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Summary of Our Statement of Belief—We believe:
1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter.
2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life;
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom
and rule this earth in great power and glory.
3. The means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith
in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command
to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of the Lord Jesus for the
remission of sins.
4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies.
5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments,
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on
Saturday.
6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year
at the proper and appointed time.
7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death.
8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.
10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.
Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day), is in a state of constant growth and we all have
different backgrounds, it is likely that your views may differ somewhat from those of the
authors. At any rate, these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21
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President’s Letter

November 2021

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Things over the last year and a half have been
trying and stressful. Remember that God is always there for you through all that you are going through.
Remember to pray for His guidance.
The Board of Directors and the Ministerial Council have been working diligently to help provide support
to those that need it. We want to remind you that if you are wanting a religious exemption from the vaccine,
then get with your local pastor. Pastors please contact the General Council Headquarters if you need a letter.
According to the Statement on Vaccinations that was approved this last summer, you can register with the
General Council Headquarters as a conscientious objector for vaccinations.
We have been working on upgrading the lights in the multi-purpose building from florescent bulbs to
LED lighting. We are also working on making lighting upgrades to the publishing house as well. The air
conditioning project for the multi-purpose building is also being worked on. We have gotten a couple of bids
and are looking over the details.
The Campmeeting Committee has been working on getting things together for Campmeeting 2022. I
pray that all of you will continue to trust in God and continue to pray for His guidance.
Earl Rice
General Council President
We’d like to thank Noel Stockwell for trimming the tree that
threatened to take out our fence and for all the other many
things he does to keep our grounds looking so nice.

We’d also like to
thank Randy
Sedlacek for all
the many things
he does over and
above his “job
description.”
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A big thanks needs to also go to
Nathan Palmer for being so
willing to help with our many
electrical needs!

Last, but not least, we are so
thankful for all of you, too
numerous to name, who
volunteer and support the
Council year round and for the
many prayers that have been
lifted up for the work here.
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Daughters of the King
Greetings and blessings from our Lord and Savior,
I pray you are all staying strong in the Lord as we
live in these confusing and sometimes trying times.
Come with me on a journey that I pray will encourage you to trust and lean on God even if you don’t always understand or have answers you feel you need.
In 2021, I planned to go back to Kenya and help
with the mission work at the Shema Academy and orphanage. I also wanted to go back to the Kibera slum
and do some work with TBM (The Bucket Ministry).
Do you hear my statement… “I planned”? I prayed
and was sure I heard from God that I was supposed to
continue making plans to go with the team. We began to
plan for the March trip. Tickets were purchased and we
looked at purchasing sewing machines for the ladies and
teaching them to make uniforms for the children at the
academy.
I continued to pray and plan, then I had some
COVID related health issues pop up that might be harder to handle in Africa than the US. It seemed God was
saying that I should reconsider and look forward to going on the next trip. The airline agreed to transfer tickets, so I did not go. The team headed out, deciding we
needed to assess the situation before items were purchased, and then a larger team could be formed to go
and complete the needed work later in the year.
After Sophia and Patrick returned, we did have a
better idea of exactly what was needed and how to partner with the folks at the academy and members of the
Kenya General Council. After much prayer and seeking
God’s will, we felt God was telling us to plan a trip for
the end of August. We would go back and try to finish
some of the work already started. An opportunity to get
shoes through the Because International for the children
also became a reality for this trip.
Working with Grace, a DOK president in Kenya,
who owns and operates a business which makes uniforms for children, we found sewing machines at a reasonable price to be purchased locally. She and her husband met Maina, the director of the school, and his wife,
Ruth, in Kisumu, Kenya and purchased the machines.
After a meeting with potential team members at the
Midwest Family Camp, some team members decided
they would not be able to go with us on the upcoming
trip. Issues continued to crop up and as God provided
answers, we felt this was a positive sign and again
booked our tickets for the middle of September.
Now we all had to get negative COVID tests before
we could fly out. Labor Day weekend provided a few
challenges, but we got our tests and waited for the results, which were promised to be back before we flew
out on Thursday. My test results were received right
away. Sophia and Patrick waited but did not hear anything about their tests. We packed and proceeded to the
airport without their results. Just before boarding we
4

