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Greetings! Paul, in 1 Corinthians 1:2-3 says, “To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, both theirs and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
He calls the believers at Corinth “saints.” Are you a “saint?”
What makes someone a “saint?” That title has been given to many individuals by the Roman Catholic
church. I think of my grandmothers as saints, both of them. They were very patient with their grandchildren.
My grandmother Harrelson was humble, kind and patient, quick to help someone in need, and full of good
works. Definitely “Saint-like!”
Considering what Paul goes on to say about the church members at Corinth, one might question why he
calls them “saints!” He addresses them as being carnal, as babes in Christ. He says they were full of envying
and strife and divisions. There was reported to be in the church one that married his father’s wife,
committing fornication. Brothers were filing lawsuits against brothers. He says they were not properly
observing the Lord’s Supper, partaking of it unworthily. They were giving higher status to those individuals
in the church that had certain gifts, not recognizing that all spiritual gifts are from God.
And yet Paul said they were saints. And so are we, with all our faults. The biblical term “saint” is
intended to describe a state of being rather than a status of character or achievement. Colossians 1:12-13
describes this very well, “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom
of the Son of His love.”
So how are we doing? Are we qualified to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints? Are we
overcoming the powers of darkness? Are we truly loving our neighbors as ourselves? We see Scripture
placing a very high standard on our inward heart attitude and outward behavior. Yet, if we are honest, we see
in ourselves a constant struggle between the flesh and the Spirit. As saints, we are called to live a life that is
set apart for God. Realize that this change in our heart is not immediate, but is progressive over time. It is
never complete in this life.
Let’s keep fighting that fight to overcome the powers of darkness. As we continue in this struggle against
the flesh, we are not fighting the battle on our own, but with the help of God’s Spirit dwelling within us. And
so, may our Great Heavenly Father give us delivery from those powers of darkness and may He receive all
the praise! We are seeing a series of ACTS Magazine articles describing the 10 commandment laws. These
are to encourage us in that fight against the flesh. This issue focuses on the fifth commandment, honoring
our father and mother. Prayerfully consider what this commandment means to you.
This past couple of months, the Ministerial Council Board continues in service on the many projects that
we have undertaken. We have a completed draft of the Ministerial Handbook. We expect to have a copy
available for all licensed ministers by Campmeeting this summer. The draft revisions to the Declarations
Statements have been completed and are under review. And, we are currently reviewing draft changes to
Section XII of the General Council bylaws titled, “License and Credentialing Procedures.” This draft of the
bylaws was rewritten by the License and Credentialing Committee and has been submitted to the Ministerial
Council Board for its review.
Please continue to keep the leaders of the General Council in your prayers. And may God direct and lead
each of us as we work to “abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct
honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works
which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Peter 2:11-12).
Steve Boone
Ministerial Council President
Advocating Christ The Savior

Ministerial Council Meeting
July 3 at 9:00 AM
Meridian, Idaho

Potential Licensees:
Samuel Marques, Brazil and
Ian Edwards, Canada
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HONOURING YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER

by Pastor Ambrose Okoro, Nigeria

“Honour thy father and mother, (which is the
first commandment with promise)” (Ephesians
6:2). In the holy scriptures, Exodus 20:12 says,
“Respect your father and your mother, so that
you may live a long time in the land that I am
giving you” (GNT). This is among the 10
commandments of God.
We give praises and adoration to God for giving
us breath since we were born. We are His
offspring and “in him we live, and move, and
have our being” (Acts 17:28 KJV). We praise His
Name forever and ever. Next to God, Youths
owe much to their parents whom God used to
nurture them from birth.

Parents took up the responsibility of caring,
training and sponsoring our educational careers.
They are worthy of our allegiance. Our Parents
deserve our respect, honour and obedience.
Great consequences await disobedient children.
In the words of Agur the son of Jakeh, “The eye
that mocketh at his father, and dispiseth to obey
his mother, the raven of the valley shall pick it

out, and the young eagles shall eat it” (Proverbs
30:17 KJV). Also in Proverbs 20:20, if you curse
your parents, your life will end like a lamp that
goes out in the dark.
Think of what you will do today to give glory to
God and appreciate your parents without
considering the past negligence (if there is any),
list out the good things you have received from
God through your parents. What will you do to
return their good gestures?
The Lord wants you to love, cherish, appreciate
and honour them. This command of the Lord has
attached to it promises of blessings and long life
(Ephesians 6:2-3). If you have been despising
your parents before, disrespecting or disobeying
your parents before, repent and let these be a
positive change of attitude to them. Make today
a turning point in your relationship with your
father and mother. Great blessings await you as
you respond positively, and let your prayers be
“Help me to respect, honour and obey my
parents in Jesus Name Amen.”


The Scripture Says:
The goal of every parent should be
to instruct the children
“… To know wisdom and instruction,
To perceive the words of understanding,
To receive the instruction of wisdom,
Justice, judgment, and equity;
To give prudence to the simple,
To the young man knowledge and discretion—
A wise man will hear and increase learning,
And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,
To understand a proverb and an enigma,
The words of the wise and their riddles.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,
But fools despise wisdom and instruction”
(Proverbs 1:1-7).
4

The reaction of every child should be to
“…obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
‘Honor your father and mother,’ which is the first
commandment with promise:
‘that it may be well with you and you may live long
on the earth’” (Ephesians 6:1-3).

