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Letter from your President
One of the questions asked by potential new members to the Council
is, “What do I get for becoming a member?” I will try to answer this question in as concise a
manner as possible and would welcome any further questions after this to be addressed in a
letter or email submitted to our Council headquarters.
First of all, you receive access to a wealth of literature available in several forms.
They include the ACTS, quarterlies provided for a nominal fee plus postage, DVDs on many
different topics that include sermons and seminars, and many different pamphlets available on
a variety of subjects. We also have a website that references other resources. In addition, we
have classes available online for both ministerial students as well as for people interested in
gaining Bible knowledge.
There are other benefits as well, but one I want to specifically mention today is the
availability of ministers to personally visit congregations and address any specific needs or
questions. This would include the areas of evangelism, Bible studies, administration, etc.
Some of these issues can be addressed via correspondence, but if further more extensive
and in-depth needs are necessary, personal visits are available and can be arranged.
We have not had these resources available for several years due to both finances and
personnel, but we now feel that this service is essential in providing for the needs of the
Council members. We are therefore, as a Council Board and group of licensed ministers,
willing to step out in faith and make this invitation to those in need who have specific concerns.
We are living in the final days and need to draw closer to God in order to fight the wiles of
the Devil and his efforts. We, as a Council, need to do all that we can to help further closer
relationships with God as well as promote fellowship with one another. We feel that providing
this service is an essential step in this process and willingly accept the challenge of providing
it to the Council members. May God bless you and keep you throughout the years until we
meet again.

Coming Up!
Tom Kendrick

President of the General Council Churches

Advocating Christ The Savior

of

God (Seventh Day) Inc.

The Lord’s Supper
Service will be observed
Friday April 6, 2011
after sundown
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An Issue of the Heart
By Ruth Faust

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” Proverbs 4:23.
I want to talk about one of the issues of
life, but first I want to talk about truth. I believe
that the church has lost something valuable and
is looking in the wrong place to find it. Jesus said
I am the truth, but the world rejects that truth and
the church today is looking to the world because
that is the easy place to look: but the truth is
not there.
We know that Satan is the father of lies,
and he is the deceiver. In Matthew 13 Jesus tells
a story about a man who sowed good seed and
while he slept his enemy came and sowed tares
among the wheat. I believe that is the condition
of the church today, while it has slept the enemy
has sown seeds of deception. Steve Wilkins,
Pastor of Auburn Avenue Presbyterian Church,
in Monroe, Louisiana said, “…we live in a world
so dulled that we can no longer discern good
from evil. We have lost all sense of propriety
and thus have seen the virtual disappearance of
purity.” (Propriety meaning—proper; character)
So today, I want to share with you some truth
from the Word of God that I feel has been lost.
The message is that our Creator designed
a beautiful plan for young men and young women.
What God created as beautiful and sacred was
to be shared between one man and one woman
in holy matrimony. Satan has taken this truth and
distorted it into something to be casually thrown
around, causing it to appear cheap and vulgar.
What has been lost: purity, innocence, even the
ability to blush.
Also, the following profound words were written on the back of a CD I recently purchased
from Vision Forum Ministries.
“The Church is being destroyed by sacred
cows. A ”sacred cow” is an untouchable
subject that we are not supposed to discuss. To do so impinges upon another’s
“Christian liberty.”
4