decided we needed to rebook for a different day as we
could not fly without negative test results. God led us to
a clinic that would do an acceptable rapid test and guaranteed results within the required time. The three of us
again went for testing. Sophia changed our tickets to the
following Sunday.
Sophia and Patrick got their negative results right
away but I did not. After many e-mails to the clinic with
no hope for test results in time to fly out and much prayer, we felt God was saying the mission should go forward with Patrick and Sophia going and I should stay.
God was once again telling me once again not this
time. I was disappointed but at peace. It affirmed what I
felt God has been showing me all along: the work
should be led by the local folks in Africa, not the US.
The 2-day delay allowed the local folks to take the lead
and get the work started before Patrick and Sophia arrived.
After the team departed, I had some more health and
family issues crop up that made me feel I needed to be
here in the US. Several days after the team departed I
got a number of e-mails from the lab conducting the test
apologizing and telling me they could find no record of
my test. Yes, God is in control. How many times does a
lab lose tests?
God is on His throne and in control!!!!
I wonder if some might say, “Linda, what makes
you believe God would talk to you?” and might need a
bit more convincing. Well, here is another confirmation.
I always travel with VISA travel cards instead of
using my normal credit card. I purchased 2 before the
trip. When it came time to put the money back into my
bank account to pay for a new water pump, the bank
said the cards were expired. Records showed they expired 2 days after I purchased them. What a mess I
could have been in if I traveled to Africa with expired
debit cards and not enough cash!
God is so good and in control of my life!
Many miracles happened that allowed the children
and staff at Shema to get uniforms, shoes, and sewing
machines. Other positive connections with the government and the school were made for the future of the
school.
God’s plan is always best.
If God is willing and wants me to go back to Africa
again, I will again prayerfully make plans. I know God
is always in control and has my best interest at heart and
will guide me and give me peace.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart … and He
will make your paths straight” Proverbs 3:5-6.
I pray you will place your life decisions in His
hands. He loves you and will always direct your path if
you step out of His way.
Love and prayers,
Linda
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A Faith filled testimony through Sophia’s
WhatsApp updates from the beginning of
the journey to Kenya, September 2021:
9/6/21 - We would ask that you keep Pastor Josko Kibet,
of Kenya, and Linda Palmer, my husband Patrick and
myself, of the USA, in your prayers as we join together to
lead a team in Kenya to do the Shema Project work. God
willing, Patrick, Linda and myself will be flying out of the
US on September 9th and will be meeting up with Josko
and his wife Prisca in Nairobi. We will be joined by Grace
Yegon, the DOK President of the Sabbath Church of God,
Sotik, Kenya and to work at the orphanage just outside of
Isibania, Kenya for a week. Linda and Grace will be
teaching sewing lessons, while the rest of us help as
needed around the orphanage. When the week is over,
Grace will head home to Sotik, Kenya and we will then
head to Bomet for a meeting with the local pastors on the
19th. Then head back to Nairobi on the 20th for COVID
testing for the US team and hopefully a chance to work
with The Bucket Ministry in the Kibera slum before the US
team flies back to the US on the 23rd.
…9/8 - Please continue to pray for our COVID results to
come...
…9/9 - Linda has received her negative covid test. Patrick
and I have not received our test results yet…
…9/9 - It is looking like we are not going to be able to fly
out of the USA today…
…9/9 - We found a clinic that has appointments today, we
are heading there now….
…9/11 - Praising God that Patrick and I have gotten our
negative results and are ready to go tomorrow. We are

