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How do you feel when someone gives you something or does something nice for
you?

In a world bent on commercialism, joyful giving is something that is often taken
for granted.  How often do we really thank someone for giving something to us?
Or, how frequently do we willingly give of ourselves to help someone out?

Because of God’s immense love for us, He gives.  God is the source for everything that we’ve had in
the past, have right now in the present, and will have in the future.  He gives us the opportunity to expe-
rience life and all that it entails.  Mercy and grace, the twin branches of divine compassion, flow from
His throne.  The gift of salvation comes from the fact that His Son, Jesus Christ, gave His life to pay for
our sins so that we might live both abundantly in this life and eternally in the afterlife.  And to those who
believe, He gives spiritual gifts (charisma), gifts by grace (charis) for the common good (I Corinthians
12:7).  The Bible says:  “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future´” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV).

But what can we give back to God?  What can we give to the God of the universe, the Creator and
Sustainer of everything in existence?  What we can give is; ourselves.  By having faith in Him, we can
pray to Him, read and study His Word, be receptive to His Spirit, and put our faith into action by doing
good works.  We are, in fact, saved to work for His kingdom and glory.  And giving is an outcome of the
fruit of the Spirit.  So when we are following His will, we are willing to give cheerfully for all the right rea-
sons.

In reality, we serve God by serving others.  We demonstrate our love for God by loving others as
God loves them.  And at the end of the day, whatever we do for another, we do for Christ (Matthew
25:40).  Christ, after all, is the supreme example of one who fully gave of Himself, even until the point of
death.  But prior to His passion, He gave of Himself in His ministry.  His example epitomizes the Great
Commandment, love for the Father and for humanity (Matthew 22:36-40).

A valuable lesson can be learned from a joyful giver in Luke 21.  Here we have a poor, obscure
widow who did something so profound that it captured the Lord’s attention.  Though she didn’t have
much, she gave all she had.  By giving all that she had, she put her trust in God to provide for her
needs.  She is an example of what the Bible says:  “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His right-
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33, KJV).

As stewards, we are to be responsible caretakers of all that He has entrusted unto us.  One example
of Christian stewardship that we will explore in this issue is how to take better care of this planet.  As
the Psalmist reflects, “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell
therein” (24:1, KJV).

May we be joyful givers.

‘Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 7:8, NIV).

In Christ, Coming Up…
July/August’s Theme: War and Peace
September’s Theme:  Healing Wounds

John R. Kennedy,  Editor ACTS

From the Editor
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Stewardship
Orin and Sharon Dean

Who is a steward?  Webster’s Dictionary
defines a steward as a person who adminis-
ters someone else’s finances and property.
According to the Student Bible Dictionary,
stewardship is accountability for deciding
how best to spend the time, talents, and pos-
sessions, God has given to us.

God is the source of all things.  In fact, we
cannot give anything to God that He has not
first given us.  Romans 11:36 says, “For of
Him and through Him and to Him are all
things.”  King David acknowledged this
thought after the collection of the offerings
for the building of the temple in I Chronicles
29:14 saying, “But who am I, and who are
my people, that we should be able to offer so
willingly as this?  For all things come from
You, and of Your own we have given You.”

He has given all these things to us so we
nominally think of them as “ours.”  But
because all things really belong to God, we
should be more careful how we manage
them.

When we give, we are only giving back a
portion of the abundance He has given us.
Some of us have less, some of us have
more, but we all have the privilege and
opportunity to give back to God what we do
have.

Money

What does the Bible say about money?
Malachi 3:8, 10 says, “Will a man rob God?
Yet you have robbed Me!  But you say, ‘In
what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes
and offerings.  Bring all the tithes into the
storehouse that there may be food in My
house, and try Me now in this. . . .  If I will not
open for you the windows of heaven and
pour out for you such blessing that there will
not be room enough to receive it.”

In the Old Testament the tithe was to sup-
port the Levitical priests who were appointed
to be ministers to take care of the house of
God.  Since the time of New Testament,
tithing is designated to support the work of
the church.  The tithe is not “ours.”  If we use
that portion of money for our own will or
pleasure, we are robbing God.

Offerings should not be confused with the
tithe.  Though God specifically stated what
some offerings should be used for, most
were voluntary.  Voluntary offerings are
given according to our own thoughts and
directed by His Spirit in us.  We think these
voluntary offerings are to test us to see if we
would give and help others without direct
command.

Jesus criticized the Pharisees because
they put too much emphasis on giving the
tithe and did little to take care of the needs of
the people.  “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, and have neg-
lected the weightier matters of the law: jus-
tice and mercy and faith” (Matthew 23:23).

