
Template for funeral for service followed by graveside interment of believer 

Name and details of deceased person’s life:  
 
Prelude 
On behalf of the ______ family, I welcome you here today.  We have gathered here today 
to praise God for His goodness, to be a witness of our Christian faith, and to celebrate 
and honor the life of Sister/Brother _________. 
 
Scripture: Psalm 23 (KJV). 
 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his names’ sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me: thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou annointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
 
Obituary: 
 
Prayer: The Lord’s prayer – Matthew 6:9-13: (Please recite it with me as we pray 
together to our Heavenly Father) Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
Solo or congregational singing:  
 
Devotional Message: The twenty-third Psalm 
Introduction: For centuries the Twenty-third Psalm has been one of the most treasured 
passages in all of Holy Scripture. It is among the most familiar, so much so that even 
people who are not religious or very knowledgeable about Scripture recognize these 
words. 
Message ending: 
We have gathered in this hour, not only to grieve the death of ______, but to give thanks 
to God for Brother/Sister _______’s life among us and for his/her hope of eternal life 
with God in his kingdom. 
 
We have gathered, not only to mourn over how different lives will be without him/her, 
but to give thanks to God for how full life was when he/she was here.  
 
We have gathered, not only to consider the shortness and uncertainty of life on earth, but 
to give thanks to God for his gift of eternal life in his kingdom to come.  
 



Use this time to give thanks to God for the hope of eternal life that we all have through 
the sacrifice of God’s own son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ our Lord, who is the good 
shepherd of all the saints both living and dead.  Use this time, if you don’t know about 
this hope and if you don’t have a personal knowledge of the Savior, to search and 
discover what He is all about.  We may not have tomorrow.  
 
 Prayer: Dear Father, we thank you for your mercy and your goodness towards us, in that 
while we were sinners, you gave us your Son as a way to learn about you and walk with 
us. May you remind us of your Son as we go through each day. In Jesus Name, Amen. 
 



Interment ceremony at the graveside: 
 
John 11:25 – Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in 
me though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die. Believest thou this? 
 
Job 19:25-27 – For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: An though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another; though my reins be consumed within me. 
 
Romans 14:8,9 – For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die 
unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ 
both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. 
 
Revelations 14:13  - And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; and their works do follow them. 
 
 
Genesis 3:19 – “ In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 
 
 
COMMITTAL PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we thank You this day for Your precious, eternal, and unchanging 
Word.  We thank You that You are, to us, the Rock of Ages and the great I AM. 
In the midst of our natural sorrow, we thank You for Your supernatural comfort and 
grace. 
In the face of death, we thank You for Your gift of eternal life. 
In the face of separation, we thank You for the eternal reunion we so eagerly anticipate. 
We thank You for ____’s life here on this earth, and we recognize that the body that lies 
before us is not _____, but rather the house in which he/she lived.   
Father, we commit his/her body to the earth, from which our bodies were originally 
created, and we rejoice in the fact that his/her spirit is resting with You. 
We anticipate the day when spirit and body shall be united again at the coming of the 
Lord, and we find great comfort in knowing that we shall forever be together with the 
Lord. 
We thank You Father, that in the days, weeks, and months to come, these realities and the 
abiding presence of Your Spirit will strengthen and comfort _____’s friends and family. 
IN JESUS’ NAME, AMEN. 
 


