.

Gospel Not Meant to be Entertaining

The world has a game that it likes to play. It's
Entertainment! The world likes to get people’s attention,
and it does, because it gives them excitement and feeling,
even if it is temporary. As a servant of God it is not our
business to entertain! The gospel was never made to be
entertaining! A famous preacher was once asked, “Why
don’t you bring more humor to the pulpit?” He said, “I
don’t find anything funny about it!” | am not talking
against humor. Humor in an appropriate place can be
used effectively, but | don’t believe the pulpit is the place
for it. The gospel is sad! I’'m not saying that the message
of eternal life through Jesus is a sad message. But, if you
are a servant of God, you are going to feel some weight
because you are going to realize that the people that you
are around, even brothers and sisters, have needs in their
lives; and you are going to realize that there are a lot of
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people that have rejected that message! In this respect,
the Gospel is sad, it is weighty, and it is obligating. Do you
want to be a servant of God?

Don’t Neglect Those Close to You

| want to share just a few final thoughts with you. So
many times, we, as God’s servants, can get so caught up
in helping other people that we neglect those that are
really close to us. A successful pastor, for 27 or 28 years,
recently shared that he was sorrowful because some of
his children had been neglected by him. He now realizes
that it is not just the amount of time spent with children
or others in the family. There are people who, because of
their occupation, are away from home for months at a
time, and yet don’t neglect their families. Why? It goes
back to what Paul is saying in 1 Thessalonians 2:8. When
you have those times with your family and loved ones,
even just a few moments, share yourself! Share who you
are! This pastor shared that there had been times when
he was home, and yet he wasn’t there. He was
preoccupied with something else, thinking about
something else, thinking that people were demanding
things of him, when really they weren’t. We, too, can be
there, and not be there. Share yourself!

Analyze Yourself

All of us are made individually and uniquely. All of us have
strengths and weaknesses. Analyze your strengths! Find
out what they are. If you don’t know, ask others to help
you. You'll be surprised what others see in youl!
Remember, God sees you, not only as what you are now,
but what you can be! Get down on your knees and ask
God to reveal to you the areas he wants to use you in. To
channel what you can do, into His ministry, into being a
real servant of His. Also, ask God to help you with your
weaknesses, and to overcome your problems, but don’t

forget your strengths, and you can be effective for God!
Sometimes we look at ourselves and put ourselves so far
down that we can’t get up because we are always
concentrating on the things we can’t do!

In John 15:2-6 we read about bearing fruit as a branch.
The branch that doesn’t bear fruit is going to be pruned,
and if it still doesn’t bring forth good fruit, it is going to be
cast into the fire.

In Matthew 25:14-30 we have the parable of the talents.
We read about those who do something with what God
has given them (remember we talked about
opportunities). It also tells about those who don’t (maybe
busy looking at somebody else). In verse 30 it says,
“cast...the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Are you a
profitable servant of God?

In Matthew 25:23 we read, “His Lord said unto him, well
done, good and faithful servant: Thou hast been faithful
over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Analyze your life. Are
you really a servant of God? Do you want to be a servant
of God?

| don’t want to be a servant who is left on the outside,
cast out, weeping, wailing, and knashing my teeth,
knowing that | have “blown it!” | have tried-something so
hard yet missed the whole point!—working in all kinds of
vineyards and leaving my own neglected. | want to be the
servant that hears my Lord say, “Well done! Because you
have been a good and faithful servant, and you have been
faithful over the few things that I’'ve put you over, enter
into the joy of thy Lord!” We all have that choice! | hope
that, in some way, these few words may help someone be
the servant of God that God wants them—wants all of
us—to be! ™R

Anita Mae Fauth
August 27, 1937—1January 13, 2021

Anita married Leroy Fauth in
1956. They had two sons, Steve
and Andrew, 11 grandchildren,
and 8 great grandchildren. Anita
was a devoted mother, a good
cook and excellent seamstress.
She was a bookkeeper for 50
years. She was a lifelong member
of the Church of God Seventh
Day. Her faith was always very
important to her.