…there are few sacred cows quite as
sacred as the right of modern Christians
to dress however they please.”
And we find in Ephesians, chapter four, Paul
admonished the church to stop being children
tossed about by those who lie in wait to deceive,
but to speak the truth in love, in order to “grow
up” into Christ which is the head of the church.
I intend to speak the truth in love and I
hope I may present to you some eye-opening
and thought-provoking ideas. I believe this study
is long overdue. And, while the word modesty
may sound sadly antique in these days, we also
know we want to fit in and to be accepted, but
understand, there is a price to pay.
I want to share some information from a
book called Secret Keeper The Delicate Power
of ModestyI Mrs. Gresh divided her book, directed towards a teen girl audience, into six chapters. She states that she is going to give the raw
facts and she does speak relatively openly. I will
briefly summarize them below.
The Power
Mrs. Gresh explains that this power is
unique to girls, i.e. women, and that it is multidimensional. She defines it as their allure,
the mystifying, indefinable power of the female
attraction. The source of the power is modesty,
a delicate, yet formidable power. It is delicate
because it can be so innocently given away, without their even knowing it. It is formidable because
once they master it, no man will be given access
to the full secrets behind it until a woman so
desires.
There is a story in Mark 6:21-23 that
clearly illustrates the allure or power of a woman.
It says she danced before him and that he was
pleased. That is allure—that is power!
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What else could incite a man to offer to give away
up to half of his kingdom? She must have been
very beautiful and very graceful.
The Secret
God said, “It is not good for man to be
alone” so he crafted a masterpiece…woman.
People are drawn to the beauty of the
female image. Advertisers have discovered that
a photo of a woman will increase the length of
time someone spends with an ad by 14 to 30
percent! That is the allure.
Author Henry Rogers writes, “Women
are beautiful to us because God made them that
way. Their beauty and our desire are God-given.
The nakedness of a woman has a powerful
impact on us.” A woman’s body can create quite
a stir in guys. In Proverbs 5:18-19 niv it tells a
man to “rejoice in the wife of your youth” and
“…May you ever be captivated by her love.” Mrs.
Gresh states that the Hebrew word “captivated”
would be better translated “intoxicated.” She also
emphasizes the important point of explaining that
the “captivation” is only to be shared with one
guy—after you are married. Until then it is to be
kept “under wraps,” it is a secret to be shared
only with your husband. “The fullest secrets of
the incredible masterpiece of your body are to be
your unique secret.”
We all know that some girls are not the
best secret keepers, they flaunt their bodies.
However, this doesn’t mean that we should dress
unattractively; on the contrary, we have many
examples of women in the Bible who were called
beautiful.
Sarah was so beautiful that Abraham
was afraid other men might kill him so
they could have his wife.
Rebekah was “very beautiful” and “a
virgin.”
Esther is probably the most acclaimed for
her beauty.
I believe that people were attracted to
Advocating Christ The Savior

these women not only because of their outward
beauty but because of their purity and the fact
that they were virtuous women. They possessed
and inner modesty. We must focus on more
than outward beauty because that beauty seems
to fade as an unattractive personality comes
through. We have also met girls that become
more and more attractive as we get to know
them, hence, their inner modesty and beauty
becomes more apparent.
The Mark!
Often we can get caught up in the motion
of everything around us and mirror the world
instead of mirroring God’s holiness. She explains
the illustration of a bull’s-eye to represent God’s
intended purpose for our lives and explains that
in the area of sexuality, God’s purpose is for you
to be an expression of His beauty, and to “intoxicate” one man with that beauty. The key is One
Man.
It is vital to understand how guys are
affected by what they see and what it means
when a guy is “intoxicated” by a woman’s beauty.
The autonomic nervous system, ANS, activates
many of our bodies’ responses. This system is
controlled by the environment and Not the will. If,
for example you get lost or frightened, the ANS
basically takes over and you experience a rapid
pulse or maybe a sick feeling in your stomach.
YOU cannot control these reactions.
With a guy, who was created to be visually stimulated, and he sees a woman in revealing
clothing, his brain sends chemicals throughout
his body, he may notice a change in his pulse, his
body temperature will rise and blood will begin to
pump more rapidly through his body. For guys
this is an arousal process and it is very strong. It
presents clear physical changes. Yes, a guy can
choose how to respond to this arousal, but he
cannot control that it has occurred.
An important point here is that even
Christian girls with skirts or tops which are
too-short, too-tight, or too-low, can cause their
Christian brothers to stumble. Immodesty creates
arousal in many men and it misses the mark of
God’s intended purpose for you.
5

