


2 September/October 2008 ACTS

Tabel of Contents

The Servant--Prophets of God
By Pieter E. Barkhuizen, Th.D

Page 4

Potential Modern Propetic
Fulfilments

By Gary Arvidson
Page 8

Tears of Repentance
By Shawn Ragan & Matthew Romero

Page 9

2008 Camp Meeting Issue:
see the Fellowship Herald insert
for all the Camp Meeting news

and pictures.

for more pictures purchase the
2008 Camp Meeting Picture dvd...
over 600 pictures for just $20.00

CCoommiinngg UUpp……

November:
The Messiah

December:
The Primitive Church

Suggested Donation  $3.50

September/October  2008 Volume 58 Number 8

ACTS
Advocating Christ The Savior

Our purpose:  The ACTS is published by the Church of God Publishing
House to advance the Gospel message around the world and to promote
the general welfare of the Churches of God, 7th Day, as a whole.

General Council Board:  President—Kent Palmer; Vice President—Don
Palmer; Committeemen—Roger Boone, Jon Hildebrand, Tom Kendrick,
Warner Sheldahl, Don Smith.

Subscriptions:  There is no subscription price for this magazine.  It is paid
for by freewill offerings.  We are a non-profit ministry and welcome your
financial participation.  Donations are greatly appreciated.  There is no
subscription price for this magazine; however, the suggested donation is
$3.50 or $35.00 annually.  Checks may be made out to the Church of God
Publishing House. 

Articles:  ACTS accepts manuscripts from freelance writers.  Write to us
for writer’s guidelines and a free sample copy of the magazine.

Publisher:  Church of God Publishing House / 1827 West 3rd ST /
Meridian ID  83646-1653.

Staff:  John R. Kennedy—Editor; Dr. Tom Roberts—Ministry Coordinator;
Randy Sedlacek—Production Manager; Sherry Sutton—Layout, Graphics,
and Secretarial.

Contact Us:
GENERAL COUNCIL CHURCHES OF GOD (Seventh) DAY, Inc., 
Headquarters Meridian, Idaho
Church of God Publishing House
1827 W 3rd ST
Meridian ID  83646-1653

Phone:  (208)  888-3380 Fax:  (208)  888-6670
Web: www.actsforgod.org
E-mails:  adminasst@cogpublishing.org

editor_acts@hotmail.com
prayer_acts@hotmail.com
orders_acts@hotmail.com

Statement of Beliefs:
1.  The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the supreme
Deity, Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the Holy Spirit is the prom-
ised Comforter.

2.  In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life; His mira-
cles; His vicarious and atoning death; His bodily resurrection late on the Sabbath
day; His ascension to the right hand of God in heaven; and His personal return to
establish His kingdom and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3.  The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith in
the precious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command to be baptized
(immersed) in the Name of Christ for the remission of sins.

4.  That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies. 

5.  The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments, including the
observance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly called Saturday) to be
observed from sunset on Friday until sunset on Saturday.

6.  The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year at the
proper and appointed time.

7.  In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just to eternal
life and the unjust to eternal death.

8.  The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9.  The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy and that the
Bible name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

10.  That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus.



3Advocating Christ The Savior

From the Editor
“I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will

put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.”
Deuteronomy 18:18, NIV

Throughout the year, ACTS has surveyed the Bible.  From dealing with
preliminary issues concerning canonicity and interpretation to providing an overview of the specific
divisions within the Old Testament, we have encountered God’s people and witnessed their tri-
umphs and failures, their faithfulness and faithlessness.

The final section in the Protestant canon of the Old Testament, which follows the Alexandrian
order of the Septuagint, is the Prophets (the Prophets follow the Torah in the Hebrew canon).  We
can further make a distinction between the latter (or major) prophets and the twelve minor
prophets.

A prophet is one who speaks on behalf of God for a particular purpose.  Whereas false prophets
spoke opinion, a true prophet provided a revelatory word from God.  Some of the early prophets
were members of a prophetic school or group (Elisha); others did not receive any prophetic training
(Amos).  One unique feature in the lives of some prophets was a call (see Isaiah 6).  Women such
as Miriam, Deborah, and Noahdiah were also Old Testament prophetesses.

In total, a little more than one fourth of the Bible contains predictive material, though prophecy is
not simply futurology.  Much of the prophetic content is forth-telling, that is, giving a warning or
encouraging a (then) contemporary culture.  Another aspect of the prophetic material is foretelling,
that is, giving a message intended for the future.

To better understand prophecy, it is helpful to distinguish the three types of prophecies according
to their fulfillment: unconditional, conditional, or sequential.

Unconditional prophecy refers to the promises that do not depend on any human action or obe-
dience for fulfillment.  God is the Maker and Sustainer of the covenantal promises with Abraham
(Genesis 15), David and his descendents (2 Samuel 7:8-16), and the promise of the new heavens
and the new earth (Isaiah 65:17-19; 66:22-24).

Conditional prophecy is the most common type of biblical prophecy.  These are the prophecies
that require human obedience for a blessing or provide a curse for human disobedience.  Most of
these can be found in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28-32.  They tend to be expressed as “if/then”
statements.

Sequential prophecy contains predictive material that will be fulfilled sequentially over time.  In
An Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics, OT scholar Walter C. Kaiser uses the examples of the
prophecy concerning Tyre’s destruction and in Ezekiel 26, Zechariah 1-6, Ezekiel 1-3, and Daniel 7-
12, as sequential prophecy.  The biblical text indicates that the Lord would send “many nations”
against Tyre.  Kaiser points out that verses 8-11 employ “he,” which refers to Nebuchadnezzar,
whereas in verse 12 it is “they.”  Nebuchadnezzar, however, was only able to force the residents of
Tyre to an offshore island—not quite fulfilling all that Ezekiel wrote.  It wasn’t until the 4th century
B.C. when Alexander took the city and its offshore settlement that Tyre had its “stones, timber, and
rubble” cast into the sea.

