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Headquarters Staff: Sophia Fleming—Administrator, Sheryl
Henderson—Office Assistant, Randy Sedlacek—Project Manager
Statement of Belief—We believe:
1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter.



2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life;
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom
and rule this earth in great power and glory.



3. The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and
faith in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s
command to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of Christ for the
remission of sins.



4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies.
5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments,
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on
Saturday.





To learn more, contact:
General Council Churches of
God, (Seventh Day), Inc.
1827 W. 3rd Street
Meridian, Idaho 83646
office@ACTSforGod.org
208-888-3380

The Annual Business Meeting will
be held on Wednesday, July 1.

6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year
at the proper and appointed time.
7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death.
8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.
9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.
10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.

Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations are taken from KJV, public domain.
Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®, Copyright © 1960,1962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,1975,1977 by The Lockma n Foundation.
Used by permission.
Scripture quotations mark RSV are from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1946, 1952, and 1971 the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Great Speakers
• Jonathan Carson
• Wes Higgins
• Augustine Espinoza
• Denrick Rose
• Leslie Desouza
• David Palmer
& Teachers
• Bob Carver
• Others to be announced
Classes for all ages
Youth Activities
Great Food and Fellowship
4th of July BBQ, Games,
Family Fun, Fireworks, etc.
Auction by Daughters of the King
And So Much More!
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We need volunteers to help with
children’s classes and activities at
Campmeeting. If you are willing
please contact the GC office.
Advocating Christ The Savior
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Seven Factors that Influenced the Sabbath in the
Early Church (Part 2 of 4)
By Earl Lewis
When Jesus spoke from the cross the words
“ . . .Father forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing…” (Luke 23;34 NASB). He
set an example of forgiveness that few
Christians ever attain. Unfortunately, many
really don’t try and others just don’t feel it is
required for their salvation.
It is evident that Christ went to great
lengths to provide a means of salvation for us.
He displayed a deep love and a forgiving
attitude even to those who were in the very act
of taking His life. This example, which Christ
illustrated while He was accomplishing our
salvation, is of utmost importance. This
attribute is further emphasized by the number
of times it is repeated throughout the New
Testament, one time nearly verbatim by
Stephen in Acts 7:50.
The magnitude of Christ’s example
obviously hasn’t penetrated the dark recesses
of our minds. He is teaching us to be forgiving
even to someone who is in the process of killing
us. Today, many innocent people are being
tortured and slaughtered in various areas of
the world, such as Southeast Asia and parts of
Africa. Could we be praying for the forgiveness
of someone who is torturing us before we die?
Christ did! Stephen did also!

Forgiven, but . . .
Today, it seems to be a major achievement
when Christians are able to forgive their
brother or sister for some harsh words or
cutting remark, even though it may have been
uttered ten to twenty years ago. In many cases,
the problem is that total forgiveness is not
really granted. Even though some may go
through the motions by verbally asking
forgiveness and clasping hands on it, in their
hearts, they won’t let it die. It still lives because
it isn’t forgotten, This feeling seems to be
stored or tucked back in an area of our lives
that we like to reserve for our own self-control
instead of yielding it to Christ and letting it go.
What a shame! What a sham!

Our attitudes, whether good or bad, are
projected through the image we present to the
world. We may not realize it but this can
adversely affect our Christian witness. The
world sometimes can’t hear what we’re
preaching to them for the example that is
screaming at them. This is practicing
hypocrisy! You may be the only Bible some
ever read, so be sure you are translating
properly. You are the real living Bible. Your
actions and reactions do carry tremendous
weight. Even if we are sometimes able to fool
the world, we cannot fool God!
Even the “babe in Christ” know that
forgiveness is one of the basic tenets of
Christianity. We’re supposed to leave the milk
and get into the meat of the Word of God. Most
of the time we struggle to “get off the bottle”
when it comes to forgiving from the heart. We
have churches through this land that should
be powerful “Pillars of the Faith”; however, in
many case they are veering around like a ship
without its rudder, ineffective because of deeprooted conflicts, squabbles, strife and grudges.
Christians should sit down now to do some
deep soul searching and face up to where we
really stand with God before we find ourselves
standing before God! If this sounds too harsh
and direct coming from me, let us read the
apostle Peter’s remarks on this subject. “For it
is time for judgement to begin with the
household of God” and if it begins with us first,
what will be the outcome for those who do not
obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17 NASB).
Have we not yet fully learned that we cannot
serve God and the world (Satan) at the same
time? There are ample scriptures that point out
that we can’t have the best of both worlds
simultaneously. It is impossible to be good and
evil at the same time. Jesus’ words to the
Pharisees in Matthew 12:34 find their
application in our lives all too often. “. . . For
the mouth speaks out of that which fills the
heart” (NASB). This truth is reinforced by
James 3:8-11 (note especially verse 11); “Does
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Kibera VS Bomet:
Two totally
different
environments,
same great God!
invite those living there to join this opportunity to serve. We continue to pray that
the Lord will grow those seeds that were planted there that day. The field is
white for harvest but the laborers, regardless of how dedicated they, they are
few. We are prayerfully considering doing another mission trip to this area, if you
are interested, please contact our office!
Monday morning we packed up and left our cozy Mayfield House accommodations
and headed for Bomet, about a 5 hour drive from Nairobi.
Our first day in Bomet was spent much like our first day in Kibera doing followup visits. However, instead of winding through crowded walk ways, we wound
through narrow country roads and between farming homesteads. Our team was able to
meet the very first family in Bomet County to have received a bucket and filter
during a 2017 distribution. They wanted us to make sure to thank you all, everyone
in their home is now healthy and have been very blessed by having a Bible in their own
language. We were also able to hand out several
copies of the Book of John in Swahili. As a final
treat we were able to visit one of the three
schools where we had teamed up with the
Bucket Ministry to equip the school with enough bucket and
filters to serve the entire school while in session.
The next day we did an all day training for just over 20 leaders
of different ministries around the city of Bomet and
other local communities. Ronald started the day by
sharing the benefits of the filter, not so much for its ability to
clean the water, but as an opportunity
to open doors to spreading the Gospel and
to discipleship. Bob followed by sharing a
vision that God had shown him about getting outside the church
walls and into the field to do the harvest. We followed that with
training on a discipleship method called 411. (God willing, we will
share more on this in the next issue. Until then you can Google,
“#NoPlaceLeft 411 training” to learn more.)
Jonathan and Linda finished the day with an
overview of Gary Amick’s “Concepts in
Church Management.” Some key points were
shared about seeking God to create vision and
mission statements for their ministries.
Linda was able to give them a “SMART”
goal setting standard, that I think will help
them achieve all that God has for them.
Although not as in-depth as we may have
liked the materials were left for them to do
further study.
Specific
Without planning it in advance, God gave each of the speakers words
of empowerment and encouragement to pass on to our Kenyan
Measurable
brothers and sister during that meeting. The same Spirit that helps
Achievable
us in the West do the Lord’s work is the same Spirit that will help
them do the ministry that God wants them to do.
Relative
He offers the same Spirit of wisdom that will help you serve too, all you need to do is ask! sf
Time-Bound
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a fountain send out from the same opening
both fresh and bitter water?” We find much
food for thought in the statement that Jesus
directed to His original disciples one day. A
boy, who had a dumb spirit since birth, had
been brought by his father to the disciples. The
disciples couldn’t cast out the dumb spirit so
the father took the boy to Jesus, who cast it
out. Jesus’ words here were: “. . . how long
shall I be with you? How long shall I put up
with you? . . .” (Matthew 17:17 NASB) Don’t
you wonder if He didn’t look on down through
time when He said that and think about this
generation—about you and about me?

