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[Address] 
 

In affiliation with the General Council of the Churches of God 7th Day, Meridian, Idaho, USA. 
 
 

Policy and Procedures for 
Baptism and Right-Hands of Fellowship Service. 

‘Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life’.  Romans 6: 3 – 4. 
 
Acts 2: 36-47, 8: 4-21; Galatians 3:27-28; Romans 6: 1-6; Matthew 3; 1-17; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Corinthians 
1; 2; Exodus 20:1-17; Revelations 14:12; Colossians 2:12; Acts 8:17; (Leviticus 16:21).   
 
 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism”. Ephesians 4:5 
 
 
BAPTISM 
 
General 
 
Water baptism is the hallmark of one’s public witness of accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. It is 
the entry point in the Body of Christ and the fellowship of the saints and is necessary as part of one’s 
confession and identification with Christ.  Baptism is reserved for those who have sincerely repented of 
their sins and confessed Jesus as their Savior and Lord.  Water baptism represents the death, burial and 
resurrection of the Lord and reflects the crucifixion of the old man, his burial and our rising to walk in 
newness of life. 
 
Baptism is an ordinance ordained of Christ by which one expresses his faith in Christ as the Saviour.  
 
Water baptism is a required part of the way of salvation. The desire for baptism is the natural response to 
one’s heart having been impacted by the preaching and teaching of the Word of God. 
 
(A) Personal studies prior to Baptism: 

 
The Ministry requires that candidate(s) undertake a period of study to prepare them for baptism.  This 
is usually done using material from the church’s statement of belief –“Statements of things 
commonly belief among us” of either by group or individual instruction.  It is mandatory that the 
candidate have an understanding of the Plan of Salvation, who Jesus is, the purpose and significance 
of water baptism etc. and what it means to be a member of the Body of Christ.   
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1. General review of Doctrinal Points, including the Ten Commandments. 
 
2.   The meaning of Baptism.  (Colossians 2:12; Romans 6:3-5) 

a. A spiritual rebirth 
b. Adoption into the Family of God 
c. The remission of sins.  (Acts 2:38) 
d. Laying on of hands. (Acts 6:2; 8:14-17; 19:1-6) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

 
3.  The Form of Baptism: 

a. Immersion (John 3:23; Acts 8:38-39) 
b. Symbolic of Christ's Death, Burial, Resurrection. 

 
4. Reception of the Holy Spirit - Laying on of hands. 

 
(B) The Recipient of Baptism: 
 

1. Requires the intention and desire to be baptized. ( Belief and repentance precede baptism, 
as is found in Acts 2:38 and 18:8; Mark 16:16 and Acts 22:16 
 

2. Requires that the one to be baptized is to be properly instructed prior to being baptized. 
 
3.  The one to be baptized must be fully repentant of the past sins; believe the Gospel; and accept 
Jesus Christ as a personal Saviour. (Acts 2:38) 
 
4. Age of the one to be baptized: 

a. Children - There can be no set rule about the proper age for baptism. Normally Children 
under the age of [12] are not considered for baptism. Parents of the ones to be baptized should 
be consulted to ascertain the child's preparedness for baptism.  (Little babies/infants receive no   
divine benefit from baptism; for they have not sinned.) 
 
b. Adults should be baptized as soon as possible after accepting Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour. 
 

5. Being rebaptized: 
a. I f  the Pastor/Elder that did the original baptism was a Church of God minister rebaptism is 
not required.  Salvation does not depend on the one performing the baptism but solely upon 
Christ Jesus. 
b. If the person had been baptized outside of the Church then he or she should be rebaptized in 
order to be baptized into the Body of Christ - The True Church, The Church of God. True member- 
ship in the Church is through baptism. When one is born of the water at baptism he is born into 
the Spiritual Family of God - The Church of God.  We are all "baptised into Jesus Christ."  
(Romans 6:3). 
 

