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From the Editor
“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith.” (Galatians 3:24)
The Law plays a central role in the Bible. The first five books of the Bible—Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy—have been traditionally called “books of the Law,”
though the genre of Genesis is primarily written as narrative. In total, there are 613 Old Testament
laws, with the majority of law material located from Exodus 20-Deuteronomy 33. Much of the Old
Testament deals with the application of the Law in the lives of people. These Old Testament examples bring to life the function and necessity of the Law. However, it is important to understand some
guiding principles to help us, as Christians, understand the function of the Law for both the ancient
Israelites as well as us today.
For starters, the Law in the Old Testament must be recognized as an ancient Near Eastern
covenant. In the ancient Near East a covenant was a legal binding contract between two unequal
parties, a suzerain or overlord and a vassal or servant. The suzerain provided benefits and protection to the vassal in exchange for obedience and loyalty. The vassal would be obligated to follow the
suzerain’s stipulations. In the case of the Old Testament YHWH was the suzerain and Israel was the
vassal. YHWH’s stipulations are the 613 commandments from Exodus 20-Deuteronomy 33.
The Law is part of the Old Covenant, the contract between YHWH and the ancient Israelites initiated at Sinai and renewed in Exodus 24. The Law’s nature clearly distinguishes its overall function:
Because God is holy; His law code strived to bring about holiness in His people through obedience
to the Law.
There are different types of laws within the Law. Some are clearly tied to the ancient Israelite
agrarian society, whereas others deal specifically with civil matters. The first ten laws—the Ten
Commandments—are of special concern. These were written by God’s own finger and highlight
moral and ethical obligations to both God (commandments 1-4) and to others (commandments 5-10).
Whereas debates among Christians concerning which part of the Law should be maintained and
which should be discarded have ensued for nearly 2,000 years, most Christians have long recognized the importance of the Decalogue. It is sometimes thought of as a mirror that points out our sin,
thus our need for a Savior. Without the moral law, then, how do we know when we sin?
In his book Can Man Live Without God? Ravi Zacharias tells of a rabbi who survived the Holocaust.
When speaking about Auschwitz, the rabbi said it was a world that had reversed all of the Ten
Commandments. The Ten Commandments, therefore, provide a moral backbone to society.
The New Testament employs a number of discussions about the Law, especially in the Gospels
and Paul’s letters. The Matthean account in the Gospels portrays Jesus as the New Moses. Here,
we find Jesus the Lawgiver reapplying two Old Testament commands (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus
19:18) in Matthew 22:40 and expanding upon their applicability (Matthew 5:21-48).
As promised in Jeremiah 33, Christians can now proclaim a new and better covenant, the New
Covenant. It should be noted that the New Covenant still demands loyalty and obedience out of
God’s people. In the history of salvation the function of the Law has changed from being a means
of salvation to a means to “bring us to Christ” (Galatians 3:24).
In Christ,

John R. Kennedy, Editor ACTS
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Jesus’ Interpretation of the Law
Tom Roberts, Ph.D.

Scholars such as John Bright have noted
that the Gospel of Matthew contains five
groups of our Lord’s teachings that correspond to the five books of Moses, (Matthew
5-7, 9:36-11:1;13:1-53; 18:1-19:1; 24-25).i
New Covenant Theology also suggests that
Christ became our Kinsmen Redeemer so
that we might become the righteousness of
God. That is what is meant by being a fulfillment of the Law, which is a reenactment of
God’s Law through Christ in us (Matthew
5:17). Keener states that to fulfill God’s Law
was to confirm it by obedience and demonstrating that one’s teaching is in accord with
it. With strong emotion, Jesus reaffirms the
eternal nature of God’s Law, which was a
popular story from His contemporary Jewish
teachers (See Jeremias). Likewise, the
sages declared that when Solomon threatened to uproot a yodh (a Hebrew letter) from
the Law, God responded by saying He would
uproot a thousand Solomons rather than one
word of His Law (Sanh 2:6, Ex Rabb 6:1).
Jesus sides with the tradition of the rabbis
who stated that even the smallest details of
God’s Law are essential.ii Therefore, the
New Testament concept of Christ being the
righteousness of God is really declaring that
Christ is the Living Torah, and as the Living
Torah, He will give the final true interpretation of God’s Law in the New World. The
Matthean synthesis has been called by Dr.
Lapide as the New Torah.iii The LXX used
the equivalent of the Hebrew word Torah 192
times and its Greek equivalent nomas 229
times.iv Drs. Quinn and Wacker correctly
advance the idea that nomas was broadened in New Testament literature to employ
the entire revelation of God. During Christ’s
ministry, He performed special healing acts
during God’s appointed times.
These
Sabbath miracles were given not only as a
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sign of God’s vindication of His people, but
also early Christianity would remember
these events during their liturgical worship of
Christ from one Sabbath to another. This
also shows that Jesus rejected much of rabbinic aspects of Sabbath keeping as He
sought to free His people from the enslavement of human tradition (Mark 7:7). Jesus
believed the Sabbath was made on account
of man and not man on account of the
Sabbath, showing the Sabbath was made
truly for man’s benefit and not for man to
serve the Sabbath (Matthew12:1-8; Mark
2:27-28). Jesus is Master of the Sabbath. It
was because Jesus’ lordship of the Sabbath
that gave Him the messianic right to exercise
judgment and mercy to heal (Mark 1-2;
Matthew 12:1-14), to cleanse lepers (Mark
1:44) as well as to eat with the unwashed
hands (‘am-ha’aretz), pluck the corn, and to
show acts of kindness on God’s holy day.
Jesus also instructs His followers to have
judgment regarding Sabbath activities. In a
newly found agraphon that is found in place
of Luke 6:5 in codex D from the 5th and 6th
centuries, Jesus states the following: “Man, if
you know what you do, you are blessed. But
if you do not know, you are accursed and a
transgressor of the Law.”
James H.
Charlesworth adds Jesus was not speaking
against the observation of the Sabbath but
against the distortions of its original meaning.v
Torah, Christ, and Salvation History
We have established the concept of progressive revelation that ties together through
the unwinding of the eternal thread found in
Genesis 3:15 called the evangelium. This,
when revealed, shows us the eternal concepts that tie the covenants together through
salvation history implying that the Law of
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Moses with the priestly functions may be fulfilled with the coming of Christ. As High
Priest, He now officiates a better covenant
as its mediator (Hebrews 8:1-13), and He
has fulfilled the national obligations for
Israel. In this context, the Old Covenant is
vanishing away but had not been totally
replaced as of the writing of the Epistle to the
Hebrews (Hebrews 8:13) as Jew and Gentile
alike are called into the new priesthood
through the New Covenant leaving fewer citizens under the Old Covenant estranged
from the hidden Messiah,vi as they were
climbing spiritual plateaus to reach Zion and
a better priesthood. It is within this framework which the book of Hebrews was structured showing a journey from the Old
Covenant to the New Covenant. During this
journey, the symbols of the Old Covenant
become emblems of broader definitions of
reality applied in the New Covenant to an
eschatological fulfillment at the end of time.