Headquarters Happenings
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still praying for Linda's results…
9/12/21 - I stand here knowing that God is in control, that
He has a perfect plan and that His ways are not my ways,
just as He told Isaiah. Linda didn't get her results and we
are accepting this as a sign that she is to wait until
another time to visit our brothers and sisters in Kenya. It is
so difficult to be all packed and ready to go and yet have
the Lord say no, not now. Perhaps He was testing our
faithfulness as He did Abraham with his son only to stop
him at the last possible moment and supply a different
sacrifice. Linda's faithfulness to her Lord and Father has
stayed true even now in our disappointment. Patrick and I
are still feeling that we need to proceed. Our flight leaves
at 11 am MDT. Thank you all for your prayers.
After we returned home, Linda shared with us how the
Lord had repeatedly affirmed to her that this wasn’t the
trip she was to take. She may not have been on the
ground in Kenya, but if she had not been part of the team
from the start, much of what we did there, with regards
to the sewing machine aspect of the trip, would not have
happened. The Lord didn’t ask us to know every aspect of
the trip, He only asked us to go. We all said yes, both the
US and the Kenya team, not knowing what that would
look like. Linda’s part of this team was just as integral to
this mission as those of us who were there. Was it difficult
to not have her there? Yes. Was it difficult for her to stay
behind? Yes. Would we have said no if we knew the end
result? No! God’s plan was perfect and we were all
blessed by the opportunity to join Him in His work. How
many have missed out on the joy of the Lord by saying no;
not now; not yet; not me?

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

Thank you all for your prayers, not only for the recent mission trip to Kenya, but for all of the work the Lord is doing
here and through His churches and children all around the world!
While we were in Kenya we had the opportunity to visit both our brothers and sisters in Bomet County and The Bucket
Ministry team in Kibera.
While in Bomet we were blessed with the opportunity to share the biblical financial training Easy Peasy, or as Josko
calls it PPE, with 45 ministry leaders from all around Bomet County. We have already seen some of the teachings being
put into practice as the Kenya General Council works and plans three large projects for their area, a library and study
center; a health care center; and an orphanage and school. Please lift them up in prayer as they work to raise funds for
these projects that are greatly needed and will be a blessing to many.
The Kibera project for the Bucket Ministry is growing and the Kibera team is now 80 members strong, and Josko has
even joined the work. Pray as they minister, bringing clean water and the gospel to the 408,000 residents of the slum.
The goal is to complete this work in less than three years!
We continue to work on tracts, Bible studies, and the website here at the headquarters. Thank you to all those who
have contributed to these efforts with your prayers, talents, and finances! Glory be to our Father!
Blessings! sf
Advocating Christ The Savior
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A starter set of 160 + uniforms were purchased
from Grace Yegon’s shop and handed out.

Not all of the children got uniforms, but with the extra material that was brought,
the new seamstresses will quickly get the rest of the children taken care of.

The new registration will open the door for government assistance!
Continued on page 10
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A Lesson for Randy
Children at Summerwind School loved the
windy weather. Their school was in a field on
the side of a hill. The lovely woods behind the
school were far enough away so that the field
made a wonderful place to fly kites. Many of
the boys brought their kites to school and flew
them during recess on the windy days. Mr.
Jones, the man who had the little store at the
crossroads, sold the parts to the kites and the
boys and girls put them together. They had
contests to see who could get this kite to fly
the highest.

Benjamin isn’t here, so I can’t ask him.” Then
Randy thought, “I don’t think that Benjamin
would mind if I borrowed his kite. If he were
here, I believe that he would tell me to go
ahead and fly it.”

Benjamin was proud of his kite. His kite flew
the highest of any in the whole school.
Benjamin had made the kite with his father’s
help. It was stronger and better than the kites
Mr. Jones sold. All the other children liked to
watch it flying there in the sky.

And then a terrible thing happened. There
were some pretty flowers in the field, and as
Randy was holding the kite with one hand, the
other hand brushed against a flower. There
was a bee on the flower and it stung him.
Randy yelled and jumped, and before he knew
it, he had let go of the string and away went
Benjamin’s kite, sailing across the field and into
the woods.

