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8. The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

10. That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus.
Since the Church of God, (Seventh Day), is in a state of constant growth and we all have
different backgrounds, it is likely that your views may differ somewhat from those of the
authors. At any rate, these articles may be used as a point of entry for your own study.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thessalonians 5:21
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Ministerial Council Letter
January 2021
Fantastic! That was my response to Patrick and Sophia Fleming’s report on their recent trip to Kenya.
Our God is so good! It was a blessing to hear of the way God moved as they first spent a week working with
the Bucket ministry and then as they spent a week visiting our fellow churches in the Bomet and Sotik areas
and made a trip to Maina Jos’s orphanage. I appreciate their resolve to make the trip during these uncertain
times. It was good hearing for the first time about our brothers and sisters in the Sotik area of Kenya who
have been faithfully carrying on the work there for many years. Efforts are underway to officially welcome
them and to recognize their efforts as a General Council church.
I especially want to send a shout out to Bishop Andrew Koech, Bishop Raymon Soi, and Pastor Josko
Kibet for their efforts to unify the churches in Kenya. Psalm 133:1 says it so well, “Behold, how good and
pleasant it is when brethren dwell together in unity!” (ESV). May God bless and walk with them during this
effort!
The Ministerial Council Board has been busy these past few months. We have had some fruitful (and
long) discussions on how to clarify the messages that we share with those that access our web site and
publications. We are revising the language in some tracts so they are up to date and relevant. A decision was
made to rewrite language in a section of the document, “A Declaration of Things Most Commonly Believed
Among Us,” while keeping the integrity of the content. This will be a cooperative effort undertaken with the
approval and assistance of the General Council Board and eventually with the approval of the General
Council body. There is a huge need to develop publications that are important to the needs of the General
Council body. We are asking for willing volunteers to assist with writing, editing, and even typing of
materials. Let the Publishing House know if you are interested.
A Ministerial Council committee of Tom Kendrick, Basil Straker, Ezra Ledger, Wes Higgins, and I,
with the assistance of Sophia and the publishing house, have been working to develop resources for
ministers. The committee is now reviewing the first draft of a ministerial manual. This is a how-to manual
for conducting ceremonies such as baptisms, weddings, and funerals, written from the Church of God
Seventh-Day perspective. Our goal is to have a quality product for licensed ministers. Another goal is to
provide additional templates for ministers online.
Finally, a serious concern that I have is about the impact of social media. Recent events in our nation
have raised this concern. The algorithms that work behind the scenes of social media apps are designed to
draw each “user” in to make us want to tune-in to more and more minutes each day. These are not intended
for our benefit but are targeted to make money for the owners of the platform. The social media apps I’m
talking about include Facebook, TikTok, Pinterest, Snapchat, Google, and many others. A simple question to
ask yourself is, “Can I put my screen away and not tune in for an hour, for a day, or for a week?” And how
are they impacting our hearts? Social media apps are tools that can be used for good. But, consider that there
are people we don’t know who might be viewing our online posts. Colossians 4:5-6 offers great guidance
here: “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person” (ESV). So guard
your heart. Use these apps to celebrate the love of the Heavenly Father. Look for ways to encourage and
uplift each other and may our Heavenly Father receive the glory!
In His service,
Steve Boone
Ministerial Council

Advocating Christ The Savior

Ministerial Council Meeting
June 27
Meridian, Idaho
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Daughters of the King
Greetings Daughters of our Most Holy King,
As I write this, 2020 is past and we are moving into 2021.
What a year of highs and struggles. But God is in control and loves us very much. Philippians 4:4-8 is one
of my favorite verses to hang on to in these times.
“4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made know to God. 7And the peace of
God which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.” (ESV)
Thanks to those of you who valiantly practiced your cooking skills with the challenge of trying the
scripture cake recipe from last month’s ACTS. Thank you for your feedback and I hope it was fun and some
have said it was interesting trying to put the pieces together. The end result should be some type of fruit
cake…….

☺

As some may know, Patrick and Sophia Fleming went to Kenya in Dec 2020. They were blessed with
meeting many members of our General Council churches there. Sophia was also
introduced to the Kenyan Daughters of the King.
I would like you to meet two beautiful ladies who are leading the DOK in
Kenya.
The DOK was presented with an opportunity to send some fleece blankets
Grace
Emma Chepkemoi
Yegon
Kirui
to the children at the Orphanage and School we support in Isbania. We prayed
about how to help and it seemed our answer was the blankets. The DOK board all
agreed the price of the blankets and the opportunity was a good move. It was something we could do to help
the children.
Sophia loaded 96
fleece blankets into
suitcases and took them
with her. I believe our
prayer was answered as
when Sophia got there,
many of the children did
not have any blankets. They were much appreciated.
Thank you all for your financial and spiritual support that allows us to reach out and help others.
2021 Annual Campmeeting is coming up and we have begun planning for our part as Daughters of the King. I
would like to encourage you to send items or suggestions for items we can sell in our booth or at the annual
auction. This is how we fund our projects.
I covet your prayers for wisdom and guidance for me and our board of directors that all we do may bring
glory to our Father and Savior Jesus Christ.
God Bless you each and your families. May you grow in grace and stay strong in the Lord.
Linda
4
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RE-PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