Philippians 3:14 says, “I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus”. The New Testament word for sin
is hamartia which means, “To miss the mark and
so not share in the prize.” Because immodesty
creates arousal in many men, it misses the mark
of God’s intended purpose. Immodesty is not
just fashion, it is sin!
The Allure
Showing Less—Controls More. The
Gestalt Theory teaches that our brains force
the person to mentally complete a visual image,
thereby controlling a viewer’s time. The brain is
intrigued by completing the incomplete and will
always pause to finish an unfinished picture.
When a guy sees a girl walk by him wearing
a long, tight skirt with a slit all the way up the
sides, what does he see? The slit invites him to
finish the picture: to see past the fabric. So, what
is yet to be seen is what actually tempts him.
Showing the curve of your hips under a tight skirt,
or a little bit of your belly, etc… can actually be
devastating to a guy who wants to please Christ.
It can be a constant source of spiritual failure for
men. I repeat: these temptations can be a constant source of spiritual failure for men! You are
inviting him to lust after you.
Perceived Value Increases Worth! This
principle explains that immodesty removes the
obstacles and invites any passing guy to desire
you in his mind. For him, it is a cheap thrill that
requires no investment on his part.
Modesty on the other hand protects
the true secrets of your body for one man and
requires him to invest into your life in order to one
day enjoy your allure. He must earn your virtue,
it is a thing of value—something to be worked
for and earned, not something to be carelessly
tossed about. Finding love this way is a long and
slow process, but that is part of what makes it so
sweet; he must work to earn your heart. When
it comes to true love men consistently state that
they want the modest, pure girl.
What makes a woman’s perceived value
high? When she has protected her reputation
and her sexuality, her perceived value is high.
6

The temporary attention immodesty may gain
can never equal the thrill of passion that follows
a life protected by the power of modesty.
So we pose the question to women
everywhere: “Do you want guys to just get a
cheap thrill in their minds, or do you want to be
romantically and passionately pursued because
your modesty demands it?” When a guy with true
interest in a woman perceives that her purity and
reputation have been protected, he will rise to
romance her and earn her heart. A point to recognize is that modesty is the first line of defense
for purity. When you see a young woman showing too much, fear for her; she may be unwittingly
making herself vulnerable for the wrong kind of
attention. Immodesty makes a statement about
one’s moral values.
The Inner Quality

The Bible challenges women to be careful about inner modesty. It says that the unfading
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit is in God’s
eyes a thing of great price. It says that women’s
beauty should not come from outward adorning
such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. No, the power of modesty
is not limited just to what one wears; modesty is
also controlled, or forfeited, by where a woman is
willing to go and how a woman may act. Modesty
finds no need to flaunt or flirt around guys or to
invade their personal space. A woman’s external
presentation is the first indication of her modesty, but if it is not followed by the confidence of
internal modesty, she shall forfeit the power of
her virtue. Remember, it is true that an immodest
woman creates insatiable curiosity in a guy, but it
is the modest girl whose heart he most desires.
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What do you think modesty looks like?
Mrs. Gresh suggests that perhaps it is seen
in the woman who doesn’t hang all over a guy
but acknowledges them nonchalantly, or in the
woman whose morning dress routine helps her
to reflect God’s beauty. Internal modesty is seen
in the woman whose conversation revolves more
around other people than herself; one who is
more focused on pleasing the Lord than attracting a boyfriend. The woman who is confident in
her value has no reason to immodestly flaunt
herself but will confidently bless others when she
is around.
The Bottom Line
Women, Mrs. Gresh is very honest and
says that if you are aggravated with this information or are planning to ignore it, you may not have
a modesty problem but a love problem. Modesty
is possible only if you truly love God, and when
you truly love God, you obey Him--even in the
way that you dress. Knowing about God is not

the same as knowing Him. When you truly know
Him, you cannot help but love Him because you
realize everything in His plan for your life is for
the purpose of blessing you. And when you love
Him, you want to please Him--even in the way
you dress. As daughters of the King of Kings,
our appearance should honor Him. We have the
responsibility to dress as women professing
godliness. God desires to see you happy and
He knows that the best pathway to finding a truly
blessed marriage requires you to live modestly.
Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit,
whom we have received from God and we are
not our own, but are bought with a price, the
shed blood of Jesus Christ, and that is what
gives us value!
I Dannah Gresh, Secret Keeper The Delicate Power of
Modesty (by Moody Press.)
<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=60
07&picture=curious-student”>Curious Student</a> by Petr Kratochvil
<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=8757&picture=girl
s”>Girls</a> by Teodoro S Gruhl

God created a beautiful plan for young women and young men, a design to be
shared between one man and one woman in holy matrimony. Modesty is a delicate yet
formidable power and the first line of defense for purity.
Any girl or woman who is confident in her value will confidently bless others when
she is around.
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Relationship
By Derwood Stewart

Let’s take a look at some of the definitions and/or meanings of the word, Relationship.
“The word, relationship relates to:”
1) The state of being related to or
interrelated
2) That which connects or binds
participants in a relationship: as a kinship
3) The way in which two or more
people talk to, behave toward, and deal
with each other
4) The way in which two or more
people are connected
Now let me say it like this: “When you
have a relationship, you have to do for someone
else.”