Tithing is designated to sup-
port the work of the church
and offerings should not be

confused with the tithe.
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Time

What do we do with our time?  Do we
spend it on getting “things” and forget about
giving?  Yes, we need to work.  We are to
labor earnestly.  “Six days you shall labor
and do all thy work” (Exodus 20:9).

Ecclesiastes 9:10 says, “Whatever your
hand finds to do, do it with your might.”

There is an appointed time on earth for
man.  Psalm 89:47 says, “Remember how
short my time is.”  “Whereas you do not
know what will happen tomorrow.  For what
is life?  It is a vapor that appears for a little
time and then vanishes away” (James 4:14).

Our time is always limited.  What we do
with our time, whether it is to labor, earn,
give, or witness, is what really counts.  God
is not interested in what we can do in our
own strength, but in what He can do through
us.

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him”
(Colossians 3:17).

Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “I have been
crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God.”

Paul also says, “But what things were gain
to me, these I have counted loss for Christ”
(Philippians 3:8).

God wants us to do the right things and be
righteous.  “Little children, let no one deceive
you. He who practices righteousness is
righteous, just as He is righteous” 
(I John 3: 7).

The prophet Hosea says, “Sow for your-
selves righteousness. . .for it is time to seek
the LORD” (10:12).

We need to seek the Lord for wisdom and
guidance.  We need to believe in the Lord
Jesus and do what He teaches us to do.
Whatever we do needs to be done willingly
and with enthusiasm.

By His grace, you shall be saved.  But
remember, “Not everyone who says to Me,
‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the Kingdom of
Heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in Heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

God promises many blessings for those
who do His will.

Then the King will say to those on His
right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world: for I was hungry and you gave
Me drink; I was a stranger and you
took Me in; I was naked and you
clothed Me; I was in prison and you
came to Me….inasmuch as you did it
to the least of these My brethren, you
did it to Me (Matthew 25:34-36,40b).

We cannot do anything for God except we
do it for our brother or sister.  I John 4:20-21
says “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen,
how can he love God whom he has not
seen?  And this commandment we have
from Him: that he who loves God must love
his brother also.”  So in reality, we serve God
by serving others.

It is by His grace that we
have abundance.  We need
to be good stewards and use
what God has given us. He
expects us to use those gifts
to the best of our ability.
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It is by His grace that we have abundance.
We need to be good stewards and use what
God has given us.  When we give to our
brothers in need, we have done to Him.

Gifts

Let’s review the parable of the talents
found in Matthew 25:14-30.  A man gave tal-
ents (money) to his servants based on each
one’s ability to use the talents.  The man
returned from his journey and asked his ser-
vants for an accounting of the money.  He
rewarded each servant based on how they
used the money, not according to how much
money they had been given.  Jesus gives to
us gifts according to our abilities.  He
expects us to use those gifts to the best of
our ability.  He will reward each person
based on how they use those gifts.

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above” (James 1:17).  Romans 12:6-8
states: 

Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us, let us
use them; if prophecy, let us proph-
esy in proportion to our faith; or min-
istry, let us use it in our ministering;
he who teaches, in teaching; he who
exhorts; in exhortation; he who gives,
with liberality; he who leads, with dili-
gence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness.

“Give, and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over” (Luke 6:38).  When we
give of our time, talents, and possessions for
the service of others, God gives a full meas-
ure of blessing to us.

Love

The parable of the Good Samaritan found
in Luke 10: 31-38 provides an example of
being a good steward and showing love to
your neighbor.  A man traveling along a road
was robbed and beaten.  A priest and a
Levite passed by, had opportunity to help,
but they took a detour to the other side of the
road.  A Samaritan saw the man and had
compassion on him.  The Samaritan went
out of his way and took the time to stop and
bandage the man’s wounds.  He took him to
an inn and gave money so that the man
could be properly cared for.  He gave of what
he had in order to take care of the man’s
needs.  Today we see many people who
have much and do little.  Then there are oth-
ers who seem to have very little, who do
beyond their ability.  God expects us to use
what He gives us, to help those in need.

“As each one has received a gift, minister
it to one another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God” (I Peter 4:10).

Paul writes, “For all the law is fulfilled in
one word, even in this: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” (Galatians 5:14).
Christ said in John 15:12, “This is My com-
mandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you.”

What we do with our time,
whether it is to labor, earn,

give, or witness, is what really
counts.  God is not interested
in what we can do in our own
strength, but in what He can

do through us.
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In the parable of the rich young ruler, the
ruler said he kept all the commandments, yet
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect,
go sell what you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow Me” (Matthew 19:21).  The
important part of this verse is “follow Me.”
Jesus wants us to exemplify the love and
compassion He had for all people.