Another genre associated with the prophets is apocalypse.  Examples include Zechariah 1-6,
Ezekiel 1-3, Daniel 7-12.  Apocalyptic eschatology declares that the present age is an evil one, one
in which humanity cannot restore, but God will intervene into history and bring about judgment for
the wicked and justice for the righteous.

Though many apocalyptic and pseudipigraphical works were written in the intertestamental peri-
od, that is, the time between the Old and New Testaments, the OT prophets’ messianic hope was
fully realized in the life and ministry of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

For the Glory of God,

John R. Kennedy, Editor ACTS
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When Adam and Eve were placed in the
Garden of Eden, they held open communion
with their Maker—face to face.  Then came the
tragedy of sin, and they became separated from
God.  Sinful humans could no longer have the
privilege of face to face communion with their
Creator, and yet it was vital for them to have
communication with God, since God is the very
source of their lives.

“For in Him we live, and move, and have
our being; as certain also of your own 
poets have said, For we are also His off
spring.” Acts 17:28

And so God devised other, secondary, means
and methods of communicating with man in
order to reveal His will and plan of salvation.  The
most important of these, being the ministry of
specially chosen agents, called prophets.

“Surely the LORD God will do nothing,   
but He revealeth His secret unto His
servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7

God chose holy men and women, who lived
very close to Him, and through them communi-
cated with His people.  (Note: a “prophet” is one
who speaks for God by supernatural, divine
inspiration—not necessarily foretelling the future,
but “speaking for God.”)

All through the ancient Jewish economy, God
appointed those prophets and prophetesses
through whom He has spoken.  Without ques-
tion, the gift of prophecy has been one of the
most powerful, effective and profound gifts ever
given to man.  It has been one of the most cov-
eted of the spiritual gifts.

“Follow after charity, and desire spiritual 
gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.”
1 Corinthians 14:1

Through the messages of the prophets, God
gave correction, hope, and an outline of events
to come.  Unfortunately, these messages were
not always accepted by God’s people.

“And the LORD God of their fathers sent to
them by His messengers, rising up 
betimes, and sending; because He had 
compassion on His people, and on His 
dwelling place: But they mocked the 
messengers of God, and despised His 
word, and misused His prophets, until the
wrath of the LORD arose against His     
people, till there was no remedy.”  
2 Chronicles. 36:15, 16

So, the Bible is clear on the process God used
to communicate with His prophets.

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private inter-
pretation.  For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost”.          2 Peter 1:20, 21

These chosen men and women, were moved
in God-given ways and means.  Not all prophets
wrote for Scripture.  Abraham, Miriam, Deborah,
Nathan, and Huldah, along with many others did
not write scripture to be handed down for later
generations.  They prophesied in a local con-
text. Yes, there were a number of prophet-
esses, such as the four daughters of Philip the
evangelist, recorded in Acts 21:8, 9.  Even chil-
dren and very young people were called to the
prophetic office.  1 Samuel 3; Jeremiah1: 6, 7.

Before we go any further, perhaps you could
help me with our study.  The Bible gives nine
tests that can be used to test the truthfulness of
one who claims to have received the Prophetic
Gift.  There are 5 physical tests.

The Servant-Prophets of God
Pieter E. Barkhuizen, Th.D
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See if you can list them:

1.
2.
3.  (Find the first three in 

Daniel 10:7, 8, 16-19)
4.  (Numbers 24:2-4)
5.  (2 Corinthians 12:1-4)

More important than physical tests, are the 4
moral tests. Again I need your help.  See if you
can list them:

1.  (1John 4:1-3)
2.  (Isaiah 8:19, 20)
3.  (Deuteronomy 18:22)
4.  (Matthew 7:15-20)

Keep on reading, and we’ll find out how well
you did.

God has constituted more than 50 percent of
the Bible as prophecy!  There are prophecies of
towns, cities and nations: peoples rulers and
kings, sometimes as far as 2500 years into the
future.  As recently as 150 years ago there was
little evidence of the fulfillment of many of these
prophecies and then a new science was born,
the SCIENCE OF ARCHAEOLOGY!

In recent decades, the spade of the archaeol-
ogist has “cultivated” the debris of the ages to
uncover the buried treasures of by-gone millenni-
ums, and long-lost civilizations.  The desert
sands of the Middle East have yielded thousands
of documents and sculptures, numbers of
ancient cities with their palaces, schools,
archives, and dwelling-houses.  Languages,
dead for 2000 years, have been resurrected.
Tombs that have sheltered their silent trusts for
thousands of years have been opened, allowing
the voices of their dead to speak to us.

Come with the prophets of God on an intrigu-
ing journey into the past.

B A B Y L O N

Two hundred years ago, scholars doubted if
Babylon had ever existed.  Its location could not

be found.  Other great cities, like Rome, Athens,
Thebes, and Jerusalem had been completely
destroyed, but their sites had never been lost,
and they were all rebuilt. But what happened to
Babylon?  The question was especially critical in
view of the Bible statement that it was once the
most glorious city in the world.  Unbelievers
jeered and scoffers scoffed.  However, the com-
pleteness of its extinction would soon become
the strongest witness in favor of the Bible story.
Because, almost suddenly, Babylon was discov-
ered, and especially from 1898, excavated, and
it’s dusty ruins speak to us in striking vindication
of the Bible story.  We know today that it was one
of the first cities in the world, and indeed found-
ed by Nimrod, great-grandson of Noah (Genesis
10:10, 11).  Archaeologists have found his name
on many inscriptions and tablets, while a mas-
sive head of Nimrod has been excavated near
Calah on the Tigris River.