Randy was a friend of Benjamin’s. The boys
often played together. One day Randy stayed
after school to help the teacher. After he
erased the blackboards, he went into the
coatroom to put on his jacket to go home, and
he saw Benjamin’s kite. Benjamin had
forgotten it or had decided to leave it at school
until the next day. The wind was blowing nicely
outside and Randy thought, “Oh, how much
fun it would be to fly Benjamin’s kite! But

So Randy took Benjamin’s kite and went to a
field between the school and his home. The
kite went up and up and up, and the wind blew
and blew and blew. Randy had never seen a
kite go so high before, and he was very much
excited.

“Oh, oh, oh!” said Randy, “now what shall I
do?” His hand hurt and it was puffed up from
the bee sting, but his heart hurt most because
he had borrowed Benjamin’s kite without
asking him, and now it was gone. Randy didn’t
know what else to do so he went home. His
mother put medicine on the bee sting, but she
noticed that he was very quiet that evening;
she thought it was because he had been hurt
by the bee. She didn’t know that Randy had
lost Benjamin’s kite.
The next morning when Randy woke up he felt
worse than ever. He didn’t want to tell
Benjamin that he had lost his beautiful kite that
flew so high. “I know what I’ll do,” said Randy.
“I’ll just not tell Benjamin. I’ll let him think that
someone stole the kite. He will never know
that I took it and lost it.”
When Randy had decided that, he was even
more unhappy. The Lord Jesus was in his heart
telling him that that was no way for a Christian
to act. “You must go and tell Benjamin,” the
voice in his heart kept saying.
Continued on page 9

Draw your own clouds, trees, and other scenery.
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Week 48

Week 41

 Philippians 1-4

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

 Revelations 19-22

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

 1 Timothy 1-6

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

OBEY

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

What should I do to
it?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

OBEY

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

What should I do to
it?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

 Revelations 12-18

 Revelations 6-11

Week 47

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

 1 Peter

 Titus

Week 42

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Week 46
 2 John
 3 John

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Week 43

 Hebrews 1-6

 Hebrews 7-10

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

 Revelations 1-5

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

OBEY

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

What should I do to
it?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

OBEY

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

What should I do to
it?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

Why do you think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

 1 John

 Jude

 2 Peter

Week 45

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

 2 Timothy 1-4

 Hebrews 11-13

Week 44

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Continued from page 8

Randy said, “No, I won’t tell Benjamin. I’ll let
him think some other boys stole it.”
On the way to school, Randy saw Benjamin in
the road ahead of him. Randy’s feet wanted to
turn around quickly and take him the other way,
but Randy’s heart had decided something, and
his heart made his feet hurry and catch up with
Benjamin. Then Randy’s heart made him talk. It
made him say, “Benjamin, I borrowed your kite
last night to fly it.”

“Oh,” said Benjamin, “I left it at school. I hope
you had a nice time with it. Did you take it back
in the school?”
“No,” said Randy. “While I was flying your kite a
bee stung me, and the kite string flew out of my
hand, and the kite is gone.”
Benjamin looked very angry. He started to say
something and then almost as suddenly as

Advocating Christ The Savior

Randy had been stung by the bee, the look on
Benjamin’s face changed. He looked up into the
sky. Randy thought maybe he was looking for
his kite. Then Randy heard Benjamin say very
quietly, “All right, Lord Jesus.” Then to Randy he
said, “I'm sorry that you got stung by the bee.
Of course, I’m sorry that my kite was lost, too;
but I can make another one.”
“Aren’t you awful angry?” Randy asked.
“No,” said Benjamin. “I started to be, but the
Lord Jesus talked to me about it and I decided
not to be. I can make another kite.”
“Oh, Benjamin,” Randy said, “could I help you
make one? I am good at making things, and if
you would tell me how, I could make one. I
could give you back a kite for the lost one.”
“Let’s make it together!” said Benjamin.
So that’s what Randy and Benjamin did.
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Continued from page 7

