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General Council of the Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc. 

 

Working together to network churches and ministers to fulfill the Great Commission. 

 
Church Affiliation Guidelines 

 
General 
 
The purpose of this guide is to provide a general framework for affiliation of congregations and other 
ministries with the General Council Churches of God (Seventh Day), Meridian, Idaho (hereinafter 
referred to as the General Council).  Included in this guide are definitions, purposes and incentives, 
benefits, criteria, responsibilities, accountabilities, and process for affiliation with the General Council, 
as well as the bases for denial and termination of affiliation. 
 
Definitions 
 

The following define commonly used terms in this document: 
 
1. Affiliate – to connect or associate with an organization; take in as a member or branch 

subject to the guidelines, responsibilities, commitments and accountabilities described in this 
document. 

2. Congregation – members of a particular assembly of worship. 
3. Local autonomy – the right for the local church group to be self-governed within the context 

of Scripture and local laws. 
4. Minister – individual ordained and/or licensed to carry out or assist in the spiritual functions of 

a church. 
5. Ministry – an organization, function, or means for providing religious services. 
 

Purposes and Incentives for Affiliation 
 

Affiliation reflects a partnership dedicated to more effectively impact the harvest than can be 
accomplished alone, facilitating the global purpose of the Body of Christ to glorify the Father and 
bring people to the Savior through local, regional, national, ethnic/language groups and international 
ministries. Affiliation strengthens Kingdom expansion and outreach through the collaborative effort 
with the General Council and its affiliates. 
 
 A congregation or other ministry may seek affiliation with the General Council for the purposes 
of having official connection with the General Council.  Incentives for doing so may include: 
 

 Official recognition and validation by legal or governmental entities. 

 Official recognition by other religious institutions. 

 Governance (caring leadership covering), accountability and responsibility. 

 Strengthening and support (including spiritual, financial, relational, and other means). 

 Ministry opportunities. 

 Access to resources for training and education. 

 Spiritual development and growth. 

 Ministry development and growth. 

 Fellowship and encouragement. 
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 Assistance in developing and achieving goals. 
 
Benefits of Affiliation with the General Council 
 
 Benefits of affiliation include the following: 

1. Ministers of affiliated churches/organizations are eligible to apply for and receive licensing or 
credentials from the General Council. 

2. Increased credibility through church and ministerial affiliation with a national organization that 
emphasizes integrity and responsible Christian conduct. Affiliation with the General Council 
will not in any way deprive the individual church groups of local autonomy or affect the control 
of local property or funds. 

3. Churches will be able to receive guidance from other mature leaders of the General Council.  
 
Criteria for Affiliation 

 
A church/ministry desiring partnership with the General Council should: 

1. Be a viable, functional organization. 
2. Have designated leader(s). 
3. Adopt and maintain any legally required documentation as required by their respective 

governmental authorities. 
4. Submit a duly completed and signed Application for Congregational/Organizational Affiliation. 
5. Agree to build relationship with other ministries in the fellowship. 
6. Agree to actively participate in building the Kingdom of God through the General Council to the 

best of their ability. 
7. Substantively agree with the content of “A Declaration of Things Most Commonly Believed 

Among Us.” 
 
Ministry Affiliation Requirements 
 

1. The senior minister or leader of the congregation/organization desiring affiliation should obtain 
a license from the General Council. 

2. The congregation/organization will maintain its autonomy and, therefore, must have its own 
articles of incorporation, bylaws, registrations, regulations, and any other documentation 
required by its respective government. 

3. The congregation/organization must apply for affiliation.  
4. A proper system of financial recording must be present in the ministry to ensure financial 

integrity.  
5. The congregation/organization should be committed to relationship, responsibility and 

accountability to the General Council fellowship. 
6. To the extent possible, an affiliated congregation/organization should financially support the 

General Council organization. 
7. An affiliated congregation/organization should maintain periodic communication with the 

General Council by phone, letter or other available technology.  The General Council must 
receive updates of contacts and other pertinent congregation/organization information. 

8. To the extent possible, a representative from an affiliated congregation/organization should at 
least occasionally attend the annual General Council camp meeting. 