The result of our obedience will be that
“The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice,
And he who begets a wise child will delight in him.
Let your father and your mother be glad,
And let her who bore you rejoice”
(Proverbs 23:24-25).
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Honor Thy Mother and Father

By Earl Rice

What does it mean to honor our mother and father?
How do we go about honoring our mother and father?
Ephesians 6:1-3 states “Children, obey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and
mother,’ which is the first commandment with
promise: ‘that it may be well with you and you may
live long on the earth.’” Parenting is a hard job and it
never stops. Just because your child grows up and
moves out does not mean that parenting has stopped.
We, as parents, continue to train and try to help and
protect our children.

Children, obeying your parents never ends. Parents
take care of you from the time you are born until the
time you move out. They will still try to take care of
you even when you are away. Nowadays, there is a
lack of respect from the children for everyone. I was
at the store one day when I saw a kid throw a tantrum
because his mom wouldn’t buy him the cereal that he
really wanted. I heard him say that he hated her and
that he was going to call child protective services
because she didn’t give him what he wanted. I could
not believe what I had
heard. He threatened his
mom just so that he could
get what he wanted.

Parents try to teach their
children from a very young age
to obey. When my kids were
This means that
young, we started by teaching
Growing up, my family
the
parents
need
to
them some sign language so that
didn’t have a whole lot.
they could express what they
There were times that we
teach their children
were needing and what we were
hardly even saw our parents
how to obey
wanting before they could
because of work. My senior
year in High School, I was
speak. These were some simple
and earn their respect.
on the football team. On
words like “No”, “Yes”,
senior night, my parents
“Food”, “More”, and “Potty” to
didn’t show up because they
name a few. This is the first
were too busy working. I
time that we started to teach our
children to obey. I remember one day when my son was the only senior out on the field being honored
was just able to pull himself up to a standing position. without a parent. It stung that they were too busy to
He had pulled himself up to a standing position and take a little bit of time out of their schedule to show
was touching the television. We told him no both up for me. However, I still had to honor them and
verbally and through sign language. We then moved their decision. Verses 2 and 3 state that we need to
him away from the television set to the other side of honor our mother and father so that it may be well
the living room. We again reiterated that he was not with us, and we will have a long life.
to touch the television. He was upset and he grabbed
a toy and crawled back to the other side of the living About two years ago, my mom got into a situation
room. He then pulled himself up again with the toy in where she could not afford to live alone. She had
his hand. He then looked right at his mom and me and worked for herself for almost her entire life. She
then touched the television with the toy. We looked at didn’t have a retirement plan and only receives social
each other and could not believe that he had done security. I was asked by my siblings if she could
that. Children will push the limits of what they can move in with me. I said sure and a year and a half ago
she moved in. Having a parent living with you is a
and can’t do.
different experience. It used to be that they took care
They also think that their parents don’t understand of you and provided for you. It is now the other way
and that they are just trying to control them. In Verse around. It is an honor to be able to take care of your
1, it states that children should obey their parents. parents when they get to the point where they have a
This means that the parents need to teach their hard time caring for themselves.
children how to obey and earn their respect. If a
parent tells their kids not to do something and then When was the last time you talked to your parents
the parents turn around and do it, then the children and thanked them for being there for you?
will lose respect for their parents.

Advocating Christ The Savior
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Daughters of the King
Daughters of the King Booth and Auction

Do you quilt, embroider, knit, crochet, paint, sew, bake or shop? Do you have any items
(new or gently used) you could donate to the DOK booth or auction at Campmeeting?
Start planning now for what you can donate. Previous funds raised have been used to
support missions, buy kitchen supplies, support children’s classes, and organize the
Women’s Tea & other events at Campmeeting.
Below are some things that have already been donated to the DOK Booth and Auctions to
spark your interest.
Two Quilts from past Campmeeting T-shirts

Various
table runners

Potholders,
Towels,
Potato Warmer,
Tortilla Warmer

Children’s Classes

We need volunteers to help with Children’s Classes at Campmeeting.
If you are willing to volunteer please contact the General Council.
6
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Forget-Me-Not the Seed
Jesus taught this parable to the multitude:
“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since
it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. Other
seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds fell into
good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a
hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (Mark 4:3-9 ESV)
Later, as He explains the parable to His disciples, Jesus tells them, “The sower sows the word.” (Mark 4:14 ESV)
We are called to “sow the seed” or “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19 ESV). Those “nations” are our
spheres of influence, be-it our family, our work, the line at the check-out, our house of worship or the mission
field. The Lord has placed “fields” around you, all of which He would like planted with His seed, the Word.
Through His Spirit, we ARE empowered to share, or plant, His word into the lives of those around us.
Often this planting may not start with words, but with deeds or acts of kindness which till the fields either for
us or for someone else to plant His Word into. Just as Paul told the Corinthians in 1 Corinthian 3, that he
planted but Apollos water, we may not single handedly bring someone from ignorance of the grace of God to
adoption into His family. We are, thankfully, all part of the same team praying for the rocky ground to soften,
for the shallow ground to come to deeper understanding, for protection from the enemy’s vultures and weeds
of distraction as the fields are cultivated.
More importantly was Paul’s point that he and Apollos may have done the work, but God was the one who
caused the growth (1 Corinthians 3:7). It should bring us peace to know that our Heavenly Father is an active
part of the spiritual growth of those we prayerfully desire to see saved. He does however expect us to be
actively involved in the planting and the harvest. It is not for us to decide who should or will be saved, but it
is up to us to spread the seed. “In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not
know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good” (Ecclesiastes 11:6 ESV).
Many of us who have come to the Lord and know His joy have had times when sharing that joy with others
has been difficult for a variety of reasons. Many parents have wept for their children, children for their
parents, siblings for their siblings, friends for their friends, and strangers for those who they see are without
hope. As you read this Psalm, know that your family, your community, your mission field, your sphere of
influence is like Zion and the LORD will restore!
A Song of Ascents.
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was
filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, “The LORD
has done great things for them.” The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD , like streams in the Negeb! Those who sow in tears shall reap with
shouts of joy! He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of
joy, bringing his sheaves with him.
(Psalm 126)
To all of us, let me say: Keep sowing! Keep praying! Keep seeking opportunities! Keep claiming His promise!
“He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.”
(Psalm 126:6 ESV)
So, if you can plant some forget-me-nots or if you’re out and about and see some blooming, let it be a
reminder to pray for the seeds planted knowing that the Lord is at work and to “…let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, If we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9 ESV).
By Sophia Fleming
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother
by Edna Palmer