By: Robert Carver

Are We Not One Nation Under
God, Indivisible

Many of us attended the campmeeting this past July. God
was preparing us in advance for the things we are seeing
and hearing now. The campmeeting theme for 2020 was
Indivisible - Dictionary meaning: Unable to be divided or “The Whole Armor of God.”
separated.
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God,
Who is the United States of America? What do we stand
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
for? Who are we to the world? What do they know us for?
devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
Does what happens in the United States affect them also?
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
Doesn’t God’s word say that He forms nations and sets up
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual [hosts] of
kings over them? (Daniel 2:21). Did God have a purpose in
wickedness in the heavenly [places]” (Ephesians
the founding of our nation? Does our support to Israel
6:10 12).
matter? Does this Presidential Election even matter to the
rest of the world? How do these events fit into God’s plan?
What in the world is going on?
Many of us as believers are crying out for answers, but we
need spiritual eyes and ears to understand.
“‘Having eyes, do you not see? And having
ears, do you not hear? And do you not
remember? ...’ So He said to them, ‘How [is
it] you do not understand?’” (Mark 8:18, 21).
“And Elisha prayed, and said, ‘Lord, I pray,
open his eyes that he may see.’” And the
Lord opened his eyes (2 Kings 6:17).
“While we do not look at the things which are seen, but
at the things which are not seen. For the things which
are seen [are] temporary, but the things which are not
seen [are] eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18).

“For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).
"‘For My thoughts [are] not your thoughts,
Nor [are] your ways My ways,’ says the LORD.
‘For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.
‘For as the rain comes down, and the snow from
heaven,
And do not return there,
But water the earth,
And make it bring forth and bud,
That it may give seed to the sower
And bread to the eater,
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void,
But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper [in the thing] for which I sent
it.” (Isaiah 55:8-11)
Advocating Christ The Savior

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that
the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world” (1 Peter 5:8-9).
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).
We need to make a stand in the authority we have in
Christ.
“Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even
the demons are subject to us in Your name.’
And He said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning
from heaven. Behold, I give you the authority to
trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means
hurt you” (Luke 10:17-19).
This is a time to be still, but not silent.
“The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved;
He uttered His voice, the earth melted.
Be still, and know that I [am] God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!” (Psalm 46:6, 10).
“Why do the nations rage,
And the people plot a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves,
And the rulers take counsel together,
Against the LORD and against His Anointed, [saying],
‘Let us break Their bonds in pieces
And cast away Their cords from us.’
He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;
The Lord shall hold them in derision” (Psalm 2:1-4).
5

“And since we have the same spirit of faith, according
will be of good cheer, for he has overcome the world
to what is written, ‘I believed and therefore I spoke,’ we (John 16:33).
also believe and therefore speak,” (2 Corinthians 4:13).
Peace He leaves with us. Peace He gives to us, not as the
“‘Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth
world gives does He give to us. So we will not let our
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
hearts be troubled, neither will our hearts be afraid
earth will be loosed in heaven.
(John 14:27).
‘Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for
them by My Father in heaven” (Matthew 18:18-19).

When we His people who are called by His name humble
ourselves and pray and seek His face, and turn from our
wicked ways, then He will hear from heaven, and will
forgive our sin and heal our land (2 Chronicles 7:14).

While it is true that we should not be joined in any way to
false prophets, it is also true that we should not be For He has promised us a new heaven and a new earth in
causing division amongst the believers either. Do we which righteousness is to dwell (2 Peter 3:13).
remember what happened when “they were all of one
"‘And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will
accord” (Acts 2)?
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and
Hang in there, and remember; they hanged Haman on the
the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall
gallows that had been prepared for Mordecai (Esther
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it
7:10).
shall stand forever” (Daniel 2:44).
“And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called
according to [His] purpose” (Romans 8:28).

And the Lord restored Job’s losses, twice as much, when
he prayed for his friends (Job 42:10).

Reset
Now is the time to unite together. A time to Reset.
We voted once for all time; We chose JESUS to be our Lord
and King for all eternity.
We prayed once for all time;
“‘Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as [it is] in heaven” (Matthew 6:9-10).

“For evildoers shall be cut off;
But those who wait on the Lord,
They shall inherit the earth.
For yet a little while and the wicked [shall be] no
[more];
Indeed, you will look carefully for his place,
But it [shall be] no [more].
But the meek shall inherit the earth,
And shall delight themselves in the abundance of
peace.
The wicked plots against the just,
And gnashes at him with his teeth.
The Lord laughs at him,
For He sees that his day is coming” (Psalm 37:9-13).
“‘But the saints of the Most High shall receive the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even
forever and ever’” (Daniel 7:18).