Do you quilt, embroider, knit,
crochet, paint, sew, bake or shop?
Do you have any items (new or gently
- used) you could donate to the DOK
' booth or auction at Campmeeting?
g ~ Start planning now for what you can
d

. onate. Previous funds raised have been ks
' used to support missions, buy kitchen
‘= supplies, support children’s classes,
©°  and organize the Women’s Tea &
= other events at Campmeetlng
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Helping Others

The winter night had closed in earlier than
usual, it seemed, and the gray sky, which the
Nelsons had noticed earlier, promised snow
during the night. The next morning the ground
was covered by several inches of snow, and the
storm was getting to be a regular blizzard with
much wind to drift the snow and close the roads.
As night approached, Mrs. Nelson became
concerned for the people who lived outside the
little mountain community of Lanville. The little
village lay in a valley with mountains -all around.
Many people who lived in the hills had cattle
ranches.

One family especially came to Mrs. Nelson’s
mind. They were a young couple, with two small
children, who had just moved to the hills the past
summer. They were trying to run a ranch but
lacked a lot of necessary equipment. She knew
with the roads blocked they would have no way to
get to town, as they had no sled or horses like
most of the ranchers had.

As bedtime approached, Sandra Nelson, the
seven-year-old daughter of the family said,
“Mother, let's pray for the people who are
stranded in the hills tonight!”

Mother was happy to know her little girl cared
about others. Taking her in her arms she hugged
her and said, “Yes, Sandra, we’ll pray, and
tomorrow, God willing, we'll hitch old Babe to the
sleigh and go up to the Cooper’s place to see if
they are all right.” On hearing this, Sandra knelt
down, said her prayers, and got into bed.

The next morning after breakfast Daddy got
the sled ready, and Mother took groceries,
blankets, and everything she could think of that a
snowbound family might need. The sleigh ride in
itself was a joy. Everything was beautiful. The
trees were covered with snow. Even the weeds
were pretty and looked like frosty scenes in a
fairyland picture. Suddenly, Sandra caught sight
of several deer standing beside the road.

“There must be lots of snow higher in the
hills,” said Daddy. “The deer are coming down to
find food.”

by Edna Palmer

Sandra felt very sad thinking about the wild
animals that must be suffering for food. Daddy
told her the Game Department of the Government
was supposed to furnish food for the deer, and
that many of them came right into the herds of
cattle and ate hay with them. As the sleigh went
on, Sandra’s mind turned to other things and
soon the Cooper’s buildings came into view.
Smoke was coming out of the chimney, but the
cattle were bawling as though they wanted
attention. Daddy knocked on the door and Mrs.
Cooper opened it. She was holding her little girl,
and the little boy, about a year older, was right
beside her. Daddy told her who he was and asked
if they were all right. A look of relief passed over
her face. Then she said, “You must be an answer
to prayer. When my husband, Larry, was doing
chores last night, he slipped and fell. This
morning, he isn't able to stand on his leg, let
alone take care of the cattle. I can't leave the
children and go out and do the chores.”

Daddy went in to see Mr. Cooper and told him
to get ready to go to the doctor while he did the
chores. Meanwhile, Mother Nelson helped Mrs.
Cooper do up her work and get the children ready
for the sleigh ride into town.

The doctor said the leg was badly sprained
and that Mr. Cooper would have to stay off of it
for several days. Mr. Nelson told him not to worry,
that he would do the chores during this time.

“It is so wonderful to know we have a
heavenly Father who hears our prayers,” said Mrs.
Cooper on the ride home. I know He used you
folks as an answer to my prayers.”

After getting home, Sandra was very quiet and
thoughtful. Finally, she said, “I see now. When we
pray for someone, we must ask God to help them,
and then try our best to help them, too. If we are
God’s children, He expects us to help wherever
we can.”