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal: but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal.  For where
your treasure is, there your heart is also”
(Matthew 6:19-21).

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you” (Matthew 6:33).

We need to be careful about getting
caught up with accumulating the “things” of
this world.  As good stewards, we need to
use our resources and invest in the work of
spreading the good news about Jesus
Christ.

When we give of our time, talents and pos-
sessions, we are sowing seeds in order to
grow the Kingdom of God.  II Corinthians
9:6, 7 says, “He who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully.  So let each one
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudg-
ingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheer-
ful giver.”

Psalm 100:2 says, “Serve the Lord with
gladness.”  We can say from personal expe-
rience that when you give of yourself (time,
money), God will bless you and give you
more.  It has been said that you cannot out
give God.  God is faithful to us, but will we be
faithful to Him?

Stewardship is a lifestyle of living in the will
of God.  Each day we have opportunity to
decide how we are going to use our time, tal-
ents, and possessions.  We need to seek
God’s guidance and follow the leading of the
Holy Spirit.

“To him who knows to do good and does
not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17).  Sin
separates us from God.  If we are not being
obedient to God’s commands, we are miss-
ing the blessings He has promised.

We challenge you to take a few minutes to
evaluate how you are using your time, tal-
ents, and possessions (what God has given
you) for the building of God’s Kingdom.  If
you are not giving, perhaps it is time to make
some changes.  The clock is ticking.  Time is
running out.  Today is your opportunity to be
a good steward of God’s resources.

Is your life God-centered or self-centered?

Orin and Sharon serve in the Mountain Grove Church of
God 7th Day and the Springfield Church of Day 7th Day
in Missouri.  All Scripture is from the New King James
Version.

We need to be careful about
getting caught up with accu-
mulating the “things” of this
world.  When we give of our

time, talents and posses-
sions, we are sowing seeds

in order to grow the
Kingdom of God.
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A Servant of God in the
Community

Craig Moore

The importance of a community in the lives
of the people living in it, is never
disputed…just overlooked.  The community
can change a person’s outlook on life, their
personality, their beliefs, or their political
views.  How is this?  By someone, taking ini-
tiative and being a beacon to their communi-
ty through a variety of different ways.  One of
the most prevalent ways is to do community
service.  In this, you are both giving back to
your community and making it a better place.

Giving back to your community will be one
of the most rewarding times you will have on
a Sunday afternoon or summer evening.
Not only will you feel good about yourself,
you will be able to watch the difference you
are making in a person’s life firsthand as
their happiness, hope, and friendliness,
soar.  The Bible says in Galatians 6:8, “For
he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”
I think this could easily be applied to our
daily lives and sowing good seeds in others.
You reap what you sow in others as well.

Little Things, Big Impact, Long-term
Results

When someone thinks of community serv-
ice, normally a large undertaking with a lot of
organization and work comes to mind.
However, one of the most important ways to
serve your community is in the minor things.
If someone elderly lives next to you, offer to
mow their yard at the same time you mow
your own.  It may only take a few minutes,
but the impact of that service can be monu-
mental in that person’s life.  While you go

about your daily life, try to think of ways that
you can be a servant to your community
every week.  In the winter, you could sweep
driveways and in the fall, rake leaves.  Every
season has a small task that you could do for
someone else.

These small tasks do not take up much
time, but they do a world of good and will
end up changing the lives of the people that
you do them for.  Just a little bit of sugar
turns the bitter to sweet.  And that is what we
need to be in the lives of our neighbors and
community: a little bit of sugar.  As we show
them Christ in us, God will work on their
hearts and change baking powder, baking
soda, butter, flour, and eggs into tasty cook-
ies that everyone will enjoy.

Big Things, Big Impact, Short-term
Results

The large community service projects are
not less important, but have less impact
because it comes of necessity, and necessi-
ty is not always present.  Otherwise, it
serves the same purpose and should be
considered when thinking of community
service.  Disasters bring about the necessity
for volunteers and help people to bond with
one another.  They also get a lot of recogni-
tion from the members of the community.
This helps publicize that you are getting out
and helping the community and will encour-
age others to get out there as well.

Natural disasters only occur once in a
great while, so only serving at these times
will not make a long-term change in people’s
lives.  Look at 9/11 and the impact it had on
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our Nation.  For three months, people were
helping other people, going to church, and
being good neighbors to one another.  But in
just a few short months, everything went
back to ‘normal’; people stopped helping the
way they did following 9/11.  To truly make a
lasting impact, you need to have a constant
effect on them.