Sophia’s posts from WhatsApp

Special thanks to Sandy Jones, publisher of Christian Living Magazine, for
bringing these shoes to our attention and for getting the grant from
Thrivent Financial for the seed money for the purchase of the shoes.
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1 Corinthian 6
I am humbled to be sharing a bit of Scripture with my
Church Family. The Lord has taught me as I
journeyed through it. So, come along on a little
mental road trip with me. Toss your imaginary kids in
the back seat, buckle up, and don’t forget to turn left
at Winnemucca.
A while ago, my pastor asked me to share a particular
scripture with our congregation, with the goal to “talk
about how we are transformed from disconnected
sinners to a united holy people who do God’s will.” I
was thrilled—and, because I can never remember
which number belongs to which text, I happily agreed
because it was somewhere in 1 Corinthians. I love 1
Corinthians; everyone loves 1 Corinthians. It is
quoted constantly! It has the love chapter which is
read at literally every church wedding I have ever
attended; the chapter on spiritual giftings and unity
among the body of Christ; teachings on the Lord’s
supper; words of wisdom; and tips on having a
righteous marriage.
So, turn with me now in your physical Bibles or
phones—this is better if you do—to 1 Corinthians 6.
Does yours have a chapter heading? What does yours
say? Here’s mine: “Lawsuits Among Believers.”
I thought he gave me the wrong Scripture reference. I
thought he got it wrong three times, at least, maybe
more. I never remember numbers.
Then I read it through twice. Then I flipped to 2
Corinthians because maybe I got it wrong, then went
looking for 1 Corinthians 16, in case there was a typo
in the text message he sent. I even gave Colossians a
flip-thru…then I went back and read it 3 more times,
along with the surrounding scriptures for context…
naturally.
I realized two things. First, my pastor is gifted with
relentless optimism of my gifts in stating the
painfully obvious to everyone else.
The second is we ARE a holy people, united, called
to do God’s will.

Let’s dig into this, then. I hope your imaginary kids
actually used the bathroom last stop, because this is
the long drive through the desert.
1