These Sabbath miracles
were given not only as a
sign of God’s vindication of
His people, but also early
Christianity would remember these events during
their liturgical worship of
Christ from one Sabbath to
another.

The Nature of Law and the EschatonGod’s Final Law Suit
The picture of the High Priest dispensing
His Law, mercy and judgment, is symbolized
in the heavenly court and temple visions of
the book of Revelation, where the annual

Advocating Christ The Savior

festival days are used in literary imagery to
illustrate the events that take place between
the Day of Atonement and the Feast of
Trumpets. The Hallelujah chorus is a Dead
Sea Scroll reference to the victory song on
the Sabbath Day and Revelation 21 is an
expansion of the Feast of Tabernacles when
God will dwell with His people. When the
Apocalypse of John is speaking of the testimony of Jesus being built on the framework
of the apostles and prophets, there is only
one sacred Law from a sacred story that can
be implemented for God’s chosen ones
today.
The book of Revelation draws heavily on
flood narratives which become seas of people who are saved at the end of time. It also
depicts the Exodus wanderings as Christ fulfills the Passover symbols (1 Corinthians
5:7-9) in His people as the Lamb of God as
well as the atonement narratives (Hebrews
8:1-13), which picture the High Priestly work
of the Messiah with new imagery picturing
the new temple with the new lamp stand and
new holy things (Revelation 8 & 11). Christ
also is seen during the church age (the New
Pentecost-the re-giving of the Law through
the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4) and the new harvest of
Revelation 14:14-20) through the anointed
times of God’s Holy Day patterns which are
revealed through the opening of the seals
and through the blowing of the trumpets until
the seventh trumpet, the final shofar, sounds
and the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdoms of our Lord (Revelation 11:5). At
that time, creation shall break forth with a
new song, an antitype of the Song of Moses
(Revelation 15:3), the Hallelujah Chorus.
This is drawn from the Qumran caves of the
Dead Sea found in the Sabbath Scroll, 4Q
400, the sixth and last manuscript, 4Q 405,
which corresponds to Revelation 19:1-2 picturing the new creation. The Lord will tabernacle with His people (Revelation 21:1-4)
ultimately fulfilling the symbolism of the
Feast of Tabernacles. Thus, the new Adam
cancels the covenantal curse in Eden in
addition to the old world history and writes a
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new history saga in the hearts of His people
(1 Corinthians 15:45) with a new Eden, a
new flood, a new exodus from the new spiritual Babylon (Isaiah 47; Revelation 18:4-8),
a new covenant, a new priesthood, a new
judgment hall speech followed by a new
song and a new Zion. This new history is
summed up with the statement “Behold, all
things become new!” (Revelation 21:1-5).
Jewish Christians would have understood
Hebrews and Revelation as well as the
Gospel of John where He uses symbols of
bread, water, and light to convey the structure of Holy Days which Jesus personifies, to
declare a new law and a final age. It was not
a code but the person of Jesus Christ
Himself.vii As Jesus brought the law to pass
during the acts of His ministry like the unveiling of a scroll from Sabbaths and the other
appointed times, Jesus chose to reveal His
mission on the appointed times using
imagery such as bread (John 6:32-33) (in
Feast of Unleavened Bread Leviticus 23:5-7;
Deuteronomy 16:1-8) and water, vine, (John
15:1-17) light, and redemption. Such examples are the Feast of Tabernacles during the
water drawing ceremony (John 7:37. 39)
taken from Leviticus. 27:34; Jeremiah 2:13
and Isaiah 12:3, where Jesus proclaimed He
was the hudorzon, meaning living water and
living Torah (John 4:6, 7-9, 13-14), illustrating the need of the soul to be filled with Torah
and the Messiah. According to Rabbi Bar
Kahana ca. AD 130, the place of drawing
was to be where they drew the Holy Spirit.viii
During the Feast of Dedication while He
taught in the outer court, Jesus stated “I am
the light of the world” (John 8:12; 10:10)
while standing in front of four menorahs.
His mediatorial office also enables Him to
fulfill the priestly benedictions found in the
Holiness Codes of Leviticus 1-16 later
broadened by Isaiah’s holiness codes, not
just to the Levitical priesthood but to the
Nation of Israel as a whole. This concept is
amplified by Peter and John when they state
“Thou hast ordained us priests of God”
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(Revelation 5:10) who are members of the
royal priesthood of all believers. This has
resulted from a change of priesthood
(Hebrews 7:11-28) that has removed the
administration of death which Christ exercised during His ministry of forgiveness of
lawbreakers (Romans 8:1), yet without
removing the Law from which these
covenants were created. It is interesting to
note that the Ten Commandments contained
in the Decalogue were kept in the Holy of
Holies in the Ark of the Covenant and were
not to be seen as only Levitical in their application. The New Testament writers of
Hebrews and Revelation expand upon the
concept of the Law being under the mercy
seat from which the High Priest, through
God’s mercy, will dispense divine justice and
atonement.
New Covenant Theology
endeavors to trace the timeless concepts of
God’s teaching to His people and to merge
the Law/Gospel relationship into a walk of
obedience while being fashioned into the
righteousness of God by His grace.

