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2009 Obituaries

Cora Dimple Stewert
daughter of John and Cora Presler

born August 11, 1923 in Shaw, Colorodo
died January 5, 2009 in Kuna, Idaho

George Efren Solis
son of George Santos and Christine Solis
born July 21, 1930 at Gold Hill, California

died May 8, 2009 at his home in Caldwell, Idaho

Kurt Kayner
died Sept. 9, 2009 with complications during surgery.  
Kurt is buried in Alford Cemetery Harrisburg, Oregon.

He is missed terribly. He loved Camp Meeting so much and all those there.  
Camp Meeting was always one of his favorite places to go.

Dale F. Burnham
son of F. Mark and Nettie Burnham

born July 10, 1941 in Bremerton, Washington
died October 20, 2009 in Washougal, Washington

Elvina Lenora Palmer
daughter of Alonzo and Nora Dowers

born December 29, 1922 in Elie, Nebraska
died November 10, 2009 in Boise, Idaho
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Greetings brethren!

This month, I gave the challenge to the writers to write about “Committing the 
Day to the Lord” as a subject...giving them the choice of either letter of the law 
or the spirit. The Sabbath commandment, written in stone by God and given to 
Moses, carried through the wilderness in the Ark of the Covenant, is the letter of the law, and very 
important. That doesn’t mean we should leave out the spirit of the law. Do we live each day for God, 
or do we keep the letter of the Sabbath law without keeping the spirit of the law? The Pharisees were 
chastised for this, Jesus said they SHOULD keep the letter of the law, but should ALSO keep the spirit 
of the law.

The articles for this month were built around the spirit of the law, committing our daily lives to the 
Lord. The topic of the weekly Sabbath and the letter of the law was not discussed in any of the articles 
for this issue, so it is open for another issue down the road (any volunteers?), but we did get some great 
articles on the spirit of the law.

Samuel Carson in his article “Anointing,” writes about the importance of anointing people on a regu-
lar basis for a variety of reasons: healing, to set aside for ministry, to receive a blessing, or anointing 
objects to dedicate them to the Lord.

“Witness” by Wes Higgins talks about the need to go out and get in the fields. We need to be actively 
seeking new converts either by personally witnessing or supporting ministries that are in the fields. We 
also need to use our gifts for the benefit of those around us as a public living witness.

Jonathan Carson wrote an article called “What it Takes to Grow” where he outlines the deliberate steps 
we need to take in our lives to bring about the change God expects and desires from us as Christians.

“Getting Past Your ‘Self’” was written by Aaron Henderson and shows how our “self” can get in the 
way of our personal relationships with God and His ability to work in us. It is our “self” that is our main 
downfall, not the people or events around us.

Sister Hutchinson writes an encouraging letter titled “It’s Not Over Until the Choir Sings” to remind us 
that we have been given time to do God’s will every day we wake up and we need to make the most of 
that time.

Overall, a great set of articles and I gained a lot from them. I hope that you take these thoughts and 
apply them to your life as you make a personal commitment to follow Christ. Commit the day to God 
and you will find Him working more and more in your lives. Thank you for your support and may God 
bless you with this month’s ACTS magazine.

Craig Moore, Editor ACTS Magazine

LIFE’S EXPERIENCES 

‘It’s not over until the Choir sings.’
          By Sister Bernie Hutchinson

    Funny, how when we were teenagers we always 
viewed anyone over the age of twenty as ‘Old,’ 
and not to mention those who were thirty and up, 
they were ‘Ancient.’   But strangely enough as we 
approach those years, the numbers don’t seem to 
be old or ancient anymore, especially if we are still 
able to accomplish the same tasks as before. Oh 
yes, other people are old, not us!  Sometimes we 
feel we will live forever until suddenly one day we 
experience the bitter sting of death when we lose a 
loved one.

    My first experience was at the fresh age of 16 
when suddenly I received the sad news that a very 
close and dear school-mate and friend had died.  
It was a wake-up call for our circle of friends.  We  
suddenly realized that death happens.  WE ARE 
GOING TO DIE!!!  Yes, we knew that we would 
die one day when we are perhaps over 90 years 
old, but in our young and innocent minds how dare 
it happen to anyone that we knew so closely.  Our  
circle grieved for a very long time.  When a member 
of our group would accidently mention the name of 
the deceased, there would be a hush that could be 
heard, which would trigger another member of our 
group to chirp up with a joke which always went flat 
in the attempt.

    A couple of years later another two friends died 
in a car accident whilst travelling home one night.  
That was another blow.  But this time it didn’t take 
as long to accept this loss as the first. Could it be 
the fact that we somehow were beginning to accept 
the unaccepted/unexpected?  After that it was quiet 
for a while.  Our circle of friends was now getting 
married, and as the years went on it seemed that 
we were always attending weddings, baby show-
ers, school functions, and so on.  Everyone had 
now grown up and some had slowly either moved 
away or drifted apart.  Life goes on.

    During a recent conversation, I asked a 
dear friend, - ‘Have you noticed what`s happen-
ing?’ – ‘The wedding invitations are few and far 
between, but the funeral notices many and often. `  

It seems like the boom of the Baby-Boomers have 
subsided.

This is the time when Christians begin to realize 
we are drawing closer to the promised age–three 
score and ten,-70.  This is the max that God 
has given to us, realizing that any years over and 
above, is only because of good health and reason 
of strength.  There is so little time left, and there is 
so much more to accomplish.  And so, we begin 
to watch our health closely, hold back on sodium, 
exercise, drink more water, and take our vitamins 
religiously.  Whatever it takes (within reason) to 
maintain our health we will endeavour to do it.    
Next we take a stock of the clothes closet.  There 
are so many things that just doesn’t fit, or fit right 
anymore.  Somehow the diet plan(s) had gone into 
oblivion.  And why we kept them is beyond us.

    Yes!  We are cleaning house spiritually and  
temporarily.  And so, during this time of house-
cleaning, we realize somewhat melancholically 
there are more years behind us than what is in front.  
And now, it’s time to step back and review our life.  
It’s time to have a conversation with ourselves.  It’s 
time to clean the inside of the house, especially the 
closets.   It’s question and answer time: How many 
years left before He calls me home?  Have I done 
my best for Him?  Have I given Him my all, my 
everything?  Have I emptied my soul in doing His 
will?  Have I exhausted my body in doing His ser-
vices?  Am I doing enough for Him?  Have I walked 
the talk?  Is there time for me to do anymore?

This is not the time to panic.  God didn`t give us 
the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and a 
sound mind (2nd Timothy 1: 7).  As we wake up to 
each new day, just inhale and remember–the choir 
hasn`t sung as yet.  We have time, until the choir 
sings.  It’s just not over until `The Choir Sings.’

Evangelist Hutchinson is a member of the Remnant Tabernacle 
Church of God 7th Day, Toronto, Canada.
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    Have you ever won-
dered what your job as a 
Christian is?

    Some one may say, “My job is to sweep the 
church after services,” or “My job is to mow the 
church’s lawn”, or “To serve coffee and cookies 
at the church socials.” These are duties that need 
to be done, imposed on us by ourselves or by  
others, but these are jobs anyone can do even 
non-Christians.

    God has a job for every Christian He calls. It is 
the same job, to be carried out in as many differ-
ent ways as there are individuals to do it. What 
is that job? “You shall be witness to Me (Jesus 
Christ)...to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8 nkjv).

    This job we have to do is the very reason the 
gift of the Holy Spirit was given (See Acts 1:8 and 
Luke 24:48-49). Notice in Peter’s words it was 
not just the job of the 120 who were assembled 
for that first Pentecost: 

“For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are far off, as 
many as the Lord our God will call”  
(Acts 2:39 nkjv).

Has God called you? Then the job is yours.