6. In the event that the Ministry is aware of besetting sins and circumstances that would reflect 
negatively on the witness of the Ministry, baptism will be postponed until the situation is resolved.  
Examples would be: 
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• Cohabitation – the resolution of which would be separation or legal marriage. 
• Alcohol and drug addictions – the resolution of which would be evidence of deliverance, 

or enrollment in a detox treatment program. 
• Out-of-wedlock siring or pregnancy – resolution would be postponement until post-

delivery. 
 

(C)  The Administration of Baptism: 
 

Baptisms may be scheduled for any day of the week, but are generally scheduled for Sabbaths. 
 

1. Sufficient water* should be available to completely cover the one being baptised. 
 
2. Baptism should be performed by ordained pastors/elders of the Church who act through the 

authority of Jesus Christ and as His disciples.  (Matthew 28:19-20) - The Elders act as human 
instruments that God uses in baptizing. 
 

3. At the site of baptism, the pastors/elders and members present should participate in a short 
baptism service. A possible/suggested order baptism services should include: 
 

i. Call to order with singing of hymns or choruses 
ii. Opening prayer 
iii. Additional hymn or chorus 
iv. Scripture and exhortation 
v. Opportunity for the candidate to share their confession and commitment to Christ 
vi. Proceed to body of water (officiants enter the water first) 
vii. Prayer of blessing 
viii. Baptism 
ix. Baptism Reception service and hands of Fellowship. 

 
4. The Pastor/elder and deacons should enter the water first and offer a short prayer for the 

proceedings, the baptismal candidates should be taken to the water by the elders/deacons. 
 
5. A baptismal recitation by the pastor/elder performing the baptism. 

 
When the baptismal candidate enters the water, the Pastor/Elder conducting the service should 
ask him/her: 
 
[Name of candidate], have you accepted Jesus as your Saviour and are you willing to 
confirm this through baptism, as demonstrated by our Lord Jesus Christ? 
 
Baptism Candidate reply: Yes, I have and I am willing to do so. 
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The Pastor/Elder then recite the following: 

 
"[Name of the baptism candidate] ...upon the profession of faith in Jesus Christ and His 
saving power through His Death, Burial, and Resurrection I now baptize you in the name 
of the LORD JESUS CHRIST for the remission of sins." 
 

*After the recipient comes out of the water the Pastors/Elders present lay hands on the one 
baptized for the reception of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Note 1: The baptized candidate should be totally immersed in the water once only. 
Note 2: Water: a body of water that is suitable, could include a pool, a lake, a river, sea. 
 

D. Baptism Reception service  and Laying on of hands: 
 

1. A special service is normally held to welcome the new convert(s) to the family of God and to 
give Hands of Fellowship into the Church. 

 
2. Baptized Candidates should be congratulated by church members and baptism certificates 

given.   
 

3. Recording the Baptism: 
 

a. A church Baptismal Certificate must be issued to the one baptized properly filled out and 
signed by the one performing the baptism. 

 
b. A report of the baptism is to be kept by the Church secretary in the church’s official 

records. 
 

c. New converts are required to fill out a church membership form, and return same to the 
church secretary for record. 

 
 
 
RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP---THE LAYING ON OF HANDS  
 
 
The Right-Hand of Fellowship is the procedure by which individuals are accepted as members into the 
local congregation.  Congregational membership permits the incumbent to hold offices in the Ministry, function 
in a delegated leadership capacity and the opportunity to fully participate in the various sub ministries authorized 
by the Ministry.   
 
In most cases, the Right-Hand of Fellowship is given immediately after baptism as the baptismal candidate 
will sign the Membership Covenant/Form in advance of their baptism.  For individuals transferring from 
other congregations the following is recommended: 
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• If the individual is transferring from a known Church of God 7th Day congregation or a familiar 

commandment-keeping church and affirms their commitment to Christ, the invitation to 
membership may be extended upon their completion of the “Members of the Body” lesson 
study included in the Discovery Class curriculum/Statement of things most commonly belief 
among us. 