In Romans 15:2 the Apostle Paul wrote:
“Let every one of us please his neighbour for his
good to edification.”
Like I said in the beginning, “When you
have a relationship, you have to do for someone
else” not just for yourself. Relationships are not
all about “me” or “you,” it’s about everyone that
we come in contact with, especially to those that
we want to have close to us. Therefore, we need
to know (find out) what it is that we can do for
others, and then we need to do it as if we were
doing it for Jesus and our Heavenly Father.
We read in St. Matthew 22:39b: “Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” (See also St.
Mark 12:31 and St. Luke 10:27). Here is where
the Golden Rule applies: “Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you.” One scripture
says that no man ever hated himself. In other
words, no man/woman seeks to deceive, hurt, or
destroy themselves.
wrote:

The Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 2:16
wrote in part, We have the Mind of Christ.
If we as the children saints of the most
High God, have the Mind of Christ, then we
should think, say and do things as He would.
When Jesus first started His ministry at
the marriage feast with His mother and others,
Mary told those serving at the feast, “Whatsoever
he saith unto you, do it” St. John 2:1-11 (vs.
5). These are the same instructions that we as
saints have today; we are to live our lives as
Jesus would.
8

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 4:17-25

“This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity
of their mind, Having the understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life of
God through the ignorance that is in them,
because of the blindness of their heart:
Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work
all uncleanness with greediness. But ye
have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye
have heard him, and have been taught by
him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put
off concerning the former conversation the
old man, which is corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new
man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore
November/December
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putting away lying, speak every man truth
with his neighbour: for we are members
one of another.”
Ignorance is nothing more than not knowing; therefore, it is very important for the saints to
read, study and meditate on the written word of
the Lord, the Bible. A person who says that he is
a believer in Jesus and does not do that, which
He says we should do, is deceiving himself. If
a person does not have a Bible, that may be
excusable. However, if he does have a Bible and
does not read it every day, he has no one but
himself to blame for not knowing the truth. Try
thinking about putting off the old man and putting
on Jesus like taking off dirty clothes and taking
a bath in order to be clean and then putting on
clean clothes. If a person just takes off his dirty
clothes and then puts on clean clothes without
taking a bath, he will still be dirty and will still
stink. We are to wash ourselves, “our soul,” in the
“water” of His word, the Bible. His word makes us
clean so that we are able to have right relationships.
We read in James 2:8:
“If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself, ye do well.”
The Royal Law is the Ten Commandments
along with ALL of His commandments, laws,
judgments, precepts and statutes. In other words,
every word that proceeds from the mouth of the
Lord. Here again, the Golden Rule applies. We
should always do unto others as we would have
them do unto us. Let’s take this thought a little bit
further and say it like this: We should think, say,
and do, what the Lord has written in His Holy
Word, the Bible, if we want and expect Him to
think, say, and do, all good things for us.
In Galatians 5:14 the Apostle Paul wrote:
“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in
this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”
Love is also considered to be charity, as seen in
I Corinthians 13:4-8a:

Advocating Christ The Savior

“Charity suffereth long, and is
kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth
not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth
in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things. Charity (or love) never faileth.”
Relationship is this kind of love; it is
acceptable with God.
The Apostle Paul in II Corinthians 6:1418 wrote:
“Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath
light with darkness? And what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath
he that believeth with an infidel? And
what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people.
Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you, And will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
I don’t think anyone would try to breed a
horse with a cow, or a dog with a cat, or a living
human being’s soul with a dead person’s soul
that is in the grave. This may sound ridiculous,
but that is exactly what some people are doing
when they seek to have intimate relationships
with unbelievers/sinners. In Judges 2:2 we read in
part, “…Ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land….” From the beginning God has
forbidden His children who are the saints from
intermingling with sinners. If you, therefore, go
against His plan, then you can expect to receive
the same reward punishment as the sinners. One
scripture says, “If the blind lead the blind, both
shall fall in the ditch” St. Matthew 15:14. See also
St. Luke 6:39.
9