If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he
take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of
before the saints? 2Do you not know that the saints
will judge the world? And if you are to judge the
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world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases?
3
Do you not know that we will judge angels? How
much more the things of this life! 4Therefore, if you
have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges
even men of little account in the church! 5I say this
to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody
among you wise enough to judge a dispute between
believers? 6But instead, one brother goes to law
against another—and this in front of unbelievers!
7
The very fact that you have lawsuits among you
means you have been completely defeated already.
Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be
cheated? 8Instead, you yourselves cheat and do
wrong, and you do this to your brothers.
Now, conformist that I am, I would scan down that
little passage and read into the command that is
presented. “Don’t sue thy neighbor.”
Got it. I haven’t done that one today. I’m free of that
sin.
Paul expands on that thought—we shouldn't drag our
Christian brothers and sisters to court, it's
embarrassing. Judge Judy educating you on the rather
obvious points of property ownership in small claims
court on national tv level of embarrassing. All
because you poured bleach on your neighbor's tree
and it died and fell on your car and now you want a
new one plus lost wages—cringe. And, though some
of humanity might enjoy watching others die from
embarrassment…we would prefer not to do so
ourselves…or be associated with it in any way lest we
perish from second-hand embarrassment.
Don’t be embarrassing. You can’t cringe someone to
Christ. Got it.
But Paul and Jesus aren't interested in my little sin
checklist. If He was, Jesus would have told Peter
exactly how many times he had to forgive his brotherinstead, Jesus calls us to radical paradigm shifts, and
an extreme level of faithfulness, and He has given
ALL of us this gift and responsibility to use it.
Let's unwind some of Paul's dramatics here and get to
the meaning of it all. The church in Corinth was filled
with arguments and disputes. Not over doctrines of
salvation, or how to reach the lost with the good
news, or which person gets to wash the other’s feet
first…but of material things that are trivial in the light
of eternity. 1 Corinthians 6:7-8 says, “The very fact
that you have lawsuits among you means you have
been completely defeated already. Why not rather be
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wronged? Why not rather be cheated? Instead, you
yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to
your brothers.”
Trivial things—things that do not matter—things that,
as a person on a long road trip with kids, would cause
you to yell “Don’t make me come back there!” but
not actually stop to do it—arguments that amount to:
“Stop staring at me.” “You’re cheating.” ”You can’t
change the thing you’re looking at on I Spy!” “She’s
looking out MY window.” “He’s breathing MY air.”
and, the ever-present “It’s not FAIR!”
Paul is annoyed by the behavior of the church, taking
squabbles to court—running to someone who has no
investment in the outcome—no knowledge of what a
Christian is called to do—to decide what is “fair.” He
says, “keep it among the saints.” “Therefore, if you
have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges
even men of LITTLE ACCOUNT in the church! I say
this to SHAME you. Is it possible that there is nobody
among you wise enough to judge a dispute between
believers?” (1 Corinthians 6:4-5 emphasis added).
Then he goes into another checklist of sinners in
verses 9 and 10…idolaters, adulterers, drunkards,
swindlers…who will not inherit the kingdom. He
goes on to say, “and that is what some of you WERE.
But you were WASHED, you were SANCTIFIED, you
were JUSTIFIED in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians
6:11 emphasis added).
We were. We were sinners, but through the sacrifice
of Jesus, we are no longer. We have died to self and
live in Christ. He gave up everything to give us
everything. We are adopted into His kingdom, joint
heirs with Jesus, He is preparing a place for us. He
will return, and, as Paul reminds us in verses 2 and 3.
WE are the saints, us. We WILL judge the earth,
judge the angels even. You know, the big glowy guys
with all the wings and eyes who are always telling us
not to be afraid of them? Yeah.
If all of that is true—which, as it’s written here, pretty
sure it is … do we not have the ability to:
• settle these little squabbles;
• give up our rights;
• give up what is fair;
• lay down our lives for the sake of the church, for
the Gospel, for the world;
• go the extra mile;
• turn the other cheek;
• love our enemy;
• bless those who curse us;
• show the world that the love of God changes all
things;
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that we can be unified, as a body, running hard
after the Lord;
• that we can show the world that we are
Christians BY OUR LOVE!!
So, I’m going to ask you to meditate for a few
moments right now and reflect on the ideas I’m about
to present.
•

I want you to open your heart to the Holy Spirit,
allow Him to show you if you have an attitude, or
conflict, or a right, that you need to lay down for the
sake of your church family.

Do you need to:
 let go of a wrong done long ago?
 forgive a sister or brother?
 pray for that guy that really annoys you?
 APOLOGISE for something? That one is hard,
but it opens more doors than you can imagine.
 do you need to remove a plank from your own
eye so you CAN help your brother with the speck
that is stuck in his?
 maybe surrender the idea that you are here to be
served and fed spiritually, and instead volunteer
your time or talents to serve others?
 love your neighbor as yourself?
 share with the new believer the wisdom you have
gathered from the struggles on your own spiritual
journey?
 pour out our own selfish needs and desires, and
allow Jesus to do in us what we can’t do
ourselves? What God has already done for us…
As Paul reminds us in verse 11, “But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our
God.”



All scripture in this article is taken from the NIV
(1984).

Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is
For brethren to dwell
together in unity!
Psalm 133:1
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The Dark Side of Forgiveness,
when 70x7 overshadows reconciliation.
By Sophia Fleming

Recently I have had some words of Jesus echoing in
my mind. Generally, when the Holy Spirit prompts
me like this I’m about to go through some spiritual
growing pains. This has been no exception.

