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From the Editor
and peace are two enduring themes throughout the Bible as well as two
W arrealities
in our world. Because Israel serves as a land bridge between the Near
East and Egypt, trade routes crossing Israel inevitably led to conflicts among the
ancients. One such trade route known as the Via Maris to the Romans, or “way of the
sea,” connected Egypt and Assyria. Megiddo, located on the Via Maris, was home to
numerous battles as early as the 15th century B.C. to as late as World War I. Because
many battles were fought in Megiddo (Judges 5:19-20; 2 Kings 9:27; 2 Chronicles 35:20-24), it holds the
naming rights to the final battle of Armageddon, meaning “mountain of Meggido” (Hebrew: Har-Megiddo;
Revelation 16:16).
Despite the many wars and battles in the Bible, there were times of peace and stability, too. Strands of
peace in Israel existed as far back as the Old Testament patriarchs. In the New Testament Jesus maintains a pacifistic stance toward the Roman aggressors. This is evident throughout Jesus’ ministry
(Matthew 4:5-7; 26:52; John 18:36). In fact, Jesus not only teaches us to love our neighbors as the Old
Testament had commanded earlier (Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:39) but also our enemies (Matthew 5:44).
Witnessing firsthand the Roman crackdown of three Jewish revolts (A.D. 66-73, 115-117, 132-135), the
early Christians followed Christ’s example of pacifism. Paul, for example, instructs the first century
Christians to obey their rulers (Romans 13:1). In the third century when the pagan Celsus condemns
Christians for not joining the Roman army, Origin defends the Christian position by stating more enemies
could be overthrown through faith and prayer than through physical warfare. In our own church tradition,
the Church of God (7th Day) has a long history of promoting pacifism.
Physical warfare, however, is not the only kind of warfare in the Bible. The Bible places a great emphasis on spiritual warfare, which has been in existence ever since the temptation and fall of Adam and Eve.
For Christians, the greatest battles are not fought in distant battlefields but in our very minds and hearts.
So, how can we defend ourselves from the enemy, the Devil?
The Apostle Paul exhorts us to put on the armor of God in order to stand against the Devil’s evil ways,
clarifying that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms”
(Ephesians 6:12 NIV). Based on the imagery of Isaiah (11:5; 59-16-17) as well as the Deuterocanonical
Wisdom (5:17-23), Paul depicts the Christian in terms of the uniform and apparatus of Roman soldiers,
with the purpose of promoting courage and prayer in spiritual warfare.
As we explore ACTS 2007 theme on living the Christian life, it should be stressed that our totality, every
facet about us, should be given over to Christ. We cannot be double-minded (James 1:8; 4:8), with one
part in the world and the other in Christ. And one cannot serve two masters (Luke 16:13). One’s body,
for example, is to be a living sacrifice to God, not to the world (Romans 12:1). Every thought is important
and must be brought into the obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). Through the renewing of our minds
by the Holy Spirit and by practicing spiritual disciplines, Christians can please God and discover His will
(Romans 12:2).
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.—Philippians 4:7, KJV
Blessings,

John R. Kennedy, Editor ACTS
Advocating Christ The Savior

Coming Up...
September’s Theme: Healing Wounds
October’s Theme: Who’s Influencing Your Child?
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Spiritual Warfare
Daniel Difranco

Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your
personal Savior? Have you repented of
your sins and made a commitment to walk a
new way of life? If you have answered
“yes” to these two questions, then you are
in the middle of the greatest battle taking
place on earth right now. This battle is a
spiritual battle, and you are under attack.
You are under attack because when you
become a Christian, Satan and his demonic forces place you at the top of their hit list.
First Peter 5:8 states, “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour.” (NKJV)
Let’s analyze two main aspects of this
spiritual war. First, we need to identify how
Satan attacks us, and second, we need to
know what we can do to neutralize his
attacks.
In order for us to understand how Satan
attacks, we must first understand his character (or lack thereof) as well as his mindset. Several biblical passages give indications of what makes him tick: He is covetous and wants God’s position: “For you
have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God; . . . I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most
High” (Isaiah 14:13-14). He is a murderer,
a liar, and incapable of telling the truth:
“...He was a murderer from the beginning,
and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a
lie, he speaks from his own resources, for
he is a liar and the father of it” (John 8:44).
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He has the ability to masquerade as a messenger from God: “And no wonder! For
Satan himself transforms himself into an
angel of light” (I Corinthians 11:14).
When you analyze these components of
Satan’s character, you realize that rules are
off limits to him. If he were a boxer, he
would hit you below the belt. He will do anything he can to take you away from a relationship with Jesus Christ.
Satan has almost unlimited avenues of
how he can attack us. All of them are centered in falsehood. Let’s examine a few of
them.
The Lie
Genesis 3:1-5 states:
Now the serpent was more cunning
than any beast of the field which the
LORD God had made. And he said to
the woman, “Has God indeed said,
You shall not eat of every tree of the
garden’?” And the woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of
the trees of the garden; but of the
fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, God has said, ‘You
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it,
lest you die.’” Then the serpent said
to the woman, “You will not surely
die. For God knows that in the day
you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.”
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The serpent in this passage of Scripture
tells several lies, but the one that is the
most devious can be found in verse 5.
Satan tells Adam and Eve that they can be
like, or be equal to, God. In other words,
they have no need for God and that they are
their own authority. This attitude has all but
permeated our society today. It is known as
secular humanism.
According to the
American Heritage Dictionary, secular
humanism is defined as, “An outlook or philosophy that advocates human rather than
religious values.”i A person who holds this
philosophy really has no basis of how to live
his life. If we only advocate human values,
then the only determining factor of those
values are those which each individual
holds. It then becomes an “I’m right and
you are right” mindset, even though both
positions may possess mutually exclusive
truth claims. The Christian faith has defined
laws and guidelines to follow. These laws
help to maintain a decent and civil society.
Secular humanism, or “the lie,” only leads to
the eventual death and destruction of the
society that adheres to its beliefs.

Secular Humanism:
secular humanism is defined as, “An
outlook or philosophy that advocates
human rather than religious values.”

Music and Entertainment
Western civilization, and much of the rest
of the world, have become enamored with
entertainment, to the point that the average
American spends between 5-6 hours a day
on watching TV, movies, internet, and listening to music every day. Entertainment in
itself is not a bad thing, but even if all of our
entertainment was wholesome and virtuous, immersing ourselves in any form of
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escapism is not healthy. The problem with
our entertainment is that it has become so
perverse. The following excerpt from Steve
Bonta in The New American sums it up
best:
“Little wonder that, after decades of
having pro-abortion, pro-homosexuality, pro-sexual promiscuity, and
anti-religion messages, among others, dinned into them on prime-time
TV, in movies, and in popular music,
Americans have largely acquiesced,
and in many cases openly
embraced, conduct and beliefs that
were taboo a couple of generations
ago.”ii
To try and find entertainment that is godly or
uplifting is quite a challenge. So when you
combine our addiction to entertainment,
with its increasing moral depravity, you
begin to see what a powerful indoctrination
tool that Satan has at his disposal.
Direct Spiritual Attacks
Hollywood portrays demonic activity differently than the Bible. Hollywood often
gives demons limitless power, making them
on an equal footing with God. However,
based on personal experience and what is
written in the Bible, I believe there are three
main ways that we are directly attacked by
the demonic world.
1) Influence
This appears to be the most common
attack. It is something that everyone experiences at one time or another. Have you
ever had a thought pop into your head and
wonder, “Where did that come from?” If we
let our guard down, Satan does have the
ability to influence our minds. There are
several examples of this in the Bible (Acts
5:3; I Chronicles 21:1; John 13:2).
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His influence may actually manifest itself in
a physical form as well. I have talked to
several people who have woken up in the
middle of the night with an “evil presence”
that was on their chest, making it hard for
them to breathe. I have also personally had
the feeling of an evil spirit being in a room
and could almost “see” it.
2) Demonized
This idea is almost an intermediary step
between being influenced and possessed.
It is where people hear voices and begin to
do things without knowing why. They still
are somewhat in control of their lives, but
they tend to be in a constant state of confusion, worry, and doubt. Several Christian
psychologists believe that most mental illnesses fall into this category. Two excellent
books that deal with this topic are “The
Bondage Breaker” and “Victory over
Darkness” by Neil T. Anderson.
3) Possession
This attack apparently gives its victim
very little control over what they do. It is
almost like they become a puppet to a master. Several examples in the Bible are
found in Matthew 9:32-33, 12:22, 17:18;
Mark 5:1-20, 7:26-30; Luke 4:33-36, 22:3;
Acts 16:16-18.