Re-Pledge Of Allegiance

You will make us kings and priests to our God; and we
shall reign on the earth (Revelations 5:10).

Here is our Re-Pledge of Allegiance: (We may want to read
it out loud as a decree.)

“For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of [His] government and peace
[There will be] no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice

We pledge allegiance to Jesus Christ as our Lord and savior
and King of Kings to the glory of the Father in heaven for
all eternity. We will serve Him in His government with
grateful hearts. We will be ambassadors of the Kingdom of
God and will proclaim it to the nations.
We will declare God’s words of truth to every living
creature on earth and in heaven.
These things He has spoken to us, that in Him we may
have peace. In the world we will have tribulation; but we
6
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Kenya Journal—December 2020
Here are the daily trip updates
from Sophia and Patrick's Mission
trip to Kenya.

any data because they can be used
offline. Very excited to see how they
work out.

December 6

There was no way I could have gotten
them here if it weren't for Sheryl’s
hard work! She’s amazing and truly a
gift from the Lord!

Patrick and I are on our way to the
airport heading back to Kenya! This
will be a much different trip.
I don't know what God has instore for
us there, but with all of the spiritual
warfare over the last week it must be
something good! I've constantly been
haunted by the feeling that this is my
will and not His. Yet I've had so
many mornings where I've woken up
with ideas and plans for the trip that
seem to be divinely inspired. Then
there was the almost insatiable desire
to go in the first place. All I can do is
pray that no matter what, I want to be
a blessing to Him and that through
Him I will be a blessing to those I
come in contact with.
December 7
We've landed in Nairobi! Pretty
uneventful flight, thank God! Now
through customs and then finding a
taxi after curfew...
…..
No duty fees!!!! And we found a
taxi!!! God's got this!! Prayers
answered!
Was COVID an issue? Yes! - 2
COVID tests each, 2 last minute
health surveys and 2 days of not
being able to take our mask off. But
we are here, we are safe, and we
didn't have to pay taxes on the 45
speakers with SD cards with the
audio Bible English and Swahili, the
12 mp3 players with text and audio
Bibles, the 30 memory sticks with
multiple languages of audio Bibles,
the English and Swahili text Bibles,
350 books of John in Swahili, and the
96 blankets that the DOK is sending
to the orphanage.
The memory sticks will be given to
the Pastors. Each stick has adapters
for android and apple devices. This
will allow them to load the bible and/
or bible apps directly onto
smartphones. These apps won't use
Advocating Christ The Savior

December 8
Josko Kibet came in today from
Bomet to help us this week! So glad
he is here!
I was so blessed by the opportunity to
share my heart today with the ladies
of Kibera. As usual God had it all
planned out. I had planned to teach
the ladies about the armor of God and
focus on how the enemy attacks us as
women. Before we came, I grabbed
some bookmarks with the armor of
God on it. I had gotten them from the
DOK booth last summer. I pulled one
out to use as my reference. When it
came time to speak, I looked at the
bottom of the bookmark for the
scripture reference, assuming the
scriptures listed were about the armor
of God. It said Philippians 4:6 so we
all opened our Bibles and as my
words were being translated, I read,
"Be anxious for nothing," in my head
I thought, "This isn't the armor, but it
sure fit my weekend!" then I said,
"let's start in verse 4 and read through
verse 9." And as the scriptures were
being read in Swahili, I read them in
English. No armor...but oh did these
words speak to me! Then I knew it,
this is what the Lord wanted me to
share. These verses are “our mental
armor” against ourselves.
To say that I have been anxious this
weekend is a bit of an understatement, but I always came back to:
God's got this!
I used those very words this morning
when I couldn't find our passports! It
turned out that when we had to dig
them out for customs, I didn't get the
pouch back into my backpack before
we got in the taxi. Being in a black
car, in the black of night, I didn't see
my black pouch on the seat when we
got out of the car at the hotel. But

By Sophia Fleming

God had it under control. We were
the last fare the driver did last night,
and he found it this morning and
brought it back to us. There are a
million ways that those passports
could have disappeared, but everyone’s prayers and His protection took
care of them!
Patrick spent the morning and
afternoon session with Ronald
Rotich, Josko and the guys from The
Bucket Ministry Team (TBM) of
Kibera. He and Solomon Wakungu
(The Kibera Team Director)
answered questions about Biblical
marriage and parenting. It was a
powerful time.