We know today that ancient Babylon was a
center of advanced science, art, culture and
industry.  Located in what was then the most fer-
tile region on earth, this queen of cities would
surely, from man’s point of view, stand forever.

But then appeared upon the scene the Hebrew
prophets, Isaiah and Jeremiah, who predicted in
thundering tones her utter destruction (Isaiah
13:19, Jeremiah. 51:37, 26).

All who visit Babylon today can see the fulfill-
ment of these prophecies before their very eyes!
Glorious Babylon was destroyed!  There is noth-
ing left but light-brown heaps of rubble, sand and
bricks, the monotony of which is broken only by
date palms and excavated ruins.  Isaiah 13:20
says it would “never be inhabited”.  To predict its
destruction was one thing.  To say it would never
be rebuilt or inhabited was another thing.  Has
this prophecy been fulfilled?  Has Babylon been
rebuilt?  Has it become an inhabited city?
Obviously NOT.  If all skeptics would club togeth-
er, donate just one dollar each, and rebuild
ancient Babylon, they would thus disprove the
Bible.  Why has this not been done?  BECAUSE
YOU CANNOT BREAK THE WORD OF GOD!
The uninhabited ruins of ancient Babylon cry out
to us in trumpet tones that the Bible IS true, and
God’s prophets can be trusted!
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T Y R E

For two thousand years Tyre grew in impor-
tance until she was mistress of the sea, as
Babylon was on land, a commercial center of the
world.

While Tyre was at the height of her glory and
power, and it seemed that she would stand forev-
er, along came the prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 26:
4, 12, 14).  Immediately following this prophecy,
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon besieged the main-
land city, conquered it, taking fearful vengeance
on buildings and people.  This city has never
been rebuilt, as the prophecy said it would not
be: “thou shalt be built no more”—Ezekiel 26: 14.
But part of the prediction remained unfulfilled.
The ruins of mainland Tyre remained as a chal-
lenge to the prophecy.  For two and a half cen-
turies they were a mute contradiction of the
Bible.

It is important to understand that Tyre was real-
ly a twin city, the other half being built on an
island half a mile off shore.  This island city did
not fall to Nebuchadnezzar even after 13 years of
siege.

Then Alexander the Great of Greece shot onto
the international stage like a flaming meteorite.
During one of his rapid conquests in 332 B.C. he
attacked the island city of Tyre.  His immediate
problem was the half a mile of water surging
between.  Quickly he formulated his plan of
assault and executed it.  He took all the ruins of
ancient Tyre, and with these built a solid cause-
way to the island city.  So great was the demand
for materials, that the very dust was scraped
from the old site and laid into the sea! Thus the
prophecy of Ezekiel 26: 4, 12 was dramatically
fulfilled.  And you can see it there today. (Please
read these verses for yourself.)

In the course of centuries, sand, silt, and grav-
el have washed in upon Alexander’s causeway,
until today it is a half-mile wide extending from
the mainland.  Old Tyre was thus literally scraped
into the sea.  And on the rocks where it once
stood, fishermen dry their nets to this very day, in
fulfillment of Ezekiel 26:14.

The scraped rocks and sunken causeway of
ancient Tyre declare with emphasis to this gener-
ation that the Bible is more than just an ordinary
book!

One of the questions I have struggled with for
a long time is this: “Why were there no prophets
or prophetesses after John the Revelator—for
the past 2000 years?”  After much Bible study, I
have discovered something amazing.  Notice
what the following verses revealed:           

Ezekiel 7:26—”Where there is no law 
keeping, there can be no vision from 
God.”  Proverbs 29:18—”Where there is
no vision, the people perish, but he that 
keepeth the law, happy is he”.
Lamentations 2:9—“... the law is no 
more; her prophets also find no vision 
from the Lord.”

Did you discover the key?  It seems obvious
that the keeping of God’s law, and the prophetic
function, went hand in hand.  As long as God’s
people were keeping His commandments, the
prophets would receive visions and prophesied.
But whenever the people started breaking the
commandments, the prophetic gift was quiescent
and the prophets assumed the role of revivalists,
until repentance came, and the gift became func-
tional again.

So, what are the implications as far as we are
concerned—during our time?  Why do we not
have any prophets, and may we look forward to
prophets in the near future?

A “prophet” is one who
speaks for God by super-

natural, divine inspiration—
not 

necessarily foretelling the
future, but 

“speaking for God.”
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Not very long after the apostle John, Christians
started to break God’s 10 Commandments when
they began to keep Sunday in place of the 7th
day Sabbath, thus, they where breaking the
fourth commandment—and most are still doing
so today.  However, there are millions of God’s
children, all over the world, who are indeed
“restorers of the breach”, and are keeping the
original Sabbath again.  According to Revelation
12:17, God’s faithful followers, living in the end-
time will again be a people “who keep the com-
mandments of God....”