    As Peter infers, God’s calling is a very personal 
calling. So personal that the Father doesn’t even 
leave it for the Son to do, but does it Himself. As 
Jesus says, “...Therefore I have said to you that 
no one can come to Me unless it is granted to him 
by My Father” (John 6:65 nkjv). The realization of 
what this says is staggering that the great God, 
the creator and sustainer of all that exists, looked 
down from His throne in Heaven and chose you 
and me to have a relationship with Him through 
Jesus Christ, this is absolutely astounding! Every 
day we wake and walk and have life, we should 
count how blessed we are that God has chosen 
us. By God’s grace we have been given direct 
access to Him any time, night or day. All our 
cares, anxieties, and our requests, we are to 
make known to Him, and He promises not only 
to hear us but to guard us and bring us peace, for 
the scripture says, “He cares for you” (I Peter 5:7 
and Philippians 4:6-7).

    There are those who consider the job of  
witnessing for Christ to be the job of the church 
as a group, that all that the individual has to do is 
to pay and pray. Granted, there are mass media 
types of activities that require groups, churches 
and even groups of churches to support and 
fund. One example of a church group activity 
such as this was when the church at Antioch 
sent Saul and Barnabas out on a mission (Acts 
13:1-5). The church sanctioned, commissioned 
and funded them. Another example is mass 
worldwide Bible distribution. Groups such as the 
Gideon’s International have put out millions of 
Bibles. No one person or no one church could 
accomplish what they have done. But at no time 
should we rely on the church to do our job of  
witnessing.

    Starting with Genesis, take a walk through the 
Bible. You will find over and over again that it is 
the individual whose personal faith in God has 
produced a witness for God: Righteous Abel; 
Enoch, whose testimony pleased God; Noah, the 

A Living Witness
By Wes Higgins

    The Word of God has the solution to every 
problem in our lives.  For example, if you are sick, 
the Word says:

“He sent his word and healed them, and 
delivered them from their destructions”  
Psalm 107:20.

If you need provision, the Word says,

“But thou shalt remember the Lord thy 
God: for it is he that giveth thee power to 
get wealth, that he may establish his cov-
enant which he sware unto thy fathers, as 
it is this day” Deuteronomy 8:18.

If you are looking for success, the Word says,

“This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success” Joshua 1:8.

If you need emotional and mental healing, the 
Word says,

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee” Isaiah 26:3.

The Holy Spirit will use the Word of God as 
an instrument of change in your life.  Growth 
requires change.  Obedience to the Word of 
God will determine your rate of growth and suc-
cess.  Here are some keys to growing through 
the Word.

1. Value the Word.  Read the Scriptures daily. 
Make it a priority.  Ask God for understanding 
of the Scriptures through the Holy Spirit.

2. Regularly memorize Scripture.

3. Meditate on the Word and its principles.

4. Speak and do what the Word says to do.

5. Share with others what you learn from the 
Word.

6. Use every opportunity you can to get more 
of the Word:
  Attend Sabbath School.
  Attend Sabbath worship services.
  Attend a Bible Study, or start your own 
  in-home Bible study (small group).

7. Take notes during the message and  
listen to sermons and teaching on CDs and 
tapes.

    Are you ready to grow?  Are you willing to use 
the seven keys listed above?  I encourage you 
to take your Bible and treasure it as if your life 
depends on it.  Remember that ignorance, unbe-
lief, disobedience, and failure to use the Word, 
are weapons the enemy can use against you.

    If your heart is prepared, you are connected to 
a good Bible-teaching, believing and loving con-
gregation, and you become a hearer and a doer 
of the Word, you will grow–guaranteed!

Jonathan M. Carson, Sr. was installed as the Senior Pastor of 
Shiloh Church of God 7h Day, Hyattsville, MD in May 2008.  
Pastor Jon lives in Mitchellville, MD with his wife, Marjorie, and 
his young adult children, Jonathan, Jr. and Danae.

The person of 

Jesus prepares us 

for eternity  

while the  

principles of Jesus 

prepare us for 

earth.
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heir of righteousness; Abraham, God’s friend and 
Sarah his wife, who judged God faithful. The list 
goes on: Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab... 

“And what more shall I say? For the 
time would fail me to tell of Gideon and 
Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of 
David and Samuel and the prophets: who 
through faith subdued kingdoms, worked 
righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, became valiant in battle, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens. Women 
received their dead raised to life again. 
And others were tortured, not accept-
ing deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better resurrection. Still others had trial 
of mockings and scourgings, yes, and 
of chains and imprisonment. They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth. And all 
these (have) obtained a good testimony 
through faith” (Hebrews 11:32-39 nkjv).

    And the New Testament account adds many 
more individual witnesses who are all members 
of the body of Christ. The body of Christ is the 
church (Colossians 1:24), of which we are all 
“members individually” (I Corinthians 12:27).

    As noted, the church can collectively witness, 
but that is not it’s main function. The main function 
of the organized church is to give support to the 
individual witnesses. The first and foremost sup-
port comes from the shared love of the brethren. 
“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another” (John 13:35 nkjv). 
That shared love of the brethren is the bond that 
holds the organized church together and gives it 
its function.

  As Paul told the Ephesians, there is one body 
but there are different gifts and administrations. 
It behooves us to;

“...walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called, with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing 
with one another in love, endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Ephesians 4:1b-3 nkjv).

As we have different gifts and are in different 
organizations of the body, Paul reminds us that 
we are all led by one spirit, “called in one hope”, 
through “one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all” (See Ephesians 4:1-6 
nkjv).

    Paul goes on to talk about the duties of the 
various organized churches. Verse 11: “And 
He Himself gave some apostles” notice: it’s not 
just one apostle, or one evangelist or one pas-
tor. God Himself gives to the various organized 
churches all the teachers they need to do the job 
that the church is called to do. Beginning in verse 
12 of Ephesians 4, Paul described that the job of 
the church is not witnessing, but the equipping of 
the witnesses.

The Church is the Body of Christ.  In order to 
grow we need to be connected and stay con-
nected.  In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul writes:

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ:”

    God has given us the ministry gifts to develop 
us to spiritual maturity.  We need each other.  
That is why membership and fellowship in a local 
congregation is so important if you want to grow.  
It is in the local congregation that you learn how 
to pray and fast, love and forgive, serve and 
reach out.  And there you will also get plenty of 
opportunities to practice what you learn.

Light

    Light corresponds to love.  God is love and 
God is light.  But does the love of God shine 
through us?  Without love, we are in darkness.  

“This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.  If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: but if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin”   
I John 1:5-7.

There is no growth in a place where there is no 
love.  Love must be in your heart, and in the 
congregation.

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love 
is of God; and every one that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God.  He that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is 
love” I John 4:7, 8.

As in the natural, water and light must work 
together to promote natural growth, so spiritual 
growth results when we co-labor in fellowship 
and love.

Seed

    We can have soil, water and light, but without 
the seed, there is nothing to grow.  In this anal-
ogy, the seed is the Word of God.  It is vital to 
growth.  You can have the other elements, but 
if the seed of the Word of God is not sown in 
your heart, nothing happens.  It is vital that we 
understand the importance of the Word and also 
value the Word.  It is through the Word that we 
have faith.

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” Romans 
10:17.

And we know that without faith it is impossible 
to please God.  In Deuteronomy 8:3, Moses told 
Israel that God had humbled them and suffered 
them to hunger, fed them with manna so that He 
would make them know that, 

“… man doth not live by bread only, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the lord doth man live.”

We must understand that the Gospel contains 
both the person of Christ and the principles of 
Christ.  The person of Jesus creates our redemp-
tion, justification and peace.  The principles cre-
ate our prosperity.  The person of Jesus prepares 
us for eternity while the principles of Jesus pre-
pare us for earth.
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“For the equipping of the saints for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, till we all come to the unity 
of the faith and the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that 
we should no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
in the cunning craftiness by which they lie 
in wait to deceive, but, speaking the truth 
in love, may grow up in all things into 
Him who is the head Christ from whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together 
by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every 
part does its share, causes growth of 
the body for the edifying of itself in love” 
(Ephesians 4:12-16 nkjv).

    Just as individuals have gifts differing from 
one another, so do differing organizations within 
the body of Christ have different gifts to offer 
the world. Paul went to some length telling the 
Corinthians that:

“There are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. There are differences of min-
istries, but the same Lord. And there are 
diversities of activities, but it is the same 
God who works all in all” 
(I Corinthians 12:4-6 nkjv).