We read in Exodus 34:12-16:
“Take heed to thyself, lest thou
make a covenant with the inhabitants of
the land whither thou goest, lest it be for
a snare in the midst of thee: But ye shall
destroy their altars, break their images,
and cut down their groves: For thou shalt
worship no other god: for the LORD,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:
Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring
after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their
gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of
his sacrifice; And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go
a whoring after their gods, and make thy
sons go a whoring after their gods.”
The first thing that you need to know here
is that you are instructed to pay attention to how
you live your life. There are many deceivers in the
world and some of them live around you and they
would like nothing more than to pull you down to
their level and see you miss out on entering into
the Kingdom of God, and His Son Jesus.
We MUST be on guard at all times so
that we do not enter into wrong relationships;
this also includes business deals. We need to
know that there is a Righteous change in the life
of a sinner before we even consider starting up
a Relationship.
Just like we know the difference between
an apple and a banana, we will know other people by their FRUITS, the way they live, speak and
do. The Prophet Ezra in Ezra 9:2a wrote:
“They have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons:
so that the holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of those lands.”
If you have ever planted a garden, you may
have noticed when you plant some things--like
a pumpkin and a watermelon--too close to each
other the inner fruit colors of the two will intermingle thus corrupting the quality, texture and color
of the fruit. This is also what can happen when
the saints get into too close of a relationship with
10

non-believers, sinners. The righteousness of the
believer may diminish over time. This could lead
to a soul losing its salvation and the right to enter
Into the Kingdom of God.
In Psalms 15:1-5 King David wrote:
“Lord who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in
his heart. He that backbiteth not with his
tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour,
nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear
the LORD. He that sweareth to his own
hurt, and changeth not. He that putteth not
out his money to usury, nor taketh reward
against the innocent. He that doeth these
things shall never be moved.”
Only the righteous, the saints, will abide
in the tabernacle of the Lord. Righteousness is
nothing more than living by that which is written
in God’s Holy Word, the Bible. The righteous
person HATES evil and LOVES right living.
We are all too often hung by our
tongue; in other words, we are held accountable to the words that we speak.
Every word that comes out of the mouth
is life or it is death. Therefore, we need to take
time to think before we speak. The righteous soul
does not take advantage of anyone--especially
when that person is down on his luck. To do so
would be an improper relationship.
King Solomon wrote in Proverbs 11:13:
“A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of
a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.”
Also in Proverbs 16:28 he wrote: “A forward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends.”
And in I Peter 4:15, the Apostle Peter
wrote in part: “But let none of you suffer as a
busybody in other men’s matters.”
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A soul that practices right relationships
does not GOSSIP about anything. A good thing
to remember is: If it doesn’t belong to you, leave
it alone.
Good relationships garner good things,
and every part of a good relationship fits into
its proper place in the body of Christ, just like a
hand and fingers fit into a glove that is made for
it. Therefore, let’s seek godly relationships and
we will know that we are doing what we are supposed to do.
May the Heavenly Father richly bless and
keep you as you follow on to know and serve Him
in spirit and In truth. Your Faithful Servant in the
Lord,

M

O

M

Brother

May God
Bless us All
Sister

D

A

D

Derwood A. Stewart, Minister
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries
http://preachersteacher.org
hope@preachersteacher.org
<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?i
mage=11258&picture=hands-together”>Hands Together</a> by Vera
Kratochvil

<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?im
age=13250&picture=wooden-frames”>Wooden Frames</a> by Vera
Kratochvil