Overcoming Satan
Satan is a formidable foe for us. He is a
being on a different plane of existence and
is capable of doing things that we cannot
imagine. How then can we defeat him?
Here are several things that will help:
1) Have the correct means to fight him
“Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places. Therefore take up the whole
armor of God, that you may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with
truth, having put on the breastplate
of righteousness, and having shod
your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; above all, taking
the shield of faith with which you will
be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God“
(Ephesians 6:11-17).
Ephesians 6:11-17 is almost always quoted when discussing spiritual warfare, but
let’s make sure we do not diminish its significance! It is God and His strength alone
that will help us defeat Satan. We are
instructed to use aspects of our Christian
walk in the same manner that a soldier
would use armaments to protect himself in
battle. Just as we wouldn’t expect to walk
out and fight a Sherman tank in our pajamas, we cannot expect to fight Satan and
his minions without effective prayer, Bible
study, and fasting.
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Remember, we would not need this armor if
it weren’t possible for Satan to attack and
injure us.
2) Know the tactics of the enemy
Jesus tells us in Matthew 10:16, “Behold,
I send you out as sheep in the midst of
wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves.” In other words, we
should understand how our enemy works,
but not be partakers in his behavior. We
need to remember that Satan is a deceiver,
a murderer, speaks half-truths, and does
not follow rules. His pursuit of us will never
end until the end of days, so we need to be
on guard and understand how and where
his attacks come from.
3) Be careful of your surroundings
I can recall reading a story of a preacher
in the 1800s. He went to New Orleans to
help convert the drunks and the prostitutes.
He decided to live on Bourbon Street to be
right in the middle of all the action. Within
several months, his behavior had become
just like those all around him. It is important
for us to realize that we cannot stay
immersed in a sinful environment. If your
job, school, or even church is a place that is
like that, you may want to consider going
elsewhere. As Christians, we should want
to help those who are lost and living in sin,
but we need to be careful that it does not
overcome us. Since we are constantly
under attack by the tempter, we should not
put ourselves in a state of temptation.
Much like ancient Israel, Christians need
to learn to rely upon the strength of God’s
hand. We can do nothing to stop the
onslaught of evil that is at our door everyday with our own power. Satan and his
demons hold sway over much of humanity.
It is possible for us to fall under that sway as
well. Therefore, we need to put God as our
first and only line of defense. He will fight

these spiritual battles for us.
If we
encounter an evil spirit, or a person possessed, we can command the evil spirit to
leave in the name of Jesus Christ. If we are
having personal encounters or are being
influenced, we can pray for God to fight the
battle. This war that we are involved in will
not stop until Jesus Christ returns. Let us
remember that we have nothing to fear if we
put God first and make Him our defense. It
is in Him and Him alone that we will be victorious in this spiritual fight.

Be on guard:
Influence is the most
common attack.
Know your enemy:
By using the armor that
God has provided
stand prepared. Satan
tho’ formidable can be
defeated.
Let us Remember:
We have nothing to fear
if we put God first and
make Him our defense.
Daniel Difranco is a board member and licensed minister for Pass-It-On-Ministries. Dan and his wife,
Jennifer, along with their twin daughters, Emma and
Elena, attend the Springfield Missouri Church of God 7th
day congregation.
All scripture is from the New King James Version.
i “Secular Humanism.”
The American Heritage
Dictionary of the English Language. Fourth ed.
2004.
ii Bonta, Steve. “Bread and Circuses.” The New
American 10 Feb. 2003.
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CONFLICT RESOLUTION
Through the Mind of Christ
James DeFrancisco, Ph.D.