A letter had just arrived at the Blackwell’s,
informing them that a niece and nephew, Janet
and Mark, would be arriving to spend a few
weeks while their parents were in Alaska.
Peggy and Jack were thrilled because they
were close to their own ages. Janet was a year
older than Peggy and Mark was a year older
than Jack. Mother made room in the wardrobes
and dresser drawers so that the girls could
share a room and the boys could share a room.
The children were so thrilled about the
coming visit of their cousins that they could
hardly wait for the day when they would go to
the airport to meet them. The day finally
arrived, and as they watched the large plane
make a landing and taxi up to the gate, they
were excited. “There they are,” they cried as
they saw their cousins coming out of the plane.
After they had greeted each other, Peggy
said, “Oh, I think you were so brave to come
all that way by yourselves on that plane.”
“Oh, that’s nothing. Janet and I have
traveled in a plane many times. It doesn’t
bother us,” Mark replied.
After an evening of getting better
acquainted, it was time for bed. The girls got
into their night clothes, and Janet jumped right
into bed. Peggy felt rather shy about saying
her prayer, but she knelt by her bed and
prayed as she always did.
“Do you say a prayer every night?” Janet
asked.
“Why yes, don’t you?” Peggy replied.
“Oh, no,” said her cousin, “I’m too old for
that. That’s just for children, you know.”
Peggy didn’t answer her, but slowly crawled
into bed. She had looked forward to Janet’s
visit so much, but now her heart felt very
heavy for some reason.
The next morning, Mother called the children
for breakfast. Peggy hopped right out of bed as
she was used to doing. Janet stayed in bed.
“Aren’t you getting up?” Peggy asked.
“No,” came the surly reply. “I’m not used to
getting up this early. I’m going to stay in bed
‘til I feel like getting up.”
8

Peggy didn’t quite know what to do or say,
so she finished dressing and went downstairs.
Jack was there ahead of her, but no sign of
Mark. Mother could tell something was wrong
because both children acted very unhappy.
About eleven o’clock, the two visitors came
downstairs asking for breakfast. Mother
frowned because she was getting lunch ready
for her family. Mr. Blackwell always came home
from the garage exactly at noon. As the
children had been in her home such a short
time, she hated to say anything, so she set
some things for them to eat. Of course, they
weren’t hungry at noon but were ready to eat
again later in the afternoon.
That night Mother announced, “We’re going
to pick strawberries tomorrow, and I expect
everyone to be at the breakfast table on time
and then go and help pick.
Mark and Janet looked a little astonished,
and when the girls went to their room Janet
said, “Your mother certainly is cranky isn’t
she?”
“Janet!” Peggy answered, “Jack and I love
Daddy and Mother very much, and I don’t like
to hear you talk like that. We have a lot of fun
together, and we don’t think they are cranky
just because they ask us to help. We all like to
eat meals together so that we can be at the
table for prayer. And besides that, I don’t care
if you do make fun of me for praying at night.
Haven’t you ever gone to church? Many grown
people pray. In fact, Mamma says she doesn’t
know what she would do if she could not tell
God her problems.”
Janet got in bed, but Peggy knelt down to
pray. Her heart felt very heavy. She told God
all her problems and asked Him to help Janet
and Mark to have a better attitude toward the
family customs so they could really have fun
together and enjoy their visit.
The next morning everyone was at the table
on time, but both visitors showed by their
actions that it wasn’t because they wanted to
be. Mother decided to have a talk with Jack
and Peggy to see if they knew why Janet and
Mark were acting so unfriendly. After finding
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Lesson Questions
1. What did God want to do to the Israelites for making the golden
calf to worship? Exodus 32:7-10.
2. How was Moses’ first plea of intercession protective of God’s
honor? Exodus 32:11-12; Numbers 14:13-19.
3. What did Moses use as the legal defense of Israel to ask for God’s
mercy? Exodus 32:13-14; Genesis 22:15-18; Hebrews 6:13‑18.
4. In his second intercession before Yahweh, what did Moses offer as
an atonement for Israel’s sin? Exodus 32:30-32; (see also Paul’s
intense desire in Romans 9:1-5).
5. What was God’s response to Moses’ atonement offering? Exodus
32:33-35.
6. Why did Moses pray for God’s presence to go with Israel? Exodus
33:12-17.
7. What did Moses request for himself? Exodus 33:18-23.
How was Moses affected by exposure to God’s glory? Exodus
34:29-35.
8.

Note: Apostle Paul shared in 2 Corinthians 3:13-14 that Moses wore the
veil so that the Israelites wouldn’t see the temporary nature (fading glory)
of the Old Covenant-standing in stark contrast to the eternal nature of
Christ’s glory and the New Covenant. When reading the Old Testament,
the Israelite’s eyes were blinded to the clear revelation of Christ, the true
glory of God, even as many are blinded today.