December 9
We did devotions with the Kibera
TBM team first thing. Pastor George
Ajode taught on Galatians and how
we are not burdened by the old law. It
was a good discussion. After some
worship I taught on the budgeting.
Yesterday I used a PowerPoint. It
worked, but not very well. Today, the
Lord turned the power off for the
whole day, but as usual, God had it
all planned out. Yesterday I had
asked the Pastor if he would hang up
some of the butcher paper I brought
so I could use it as a projector
screen...or so I thought. Actually, the
Lord knew I'd need it as a whiteboard
to write the lesson on. Chris Beth
always tells us to pack flexibility
when we go on these trips, in this
case...it was a marker that I slipped in
my bag at the last minute before we
left, not knowing I'd need it to teach
with on the other side of the planet!
God is so good, so perfect and has a
perfect plan, we just need to follow
His little nudges and then we will
fully enjoy the fruits of His labor.
7

In the afternoon we had a young adult
session. I'm not very good with the
youth, since I'm “so old” now...but
God said to do it, so I did,
COMPLETELY out of my comfort
zone. The young adults were very

gracious and patient with me, but
Josko really saved the day. Some
youth came in late because of school
and he offered to do a summary. In
half the time he taught twice the info.
What a gift he has with connecting
with his audience. I can't begin to put
into words the joy I had watching him
teach these concepts! The young
adults enjoyed his teaching so much.
I knew that this was really the
teaching that Lord wanted to get
across to them.
Our youth are our future and when
we plant seeds in them, as Josko did
today, the Kingdom will reap the
harvest for generations to come.
Patrick is with Chris Beth and Jerry
White and some of the Nairobi TBM
leadership having a men's retreat of
sorts. He left this morning and won't
be back until tomorrow afternoon.
They will be staying overnight in
tents in the big game park with
wildlife all around! This is the only
photo from him so far!!!

December 10

This morning, after devotions, we had
a special session of just the women of
TBM and the wives of those who
work there. The ladies anonymously
filled out small slips of paper with
concerns that were on their hearts.
Then I read them privately and
prayed. Then we jumped in with both
feet. The topics ranged from
parenting while working in ministry
to balancing ministry and marriage to
finding a husband to having unity in
the team to basically every women's
retreat topic that I've ever heard of.
So since over the course of my life
I've walked through almost all of
those topics in one form or another, I
basically shared my testimony over
the next almost two hours. Once
again very thankful for the Pastors'
wives and their input. We shared
what worked, what didn't and how
God has used it all. The Holy Spirit
was almost tangible as we closed in
song, we wept together and praised
God together. It was huge, I could
almost feel the negatives spiritually
breaking off these ladies! It was
amazing!
Patrick said Jerry and Chris baptized
3 members of the camp staff today!
Flexible! God is always working! The
camp staff had listened to their
discussions and finally asked them to
share with them. So, they shared their
testimony from the 411 training and
the love of Jesus and three members
of the staff asked to be baptized right
then and there!

being flexible, agreed. What a
blessing it was! Josko’s insights on
spiritual warfare were spot on and so
much more relatable to the people

here. They knew his words were true
and empowering! God is so good and
His plan, once again, was spot on!
Some of the cultural attitudes towards
women and the poor are almost
shocking. So many things we take for
granted. I'm humbled by the
testimonies of the women I have
gotten to speak to. My life has been
so much easier than theirs in many
ways. God has called them together
to work in this great evangelistic
ministry. A special prayer needs to be
lifted up for them and their families.
Most of them live in the heart of the
slums themselves and have chosen to
serve their neighbors in this way. So
many of us, in much easier
environments, never even let our
neighbors know we are Christians.
There is a lot of evil lurking in the
allies of Kibera. The devil has been
working hard to attack this work in
this place and if ever a place needed
the love of Jesus it's this place!
Praying for God's guidance and
protection. Amen!
December 11

Not quite the Jordon at only 14 inches
deep!
When I was praying with the ladies, I
felt the Lord say to ask Josko to
speak in the afternoon session. He,
8

It's late so I will make this short.
Today was spent mostly on helping
the new Kibera team members get
acquainted with TBM, how it was
started, some of Chris's story, etc.
Then Jerry taught on gossip and how
it can hurt and how it can destroy the
team and what the scriptures say
about it. Then he taught on listening.
In the afternoon we had a short 411
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Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Week 8
 Matthew 8:14-34
 Mark 4
 Mark 5

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Week 1

 Luke 1

 John 1:1-14

 Matthew 1

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

 Luke 2:1-38

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

OBEY

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

What should I do to
it?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

Week 7

 Luke 8

 Matthew 13

 Luke 11

 Matthew 12:22-50

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

OBEY

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

What should I do to
it?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

 Luke 3

 Mark 1

 Matthew 3

 Luke 2:39-52

 Matthew 2

Week 2

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

Week 6
 Matthew 8:1-13
 Luke 7
 Matthew 11

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Week 3

 Matthew 4

 Luke 4-5

 John 1:15-51

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

 John 2-4

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

OBEY

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

What should I do to
it?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

OBEY

How does obeying these biblical
truths change your perspective
on how you serve/love your
neighbor?

How can these verses apply to
your life?

What should I do to
it?

Share this biblical principle with
your words or by your example.
Sometimes the change in our
attitudes and behavior can be
our strongest witness to those
around us.

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

Why do think these verses or this story was included in the Bible?

What should I SHARE with
others?
Does this story remind you of a
similar experience you had in
your life? Look for opportunities
to share your story and how this
story came to life for you with
someone you spend time with.

