
Baptism 

When 
Upon repentance and acceptance of Jesus as Savior 
(Acts 2:38 NIV) Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Not after fully indoctrinated 
(Acts 2:41 NIV) Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 

How 
By full immersion in water as if being buried 
(Acts 8:38-39 NW) And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. (39) When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see 
him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 

Clean water preferred 
In the name of Jesus 
(Acts 10:48 NIV) So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are not names 
In a language understood by the one being baptized 

By Whom 
Any mature baptized member of the body of Christ 
(Mat 28:19-20 NW) Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20) and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 

A Few Thoughts 
Baptism is, in some ways, like a funeral and a birth and a wedding. In baptism we are 
buried and reborn. We become a part of the church which is referred to as the bride of 
Christ. At a funeral we exhibit reverence, at a birth we exhibit awe, and at a wedding we 
exhibit joy. And, we are expected to act and dress appropriately on these occasions. 
There is a certain common protocol that we observe. No one would go to a funeral or a 
wedding dressed shabbily. No one would have a funeral or a wedding in a place that 
didn’t show great respect for the event. Is a baptism worth any less concern? 