• For the individuals transferring from a non-Sabbatarian congregation, substantive completion 
of the full Discovery Class curriculum is recommended.  However, the minimum requirement 
is satisfactory completion of the first six lessons of the Discovery Class curriculum.  This is to 
ensure that the candidate is fully aware of the basic principles of the Plan of Salvation, who 
Jesus is, water baptism, church membership, the Sabbath, and the standard of holiness and 
sanctification. 
 
Note: As a matter of due diligence, whenever possible, verbal or written recommendation from 
the leadership of the congregation they are transferring from should be obtained and placed 
on file. 

 
For Hands of Fellowship of baptized candidate: 
 
After a person is baptized, the baptized candidates must receive the laying on of hands, - the Right –
Hand of Fellowship by the minister, for the reception of the Holy Spirit. See Acts 8:17 
 
The laying on of hands is of primary importance to every Child of God. The hand is the primary organ of 
touch. Contact with the hands is often considered a means of conferring friendship, powers of quality, love 
and affection. The hand is generally laid upon the head because it is the noblest part of man. 
 
Laying on of Hands has played a very significant role in the history of the Bible and Religion. It became 
one of the significant doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ. "...Of the doctrine of laying on of hands...this we 
will do, if God permits" (Hebrews 6:1-3). It was practiced in the Old Testament for various purposes.  The 
priest laid his hands on the scapegoat ceremonially to transfer to it the sins of the people (Leviticus 16:21).  
Jacob placed his hands upon his sons and upon his grandsons to convey his blessing (Genesis 48).  
In ordination Moses conferred a portion of his wisdom and Holy Spirit upon Joshua (Numbers 27:18-23).  
To mete out proper punishment hands were used to lay upon the guilty person (Leviticus 24:14). 
 
Jesus Himself employed the laying on of hands in different ways: In healing (Mark 5:23, 7:32); In blessing 
people (Matthew 19:15, Luke 13:13); In giving people a benediction (Mark 10:16, Luke 24:50). 
 
It was adopted as part of the service of the Church for healing and blessings (Acts 9:17, James 5:14-15).  
It was employed for the reception of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14; 19:1).  It became of special importance for 
the conferring of an office or assignment in the service of the church of God (Acts 6:6, 13;3) Out of these 
Scriptures we received the rite of ordination in which special grace is given to serve.  (I Timothy 4:14, II 
Timothy 1:6).  Laying on of hands is practiced in ordination, marriage, baptism, unction, visitation of the 
sick and private absolution. 
 
Conducting the Service 
 

1. A suggested order of service for a right-hand of fellowship would be as follows: 
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 The Pastor/Elder/Minister will: 
 

• Give opening remarks and greetings 
• Prayer 
• Lead a congregational Hymn 
• Call candidates forward to face the congregation 
• Read a Scripture (Galatians 2:9, Hebrews 10:22-24) 
• Explain the purpose of the procedures 
• Exhort the candidate(s) to: 

o Read their Bible every day. 
o Pray at least three times a day. 
o If they should sin to repent quickly. 
o Keep their eyes on Jesus. 
o Serve in the ministry.   
o Obey the leadership. 

• Anoint the candidate(s). 
• Pray for the candidate(s). 
• Shake the candidate’s right hand and welcome into the congregation. 
 

2. If the Right Hand of Fellowship is being given at the end of a baptism, the minister will then call for 
the leaders of the church and the general congregation to come forward to greet and accept the 
new member(s) into the congregation. 
 
 

Additional Procedures 
 

3. Certificates will be prepared and given.  Proper notation should be made for the official church 
record and a copy of the certificate placed on file. 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In order to become a child of God, one must repent of his/her sins and be baptized.  Baptism is to 
follow the procedure demonstrated in the Bible.  The person being baptized is to be completely 
submerged in water and baptized in the name "Lord Jesus Christ".  After baptism, the laying on of 
hands is to performed for the reception of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism signifies a person's acceptance 
of Jesus in their lives and therefore should only be performed on individuals capable of making 
this choice. 
 
 
Note:   