Life Application
We all have family members or acquaintances who need to be saved. Keep
praying for their deliverance and salvation every day. At the same time, pray
for wisdom in reaching them with your witness for Christ. Ask God to help
you be a soul-winner. Other lives depend on it!

Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the
Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

Excerpts from Prayers of the Prophets Adult Study Guide

Lesson 1 - Prayers Not Heard

He has set me in dark places Like the dead of long ago. He has hedged me
in so that I cannot get out; He has made my chain heavy. Even when I cry
and shout, He shuts out my prayer. - Lamentations 3:6-8

Scripture Reading: Hosea 3:1-5

Introduction

The only thing worse than desperate circumstances to believers is to
feel that God no longer hears our prayers. We know the power and ability
of God to bless us and keep us through fire and flood, through sickness and
despair, but what happens when the Master of all Ages stops hearing us?
What happens when the heavens have become brass, and it seems our cries
for mercy are only bouncing back at us?
How do we get to a place where our prayers are not heard? Oh, how
we’d like to blame God—many do, in fact. We question His love, His
faithfulness, even His power. Doesn’t He know how badly we need help?
Where is He? Some have even made the assumption that there is no God!
All the while, God is just waiting until we become so desperate for
deliverance that we surrender under His mighty sovereignty and accept the
fact that if He isn’t hearing us, we must be in the wrong. We must examine
ourselves. If we discover sins, we must be repentant, and one thing God
will always hear is a broken and contrite heart! (Psalm 51:17; 34:18).
The main prophet for this study is Hosea, although it isn’t Hosea’s
prayer we’re studying, but the lessons in prayer given in this book.
Interestingly, Hosea is a monument to God’s love and care for Israel. God
tells them through Hosea why He isn’t hearing their prayers. Unable to
hear and answer their prayers, Yahweh nevertheless reaches out to his
rebellious people in love and mercy, hoping they will change.
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Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the
Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

The best thing to do is kneel and confess your sins and improper motives to
God. Ask Him to forgive you and help you to change so that nothing comes
between God and you. God will help you restore your life, and help you fix
that broken “prayer-line.”

Do you feel that your prayers are going unheard? Examine your life in
relation to questions 4-8 above. Does any of these stand out to you as a
deficiency in your approach to God?

Life Application

Lesson Questions
1. Will prayers and sacrifices to idols have any real success?
Hosea 4:6, 12-13; Jeremiah 2:26-28; Isaiah 46:5-7.
2. What is God’s judgment against those who pray to idols?
Jeremiah 2:29-32; Isaiah 45:18-25; Exodus 20:4-6.
3. How long will some people wait to seek God? Hosea 5:14-15;
Hebrews 12:11. Note: Unfortunately, even by many Christians,
prayer is considered “a last resort.” When all else fails, we try
prayer. Why are we so rebellious that God must force us into
impossible situations to get us to pray and believe Him? Saints,
God is powerful—talk to Him first!
4. How effective is prayer without repentance from sin? Hosea
6:1-3; Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:2.
5. How effective is prayer that is insincere? Hosea 7:14; 10:12-13;
Jeremiah 7:8-10.
6. Does God hear the prayers of the unmerciful? Hosea 6:4-6;
Proverbs 21:13; Psalms 18:25.
7. How effective are the prayers of the unstable? Hosea 5:4-6;
10:3; James 1:6-7; Mark 11:24.
8. Does God answer self-indulgent prayers? Hosea 4:7-9; 10:1-2;
James 4:3. Psalm 66:18.
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God called Moses to lead the Israelites out of the bondage of Egypt.
Reading the Exodus account clearly shows that this was no easy task, for to
prove His power and might to Egypt, God had “hardened” Pharaoh’s heart
against letting the Israelites go. After the tenth devastating plague had fallen
on Egypt, wiping out the firstborn from every Egyptian household, he finally
conceded and freed God’s people. But Pharaoh soon had a change of heart
and pursued them to the Red Sea, where the waters of the sea were brought
down to destroy his mighty army. Israel was free! ... or were they?
Moses soon discovered that getting the people out of Egypt was much
easier than getting “Egypt” out of the people! Complaining, disobedient,
stubborn, and even idolatrous all described the Israelite brood. Too rebellious
too allow God to write His laws upon their hearts, they were taken to Mt.
Sinai where God wrote His holy code in softer material—stone tablets! And
coming down from the mountain with the 10 Commandments, Moses found
them bowing down to a golden calf (an idol of Egypt!). The Lord was
furious, ready to slay them all, and then start afresh with just Moses. But
Moses interceded in prayer. Faithful Moses!—confronted Pharaoh and Israel
on behalf of God, and now willing to approach God on behalf of Israel.
Moses the mediator, the intercessor, the deliverer. And where would Israel
be without his prayers?
How long has it been since you wept for lost souls? Have you been
praying for those that you know are backslidden? The prayers of an
intercessor are powerful!

Introduction

Scripture Reading: Exodus 32:1-10

O Israel, return to the Lor d your God, for you have stumbled because of
your iniquity; “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, for My
anger has turned away from him.” - Hosea 14:1, 4