    Paul warned not to be ignorant concerning the 
diversities of administrations we find within the 
body of Christ. He gave two broad guidelines we 
can use in judging whether God is working in the 
lives of others:

“...no one, speaking by the Spirit of God, 
calls Jesus accursed, and no one can 
say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 
Spirit” (I Corinthians 12:3).

    Jesus pointed this understanding out to His 
disciples when John complained about some-
one who “does not follow with us” was casting 
out demons in Jesus’s name. Jesus’s reaction 
was, “He who is not against us is on our side” 
(Luke 9:49-50). Is it such a hard concept for 
us to understand, then, when someone doesn’t 
believe exactly like us, when he doesn’t attend 
our church, doesn’t “follow with us,” that maybe 
we can still accept him as being “on our side?”

    OK, the church’s job, then, is to help you and 
me do the job that God has called us to do the 
job of witnessing “to the ends of the earth.”   How 
are we doing? 

“For I say, through the grace given to 
me, to everyone who is among you, not 
to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, as 
God has dealt to each one a measure 
of faith. For as we have many members 
in one body, but all the members do not 
have the same function, so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and indi-
vidually members of one another. Having 
then gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, let us use them...with 
cheerfulness” (Romans 12:3-8 nkjv).

    Luke records a very remarkable witnessing 
to Jesus’s “messiah-ship.” In Luke 19 we find 
Jesus entering Jerusalem riding on a colt. As He 
entered, people began spreading their clothes on 
the road before Him. His followers began rejoic-
ing and shouting praise to God for His mighty 
works. When the Pharisees complained to Jesus 
about what His disciples were saying, He told 
them, “If these should keep silent, the stones 
themselves would cry out” (Luke 19:40 nkjv). In 
saying this, Jesus tells us just how important our 
witness is. If we won’t do it, God will find some-
body else who will.

    So what do we do? Do we all get out our soap 
boxes and stand on the street corner shouting, 
“Repent, the end is near?” Not necessarily, unless 
that is your gift. The first and foremost witness 
we can give is the example we set for everyone 
around us, as we live our lives in Christ.

    Over the last few years our ministry has pur-
posed to provide our congregation with a theme 
for the year.  One year, our theme was “Grow.”  
This particular focal point was derived from our 
purpose as a church to bring people into the Body 
of Christ and develop them to Christ-like maturity.  
But what does it mean to grow?  The American 
Heritage dictionary gives several definitions.  To 
grow means, “to increase in size by a natural 
process; to expand; to develop and reach matu-
rity.” Considering the three definitions, growth is 
normal and growth is expected.  The process of 
growth is normal to all living things.  In the natu-
ral, when things stop growing they die.  Likewise, 
in the spiritual.

    Apostle Peter admonished the saints:

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
To him be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen”  2 Peter 3:18.

Peter exhorts the saints to develop and reach 
maturity in grace and the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  Enlarge in grace; 
enlarge in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.  
Continue developing, continue maturing.

    In the plant world, there are typically four 
elements needed for something to grow:  soil, 
water, light and seed.  Using the plant world as 
an example, we need similar factors in order to 
grow spiritually.  Let’s take a look.

Soil

    The soil is your heart.  In Luke 8:5-15, the 

sower went forth to sow 
and he encountered four 
different types of ground:  
the wayside, rocky, 
thorny ground and good ground.  The wayside, 
rocky and thorny grounds were not suitable for 
lasting growth.  In order to be good ground, the 
ground has to be broken up, made pliable and 
able to take in the seed.  It has to be cultivated 
even after the seed is planted to keep from get-
ting hardened and tough.  Nothing can grow if our 
hearts are hard and stony.  Our hearts must be 
open and prepared.  What type of soil are you?

Water

    I would liken water to our connection to the 
Body of Christ and God’s gifts to the church.  In  
1 Corinthians 3:6, Paul noted:

“I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase.”

Connection to the Body is a critical element for 
growth.  Someone plants, someone else waters.  
In most cases, isolation brings death.  In John 
15:1, 4, 5, Jesus said:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the husbandman…  Abide in me, and I 
in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me.  I 
am the vine, ye are the branches:  He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me 
ye can do nothing.”

What It Takes to Grow
By Jonathan M. Carson, Sr.
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“For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them” (Ephesians 2:10).

    If we are not living Godly lives, we can quote 
the Bible from one end to the other, but we will 
still never make an effective witness for what 
Christ can do.

    Christ came that we might have life, and that 
we may have it more abundantly (John 10:10). 
How abundant is your life in Christ? Is it so abun-
dant that, like the disciples of old, we will sponta-
neously rejoice and shout for joy at the very sight 
of Him? If not, where does the fault lie?

 “And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testi-
mony, and they did not love their lives to 
the death” (Revelation 12:11 nkjv).

    Our life in Jesus and the underlying promise 
of eternal life is only possible through the blood 
sacrifice of Jesus, who died for us while we were 
yet sinners (Romans 5:8). It is that reinvented life 
in Jesus that becomes the word of our testimony.  

And it is the constant renewal of life through 
Jesus and hope of life everlasting that takes us 

beyond the worry of the physical nature of this 
life.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service. And 
do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God” (Romans 12:1-2 nkjv).

    It is that transformation, that renewing of our 
mind, that makes it possible for us to be a liv-
ing, holy witness to the perfect will of God in our 
lives.

Pastor Wes Higgins, Celebration Church of God/West Meadow 
Ministries, All Scripture is taken from the New King James 
Version. c Wesley C. Higgins 11-26-2009. All rights reserved.

One of the biggest problems of the mod-
ern church is a lack of witnessing.  It is much 
easier for us to stay within our comfort zone, 
than it is to go out and share our love and pas-
sion for God with others.  While our lives should 
reflect the nature of our relationship with God, 
they often do not.  In my own life, this has been 
mostly due to an effort to not offend anyone or 
to be “politically correct.”  While I do believe that 
it is important not to witness in a way that turns 
people away completely, we can’t let that get in 
the way of saying what God wants us to say.

So, my question to you today is, “Does 
God want us to be politically correct?”  Is it good 
enough for us to live a righteous life if we are not 
leading others to salvation?  I don’t believe that 
it is, and I think that the Bible clearly tells us that 
leading others to salvation is vital.  Jesus told us 
in Matthew 22:37-39 (esv) that:

“...You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.  This is the 
great and first commandment.  And a 
second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

I think that most of us came to salvation 
in an effort to improve our lives by seeking out 
God’s plan for us.  If we loved ourselves enough 
to make this life altering decision in order to 
improve our lives and bring us eternal salvation, 
shouldn’t we want to help others to make this 
decision too?  If we truly love our neighbor as 
ourselves, I believe we ought to do everything in 
our power to help others partake in a relationship 
with God in order to enrich their lives today and 
also to provide the opportunity for salvation that 
we have been promised.

I don’t think that the problem is that we 
don’t want the best for others, but that we are 
afraid of the risks that we will have to take.  As 
Christians, we often surround ourselves with 
other believers; and to become an effective wit-
ness, we will have to step outside of that inner 

circle.  The older I get, the more I see the ben-
efits of a strong church body and other Christian 
friends to encourage us and keep us account-
able, but I think that we need to take a step 
outside of our circle sometimes.  Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 28:19 (esv) to, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations.”  While He may have 
been speaking of witnessing on a larger scale in 
this context, I think that the message still applies 
to us.  We need to be sharing the gospel in our 
communities and to others that may do things a 
little bit differently than we do.

The challenge for us once we decide to 
take on our calling and lead others to a relation-
ship with God, is to not get ourselves caught 
up in the world that we are out there trying to 
change.  We will be tested.  The old saying, “You 
are what you eat,” can be applied here.  When 
exposing ourselves to the world we need to be 
careful not to embrace all the ways of the people 
that we associate with.  This means that we need 
to strengthen our relationship with God and ask 
Him to give us wisdom and discernment.  Jesus 
promised us this wisdom in John 8:31, 32 (esv).  
The passage states that, “...If you abide in my 
word you are truly my disciples, and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  What a 
great promise this is!  It is vitally important for us 
to remember to do our part as well.  We need to 
dig deeply into the word of God and strive to grow 
closer to God and each other, every day.