Other Ways

You can give more than just your time and
energy; you can also give knowledge or
resources.  Sometimes, all at once, or some-
one that doesn’t have a lawn mower would
probably appreciate you lending them yours
for an hour or so a week.  Or if someone’s
car won’t start, you could give them a jump,
or a lift to where they need to go.  Your
neighbors will enjoy having you in their com-
munity and will in turn be more inclined to
help you or someone else out when the
opportunity arises.

The little things, not the big things, are
what cause the change in people.  Ask a
handful of believers that came to Christ late
in life, and chances are it wasn’t because of
The Passion of the Christ, Billy Graham, or
Rick Warren’s Purpose Driven Life.  Though
they may have played a part, someone first
invited them to watch, listen, or read, those
listed above that made the impact.

These ideas are in no way exhaustive of
everything you can do to make a difference
in your community and give back a little
something.  They are only a few of my
thoughts of ways that we can use our talents
and abilities in our community.  Each of us is
unique and so have different ways that we
can contribute.  Look at what you are able to
do and then employ those talents and abili-
ties into changing your backyard.  Who
knows?  You may change the world by just
changing one person.

I would like to challenge each person that
reads this article to try and make a difference
in their community by searching out some-
thing they can do for someone else at least
once a month.  Have your spouse and
friends keep you accountable to make sure
you do it.  Challenge others to make some
sort of community service a part of their
lives.  We can make a difference!

Craig Moore is a staff writer for yTen Business Solutions
and is the Academic Advisor for Maranatha College.  He
and his wife, Erin, currently live in Rogersville, Missouri.

Every season has a small
task that you could do for

someone else.

Each of us is unique and
so have different ways that
we can contribute.  Look at
what you are able to do and
then employ those talents
and abilities into changing

your backyard.  Who
knows?  You may change
the world by just changing

one person.
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Living Debt Free
Veronica Diaz

Our world is dependent on loans.
According to Motley Fool’s Credit Center,
the average American has a credit card debt
of $8,562.  It is common to see companies
offer “low” interest loans to entice us.  Today,
almost nobody worries about saving money
because we have failed to listen to the Lord.
In His Word, He talks about finances more
than a thousand times, and if we knew the
Lord’s will, we would prevent ourselves from
getting loans.  Proverbs 22:7 in the NIV
says, “The rich rule over the poor, and the
borrower is servant to the lender.”  There is
no blessing to get money through a loan.

On my way home from work, I often see
many companies offering opportunities to
get a loan, yet, very few inviting you to save
your money.

The Word of God says, “The blessing of
the LORD brings wealth, and He adds no
trouble to it” (Proverbs 10:22 NIV).  I had to
learn this the hard way.  Making more
money won’t let you do more things, if you
don’t have the Lord’s blessings.

Years ago I was offered a very good posi-
tion and took it.  I thought that by making
more money I was going to have a better
life.  However, a few years later I had bor-
rowed a lot of money because I thought,
“Since I have a good job, I am going to be
able to pay off all these debts easily.”

Soon, I found myself unable to do any-
thing else but pay my debts.  I didn’t have
any money left for other things.

In Mexico, the law requires companies to
pay workers a special bonus called “aguinal-
do” at the end of the year.  Every year I wait-
ed for it very anxiously, hoping to be able to
catch up and pay my debts, but this never
happened.  In fact, I was becoming more
and more in debt every year.  I just couldn’t
handle it any more.  The interest payments
alone were destroying me financially.

But then, the Lord sent a man who helped
me to pay all of my debts.  I know I will be
able to pay him back, even though he is not
requesting it.  And I am working on this goal
even today.

Even though now I don’t make that much
money, I can say I have a better life than I
did before.  I am enjoying a debt-free life.
Being in debt is one of the worse things you
can experience.  The stress and tension it
can cause are enormous burdens to carry.
So the key is to spend less than what you
make, and you will have enough to save and
buy what you need.  Also, saving money
allows you to better prepare for an emer-
gency rather than being forced to sell your
belongings or get a loan with high interest.

Veronica Diaz writes from Monterrey, Mexico.

“The blessing of the LORD
brings wealth, and He adds

no trouble to it” 
(Proverbs 10:22 NIV).
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A Brief History of
Sabbatarian Churches:
The Early Church and

Patristic Era
Tom Roberts, Ph.D.