So, if we could discover people in the end-time
who are indeed keeping all of God’s
Commandments, what is the accompanying gift
we may expect to be manifested within their
ranks?  You are 100% correct—the gift of
prophecy!  How will we know when someone
comes to camp meeting and claims to be the
“end—time prophet for the Church of God”, if he
or she is indeed commissioned by God?  We
simply need to test them on nine Biblical
points:

Physical: (During the vision) 1) Natural
strength disappears; 2) Breathing ceases; 3)
Supernatural strength is given; 4) The eyes
remain open during the vision; 5) The prophet is
oblivious to local surroundings while in vision.

Moral: (During interaction with fellow-
believers) 1) A strong belief that “Christ is come
in the flesh.”  Many so-called prophets will not
accept this fact.  The Greek implies that this
means that Christ not only came in the flesh, but
still is in the flesh.  There are many who have

claimed to be prophets who have not accepted
this truth—they fail the first moral or spiritual test;
2) Must speak according to the “Law and
Testimony”—does the prophet believe in the
word of God as a whole or just in part?  Does he
or she accept the biblical account of creation,
Noah’s flood, the fall of man through sin?  Does
he or she believe and teach in harmony with the
prophets of God who have been tried and
proven?  3) Predictions would be fulfilled—One
would reasonably expect that a prophet’s predic-
tions should come true.  If they were not ful-
filled—then the prophet would be proven false.
Fulfillment of predictions is an important test; 4)
By their fruits ye shall know them—surely the test
of a prophet must be found in his or her own life.
How he or she lives at home, the testimony of
their own family, their friends and their communi-
ty.  People would be powerfully influenced
toward God and the acceptance of His Word as
their guide.

How do these tests apply to the Church of God
7th day?  Do you believe we will ever see the gift
of prophecy become re-established?  I think so!
Why?

“And God hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then
gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues.”  
1 Corinthians 13:31

These are the gifts of God “set” in the Church
of God.  (Joel 2:28)

(Be sure to ask for your FREE copy of Dr. Pieter’s booklet, The
Fourth Dilemma, e-mail him at radiogoodhope@aol.com)

The Board of Elders of the Meridian Church of God Seventh Day
in Meridian, ID is actively looking for a new Pastor.

For more information please contact Charles Ward:
Phone (208) 866-2297
Mail 2575 Meadowview /Kuna, ID 83634
E-Mail wardcnl@hotmail.com
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In the Old Testament (OT) of the Bible, we find
different groupings of prophets.  For perspective,
we find that the OT is divided into three basic
overall categories of (#1) the Law, (#2) the
Prophets, and (#3) the Psalms.  Luke describes
these three segments as: “. . . in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms ...”
(Luke 24:44).

Prophecy begins in the 1st segment called the
Law (of Moses), because it contains the first
book of Moses, which is Genesis.  Genesis
records the very first prophecies in the OT.
These were given to the serpent, as well as to
Adam and Eve (See Genesis 3:14-19).  Other
prophecies are found throughout the Law (Torah)
segment of the OT.

Then follows the 2nd segment called the
Prophets, in which there is a further sub-division
into the categories of (#1) the former prophets of
Joshua, Judges, the book of the Kingdoms
[Kings]; and (#2) the latter prophets, of which we
have (A) the major prophets of Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and Ezekiel; along with (B) the minori prophets
which are known as “the twelve.”ii

We find other predictive material that comes
under the 3rd segment known as the Psalms (or
Writings).  Most popular under the sub-section of
the “restoration books” is the book of Daniel.  In
fact, New Testament (NT) predictions are based
on this book (See Matthew 24:15; Mark 13:14).
The book of Daniel contains the most celebrated
time prophecies in the Bible.

The OT Prophets

One NT statement gives a vital perspective
about prophecy.  It is a clarifying assertion that
covers the full sweep of prophecy from the begin-
ning of earth time—as recorded in Genesis.  The
introduction for the book of Hebrews tells the fol-
lowing: 

“God, who at sundry timesiii and
in diverse manners spoke in time
past unto the fathers by the
prophets . . .” (Hebrews 1:1).

This declaration covers the entire gamut of
prophecy—from the beginning in Genesis down
to the time of the conclusion of God’s plan on
earth—with the final words of prophecy coming
from the “Son.”  Continuing from the above text
in Hebrews 1:1, we read: “[God] has in these last
days spoken unto us by His Son . . .” (Hebrews
1:2).

Prophecy by the Son

This “Son” is the featured speaker (revelator)
in the book of Revelation (See Revelation 1:1,
13).  Thus begins the continuation of this prophe-
cy topic in Hebrews, for the final fulfillment of
prophecy by the “Son”—after the initial back-
ground of prophecy was provided in the OT.

So now the “Son” moves into the prophecy pic-
ture.  This is the same “Son of man” who is spec-
ified in the book of Daniel who “came to the
Ancient of days . . .” (Daniel 7:13).                      

(Continued on page 13)

Potential Modern Prophetic Fulfillments
Gary Arvidson

Bible prophecy is a subject that intrigues many Bible students.
Many prophecies have been uttered in the distant past.  Some
have been fulfilled and some have not.  By logic, any validation
of unfulfilled predictions (as being truthful) means that
fulfillment must be for the future.  What is a reasonable basis
for discerning a potential fulfillment of these prophecies?
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Tears of Repentance
Shawn Ragan & Matthew Romero

“Repent!”
“Repent!”
“Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand!”

This is a simple message, yet, not so simple.
It is a struggle.  It is a war.  But it is our
struggle–our war.  Repentance is what we are all
called to do–it is the message of God to a fallen
and sinful world and those who live in it.
“Repent!”

The Nation of Israel had its ups and
downs–unfortunately it would seem, more
downs.  What did God do when the people
stopped following Him and began to follow false
gods?  He sent them prophets.  Their primary
message was repentance.  They came to call
people back to God.  Their point: “Repent!
Return to the Lord your God!”