Sandra never forgot this lesson, and although
she is older now, she knows it is God’s desire for

her to help others whenever she can.
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Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Week 16
[ ] John 11

What does this passage m><.w
P - [] Luke17:11-18:14

Who are the main characters in ﬁ:_.m set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

720 ~wg-—————— .
What should I do to OBEY _ What should I SHARE with
it? _ others?
How can these verses apply to . Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in

_ _
_ _
_ _
_ your life? _
_ || your life? Look for opportunities
_ || toshare your story and how this
_ || story came to life for you with
| How does obeying these biblical || someone you spend time with.
truths change your perspective _
on how you serve/love your _
neighbor? |
| Share this biblical principle with
| your words or by your example.
| Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
| our strongest witness to those

| around us.

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Week 9

[] Matthew 9
What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of [ ] Matthew 10
L]
[]

verses or who are these verses written to?
Matthew 14

Mark 6
What stands out to you as you read these verses?

[] Luke9:1-7

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

r—— S L e — .
_ What should I do to OBEY What should I SHARE with

_ it? others?

_ Does this story remind you of a

_ q%r,_\,“ mw%u%mmm verses apply to similar experience you had in

to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with

_

_

_

_

_ your life? Look for opportunities
|

| someone you spend time with.

_

_

_

_

| truths change your perspective
_ on how you serve/love your
_

_

_

_

neighbor? Share this biblical principle with

_

_ your words or by your example.
| Sometimes the change in our

| attitudes and behavior can be

| our strongest witness to those

_

_
_
_
_
_
_
How does obeying these biblical _
_
_
_
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_
_
|| around us.
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Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and Week 14
prepare you to receive His message.

[] Luke 12
What does this passage SAY? Luke 13
Who are the main characters in this set of [ Luke
verses or who are these verses written to?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

720 ~wg-—————— .
What should I do to OBEY _ What should I SHARE with
it? _ others?
How can these verses apply to . Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in

_ _
_ _
_ _
_ your life? _
_ || your life? Look for opportunities
_ || toshare your story and how this
_ || story came to life for you with
| How does obeying these biblical || someone you spend time with.
truths change your perspective _
on how you serve/love your _
neighbor? |
| Share this biblical principle with
| your words or by your example.
| Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
| our strongest witness to those

| around us.

FE— ~
Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and Week 11
prepare you to receive His message.
[ ] Matthew 16
What does this passage SAY? Mark 8
Who are the main characters in this set of [ Mar
verses or who are these verses written to? [] Luke 9:18-27
[] Matthew 17
What stands out to you as you read these verses? [ Mark 9
[] Luke 9:28-62

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

r—— S L e — .
_ What should I do to OBEY What should I SHARE with

_ it? others?

_ Does this story remind you of a

_ q%r,_\,“ mw%u%mmm verses apply to similar experience you had in

to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with

_

_

_

_

_ your life? Look for opportunities
|

| someone you spend time with.

_

_

_

_

| truths change your perspective
_ on how you serve/love your
_

_

_

_

neighbor? Share this biblical principle with

_

_ your words or by your example.
| Sometimes the change in our

| attitudes and behavior can be

| our strongest witness to those

_

_
_
_
_
_
_
How does obeying these biblical _
_
_
_
_
_
_
|| around us.
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Annual Business Meeting Agenda Items

The General Council Board approved a motion from the Ministerial Council to present the following statement change
to the Articles of Faith at the General Business Meeting during Campmeeting 2021.