Part One

Early Christianity existed in the same cul-
tural milieu as the Hebrew people.  The early
churches inherited streams of Gnosticism,
Hellenism, and possibly ten groups from
within the Pharisees, as well as debates
over the resurrection from within the
Sadducees.  The Herodians would last as
long as there was a temple to manage.  With
the change of covenantal priesthood and the
destruction of the temple in 70 A.D., as well
as the ten Roman legions under Vespasian
destruction of the Qumran Community at the
Dead Sea, the newly founded Christian
church was in for quite a cultural divide
when Roman leaders such as Hadrian
would accuse the church of siding with the
Jewish revolt and later all Sabbath obser-
vance within a 750 mile radius of Jerusalem,
would be prohibited.  Great Christian learn-
ing centers were established in Alexandria,
Athens, and Constantinople, which were all
major Sabbatarian worship centers.  At that
time Christian churches throughout the
world enjoyed Sabbath observance.  The
Alexandrian church contained different his-
torical mysteries than that of the Roman
church.  Rome was the first to abandon wor-
ship on the Sabbath.  Shortly thereafter, the
Roman church would decree that Sabbath
observance be reduced to a fast lasting
approximately one hour.  This would make
Sunday legislation from Rome much easier
to accomplish.

Even by circa 400 AD, the original church 
at Alexandria did not follow the Church of
Rome’s lead.  In 388 AD, Palladius traveled
from Palestine and spent twelve years living
with the monks in Egypt.  He found monks
observing both Sabbath and Sunday.

It has long been assumed by leading
scholars that the church in Jerusalem was
the first to abandon Sabbath observance.
However, the reverse has proven to be the
case.  Epiphanius asserts the fact that after
the Nazarenes and other Jewish sects fled
to Pella in fulfillment of the Messiah’s
prophecies, these Hebrew Christians in no
way differed from the Jerusalem church or
other Jewish sects.  They practiced circum-
cision and believed Jesus fulfilled Messianic
expectations.  There has been some schol-
arly debate whether or not the Ebionites
were part of this original group that fled to
Pella or a remnant of the Essenes of
Qumran.  Other scholars still maintain that
the Ebionites may have contained a strong
Gnostic element.  The controversy is over
their ascetic rules of communal life, prac-
tices of baptism and other washes that were
used in early Christianity, but it must be
noted that the Qumran Community also
practiced these rites that stemmed from their
Torah observance.  The Sabbath is not in
question here.
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The Elkasaites

The Elkasaites were a Syrian church at
Odessa.  They believed in re-baptism as
well as circumcision and the Law of Moses
including Sabbath observance.  However,
they denied the Virgin Birth, along with many
other Jewish groups, and believed that the
Holy Spirit was the divine feminine.

The Manicheans

Beyond Syria in the land of Persia were
the Manicheans.  This group would later
influence Augustine of the Roman church in
his theological formation.  The other side of
this influence would come from the Egyptian
Coptic schools during the period of 276 to
293 A.D. This group would be continually
attacked during the reign of Mani’s succes-
sor, Cisin.  During this period, the
Manichaeans would employ a mixture of
modalism combined with heathenism.
Some of the Egyptian Coptic schools of
thought would continue to enjoy Sabbath
observance.

The Nestorians

Many historical controversies center on
the beginnings of the Nestorian Churches of
India.  Nestorius himself was banished from
the Council at Ephesus in 431 A.D. over the
issue of alleged Monophysite views of the
Godhead.  Modern scholarship is now chal-
lenging the validity of this view.  These mod-
ern scholars contend that the followers of
Nestorius gradually adopted a Monophysite
position while Nestorius himself actually
debated with the Council of Ephesus over
the two natures of Christ.  He questioned,
was Christ fully God and fully man simulta-
neously?  This debate would later be front
and center at the Council of Chalcedon in
451 A.D.

Tensions between East and West had
been developing by this time for a period of
over two hundred years.  It should be noted
that Sabbath observance flourished in the
East past the 9th century A.D., with some
pockets of Sabbath observance still active
until this very day.  This trail probably went
from the original Aramaic Sabbath liturgy
into the Church of Odessa, Syria in approxi-
mately 135 A.D.  An ancient Syriac liturgy still
exists to this day based on Christ being the
Light of the World, stemming from the Feast
of Dedication.  The Book of Revelation was
not in the original Syriac cannon due to the
late date.  Dr. Stewart McBirnie recognizes
the fact that early Syriac tradition mentions
correspondences written just before the Acts
15 council meeting.  These dispatches were
contained in Syriac oral tradition and have
been retained by the Syrian church.  Later,
in the Nestorian missionary outreach when
120 ships went to Malabar Coast, they
would find the remnant of these ancient
Syriac believers.  The theology of the
Nestorians grew to be a mixture of Eastern
Orthodox and the original Hebrew church.
Sabbath and Holy Day observance stills

Manichaean literature and art was found in
Turfan and Dunhuang in China. Among them

were texts in various languages such as
Chinese, Middle-Iranian, and Turkish. Coptic
texts were found in Medinet Madi in Egypt in
the 1920s and 1930s. Unfortunately, much of
the material was lost in the bombing of Berlin

in the Second World War.
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flourishes, along with Orthodox modes of
worship.  In 1947, the Church of the East
(Syrian branch) in cooperation with some
Nestorians established the College of
Seminarians in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
for the training of priests and bishops on the
east coast, while on the west coast, at
Davis, California, Dr. Cody founded St.
Justin’s Seminary.  Today, remnants of this
church include St. Joe’s in California, and
Seattle, Washington with a North American
Patriarch presiding in Chicago.  Their
Metropolitan Patriarch works internationally
from Karallas State in India.  The official pub-
lications are issued from Marnisai Press.