Tom Roberts is the Ministry Coordinator for the Churches
of God, 7th Day.
i Bright, John, The Kingdom of God, p. 203.
ii Keener, Craig S., A Commentary on the Gospel of
Matthew, p. 178.
iii Ibid., p. 50.
iv Quinn, Jerome D., Wacker, William C., The First and
Second Letters to Timothy, p. 84.
v Charlesworth, James H., Jesus Within Judaism - New
Light from Exciting Archaeological Discoveries, p. 65.
vi Cline-McCrary, J., Climbing the Mountain-Bible Study
for Those Who Will Hear, pp. 216-230.
vii Scott, J. Julius, Jr., Jewish Backgrounds of the New
Testament, p. 332.
viii Van Orden, Bruce A, Top, Brent L, eds, The Lord of
the Gospels, pp.200-201.
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Moses and the Burning Bush
Pieter Barkhuizen, Th.D.

Question: how many elephants did Moses
take into the ark? Did I catch you out? Of
course, it was Noah! Moses was the one
they found in the river, the one who received
the Ten Commandments, and listened as
God communicated with him from a burning
bush.
Before we consider the discourse at the
burning bush, let’s first engage a short Bible
study of the many parallels between Moses
and Jesus.
There are at least 50 very clear parallels
between Israel’s Lawgiver and Israel’s
Messiah. Here are some for your consideration:
Moses, a Jew by birth, was born
when Egyptians (gentiles) ruled over
Israel (Exodus 8-10). Jesus, a Jew
by birth, was born when Romans
(gentiles) ruled over Israel
(Luke 2:1-5).
An evil ruler, the Pharaoh, decreed
that all male Hebrew babies should
be killed by casting them into the river
(Exodus 1:22). Moses was the target.
An evil ruler, Herod, decreed that all
male Hebrew babies should be put to
death (Matthew 2:16). Jesus was the
target.
Moses was hidden in Egypt for 3
months to keep him alive (Exodus
2:2). Jesus was also hidden in Egypt
to keep Him alive (Matthew 2:13).
Moses’ mother put him in the river in
a BASKET (Exodus 2:3).
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Jesus’ mother put Him in a
MANGER- (a feeding trough) (Luke
2:7).
Now it’s your turn. Can you find some of
the other parallels? Here are some verses
to compare:
Exodus 34:29 and Matthew 17:1, 2
Psalm 77:20 and John 10:11-16
Numbers 21:9 and John 3:14-15
Exodus 16:15 and John 6:33
Deuteronomy 1:23 and Matthew 10:1
Exodus 17:4 and John 10:31
Exodus 34:28 and Matthew 4:1, 2
Jesus began His ministry in a super
natural way—a dove descended on
Him, and a voice spoke from Heaven
(Matthew 3:17-17). Moses began his
ministry also in a supernatural way—
the story of Moses and the burning
bush is one of the most well-known in
the Bible (Exodus 3:1 - 4:17).
Moses was being trained to be a pharaoh,
but at age 40, he killed an Egyptian and fled.
Exodus chapter three tells us that he herded
sheep for his father-in-law, Jethro. One day
in the desert, he noticed a burning bush.
Perhaps he thought at first that lightning set
the bush ablaze, as it sometimes happens.
But then he observed that the bush was only
burning, but not consumed. And then God
spoke to Moses . . . from the bush!

