
Graveside service template for believer 
 
 

Name of decedent and details: 
 
Prelude: 
 
On behalf of the _______ family, I welcome you here today.  We have gathered here 
today to praise God for His goodness, to be a witness of our Christian faith, and to 
celebrate and honor the life of Brother/Sister ________. 
 
Scripture: Psalm 23 (K.J.V). 
 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his names’ sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me: thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou annointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
 
Obituary:  
Read the obituary 
 
Prayer: 
Our hearts are grieving with those who are hurting, for those who have lost loved ones, 
for those who are suffering today at the loss of ______. We ask that you would be their 
Comforter, that you would cover them with your grace and mercy, surrounding them in 
peace during this dark time. 
We thank you that you alone are our Refuge, our Strong Tower, our Defender, and our 
Peace. We thank you that no matter what we face, you are still on the throne, you are still 
in control, and that no evil can ever stand against you. It will be defeated, it will not win. 
For you alone have won the final victory, and the enemy’s days are numbered. 
Thank you God that you are surely with us…thank you that you care…thank you that 
your Presence is close…and that you weep with those who weep.  We need you. We 
know and believe beyond any doubt, that your power and love will never fail. In Jesus' 
Name we pray, Amen. 
 
 
Solo or congregational music:  
 
Devotional Message: The twenty-third Psalm 
 
Message ending: 
We have gathered in this hour, not only to grieve the death of ______, but to give thanks 
to God for Brother/Sister _______’s life among us and for his/her hope of eternal life 



with God in his kingdom. 
 
We have gathered, not only to mourn over how different lives will be without him/her, 
but to give thanks to God for how full life was when he/she was here.  
 
We have gathered, not only to consider the shortness and uncertainty of life on earth, but 
to give thanks to God for his gift of eternal life in his kingdom to come.  
 
Use this time to give thanks to God for the hope of eternal life that we all have through 
the sacrifice of God’s own son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ our Lord, who is the good 
shepherd of all the saints both living and dead.  Use this time, if you don’t know about 
this hope and if you don’t have a personal knowledge of the Savior, to search and 
discover what He is all about.  We may not have tomorrow.  
 
Prayer: 
 
Dear Father, we thank you for your mercy and your goodness towards us, in that while 
we were sinners, you gave us your Son as a way to learn about you and walk with us. 
May you remind us of your Son as we go through each day. In Jesus Name, Amen. 



COMMITTAL SERVICE 
 
I Corinthians 15:51-55 
 “Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep; but we shall all be changed, 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: DEATH IS 
SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. 
O death where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?” 
 
_______ is not here. The body that lies before us is but the earthly tabernacle, the house 
in which _____ lived among us for a time.  Tenderly and reverently, we commit that 
house to the grave, to God who gave it, waiting for the day when both the spirit and the 
body shall again be united at the coming of the Lord. 
  
I Thessalonians 4:16-18 
16  “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 
17  “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
18  “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 
                                              
 
COMMITTAL PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we thank You this day for Your precious, eternal, and unchanging 
Word.  We thank You that You are, to us, the Rock of Ages and the great I AM. 
In the midst of our natural sorrow, we thank You for Your supernatural comfort and 
grace. 
In the face of death, we thank You for Your gift of eternal life. 
In the face of separation, we thank You for the eternal reunion we so eagerly anticipate. 
We thank You for ____’s life here on this earth, and we recognize that the body that lies 
before us is not _____, but rather the house in which he/she lived.   
Father, we commit his/her body to the earth, from which our bodies were originally 
created, and we rejoice in the fact that his/her spirit is resting with You. 
We anticipate the day when spirit and body shall be united again at the coming of the 
Lord, and we find great comfort in knowing that we shall forever be together with the 
Lord. 
We thank You Father, that in the days, weeks, and months to come, these realities and the 
abiding presence of Your Spirit will strengthen and comfort _____’s friends and family. 
IN JESUS’ NAME, AMEN. 
 