 
Affiliation Process 
 

An Application for Congregational/Organizational Affiliation (see attached) must be submitted 
to the Secretary of the General Council. The application will be reviewed by the Licensing and 
Credentials Committee and recommendation will be submitted to the General Council Board of 
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Directors for approval.  Upon approval by the General Council Board, the affiliated 
congregation/organization will be advised and a Certificate of Affiliation will be recorded and mailed to 
the affiliated congregation/organization. 

 
Denial of Affiliation 

 
The General Council reserves the right to conduct reference checks and an independent 

investigation of an organization and/or its leaders requesting affiliation.  Affiliation may be denied 
based on the following: 
 

 Falsification of information on the application. 

 Discovery of deception, misrepresentation, or fraudulent information/behavior among principal 
leaders of the organization. 

 Discovery that organization’s beliefs and practices are substantively inconsistent with 
Scripture. 

 Concurrent affiliation with another headquarters organization outside of the General Council. 
 

In the event a request for affiliation is denied, the General Council will communicate in writing 
such cause and condition(s) for which affiliation is denied.  The congregation/organization may 
contact the General Council to discuss the stated cause and/or condition(s).  Subject to discussion 
and review by the General Council Board, the Board will require a plan of action for the 
congregation/organization to remediate the cause/condition(s).  Upon completion of that plan of 
action, said congregation/organization may be reconsidered for affiliation. 

 
Termination of Affiliation 
 

Conditions for termination of affiliation are as follows: 

 Either the General Council or Affiliate may terminate the affiliation upon 30 days’ notice in 
writing to the other party. 

 Either the General Council or Affiliate may terminate the affiliation immediately upon written 
notice to the other in the event of the other’s insolvency, fraud, willful misconduct, falsification 
of information or substantial breach of the affiliation requirements. 

 The General Council may terminate the affiliation if the affiliate is substantively noncompliant 
with the mission, vision and statement of faith of the General Council.  
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 Mission and Vision Statement, Core Values 
 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
 
The General Council of the Church of God (7th day) exists to unite the different state councils, 
congregations, and isolated members of our faith into one cooperative group for the purpose of 
advancing the gospel message and promoting the general welfare of the church as a whole.  
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 
The vision of the General Council of the Churches of God is to fulfill the Great Commission by:  
• Training and equipping men and women in the Word of God to be effective leaders for the glory of 

God. 
• Conducting regular short-term international missions’ outreaches. 
• Investing in the next generation through training materials for children of affiliated churches. 
• Hosting annual meetings for the General Council Fellowship of Ministers and Churches for the 

growth of the body of Christ. 
• Providing resources for the distribution of Christ-focused literature throughout the nations. 
• Providing resources for the furtherance of missionary endeavors worldwide.  
 

CORE VALUES 
 
These core values serve as our guiding principles and foundational commitments: 
• Exalting the work of Jesus Christ. 
• Upholding the Word of God as the standard of life and ministry. 
• Training and ministering through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
• Commitment to prayer and spiritual warfare. 
• Providing an atmosphere for the growth of personal faith. 
• Fostering an attitude of giving. 
• Commitment to evangelism and world missions. 
• Commitment to strengthening the local church by providing and encouraging training to members. 
• Emphasizing a life of holiness and sanctification. 
• Commitment to the priority of family relationships.  
• Upholding the sanctity of life and valuing each child as a gift from God. 
• Affirming the biblical view of Creation. 
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General Council of Church of God (7th day) 

A DECLARATION OF THINGS MOST COMMONLY 
BELIEVED AMONG US 

 
The General Council fellowship holds to the Statement of Faith shown below while recognizing 
the diversity of beliefs among Spirit-filled Christians of scriptural integrity.   
 

1. The Bible is the inspired word of God. God the Father is the Supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of 
God, and the Holy Spirit is the promised comforter.  
 

2. In the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ: in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His victorious and atoning 
death, in His bodily resurrection late on the Sabbath day, in His ascension to the right hand of the God in Heaven, and 
in His personal return to establish His kingdom and rule this Earth in great power and glory. 
 

3. The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious blood of Jesus and 
obedience to our Lord’s command to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of Christ for the remission of sins. 

 
4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies. 

 
5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments, including the observance of the Seventh Day 

Sabbath (commonly called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on Saturday. 
 

6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year at the proper and appointed time. 
 

7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust; the just to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death. 
 

8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness. 
 

9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy and that the Bible name for the church is THE 
CHURCH OF GOD. 

 
10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

 