Blessed [are] the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
– Matthew 5:9 KJV
Human relationships can be very difficult. This is often obvious in international politics
and diplomacy, which is universally vicious and self-centered. In an effort toward self-serving initiatives, governments strictly comply with their plans for carrying out policy dictates.
The following is a list of what politicians, diplomats and military officers are trained to do,
alongside how Jesus teaches us regarding our behavior:
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Worldly Approach

Jesus’ Teachings

Pride

Humility

Get our way

Obey God’s commands and follow His way

Cover up our mistakes

Confess mistakes and release them

Elevate ourselves

Seek to elevate others

Retaliate

Forgive

Hate our enemies

Love our enemies

When attacked, return more force

Pursue peace

When cursed, retaliate

Pray and show mercy for those who curse you

Emphasize only facts/data

Vision and faith

Exploit people

Serve people

Strive to get as much as possible

Give and share as much as possible

Friendship and love are conditional

Cultivate friendship and unconditional love

Depend on one’s own strength

Allow God to perfect our strength in weaknes

Respect status

Do not value one person over another

Strive to lead and control

Submit as a servant

Be independent

Be intra-dependent and one with God and others
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What military general would consider
“turning the other cheek” when struck by
another or “blessing” their enemies, or
telling their troops when persecuted or even
taken away by force, to pray for them?
How many human and civil rights activists
when being confronted with injustice by
those in civil authority, choose nonresistance? Contrast this with Jesus’ teaching to
surrender and turn the other cheek. How
would community leaders be perceived if
they loved those who do not love them and
actually delivered more than expected?
That’s exactly what Jesus instructed us to
do! His teachings are totally contrary to current values and common practice.
Conflicts in the family, workplace, church,
or anywhere, superficially may appear to be
between two people or two parties, but in
reality, the conflict exists within the individual. At any level, individual or group, the
conflict continues to exist within individuals
who have polluted and continue to pollute a
group identity. Anger, anxiety, mental illness, and other factors relating to conflict
that are affecting business and other areas
of life. As we address the internal source of
the conflict with the individual and transform
the individual perspective, conflict may be
resolved and the process will transform not
only the individual but the community
around the individual as well.
Much of conflict resolution training and literature assumes that the persons involved
want to resolve the conflict and that positive
thinking, conflict resolution techniques, and
communication skills are all that is needed.
Although win/win approaches, active listening, negotiation techniques, conflict mapping, mediation, assertiveness training, and
related approaches are helpful, alone they
are often not enough to resolve deep rooted
conflicts.
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In “From Conflict to Unity,” an article I
wrote that appeared in the April 2006 edition
of ACTS, I mentioned that the purpose of
the creation of human beings is companionship and that the Bible is a story of human
relationships. I also mentioned that at the
root of most (if not all) conflicts is selfishness and that Jesus described the steps to
resolving conflict in the Beatitudes and the
entire Sermon on the Mount. The Two
Great Commandments are the important
foundation in resolving conflict and achieving unity. General steps are 1) Obedience
to God’s law; 2) Submission to God and one
another; 3) A desire for oneness with God
and His people.
In that article, we looked at the concept
of a house built on a solid foundation with
seven pillars to illustrate how we can overcome conflict and achieve unity. The seven
pillars presented were:

The first step to both wisdom and
harmony is to overcome ego.
Humility is essential in human relationships.

The Holy Scriptures present
covenants and commitments in
relationships.
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A key that can help in this area is
responding instead of reacting.
Each party in a relationship must
learn to respond to issues with
patience, love, and thought, rather
than quickly reacting emotionally.

Unconditional love is enhanced
through promoting value by communicating that others are persons of
great value, resolving conflicts without putting others down, and
respecting them as individuals created in God’s image.

The power of unity is the power of
one. The walls of division and competition are preventing many from
experiencing the love, peace, and
joy, of the Holy Spirit. Competition
and pride breed division.

We can choose to rise above reactionary “fight or flight” responses
when dealing with conflict. We can
choose to flow in forgiveness, rather
than suffer in bitterness. Beware of
the destructive root of bitterness.

See to it that no one misses the grace of
God and that no bitter root grows up to
cause trouble and defile many. – Hebrews
12:15 (NIV)

Improving communication involves
“judicious editing” of conversation,
and communication styles is helpful
in developing a stronger bond.