As we enter a new year, I want to chal-
lenge each and every one of us to become a bet-
ter witness.  With God’s help, we can learn how 
to relate to people from people that do things a 
little bit differently than we do.  Who knows, we 
might just learn a thing or two from witnessing to 
individuals from different backgrounds than us.  
God promised us He would grant us the ability to 
know the truth if we “abide in His word.”  Are we 
up to the challenge?

Daniel is a social worker for the Missouri Division of Youth 
Services and lives with his family in Springfield, MO.
These scriptures are from the English Standard Version.

  Modern Day Disciples
 
 By Daniel Riggs

The Impossible: God Cannot Change

To have a friend like God is like nothing else;
He is all in all, and most of all,
He is the One and Only Lord.

Sometimes, friends may let you down,
But God is always around,

In hard times, when you see no way out,
And in good times when you can laugh and shout.

God is good, not only for the good times;
Call upon Him and rejoice in hardship too;

For He will bring you through,
That you may know, that your

Circumstances may change,
But God remains the same yesterday,

Today and tomorrow.

The Impossible: God Cannot Change is one of the many inspirational poems complied in the book, Authentic Poems by Dwight James. Dwight is a member of 

the Church of God 7th Day and currently resides in Brooklyn, New York with his wife, Denise, and daughter, Clairissa.
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    As I walk with Christ and strive to follow His 
example, I find there is one thing that continues 
to rear its head trying to thwart any progress–
self. I keep getting in the way of myself. I only 
begin to make progress when I have a humble 
and selfless attitude. I must be willing to hear the 
words that need to be spoken to me and have a 
soft open heart.

    The Bible makes some clear statements 
about self and what we need to do to ‘grow’ 
past it.  Ephesians 4:17-32 (nkjv) plainly states 
the importance of us putting off our old self and 
putting on the new. The new man is expected 
to have a different perspective and a different 
behavior.

“This I say, therefore, and testify in the 
Lord, that you should no longer walk as 
the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility 
of their mind, 18having their understand-
ing darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God, because of the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness 
of their heart; 19who, being past feeling, 
have given themselves over to lewdness, 
to work all uncleanness with greediness. 
20But you have not so learned Christ, 21if 
indeed you have heard Him and have 
been taught by Him, as the truth is in 
Jesus: 22that	 you	 put	 off,	 concerning	
your	 former	 conduct,	 the	 old	 man	
which	grows	corrupt	according	to	the	
deceitful	 lusts,	 23and	 be	 renewed	 in	
the	spirit	of	your	mind,	24and	that	you	
put	 on	 the	 new	 man	 which	 was	 cre-
ated	 according	 to	 God,	 in	 true	 righ-
teousness	 and	 holiness.	 25Therefore, 
putting away	 lying,	 ‘Let	 each	 one	 of	
you	speak	 truth	with his neighbor,’ for 
we are members of one another. 26’Be 
angry, and do not sin’: do not let the sun 
go down on your wrath, 27nor give place 
to the devil. 28Let him who stole steal no 
longer, but rather let him labor, working 

with his hands what is 
good, that he may have 
something to give him 
who has need. 29Let no  
corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, 
but what is good for necessary edifica-
tion, that it may impart grace to the hear-
ers. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption. 31Let all bitterness, 
wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking 
be put away from you, with all malice. 
32And be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God in Christ forgave you.”

    Self is what we have to let go of in order to 
experience God and all His holiness. We need 
to experience who Christ is and follow His model 
of self in Philippians 2:1–22 (nkjv).

“1Therefore if there is any consolation 
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection 
and mercy, 2fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. 3Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than himself. 4Let each of 
you look out not only for his own inter-
ests, but also for the interests of others. 
5Let this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus, 6who, being in the form 
of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, 7but made Himself of no 
reputation, taking the form of a bondser-
vant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
8And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became 
obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross. 9Therefore God also 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the 
name which is above every name, 10that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 

Getting Past Your “Self”
By Aaron Henderson

 Anointing of Healing and Deliverance  
  Luke 4:18

 Anointing of Gladness
  Hebrews 1:9

    Under the Old Covenant, the anointing of God 
came upon certain Bible characters to accom-
plish God’s purposes and to show His mighty 
acts.  Some of the illustrious men of the Old 
Testament who experienced the anointing and 
were used mightily by God, for His purposes 
and to do great exploits, were Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Elijah, 
and Elisha, not to mention the minor and major 
prophets.  The anointing was not made available 
to all of the children of Israel or to mankind in 
general.

    Under the New Covenant, the anointing is 
available to all who would truly believe. In these 
early years of the 21st Century, the Church of 
God 7th Day leadership may be questioned 
“Where is the Anointing” (Power)?  The leader-
ship has the rhetoric, but a consistent demon-
stration of the “anointing” or power, seems to be 
lacking.  It may be said that the Church of God 
7th Day in this first decade of the 21st Century 
has not yet fully experienced or demonstrated 
the anointing God has made available to it.  We 
have limited an unlimited God.  Probably one 
reason for that is the Church, as a whole, does 
not see our Heavenly Father for who He really 
is.  The God we serve is omnipotent, omniscient, 
and omnipresent.  He is the unlimited God who 
can do above and beyond what we can ask or 
think (Ephesians 3:20, 21).  Also, unbelief may 
be a factor inhibiting the anointing or outpouring 
of power.  For too long have we wished for the 
power and have come up with only a blessing.  
Steps need to be taken to go beyond blessing to 
the anointing with power.

    What, then, is essential to receiving and mani-
festing the anointing?  There must be a yearning 
that comes from within one’s innermost being—a 
yearning so deep, above everything else and 
more than anything else that desires a relation-
ship with God that goes beyond the ordinary.  For 
an example of such a person, read Philippians 
3:7-10.  There you will see an anointed man  
totally committed and dedicated to the service of 

God, seeking passionately an ongoing relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

    Another essential thing is faith.  There must 
be faith, an unwavering confidence in the prom-
ise of God as declared by the prophet in Joel 
2:28.  According to Acts 2:16, the Apostle Peter 
said of the anointing he had received on the day 
of Pentecost, “But this is that which was spoken 
by the Prophet Joel.” In view of Apostle Peter’s 
testimony, it should not be difficult for believers to 
accept and receive the anointing.

    Also, the Church (the body of believers) needs 
to divest itself of the unnecessary baggage it has 
been carrying. The excess baggage is some of 
it’s obsolete traditions of the past: The way things 
were done years ago, church orientation, dogma, 
denominationalism and the preconceived notions 
of God that put Him in a specific mold.  By ridding 
itself of excess baggage, the Church will allow 
God the opportunity to take the blinding spiritual 
cataracts from it’s eyes, melt them by the Holy 
Spirit so that the Church may be able to see  
spiritually as never before and launch out into  
fulfilling THE GREAT COMMISSION (Matthew 
28:19, 20).  Then, God can begin to give us 
experience, not just head knowledge – not just 
blessing, but the ANOINTING with POWER to 
effectively continue the ministry of Jesus until He 
returns.

Philippians 3:7-10
But what things were gain to me, 

those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Christ, And be found 
in him, not having mine own righ-
teousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of 

Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith: That I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his 
death.
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bow, of those in heaven, and of those 
on earth, and of those under the earth, 
11and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 12Therefore, my beloved, 
as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 13for it is God 
who works in you both to will and to do for 
His good pleasure. 14Do all things without 
complaining and disputing, 15that you 
may become blameless and harmless, 
children of God without fault in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 16holding fast the word of life, so 
that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that 
I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
17Yes, and if I am being poured out as a 
drink offering on the sacrifice and service 
of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with 
you all. 18For the same reason you also 
be glad and rejoice with me. 19But I trust 
in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you 
shortly, that I also may be encouraged 
when I know your state. 20For I have no 
one like-minded, who will sincerely care 
for your state. 21For all seek their own, 
not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 
22But you know his proven character, that 
as a son with his father he served with 
me in the gospel.”

    If you think about it, we’re our worst enemy. 
The reliance on our own understanding, reason-
ing, opinion, preferences and experiences, goes 
against God.

    If I rely on myself then why do I need 
God? Conversion is just that; accepting Christ 
as my savior, repenting of my sins and being 
born again. We can’t be born again and still be 
attached to the old life, the old self. We are, either 
born again and transformed, or not. There is no 
in between.