Continued from page 14

As believers, we want to encourage
each other. Perhaps we can truly influence only
ourselves and our immediate family, but any
positive influence we can have to inspire people
to be doers--not just speakers of the Word, to
be active and positively involved with life, and to
use each vital resource as a teaching instrument,
surely the rest can be nothing but positive. Sadly,
through several online communities, I constantly
see people stagnating spiritually and physically
because they just lock themselves away from
society, thinking that this is what Jesus Christ
expects. The saddest fact is, in spite of such
attempts at isolation to preserve their Christian
faith, it slowly corrodes it away. Faith is like a
river that must constantly flow and move or else
it will stagnate and fester. Faith in action requires
a human to be involved with life. Otherwise, why
did God create a vibrant world in which we are
to interact? If such were the case, creating a
pod in which we just grew like peas and were
zapped with scriptural knowledge would have
sufficed. But that is not what the Creator did.
He has allowed each generation of believers to
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be engaged with, interact with, and live within
whatever generation they were born. Although
we have the most challenging of environments in
which to live and witness, we also have the most
incredible resources at our disposal, including
literally international communication at a click of
a computer mouse.
Let’s be engaged and full participants in
life while living and teaching every word of scripture as a living witness, and a living sacrifice
to the Heavenly Father and the soon coming
King of kings, Our savior, Jesus Christ.
“June Narber resides in Chapel Hill, NC. She is the 2011
Interim President for the Bible Sabbath Association. She is an
ESL instructor at an area college, a freelance writer and runs
a small tutoring company called Everything English. She holds
a BA degree in theology, a Masters Degree in International
Development and is currently working toward a PhD in education. Her website is www.hercurian.com”. Scripture quoted was
from the KJV or the NIV as noted.
<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?i
mage=11641&picture=matryoshka-dolls”>Matryoshka Dolls</a>
by Vera Kratochvil
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Until He Comes
Eva June Narber, 2011

Should we witness truth? Should we hide
ourselves away and wait for His return? Should
we be doing something special? For nearly two
thousand years, followers of the Messiah of
scripture, Jesus Christ, have waited anxiously
for His return, some in relative isolation, forgotten by the pages of history, and others, actively
testifying scriptural truth in a world that had all
but forgotten the historical truth, and instead,
clung to the counterfeit Christ who did not focus
on repentance and walking in newness of life in
scriptural truth.
The first issue involves the group of
Christians who try to isolate themselves from
society in a variety of ways. Some choose to
homeschool their children and then the children
end up living at home well into their adult years
until they, form their own family unit and then
they too, isolate themselves from society at large.
While I think homeschooling is a noble endeavor,
it should never be undertaken just to isolate a
child from reality as that child must grow up and
become a productive, working member of society. Another form of isolation tends to be those
who refuse to work in contemporary society, as
they feel that that can lead to spiritual issues, and
it is better for them to live off of social welfare,
their families or in some cases the church they
attend. Is social isolation of entire families exactly
what Christ had in mind for His followers? When
Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life” John 8:12 niv.
When a person walks in Christ and scriptural truth, they are the light of the world. As we
read in John 8:12, we can never walk in darkness because God’s light, HIS TRUTH, is in us.
This stands as a testimony: There is no excuse
for not working and being involved in society in
a normal fashion to earn ones own living (“Go to
the ant, thou sluggard; consider its ways, and be
wise!” Proverbs 6:6 niv and “For six days, work
is to be done…” Exodus 35:2 niv), to serve in the
community, and in the school system to make it
better for everyone.
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Hiding oneself and one’s family is much
like burying a talent and hoping to protect it.
“Then he which had received the
one talent came and said, Lord, I knew
thee that thou art an hard man, reaping
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And I
was afraid, and went and hid thy talent
in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is
thine. His lord answered and said unto
him, Thou wicked and slothful servant,
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed
not, and gather where I have not strawed:
Thou oughtest therefore to have put my
money to the exchangers, and then at my
coming I should have received mine own
with usury. Take therefore the talent from
him, and give it unto him which hath ten
talents” Matthew 25:24-28 kjv.
Of course, I have heard numerous
sermons that elaborate that this is not talking
about real physical participation in life, but just
spiritual gifts. Are not physical activities where
spiritual fruit is manifested as witnesses to
society at large? Whether the person is a third
grade child at school testifying Christ through
being a model student, or a modern day worker
performing at his/her best, or a senior citizen
leading an art project at a senior living facility,
all these people are actively doing something in
their daily lives in the normal environment one
would expect to find a human of their age. This
running away and hiding from society or isolating oneself from all aspects of modern life is
nothing more than a cowardly justification for not
being a LIVING SACRIFICE to serve the high
heavens. Permit me to pose a question: What
would please Satan more: a person out witnessing scriptural truth through word and deed to
influence others to repent and turn to Christ, or
one who is hidding away in his/her own home,
concerned ONLY about his/her own salvation?
I think the only logical answer is it may irritate
the devil when any Christian lives a righteous
life, but it must ROCK HIS world into fits of
anger when a servant of Jesus Christ is out
November/December
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doing what Christ himself did! The reason is
simple. The more who hear the truth that Christ
is Lord, that the Bible is truth and it is meant to
be consulted, read, and lived by today, and that
Christ is soon coming back to rule this world forever: It spreads the truth and more people have
the chance of coming to the Truth. Words and
ideas are powerful, but a living, breathing, witness is a thousand times more powerful in spiritual witnessing because seeing is believing!
“Do not offer the parts of your body to
sin, as instruments of wickedness, but
rather offer yourselves to God, as those
who have been brought from death to life;
and offer the parts of your body to him as
instruments of righteousness”
Romans 6:13 niv.
“…to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles
might become an offering acceptable to
God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit”
Romans 15:16 niv.
We must use our lives, our bodies, our
influences to further God’s will on earth in
every way at our individual disposal.
“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge
you to live a life worthy of the calling you have
received” Ephesians 4:1 niv. It is scripturally
prophesized that all followers of Christ would do
greater works than even Christ did. Some falsely
believe this was just the original apostles, but
it was to continue until Christ returns as each
generation produces new people that must hear,
learn, and implement the truth of scripture.
“…He that believeth on me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do; because I
go unto my Father” John 14:12 kjv.
While all people may not have the same
opportunity, everyone has SOME opportunity.
For some, it will be living a productive life active
at a job, in the community, in the public schools,
or in the churches. Some may have a more
powerful job to do as did Isaiah.