East-West Forgiveness —Not North-South
Christ used a parable to illustrate forgiving
others as we are forgiven (Matthew 18:23-35).
This parable is about a man who was called to
account for ten thousand talents, and when he
couldn’t pay he begged for mercy. The lord out
of pity for him forgave the debt, which by some
estimations amounted to 10 million dollar.
When he was released, he went out and
happened to meet a man that owed him a
hundred denarii, which some estimates place
around $20. When this man asked for mercy,
he was thrown into jail. How soon we forget!
When the culprit’s neighbors saw what he had
done, they reported it to their lord. Here is
what happened. “Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you besought me;
and should not you have had mercy on your
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in
anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till
he should pay all his debt. So also my
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother from your
heart.” (Matthew 18:32-35 RSV emphasis
added). Luke’s writings about judging others
also applies here, “Judge not, and you will not
be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be
forgiven” (Luke 6:37 RSV). This is especially
true when you have just been forgiven an
enormous debt. Shouldn't we then be very
forgiving? Didn’t we receive forgiveness for a
very large debt? How long has it been?
Think back to when we accepted Christ as our
Savior and gave our total life to Him. We asked
His forgiveness of our past sins. He was willing
to forgive all our sins completely. Psalms 103
clearly illustrates the mercy God has for us
Advocating Christ The Savior

and expects us to have for others. Verse 12
says: “As far as the east is from the west, so
far hath he removed our transgressions from
us” (KJV). Do you fully comprehend this
statement? When you take a globe of this
world and go in a northerly direction, you will
only be able to half-circle the globe before you
change your direction and are proceeding
southward. However, when you start east you
continue constantly going eastward. The same
is true for the westward direction. The east
and
west
never
meet.
This
clearly
demonstrates how far our sins are removed
from us. They are remembered no more
(Hebrews 10:17). When another asks our
forgiveness, we too are to forgive and
remember no more. This doesn’t allow us the
privilege of storing away the deed or words for
future reference. They are to be totally and
completely forgotten forever.
We represent Christ's name, or in some
cases misrepresent His name, by calling
ourselves Chist-ian or Christ-ones. We are
supposed to learn from His and follow His
example. “Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart:
and you shall find rest for your souls:
(Matthew 11:29 NASB). If we are learning from
Him, we are His disciples. There is a sign of
this discipleship which we must show. “A new
commandment I give you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another” (John 13:34, 35 NASB).
We should take this a step further and refer to
1 John 3:14, 15, 18. “We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because we love
the brethren. He who does not love abides in
death. Everyone who hates his brother is a
murderer; and you know that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him. Little children, let
us not love with word nor with tongue, but in
deed and truth” (NASB).
This isn’t to be read and applied to the
other fellow. The finger points to each of us.
This is for me and for you. You can hold a
grudge or be unforgiving toward another
person and it probably won’t keep him out of
the Kingdom of God, but it will keep you out!
Think on these things!