The last of the Old Testament prophets, the
Forerunner to Christ, preached this message
loud and clear:  “Repent, for the Kingdom of
heaven is at hand!”i John the Baptist cried out to
all who would listen to repent from their sins, turn
to God, and to “bear fruits worthy of repentance.”
He who came to “prepare the way of the Lord”ii

called all to repent and be baptized.

The New Testament carries this same mes-
sage forward.  The Lord began His ministry call-
ing all to “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”iii Christ begins the Beatitudes by declar-
ing, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.”iv What does it mean to
be “poor in spirit?”  Very simply, it is to know that
all we have is from God and that we are nothing
except by God’s grace and that we are far
removed from Him because of our sin.

The Apostles carried on Jesus’ message of
repentance.  At Pentecost, when the New
Testament Church began its ministry, the Apostle
Peter gave his sermon and the men of Israel
were “cut to the heart”v asking what they should
do.  His answer to them: “Repent…”vi

Old and New Testaments agree, our journey
back to God begins with repentance.

Since repentance is central to our Christian
walk, it is important to understand it.  If this is
what we are called to do, then we should have a
good understanding of what we are doing.  It is in
repentance that we begin this narrow way, but
the story does not start there.  First, we must
understand sin.

The word sin literally means “to miss the
mark.”vii God is that mark–a life lived fully in Him
and with Him.  This mark is genuine and real
love.  To live fully in God and with God is to live
a life fully based in love of God and love of neigh-
bor.viii Failing to fully love God and love our
neighbor–failing to live in that love–is to “miss the
mark.”  Since God is love, when we separate our-
selves from love, we separate ourselves from
God.  Sin, then, is a separation from God and
from each other.

In the Roman Catholic-Protestant West, sin is
often seen as a “breaking of a law.”  The teach-
ing tends to be along the line that God set up
laws that we must follow, and when we fail to fol-
low those laws, we are guilty of sin.  Roman cul-
ture was very legal, or juridical, in its approach to
life, becoming part of the Western church culture
as well.ix The whole of the human drama is
reduced to a courtroom, where God sits in the
judge’s seat and pronounces us guilty or not
guilty.  We are charged with specific crimes–vio-
lations of the Law of God.  This, however, is not
an early or historic Christian view–it is one that
developed in the West.

In ancient Judaism and in the East,x this juridi-
cal approach to God and salvation was never
accepted.  Sin was seen as a disease that we
are all afflicted with–its end result was death.
The sin was found in that man chose himself and
his wants over those of his neighbor and God.
All acts or manifestations of sin come out of this
first choice–me over you, and me over God.  Sin
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is, in its essence, my rejection of God as God–it
is me placing myself on the throne in my life.  It
is loving myself more than my enemy, which is
loving myself and choosing myself more than
God.xi Because we inherit this sinful nature our
natural tendency is to choose our own wants and
to live a self-centered life.xii It is to live like we
are the most important person–our judgment is
the best–our opinion is all that matters–everyone
should do things the way we want them to.  This
can lead us to even try to bend, or conform, the
Faith to our will–leading us to reduce God to
nothing more than the genie in the lamp–existing
to make us happy and give us what we want.
This is sin.  All of the other acts of sin come from
this.

This is where repentance comes in.
Repentance does not just start us on the path; it
is the path itself.  As Christians, we should live a
life of repentance, not just a one time event, but
an on-going life of walking according to the spirit
not the flesh.

The Greek word for repentance is metanoia.
This word literally means the “transformation of
the nousxiii.”  We often say it is the “changing of
the mind,” which is true, but that phrase typically
carries a much smaller idea than metanoia.  We
think of changing one’s mind as something as
simple as “I think I want a hamburger–no, I
changed my mind, I’ll have a hotdog.”  This is an
example of someone changing their mind, but is
far short of what metanoia is.  A better under-
standing is a changing or transforming of the way
one sees the world–the way one perceives all
things.

In the Christian Faith, we would profess that
metanoia is coming to understand and see things
as they really are.  That first moment of repen-
tance begins with the recognition that there is a
God, who is known through His Son Jesus
Christ, and that He reigns.  It is seeing that there
is a Holy God, and through my self-centered liv-
ing I have separated myself from Him.  Because
I am cut off from Life Himself, I am in darkness.
Death is my end.

Additionally, repentance is the recognition that
I am sinful.  This is not simply self-abasement.
Even an atheist can be negative and self-con-
demning.  For Christians, this recognition does

not come from focusing on our own darkness,
but by truly recognizing the Light.  Bishop
Kallistos Ware writes that repentance is “not just
regret for the past, but a fundamental transfor-
mation of our outlook, a new way of looking at
ourselves, at others and at God.”xiv He also
writes “to repent is to look, not downward at my
own shortcomings, but upward at God’s love; not
backward with self-reproach, but forward with
trustfulness.  It is to see, not what I failed to be,
but what by the grace of God I can yet
become.”xv

When we see God as He is, when even a lit-
tle of that Light shines into our souls, it reveals
His great beauty, revealing our own darkness.  It
is in desire for that beauty–that Light–that the
Christian journey begins.  It is in seeing God and
who and what we really are, that repentance
begins.  A true recognition of that Light will by its
very nature reveal the darkness of our soul.  That
Light does not come in all at once–we could not
bear it.  God gives us His Light as we can bear it.
As that Light shines into the soul, we can either
ignore it or begin to clean those areas–to cut out
the sin and self-centeredness.