Whether our relationships are in business, marriage, or friendships, the enemy of
our souls has a very specific strategy to
destroy them. A conflict arises, judgments
are made, and feelings are hurt. What happens next is the defining point of whether
the enemy gains a foothold, or the grace of
God covers the wrong.
(continued on page 18)
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Mercy and Justice
Noel Rude

Has anyone ever composed more beautiful and meaningful music than King David?
We have his words in the Psalms, and if the
melody measured up to the words, it must
have been awesome indeed. In spite of all
David’s sins God was pleased with him
(Acts 13:22b): “I have found David the son
of Jesse, a man after Mine own heart, which
shall fulfil all My will.”
But was it just the music? It was not, as
it says (II Sam 8:15; I Chronicles 18:14):
“And David reigned over all Israel; and
David executed judgment and justice unto
all his people.”
Later, Jeroboam cut his people off from
Jerusalem and established an independent
form of worship (I Kings 12:26-33).
Henceforth, of each king of Israel it is written, “he departed not from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made
Israel to sin” (I Kings 16:2, 7, 19, 26; 21:22;
22:52; II Kings 3:3; 10:29; 13:2, 11; 14:24;
15:9, 18, 24, 28; 17:21; 23:15; etc.).

We are living in such a day. It is not as if
the words of the LORD aren’t right there at
our fingertips. Bibles and Bible helps and
commentaries and studies are everywhere.
But we’ve been educated since the 1960s
to believe that the Bible isn’t true. And so
we search the globe in vain. We are, in that
sense, spiritual heirs of Jeroboam.
Amos prophecies that in the latter days
Jeroboam’s spiritual heirs will find themselves in darkness, yet, be self confident in
their worship (See Amos 5:20-25).
What the world needs, as Amos puts it, is
for judgment to run down as waters, and
righteousness as a mighty stream. There is
much suffering and hurt and poverty in this
world because of its unjust judges and
because men “…call evil good and good
evil …” (Isaiah 5:20).
But are we not all guilty to one degree or
another? As God said to Cain, “sin lieth at
the door” (Genesis 4:7). And as Paul tells
us (Romans 3:23), “For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.”

When we reject the source of God’s
Word—as Jeroboam did—then the supply
dries up. And so, Amos, a prophet to
Jeroboam’s heirs, prophesies,
“Behold, the days come, saith the
LORD GOD, that I will send a famine
in the land, not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water, but of hearing
the words of the LORD: And they
shall wander from sea to sea, and
from the north even to the east, they
shall run to and fro to seek the
word of the LORD, and shall not find
it” (Amos 8:11-12).
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In “Amazing Grace,” the best-loved of all hymns, John
Newton’s allusions to the drama of his life tell the story
of a youth who was a virtual slave in Sierra Leone before
ironically becoming a slave trader himself. A gradual
spiritual awakening transformed Newton into an ardent
evangelist and anti-slavery activist.
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And so, we sing a hymn by John Newton,
an English sea captain who repented of a
life of sin.
Amazing Grace!
How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now I’m found
was blind, but now I see.

not He render to every man according to his
works?” (Proverbs 24:12). Jesus answers,
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory
of His Father with His angels; and then He
shall reward every man according to his
works” (Matthew 16:27).

But, is it Cheap Grace?

Is the New Testament grace (charis)
really “unmerited pardon”? In one sense it
is not! For will God invest His mercy in one
if He knows there will be no return on His
investment?
Maybe not—considering
Isaiah 55:10-11—

The hymn is beautiful, but is God’s grace
really as “scandalous” as some would have
it? Is it a “cheap grace”?
God is “the Judge of all the earth”
(Genesis 18:25; Psalms 50:6, 75:8[7], 82:8;
I Peter 4:5; Romans 3:6; Hebrews 12:23;
etc.), and Jesus is also a judge (Matthew
25:31; John 5:30; Acts 10:42; Romans 2:16;
II Timothy 4:1; etc.). God is merciful
(Deuteronomy 4:31), “For the LORD thy God
is a merciful God”—and His mercy cannot
be bought—that is the meaning of justice
(Psalms 89:14,15): “Justice and judgment
are the habitation of Thy throne: mercy and
truth shall go before Thy face.” This is what
Peter perceived (Acts 10:34), “Of a truth I
perceive that God is no respecter of persons”, which is what the Torah proclaims
(Deuteronomy 10:17), “For the LORD your
God is God of gods, and LORD of lords, a
great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which
regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward.”
This, I suggest, is what Paul meant when
he says (Ephesians 2:8-9), “For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast.”
God’s mercy cannot be bought—just as
we hope our judges cannot be bought off by
the rich and powerful. But this does not
mean that we will not be rewarded according to our works. Solomon asks, “and shall
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No Mercy Without Merit