It won’t do any good to paint the pump if there is
poison in the water.
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Winterfest

Headquarter Happenings
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A Report from the Marceline, Missouri Church
As our youth group has dwindled, we decided to make our weekend more family-centered. As Sabbath dawned
the first evening, we gathered for fellowship and good food as friends made
their way into town.
The next morning we had a youth class centered on what it looks like to put
our faith into action right now led by Mindy Moore. Sometimes it’s easy to
think we have all the time in the world to step into what God has called us to
do, but the fact is that in each season of our lives, God has work ready for us if
we choose to follow His lead. Some of the topics and texts included in the study
were:
 What does it look like to be hands and feet? (James 2:13-17),
 What can you do right now to be that? (Philippians 1:3-6, Mark 16:1416, Micah 6:8, James 5:9-16, Luke 6:27-28 20-38, Philippians 4:4-8),
 Why did God put you here, and right now? (Isaiah 61:1-2, Luke 14:12-14),
 What is your goal/maybe your calling to be that in the future? (1 Peter 2:21-24),
 What’s your testimony - what has he brought you through/is he bringing you
through right now? (1 John 1:5-10, John 1:12, John 6:37, 40),
 Who gets the glory for this? (Matthew 5:16, John 3:1-8),
 Does arrogance ever play into a sin situation? (John 16:8, 9) and
 How do you lead someone to Christ? (John 3:16, Acts 2:21, Ephesians 6:15, 1 Peter
3:15, John 16:24, Matthew 10:32, Revelation 3:5).
We also covered some of Matthew 28:16-20, John 14:21-26 and John 13:34-35.
Sometimes it feels as though we never have enough time to study all that could pertain to
our subject, but it gave us something to take away and think on/build from.
Since the theme of the weekend was In His Hands, Dylan Gates gave his sermon on Control
(Isaiah 40:12). He began with the size of the universe and how the world in God’s hands
would be like a BB in ours. He referenced the song “He’s Got the Whole World in His
Hands” and how the author, Obie Edwin Philpot, never held a copyright. Then he asked
how can we let someone control our lives who we can’t see. He answered that if we abide in
him, confess and surrender our need for control, be still and know, trust him, and seek him,
it will all fall into place. Some of his texts included Philippians 4:6-7, John 15, Exodus 14
(especially verses 13-14), Jeremiah 29:13 and Matthew 6:33.
After a potluck lunch, we visited the nursing home and sang for the residents, then came
back to the church to play games and snack together after sundown. Breanna Cryer
organized the group games which included a few relays:
• carrying a cotton ball across the room using only marshmallow creme on your nose,
• passing a lifesaver mint from one to another with just a toothpick in your mouth, and
• stacking cups using only a balloon in your mouth to expand and carry it to
the pyramid on a table across the room
and some circle games
• a conversation starter ball to throw around,
• the chaotic changing seats game called Have You Seen My Goat,
• the slap your partner game of Wink Em,
• and then they linked arms and tried to pull people toward a trash can in the
center to get them out of the game).
After all that, we headed for bed and returned the
next day for some more games and visiting before
people had to return home. Michelle Taylor kindly
hosted the girls and Steven and Joyce Boone graciously hosted the boys this time. All
of the women in the church made sure we had delicious food to eat each meal, cleaned
up, and kept things running smoothly while Emily Boone and Randy Day directed the
weekends activities.
Our next big event will be the youth camp we host at Camp Colburn on June 9-14.
Please email mycboard@gmail.com if you need more information about the event.
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By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to
him. (James 1:5 NKJV)
5

There and back again!
Yes, with a slightly different team, the Council was able to go back to Kenya for another mission trip less than two
short months after the last trip! This trip included, Robert Carver, Linda Palmer, Evelyn McQueary, my husband,
Patrick and myself. Along the way we met up with Jonathan Carson in Nairobi. We left on this adventure on the 15th of
February and the “Idaho” team arrived home on the 28th, while Jonathan continued his travels through Eastern Africa.
We took NINE checked bags with us and only two had personal belongings! The Bucket Ministry sent one suitcase
with items for the Kibera team with everything from spare bucket parts to audio Bibles by mega voice. The other seven
were full of donated items from the General Council including MP3 players with matching Micro SD cards with the
entire Bible in Swahili or English and the book of John in Swahili that were printed right here in the Publishing
House. We also were able to take along 300 New Testament Bibles in English. All in all we were able to take nearly
1,000 copies of the Word in one form or another. We also took training materials for a full day ministerial training in
Bomet.
Although very similar in many respects to the last trip, like I am sure all mission trips are, this trip was very unique and
special. The first half of the trip was spent in the slums of Kibera, just as last time. This time we were again
joined by Ronald Rotich, the Kenya Director for the Bucket Ministry, and Shadrack Mulwo and we were also joined by
Lucy Wachira who we met when we visited the Pokot people on our last trip. Each morning we (the “Idaho team”
and the “Kenya” team) had the privilege of joining the Kibera team for worship and Bible study. We spent the
first day doing “follow-up” visits, splitting our teams and joining members of the Kibera team. These visits are done in
the homes of those families that had previously received buckets and filters, in this case those that received the
filters in December. Not only did we get to see how the filters were being used and give instructions if needed, we
got to hear their testimonies and offer some discipleship when the opportunity presented itself.
Over the next 3 days we did 5 distributions, the fifth almost entirely done solely by the Kibera team. Through the
grace of God, we were able to hand out 346 buckets and filters! What was truly
exciting, though, was the many opportunities we had to pray over the new
believers and those who just needed extra prayer. It was a very powerful time.
Sabbath morning we were honored by the Kibera team asking us if we could do
our church service with them. We had some wonderful worship time and then
continued with their study of the Book of John. We felt lead by the Spirit to
spend extra time on truly understanding the importance of baptism. This led to
a conviction by all of us to be more mindful of those who may need to be
baptized. During the distributions that day an extra effort was made to
get contact information of those who came forward and the next day
we did 11 baptisms, three of which were the children of one of the
Kibera team members! It was a time of
great joy!
Sunday we split up our
teams and joined the
Kibera
teams
at
different churches in
Kibera. It gave us a
chance to celebrate the
work that God was
doing in Kibera and
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Forging my Principles as a Humanitarian
By Evelyn McQueary
The more I work in Kenya, the more I find myself
dedicated to the welfare of its nation. The Kenyans are a
gentle and soft-spoken people, many limited by their own
circumstances. Having worked intimately with the people
of the Kibera slum, I am familiar with the execrable
poverty that has subjugated generation after generation.
The residents of Kibera suffer not only from their
estimated mere income of $1 per day, but from the
pollution, crime and disease that flourish in cities
forgotten by their governments. During my time working
in the slum, I witnessed the effects of commercialized
unclean drinking water. Most residents of the slum
purchase their water from what is called the ‘tap’ within
Kibera, an exposed system of hoses that circulate through
the garbage and debris that litter much of the ground
surrounding the complex of more than 1,000,000 people.
These hoses bring what the residents believe to be ‘clean
water’ to a vendor established within the slum. While this
water system naturally performs as a safer alternative to
the Nairobi river bordering the slum, these exposed hoses
and fixtures are highly susceptible to fractures and
damage from the bustle of the populated dystopia. The
hoses must not only endure the constant weathering
from East Africa’s radical climate, but the inevitable

