
Marriage Vows 
We are here today to join this man and this woman in marriage. Marriage is a sacred 

union of a man and a woman as confirmed by our Lord in Matthew 19:4-6. He answered “Have 
you not read that he who made them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, 
‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer Iwo but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man put asunder.” 

God established marriage because he didn’t consider it good for the man to be alone. It 
follows then that a husband and a wife are intended to (in a sense) complete one another. They 
ought to mutually help and comfort each the other. And finally marriage is the framework in 
which children are to be conceived and born. Genesis 2:18 Then the LORD God said “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Genesis 1:28 And God 
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it.” 

So we see that the source of, and authority for, marriage is God Himself. Originally this 
sacred union was made manifest directly by God. Today it is made known by His word as 
preserved in the bible. 

There are certain symbols associated with marriage. Each symbol serves to strengthen 
our understanding of, our recognition of, and our performance in ... marriage. First, in the 
exchanging of vows a public proclamation is made that a Holy Contract has been entered. This 
proclamation is also a means to share the joy of love and receive the support of family and 
friends. Second, the woman takes the man’s name as God’s people take His name. And as God’s 
people are to be one with Him so the man and the woman are to become one also. Ephesians 
5:30-33 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one 
flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let 
every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself and the wife see that she reverence 
her husband. Finally, there is in the exchanging of rings a perpetual reminder of God, of Love, 
and of Devotion. The rings are made of what is known as a precious metal. However, the 
substance of these symbols is far more precious. God, Love, and Devotion are beyond price! The 
rings are also a declaration of your sacred contract to everyone you meet. A statement of 
satisfaction with your mate and with yourself and with your God. 

Repeat after me 
I (Groom) take this woman as my wife. I acknowledge her as my God-given mate. I will 

love her as God loves His people and as Christ loves His church. I will forsake all others, mother 
and father, brother and sister, friend or foe, on her behalf. I will seek to lead by service and honor 
her as I would be honored by her. I will be slow to anger and quick to praise, acknowledging her 
as my equal before God. With this ring as a symbol, I declare these statements are true before 
God, (Bride), and those present. 

Repeat after me 
I (Bride) take this man as my husband. I acknowledge him as my God-given mate. I will 

love him as God has declared in His word that a wife should love her husband. I will forsake all 
others, mother and father, brother and sister, friend or foe, on his behalf. I will seek to support 



his headship by mutual service and leadership. I will always honor him as I would be honored by 
him. I will be slow to anger and quick to praise, acknowledging him as my equal before God. 
With this ring as a symbol, I declare these statements are true before God, (Groom), and those 
present. 

This man and this woman have exchanged vows of marriage before God and all present 
declaring their intent to marry, and no impediments to those vows are known. Therefore, I 
declare by the authority granted to me as a pastor of the Church of God that this man and this 
woman are united by God, as one, in marriage. Congratulations Mr. and Mrs. (Groom’s last 
name). It is traditional to seal this contract with a kiss. 