God is the solution
to feelings of inability.
7

Through the miracle-conversation, God
told Moses that he should return to lead the
Israelites out of bondage. But, Moses had a
problem with this tall order, and he began to
confess some of his apparent disqualifications for the task ahead. Have you ever felt
disqualified for something you knew God
wanted you to do? Ever made any excuses?
I have done that many times. My ears are
turning red as I continue to write. Keep on
reading and let’s see how our own excuses
compare with those of Moses.
At first, Moses confessed his inability. He
did not feel qualified. “Who am I, that I
should go unto Pharaoh?” (Exodus 3:11).
Moses sounded very sincere.
Nothing
wrong with being humble. Of course, just 40
years earlier, he was so confident about his
call to deliver his people from bondage, that
he even killed an Egyptian. God spoke to
Moses, impressing upon his mind a great
lesson, still valid for each and every
Christian-believer today: all is well if God is
in the bush! God showed Moses that the
burning bush would burn and not be consumed: the supernatural can be achieved if
God is involved. God is the solution to
feelings of inability.
And then Moses came up with a second
excuse, one of ignorance, “Who are You?”
(Exodus 3:13). Again, Moses is honest and
sincere. Israel wanted to know who they
were worshiping. The Israelites had been
exposed to many gods while in Egypt—and
Moses wanted to avoid confusion, by identifying for them the only One and True God. If
we have a teachable spirit, then ignorance is
not a serious problem. Moses got the
answer: “I AM THAT I AM . . .” (v.14). The
implication is that God is anything and everything Israel might ever need. In verses 1622 God told Moses that the “I AM” was going
to be Israel’s great Provider.
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This lesson means a lot to me personally:
whatever my problem, the great I AM is
Jehovah Jireh, my personal Provider.
But Moses wanted to get everything
spelled out—he wanted clarity and understanding, and so in Ex. 4:1, he told God
about Israel’s unbelief . . . they simply would
not listen to him. God had just told Moses
what He planned to do—but Moses didn’t
believe. Yet another excuse!
Do you think God will blame us, if we honestly confess that we have doubts . . . even
a little doubt? In Exodus 4:2-9, Moses got a
prescription for strengthening his faith. You
remember the story: Moses casting his rod
on the ground, to the more challenging test
of picking it up after it became a snake. If we
are willing, God will build our faith.
But, Moses had not yet run out of excuses and questions. In Exodus 4:10, we discover that Moses had a speech impediment,
which created a feeling of inadequacy.
Perhaps Moses stuttered. However, God
had a way out. Remember the story of the
burning bush: any old bush is good as long
as God is in it! So the speech problem was
no problem for God. And right here Moses
made the blunder of his life! In Exodus 4:13,
he asked God to send someone else.
Suddenly God’s anger was kindled, verse
14:
“And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and he said, is not
Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he
can speak well. And also, behold, he
cometh forth to meet thee: and when he
seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.”

The ONLY requirement God
has of you, is AVAILABILITY.

“Are you willing?”
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With all the other excuses, God was very
patient, but now His anger was aroused.
Why? Because Moses said the one thing
that made God angry: “I’m not available.”
And God responded by saying that He would
use his brother Aaron. Moses would still
have the responsibility—but he would have
to share the privilege of being God’s sole
agent in Israel’s salvation history.

Cooking fires would consume the equivalent of four thousand tons of wood each
day—a few more freight trains a mile long
each.

Is God calling you for something special
today? Are you ready to fire your excuses at
God? Please remember that the ONLY
requirement God has of you, is AVAILABILITY. “Are you willing?”—is the big question.
Feeling inadequate? Feeling like an old
bush? Would you like to see what can happen when you let God inside the bush?
Notice what happened to Moses, and how
God used an imperfect person to bring honor
and glory to His name.

And finally, the land needed for campsites
when they stopped at the end of each day—
750 square miles—would have been twothirds the size of the state of Rhode Island.

When Moses led over two million people
out of Egypt, he didn’t have all the logistics
worked out ahead of time. He just knew that
God had told him to do something, and he
stepped out in faith.
You know the story. Moses and the people
left Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, and journeyed through the wilderness for forty years.
But have you ever really considered the
magnitude of what was involved?
For that many people to cross the Red
Sea, double file, the line would have had to
be eight hundred miles long, and it would
have taken thirty-five days and nights. In
order to cross in one night, they had to have
an opening in the Red Sea three miles wide
just so they could walk five thousand
abreast.
To feed that many people would require fifteen hundred tons of food each day—or in
modern terms, the contents of two freight
trains, each at least a mile long.
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The eleven million gallons of water necessary each day just for drinking and cooking
would fill a freight train of tank cars totaling
eighteen hundred miles in length.

It would be amazing enough had it been
for just one day; but remember, they were
forty years in transit.
Moses trusted Jehovah Jireh’s ability to
enable him to do what he had been told to
do. It didn’t matter that to the natural mind it
didn’t seem possible. Moses believed God,
and he stepped out in faith.
Moses was a positive person—sure he
had questions, but once his course was
set—he couldn’t be moved.
I believe that Moses understood the
Gospel, because of what I have discovered
in his famous prayer (Exodus 32:7-35).
“Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin - ; and
if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book
which thou hast written” (Exodus 32:32).
When we look at the original Hebrew in
verse 32, it clearly speaks of salvation. The
word “forgive” is the Hebrew word NASA,
which means to “bear” or to “carry.” Isaiah
also used a form of this word twice in Isaiah
53:4, 12—“Surely he has bourne (from
NASA) our griefs . . . and he bare (from
NASA) the sin of many.
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In Moses’ prayer, he is saying to the Lord,
“But now, if you will bear (from NASA) their
sin . . .”
This is ample evidence that Moses understood the plan of redemption. He believed in
a coming Messiah, and an anticipated cross.
He had a grasp on Jesus our Substitute: for
Moses, for Israel, for you! Yes, God
answered Moses’ prayer when He sent His
only begotten Son to take OUR PLACE on
the cross. Jesus paid it all; all to Him I owe.