abrasion brought on by children and animals. These
fractures in the lines suck in the surrounding debris
subsequently contaminating the whole of the water
supply. As a result, residents aware of the water situation
must decide between preserving their health or
conserving their income. This dilemma describes the
situation afflicting nearly every resident of Kibera.
According to the World Health Organization, 1 in 3
people globally lack access to safe drinking water. This
notion is staggering to many, as it seems our latest
advancements in technology have greatly proliferated
over the past 20 years. The statistic implores the
question, “how can so many still lack access to clean and
safe drinking water?” The plethora of yet still primitive
populations lies not in a lack of global compassion, for
10

organizations have been fervently advocating the
prosperity of mankind, especially in Africa, for decades.
My insight on the matter is limited to populations
influenced by humanitarian organizations and excludes
the populations crippled by war or famine. One major
revelation among these humanitarian organizations that
implement long-term tools, is the lack of potential among
their product or system. Commonly, an unfavorable
percentage of aid recipients revert back to their previous
living habits over time. From my experience, the major
factors that govern the lack of utility surrounding a given
product
are
inconvenience,
irrelevancy
and
incompetence. In many situations, organizations
providing clean water sources will travel to a given
location and dig wells for the locals. However, when the
well overflows or requires maintenance, the locals do
nothing to revive the water source. Rooted in ignorance,
or more politely, a lack of knowledge, the well is not
considered a priority among the locals and at the point of
failure it becomes an inconvenience. The failure of a given
system is most often linked to incompetency. When the
benefactors of a given product are not educated on the
implications of the tool, the inevitable is the irrelevancy
of the tool. Perhaps they do not understand the true
importance of the gift, or more importantly, how to
maintain it. Ensuring the benefactor of the product
understands the maintenance process and valued
importance is consequential to the recipient’s future
dependency on the device. Without addressing these
three factors, the potential of the product is radically
limited through human error.
Through this very trial and error, The Bucket Ministry
has managed to address the issue limiting the potential of
its own tool, the bucket water filter. After the distribution
of each bucket filter, the recipients are asked if the
ministry may complete filter follow-up checks in their
home. Through accountability, this process will promote
the maintenance and continued use of the filter. During
the follow-ups, basic questions are recorded on a survey.
These questions address whether or not the recipient still
possesses the cleaning tools and has been continuing to
clean the filter after each use. Statistically, this process
has proven to increase the number of recipients actively
using their filter. Additionally, The Bucket Ministry aims to
meet the dire need of safe drinking water while also
sharing the love of Jesus. During the home visits, each
team takes time to fellowship with the recipient family. It
is in these moments that the bucket ministry can share
the greatest gift anyone can receive, a relationship with
Jesus Christ.
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Daughters of the King
Deadline for submission is
We are still looking for your
April 30
submissions to the cookbook.
Please send in your favorite
Submit recipes to:
recipes, or recipes from past
General Council Churches of
books you want to see included
God, (Seventh Day), Inc.
in the new book. It will be
1827 W 3rd Street
available for purchase at
Campmeeting, or to order by mail Meridian, ID 83646-1653
after Campmeeting. We need all
or
of your recipes to make this a
office@ACTSforGod.org
successful project.
What is the Women’s
group at your church
involved
in?
What
projects do you have
planned or have already
completed? What events
do
you
organize
or
participate in? How do
you
encourage
each
other? Do you have a
Women’s
Retreat?
Please share your group
with others so they can
be inspired with new
ideas for their group.
If you know what you are
donating ahead of time and can
let us know (a picture would be
great), then we can advertise on
the Facebook page so people can
see what will be available at
Campmeeting.

Advocating Christ The Savior

Send in a report
(short or long, with or
without pictures) and
we will publish it in a
future ACTS
magazine. Let’s
encourage each other

so we can bless those
around us.

Do you quilt, embroider, knit,
crochet, paint, sew, bake or shop. Do you have any
items (new or gently used) you could donate to the
DOK booth or auction at Campmeeting? Start
planning now for what you might be able to donate.
Previous funds raised have been used to support
missions, buy kitchen supplies, support children’s
classes, and organize the Women’s Tea & other
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Forging my Principles as a Humanitarian
By Evelyn McQueary
The more I work in Kenya, the more I find myself
dedicated to the welfare of its nation. The Kenyans are a
gentle and soft-spoken people, many limited by their own
circumstances. Having worked intimately with the people
of the Kibera slum, I am familiar with the execrable
poverty that has subjugated generation after generation.
The residents of Kibera suffer not only from their
estimated mere income of $1 per day, but from the
pollution, crime and disease that flourish in cities
forgotten by their governments. During my time working
in the slum, I witnessed the effects of commercialized
unclean drinking water. Most residents of the slum
purchase their water from what is called the ‘tap’ within
Kibera, an exposed system of hoses that circulate through
the garbage and debris that litter much of the ground
surrounding the complex of more than 1,000,000 people.
These hoses bring what the residents believe to be ‘clean
water’ to a vendor established within the slum. While this
water system naturally performs as a safer alternative to
the Nairobi river bordering the slum, these exposed hoses
and fixtures are highly susceptible to fractures and
damage from the bustle of the populated dystopia. The
hoses must not only endure the constant weathering
from East Africa’s radical climate, but the inevitable