    I am convinced more and more this is the 
underlying reason folks walk away from Christ 
and church, create church division, family divi-
sion, divorce, and many more.

    In most cases, among those mentioned, 
someone was not happy. Things weren’t how “I”  
wanted, the style of worship or the sermon  
wasn’t feeding me, or folks were not able to find 
the ‘thing’ that suited them. (I should be able to 
worship God despite myself and my prefer-
ences.) The style of music or worship doesn’t 
matter to Christ. He wants us to recognize who 
He is and to be submissive to His plan for our 
lives.

    Guess what? It’s not about you! If our level 
of satisfaction, happiness, Christian walk, self 
worth, worship and life are based upon “me” and 
what suites “me” then we’re in trouble. It is all 
about what God wants for us.

    Our salvation, blessings, abilities and rea-
son for living are about Christ Jesus and our 
Heavenly Father. We are to be living by the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26) and avoiding our sinful 
desires. Galatians 5:16--26 (nkjv) says:

“16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you 
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17For 
the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; and these 
are contrary to one another, so that 
you do not do the things that you wish. 
18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under the law. 19Now the works of 
the flesh are evident, which are: adul-
tery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21envy, 
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the 
like; of which I tell you beforehand, just 
as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, self-control. Against such 
there is no law. 24And those who are 
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25If we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26Let 
us not become conceited, provoking one 
another, envying one another.”

    “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me because He 
hath ANOINTED me 
to preach the gospel 
to the poor, He hath 

sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 
4:18, 19).

    The word “anointing” is a derivative of the 
word “anoint.”  Anointing is the present participle 
form of the verb anoint.  It infers a continuing 
state of action or being.  For the purposes of this 
article and from a spiritual viewpoint, the word  
“anointing” denotes the intangible but visible 
effects of being supernaturally anointed by the 
power of God.  This type of anointing is seen in 
the miraculous works and/or spiritual gifts dis-
played in the ministry of a person called and sent 
by God.  This kind of anointing should prevail 
in the Church of God 7th Day.  The aim of this 
article is to suggest what can presently be done 
to enhance manifestation of the anointing (power 
of God) in the Church of God 7th Day.

    Anoint as a verb means to pour oil upon or 
to apply oil.  The pouring or application of oil is 
usually performed to dedicate or consecrate a 
person, place or thing to the use or service of 
God.  In Joel 2:28, 29 God said:

“And it shall come to pass afterward, 
that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions: And also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I 
pour out my spirit.”

    Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. When the Holy 
Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost 

(Acts 2:1-4, 16, 17), the Church (the disciples of 
Jesus) was anointed (empowered), dedicated, 
and consecrated to the service of God.  The New 
Testament book of Acts is the recorded history of 
what occurred after the church was anointed.

    In the early biblical history of Israel, a special 
concoction of oil was used to anoint or consecrate 
individuals, places, or things.  The formula for the 
anointing oil was very special.  God Himself pre-
scribed it.  In Exodus 30:22-33 God identifies the 
ingredients that should be used to formulate the 
anointing oil, and forbids its duplication or use for 
general purposes.  This specially formulated oil 
was to be used to anoint the priests, prophets, 
kings of Israel and sacred objects, i.e., to con-
secrate the furniture and implements used in the 
rites and ceremonies detailed in the Book of the 
Law.

    A more than cursory review of the Holy Bible 
permits us to identify various anointings such as 
the following:

 Anointing of Consecration
  Exodus 28:41; 29:7

 Anointing of Sanctification
  Exodus 29:36

 Anointing of Dedication
  Genesis 28:16-22;   
  Exodus 40:9-13

 Anointing for Service
  I Samuel 9:16; 15:1

 Leadership Anointing
  I Chronicles 11:3;
  I Samuel 10:1

 God’s Promised Anointing
  Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:4

 Anointing of the Holy Spirit
  Luke 3:21, 22; I John 2:27

THE ANOINTING
By Samuel W. Carson, Sr.
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    Don’t look now, but I, Aaron Henderson, am 
a sinner who has and always will have sinful 
desires on my own. I am only able to overcome 
them through Christ. Relying on self and what I 
want is a sinful desire. We need to realize that 
“self” is a sinful nature and give it the serious 
attention it demands.

    Do not love the world 1 John 2:15-17 (nkjv):

“15Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 16For 
all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life—is not of the Father but is of the 
world. 17And the world is passing away, 
and the lust of it; but he who does the will 
of God abides forever.”

    This goes against what our world and its laws 
say. But if I am taking liberties and allowing pref-
erence to rule me then I am being selfish; falling 
into sinful desires.

    We cannot allow any preferences, opinions or 
liberties to cause anyone to stumble or get in the 
way of worship. I can’t expect to grow spiritu-
ally, and follow Christ’s example until I am 
ready to realize how much of the “old self” 
I allow to influence me. We must completely 
submit to Christ and devote our “self” as living 
sacrifices for God’s perfect will–not our own.  

Romans 12:1--2 (nkjv) says:

“1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service. 
2And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.”

    I want to encourage you to step back and be 
true to yourself. Study the Word and feel the 
newness of life with Christ.

    The song, Praise the Lord, says:

“Praise the Lord, he will work through 
those who praise him, Praise the Lord, 
for our God inhabits praise, Praise the 
Lord for the things that seem to bind 
you, serve only to remind you, they drop  
powerless behind you when you praise 
him.” 

Turn loose of those things that seem to bind 
you.

    Praise the Lord and strive to draw closer to 
Him and grow spiritually. Experience the freedom 
that comes with walking in the Lord.

God bless!
Aaron L. Henderson

Aaron Henderson is the Elder Chairman of the Marion Church of 
God (Seventh Day) in Marion, Oregon.
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    Don’t look now, but I, Aaron Henderson, am 
a sinner who has and always will have sinful 
desires on my own. I am only able to overcome 
them through Christ. Relying on self and what I 
want is a sinful desire. We need to realize that 
“self” is a sinful nature and give it the serious 
attention it demands.

    Do not love the world 1 John 2:15-17 (nkjv):

“15Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 16For 
all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life—is not of the Father but is of the 
world. 17And the world is passing away, 
and the lust of it; but he who does the will 
of God abides forever.”

    This goes against what our world and its laws 
say. But if I am taking liberties and allowing pref-
erence to rule me then I am being selfish; falling 
into sinful desires.

    We cannot allow any preferences, opinions or 
liberties to cause anyone to stumble or get in the 
way of worship. I can’t expect to grow spiritu-
ally, and follow Christ’s example until I am 
ready to realize how much of the “old self” 
I allow to influence me. We must completely 
submit to Christ and devote our “self” as living 
sacrifices for God’s perfect will–not our own.  

Romans 12:1--2 (nkjv) says:

“1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service. 
2And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.”

    I want to encourage you to step back and be 
true to yourself. Study the Word and feel the 
newness of life with Christ.

    The song, Praise the Lord, says:

“Praise the Lord, he will work through 
those who praise him, Praise the Lord, 
for our God inhabits praise, Praise the 
Lord for the things that seem to bind 
you, serve only to remind you, they drop  
powerless behind you when you praise 
him.” 

Turn loose of those things that seem to bind 
you.

    Praise the Lord and strive to draw closer to 
Him and grow spiritually. Experience the freedom 
that comes with walking in the Lord.

God bless!
Aaron L. Henderson

Aaron Henderson is the Elder Chairman of the Marion Church of 
God (Seventh Day) in Marion, Oregon.
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bow, of those in heaven, and of those 
on earth, and of those under the earth, 
11and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 12Therefore, my beloved, 
as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 13for it is God 
who works in you both to will and to do for 
His good pleasure. 14Do all things without 
complaining and disputing, 15that you 
may become blameless and harmless, 
children of God without fault in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 16holding fast the word of life, so 
that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that 
I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
17Yes, and if I am being poured out as a 
drink offering on the sacrifice and service 
of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with 
you all. 18For the same reason you also 
be glad and rejoice with me. 19But I trust 
in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you 
shortly, that I also may be encouraged 
when I know your state. 20For I have no 
one like-minded, who will sincerely care 
for your state. 21For all seek their own, 
not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 
22But you know his proven character, that 
as a son with his father he served with 
me in the gospel.”