“For as the rain cometh down, and
the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower,
and bread to the eater: So shall My
word be that goeth forth out of My
mouth: it shall not return unto Me
void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it.”
God’s mercy comes with strings attached.
We repent, as God instructs the spiritual
seed of Jeroboam (Ezekiel 18:30):
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of
Israel, every one according to his ways,
saith the LORD GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.”
Jesus came preaching (Matthew 3:2),
“Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” And Peter said (Acts 2:38), “Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
[Spirit].”
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This is the merit of repentance that
Christians should know well. There is also
the merit of the fathers, which Moses
invoked after Israel committed the sin of the
golden calf. God says to Moses, “Now
therefore let Me alone, that My wrath may
wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great
nation” (Exodus 32:10). Moses adamantly
refuses.
Yet Cain asks, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9).
Yes, we are our
brother’s keeper. We
rest on one another’s
merit. It is to this intent
that Paul cautions
(I Corinthians 7:14), “For the unbelieving
husband is sanctified by the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but
now are they holy.”
The Merit of Going Beyond
Is it enough to just do what is required?
Micah asks and answers (6:8), “… and what
doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God?” And Jesus says, “So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those
things which are commanded you, say, We
are unprofitable servants: we have done
that which was our duty to do” (Luke 17:10).
Peter warns, “And if the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the
sinner appear?” (I Peter 4:18).
Remember how it says (Matthew 16:27),
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory
of His Father with His angels; and then He
shall reward every man according to his
works.”
God’s mercy cannot be bought, but if we
merit no reward, will there be any mercy?
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Jesus says, “In my Father’s house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for
you” (John 14:2). He is talking about offices
of authority. If we are not willing to assume
an office, to take responsibility for others, to
be our brother’s keeper, then it’s a good
question whether God will extend His grace
to us. We are called to a crown, and Jesus
warns, “Behold, I come quickly: hold that
fast which thou hast, that no man take thy
crown” (Revelation 3:11).
Abraham obeyed God (Genesis 26:5), but
he also sinned (Romans 6:23), and thus he,
too, was saved by grace (Genesis 15:6),
“And he believed in the LORD; and he
counted it to him for righteousness.” So in
what merit might Abraham have received
the promise?
“For I know Him, that He will command His children and His house
hold after Him, and they shall keep
the way of the LORD, to do justice
and judgment; that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham that which He
hath spoken of him”
(Genesis 18:19).
We are indeed our brother’s keeper
(James 1:27): “Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, To visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from the
world.” And charity begins at home.
(Galatians 6:10): “As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” Again Paul says, “But if any
provide not for his own, and specially for
those of his own house, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel”
(I Timothy 5:8).
(continued on page 19)
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The End Times
Orin F. Dean

Today we see many churches professing
to be God’s people and indeed there are
many of God’s people among them. But,
God does not leave His people in confusion
and darkness. In His love and mercy, He
sends angels to preach the true gospel to
them before Jesus returns. Let us now turn
our attention to the Three Angles’ Message
of Revelation.

This message is to fulfill God’s promise
found in Matthew 24:14, “And the gospel
will be preached in all the world as a witness to all nations, and then the end will
come.” In these final hours God continues
to offer everlasting life to the people of the
world.

First Angel’s Message

Second Angel’s Message

Revelation 14:6-7 says,
“Then I saw another angel flying in
the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach to those
who dwell on the earth—to every
nation, tongue, and people—saying
with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and
give glory to Him for the hour of
His judgment has come; and
worship Him who made heaven
and earth, the sea and springs of
water.’”

The second message is found in
Revelation 14:8, which says,
“And another angel followed saying,
‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great
city, because she has made all
nations drink of the wine and
wrath of her fornication.’”
In John’s time the great city was Rome.
The power represented by the woman was
the Church of Rome, ruled by the papacy.
Modern Roman-Babylon commits spiritual
fornication by polluting the church with false
doctrines and pagan practices.
Many modern churches now exist with
some truth and do good works. But now
they too are fallen and the truth and light
depart from them. They begin to go back or
think like the great abominable church from
which they came out (Revelation 17:5, mystery Babylon mother of harlots).
Those who accept this false gospel will
drink of the wine of the wrath of God. Those
who keep the commandments of God will
receive everlasting life.
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Revelation 18 describes the fall of
Babylon. Revelation 18:4 says, “And I
heard another voice from heaven saying,
‘Come out of her, My people, lest you share
of her sins, and lest you receive her
plagues.’”
God has many of His people in these
churches and calls them to come out. I
believe we are now living in this time. This
message is to “God’s” people who are in
these churches. Come out and join with the
remnant of true believers who know the
truth. The truth will set you free from false
worship.