abrasion brought on by children and animals. These
fractures in the lines suck in the surrounding debris
subsequently contaminating the whole of the water
supply. As a result, residents aware of the water situation
must decide between preserving their health or
conserving their income. This dilemma describes the
situation afflicting nearly every resident of Kibera.
According to the World Health Organization, 1 in 3
people globally lack access to safe drinking water. This
notion is staggering to many, as it seems our latest
advancements in technology have greatly proliferated
over the past 20 years. The statistic implores the
question, “how can so many still lack access to clean and
safe drinking water?” The plethora of yet still primitive
populations lies not in a lack of global compassion, for
10

organizations have been fervently advocating the
prosperity of mankind, especially in Africa, for decades.
My insight on the matter is limited to populations
influenced by humanitarian organizations and excludes
the populations crippled by war or famine. One major
revelation among these humanitarian organizations that
implement long-term tools, is the lack of potential among
their product or system. Commonly, an unfavorable
percentage of aid recipients revert back to their previous
living habits over time. From my experience, the major
factors that govern the lack of utility surrounding a given
product
are
inconvenience,
irrelevancy
and
incompetence. In many situations, organizations
providing clean water sources will travel to a given
location and dig wells for the locals. However, when the
well overflows or requires maintenance, the locals do
nothing to revive the water source. Rooted in ignorance,
or more politely, a lack of knowledge, the well is not
considered a priority among the locals and at the point of
failure it becomes an inconvenience. The failure of a given
system is most often linked to incompetency. When the
benefactors of a given product are not educated on the
implications of the tool, the inevitable is the irrelevancy
of the tool. Perhaps they do not understand the true
importance of the gift, or more importantly, how to
maintain it. Ensuring the benefactor of the product
understands the maintenance process and valued
importance is consequential to the recipient’s future
dependency on the device. Without addressing these
three factors, the potential of the product is radically
limited through human error.
Through this very trial and error, The Bucket Ministry
has managed to address the issue limiting the potential of
its own tool, the bucket water filter. After the distribution
of each bucket filter, the recipients are asked if the
ministry may complete filter follow-up checks in their
home. Through accountability, this process will promote
the maintenance and continued use of the filter. During
the follow-ups, basic questions are recorded on a survey.
These questions address whether or not the recipient still
possesses the cleaning tools and has been continuing to
clean the filter after each use. Statistically, this process
has proven to increase the number of recipients actively
using their filter. Additionally, The Bucket Ministry aims to
meet the dire need of safe drinking water while also
sharing the love of Jesus. During the home visits, each
team takes time to fellowship with the recipient family. It
is in these moments that the bucket ministry can share
the greatest gift anyone can receive, a relationship with
Jesus Christ.
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Daughters of the King
Deadline for submission is
We are still looking for your
April 30
submissions to the cookbook.
Please send in your favorite
Submit recipes to:
recipes, or recipes from past
General Council Churches of
books you want to see included
God, (Seventh Day), Inc.
in the new book. It will be
1827 W 3rd Street
available for purchase at
Campmeeting, or to order by mail Meridian, ID 83646-1653
after Campmeeting. We need all
or
of your recipes to make this a
office@ACTSforGod.org
successful project.
What is the Women’s
group at your church
involved
in?
What
projects do you have
planned or have already
completed? What events
do
you
organize
or
participate in? How do
you
encourage
each
other? Do you have a
Women’s
Retreat?
Please share your group
with others so they can
be inspired with new
ideas for their group.
If you know what you are
donating ahead of time and can
let us know (a picture would be
great), then we can advertise on
the Facebook page so people can
see what will be available at
Campmeeting.
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Send in a report
(short or long, with or
without pictures) and
we will publish it in a
future ACTS
magazine. Let’s
encourage each other

so we can bless those
around us.