Dr. Pieter Barkhuizen is currently writing a book for the
general Christian market, entitled, The Shocking Truth
About God: a non-trinitarian perspective vs. the image of
the
Beast.
His
e-mail
address
is
radiogoodhope@aol.com

Moses trusted Jehovah Jireh’s
ability to enable him to do what
he had been told to do. It didn’t
matter that to the natural mind it
didn’t seem possible.
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The Law in the Christian Life
Pastor Shawn Ragan

Recently I was in a “Messianic” Jewish
service, and during the procession they
marched out a Torah and showed reverence
to it. Almost all of what was said and taught
was based around the Torah, or the first five
books of Moses. The emphasis clearly was
on the Law.
A little over a year ago, I remember sitting
and listening to a speaker espouse how the
Torah was the focal point of our Christian life
and how it was the sign if you were a
Christian or not.
This same person
preached a sermon that was made to show
how Christ pointed to the Law. He kept the
Law, so that means we should, too. Joseph
and Mary kept the feast days, so, again, that
means we should, too. They pointed to the
feasts. In these sermons and teachings, the
Law was the center of the professed faith.
In each of these instances, and sadly
many more, I walked away somewhat saddened. While all of these things may sound
logical, or right, they do not measure up with
the Christian faith. Many of these things are
fine for those who profess modern day
Judaism. They fall short, however, of
Christianity and the faith taught by Christ and
His apostles.
We must remember, first and foremost,
that we are called to be Christians. What
that means in our life is that the center or
focal point is Christ. It means that all else is
based or centered around Him. All the
events in the Old Testament were leading up
and pointing to Christ. All things since have
been based in the fact that Christ has come,
and will come again. He does not point to
the Law or the Old Testament; they point to
Him. That is an important distinction.

Advocating Christ The Savior

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the center of the
faith, and as the Word of God made flesh–as
the very Son of the Father–He is the full revelation of the Father to man. No one before,
and no one since, can claim that role.
With that, however, we remember that
before Christ came–before the Word
became flesh, this revelation had not yet
come. In other words, it was not complete.
Old Testament Judaism lacked the full
understanding of God that was to be
revealed to mankind in Christ Jesus. Even
the Apostles, after spending time with Jesus
and recognizing Him as the Christ and the
Son of God, often failed to understand.
So, to try to understand the Law as the
Hebrew people did, say, in the time of
Moses, is no different than trying to understand addition as a five year old–trying to
count with your fingers. At the time, when
we were five, those fingers were a great
help, but as adults we would think it childish
and foolish to go back and do simple addition by counting our fingers. Since then, we
have had to learn so much more–times
tables, long division, algebra. Yet that is
what we do when we try to go back into and
under the Old Covenant–when we try to
make the Law the center of our faith and try
to live that faith as the people of Israel did
before the Incarnation. Christ has come!
Praise God!
My point here is not to be negative against
the Old Testament. God forbid! It plays a
vital and important role in our life, but it is not
the center, nor the focus. The Old Testament
shows us a God who is bringing those people to a certain point in time, and that time is
the coming of His Son, the Word made flesh.
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In other words, as the writer of Hebrews
expresses it–these things were the shadow
pointing to the great thing, which is the
Christ. Those who flip that around and try to
point to the Law through Christ are going the
wrong direction, and are bound to fall into a
legalistic view of Christianity, or worse,
Judaism.
Recently I said during a sermon “If you get
Christ right, you’ll get everything else right”
(not my quote, someone else’s). In other
words, a proper and correct understanding
of Christ will lead you into proper and correct
understandings of other things. Notice, it
begins with Christ. Someone commented to
me they were glad to hear that saying,
because they had been told “If you get the
Law right, you will get everything else right.”
Now, let me say I do not entirely disagree
with that statement. If you get the Law right,
that should lead you to Christ, because that
is what the Law did. Where I would disagree
with it, however, is that once you have
Christ, once you are pursuing Him, there is
no need to go back to the methods that took
you there. You’re there–just stay there.
Keep pursing Him and His truth, and go
where that truth takes you.
So, by now some may think that I am an
antinomian (meaning one who is against the
Law). Some may be upset and think I dislike
God’s Law or that I am somehow negative
against it. God forbid! This is the Law of
God, and should be respected and searched
out. It is holy. What I am against, though, is
putting the Law in the place reserved for
Christ. It is the shadow; He is the great
thing. To put the Law in the throne Christ sits
in is not Christianity—it is idolatry.

As Christians, as we look towards the Law,
as we see what our Lord taught us about the
Law, and as we look to His perfect sinless
life, there is but one response. “Lord, have
mercy.”
It is a sad fact, especially in our day and
age and in modern American culture, that
many who profess Christ look to the Law and
somehow think they are justified or better
than another. Incidentally, that attitude did
not begin in the modern age, or in American
culture. If we turn back to the first century,
we find it there as well.
Have you ever found it interesting that the
harshest words Christ spoke were not
against the tax collector, the prostitute, or the
adulteress? They were against those who
looked to the Law and saw in it their justification–those who looked at it and thought it
showed they were doing well. They looked
into the Law–this mirror if you will–and
instead of seeing their own sinfulness and
their need for Christ, instead of falling to their
knees, beating their brow, and crying out:
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy
on me, a sinner,” they stood tall and congratulated themselves and thought they were
holy.
How many times does someone look at
the Law today, and often it’s actually just the
Sabbath, and somehow walk away feeling
justified or better than someone else? This
is no different than the pride of the Pharisee
who looked down on the sinner and said,
“Thank you, Lord, that I am not like this man.
. . .”