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

Where was the author when he wrote these verses or where did the
events take place?

What should I do to OBEY
it?
How can these verses apply to
your life?

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

 Matthew 5-7

 Luke 6

 Mark 3

 Matthew 12:1-21

Week 5

When was this passage written and when did these events take place?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

 John 5

 Mark 2

Week 4

What stands out to you as you read these verses?

What does this passage SAY?
Who are the main characters in this set of
verses or who are these verses written to?

Pray before you start reading.
Ask God to open your heart and
prepare you to receive His message.

teaching by Justin from NoPlaceLeft,
who is from another organization that
is working with them to do
discipleship training. After that I was
blessed with opportunity to do a team
building opportunity. We split into
groups of two an and wrote down the
other person’s prayer request o
December 12
As you can tell from the last entry, I
was exhausted and I fell asleep before
I could even finish! So let me finish...

...on sticky notes. Before we did this
we talked about how many in Kibera
felt forgotten, but that God has been
using TBM to remind His children
there that they are not forgotten. Then
we talked about the law that Jesus
gave, that we are to love one another.
Then we talked about how Galatians
6:2 says that by prayer we are to
carry one another's burdens. So by
praying for each other we are
fulfilling the law of Jesus. We are
also all part of this family, this TBM
team is more than just a team it is a
family. That God brought them
together to share each others burdens.
Then I told them that we would take
pictures of the requests and we would
be praying for the back in the States.
Then I told them that I was going to
take the requests last night and put
them in a notebook. When they do

God opens doors, if it is His will, for
TBM to work with AIM AIR and for
AIM as they fly missionaries and
supplies to and from the mission field
all over Africa and for the un-reached
people that they are bringing Jesus
too!
….
After morning devotions Chris shared
videos from the Dallas TBM team.
Then he and Ronald shared some
amazing testimony of how Ronald
became part of the TBM team. Then
we had an open forum Q&A. Wow
they didn't hold back! Questions
ranged widely like who's church can
we refer the recipients of the buckets
to during follow ups to can women do
baptisms. It was a great time of
sharing! After lunch Patrick and I did
our presentation on marriage. We
focused on Ephesians 5, but unlike
the Pastors expected, we started in
verse 15 instead of the usual verse 22.
This way we put marriage in the
proper context of submission to God
then submission to the husband and
how the husband is to be like Jesus is
to the church. We spent quite a bit of
time talking about marriage being a
team effort where each member
contributes 100% not 50%. There
was more, it was a powerful time for
us. We pray they were blessed.
December 13
Today we split up the U.S. team
members and went to different
churches in Kibera. Wow! It was
quite a day! We did church Kenya
style + some! Patrick and I and then
Josko all “gave a word.” Although we
didn’t plan it, Josko and Patrick and I
all felt lead to share about the
importance of forgiveness. We were

their daily devotions they will pray
over the requests. As the prayer
requests are answered Solomon will
move the note to the praise section of
the notebook. It was very powerful!
After the training sessions we got to
go with Chris and Jerry and Ronald to
tour the missionary flight hangar of
Africa Inland Missions (AIM) and
have dinner with them. What a
wonderful time of sharing! Praying
Advocating Christ The Savior

also blessed by the local youth
sharing some performances.

After service...and what seemed like
a million photos...we got to do some
follow ups. Our team was blessed by
three testimonies, and the other teams
were too. Wow the Lord is doing a
mighty work here!
December 14
Today we traveled to Bomet. Nothing
to exciting, but we saw many things
we don’t see along the road at home...
like baboons and zebras just hanging
out along the road!
December 15
This morning we were greeted by
some ministry leaders from a new
church here in Bomet and some
ministry leaders from Sotik. It was
good to meet Bernard, who found the
Council on Facebook a month or two
ago and we have been communicating ever sense. They are all very
excited to have visitors from the US.
After they went home, we spent the
rest of the day with Josko and his
family. We did some planning for the
week, but mostly just enjoyed some
fellowship and a wonderful meal in
his home.
December 16
Well, we manage to get everything on
the schedule completed and visited all
four churches and did some training.
Only took a couple of hours longer
than expected! Those who know
African time, know that this was very
good indeed.
We were given two jugs for the
General Council (pictured on the
front cover). The jugs are usually
filled with milk, then after two or
three days, after it has soured, they
eat it with ugali. We were given other
gifts as well; it was very unexpected
and humbling. We spent most of the
day in a daze and just smiled, nodded,
prayed and praised the Lord. We are
overwhelmed by the gratitude that
these churches have to the Council
and to us as representatives of it. God
is doing a mighty work here and we
in North America have a very large
and organized extended family here
in Kenya!
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have our joy back, and I praise Him
for His timing and His mercy.
December 18
Today we went to Shem Academy.
This is the school and orphanage that
is run by Pastor Maina Jos and his
wife Ruth. We were blessed by the
children’s songs and recitals.
There are many more that we were
blessed to meet. Before we did the
training on budgeting and tithing in
the
afternoon,
we
spent
a
considerable
amount
of
time
explaining how the General Council
is set up and that we honor local
autonomy. We discussed how we had
lost connection with the Brothers in
Sotik. We also discussed how the
churches in North America are
structured differently than those in
Kenya and that it is not better or
worse but that by understanding our
differences we can better work
together for God's glory! It was a
powerful time of clarification!
Today the Lord did amazing work in
creating unity within the many
churches here. Often, we find the
harvesters are few, but here there are
many and they have made a promise
to each other to work together to
grow God's Kingdom. It was a
beautiful time!
I believe this was a game changer day
for the work of the Lord! God is
good!
December 17
Today we will travel, we are going to
see Lake Victoria then go to Isebania
for the night and tomorrow to the
orphanage. Yet another exciting day.
…
The Lake was nice, unfortunately the
pictures are on my phone and it has
disappeared with my phone wallet on
the back, we think it was stolen.
Praising God that yesterday I pulled
all of the pictures from the phone, so
I only lost the afternoon pictures. God
is good and the enemy will not steal
our joy any longer over this! This all
goes back to our discussions on being
anxious and on forgiveness. I must
practice what we preached! The Lord
gave us those lessons so that we can
10

