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In Affiliation with the General Council of the Churches of God 7th Day, Meridian, Idaho, USA. 
 
 
 

POLICY AND GUIDELINES FOR 
BABY DEDICATION/BLESSING SERVICE. 

Jesus said, “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the Kingdom 
of God. And He took them in His arms, put His hands upon them and bless them”.                   
      Mark 10: 14-16 
 
1 Samuel 1:11, 26–28;  Job 1:5;  Proverbs 20:7;  Proverbs 22:6;  Psalm 127:3;  Ephesians 6:4;  Matthew 19:14 
 
 
 
DEDICATION OF BABIES/CHILDREN  
 
The dedication of infants and children to the Lord has impressive precedent in the Holy Scriptures. Hannah, mother 
of Samuel, dedicated her son to the Lord and to the service of God's house. Mary, the mother of Jesus, early 
presented her Son in the Temple, "As it is written in the law of the Lord," (Luke 2:22-24) amid scenes of joyful 
emotions. 
 
Likewise, today, a child/children, is/are presented to God through our Mediator and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are confident of Divine approval, for the Prophet declares: "He shall feed the flock like a shepherd; he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom” (Isa. 40:11). 
 
Although the New Testament does not command such a ritual, the way Jesus related to the little ones encourages 
dedicating children to God.   
 
The child/baby dedication is not a christening service and should not be appear as such.  The dedication is 
organized to emphasize its three basic purposes: 
 

(a) To thank God for the miracle of conception, gestation and birth. 
(b) To covenant with the parents to raise the child to love and serve the Lord. 
(c) To bless the child and dedicate it to the Lord. 
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THE OFFICIATING MINISTER/PASTOR/ELDER SHOULD ASK THE PARENTS AND SPONSORS TO COME 
FORWARD WITH THE CHILD/CHILDREN, TO BE BLEST. 
Typically, dedication/blessing ceremony is conduced either at the start of the message/sermon or the 
end of the worship service, lasting not more that 5-10 minutes.  It should be simple – basically three parts (see 
attached sample). 
 

• Inviting the parents and child(ren) to come forward during the singing of an appropriate song.  Other 
family members, mentors or “godparents” may also come. 

• Scripture and exhortation to the parents. 
• Prayer for the child(ren) and parents 
• A special reading or hymns can also be offered. 

 
The minister shall come down from up front and shall meet with the Parents and Guardians of the 
child/children at the head of the other congregation. 
 
THE MINISTER SHALL SAY: 
 
Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all children are part of the kingdom of God they are entitled to be blessed through 
the favor of God and His Son Jesus Christ that His bountiful goodness will over- shadow this little one. They 
brought young children to Christ, that he should touch them.  And His disciples rebuked those that brought the 
children.  But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased and said unto them, "Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.  Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And He took them up in His arms, put His 
hands upon them, and blessed them. (Mark 10: 14-16) 
 
THE MINISTER SHALL ADDRESS THE PARENTS AND GUARDIANS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Forasmuch as this child is now being presented by you for dedication to the Lord Jesus Christ, and is thus to 
receive blessings from on high, it is part of your duty to see that he/she be taught, as soon as he/she, is able to be 
aware of things, and to learn the meaning and purpose of this service; that he/she be instructed in the principles 
of faith delivered to the saints, and the nurture of a child of God; that he/ she shall be trained to give reverent 
attendance in private and public worship, and the teaching of the Word of God, and that in every way, by precept 
and example, you shall seek to lead him/her into the love of God and the service of our Lord Jesus. 
 
WILL YOU AS PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF THIS CHILD TRAIN UP THIS CHILD IN THE WAY HE/SHE 
GROW, SO THAT WHEN HE/SHE IS OLD HE MAY NOT DEPART FROM IT? 
 
 ANSWER: (PARENTS/GUARDIANS) - "WE DO" OR "WE WILL."    
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IT SHOULD BE YOUR HAPPY AND BLESSED PRIVILEGE, AS WELL AS YOUR 
PROFOUND RESPONSIBILITY, IN COOPERATION WITH THE CHURCH OF GOD, TO 
SEEK TO REALIZE THESE OBJECTIVES AND SO, DO YOU PLAN TO RAISE THIS 
CHILD TO BLOSSOM INTO A FRUITFUL  INDIVIDUAL IN THE FEAR OF GOD?. 
 
 PARENT AND GUARDIANS SHALL SAY: "WE WILL, WITH THE HELP OF THE LORD."  

 
 
Note:  A rose bud (or a token) may be given to each child or mother of the child as a memento which will 
be cherished as a prophecy of unfolding life. 

 
 
Then the minister shall take the child in his arms, and pronounce a blessing upon it.  If more than one child is 
blest at this service take each child up into the Pastor’s/elder’s arms and pronounce a blessing for each one 
separately. Prior to the blessings, the pastor with the assistance of an Elder or Deacon anoints the forehead of 
the child and parents/guardians with oil. 
 

THIS IS A MODEL PRAYER THAT THE MINISTER MAY USE IN BLESSING THE CHILD: 

 

"Our Father, God of all faithful, Creator of all lives, according to Thy will, be pleased to grant this child  (Name of child) 
thy blessings to help him/her to grow up properly in these times of trials.  Grant to this child an understanding 
mind and a sanctified heart. May thy providence lead him/her, through the dangers, temptations and ignorance of 
this onto-ward generation that he/she may never run into folly, nor into the evils of unbridled worldliness.  Help 
the parents and guardians that by good examples and by restraining and renewing grace that they may teach 
obedience to thy holy Laws and sacred Words of the Scriptures and generally to fear you and keep your 
commandments. 
 
Let Thy moving mercy, blessings and compassion descend upon these the parents and Guardians of this child. 
Direct their actions and sanctify them for this duty they have vowed to do for this little one/s.  We ask all these 
mercies in the precious name of the one who loved little children, the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen." 
 
Note:   
 
Baby Dedication Certificate should be filled out and signed by the Parents and Leader performing the dedication ceremony and issue 
to the baby’s parents. A record of the dedication is kept by the church secretary. 
 
The Opportunity should be provided for the parents to give brief remarks as needed. 
 
Family and or church members should be allowed to rendered relevant poems, songs or testimonies. 
 

“To build God’s family on the foundation of the Commandments and Principles of God through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, as well as  to 
advance the Gospel message and to promote the general welfare 

 of the Church of God 7th Day on a whole”. 