Do you quilt, embroider, knit,
crochet, paint, sew, bake or shop. Do you have any
items (new or gently used) you could donate to the
DOK booth or auction at Campmeeting? Start
planning now for what you might be able to donate.
Previous funds raised have been used to support
missions, buy kitchen supplies, support children’s
classes, and organize the Women’s Tea & other
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A Report from the Marceline, Missouri Church
As our youth group has dwindled, we decided to make our weekend more family-centered. As Sabbath dawned
the first evening, we gathered for fellowship and good food as friends made
their way into town.
The next morning we had a youth class centered on what it looks like to put
our faith into action right now led by Mindy Moore. Sometimes it’s easy to
think we have all the time in the world to step into what God has called us to
do, but the fact is that in each season of our lives, God has work ready for us if
we choose to follow His lead. Some of the topics and texts included in the study
were:
 What does it look like to be hands and feet? (James 2:13-17),
 What can you do right now to be that? (Philippians 1:3-6, Mark 16:1416, Micah 6:8, James 5:9-16, Luke 6:27-28 20-38, Philippians 4:4-8),
 Why did God put you here, and right now? (Isaiah 61:1-2, Luke 14:12-14),
 What is your goal/maybe your calling to be that in the future? (1 Peter 2:21-24),
 What’s your testimony - what has he brought you through/is he bringing you
through right now? (1 John 1:5-10, John 1:12, John 6:37, 40),
 Who gets the glory for this? (Matthew 5:16, John 3:1-8),
 Does arrogance ever play into a sin situation? (John 16:8, 9) and
 How do you lead someone to Christ? (John 3:16, Acts 2:21, Ephesians 6:15, 1 Peter
3:15, John 16:24, Matthew 10:32, Revelation 3:5).
We also covered some of Matthew 28:16-20, John 14:21-26 and John 13:34-35.
Sometimes it feels as though we never have enough time to study all that could pertain to
our subject, but it gave us something to take away and think on/build from.
Since the theme of the weekend was In His Hands, Dylan Gates gave his sermon on Control
(Isaiah 40:12). He began with the size of the universe and how the world in God’s hands
would be like a BB in ours. He referenced the song “He’s Got the Whole World in His
Hands” and how the author, Obie Edwin Philpot, never held a copyright. Then he asked
how can we let someone control our lives who we can’t see. He answered that if we abide in
him, confess and surrender our need for control, be still and know, trust him, and seek him,
it will all fall into place. Some of his texts included Philippians 4:6-7, John 15, Exodus 14
(especially verses 13-14), Jeremiah 29:13 and Matthew 6:33.
After a potluck lunch, we visited the nursing home and sang for the residents, then came
back to the church to play games and snack together after sundown. Breanna Cryer
organized the group games which included a few relays:
• carrying a cotton ball across the room using only marshmallow creme on your nose,
• passing a lifesaver mint from one to another with just a toothpick in your mouth, and
• stacking cups using only a balloon in your mouth to expand and carry it to
the pyramid on a table across the room
and some circle games
• a conversation starter ball to throw around,
• the chaotic changing seats game called Have You Seen My Goat,
• the slap your partner game of Wink Em,
• and then they linked arms and tried to pull people toward a trash can in the
center to get them out of the game).
After all that, we headed for bed and returned the
next day for some more games and visiting before
people had to return home. Michelle Taylor kindly
hosted the girls and Steven and Joyce Boone graciously hosted the boys this time. All
of the women in the church made sure we had delicious food to eat each meal, cleaned
up, and kept things running smoothly while Emily Boone and Randy Day directed the
weekends activities.
Our next big event will be the youth camp we host at Camp Colburn on June 9-14.
Please email mycboard@gmail.com if you need more information about the event.
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By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to
him. (James 1:5 NKJV)
5

There and back again!
Yes, with a slightly different team, the Council was able to go back to Kenya for another mission trip less than two
short months after the last trip! This trip included, Robert Carver, Linda Palmer, Evelyn McQueary, my husband,
Patrick and myself. Along the way we met up with Jonathan Carson in Nairobi. We left on this adventure on the 15th of
February and the “Idaho” team arrived home on the 28th, while Jonathan continued his travels through Eastern Africa.
We took NINE checked bags with us and only two had personal belongings! The Bucket Ministry sent one suitcase
with items for the Kibera team with everything from spare bucket parts to audio Bibles by mega voice. The other seven
were full of donated items from the General Council including MP3 players with matching Micro SD cards with the
entire Bible in Swahili or English and the book of John in Swahili that were printed right here in the Publishing
House. We also were able to take along 300 New Testament Bibles in English. All in all we were able to take nearly
1,000 copies of the Word in one form or another. We also took training materials for a full day ministerial training in
Bomet.
Although very similar in many respects to the last trip, like I am sure all mission trips are, this trip was very unique and
special. The first half of the trip was spent in the slums of Kibera, just as last time. This time we were again
joined by Ronald Rotich, the Kenya Director for the Bucket Ministry, and Shadrack Mulwo and we were also joined by
Lucy Wachira who we met when we visited the Pokot people on our last trip. Each morning we (the “Idaho team”
and the “Kenya” team) had the privilege of joining the Kibera team for worship and Bible study. We spent the
first day doing “follow-up” visits, splitting our teams and joining members of the Kibera team. These visits are done in
the homes of those families that had previously received buckets and filters, in this case those that received the
filters in December. Not only did we get to see how the filters were being used and give instructions if needed, we
got to hear their testimonies and offer some discipleship when the opportunity presented itself.
Over the next 3 days we did 5 distributions, the fifth almost entirely done solely by the Kibera team. Through the
grace of God, we were able to hand out 346 buckets and filters! What was truly
exciting, though, was the many opportunities we had to pray over the new
believers and those who just needed extra prayer. It was a very powerful time.
Sabbath morning we were honored by the Kibera team asking us if we could do
our church service with them. We had some wonderful worship time and then
continued with their study of the Book of John. We felt lead by the Spirit to
spend extra time on truly understanding the importance of baptism. This led to
a conviction by all of us to be more mindful of those who may need to be
baptized. During the distributions that day an extra effort was made to
get contact information of those who came forward and the next day
we did 11 baptisms, three of which were the children of one of the
Kibera team members! It was a time of
great joy!
Sunday we split up our
teams and joined the
Kibera
teams
at
different churches in
Kibera. It gave us a
chance to celebrate the
work that God was
doing in Kibera and
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Kibera VS Bomet:
Two totally
different
environments,
same great God!
invite those living there to join this opportunity to serve. We continue to pray that
the Lord will grow those seeds that were planted there that day. The field is
white for harvest but the laborers, regardless of how dedicated they, they are
few. We are prayerfully considering doing another mission trip to this area, if you
are interested, please contact our office!
Monday morning we packed up and left our cozy Mayfield House accommodations
and headed for Bomet, about a 5 hour drive from Nairobi.
Our first day in Bomet was spent much like our first day in Kibera doing followup visits. However, instead of winding through crowded walk ways, we wound
through narrow country roads and between farming homesteads. Our team was able to
meet the very first family in Bomet County to have received a bucket and filter
during a 2017 distribution. They wanted us to make sure to thank you all, everyone
in their home is now healthy and have been very blessed by having a Bible in their own
language. We were also able to hand out several
copies of the Book of John in Swahili. As a final
treat we were able to visit one of the three
schools where we had teamed up with the
Bucket Ministry to equip the school with enough bucket and
filters to serve the entire school while in session.
The next day we did an all day training for just over 20 leaders
of different ministries around the city of Bomet and
other local communities. Ronald started the day by
sharing the benefits of the filter, not so much for its ability to
clean the water, but as an opportunity
to open doors to spreading the Gospel and
to discipleship. Bob followed by sharing a
vision that God had shown him about getting outside the church
walls and into the field to do the harvest. We followed that with
training on a discipleship method called 411. (God willing, we will
share more on this in the next issue. Until then you can Google,
“#NoPlaceLeft 411 training” to learn more.)
Jonathan and Linda finished the day with an
overview of Gary Amick’s “Concepts in
Church Management.” Some key points were
shared about seeking God to create vision and
mission statements for their ministries.
Linda was able to give them a “SMART”
goal setting standard, that I think will help
them achieve all that God has for them.
Although not as in-depth as we may have
liked the materials were left for them to do
further study.
Specific
Without planning it in advance, God gave each of the speakers words
of empowerment and encouragement to pass on to our Kenyan
Measurable
brothers and sister during that meeting. The same Spirit that helps
Achievable
us in the West do the Lord’s work is the same Spirit that will help
them do the ministry that God wants them to do.
Relative
He offers the same Spirit of wisdom that will help you serve too, all you need to do is ask! sf
Time-Bound
12