Now let’s trace the Sabbath routes from
the Coptic church of Egypt into the continent
of Africa.  Many of these groups extend from
the Falasha traditions, claiming to be
descendents of one of the lost ten tribes of
Israel.  These groups assert that they spread
into Africa through Arabia, and their ances-
tors can be found in the Nehemiah 8:58 list-
ing of slaves who were later shipped to
Madagascar.  Modern testing has shown
their DNA to be linked with the Cohen
priests, so there appears to be a multi-lay-

ered background from both
Israel and Judah.  Many of
these groups still employ a
Hebrew roots method of wor-
ship on the Sabbath every
week.

We shall now turn our
attention to the traditions of
St. Patrick of Ireland.  The
origin of Irish Christianity
may have left Jerusalem to
Liberia (Spain) then north-
ward to the British Isles.  Old
Irish documents in the Gaelic
language reveal in St.
Patrick’s commentary on the
book of the law and the book
of the Gospel, that they were

a Sabbath-keeping and Passover observant
people.  This tradition from the 330’s A.D. at
Lister and Iona would last until the 5th cen-
tury A.D.  Remnants of this Celtic theology
remain today in the tradition of the Scottish
Presbyterians and their Sabbath roots, given
to them by St. Columba and St. Patrick.

Part Two, will be in the July/August’s Issue. 

Tom Roberts, Ph.D., is the Ministry Coordinator for the
General Council of the Churches of God, 7th Day, in Meridian,
Idaho.

The Egyptian Christian, or Coptic, Church is one
of the oldest Christian churches in existence.
Many Christians hold that Christianity was
brought to Egypt by the Apostle Saint Mark in the
early part of the first century AD. Evidence for this
age comes in the form of the oldest Biblical papyri
discovered in remote regions of Upper Egypt.
These papyri are written in the Coptic script and
are older than even the oldest Greek copies of
the Bible ordered by Constantine in AD 312.
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The Earth 
Erin Moore

“The heavens are Your’s, and Your’s also
the earth; You founded the world and all

that is in it” Psalm 89:11 NIV.

Ever since I was a little girl, I’ve loved
playing outside.  Give me some trees, some
plants, some animals, anything living, and
I’m in heaven.  There is something so
peaceful about iced tea on your porch on a
summer evening and the stunning wonder of
spring.  Even the starkness of winter can be
beautiful.  We, here in Missouri, experienced
some nasty ice storms last winter that put
thousands out of power, but people still com-
mented on the beauty of the sun sparkling in
all those ice-encased trees.  Still, it’s taken
some years and some growing up for me to
realize the importance of the environment.

I wholeheartedly believe that the beauty of
the earth is important.  Creation was made
to inspire and comfort us.  But if we enjoy it,
if we find peace in it, then we better take
care of it.  Think about it.  One of Adam and
Eve’s most important jobs were taking care
of the garden (Genesis 2:15).  And what an
awesome job!  I would love to be a garden-
er full time.  There’s just something inspiring
about putting a seed in the ground, nurturing
it and enjoying the fruit of your labor.

In fact, we’d probably be less prone to
depression as a society if more of us were
able to be gardeners.  The Vitamin D from
the sun, the endorphins from the exercise,
the golden tans . . . I think I’d be pretty con-
tent! 

You can bet a big yard is on the top of my
list when we go house hunting.  I have a
notion I’m not the only one that feels that
way either.  Does anyone really hate the way
a sunset or full moon looks?  Don’t they
inspire and lift our spirits when we’re down?
I know they do amazing things for my men-
tal health.

Yet, we have hurt the earth and the heav-
ens probably more than we know.   Just
thinking about the damages and losses the
earth has sustained can be depressing.  You
might think, “There’s nothing we can do. It’s
too late.”  But there is still a lot we can do to
preserve it.  We can still be better stewards
and caretakers of God’s gorgeous planet.  If
you’re like me and aren’t use to being “earth
friendly,” try starting out with little steps and
begin to turn them into habits.  After all, even
the smallest contributions make a differ-
ence, especially when more and more peo-
ple are making them.  Eventually, they col-
lectively turn into something huge.  So don’t
be shy.  Make being “green” important in
your life and don’t be afraid to show it.
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You may be asking, “What can I do right
now to help?”  Well, some of the things I
suggest, and there are many more ideas
available online and in books, include the
following:

Conserve Water:

Watch how much water you use.
Don’t run the water while you brush your

teeth.
Take quick showers.
Don’t water your lawn!  If God wants you

to have a nice plush green yard He will
send rain.