Lesson 4 - Backsliding

Excerpts from Prayers of the Prophets Adult Study Guide
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Lesson Questions
1. How deeply tormented was Jeremiah in his first lamentation?
Lamentations 1:20.
2. What did the prophet pray concerning the enemies that were
destroying Jerusalem? Lamentations 1:21-22.
3. How were the people of Jerusalem instructed to pray in the
second lamentation? Lamentations 2:18-19; Psalm 42:3-5.
4. For what fatal tragedy were the people to intercede?
Lamentations 2:20-22; Jeremiah 16:1-4.
5. In the third lamentation, why did Jeremiah plead for God to
hear him? Lamentations 3:40-57.
6. As he continued his prayer, what did the prophet pray
concerning the invading Babylonians? Lamentations 3:58-66.
7. Describe the heavy oppression that Jeremiah’s prayer revealed
in the fifth lamentation? Lamentations 5:1-18.
8. What does the prophet’s prayer reveal as the only hope for
Judah? Lamentations 5:19-22; Psalm 80:1-7; Jeremiah
17:13-14.
Life Application
How do you know that God really loves and accepts you as His child? In
Hebrews 12:6-7, it says, “‘For whom the Lor d loves He chastens, and
scourges every son whom He receives.’ If you endure chastening, God deals
with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not
chasten?” Could we say God really cared about us if He never corrected or
disciplined us? It is cruelty or love that makes a good father chasten his
children? God chastens us so that we “… may be partakers of His
holiness” (Hebrews 12:10). Have you ever thanked God for His correction
and discipline – clear signs of His infinite Love?

Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the
Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

Excerpts from Prayers of the Prophets Adult Study Guide

Lesson 2 - Complaint & Vindication

I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart,
and watch to see what He will say to me,
and what I will answer when I am corrected. - Habakkuk 2:1

Scripture Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-17

Introduction

The book of Habakkuk, however short, is nevertheless beautifully
descriptive of the prophet’s journey from doubt and anxiety to faith and
worship. Habakkuk begins with a desperate agonized cry for the dire
circumstances in Jerusalem, questioning God’s mercy and wondering if He
remembers His people.
After God answers his first cry, Habakkuk begins to question God’s
methods of answering his prayer. The prophet struggles to understand why
God would use a wicked foreign power to chasten Judah.
Habakkuk starts his transition from doubt to faith by saying he will stop
talking and wait to hear from God. He wants to understand why God works
in such mysterious ways. Most importantly, the prophet shows that he desires
God to correct him.
One of the greatest statements in the entire Bible is Habakkuk 2:4:
“Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his
faith.”
Here we see the lives of those who are unstable, who attempt to find life
in themselves, contrasted to the dependable and reliable nature of the man
who finds his life and meaning in God. A comment made on this verse in the
Spirit-Filled Life Bible, says ... “The Jewish Talmud states: ‘Moses gave
Israel 613 commandments. David reduced them to 10, Isaiah to 2, but
Habakkuk to one: “The just shall live by his faith.”’”*
Habakkuk closes out his book with a song of faith and worship, having
moved from anxiety to God’s perfect and abiding peace.
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Complete Study Guide can be found on www.ACTSforGod.org on the
Digital Studies page or to buy in the Store.

* Spirit-Filled Life Bible (NKJV), [Nashville: Thomas Nelson, Inc.,
copyright 1991] p. 1341.

One of the secrets of living we should learn from Habakkuk is to remain
teachable. God can use the events in our lives to teach us about Himself, and
the ways of righteousness. If we will wait and listen patiently, God can teach
us many important things.

Habakkuk wasn’t very happy with the way God answered his prayer. How
do you feel when God answers your prayers in ways you don’t like? Are you
still able to rejoice in the Lord, knowing He is sovereign, and that He knows
what is best? Remember that God is not your servant – He doesn’t have to
answer your prayers just the way you want them to be. Accept the fact that
God knows best. Have faith!

Life Application

Lesson Questions
1. Why did Habakkuk feel his prayers were not being heard?
Habakkuk 1:1-2.
2. From what desperate situation did the prophet cry out? Habakkuk
1:3-4.
3. How did God say He would answer Habakkuk’s plea? Habakkuk
1:5-6; Deuteronomy 28:47-53; 2 Kings 24:1-4. Note: “Chaldeans”
is another name for the Babylonians. Scripture Reading: Isaiah
26:1-12
4. How treacherous did God say the Babylonians would be in their
conquests? Habakkuk 1:7-11.
5. Why was Habakkuk deeply concerned with the way his prayer
would be answered? Habakkuk 1:12-17.
6. What humble and teachable spirit was shown by Habakkuk? Why
is this wise? Habakkuk 2:1; Isaiah 55:8-9.
7. What did God tell the prophet about the delay in answering his
prayer? Habakkuk 2:2-4.
8. How could Judah have been delivered from invasion and captivity?
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6) Suffering should bring us into earnest prayer. With God as our focus, we
should look for some hope to help us endure. This is offered in
Lamentations 3:21-24, where God’s great mercy and love are remembered.

5) Satan can also bring suffering on us, but that type of suffering is destructive
rather than restorative.

4) God often allows suffering in our lives to discipline us, and sometimes to
restore us to fellowship with Him.

3) Privileges do not protect us from responsibility or from discipline. Actually,
privileges increase our responsibility and need for discipline.

2) Defeats as well as victories need to be remembered. If we’d commemorate
some of our failures, the failure probably wouldn’t be repeated.

1) The best way to survive grief is to express it. It is helpful to talk through
each aspect of our sorrow.