March/April

2020

ACTS

a fountain send out from the same opening
both fresh and bitter water?” We find much
food for thought in the statement that Jesus
directed to His original disciples one day. A
boy, who had a dumb spirit since birth, had
been brought by his father to the disciples. The
disciples couldn’t cast out the dumb spirit so
the father took the boy to Jesus, who cast it
out. Jesus’ words here were: “. . . how long
shall I be with you? How long shall I put up
with you? . . .” (Matthew 17:17 NASB) Don’t
you wonder if He didn’t look on down through
time when He said that and think about this
generation—about you and about me?

East-West Forgiveness —Not North-South
Christ used a parable to illustrate forgiving
others as we are forgiven (Matthew 18:23-35).
This parable is about a man who was called to
account for ten thousand talents, and when he
couldn’t pay he begged for mercy. The lord out
of pity for him forgave the debt, which by some
estimations amounted to 10 million dollar.
When he was released, he went out and
happened to meet a man that owed him a
hundred denarii, which some estimates place
around $20. When this man asked for mercy,
he was thrown into jail. How soon we forget!
When the culprit’s neighbors saw what he had
done, they reported it to their lord. Here is
what happened. “Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you besought me;
and should not you have had mercy on your
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in
anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till
he should pay all his debt. So also my
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother from your
heart.” (Matthew 18:32-35 RSV emphasis
added). Luke’s writings about judging others
also applies here, “Judge not, and you will not
be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be
forgiven” (Luke 6:37 RSV). This is especially
true when you have just been forgiven an
enormous debt. Shouldn't we then be very
forgiving? Didn’t we receive forgiveness for a
very large debt? How long has it been?
Think back to when we accepted Christ as our
Savior and gave our total life to Him. We asked
His forgiveness of our past sins. He was willing
to forgive all our sins completely. Psalms 103
clearly illustrates the mercy God has for us
Advocating Christ The Savior

and expects us to have for others. Verse 12
says: “As far as the east is from the west, so
far hath he removed our transgressions from
us” (KJV). Do you fully comprehend this
statement? When you take a globe of this
world and go in a northerly direction, you will
only be able to half-circle the globe before you
change your direction and are proceeding
southward. However, when you start east you
continue constantly going eastward. The same
is true for the westward direction. The east
and
west
never
meet.
This
clearly
demonstrates how far our sins are removed
from us. They are remembered no more
(Hebrews 10:17). When another asks our
forgiveness, we too are to forgive and
remember no more. This doesn’t allow us the
privilege of storing away the deed or words for
future reference. They are to be totally and
completely forgotten forever.
We represent Christ's name, or in some
cases misrepresent His name, by calling
ourselves Chist-ian or Christ-ones. We are
supposed to learn from His and follow His
example. “Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart:
and you shall find rest for your souls:
(Matthew 11:29 NASB). If we are learning from
Him, we are His disciples. There is a sign of
this discipleship which we must show. “A new
commandment I give you, that you love one
another, even as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another” (John 13:34, 35 NASB).
We should take this a step further and refer to
1 John 3:14, 15, 18. “We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because we love
the brethren. He who does not love abides in
death. Everyone who hates his brother is a
murderer; and you know that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him. Little children, let
us not love with word nor with tongue, but in
deed and truth” (NASB).
This isn’t to be read and applied to the
other fellow. The finger points to each of us.
This is for me and for you. You can hold a
grudge or be unforgiving toward another
person and it probably won’t keep him out of
the Kingdom of God, but it will keep you out!
Think on these things!

It won’t do any good to paint the pump if there is
poison in the water.
5

Seven Factors that Influenced the Sabbath in the
Early Church (Part 2 of 4)
By Earl Lewis
When Jesus spoke from the cross the words
“ . . .Father forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing…” (Luke 23;34 NASB). He
set an example of forgiveness that few
Christians ever attain. Unfortunately, many
really don’t try and others just don’t feel it is
required for their salvation.
It is evident that Christ went to great
lengths to provide a means of salvation for us.
He displayed a deep love and a forgiving
attitude even to those who were in the very act
of taking His life. This example, which Christ
illustrated while He was accomplishing our
salvation, is of utmost importance. This
attribute is further emphasized by the number
of times it is repeated throughout the New
Testament, one time nearly verbatim by
Stephen in Acts 7:50.
The magnitude of Christ’s example
obviously hasn’t penetrated the dark recesses
of our minds. He is teaching us to be forgiving
even to someone who is in the process of killing
us. Today, many innocent people are being
tortured and slaughtered in various areas of
the world, such as Southeast Asia and parts of
Africa. Could we be praying for the forgiveness
of someone who is torturing us before we die?
Christ did! Stephen did also!