Conserve Energy: 

Turn lights off when you aren’t using
them.

Turn the television off unless you’re
watching it.

Turn the air conditioning down while
you’re away.

Consider alternative and renewable ener-
gy sources. Solar energy is one of the most
efficiently harvested and affordable renew-
able energy sources available right now.
Many state governments offer financial sup-
port for those wishing to switch to renewable
energy.  Two good websites to get you start-
ed are: 
www.ases.org and www.homepower.com.

Recycle:

Recycle plastics, paper, glass
and anything else your town recycles.

Return soda cans.  Not only is this helpful
but you can earn a little bit of your money
back as well.

Reuse plastic grocery bags for small trash
can liners.  This keeps your trash cans
clean as well as making them easy to
empty.

Recycle your tires.  They do amazing
things with tires these days including play-
ground mulch.

Reduce Pollution:

Consider buying a hybrid car or, if you can’t
afford a hybrid, consider a car that gets bet-
ter mileage. Also consider biking or walking
when you can.

Organize groups or join groups that are
picking up trash in your area. Or just pick up
trash by yourself!  However, the first tends to
be more fun.

Don’t litter!  There is absolutely no reason
to throw your trash on the ground.

Be careful what soaps, oils, and chemicals
you use and where you dispose of them.
When at all possible, use organics or earth-
friendly products.

These are just a handful of ideas and sug-
gestions, and most of them help you, too.
Conserving energy, water and recycling will
reduce your bills.  Being outside helps you
soak up those Vitamin D rays from the sun
and if you’re doing something that requires
motion, you’re producing more endorphins,
not to mention the good feeling you’ll get
from doing something positive to take care
of the world God entrusted to you.

Erin Moore
writes from Missouri.
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The Master’s Plan
Wendy Carver

There are many clarifying moments in life
given to us by God, where we are set on the
path that He wills.  But when we live in-
between those moments, it is easy to won-
der, “What about the silences?”  Many of us
spend our days in uncertainty, wondering
when God’s voice will penetrate the dark-
ness and let us know just what He plans on
doing with us.

I have had a lot of uncertainty in the past
year.  As a senior in high school, I am
expected to know what I am doing with
myself after graduation.  My plan is:  I am
looking for God’s plan.  In the meantime,
there are deadlines, scholarships, and deci-
sions to make every day.  I do not know
God’s plan for my life at this point; I am sim-
ply trying to keep doors open that I am not
sure He will use or not.  Throughout all of
this, I am learning things about my God that
I have known but never taken to heart
before.

He is incredibly patient; I am not, but He
is working on me.  God knows the plans He

has for me, as well as for you too, and He
will wait until the perfect time to bring those
about.  He is patient with my frustration and
impatience as He uses this time to teach me
how to look to Him for my answers.

He is all-knowing.  A year ago, I was con-
vinced that I would go to a particular college,
have a particular major, and end up in a par-
ticular career.  God has changed my heart
so that I am open to His plan, not just dead
set on my own.

He is surprising.  Throughout all this time
spent waiting, I keep being surprised at the
little things that God works out for me to
keep some doors open.  There were times
when my prayers really were answered
before I even asked them.  I have received
an answer through the mail to a prayer I had
said only hours before.  This affirms that
God was putting that plan into action long
before I even worried about it.

Most of all, God is loving.  He cares about
the lives of every one of us, enough to
orchestrate all the little details perfectly into
His big plan.  I keep being surprised by my
God, but that makes the journey worth trav-
eling.  Looking at the past and how He has
always worked everything together for good,
I cannot doubt that my future will be planned
by the Master.

Wendy Carver writes from Fairmount, Illinois.
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MISSIONS UPDATE
Ken Walker

Greetings in the wonderful Name of Jesus.
It has been a little while since I have reported
any activity to you. It is not because there has
not been anything happening. In fact it is just
the opposite. The mission work is jumping with
activity and we are seeing God move in a won-
derful way to glorify His Name.

Brother Lloyd Walker of the Missouri
Watchman is responsible for setting up most
of the African work. With the help of a couple
of Churches, the Missouri Watchman sent
Brother Sonny Faust over to Nigeria for a
month of teaching and fact-finding. 