Now the question remains. Is there a
place for the Law in our life today?
Absolutely! But we need to know what that
purpose is in order to let it fulfill its proper
role in our life. What, then, is the function of
the Law? To reveal sin.

12

April-May

2008

ACTS

As I said, the Law is there to lead us to
repentance. It is there to take us to our
knees, that after looking into it and seeing
how far we have fallen short of the glory of
God we might beat our breasts and with
tears cry out: “Lord have mercy on me, a sinner.” It is there on our knees, in our struggle
to live a life pleasing to God and in communion with Him, that we might, with the apostle
Paul, cry out: “O wretched man that I am!
Who will deliver me from this body of death?
I thank God–through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
There is no room in the Law for pride. For
only the blind, looking at an X-Ray revealing
their own body severely infected with cancer,
would go around the room and down the
street and by their neighbor or coworker and
think they were healthier than all others.
Pride instead of repentance is the first sign
of spiritual deception and blindness. This
pride will lead one away from Him who
saves. This pride will lead one to try to take
Christ off His throne and place the Torah, or
themselves, there. It will lead to the only
thing the Law, because of our sinfulness,
can lead to–death.

reveal your sinfulness and show you where
you need to grow. It can, if you let it, lead
you to a life of repentance and to the merciful God and His Son who conquered sin and
death. And it is there, in His grace and in His
mercy, that we find life, for He is life.
I began this talking about the Torah procession during the liturgy. Let me tell you, I
am all for processions. I think it is good and
meet to show honor and reverence to God
and to recognize holy things. But as a
Christian, my hope and my faith is not in the
Torah. It will not save me or you. In the
Christian Faith, the Gospel has replaced the
Torah in that procession, and life has conquered death.

Pastor Shawn Ragan serves as the Senior Pastor of the
Meridian Church of God (7th Day).

The Law can not save you, nor will it. It
can, though, drive you to your knees with
tears. It can lead you to walk around the
room, and along with the apostle Paul,
declare “I am the chief of all sinners.” It can

Camp Meeting 2008
Just a heads up!
Meridian Camp Meeting is coming up faster than you might imagine. If
you sing, play an instrument, do a reading or a skit, or if you are going to do
something with someone or with a group, please practice your parts and ask
them to practice their parts because we would like you to share it at Camp
Meeting. Start preparing now and come!
Thanks,
Norma Flannery
Specials Coordinator
Advocating Christ The Savior
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Gary Arvidson

The 10 Commandments (hereinafter 10C) can be presented according to a suggested structure, of which the overall division is
two-fold. As such, the 10-C are simple
teaching tools. This notion is based upon a
concept taught by Jesus in Matthew 22:3739, and is a critical element showing that He
fulfilled aspects1 of Deuteronomy 18:15, 18
by means of His instruction in Matthew about
the two-fold nature of the 10-C.
Jesus said: “. . . on these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets . . .”
(Matthew 22:40). The outline below is a simple stylistic perspective of the 10-C. This format is used to illustrate aspects of the symmetry and beauty of the 10-C. According to
this suggested structure, the 4th
Commandment is transitional between the
first three commandments which are devoted to God, and the last six commandments
which point toward mankind.

I. Toward God
1st Great Commandment - Matthew
22:37-38
In His supreme moment of basic instruction about God’s Law, Jesus gave a critical
commentary on the 10-C. He clearly outlined an underlying two-fold structure.
Curiously, the 10-C appeared on two tables
of stone.

Part 1
0. “I Am God”
v.2
GOD
This is the core statement and underlying
truth, hence the focus for the individual who
is hearing this. It is introductory. It is an
overall concept that will be detailed (clarified)
by the full content of the first 3 commandments. Now begins the elaboration. Please
read with the sense of: “I Am God, therefore
such and such (is to follow) . . . .”

1. “I Am God”–“...no other gods...”
v.3
godsLESS
No other being can be accepted besides the
one true God—whether the Hebrew word is
singular or plural (Isaiah 46:9). Also, notice
that: “. . . covetousness is idolatry . . .”
(Ephesians 5:5). In the last days, people will
depend upon their possessions instead of
God, which equals idolatry (Psalm 52:7).
This is the generally non-discerned evil
where possessions replace worship of God.
This is misplaced identity. God is God, and
there is none other.
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2. “I Am God”–“...no graven images...”
v.4-6 IMAGELESS
There must be no representation, likeness,
or similitude of God by the following means:
(#1) figures [idols / icons], (#2) images
[drawings / photos / shrouds], (#3) faces
[w/long haired style: as w/Jesus images],
and/or (#4) concepts [theological / philosophical notions] about anything that one
can think up to define God (Isaiah 46:5).
God, in His absolute essence, is unthinkable! God is God, and there is nothing to
compare with God. Making comparisons is
a human tendency, but all comparisons limit
God. God must not be limited in any way.
The ideal perspective is to state that: “. . . He
[God] is . . .” (See Hebrews 11:6), and then
leave it at that, without commentary – which
is without limitations.