Third Angel’s Message
The third message is found in Revelation
14:9-11, which says:
“Then a third angel followed them,
saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone
worships the beast and his image,
and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall
also drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out full
strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels and in the presence of
the Lamb. And the smoke of their
torment ascends forever and ever;
and they have no rest day or night,
who worship the beast and his
image, and whoever receives the
mark of his name.’”

The last beast, i.e., the Roman Kingdom
(the last kingdom Daniel saw that ruled until
Jesus comes), is the remnant of Roman
empires (western, pagan Rome, Christian
world) and its religions. The beast is a secular power or government (10 of them in
last days), but it always worships false gods
and enforces religious laws on its people.

The Coming of Jesus
After the plagues were poured out on
those who rebel and rejected the Three
Angels’ messages, Jesus comes and reaps
His harvest of the righteous who do right
–keep His commandments (Revelation
14:14-16). First Thessalonians 4:16-17
says,
“For the Lord Himself will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. Then we who are
alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And
thus we shall always be with
the Lord.”
Note in Exodus that when the plagues
were poured out on the Egyptians, the children of Israel were protected from the
plagues. I think that during the plagues,
God’s people will be protected, just as He
protected Noah through the flood.

Who is the Beast?
In the book of Daniel and Revelation, the
beast represents the kingdoms of Rome,
Greece, Medo-Persia and Babylon.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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When Jesus comes with His armies from
heaven (Revelation 19:11-14), the beast,
the kings of the earth, and their armies will
gather to fight against Him. (Revelation
19:19).
Those in their army will be
destroyed.
“Then the beast was captured, and
with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by
which he deceived those who
received the mark of the beast and
those who worshipped his image.
These two were cast alive into the
lake of fire” (Revelation 19:20).
But this is not the end.
When Jesus comes, the devil is bound.
And those who were faithful to God will live
and reign with Him on earth for 1000 years
(Revelation 20:4, 5:10). In Zechariah 14,
we are told that in the day of the LORD, He
will fight the battle and His feet will stand on
‘Mount of Olives’.
However, the end is not yet. For after
1000 years, the devil is turned loose to
deceive the nations (Revelation 20:7-8).
There is a final battle. Fire comes down
from God and devours them, and the Devil
is cast into the lake of Fire (Revelation
20:10).

Now John sees a great white throne. The
dead, small and great, were judged out of
books according to their works. Even death
and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death (Revelation 20:14).
Revelation 20:15 says. “And anyone not
found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.”

The New Heaven and New Earth
Now John sees a New Heaven and New
Earth as described in Revelation 21.
The Holy City comes down. God Himself is
with His people. There will be no more
tears, death, sorrow, or crying. All things
are made new. Revelation 21:7 says, “He
who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I
will be His God and he shall be My son.”
In Revelation 22:12 Jesus says, “And
behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward
is with Me, to give to every one according to
his work.”
I John 5:2-3 says,
“By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God
and keep His commandments. For
this is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome.”
Let us love God, keep His commandments, and love one another.
Each day we live brings us one day closer to the time of the end. Examine your
heart. Are you seeking after the God who
created us? Are you keeping God’s commandments? Are you ready for Jesus to
come again?

(No, this is just a lava flow,,)

Orin F. Dean serves with his wife, Sharon, in two
Church of God 7th Day congregations in Missouri.
Scriptures taken from the NKJV.
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Maranatha
College
We’re building the leaders for tomorrow’s church today!