When King Zedekiah rebelled against the Babylonians, to whom Judah
was subject, Nebuchadnezzar came against Jerusalem. While the
Babylonians sieged the city, the people inside began starving and dying.
When the city finally fell, Judah’s king escaped from the city with his
soldiers, abandoning the population to their enemies. The Babylonian official
in charge of the siege destroyed most of Jerusalem, burned the temple, and
carried all but the poorest people into exile.
The book of Lamentations is a collection of five lamentations (songs) of
Jeremiah over the suffering and destruction of Jerusalem, and the subsequent
exile of many of its people. Contained within three of these lamentations are
prayers that the prophet cried in anguish to the Lord. The last lamentation is
itself a prayer from start to finish, that recorded Jerusalem’s suffering and
final plea. The book of Lamentations has much to teach us today concerning
suffering. Consider the following:

Introduction

Scripture Reading: Lamentations 1:1-12

For the Lord will not cast off forever. Though He causes grief, yet He will
show compassion according to the multitude of His mercies. For He does not
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. - Lamentations 3:31-33

Lesson 3 - Pain & Oppression

Excerpts from Prayers of the Prophets Adult Study Guide

that the two children were making fun of the
things they tried to teach their children, she
decided to have a talk with her niece and
nephew. That night, she called them into her
room. She told them how much Jack and Peggy
had looked forward to their visit and how
unhappy they were making them. “I love you
children and want you to be happy here,” she
said, “but I cannot allow you to make fun of the
things I have taught my children. If you want to
stay here, you will have to observe the rules of
our family, and I think you will find you will be
much happier if you think of others instead of
yourselves only.”
At first the two visitors acted very surly and
made life unpleasant for everyone, but gradually
they fell into the routine of the family. They
were old enough to realize that when children
obeyed their parents and weren’t selfish, they
were much happier than when they were
allowed to be selfish and do as they pleased.

They began to listen when they went to
Sabbath School. When the congregation
repeated the Ten Commandments they noticed
there was one that began, “Honor thy father and
thy mother.” Then the minister based his
sermon on a verse that he called the Golden
Rule. It was found in Luke 6:31 and it read,

“And as ye would that men should do to you, do
ye also to them likewise” (KJV). The children
decided to try to do this because the minister
said that when we do things for others it makes
us happier. They began to find that they, too,
felt happier when they were thoughtful of
others; and they liked the feeling it gave them.
They decided they would talk to their parents
when they went home and tell them of the way
Uncle Joe and Aunt Helen and the children lived.
They would also ask their parents to go to
church, and maybe they, too, would have a
happier home.



Honor

your father and
your mother”
Exodus 20:12
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Christian Youth

The Blessing
(Of Honoring Your Parents)

by Adon Henderson
The call to honor our father and mother is a lifelong
opportunity we have to glorify God, even though the
way we do that changes the older we get. As
believers, we are called to glorify God in every area
of our life, and that certainly applies to the family that
God has given us. But what does it mean for young
adults to honor our parents as we move out of the
house, pursue careers, and start our own families?
The call to honor our parents is found in the 10
Commandments, where God says, “Honor your
father and your mother, that your days may be long
in the land that the Lord your God is giving
you” (Exodus 20:12). This is a great verse to learn as
kids, but too often the meaning is confused with New
Testament passages (like Ephesians 6:1-3) that call
children to obedience. We then read this commandment and think it doesn’t apply to us as we get older.
In this Exodus verse, however, God is calling all ages
to “honor”.
This is an important distinction, because as we shift
into adulthood the call of obedience to our parents
shifts as well into a call to honor. In fact, nowhere in
the Bible does God instruct adults to obey their
parents. While the principle of obedience doesn’t
disappear from a believer’s life, it does change.
Rather than being obedient to our parents, we are
called to a Spirit-led life of obedience to God.
This leads us to an important truth that impacts us
well into adulthood: our relationship with God as
minors is directly reflective of our relationship with
our parents. If we struggle to love, obey, serve, and
seek counsel from our parents, our relationship with
God will suffer in those ways too. It’s important to
look back and consider the ways we fell short of this
calling when we were younger so we can move on
from those things. And if we bring those to the
Father, James 1:17 says that “Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father”, so we can trust that God will produce in
us the change we need. Before we can honor our
parents, we first need to honor God.
As a young adult raised in the faith, it’s easy to
become so focused on our own path to success that
we start to forget where we come from. In an effort to
make our mark on the world and discover who we
10

are, we can lose sight of who we were raised to be.
We might even start to distance ourselves from our
parents, whether intentionally or unintentionally, and
take an independent approach to life. But this isn’t
what God has called us too. In fact, obedience is
even more important now that you answer to God
alone, and He desires something much greater from
you than success and independence. He desires
heart transformation and a willingness to serve His
people, and that service starts back home.
Before we look into “how” we honor our parents, it’s
important to understand “why”. God is the creator of
the family unit, and He beautifully designed it to be a
safe place of mutual love, growth, and connection.
Beyond just the earthly joy that families should
experience, there is a spiritual aspect as well. Being
a part of a family that loves God first, and then each
other next, is actually an opportunity for us to
participate in the glory of God. In John 17, Jesus
prays that believers would love one other in such a
way that we would be one, just as he and the Father
are one, and that this would not only bring us closer
to Him but would also bring unbelievers to Christ.
This is an incredible opportunity! And what better
place to start loving each other this way than within
our own families.
May/June
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It stands to reason that a family who loves the Lord
and loves people is the most effective ministry we
can have. So where does this start? The answer is in
Matthew 6:33, “But seek first the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things will be added
to you.” In our own strength, we can never display
the self-sacrificing love that Jesus had, but through
Him we can. In seeking God first and pursuing His
ways, we will be blessed with Godly relationships
that last eternally.
There is a blessing found in honoring our parents as
well. When we love, serve, protect, care for, and
honor our parents with a Kingdom mindset, it
becomes more than just an earthly duty; it becomes
a way of honoring God. And our eternal rewards for
this are stored in Heaven, waiting for us, where they
can’t be broken or stolen. In the meantime, we get to
enjoy the blessing of family that God has given us.
So, with that framework of a Kingdom-minded, Spiritled, self-sacrificial life in place, we can ask the
question: How do we honor our parents as young
adults? Much like we honor God, actually. By
spending time with them, valuing their advice, putting
their needs above our own, speaking highly of them
in conversation, celebrating their accomplishments
and inviting them into ours. We can honor our
Christian parents by following the faith that was given
to us and staying true to the Word of God that we
were taught. We can go and make disciples of Christ
that change the world! That desire to go make your
mark on the world is not wrong, and in fact God
wants to be the one in control.