3. “I Am God” – “...not take name in
vain...”
v.7
NAMELESS
To name is to define. Man cannot comprehend God, let alone define God. The full
meaning of YHVH is a mystery. Hence, God
is indescribable (i.e. like with no images [see
above]). In Jewish circles, YHVH is called
the great name, the unique name, and the
explicit name. God’s name is so sacred that
it is not to be misused. To misuse God’s
name is blasphemy. Some had taken this
Great Name in vain. Hence, according to
Jewish records, the correct pronunciation
was removed as a safeguard. That is why
the Great Name is designated in the Hebrew
by the term Hashem (i.e. meaning the
name). In the New Testament, the Great
Name is quoted from Joel 2:32 in Acts 2:21
and Romans 10:13. The Apostle Peter identifies one specific name to be uttered in the
context of receiving salvation (See Acts
4:12).

Advocating Christ The Savior

Part 2
4. “Remember the Sabbath day...”
v.8-11 WORKLESS
In this suggested structure, the 4th commandment is transitional because it is a special feature that provides a vital connecting
link between God & man. Hence, it is a day
of relationship for God and man. It is a day
of union with God through man’s inactivity in
man’s worldly affairs. It is a day of blessing
when “observed” by non-doing, non-selfish
thoughts, etc. (Isaiah 58:13). It can become
a missed blessing—when not observed.
Also, the 7th day represents a higher spiritual aspect which is a more profound rest from
one’s labors in a world of materiality. It
points to the rest described as: “. . . come
unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest . . .” (Matthew
11:28). That form of rest is the spiritual
Sabbath of the highest order, and it is foreshadowed by the weekly Sabbath. Adding to
this is the millennial Sabbath (or the 7th
1000-year period from creation), which also
depicts, in another form, this ultimate spiritual Sabbath of Rest.

II. Toward Man
2nd Great Commandment Matthew 22:39
The two-fold structure of the 10-C is illustrated next so the reader can perceive the
basic contrast of the first 3 commandments
(for God), and the last 6 commandments (for
man) by means of the Sabbath inter-connection. As such, the Sabbath is a major link.

“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind....
You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.”
Matthew 22:37, 39
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A. Group = Direct Affects
& Bodily Personal
5. “Honor Father / Mother”
v.12 Respect Parents
This is the underlying basis that gives life to
each individual. To honor the parents is
most critical—because everyone must have
respect for their individual existence through
their source. The parents are the well-spring
of each person. This must not be forgotten.

6. “Not Kill (murder)”
v.13 Respect Life
This evil act removes life from earthly existence. Murder causes the most grievous
physical consequences. God makes this
very plain in the story of Cain and Abel, with
the damage only being repaired by means of
the death of God’s own Son.

7. “Not Adultery”
v.14 Respect Another’s Mate
This is broken trust—where life is destroyed
at its source—which is nearly as grave as to
“murder”—since the central life unit (husband / wife) is compromised / destroyed (i.e.,
forgiveness is difficult). So, a man must
“cleave” to his own wife.

B. Group = Indirect Affects
& Non-Bodily Possessions
8. “Not Steal”
v.15 Respect Possessions
This is a concrete reality. This commandment deals with objects as possessions.
This does not affect personal bodily harm.
This action takes away from life in the sense
that it takes from the time / energy required
to produce this object. This “steals” life.

16

9. “Not Lie”
v.16 Respect Basic Honesty
This is an abstract reality. It is intangible =
Level #1 of mouth / spoken. This creates
false impressions, so that man is forced to
deal with unrealities as with truths—and it
takes away from life in many ways—as our
litigious society today reveals.

10. “Not Covet”
v.17 Vital Mind Control
This is an abstract reality. It is an intangible
= Level #2 of mind / thought. With this
commandment, we arrive at a purely mental
state—which no one but God can “see.” The
wrongly focused desires of covetousness
create the conditions whereby others of the
10-C are broken. This commandment must
be kept “in the heart,” which is where all the
trouble begins (see: Jeremiah 31:33;
Hebrews 8:10, 2 Corinthians 3:3, Romans
7:7).

Summary
The 10 Commandments comprise a vital
synthesis of basic instruction for mankind.
They provide the underlying ideal relationship that should occur with: (#1) God, (#2)
man, and (#3) fellowman—with the Sabbath
as a generally unrealized connecting link
that solidifies this union. These beautiful
commandments have been established by
God in a logical and systematic manner—
that is progressive in scope. It is hoped that
this suggested structure posed above, will
assist the reader in gaining a greater appreciation for the intrinsic design of the Great
God who prepared—and delivered this
Royal Law for the benefit of all (James 2:8).
Gary Arvidson is currently active in a writing ministry, focusing
primarily on theology, history, and archaeology.
Copyright 2007 – Gary Arvidson
1aspects – Details are provided in two booklets by this author
entitled: Jesus The Prophet (28pp.) and Moses & Jesus: 60
Factors that Reveal the Identity of the 2nd Moses (40pp.).

April-May

2008

ACTS

ARE

WE THE FUTURE GENERATION

GOD

WANTS US TO BE?