Repentance is the transformation from a self-
centered life to a God-centered life.  As we
become more God-centered, He reveals more of
His Light.  Therefore, repentance is something
we do throughout our life as we seek to grow
closer and closer to Him.  Theophan the Recluse
wrote: “Repentance is the starting point and
foundation stone of our new life in Christ; and it
must be present not only at the beginning but
throughout our growth in this life, increasing as
we advance.”xvi The further we walk the
Christian path, the more repentant we should
become.  And, if in fact we are growing closer to
God, the more repentant we will become.  The
ancient Desert Fathersxvii remind us: “The closer
we come to God, the more that we see that we
are sinners.”

This leads to the second Beatitude: “Blessed
are those who mourn, for they shall be comfort-
ed.”  John Chrysostom tells us that this Beatitude
refers “not simply [to] all that mourn, but all that
do so for sins.”xviii As the Light shines into the
darkness of our own life, and we see how we
have sinned against God and our neighbor, this
drives us to tears of repentance.  In this, we see
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King David’s example: “I am weary with my
groaning; Every night I will dampen my bed; I will
drench my couch with tears.”xix This is the type
of mourning Jesus speaks of in the Beatitudes.

Ephraim the Syrian speaks of these tears of
sorrow: “With people there are three different
kinds of tears. There are tears for visible things—
and they are very bitter and vain.  There are tears
of repentance, when the soul desires eternal
good things, and they are very sweet and bene-
ficial.  And there are tears of remorse there,
where (according to the Savior’s word) there is
weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12),
and these tears are bitter and useless, because
they are altogether fruitless when there is no
longer any time for repentance.”xx As St.
Ephraim states, we must be careful that our
mourning is not vain or full of self-loathing, which
causes us to become utterly depressed.

Our tears of repentance must be for eternal
good things–which brings us closer to God.  As
the Apostle Paul wrote: “For godly sorrow pro-
duces repentance leading to salvation, not to be
regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces
death.”xxi Every tear that is shed opens our
hearts wider, allowing God to come into our
life–abiding, cleansing, and purifying us and
bringing us eternally closer to Him.

Christ has given us the path back to the
Father–the way back to the God-centered life.
But the way is repentance–a transforming of our
mind and a reorienting of our life from self-cen-
teredness to God and others-centeredness.  Let
us heed the words of the prophets, of our Lord
Jesus Christ, of His Holy Apostles, and of the
faithful men and women who followed them.
Abba Isaias of Scetis stated: “Our Lord Jesus
Christ commended us to go on repenting until
our last breath.”xxii St. Isaac of Syria teaches:
“During every moment of the four and twenty
hours of the day we stand in need of repen-
tance.”xxiii Let us remember this is the Christian
path, and let us take the time that we have been
given to walk the path laid before us.  Let us
endure to the end, remembering what we have
been given this time for.  “This life has been
given to you for repentance.  Do not waste it on
other things.”xxiv
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(Continued from page 11)
i Matthew 3:2 (all New Testament quotations taken from the
NKJV)
ii Matthew 3:3, quoting Isaiah 40:3
iii Matthew 4:17, this is the first recorded word spoken by Christ
as He begins His earthly ministry.  He calls all to “Repent” and,
following what the Forerunner John the Baptist said, He
declared “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  While John point-
ed to what was coming, Christ pointed to what had come–the
kingdom of heaven is present wherever Christ is.
iv Matthew 5:3
v Acts 2:37
vi Acts 2:38, which was followed by a call to baptism and the
receiving of the Holy Spirit.  This call was made to all of those
present and “to your children.”  Everything begins, though, with
repentance.
vii The Greek word hamartia simply means “to miss the mark.”
viii Matthew 22:36-40 shows us love is the fulfillment–or “perfec-
tion”–of the Law and the Prophets.  1 John 4:16 shows us God
is love and that to abide in God is to abide in love.  That love is
not self-centered, love cannot be that.  Love is always others-
centered.  Genuine Christian love is directed towards God and
our neighbor.  These are not exclusive ideas.  To love our neigh-
bor is to love God.  To love God is to love our neighbor (see 1
John 4:20-21).
ix For a more in-depth discussion of the Western juridical
approach in light of Eastern Jewish-Christian thought, read the
paper “The River of Fire” by Dr. Alexandre Kalomiros, published
by St. Nectarios Press.  This paper is available on the World
Wide Web at                                      

http://www.orthodoxpress.org/parish/river_of_fire.htm.
x The “East” would refer to the churches that were not Latin, and
never were under the Pope of Rome or followed the unique and
innovative doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church.
Protestantism was born from those who, recognizing the errors
the Roman church was falling into, sought to reform her.  Its
roots, though, remain in Western thinking.  The Eastern church-
es, which never subjugated themselves to Rome, are collective-
ly known today as the “Eastern Orthodox Church.”  There are
some groups who are not in communion with the Eastern
Orthodox Church (i.e., Coptic Orthodox in Egypt), but they are
all almost identical in practice and their views on this topic.
xi Christ commands us to not only love God and love those who
love us (which the pagans even do), but also to love our ene-
mies.  This is the love Christ showed–a love given “while we
were yet sinners.”  There are many New Testament texts that
show this.  Fr. Stephen Freeman, in his blog “Glory to God”
writes: “I believe that the love of our enemies is utterly essential
to the love of God.  If we do not love our enemies, we will not
know God, nor rightly love Him. Indeed, I believe that we only
know God to the extent that we love our enemies.” Jan 22nd,
2008, Post titled: “The Love of God and the Gospel of Christ”
(http://fatherstephen.wordpress.com)