Smith’s face and a twinkle comes back into her eye.
They hug and Ms. Jones drops her check into the
plate on her way back to her seat…

The need to forgive and to ask for forgiveness is an
I believe many of us are familiar with Matthew essential teaching throughout the Bible. We live in a
18:21-22, “Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, sinful world and conflict is inevitable, how we deal
how often shall my brother sin against me, and I with it is more than just an act of obedience it’s also a
forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to him, witness to those who are watching. “Pursue peace
“I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to with all people, and holiness, without which no one
seventy times seven.” Peter, being generous, asked will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall
Jesus if two times the legal requirement, plus one for short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
good measure, would suffice in relieving himself springing up cause trouble, and by this many become
from dealing with a brother who was repeatedly defiled;” (Hebrews 12:14-15). I’ve seen, for example,
offending him. Jesus answered by
how “many become defiled” as
multiplying the number and added
gossip springs up around an
that we need to forgive others as our Recently I have seen and unresolved
conflict
between
Heavenly Father has forgiven us. This heard (and unfortunately members. I’ve also heard the
teaching has been taught from pulpits
deafening words of an unbeliever
practiced)
the
much
and in classes for centuries as a great
referring to the members of the
reminder not to withhold forgiveness easier technique of
church as a bunch of hypocrites.
from those who have, or may not forgiving a fellow
Recently, I have seen and heard (and
have, asked for it.
unfortunately practiced) the much

Christian rather than

The words of Jesus that have been
easier technique of forgiving a fellow
echoing in my mind lately are from an reconciling with them.
Christian rather than reconciling with
earlier teaching that Jesus did, known
them. Why is this bad? It is bad for a
by many as the “Sermon on the Mount.” Sandwiched couple of reasons. First, because it often does not
between His expounding of the deeper meaning of truly resolve the issue and can breed resentment and
two commandments, ‘thou shall not murder’ and bitterness within the church. Granted, there are times
‘thou shall not commit adultery’ is Matthew 5:23-24, when just forgiving someone for an offhanded
“Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and comment or cutting in line at potluck is the
there remember that your brother has something appropriate response. However, there is a difference
against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and between us being slighted for a small inconvenience
go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and and knowing that someone could have been offended
then come and offer your gift.”
by our behavior and not seeking to reconcile.
Jesus is actually saying work things out among
yourselves before you go to the Father with your
gifts, not on Tuesday when you have penciled in a
meeting with the Pastor. Could you imagine the
scene? … Ms. Jones is about to put her check in the
offering plate when all of the sudden she remembers
that she had heard that Ms. Smith was upset at her for
not helping clean up after potluck last week. Ms.
Jones then jumps up and goes over and explains to
Ms. Smith that she’s very sorry for not staying last
week but her daughter ate something that made her
sick and she rushed her home. She apologized for not
saying something on her way out since she was on the
list to help clean up. A look of clarity rushes over Ms.
14

It’s also a matter of maturity. It not only helps us
mature but it helps those around us to mature as well.
Many skip down to Matthew 18:21-22 when referring
to forgiveness but in the process skip over Matthew
18:15-17, “Moreover if your brother sins against you,
go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.
If he hears you, you have gained your brother. But if
he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that
‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word
may be established.’ And if he refuses to hear them,
tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the
church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax
collector.” Jesus went out of His way to layout a
method for reconciliation. I find hope for my future
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growth in the fact that just a few verses after Jesus
said this, Peter had forgotten the method too.
However, that doesn’t negate the fact that there is a
method No matter how much we want to avoid the
conflict, we are still expected to work it out with each
other.
The other reason to not just forgive but to seek
reconciliation is that it can breed arrogance in the
forgiver. I am not too proud to admit that I have been
knocked off my high horse when I sought to inform
someone of their misdeed only to find out that when I
went to reconcile that I had completely misread the
situation. I had fallen “short of the grace of God” and
became defiled in my arrogance.
Reconciliation, as an act of love for one another, is
one of things that sets God’s people apart from

legalistic religions. If we truly love one another the
way our Heavenly Father loves us, why would we
want any animosity between us and our brothers or
sisters?
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which
is] your reasonable service. And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what [is] that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God. For I say, through the grace given
to me, to everyone who is among you, not to
think [of himself] more highly than he ought to
think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to
each one a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:1-3)
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