“Cry aloud, spare not, and lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and shew my people
their transgression, and the house of
Jacob their sins” Isaiah 58:1 kjv.
Everyone should strive to make
society a better place NOW, not just wait for the
Kingdom. Consider the words of Proverbs. Some
people may be in a position to influence and help
through starting or participating in nonprofit organizations, in making or changing laws, in civil and
community life.
“Speak up for those who cannot speak
for themselves, for the rights of all who
are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly;
defend the rights of the poor and needy”
Proverbs 31:8-9 niv.
Sometimes women are condemned for
leaving their household duties, yet in Proverbs
31:18a, she sees that her trading is profitable,
(trading requires a business enterprise). Modern
households often have women doing a variety of professional endeavors. I am saddened
by the continual negativity that is generated
at women who are actively living productive,
professional lives. How often do people forget
that some women have no family, and function
in society the equivalent of any man in terms
of professional occupation: home buying, paying of bills, physical responsibilities and active
participation in the community? An example
that recently came to my attention is that of a
middle-aged woman who openly refused to work,
believing falsely that society (via welfare) and the
church should provide for her needs and wants,
as God did not send her a husband. Even the
most conservative interpretation of Proverbs 31
shows a woman actively working from sunrise
to sundown supplying her household’s needs.
And if that household is just one person, there
still are important responsibilities that must be
met, including financial. Can any church logically
and fiscally accept the responsibility of providing
for its members who refuse to work for whatever
reasons? Of course, those who are elderly and
truly disabled are not included in this analysis.

Faith in action requires a human to be involved with life!
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Following are verses from Proverbs 31
followed with my commentary in parenthesis for
a modern equivalent to the verse.
Proverbs 31:13-27