xii All people, given time to grow and become a young adult, will
live a self-centered life.  Some will combat that, and even an
atheist will have moments and times when he is living for anoth-
er.  Many live parts of their life for others, even for God.  But the
mark is to live the whole of our life in love for God and others.
Therefore, we see sin reigning throughout much of our life–and
often it is there by our own choice, in our selfishness we have
invited it.  The Wisdom of Solomon says “But the ungodly sum-
moned death by their words and their works; although they
thought death would be a friend, they were dissolved.” (Wis
1:16).  We believe living a life of self is the way to go, so we
choose what we want and what we think–we even make up reli-
gions and cause divisions based on what “I think,” and in all of
this we think we are doing well.  But Christ is clear–this is the
path to death.  The self-centered life, while it may appear
appealing, leads to death.
xiii The “nous” is often translated as the mind.  In Christian
understanding the nous is that deeper part of the mind that can
experience and know God.  The nous is that part of the mind by
which we understand and approach life.  Romans 12:2 tells us
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind (nous)…”  Romans 12:2 gives us an
expanded understanding of what the word metanoia really
means.
xiv “The Inner Kingdom” Bishop Kallistos Ware, SVS Press,
page 45
xv ibid.
xvi St. Theophan the Recluse, as quoted from “The Inner
Kingdom” by Bishop Kallistos Ware, SVS Press, page 46.  St.
Theophan was a Russian bishop in the 19th century, who left his
episcopate to spend his life as a recluse.  He was a prolific writer
and maintained correspondence with many who sought his
counsel during this time.
xvii Ancient Desert Fathers here primarily refers to the Christian
hermits, monks, and ascetics who lived in the desert regions
(primarily in Egypt, but other places as well) in the 3rd-5th cen-
turies A.D.
xviii St. John Chrysostom, Homily 15, Homilies on the Gospel of
Saint Matthew, Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers, page90 
xix This verse is found in Psalm 6.  In the Masoretic Text
(Hebrew) it is Psalm 6:6.  In the Septuagint, it is Psalm 6:7.  This
quotation is taken from an English translation of the Septuagint.
xx St. Ephraim the Syrian, as quoted by Archpriest Victor
Potapov
xxi 2 Corinthians 7:10
xxii Homily 16:12
xxiii Homily 70 (73)
xxiv St. Isaac of Syria, Ascentical Homilies, 74 (79)
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(Continued from page 8)
This “Son” has been given the authority to reveal
the future by means of prophecy.

Hence, if we are to accept the record of the NT,
then we should consider the end-time aspects of
prophecy as being given in the book of
Revelation.  What other written record of this
magnitude and sanctity do we have?  What else
can be trusted?

This book of Revelation contains the major
prophecies to be fulfilled from the time of the 1st
century until the crisis at the close of world
events in the 21st century.  The reasons become
evident once we consider a vital statement made
in the book of Revelation.  We are told: 

“In the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he shall
begin to sound, the mystery of
God should be finished, as he
has declared to his servants the
prophets . . .” (Revelation 10:7
[bold emphasis is by the author]).

Who are these prophets?  Some might think
they are 1st century NT prophets.  Others might
think they are 21st century prophets living in the
end time.  Others would consider them to be the
most well-known prophets in history—which was
well in advance of the 1st century.  In that sense,
they would be the oldest prophets of all.  They
are found in the OT.  The last option appears to
be the most likely designation for “the prophets .
. .” in Revelation 10:7.

Having said that, and then basing further dis-
cussion on that option, we would need to consid-
er a rather wide range of prophetic material.  A
large number of OT prophets were listed at the
beginning of this short essay.  So, how should we
proceed?

For this present discussion, it would be impos-
sible to address even the barest fraction of infor-
mation presented by these OT prophets.  Even
touching on the extensive messages of just the
Major Prophets alone would be impossible.

However, there is one prophet who stands out
above all the others, and who deals with “the
times” and the timing of events.  This is the great
time-prophet known as Daniel.  He is the only
prophet who the “Son,” Jesus, singled out in His
prophecy given on the Mount of Olives, where
He said: “spoken of by Daniel the prophet . . .”
(Matthew 24:15).

The Olivet Prophecy

This Olivet Prophecy of Matthew 24:2—25:46
is the longest continuous prophecy in the
Gospels.  The book of Revelation is the longest
continuous prophecy in the NT.  Both were
authored by the “Son,” Jesus.  Of course, He is a
prophet, whether people realize this or not (See
Luke 24:19, Acts 3:22, 7:37).  This is highly sig-
nificant in the context of Hebrews 1:1-2, with (#1)
the full gamut of prophets from the OT, who are
followed by (#2) the “Son” as a prophet.

In this perspective, Revelation 10:7 would fit
nicely when applied to the prophets of the OT.
From this OT group, there is barely enough line-
space to consider the prophet Daniel, to which
the “Son” specifically referred.  But first, there is
one additional aspect of this Revelation 10:7 text
that must be identified.  It is the lead-in phrase
from the prior verse that states: 

“…the angel . . . sware by Him
that lives for ever and ever . . .
that there should be time no
longer . . .” (Revelation 10:5-6
[bold emphasis is by the author]).

A superior translation for the ending of this text
would be “there should be no more delay. . . .”
This short final phrase leads in to Revelation
10:7, which implies there had been some kind of
delay up to this point—and that now in a much
later age—the fulfillment of the original mes-
sages given by “the prophets” would see no
more delay.