Proposed Wording It was tasked by the Council Body at the
6. MAN’S SALVATION 2020 Annual Business Meeting as follows:

We believe that man is in a state of corruption and cannot excerpt from 2020 business meetin
save himself. Therefore, God in His love for mankind has ( b 9

provided a way of salvation for him through Jesus Christ. It is mmUteDS ) f ible ch .
a free gift and cannot be earned. This gift of salvation leads a. ISCUSS of a possibie change In
to a life of conversion, repentance, baptism and receiving of Article XI O_f the By-laws to tighten
the Holy Spirit, the very heart and mind of God. (Mark the regulations on who can vote or
16:16; Acts 2:38; John 3:16; Luke 3:21-22; Heb 8:10) are considered registered members.
Current Wording Motion made to alter Article XI to
6. MAN’S SALVATION clarify voting privileges and parts of
We believe that man in his state of depravity can not extricate Articles Il and IV regarding
himself and therefore God provided salvation free to all those members in good standing. m/s/c
who, in this life and this age, accept it on the conditions i. Motion made to have any

imposed, which conditions are simple; namely, turning from
sin, repenting before God, exercising faith in our Lord Jesus volunteers g0 to the Board and
Christ and His precious blood, making restitution where the Board_W|II create a

possible, and obeying the command to be baptized in the name subcommittee to create an

of the Lord Jesus and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. A life update of the by-laws. m/s/c

of consecration to Christ and obedience to His commandments
must follow in order to obtain eternal life. (John 3:16; | After review and consideration of the

2 Corinthians 6:2; Luke 13:25-28; Acts 238) current by_laws it was determined by the
appointed bylaw committee that it was not

Other changes/additions are being considered by the ot
Ministerial Council Board for possible approval by the General necessary to amend them at this time due

Council Board to be presented at the General Business Meeting to the _Ianguage in Article XI that requires
during Campmeeting 2021. all registered names to be approved.

Ehiistianiouth

NORTHWEST YOUTH CAMP MIDWEST

Hey, everybody! We have some great news for all of you. Northwest YOUTH
Youth Camp is going to happen this summer. Come hang out with us at
YWAM Cascade, June 23rd through the 27th. They have used the past C AMP
year to work on the camp and there are several changes, including a new
cabin, along with remodeling the old cabins. This year, we will be Midwest Youth Camp

inviting a new special guest an(mihef Jake Bowman. He and his

team will be cooking for us th nd we are excited to see what is JulySSu it

delicious meals he will be making us. We would also like to say a big Oak Christian Camp in
welcome and thank you to the returning teacher, Jeremy Slawson. He is Moberly, MO. You can

an outgoing person who loves to make his classes interesting and fun. ~ contactusat

We hope many of you will be able to come and join us for a fun and Q‘M@gw
adventurous (but safe) time. More information will be available soon. If ~for more information.

you have any questions, please email us at cog7thdayyouth@gmail.com.
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Daugtitevs of the Jitng

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We pray you find the following blog
submitted by Amelia Kelly encouraging. May God richly bless you! Linda Palmer

ESESAS S SIS S S S S S S SS S SSSSSSASASASASAH

(1 When the Storm Hits, God has a )
l Hiding Place for You. Ny

Sadness.

{d Disappointment.
{d Fear and anxiety.

{d All of it can feel so consuming.

Like a thick blanket that covers your eyes, making it feel impossible to see beyond.
{d I’'m not going to tell you there is a quick fix when you’re dealing with hard emotions. There is no magical cure. ‘]
{d But I will tell you that when sadness hits, there is a place for us to run where we will be met with whispers of ‘l

hope.

{d When fear sneaks in, there is a place we can bring it where we will be met with peace. ‘]

{d When disappointment covers our life, we can escape to a place where we can see life from a different ‘l

{d perspective. ‘]
This place?

{d It’s one God created just for you and Him. ‘l

{d It’s a secret spot, where you can find refuge and safety. Even when a storm is happening around you. ‘l

{d Even if the fear is debilitating or the sadness is like weights on your chest. ‘]
Psalm 32:7 says, “You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of

{d deliverance.” ‘l

m We have a hiding place IN God. u

{d This place holds a sense of security and comfort that we can’t find in this world. ‘l

{d It’s here that we find a reprieve. It’s here we can lay all our junk out and know full well it’s not too heavy for ‘]
God.