    If you think about it, we’re our worst enemy. 
The reliance on our own understanding, reason-
ing, opinion, preferences and experiences, goes 
against God.

    If I rely on myself then why do I need 
God? Conversion is just that; accepting Christ 
as my savior, repenting of my sins and being 
born again. We can’t be born again and still be 
attached to the old life, the old self. We are, either 
born again and transformed, or not. There is no 
in between.

    I am convinced more and more this is the 
underlying reason folks walk away from Christ 
and church, create church division, family divi-
sion, divorce, and many more.

    In most cases, among those mentioned, 
someone was not happy. Things weren’t how “I”  
wanted, the style of worship or the sermon  
wasn’t feeding me, or folks were not able to find 
the ‘thing’ that suited them. (I should be able to 
worship God despite myself and my prefer-
ences.) The style of music or worship doesn’t 
matter to Christ. He wants us to recognize who 
He is and to be submissive to His plan for our 
lives.

    Guess what? It’s not about you! If our level 
of satisfaction, happiness, Christian walk, self 
worth, worship and life are based upon “me” and 
what suites “me” then we’re in trouble. It is all 
about what God wants for us.

    Our salvation, blessings, abilities and rea-
son for living are about Christ Jesus and our 
Heavenly Father. We are to be living by the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26) and avoiding our sinful 
desires. Galatians 5:16--26 (nkjv) says:

“16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you 
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17For 
the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; and these 
are contrary to one another, so that 
you do not do the things that you wish. 
18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under the law. 19Now the works of 
the flesh are evident, which are: adul-
tery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 
20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21envy, 
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the 
like; of which I tell you beforehand, just 
as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, self-control. Against such 
there is no law. 24And those who are 
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25If we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26Let 
us not become conceited, provoking one 
another, envying one another.”

    “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me because He 
hath ANOINTED me 
to preach the gospel 
to the poor, He hath 

sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 
4:18, 19).

    The word “anointing” is a derivative of the 
word “anoint.”  Anointing is the present participle 
form of the verb anoint.  It infers a continuing 
state of action or being.  For the purposes of this 
article and from a spiritual viewpoint, the word  
“anointing” denotes the intangible but visible 
effects of being supernaturally anointed by the 
power of God.  This type of anointing is seen in 
the miraculous works and/or spiritual gifts dis-
played in the ministry of a person called and sent 
by God.  This kind of anointing should prevail 
in the Church of God 7th Day.  The aim of this 
article is to suggest what can presently be done 
to enhance manifestation of the anointing (power 
of God) in the Church of God 7th Day.

    Anoint as a verb means to pour oil upon or 
to apply oil.  The pouring or application of oil is 
usually performed to dedicate or consecrate a 
person, place or thing to the use or service of 
God.  In Joel 2:28, 29 God said:

“And it shall come to pass afterward, 
that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions: And also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I 
pour out my spirit.”

    Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. When the Holy 
Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost 

(Acts 2:1-4, 16, 17), the Church (the disciples of 
Jesus) was anointed (empowered), dedicated, 
and consecrated to the service of God.  The New 
Testament book of Acts is the recorded history of 
what occurred after the church was anointed.

    In the early biblical history of Israel, a special 
concoction of oil was used to anoint or consecrate 
individuals, places, or things.  The formula for the 
anointing oil was very special.  God Himself pre-
scribed it.  In Exodus 30:22-33 God identifies the 
ingredients that should be used to formulate the 
anointing oil, and forbids its duplication or use for 
general purposes.  This specially formulated oil 
was to be used to anoint the priests, prophets, 
kings of Israel and sacred objects, i.e., to con-
secrate the furniture and implements used in the 
rites and ceremonies detailed in the Book of the 
Law.

    A more than cursory review of the Holy Bible 
permits us to identify various anointings such as 
the following:

 Anointing of Consecration
  Exodus 28:41; 29:7

 Anointing of Sanctification
  Exodus 29:36

 Anointing of Dedication
  Genesis 28:16-22;   
  Exodus 40:9-13

 Anointing for Service
  I Samuel 9:16; 15:1

 Leadership Anointing
  I Chronicles 11:3;
  I Samuel 10:1

 God’s Promised Anointing
  Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:4

 Anointing of the Holy Spirit
  Luke 3:21, 22; I John 2:27

THE ANOINTING
By Samuel W. Carson, Sr.
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    As I walk with Christ and strive to follow His 
example, I find there is one thing that continues 
to rear its head trying to thwart any progress–
self. I keep getting in the way of myself. I only 
begin to make progress when I have a humble 
and selfless attitude. I must be willing to hear the 
words that need to be spoken to me and have a 
soft open heart.

    The Bible makes some clear statements 
about self and what we need to do to ‘grow’ 
past it.  Ephesians 4:17-32 (nkjv) plainly states 
the importance of us putting off our old self and 
putting on the new. The new man is expected 
to have a different perspective and a different 
behavior.

“This I say, therefore, and testify in the 
Lord, that you should no longer walk as 
the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility 
of their mind, 18having their understand-
ing darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God, because of the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness 
of their heart; 19who, being past feeling, 
have given themselves over to lewdness, 
to work all uncleanness with greediness. 
20But you have not so learned Christ, 21if 
indeed you have heard Him and have 
been taught by Him, as the truth is in 
Jesus: 22that	 you	 put	 off,	 concerning	
your	 former	 conduct,	 the	 old	 man	
which	grows	corrupt	according	to	the	
deceitful	 lusts,	 23and	 be	 renewed	 in	
the	spirit	of	your	mind,	24and	that	you	
put	 on	 the	 new	 man	 which	 was	 cre-
ated	 according	 to	 God,	 in	 true	 righ-
teousness	 and	 holiness.	 25Therefore, 
putting away	 lying,	 ‘Let	 each	 one	 of	
you	speak	 truth	with his neighbor,’ for 
we are members of one another. 26’Be 
angry, and do not sin’: do not let the sun 
go down on your wrath, 27nor give place 
to the devil. 28Let him who stole steal no 
longer, but rather let him labor, working 

with his hands what is 
good, that he may have 
something to give him 
who has need. 29Let no  
corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, 
but what is good for necessary edifica-
tion, that it may impart grace to the hear-
ers. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption. 31Let all bitterness, 
wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking 
be put away from you, with all malice. 
32And be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God in Christ forgave you.”

    Self is what we have to let go of in order to 
experience God and all His holiness. We need 
to experience who Christ is and follow His model 
of self in Philippians 2:1–22 (nkjv).

“1Therefore if there is any consolation 
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection 
and mercy, 2fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. 3Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than himself. 4Let each of 
you look out not only for his own inter-
ests, but also for the interests of others. 
5Let this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus, 6who, being in the form 
of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, 7but made Himself of no 
reputation, taking the form of a bondser-
vant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
8And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became 
obedient to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross. 9Therefore God also 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the 
name which is above every name, 10that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 

Getting Past Your “Self”
By Aaron Henderson

 Anointing of Healing and Deliverance  
  Luke 4:18

 Anointing of Gladness
  Hebrews 1:9

    Under the Old Covenant, the anointing of God 
came upon certain Bible characters to accom-
plish God’s purposes and to show His mighty 
acts.  Some of the illustrious men of the Old 
Testament who experienced the anointing and 
were used mightily by God, for His purposes 
and to do great exploits, were Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Elijah, 
and Elisha, not to mention the minor and major 
prophets.  The anointing was not made available 
to all of the children of Israel or to mankind in 
general.

    Under the New Covenant, the anointing is 
available to all who would truly believe. In these 
early years of the 21st Century, the Church of 
God 7th Day leadership may be questioned 
“Where is the Anointing” (Power)?  The leader-
ship has the rhetoric, but a consistent demon-
stration of the “anointing” or power, seems to be 
lacking.  It may be said that the Church of God 
7th Day in this first decade of the 21st Century 
has not yet fully experienced or demonstrated 
the anointing God has made available to it.  We 
have limited an unlimited God.  Probably one 
reason for that is the Church, as a whole, does 
not see our Heavenly Father for who He really 
is.  The God we serve is omnipotent, omniscient, 
and omnipresent.  He is the unlimited God who 
can do above and beyond what we can ask or 
think (Ephesians 3:20, 21).  Also, unbelief may 
be a factor inhibiting the anointing or outpouring 
of power.  For too long have we wished for the 
power and have come up with only a blessing.  
Steps need to be taken to go beyond blessing to 
the anointing with power.