Now, not everyone comes from a Christian household, and you may have wayward or unbelieving
parents. If that’s the case, then there are two things
to remember. First, you are still called to honor your
parents, but not to join them in sin or in their unbelief.
You will honor them by being like Jesus to your
parents; by loving them unconditionally, forgiving
them, caring for them, serving them, and ministering
to them. Pray for them by name, seek the Lord first
and His intervention in their life, and He will give you
the strength. Finally, rest in the truth that God is your
heavenly Father who loves you unconditionally,
enough to sacrifice His own son on your behalf. You
are an heir, a part of the family, and His church and
His people will come alongside you and fill the gap
left by your broken family. But never lose hope in
God’s miraculous intervention in a sinner’s heart; He
saved you, after all!
No matter what your past looks like or what condition
your family is in, God calls you to honor your parents.
Pray for them, and for God to give you strength as
you seek to bring Him glory. Take this time to
prayerfully consider how you can better love your
family and make a change today. As a young adult,
consider that God has only given you this time in
your life and this family for a season. How do you
want to look back at this time when that season
passes? The way you honor God will say a lot about
how you will honor your parents. Whether in this life
or the next, God wants to bless you as you honor
your parents.

All scriptures in the article are taken from the ESV.

Midwest Youth Camp

Attention youth and young adults ages 13-30, you are invited to come to the Midwest Youth Camp
(MYC) this July 19th through 24th! Activities will take place at White Oak Christian Camp in Moberly, MO.
Expect a week full of prayer, good food, study, games, worship, and devotion.
This year's theme is Direct Connection. We will focus on individual responsibility for maintaining a
personal relationship with our God. It is a daily pursuit that takes a strong commitment and desire. The main
scriptures we plan to reference are Philippians 2:12 and 2 Timothy 2:15.
Our week overview:
We start Tuesday night with a casual service to introduce the week. Campers will have many
opportunities for biblical discussion throughout the week in classes, small groups, counselor training, and
nightly devotions. We have guest speakers lined up for each evening service. Thursday we will make a trip
to Columbia, MO and enjoy Midway Golf & Games. On Friday, there will be a throwback banquet to wrap
up the week with some fun from different recent decades. Sabbath will be restful, services are open to
parents of campers and the local church community. As is tradition, we will plan to end that night with a
bonfire. Then Sunday is clean up!
Don't forget to pack bedding, towels, Bible, toiletries, water bottle, instruments (if you play them for
services), modest clothes for recreation and dress clothes for multiple services.
We hope to see you there! For questions, contact our board: mycboard@gmail.com
Advocating Christ The Savior
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By Sophia
G.C. Administrator/General Manager
Spring Greetings!
(Again? Yes, it snowed here after the last issue of the ACTS was mailed.)
We’ve had a productive few weeks since the last issue, and we are continually excited by what the
Lord is doing through the hands of those who are willing to join Him in His work. We started printing
bulletins for some local churches as an extension of our publishing work. The Publishing House has
also been working with the Ministerial Council on a number of projects, as Steve Boone mentioned in
his letter.
As the Ministerial Council has been reviewing and approving some of our older tracts, we have been reformatting them
and making them available for free download on our webstore. The downloadable tracts are designed to be printed
two-sided, often with multiple tracts per page. This allows anyone to print tracts and simply cut them to size and
instantly have tracts available as needed. Due to changes in the postal requirements for mailing some items, we have
found it easiest to have folks call our office to get a quote for orders of pre-printed tracts.
Also, as Steve mentioned, we are working with the Ministerial Council to have a printed copy of the new Ministerial
Handbook completed by Campmeeting. This very exciting, and much sought-after, tool for ministers has been under
construction for quite some time and we are excited to see it coming to fruition.

Additional Bible studies have also been added to the Digital Studies page. As printed quarterly studies are ordered, we
immediately try to have a digital copy available on the website. We have been blessed to get some positive feedback
about the webpage! Currently, there are 19 different studies available containing a total of 259 lessons! If done weekly,
it would take nearly 5 years to complete all 19 topics, however, we aren’t done. God willing, we will continue to add
more topics, so check back often, newly uploaded studies will be indicated after the title.
We have also added two other features to the website. We have added a new tab to the website called “Children’s
Corner.” On this site, we have uploaded the Children’s Corner activity pages from previous ACTS magazines. We have
added 52 activity pages that are free PDFs to download. Some of these pages have multiple activities, some a single
activity, and some with stories and activities. We would also like to add a link on this page to a page of children’s class
lessons. Do you or have you taught a children’s class for Sabbath school? Have you written your own lessons? We could
use any additional material you might like to add!
On the “events” tab you can find a new link to past campmeeting sermon audios. Currently, we have the last six years
of Campmeeting audios available. As time allows, we will add more. Randy has been diligently working on transferring
the old campmeeting cassette tapes to digital format. Some sermons and classes will not be uploaded due to sound
quality, but as many as we have available, we hope to get uploaded. There is also a link there to our YouTube channel
which has some of our previous campmeeting videos and where we will be uploading this year’s campmeeting!
The Campmeeting Committee has met, just about monthly, for the last several months and the plans for the upcoming
campmeeting are coming together nicely. There is always room for more volunteers, so if the Lord has put on your
heart to help, I’m sure we can find an opportunity for you! We are excited by the classes and speakers who have all
tentatively confirmed to share what the Lord has put on their hearts. We are also excited by some additions of some
fellowship opportunities for both young and old, namely games and snacks after the evening services and extra
activities for the younger children in the afternoons. The Christian Youth (13-30) will be leading some organized
children’s activities and there will be new activities daily in the “Kid’s Zone” for the kids to enjoy on their own.
The New Covenant Abundant Life Christian Family Ministries Seventh Day International of Ontario, Canada has a new
name: Church of God Seventh Day Canada Seniors & Youth Centre. Please continue to pray for them and the other
churches as they seek to minister to the Family of God and add to its number.
We pray to see you all at Campmeeting. Until then, may the Lord guide you and keep you! sf
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Midwest Family Camp