There is much work to be done at the
orphanage. They have many of the
supplies to finish some of the

structures that are started but have
run out funds to finish. Maina’s
family and the children are in need of
every basic necessity at some level or
another. Their number one request,
though, was for prayer.
Blankets were donated by the DOK.
There was a fire started by an arsonist
last summer that caused a lot of
damage. It turns out that many of the
children didn't have any blankets.

The next was on the way to Andrew
Koech's church in Transmara then we
made it to Andrew's church. We were
so blessed and welcomed at each
location. Many of the leadership from
the Sotik churches that we met on
Wednesday came to Transmara, it
was quite a gathering!

Then we dedicated the tent and the
funds and unity it will bring!

This tent that the General Council has
donated will be used to generate
income for the local churches. In
return for using the tent they will
return a tithe for Josko to put in a
general fund. Josko, Bishop Raymon,
and Bishop Andrew will use the
funds to maintain the tent, save for an
additional tent, and tithe back to
community projects like follow-up
visits for the TBM work. It is exciting
to see all that God is doing here!
December 20

From left to right, the chairman Isaac,
Maina’s wife Ruth, us and Maina.
December 19
Today we visited 3 churches. The 1st
was in Bomet Town.

It is Sunday morning and today we
will head back to Nairobi. Our plane
leaves for London at 11:55 p.m. from
there to Dallas and then home to
Boise Monday night. Although we've
missed our bed, our doggie and our
family and friends it has been a
wonderful trip and we will miss all of
our new friends here! God has, is, and
will continue to do amazing things
here. We have been blessed to be a
part of it for this short time.
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Headquarters Happenings
Jan/Feb 2021

By Sophia Fleming
G.C. Administrator/General Manager

“We Made it to 2021!!”
That has been echoing down the halls of many a place these last few weeks. I join so many who are morning the loss
of those that didn’t and praying with everyone who is seeking the Lord’s favor for 2021.
As many of you may have read, my husband Patrick and I were blessed with an opportunity to visit our Brothers and
Sisters in Kenya last month (starting on page 7). We had an incredible time of seeking and sharing the work of the
Lord and encouraging the brethren. The first week was spent with The Bucket Ministry Kibera team encouraging and
educating the new and old team members. The second week was spent in the beautiful Rift Valley with Josko Kibet as
our host and coordinator. We met with some church leaders for training and were even blessed with opportunities to
celebrate the opening of several churches and a new ministry office. We were even hand delivered the church
affiliation and ministerial license applications of Brother Raymon Soi and the Sabbath Church of God – Sotik.
While there we were also able to distribute to the local pastors over 300 books of John in Swahili printed here in
publishing house, as well as several memory sticks that will be used by the pastors to install digital Bibles and Bible
apps onto cell phones and such. We also delivered over 30 speakers that, when coupled with one of the 40 plus SD
cards, will allow for small groups to listen to the Bible in Swahili or English. These were given out both in Nairobi to
be used in the slums of Kibera and to those brethren we met with in the Rift Valley.
One of the most powerful times we had was our visit to the orphanage directed by Maina Jos and his wife Ruth. We
were only able to spend a few hours there, but it was deeply impactful. The needs there are great and the challenges
constant. There are several construction projects that need to be completed, some of which were caused because of
damage done by an arsonist last summer. All of which need funds and/or willing hands to complete. There are also
opportunities to help teach life skills such as sustainable farming, micro-business and sewing, among other things. The
General Council is seeking volunteers who would be interested in doing or supporting one or more mission trips this
year to help the orphanage get re-established in its current location on the outskirts of Isebania, Kenya. On average
trips like this range between $2,000-$3,000 per person depending on the size of the team and the length of the trip.
Currently there is discussion on a spring trip and possibly an August/September trip. If you are interested, please
contact our offices here at the Headquarters.
There is always turmoil in the world, lately it seems a little closer to home than we’ve realized before, but I pray that
we choose to share the love of Jesus to as many as possible as soon as possible so they too can have the chance to
share in the joy of the Lord and “be anxious for nothing” (Philippians 4:6).
Blessings, Sf
Continued from page 6