Forgiven, but . . .
Today, it seems to be a major achievement
when Christians are able to forgive their
brother or sister for some harsh words or
cutting remark, even though it may have been
uttered ten to twenty years ago. In many cases,
the problem is that total forgiveness is not
really granted. Even though some may go
through the motions by verbally asking
forgiveness and clasping hands on it, in their
hearts, they won’t let it die. It still lives because
it isn’t forgotten, This feeling seems to be
stored or tucked back in an area of our lives
that we like to reserve for our own self-control
instead of yielding it to Christ and letting it go.
What a shame! What a sham!

Our attitudes, whether good or bad, are
projected through the image we present to the
world. We may not realize it but this can
adversely affect our Christian witness. The
world sometimes can’t hear what we’re
preaching to them for the example that is
screaming at them. This is practicing
hypocrisy! You may be the only Bible some
ever read, so be sure you are translating
properly. You are the real living Bible. Your
actions and reactions do carry tremendous
weight. Even if we are sometimes able to fool
the world, we cannot fool God!
Even the “babe in Christ” know that
forgiveness is one of the basic tenets of
Christianity. We’re supposed to leave the milk
and get into the meat of the Word of God. Most
of the time we struggle to “get off the bottle”
when it comes to forgiving from the heart. We
have churches through this land that should
be powerful “Pillars of the Faith”; however, in
many case they are veering around like a ship
without its rudder, ineffective because of deeprooted conflicts, squabbles, strife and grudges.
Christians should sit down now to do some
deep soul searching and face up to where we
really stand with God before we find ourselves
standing before God! If this sounds too harsh
and direct coming from me, let us read the
apostle Peter’s remarks on this subject. “For it
is time for judgement to begin with the
household of God” and if it begins with us first,
what will be the outcome for those who do not
obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17 NASB).
Have we not yet fully learned that we cannot
serve God and the world (Satan) at the same
time? There are ample scriptures that point out
that we can’t have the best of both worlds
simultaneously. It is impossible to be good and
evil at the same time. Jesus’ words to the
Pharisees in Matthew 12:34 find their
application in our lives all too often. “. . . For
the mouth speaks out of that which fills the
heart” (NASB). This truth is reinforced by
James 3:8-11 (note especially verse 11); “Does
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President—Millie Kelly; Secretary/Treasurer—Marilyn
Sheldahl; Becky Lincoln; Mary Ann Syvanen
Facilities—Subcommittee: Chairman—Earl Rice; Don
Smith; Mariah Rice-Wilson; Randy Sedlacek
Any opinions or viewpoints that are published in this magazine are directly
from the contributing author(s) and do not necessarily represent the beliefs
or viewpoints of the General Council Churches of God, (Seventh Day), Inc.

1827 W 3rd St
Meridian ID 83646-1653
Phone:
Web:
E-mail:

(208) 888-3380
www.ACTSforGod.org
office@ACTSforGod.org



Headquarters Staff: Sophia Fleming—Administrator, Sheryl
Henderson—Office Assistant, Randy Sedlacek—Project Manager
Statement of Belief—We believe:
1. The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the
supreme Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the
Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter.



2. In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life;
His miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily
resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His ascension to the right hand
of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom
and rule this earth in great power and glory.



3. The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and
faith in the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s
command to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of Christ for the
remission of sins.



4. That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies.
5. The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments,
including the observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly
called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on
Saturday.





To learn more, contact:
General Council Churches of
God, (Seventh Day), Inc.
1827 W. 3rd Street
Meridian, Idaho 83646
office@ACTSforGod.org
208-888-3380

The Annual Business Meeting will
be held on Wednesday, July 1.

6. The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year
at the proper and appointed time.
7. In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just
to eternal life and the unjust to eternal death.
8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.
9. The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy
and that the Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.
10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.

Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations are taken from KJV, public domain.
Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®, Copyright © 1960,1962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,1975,1977 by The Lockma n Foundation.
Used by permission.
Scripture quotations mark RSV are from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1946, 1952, and 1971 the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Great Speakers
• Jonathan Carson
• Wes Higgins
• Augustine Espinoza
• Denrick Rose
• Leslie Desouza
• David Palmer
& Teachers
• Bob Carver
• Others to be announced
Classes for all ages
Youth Activities
Great Food and Fellowship
4th of July BBQ, Games,
Family Fun, Fireworks, etc.
Auction by Daughters of the King
And So Much More!

March/April

2020

ACTS

We need volunteers to help with
children’s classes and activities at
Campmeeting. If you are willing
please contact the GC office.
Advocating Christ The Savior

15

General Council Churches of God
(Seventh Day), Inc.
1827 W 3rd Street
Meridian ID 83646-1653

Contact us: by Mail

Non-Profit Organization
PAID
Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

Phone: (208) 888-3380
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org

E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org

As a thank you gift for your
donation of any amount to
the General Council’s Living
Water Fund, You will receive:
the Teachings of Jesus
book compiled by Keith Siddens

(with or without study helps
your choice)
Thank you Siddens family for the donation of
these books for this great cause!
Limited time offer

Lord’s Supper
Service
The 14th of Nisan will begin at sundown on
April 7, 2020.

Bible Reading
Plan in the
center!