Doris Murrell

Lord, I can’t make it on my own . . . !
I need you now more than ever before. We
cry Lord, Lord, but are our lives in accordance to His will as we cry out Abba Father?
We are truly living in perilous times. The
end is closer now than ever before. It is time
we live our lives the way God wants us to
and who He has chosen us to be: His children set aside for a divine purpose.
The devil is living among the children of
God. . . . He is more rampant than ever
before. Looking at the news, all I can see is
distress, death, agony, sorrow and pain.
From a young woman who’s so far gone that
she will bundle up a gift from God and toss it
into a dumpster as though it were garbage to
a young man who can take the strain and
pressure of life away by finding a permanent
solution for a temporary problem—we who
have the truth must arm ourselves with the
word of God and shine a path in this darkened world.
“You can’t live one mistake and make it
your life.” If you just sit for a moment and
reflect on these words, you’ll see its implications are true: Don’t live in the past!
Yes, you’ve made mistakes. It seems as
though you can’t see the light at the end of
the tunnel. We feel as though all hope is
gone. We want to turn our eyes away from
the reality of what we’ve done, but my friend,
don’t give up. God is faithful, merciful and
true. He’s the forgiving Father and will never
give you more than you can bear.
Acknowledge your wrong, ask His forgiveness and walk upright with both eyes
opened, focused only on Jesus. Since we

Advocating Christ The Savior

are pilgrims on this earth, the wiles of that old
dragon will get us down. The influence of
this world pulls us towards the things that are
sinful. Commercials are so powerful that we
are motivated to do without thinking; we buy
the newest trends, talk the latest talk and act
out the lyrics that even degrade our peers.
We subject our life to fulfilling the quota of
what the world thinks a youth should be. But
Stop! Think!
Think about the direction that the world is
headed and where God wants us to go.
Know that of a surety, you have the power
from God that delivered the three Hebrew
boys and conquered death and hell. This
same power can heal any sickness, cast out
demons, overcome temptations and turn sorrows, tears and pain into joy. YOU have that
power! Claim that authority and trample the
devil under your feet. Even though trials may
last for a season, we know that God is more
than able. So, let that old serpent, that
fowler, that deceiver of many know that he
has NO power, NO authority and NO hold on
the life of a child of the king uniquely created
for a divine purpose.
Don’t give up, NEVER give up. You can
do it! Speak it. Claim it. Receive it!

Doris Murrell is a member of the Mt. Zion Church of God
7th Day in Brooklyn, New York.
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Dear Friends:
Before you know it, Summer 2008 will be here. School will be over and your
young people will now have more free time on their hands. We want to build
awareness and invite your youth group to our upcoming Catch the Vision
Youth Conference (July 2-6, 2008), in Kingsport, TN at the MeadowView
Conference Resort & Convention Center.
Since 2002, Catch the Vision conference has drawn more than 1,500 youth and delegates representing over 60 churches nationwide, including Mexico, New Zealand, Brazil, South Africa,
England and many Caribbean islands. CTV youth conference has served to provide youth
groups with an exciting, spiritual, jam-packed week of training and fellowship that inspires
deeper commitment to youth ministry and provide the tools to serve in their respective local
church and community.
Our conference has attracted the prominent Church of God Seventh Day leaders in the field
of youth ministry for this high impact event. Some of the most powerful communicators like
Dr. Tom Roberts, Devon Blackwood, Sharon Gamble-Bowen, Julie Rhymer, Dr. Rosemarie
Downer, Stacy Sims, Alex Ciurana, Mylon Gadson and Israel Steinmetz—to name a few, have
left a life-long impression on the minds of the attendees.
Due to the great success of our special enrichment seminars, we will once again have tracks
for pastors and married couples. They are called, Pastors Gathering and Celebrate Marriage.
New this year, children can take advantage of our Digging Deeper Summer Camp. This
adventure will take them from exploring God’s creation through wildlife and nature, to a biblical curriculum journey to becoming spiritual champions. This conference can now benefit
and be enjoyed by the whole family.
Don’t just send your youth, come with them because there will be so much to do. Register
today to join hundreds of other youth and international delegates as we take our faith to
another level in God.

Gilford Monrose
Gilford Monrose, Conference Director

Catch The Vision Conference Information:
By Web:
By Phone:
By Mail:

www.mtzioncog7.org/2008

1-866-284-9466 / 718-284-1097
203 E 37th ST / Brooklyn, NY 11203

Deadline for registration and full payment is 6-8-08.
NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION. NO EXCEPTIONS.
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<< catchthevision>>
2008
We Need Your Help!
Through a joint effort-your church/organization can help make this conference a
huge spiritual success with your support and participation. Your generous support
will significantly contribute to the youth of the church. Youth are our greatest
asset and we encourage you to invest in them. Please check the sponsorship level
below that is comfortable for you. These choices include sponsoring a full and/or
partial scholarship for the international delegate/keynote presenter. For additional
information about sponsorship benefits, please contact Gilford Monrose at
gmonrose@yahoo.com

Title Sponsor-$2,000
Presenting Sponsor-$1,500
Major Sponsor-$500.
Booster-$10 per name
Handbook Sponsor/Advertising (full page ad-$200 / half page ad-$100 / quarter page ad-$75)
Please include your Name / Church Affiliation / Contact Information / and your Sponsorship
Level. Deadline is Friday May 25th, 2008

Check us out on the web at:
www.actsforgod.org

Advocating Christ The Savior
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