From that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this”
(Isaiah 9:6-7).
“…It is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor
have entered into the heart of man The things which
God has prepared for those who love Him"
(1 Corinthians 2:9).
“Now it shall come to pass in the latter days
[That] the mountain of the Lord's house
Shall be established on the top of the mountains,
And shall be exalted above the hills;
And peoples shall flow to it.
Many nations shall come and say,
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
To the house of the God of Jacob;
Advocating Christ The Savior

He will teach us His ways,
And we shall walk in His paths.’
For out of Zion the law shall go forth,
And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between many peoples,
And rebuke strong nations afar off;
They shall beat their swords into plowshares,
And their spears into pruning hooks;
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
Neither shall they learn war anymore.

And no one shall make [them] afraid;
For the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken”
(Micah 4:1-4).
“For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen” (Matthew 6:13).
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Living Water
“I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk!” (Acts 3:6 ESV)
Being selfish with our gifts, talents, and resources makes
us physically and spiritually dead. A fundamental principle
of God's law of love, is sharing our blessings. Giving
enriches the lives of both the giver and the receiver.

By Lee S. Hartman
A negative observation Christ made of the Jewish
leadership was their refusal to share knowledge of the
true God with the gentiles and be a positive influence.
Sanctimonious men impeded the spiritual by blocking the
flow of living water with commandments of men. The
hypocritical Pharisees made self righteousness and
religion into an idol. Bottled up in their own personal
piety and elitism, they became pretty coffins full of dead
men's bones. Jews discriminated against outsiders and
each other and forsook a heavenly reward, in favor of
mutual admiration. Their water was stagnant and toxic.

The Dead Sea is dead, because the living waters that flow
into it have nowhere to go. Without an outlet, the living
water evaporates away over time and leaves behind a
bitter brine. This dead end sea, accumulates concentrated
“What shall we do with these men? For
salts until it is so poisonous that it kills
that a notable sign has been
all life in the water. Adding more
performed through them is
water to a stagnant pool dilutes
evident to all the inhabitants
things temporarily, but ultimately just
GIVING AWAY
of Jerusalem, and we cannot
adds to the problem.
deny it. But in order that it
BLESSINGS LEAVES
The same life giving water going into
may spread no further among
ROOM IN OUR
The Dead Sea, also feeds The Sea of
the people, let us warn them
SPIRITUAL WAREHOUSE
Galilee. Freely giving as it has freely
to speak no more to anyone in
received, Galilee is alive and teeming
TO RECEIVE MORE
this name.” (Acts 4:16-17 ESV)
with fish. For thousands of years it
GODLY TREASURES.
Christ is the well-spring of living water
has been a productive oasis in the
they could not dam up, divert, or
desert, because the Jordan River
reduce in volume, and flows through
flows through it, cleansing this inland
us today as we seek lost sheep and
sea.
sinners. The most contaminated Dead Sea of putrid waste
The lame man received a blessing which poured out of is cleansed and rinsed pure with an outlet. The disbursed
him and blessed those around him. He glorified his power of God's living water flowing through us,
Creator when he “entered the temple with them, walking demonstrates His healing power. Giving away blessings
and leaping and praising God. And all the people saw him leaves room in our spiritual warehouse to receive more
walking and praising God” (Acts 3:8-9 ESV).
Godly treasures. Hoarders end up with less.
Peter was given a gift that glorified Christ by healing a
“But Peter and John answered them,
crippled man in His name. The healed man was then
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to
commanded to do something with his blessing which
listen to you rather than to God, you must
further glorified God. The blessing of healing was paid
judge, for we cannot but speak of what
forward, and the man found himself standing alongside
we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20
the apostles. He could have just laid there. We are saved,
ESV)
and given good gifts, to do good works.
We are compelled to share the good news. Members of
“the priests and the captain of the temple
Christ's body contribute to the health of each other and
and the Sadducees came upon them,
witness to those outside. It is more blessed to give than
greatly annoyed because they were
to receive.
teaching the people and proclaiming in
“to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined
Jesus the resurrection of the dead. And
to take place.” (Acts 4:28 ESV)
they arrested them and put them in
custody...” (Acts 4:1-3 ESV)
Christians must never become unprofitable consumers of
God's word. No part of the faithful body should restrict
12
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access to Christ. We should empower each other to give.
When we consume the body and blood of Christ we are
accountable for converting it into spiritual energy which
fuels the body. If blood stops moving through the body,
we are dead. Air, food and living water must pass
through us or we become toxic. Our connection to the
Lord may be threatened by treacherous hands strangling
the life out of us. God given gifts and talents, must have
an outlet and a recipient or they stagnate and die.
“And now, Lord, look upon their threats
and grant to your servants to continue to
speak your word with all boldness, while
you stretch out your hand to heal, and
signs and wonders are performed
through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” (Acts 4:29-30 ESV)
We must not neglect the gifts we have, or be persuaded
by the crafty arguments of the religious leaders around
us to forfeit our calling as ministers of reconciliation,
appointed by God, through Christ in the spirit. I must
inhale life and exhale spirit so I don't suffocate. I cannot
impose the breath of life on the Pharisees hermetically
sealed in their white washed garbage bags. Those with