When comparing many facts and factors, it
would appear that this delay began toward the
close of the 1st century.  The believers in that
early period had fully expected the “second com-
ing” to occur in their own lifetime.  But it did not
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happen.  After the fall of the Temple, there was a
break in events.  The end did not come.

Apply to Our Day?

To what extent do the messages contained
within these writings apply to our day?  To
answer that question is a tall order.  Considering
the volume of material available from the OT, a
writer would be hard-pressed to give even a brief
perspective.  But there is a way to suggest an
overall idea from what is known about prophecy
and 1st century beliefs.

That perspective would begin with questions
about the fulfillment of prophecy in the days of
the apostles of Jesus.  In an overall sense, it is
generally known throughout theological circles
that the early followers of Jesus believed He
would return to earth in their lifetime.  The basis
for this idea rests on statements like:

“…you [disciples] shall not have
gone over the cities of Israel, till
the Son of man be come. . .”
(Matthew 10:23).

When considering this sample statement, we
can readily recognize why the 1st century apos-
tles and disciples believed that the prophecies
about the “end time” would be fulfilled in their
day.  Consider the alternative.  If they had
believed there was to be another 2,000 years to
elapse before “the end,” then it would have seri-
ously affected their enthusiasm for their mission.
It would have dampened their zeal.

Vital Documentation

Also, the leadership in the 1st century would
have been more careful to “write things down”
early for future generations.  It certainly looks like
the NT record is a quick compilation of previous-
ly written documents.  It was obvious that time
was short, and they had better get some materi-
al together fast—so the basics of history would
not be lost.

This was all they had to work with, and so they
assembled teaching material to the best of their
ability.  In most cases, it was toward the end of

their lifetime—as they saw the destruction of
Jerusalem approaching.  No wonder Paul was in
such a state of urgency in gathering the vital let-
ters, to build a record for future generations.
When imprisoned, Paul said to Timothy:

“…when you [Timothy] come,
bring with you . . . the books, but
especially the parchments . . .”
(2 Timothy 4:13).

Here is an apparent sense of urgency for Paul
to gather written materials.  This was for future
generations so they would have documents to
support the belief system of those following this
new way of teaching—which included the identi-
ty of Jesus as the Messiah.

One Prime Example

One significant example of this situation is con-
tained in the writings of the Apostle Peter.  He
was a primary man of leadership.  Hence, we
must take seriously the basic difference between
his 1st and 2nd epistles.  In Peter’s 1st epistle,
there is a sense of urgency about the times.  It
sounds like the 1st century brethren needed to
be prepared for the soon-coming kingdom.

Then in the 2nd epistle, we find clear correc-
tives about that earlier viewpoint.  The theme of
the 2nd epistle centers upon the realization that
more time is in store for the believers.  The 1st
century period was 4,000 years after the creation
epic in Genesis 1.

According to Ivan Panin’s Bible Chronology,
Jesus was born during the year 3999 after Adam.
That is a curious statistic confirmed by other
research.  The work of Dr. Ernest L. Martin in his
book The Star That Astonished The World, is one
excellent example of confirmation.

But overall, we can see there was a sense of
expectancy among believers in the 1st century—
that the end was near.  After all, the sun, moon,
and stars appeared on the 4th day (See Genesis
1:14-19).  From this, some conjectured that they
were witnessing the close of an assumed 4,000
year plan—otherwise known as tetrachilaism
(i.e., 4 X 1,000).
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But now, in Peter’s 2nd epistle, he addresses
the sense of delay that had arisen in the minds
of believers.  Events were not coming to the kind
of conclusion that they had anticipated.
Therefore, in dealing with this problem, Peter
said:

“…be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day is with the
Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.  The
Lord is not slack concerning His
promise . . .” (2 Peter 3:8-9).

Of course Peter was aware of the six days of
creation.  Concerning God’s plan for man, he
therefore must have applied the basic principal of
one day for a 1,000 years (see: Psalm 90:4).
From this, it would be logical to infer that Peter
might have had 6,000 years in mind.  But he did
not say.  He had already been burned once.  But
if this notion is correct, then it would mean God’s
plan could conclude sometime in the future with
an extension of about 2,000 more years.

Extended Period of Time?

The concept of this extended period of many
years into the future, appears in other writings
after the 1st century had ended—such as with
the works of Irenaeus and Lactantius.  The con-
cept of the 6,000 years from the creation in

Genesis gained strength as time progressed.
World conditions now suggest that we might be
nearing the end of this time.

If so, then we could be close to the time when
there would be “no more delay”—and then the
words of both the OT prophets and the “Son”
would apply in force.  However, caution must be
exercised in any anticipated fulfillment.

Believers need to follow the instruction of the
“Son,” who said: “Watch and pray always . . . [to]
be accounted worthy . . . to stand before the Son
of man” (Luke 21:36).  We are at the place where
divine revelation is becoming more of an
absolute requirement.

Gary Arvidson is currently active in a writing ministry, focusing
primarily on theology, history, and archaeology.  Copyright 2008
–Gary Arvidson

i minor–They are not lesser prophets, but rather, they are much
shorter than the major prophets.
ii the twelve–This is the term which applies to 12 minor prophets
that are divided into three groups: (#1) the Assyrian period with
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obediah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, (#2) the
Chaldean period with Habakkuk and Zephaniah, and then the
final period with (#3) Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.  Notice
that Daniel is excluded from the 12 because it is a “restoration
book,” and is part of the grouping which falls under the 3rd cat-
egory of the Psalms, otherwise known as the Writings.
iii at sundry times–According to the original Greek text, a better
translation for this phrase would be: in many portions or parts.
The Diaglott says: In many parts and in many manners of old.
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