{d How comforting is that? ‘l

{d It’s not just a nice thought, friends. ‘]

{ d We really do have access to this realm. ‘l
To this place.

{d We need only to quiet our minds from the world so we can step into it. ‘l

{d But it’s always accessible, and God is always happy to have us. In fact, we will be met with His song sung over ‘]
us

{d 1t’s like getting a glimpse into heaven. ‘l

{d Ask God to show you. ‘]

m Take the time to dwell with Him in this place. It’s so worthwhile. u

{d It might not change the storm around you, but it will give you the strength and faith to withstand the wind and ‘]
waves.

{d It’s not a “quick fix”, but being in this place will radically transform your heart. ‘]

{d ~Kelli Bachara, The Unraveling Blog www kellibachara.com/blog ‘]
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Patience

There is a saying of Patience is a Virtue. This saying is
as true today as it was when it was said.

The main scripture | am using is James 1:2-4. “* My
brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various
trials, >knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience. *But let patience have [its]
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking nothing.” God sometimes has to put us
through the grinding mill to allow us to be churned
and burned in order to bring out the right character
in us. Too often we want an answer right away when
we are in prayer with GOD. We pray and then expect
to get an answer right away. However, GOD answers
in HIS own time. We just have to be patient.

About a year and a half ago, | started looking for a
new job. | was wanting to get one in the Boise or
Meridian area so that | could move back to that side
of the valley. | prayed that | would get a new job. |
applied at the VA hospital to be a Safety Coordinator
there. This is a job that | really wanted because it
allowed me to help other veterans. | also applied to
be an OSHA inspector at the same time. After about
3 weeks, and not hearing anything, | called on the VA
job. | was told that my resume wasn’t even
forwarded to Selection because the union there
required them to look at internal candidates first and
that there had been an internal candidate. | was
frustrated and down that | didn't get that
opportunity. | then went online and looked at the
OSHA job to see where | was. | had not made the top
10 to be interviewed. Again, | was down that | didn’t
get that job. | then applied for a safety position at a
large grocery store corporate headquarters. | was
one of the lucky that got selected to have an in-
person interview. At the interview, | found out that
the position was for the number two spot in the
safety program for all of that company. | didn’t get
the job, but | had felt better because at least | had
gotten to be interviewed. | then applied for a job
with another company as a Safety Coordinator.
Originally, | thought that it was at the corporate

By: Earl Rice

headquarters in Boise. | was happy when | got the
call to setup a phone interview. It was during this
phone interview that | found out the position was at
their Homedale plant. | had not looked closely
enough at the ad when | applied. | made it through
the phone interview and was asked to come to an in-
person interview. | went into the interview and was
nervous about it after it was done. | received a call
an hour later saying that they were going to offer me
the job. It took me having patience and perseverance
to get the job | now have. It wasn’t instantaneous
and it wasn’t without it’s bumps. However, GOD had
a plan and He wanted me to stay in the Homedale
area for a reason. Now | just have to wait and find
out exactly what it is that He wants me to do.

Our spiritual walk and our live are like my story. You
have times when you feel knocked around and
wonder if GOD is listening and if HE is going to
answer. We just need to have patience and trust that
HE will answer in His time. Romans 5:3 says, “And
not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing
that tribulation worketh patience.” Paul is telling the
Romans that we need to take the “hard knocks” we
get in our lives and learn from them and once we do
that we gain patience. It is the tribulations that help
us grow and to gain the patience we need.