We had gotten word that there was quite a
group of Sabbath Keepers over there that
were still sacrificing animals to God. They
were called the “white-robed” brethren.
Brother Sonny went over there to make con-
tact with them and to try to study with them to
get them to see the error of their ways.
Obviously this was only a first contact with
them so more study and prayer needs to be
involved. Please put this on your prayer list.

The wonderful good news is that at least two
of the groups involved said that they under-
stood and were going to cease offering sacri-
fices and continue to study the subject further.
That is wonderful news. 

Since this is Brother Sonny’s second trip to
Nigeria, with much correspondence between
trips, Brother Sonny went to try to ascertain
someone that we could work with that was
godly and trustworthy with beliefs to match our
own. The Lord blessed and the person that
Brother Sonny went to check out turned out to
be a very trustworthy and godly man.

Brother Lloyd Walker is setting up the
means to have a radio ministry in Nigeria. I
have been asked to preach the radio mes-
sages and I will do this, God willing. In the part

of Nigeria that we
will be concentrating
on there is about 8
million population with the radio station having
a legitimate coverage area of 3 million (plus)
people. We covet your prayers and support for
this work. That is a lot of souls to reach for
God. I have been to Africa enough to know
that the radio is very effective over there. More
people have radio than television so they lis-
ten to radio a lot.

On the western front, Brother Andy Sanford
is going to go on a 30 day missionary journey
to the Philippines in about August or
September. He plans to work in the area of the
Philippines that my wife, Leonila and I had
success in. Satan came into the little church
like a roaring lion after we left and destroyed
the church. However there are still the seeds
of salvation there that Brother Andy will water
and then he will plant many more seeds of sal-
vation so that God can take a harvest out of
there. Brother Andy has a real heart for evan-
gelism and I know that God will bless his
efforts. Please pray for and support Brother
Andy Sanford in his missionary work.

Last but not least to report, Brother Sonny
is planning a trip to Kenya to see Brother
Koech and see what the work over there is
like. Brother Koech has been asking for some-
one for a long time and now Brother Sonny
has consented to go and to preach, teach and
do some fact finding for us over there. His trip
will be sponsored by Brother and Sister
Chatfield of St. Louis Missouri, the Missouri
Watchman and anyone else that can help to
support this work.  Brother Sonny plans to go
around May so he should be back in time to fill
us in at camp meeting. Praise God and keep
praying and supporting the Mission work

Elder Kenneth Walker
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Dr. Pieter Barkhuizen is a member of the Council’s Systematic Theology Project,
which is chaired by Tom Roberts, PhD. This relationship began when Dr. Pieter sent

the Council office a copy of his booklet on the Ten Commandments, “The Fourth Dilemma”. Since that
time, Tom has found Dr. Pieter’s counsel to be very wise as well as academically sound. Dr. Pieter gave
an honorable mention of our relationship over 3 ABN’s Questions and Answers Program. He stated that
Tom is a real scholar in COG7 traditions and has a great deal of respect for SDA scholarship and the
church as a whole. Dr. Pieter also stated that there are over 400 Sabbath organizations outside the SDA
Church and we would all do well to get to know each other. This program is now being aired in over 137
countries and Dr. Barkhuizen’s ministry is growing throughout the Sabbath arena within the Body of Christ.
Dr. Pieter offers complete training seminars ranging from archaeology to New Covenant justification, to
prophesy  and the modern world and, of course, Daniel and Revelation. These seminars are designed to
fit the needs of the outreach of the local church so they are tailor made to suit the local congregations. He
also can provide training in sermon preparation and eldership training. For more information, contact The
Good Hope Institute, PO Box 24053, Chattanooga, TN 37422 or radiogoodhope@aol.com 

COME PREPARED!
JUST SOME OF THE EXCITING

SPEAKERS YOU’LL HEAR AT THIS

YEAR’S CAMP MEETING IN

MERIDIAN:

KEN WALKER

MIKE AHLBORN

PAUL WOODS

SHAWN RAGAN

WES HIGGINS

TOM KENDRICK

GILFORD MONROSE

TOM ROBERTS

Have a Happy 4th of July…
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MMaarraannaatthhaa CCoolllleeggee:
Online, on your time!

Maranatha College is where you are, anytime!  As long as you can get online, 
we will be there.  No more class schedules cutting into your job or free time!

Quality education, affordable price!
At only $20 a credit, our cost is one of the lowest of any college, 

and our teachers are experienced in ministry and/or higher education.

Training up leaders!
Our Certificate of Ministry program provides a well-rounded education in personal and
spiritual growth, emphasizing both the biblical and the practical aspects of the ministry.

Contact us at: admin@maranathacollege.org

Check us out on the Web... www.actsforgod.org