    What, then, is essential to receiving and mani-
festing the anointing?  There must be a yearning 
that comes from within one’s innermost being—a 
yearning so deep, above everything else and 
more than anything else that desires a relation-
ship with God that goes beyond the ordinary.  For 
an example of such a person, read Philippians 
3:7-10.  There you will see an anointed man  
totally committed and dedicated to the service of 

God, seeking passionately an ongoing relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

    Another essential thing is faith.  There must 
be faith, an unwavering confidence in the prom-
ise of God as declared by the prophet in Joel 
2:28.  According to Acts 2:16, the Apostle Peter 
said of the anointing he had received on the day 
of Pentecost, “But this is that which was spoken 
by the Prophet Joel.” In view of Apostle Peter’s 
testimony, it should not be difficult for believers to 
accept and receive the anointing.

    Also, the Church (the body of believers) needs 
to divest itself of the unnecessary baggage it has 
been carrying. The excess baggage is some of 
it’s obsolete traditions of the past: The way things 
were done years ago, church orientation, dogma, 
denominationalism and the preconceived notions 
of God that put Him in a specific mold.  By ridding 
itself of excess baggage, the Church will allow 
God the opportunity to take the blinding spiritual 
cataracts from it’s eyes, melt them by the Holy 
Spirit so that the Church may be able to see  
spiritually as never before and launch out into  
fulfilling THE GREAT COMMISSION (Matthew 
28:19, 20).  Then, God can begin to give us 
experience, not just head knowledge – not just 
blessing, but the ANOINTING with POWER to 
effectively continue the ministry of Jesus until He 
returns.

Philippians 3:7-10
But what things were gain to me, 

those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Christ, And be found 
in him, not having mine own righ-
teousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of 

Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith: That I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his 
death.
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“For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them” (Ephesians 2:10).

    If we are not living Godly lives, we can quote 
the Bible from one end to the other, but we will 
still never make an effective witness for what 
Christ can do.

    Christ came that we might have life, and that 
we may have it more abundantly (John 10:10). 
How abundant is your life in Christ? Is it so abun-
dant that, like the disciples of old, we will sponta-
neously rejoice and shout for joy at the very sight 
of Him? If not, where does the fault lie?

 “And they overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testi-
mony, and they did not love their lives to 
the death” (Revelation 12:11 nkjv).

    Our life in Jesus and the underlying promise 
of eternal life is only possible through the blood 
sacrifice of Jesus, who died for us while we were 
yet sinners (Romans 5:8). It is that reinvented life 
in Jesus that becomes the word of our testimony.  

And it is the constant renewal of life through 
Jesus and hope of life everlasting that takes us 

beyond the worry of the physical nature of this 
life.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service. And 
do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God” (Romans 12:1-2 nkjv).

    It is that transformation, that renewing of our 
mind, that makes it possible for us to be a liv-
ing, holy witness to the perfect will of God in our 
lives.

Pastor Wes Higgins, Celebration Church of God/West Meadow 
Ministries, All Scripture is taken from the New King James 
Version. c Wesley C. Higgins 11-26-2009. All rights reserved.

One of the biggest problems of the mod-
ern church is a lack of witnessing.  It is much 
easier for us to stay within our comfort zone, 
than it is to go out and share our love and pas-
sion for God with others.  While our lives should 
reflect the nature of our relationship with God, 
they often do not.  In my own life, this has been 
mostly due to an effort to not offend anyone or 
to be “politically correct.”  While I do believe that 
it is important not to witness in a way that turns 
people away completely, we can’t let that get in 
the way of saying what God wants us to say.

So, my question to you today is, “Does 
God want us to be politically correct?”  Is it good 
enough for us to live a righteous life if we are not 
leading others to salvation?  I don’t believe that 
it is, and I think that the Bible clearly tells us that 
leading others to salvation is vital.  Jesus told us 
in Matthew 22:37-39 (esv) that:

“...You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.  This is the 
great and first commandment.  And a 
second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

I think that most of us came to salvation 
in an effort to improve our lives by seeking out 
God’s plan for us.  If we loved ourselves enough 
to make this life altering decision in order to 
improve our lives and bring us eternal salvation, 
shouldn’t we want to help others to make this 
decision too?  If we truly love our neighbor as 
ourselves, I believe we ought to do everything in 
our power to help others partake in a relationship 
with God in order to enrich their lives today and 
also to provide the opportunity for salvation that 
we have been promised.

I don’t think that the problem is that we 
don’t want the best for others, but that we are 
afraid of the risks that we will have to take.  As 
Christians, we often surround ourselves with 
other believers; and to become an effective wit-
ness, we will have to step outside of that inner 

circle.  The older I get, the more I see the ben-
efits of a strong church body and other Christian 
friends to encourage us and keep us account-
able, but I think that we need to take a step 
outside of our circle sometimes.  Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 28:19 (esv) to, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations.”  While He may have 
been speaking of witnessing on a larger scale in 
this context, I think that the message still applies 
to us.  We need to be sharing the gospel in our 
communities and to others that may do things a 
little bit differently than we do.

The challenge for us once we decide to 
take on our calling and lead others to a relation-
ship with God, is to not get ourselves caught 
up in the world that we are out there trying to 
change.  We will be tested.  The old saying, “You 
are what you eat,” can be applied here.  When 
exposing ourselves to the world we need to be 
careful not to embrace all the ways of the people 
that we associate with.  This means that we need 
to strengthen our relationship with God and ask 
Him to give us wisdom and discernment.  Jesus 
promised us this wisdom in John 8:31, 32 (esv).  
The passage states that, “...If you abide in my 
word you are truly my disciples, and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  What a 
great promise this is!  It is vitally important for us 
to remember to do our part as well.  We need to 
dig deeply into the word of God and strive to grow 
closer to God and each other, every day.

As we enter a new year, I want to chal-
lenge each and every one of us to become a bet-
ter witness.  With God’s help, we can learn how 
to relate to people from people that do things a 
little bit differently than we do.  Who knows, we 
might just learn a thing or two from witnessing to 
individuals from different backgrounds than us.  
God promised us He would grant us the ability to 
know the truth if we “abide in His word.”  Are we 
up to the challenge?

Daniel is a social worker for the Missouri Division of Youth 
Services and lives with his family in Springfield, MO.
These scriptures are from the English Standard Version.

  Modern Day Disciples
 
 By Daniel Riggs

The Impossible: God Cannot Change

To have a friend like God is like nothing else;
He is all in all, and most of all,
He is the One and Only Lord.

Sometimes, friends may let you down,
But God is always around,

In hard times, when you see no way out,
And in good times when you can laugh and shout.

God is good, not only for the good times;
Call upon Him and rejoice in hardship too;

For He will bring you through,
That you may know, that your

Circumstances may change,
But God remains the same yesterday,

Today and tomorrow.

The Impossible: God Cannot Change is one of the many inspirational poems complied in the book, Authentic Poems by Dwight James. Dwight is a member of 

the Church of God 7th Day and currently resides in Brooklyn, New York with his wife, Denise, and daughter, Clairissa.
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“For the equipping of the saints for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, till we all come to the unity 
of the faith and the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that 
we should no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
in the cunning craftiness by which they lie 
in wait to deceive, but, speaking the truth 
in love, may grow up in all things into 
Him who is the head Christ from whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together 
by what every joint supplies, according 
to the effective working by which every 
part does its share, causes growth of 
the body for the edifying of itself in love” 
(Ephesians 4:12-16 nkjv).

    Just as individuals have gifts differing from 
one another, so do differing organizations within 
the body of Christ have different gifts to offer 
the world. Paul went to some length telling the 
Corinthians that:

“There are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. There are differences of min-
istries, but the same Lord. And there are 
diversities of activities, but it is the same 
God who works all in all” 
(I Corinthians 12:4-6 nkjv).