About three weeks ago, | went to a basketball game
with a group of friends. When the game got over
with, we hurried to our vehicles because we wanted
to beat the traffic. We were all planning on meeting
up to grab something to eat. | was the only one that
had parked in the garage. When | went to leave, |
was at the start of the line. | was held up in the line
of cars as we were all trying to leave. | saw people
walk by and then get into their cars that were parked
around. As | was just at the turn to go down the next
section this section of the parking lot was about 80%
full. The people who had walked past and gotten in
their cars were now backing out and forcing their
way into the line by either backing into the line of
traffic or they would get turned around and then just
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start merging into the line. When | was able to get
down the section about 4 cars down, there was a car
that was right next to the front of my truck that put
their vehicle in reverse and then honked their horn. |
was stuck where | was because of the vehicles
behind me and the vehicles in front of me. They
honked at me every couple of minutes because they
were impatient and wanted to back out. By the time
| was able to move, there were only 3 vehicles left in
that section of the lot. This was very frustrating
because we were all trying to leave, and all those
people did was make it go slower for everyone.

Too many times in our walk we are in the same
situation. We are trying to get to a point in our walk,
but something happens to slow us down. We need to
take these times and learn from them and let it
increase our patience.

In Romans 15:5-7 it states:

“® “Now the God of patience and
consolation grant you to be likeminded
one toward another according to Christ
Jesus: ®That ye may with one mind
[and] one mouth glorify God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7Wherefore receive ye one another, as
Christ also received us to the glory of
God.” (KIV)

We need to be like our Saviour Jesus Christ and have
patience one for another. Each and everyone of us
are on a path with our walk for our salvation. Some
of us are farther ahead than others. We have to have
patience with each other and be a beacon for those
that may be lost or may have strayed from the path.

We have to have the patience in our heart and soul
that we will not give up on them but will be
supportive of them and continue to pray for them.

Look at the trials that you have had in your life and
what you have learned from them. Then look at how
you have become more patient because of those
trials. I would then challenge you to look around and
find someone that you see who is struggling and go
to them and lift them up and teach them what you
have learned from your trials. &R
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Headquarters Happenlngs “Creativity can take on new forms of expression and hu-

Mar/Apr 2021 man insight can produce fresh fruit with each age, but
By Sophia Fleming none of us begin with a blank sheet of paper! We are in

G.C. Administrator/General Manager the middle of the story.”*

Today, | received the information for the upcoming Midwest “We walk by faith, not by sight” Family Camp to
add to the ACTS and our www.ACTSforGod.org Events page. As | was reading through the information, | was
struck by the above statement taken from the Song Story of the inspiration behind the hymn. Mainly the last
line, “We are in the middle of the story.”

How often do we come into a new job or a new relationship or a new situation and look at it as just that —
“new” when in fact it is anything but new? How much differently would we handle ourselves and the
situation if we realized that we are only in the middle of the story, things have happened before us that have
shaped what we have come to and we need to not be arrogant and assume we are the be all end all, there is
more to come. Now, we need to respect and seek out what has happened and then ask ourselves, “How can
we contribute to the future?”

The philosophy of being part of the middle of the story has been shaping our work in the mission field. Too

often Westerners come into countries like Kenya with the intention to “set them straight” with no

knowledge or respect for the heritage and history of those they came to “serve.” When we go into the

mission field to serve we need to realize that we are only part of the story that the Lord is writing in that

area. We should, and do, feel privileged to be just that —only a part of the story. The end goal of all mission

work should be to Jom God in what He has done and is doing, and celebrate with His people in what He will
o~ do, often when He has moved us onto another story board.

| believe this same philosophy also needs to transcend into all areas of
the ministry work of the Council and is yet another aspect of local
autonomy. If we are updating the website with study material, it
should be to support other groups to grow in their story. If we are
invited to speak as a guest speaker, we need to respect the group that
we are speaking to and the heritage that brought them together,
realizing that we may have an influence on the groups’ future, but we
are not the end result of its existence. This is humbling, but true. We
need to ask ourselves what gifting we have that God wants us to use
to help complete the story.

Above: Josko Kibet training ministry
leaders in Sotik, Kenya on how to use
the General Council website to

download Bible study materialsand | \We also need to not assume that just because there is history, that the
other information. (Feb/2021) end of the story is at hand. God brought you into the story, at this time,
for a reason. Are you contributing to the end of the story or just waiting to see what will happen?

| have heard many discussing end times, and how it shouldn’t be long now until Jesus comes again. The fact
is that according to Global Frontier Missions, “It is estimated that of the 7.75 billion people alive in the world
today, 3.23 billion of them live in unreached people groups with little or no access to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.”? Jesus was very clear in Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” (emphasis added).

