
Baptism – Order of Service 

Sing a hymn or chorus 

Read Psalm 15 

Pray 

Read Matthew 3:13-17 

As we think upon the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ, we find first that Jesus submitted himself to be 
baptized by John. We assume that in keeping with the teachings of John the Baptist that he prepared 
Himself by self-denial and prayer. Second, He received the full power of the Holy Spirit. Third, He was 
welcomed by God as the Son of God. 

This is symbolic of the blessings that each of us can receive when we come with a true desire to be 
baptized. _______, as you go through life, there are many trials and temptations. In baptism you are not 
promised delivery from these. But, if you believe in Christ, you will receive the protection and guidance 
promised by God. If you fail at times, you can take comfort in the thought that by working to rise above 
the faults of the past, the time will come when you will fail no more. 

We need to remember today that we have received these promises by the suffering of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and because of his death, burial, and resurrection. In the same way, when we choose this narrow 
path, we are told in Luke 9:23 to deny ourselves. It will be by suffering and self-denial and with guidance 
from the Holy Spirit that we will daily grow and become conformed to him. That will then grow into a 
desire to bring others to this narrow path, so that they too may have help to resist the many influences in 
the world. Down this narrow path, our lives will show that power which comes upon us at baptism, and 
which can give us peace, in this life and in the world to come. 

Let us pray together the Lord’s prayer: 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

The leader conducting the service enters the water with the baptismal candidate and gets in position for 
the baptism. 

_______, have you accepted Jesus as your Savior and are you willing to confirm this through baptism, as 
demonstrated by our Lord Jesus Christ? 

_______ replies: I am willing and desire to do so. 

_______, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, I baptize you. Conduct the 
baptism. 

Sing another Hymn as the two of you walk out of the water. 



Would the elders and ministers please come forward for prayer. The laying on of hands and prayer by the 
elders and ministers present takes place. 

Welcome now ______ to the fellowship of believers with the right hand of fellowship. Everyone forms a 
line to welcome the new believer to the fellowship with a hug or handshake. 