niv

:13—She selects wool and flax and works
with eager hands. (Sews, crafts)
:14—She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. (Cooking, merchandizing)
:15—She gets up while it is still dark; she
provides food for her family (Meets all
financial and physical needs of her household) and portions for her servant girls.
(She has servants or employees)
:16—She considers a field and buys it;
(Business, real estate, and commerce)
out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.
(Business of her own creation: manages
it, works it, controls it)
:17—She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.
(Executive implementation, strong body
perhaps involved with regular exercise
and health-conscious lifestyle)
:18—She sees that her trading is profitable, (Economics, accounting, bookkeeping, financial records) and her lamp does
not go out at night. (Not slothful)
:19—In her hand she holds the distaff and
grasps the spindle with her fingers.
:20—She opens her arms to the poor
(Charitable in the community, the nonprofit) and extends her hands to the needy.
(Volunteers in the community)
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:21—When it snows, she has no fear for
her household; for all of them are clothed
in scarlet. (Dresses well by the given
society’s standards)
:22—She makes coverings for her bed;
(Well decorated, designed, and maintained home) she is clothed in fine linen
and purple.
:23—Her husband is respected at the city
gate, (Husband is involved in community
affairs, politics, school boards, civil government as well as perhaps committees)
where he takes his seat among the elders
of the land. (Politics, leader in society)
:24—She makes linen garments and sells
them, (Business enterprise) and supplies
the merchants with sashes. (Social inaction, business networking, supply and
demand, trade)
:25—She is clothed with strength and dignity; (Confidence, well spoken, articulate)
she can laugh at the days to come.
:26—She speaks with wisdom, (Well educated, public speaking trained,) and faithful instruction is on her tongue.
:27—She watches over the affairs of her
household and does not eat the bread of
idleness. (Does not expect others to provide for her when she can do for herself)

Continued on page 11
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Eliminating Debt–Part II
By Tom Kendrick
In Part One we talked about the need to
obtain copies of the three national credit report
entities that are available to us each year for free.
They provide a picture of where we stand at that
point in time with any creditors with whom we
have conducted business; showing both history
and current status of our credit rating.
When we receive these reports, the first
thing that we need to review is the accuracy of
the information provided—especially if it appears
unduly low and would be detrimental to us. We
need to research any item that does not coincide
with what we remember, and, if we still believe
that the information is not accurate, we need to
request correction(s) be made with the reporting agency (ies) containing the error. When
you receive the reports, there will be a process
stated by the agency to address these situations—including email and/or postal mail—and
phone numbers to speak to an analyst about
the account. They have 30 days to respond and
either make the correction(s) or contact you for
further information and support. You may also
need to contact the vendor in question to resolve
the issue and you should be prepared to defend
your position.
The second thing that you need to review
is how many open accounts still exist—especially
credit cards. You may be surprised to find that
most credit card companies are reluctant to close
accounts in the hope that they will be able to convince you to continue using the card by offering
some sort of incentive, either through the mail or
by phone. It is generally detrimental to your credit
score to have too many open accounts, even if
most of them have zero balances and no activity
because there is always the potential to become
overextended when more accounts (cards) are
available. You need to write the “extra” credit
card companies, officially close the accounts and
request a response that states that the account
has been closed.
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Review the personal data to ensure that
it is accurate. One of the newest forms of fraud
deals with your identity. If your personal data has
been altered, or data added that is not yours,
that should cause a red flag to your account. You
are probably not the only person with the same
name, and credit reporting agencies can make
mistakes by allowing activity to be assigned to
the wrong person. Correct any personal data
errors by contacting the appropriate reporting
agency.
If there are any judgments listed against
you, thoroughly review them to ensure that
all information is correct—including the details,
timeframe, etc. Judgments normally have an
expiration date and should be removed as soon
as they expire because they certainly have a detrimental effect on your credit status.
Repeat this process yearly to ensure that
nothing that is not accurate has been added.
Remember that these reports are used by credit
card companies, banks, mortgage companies,
and even potential employers. Use this report for
your benefit, not your detriment.

<a href=”http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?im
age=2703&picture=money-fight”>Money Fight</a> by Frits Ahlefeldt
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CD $5.00 and DVD - $12.00

The Strategy of Your Prayer Life By Paul Woods
If My people... (YOU Are My People) By Monico Muffley
Heal Our Land By Allard Smith
SIN By Rodney Boone
God Hears By Russ McCrea
Lord Heal Our Land and Don’t Forget Our Hearts
By Sonny Faust
A Heart for God By Greg Lincoln
A Time for Judges By Mike Ahlborn
Who Are We? By Ken Walker
The Gospel, The Church, and You By Larry Childers
Can We Be Healed? By Tom Kendrick

Available on

CD only - $5.00

Humble Yourselves, By Eddie Moreno
Be Humble by Taking Responsibility, By Jeremy Slawson
The Rich Life, By Sonny Faust
Priests & Kings, By Shawn McCool
Three Unclean Spirits, By Ken Walker
Sabbath with Attitude, By June Narber

Picture DVD: All the 2011 Camp Meeting Pictures - $12.00