One of those 3.23 billion people may be your neighbor, the clerk at the store, or someone a 24-hour plane
ride from your home. What middle of the story is God calling you to be in? sf

! https://store.gettymusic.com/us/song/by-faith/

2 https://globalfrontiermissions.org/gfm-101-missions-course/the-unreached-peoples-and-their-role-in-the-great-

commission/
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t0 {0 7o 555 Project

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, ...” James 1:22 KIV

Shema, in Hebrew, means—hear.

During the December 2020 mission trip we heard and saw the needs
at the orphanage and school directed by Maina and Ruth Obwocha. In
an effort to do more, two mission trips are being organized for 2021.
One trip is planned for end of March and another in August.

We invite you to join us in:

o Prayer! Please join us as we pray for
guidance, safety, and fulfilling the needs of
these sweet children of God!

o Funding! We have a funding goal of

$10,000 by April 1st to fund building beds,
o oor, a latrine, and a few miscellaneous projects
sometimes two or at Shema Academy as funds and time
L L s allow. Additional funds will be needed for
the missionaries’ travel expenses.

« Volunteering! There is room for you to join us on the August  |ynable to complete it
trip. No skill required, but if you can lift a shovel of sand or help  |due to lack of funding.

sew new uniforms or bedding, we could use your help!

For more information or to donate: Go to www.ACTSforGod.org
Or contact our office at: 1827 W 3rd Street, Meridian ID 83646,
208-888-3380, office@ACTSforGod.org
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, not by sight” 2 Corinthians s:7

You are invited to attend Midwest Family Camp 2021, August 2
through 7 at Camp Sharon on the Lake of the Ozarks near Gravois
Mills, Missouri. This year’s camp theme is “We Walk by Faith, not
by Sight” based on the song “By Faith” by Keith and Kristyn Getty.

The song “By Faith” is written with Hebrews 11 in mind. The
songwriters point out that we stand on the shoulders of those
believers who have gone before us and we build on their founda-
tion. They say, “Our culture is so fixed on chasing what’s most
current that we often miss seeing how God has worked in past
generations...Creativity can take on new forms of expression and
human insight can produce fresh fruit with each age, but none of
us begin with a blank sheet of paper! We are in the middle of the
story. As God’s people, we need to lean on those who’ve gone
before us.” This is your invitation to join us as we grow in faith,
while leaning on those believers who have gone before us!

Who is welcome? Midwest Family Camp is an opportunity for
individuals and families with like beliefs to join together in fellow-
ship to discuss their faith and current issues common to all.

When is Midwest Family Camp? It will be held from August 2

through 7. Camp officially starts with supper at 5 p.m. Monday,
August 2 and ends on Sunday morning, August 8. The first service
is at 7 p.m. on August 2. The last service is at 7 p.m. on August 7.
Campers are welcome to arrive at camp on Sunday afternoon,
August 1. This year, the outing will be held on Monday and will
feature a BBQ lunch.

Where is it held? Midwest Family Camp is held at Camp Sha-
ron, Gravois Mills, Missouri. The camp is located on the beautiful
Lake of the Ozarks. Facilities, including sleeping rooms, are air-
conditioned. The worship center has handicap accessibility. Swim-
ming and boating are available. Campsites are also available for
campers and tents at an additional cost.

How much does it cost? Camp costs are about $125 per per-
son for the entire week. Camp expenses are paid by freewill offer-
ings. Campers are encouraged to contribute what they are able to
pay.

How do we get there? Camp Sharon is in south central Mis-
souri on the west side of the Lake of the Ozarks off Highway 5. The
address is 29622 Camp Sharon Road, Gravois Mills, Missouri.
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