Dates: August 1 through 6, 2022
Location: Midwest Family Camp is held at
Camp Sharon,
29622 Camp Sharon Road,
Gravois Mills, Missouri
Theme: The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15)
Theme song: “The Lord’s Prayer” by Veritas
For more information: call Steve Boone at
660-591-2209, or at sjboone@cvalley.net

You are invited to attend Midwest Family Camp 2022, August 1 through 6 at Camp Sharon on the Lake of
the Ozarks near Gravois Mills, Missouri. This year’s camp theme is “The Lord’s Prayer.” To coincide with the
theme, we have chosen a Theme Song, “The Lord’s Prayer” by Veritas.
We serve a great and glorious Heavenly Father, whose ways and thoughts are above ours as the heavens
are above the earth as it says in Isaiah 55:8-9. And, yet he invites each of us, all 7 billion people in the
human race, to come to Him and to know Him. How great is our Heavenly Father! May His kingdom come!

The Church of God, Apostolic in
Caldwell, Idaho is seeking a Pastor.
If you are interested, please contact
Paul Woods for more information.
Advocating Christ The Savior

Church of God Apostolic
PO Box 804
Caldwell, ID 83606
208-459-9755
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The Refining Fire
Christian friend, are you going through a
severe trial? Do you wonder why this had to
happen to you?
Job said, “When he hath tried me, I shall come
forth as gold” (Job 23:10 KJV). He had confidence
that he would not be burned.
Someone has said, “The goldsmith is never
far away when the gold is in the fire.” What a
comforting thought this is! And let us remember
that the goldsmith is not trying to destroy the
gold, but the dross.
Also, it is said that the goldsmith in the olden
times looked longingly into the molten metal for
the reflection of his own face. When he saw that,
he turned off the fire.
Perhaps the Lord wants to see more of
Himself reflected from your life. We all have
carnal “dross” which our Heavenly Goldsmith
must remove. Why? Because some day He wants
to present us faultless to God the Father.
“The Lord certainly must love me, “ a
Christian said.
“Why?” asked his friend.
“Well, He surely chastises me!?” Replied the
afflicted one. Then he mentioned the Scripture:
“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth...Now no
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peacable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby” (Hebrews 12:6, 11 KJV).
Never forget that trials, troubles and
temptations are not necessarily signs that you
are out of the will of God. In fact, they may often
be proofs that you are in the will of God.
“The faster you go (in the right direction) the
more friction you make.”
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By Nathanael Olson
Moses was in God’s will but he still had
headaches and heartaches by the hundreds.
Job, the more godly man in his day, lost his
health and wealth. But he was still in God’s will.
Paul, the Apostle, was buffeted by an
unpleasant “thorn in the flesh.” But through this
trial he discovered: “[God’s] grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness”
(2 Corinthians 12:9 KJV). Jesus Christ did “the
will of the Father” perfectly. Yet he was tempted
and tested more severely than we could ever be.
Unless your Heavenly Father definitely
reveals that you are out of His will, don’t let
Satan make you feel that your troubles mean
that you are a disobedient child of God. You are
not alone in the refining fire!
God is for you. God is with you. God is in
you, if you are His child through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, lift up your head
and say: “Oh God, help me to hold steady until I
learn what lesson you have for me through this
trial. Let this refining fire burn up the dross in
my heart. Make me pure gold so that I may
reflect Thy love, peace, patience and joy.”

Choose Carefully

A careless word may kindle strife;
A cruel word may wreck a life.
A bitter word may hat instill;
A brutal word may smite and kill.
A gracious word may smooth the way;
A joyous word may light the day.
A timely word may lessen stress;
A loving word may heal and bless.
Give us the courage to stand for something,
lest we fall for anything.
May/June
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Enjoy fun
activities and
a BBQ on the
Fourth of July!

DOK

Annual Business
Youth Outing
after
Meeting
on Thursday! services
Wednesday!
on Thursday.

Check out new
activities
each day
in the

Gener al C ouncil Chur ches o f G od
(Seventh Day), Inc .
1827 W 3r d Str eet
Mer idian ID 83646-1653

Contact us: by Mail

Non-Profit Organization
PAID
Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

Phone: (208) 888-3380
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org

E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org

Campmeeting Needs You!

Please bring your instruments,
music, and specials to share
at Campmeeting.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is
faithful. And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more
as you see the Day approaching.
(Hebrews 10:23-25)

Please pray for:
The campmeeting committee
as they plan this event.
 Our speakers, teachers, and volunteers
as they prepare.
 Those who plan to or hope to attend.


To learn more, contact:
General Council Churches of God,
(Seventh Day), Inc.
1827 W. 3rd Street,
Meridian, Idaho 83646
General Council Annual Business Meeting will be held on July 6th.
office@ACTSforGod.org
208-888-3380
Check www.ACTSforGod.org for possible updates/changes