What can you do with knowledge learned from Maranatha’s online classes?
Build a better relationship with God and your family
Build your character
Develop your own personal ministry
or…
Learn about leadership in your community and church
Go into your community and preach
the gospel more effectively
Read and understand the Bible better
Grow spiritually

Sign up for classes at www.MaranathaCollege.org or contact us
at Admin@maranathacollege.org for more information
Maranatha College is an online college where you can study and finish classes on your own
time. It is perfect for people that work full-time and also want an affordable
non-Trinitarian Biblical education. Take our free course and try it out without cost to you.
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(continued from page 10)

When a root of bitterness is allowed to be
planted and grown, it is like a cancer, affecting that person and also affecting all others
who are involved.
Breaking Satan’s foothold requires at
least one person to move into God’s grace.
It won’t happen when either party “feels” like
it, for none of us will ever feel like forgiving.
Few of us feel like talking when we have
been hurt. Our reaction is to withdraw or
lash out at the offending party. It is only
obedience and true love in our heart that
allows God’s grace to heal the pain that has
been inflicted by another person. This
grace prevents the parties from becoming
victims who will seek justice for their pain.
Although conflict seems unavoidable in
our relationships, it can be overcome.
When we hate and resent our enemies, bitterness is born within ourselves. To promote peace, we must begin by looking within and changing ourselves to conform to
God’s will before we attempt to change others. The next time you are hurt by someone, realize the significance of the crossroads where you find yourself. Choose
grace instead of bitterness, life instead of
death and destruction. Then you will be
free to move past the hurt, and a root of bitterness will not be given opportunity to
grow. Be aware of your own emotional
reactions and overcome them with God’s
grace and seeking His assistance in prayer.
When we consider our own sins first, ask
God in humility, incline the ear of our hearts
toward Him, and surrender ourselves as living sacrificial witnesses for His will, we can
seek God’s wisdom and the desire of His
heart. When you pray for an enemy, ask
God if He loves them. When He responds,
“Yes, of course,” ask Him how much He
loves them.
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You will find the answer in the familiar
words of John 3:16 and the outstretched
arms of the crucified Savior.
FINALLY…When we are in a conflict, is
it possible that we can learn something from
those who do not agree with us? Are we
open to discussion? Do we respect their
position? Could we listen and then present
our view without trying to convert them, persuade them, control them, or condemn
them? We must consider all of this and
more as we humbly listen and speak the
truth in love.
To resolve conflict takes much wisdom
and discipline. It also involves control of
speech. It requires dealing directly with
individuals rather than going around them
or gossiping about them. It is effective to
seek peace and win-win objectives in our
relationships. If you truly do everything you
can and the conflict continues, rest assured
that what you have done is sufficient to satisfy God’s expectations. Not everyone will
respond to your attempts at peacemaking.
Conflict Resolution resources and training are based on techniques and skills
which may be relevant to solving any conflict. Pick and choose the skill - or skills appropriate to your particular issue or crisis.
Above all, pray, repent, forgive, and humbly
approach the situation with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. Conflict resolution
works best through the compassion and
mind of Christ.
Jim DeFrancisco serves as President of Miltha
Ministries and Institute of Christian Principles.
Dr. DeFrancisco is on faculty as a professor at
Maranatha College and has courses on the Gospel of
John and Christian Counseling for Church of God (7th
Day) ministerial students. He lives in Mishawaka,
Indiana with his wife, Sandy. Together they have 3 sons
and 6 grandchildren.
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(continued from page 13)

Jesus’ parables illustrate the concept of
reward for works. Remember, for example,
the unprofitable servant who hid his pound
in a napkin. It doesn’t say that this man was
a grievous sinner. Nevertheless, the Lord
said to those that stood by (Luke 19:24-26),
“Take from him the pound, and give
it to him that hath ten pounds. (And
they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten
pounds.) For I say unto you, That
unto every one which hath shall be
given; and from him that hath not,
even that he hath shall be taken
away from him.”

So let us seek the merit of repentance,
and let us invoke the merit of the fathers—
and especially the merit of our elder brother
who is the Messiah—and let us invest our
talents in doing God’s work and, wretch that
we might be, let us accept the responsibility
of an office in the world to come when, as
John says (Revelation 20:4), “And I saw
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: … and they
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years.”
Noel Rude is a linguist who works with American
Indian languages in the Pacific Northwest of the USA.
Scriptures taken from the NKJV.

Check us out…Go to

www.actsforgod.org

You will find
Click-Publishing House to find -The latest issues of the ACTS/Fellowship Herald
Our Resource Order Booklet /order forms
Click on Camp Meeting and then -Camp Gallery to see pictures from Camp Meeting
Up coming events-And other items that may interest you

Got a minute… give us a look, make an order or leave a comment.
I’ll be watching for you… Remember we are now only a click away!
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