ears to hear will hear the public reading of the scripture,
exhortation, and the personal witness of great things God
has done. Our responsibility is to speak healing words of
truth wherever we go in word and deed.
“Practice these things, immerse yourself
in them, so that all may see your
progress. Keep a close watch on yourself
and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by
so doing you will save both yourself and
your
hearers.”
(1 Timothy 4:15-16 ESV)

God commands us to go and make disciples, to share the
hope that lies within us, and to tell what Christ has done
for us. Individual blessings are a byproduct. Controllers
may manipulate the flow of life to the spiritual body, but
we are doers who act. If your right hand offends you, (or
strangles you) cut it off.
Living water is powerful active moves and flows. Rivers of
living water flow from Christ through us to cleanse the
creation of God.
Rise up and walk!



Lord’s Supper Service
For those using the first new moon closest to the
Spring Equinox: The 14th of Nisan will begin at sundown
on March 27, 2021.

For those using the first new moon after the
Spring Equinox: The 14th of Nisan will begin at sundown
on April 25, 2021.

Marie Annette (DeBord Haukass) Woods
September 10, 1951—January 11, 2021
Marie was the wife of Pastor
Paul Wood’s and had an
active role in the Caldwell,
Idaho Church of God
Apostolic. She was a retired
teacher and loved children.
She taught classes at Meridian
Campmeeting. She was a
blessing to those she met and
will be truly missed.
Advocating Christ The Savior

Luella Enid (Sheffield) Barnes
September 5, 1928—August 24, 2020
Luella was married to
Milford “Mick” Barnes who
passed away in 1989. She
was a lifelong member of
the Church of God 7th Day.
She was always involved in
church activities to include
teaching, Bible studies,
secretary/treasurer, and
attendance clerk.
13
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Direction: Follow the words of Psalm 119:105 (KJV) to
find your way out of the maze.
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20 Bible Trivia Questions
by Ministry-To-Children.com

1. True or False: The Bible is the
most popular book ever written.
(by copies sold)
2. Q: What is the first book in the
Bible?
3. Q: What is the last book in the
Bible?
4. Q: What four books tell about
Jesus life on Earth?
5. Q: Which book did Jesus directly
write?
6. Q: What is the longest book in
the Bible?
7. True or False: David wrote the
entire book of Psalms.
8. Q: What is the shortest book in
the Bible?
9. Q: How many books are in the
Bible?
10. Q: How many books are in the
Old Testament?
11. Q: How many books are in the
New Testament?
12. Q: Which NT book has Jesus'
Sermon on the Mount?
13. Ture or False: The Bible was first
written in the English language?

14. Q: In what language was most of
the Old Testament given?
15. Q: In what language was most of
the New Testament given?
16. Q: Which human author wrote
the most books?
17. Q: How many days did God take
to create the world?
18. Q: How many people were saved
on the ark?
19. True or False: Peter was rescued
from prison by an Angel.
20. Q: Where is the Fruit of the Spirit
found in the Bible?
Answer below.

ANSWERS—1) True 2) Genesis 3) Revelation 4) Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
5) None 6) Psalms 7) False: The Psalms are a collection by many writers,
but David contributed the most. 8) 3 John 9) 66 10) 39 books in the OT
11) 27 books in the NT 12) Matthew 13) False 14) Hebrew 15) Greek
16) Paul wrote 13 books. 17) 6 18) 8 19) True—see Acts 12
20) Galatians 5
Advocating Christ The Savior
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General Council Churches of God
(Seventh Day), Inc.
1827 W 3rd Street
Meridian ID 83646-1653

Contact us: by Mail

Non-Profit Organization
PAID
Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

Phone: (208) 888-3380
Website: www.ACTSforGod.org

E-mail: Office@ACTSforGod.org

We need volunteers to help with children’s classes and
activities at Campmeeting. If you are willing to help, please
contact the GC office.
Please pray for:
 The campmeeting committee as they
plan this event.
 Those who plan to attend.
 Those God is convicting to come.
Make plans now to attend
and be spiritually blessed.

To learn more, contact:
General Council Churches of God,
(Seventh Day), Inc.
1827 W. 3rd Street
Meridian, Idaho 83646
office@ACTSforGod.org
208-888-3380

General Council Annual Business
Meeting will be held on June 30.