    Paul warned not to be ignorant concerning the 
diversities of administrations we find within the 
body of Christ. He gave two broad guidelines we 
can use in judging whether God is working in the 
lives of others:

“...no one, speaking by the Spirit of God, 
calls Jesus accursed, and no one can 
say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 
Spirit” (I Corinthians 12:3).

    Jesus pointed this understanding out to His 
disciples when John complained about some-
one who “does not follow with us” was casting 
out demons in Jesus’s name. Jesus’s reaction 
was, “He who is not against us is on our side” 
(Luke 9:49-50). Is it such a hard concept for 
us to understand, then, when someone doesn’t 
believe exactly like us, when he doesn’t attend 
our church, doesn’t “follow with us,” that maybe 
we can still accept him as being “on our side?”

    OK, the church’s job, then, is to help you and 
me do the job that God has called us to do the 
job of witnessing “to the ends of the earth.”   How 
are we doing? 

“For I say, through the grace given to 
me, to everyone who is among you, not 
to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, as 
God has dealt to each one a measure 
of faith. For as we have many members 
in one body, but all the members do not 
have the same function, so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and indi-
vidually members of one another. Having 
then gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, let us use them...with 
cheerfulness” (Romans 12:3-8 nkjv).

    Luke records a very remarkable witnessing 
to Jesus’s “messiah-ship.” In Luke 19 we find 
Jesus entering Jerusalem riding on a colt. As He 
entered, people began spreading their clothes on 
the road before Him. His followers began rejoic-
ing and shouting praise to God for His mighty 
works. When the Pharisees complained to Jesus 
about what His disciples were saying, He told 
them, “If these should keep silent, the stones 
themselves would cry out” (Luke 19:40 nkjv). In 
saying this, Jesus tells us just how important our 
witness is. If we won’t do it, God will find some-
body else who will.

    So what do we do? Do we all get out our soap 
boxes and stand on the street corner shouting, 
“Repent, the end is near?” Not necessarily, unless 
that is your gift. The first and foremost witness 
we can give is the example we set for everyone 
around us, as we live our lives in Christ.

    Over the last few years our ministry has pur-
posed to provide our congregation with a theme 
for the year.  One year, our theme was “Grow.”  
This particular focal point was derived from our 
purpose as a church to bring people into the Body 
of Christ and develop them to Christ-like maturity.  
But what does it mean to grow?  The American 
Heritage dictionary gives several definitions.  To 
grow means, “to increase in size by a natural 
process; to expand; to develop and reach matu-
rity.” Considering the three definitions, growth is 
normal and growth is expected.  The process of 
growth is normal to all living things.  In the natu-
ral, when things stop growing they die.  Likewise, 
in the spiritual.

    Apostle Peter admonished the saints:

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
To him be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen”  2 Peter 3:18.

Peter exhorts the saints to develop and reach 
maturity in grace and the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  Enlarge in grace; 
enlarge in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.  
Continue developing, continue maturing.

    In the plant world, there are typically four 
elements needed for something to grow:  soil, 
water, light and seed.  Using the plant world as 
an example, we need similar factors in order to 
grow spiritually.  Let’s take a look.

Soil

    The soil is your heart.  In Luke 8:5-15, the 

sower went forth to sow 
and he encountered four 
different types of ground:  
the wayside, rocky, 
thorny ground and good ground.  The wayside, 
rocky and thorny grounds were not suitable for 
lasting growth.  In order to be good ground, the 
ground has to be broken up, made pliable and 
able to take in the seed.  It has to be cultivated 
even after the seed is planted to keep from get-
ting hardened and tough.  Nothing can grow if our 
hearts are hard and stony.  Our hearts must be 
open and prepared.  What type of soil are you?

Water

    I would liken water to our connection to the 
Body of Christ and God’s gifts to the church.  In  
1 Corinthians 3:6, Paul noted:

“I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase.”

Connection to the Body is a critical element for 
growth.  Someone plants, someone else waters.  
In most cases, isolation brings death.  In John 
15:1, 4, 5, Jesus said:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the husbandman…  Abide in me, and I 
in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me.  I 
am the vine, ye are the branches:  He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me 
ye can do nothing.”

What It Takes to Grow
By Jonathan M. Carson, Sr.
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heir of righteousness; Abraham, God’s friend and 
Sarah his wife, who judged God faithful. The list 
goes on: Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab... 

“And what more shall I say? For the 
time would fail me to tell of Gideon and 
Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of 
David and Samuel and the prophets: who 
through faith subdued kingdoms, worked 
righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, became valiant in battle, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens. Women 
received their dead raised to life again. 
And others were tortured, not accept-
ing deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better resurrection. Still others had trial 
of mockings and scourgings, yes, and 
of chains and imprisonment. They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth. And all 
these (have) obtained a good testimony 
through faith” (Hebrews 11:32-39 nkjv).

    And the New Testament account adds many 
more individual witnesses who are all members 
of the body of Christ. The body of Christ is the 
church (Colossians 1:24), of which we are all 
“members individually” (I Corinthians 12:27).

    As noted, the church can collectively witness, 
but that is not it’s main function. The main function 
of the organized church is to give support to the 
individual witnesses. The first and foremost sup-
port comes from the shared love of the brethren. 
“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another” (John 13:35 nkjv). 
That shared love of the brethren is the bond that 
holds the organized church together and gives it 
its function.

  As Paul told the Ephesians, there is one body 
but there are different gifts and administrations. 
It behooves us to;

“...walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called, with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing 
with one another in love, endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Ephesians 4:1b-3 nkjv).

As we have different gifts and are in different 
organizations of the body, Paul reminds us that 
we are all led by one spirit, “called in one hope”, 
through “one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all” (See Ephesians 4:1-6 
nkjv).

    Paul goes on to talk about the duties of the 
various organized churches. Verse 11: “And 
He Himself gave some apostles” notice: it’s not 
just one apostle, or one evangelist or one pas-
tor. God Himself gives to the various organized 
churches all the teachers they need to do the job 
that the church is called to do. Beginning in verse 
12 of Ephesians 4, Paul described that the job of 
the church is not witnessing, but the equipping of 
the witnesses.

The Church is the Body of Christ.  In order to 
grow we need to be connected and stay con-
nected.  In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul writes:

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ:”

    God has given us the ministry gifts to develop 
us to spiritual maturity.  We need each other.  
That is why membership and fellowship in a local 
congregation is so important if you want to grow.  
It is in the local congregation that you learn how 
to pray and fast, love and forgive, serve and 
reach out.  And there you will also get plenty of 
opportunities to practice what you learn.

Light

    Light corresponds to love.  God is love and 
God is light.  But does the love of God shine 
through us?  Without love, we are in darkness.  

“This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.  If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: but if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin”   
I John 1:5-7.

There is no growth in a place where there is no 
love.  Love must be in your heart, and in the 
congregation.

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love 
is of God; and every one that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God.  He that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is 
love” I John 4:7, 8.

As in the natural, water and light must work 
together to promote natural growth, so spiritual 
growth results when we co-labor in fellowship 
and love.

Seed

    We can have soil, water and light, but without 
the seed, there is nothing to grow.  In this anal-
ogy, the seed is the Word of God.  It is vital to 
growth.  You can have the other elements, but 
if the seed of the Word of God is not sown in 
your heart, nothing happens.  It is vital that we 
understand the importance of the Word and also 
value the Word.  It is through the Word that we 
have faith.

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” Romans 
10:17.

And we know that without faith it is impossible 
to please God.  In Deuteronomy 8:3, Moses told 
Israel that God had humbled them and suffered 
them to hunger, fed them with manna so that He 
would make them know that, 

“… man doth not live by bread only, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the lord doth man live.”

We must understand that the Gospel contains 
both the person of Christ and the principles of 
Christ.  The person of Jesus creates our redemp-
tion, justification and peace.  The principles cre-
ate our prosperity.  The person of Jesus prepares 
us for eternity while the principles of Jesus pre-
pare us for earth.
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    Have you ever won-
dered what your job as a 
Christian is?

    Some one may say, “My job is to sweep the 
church after services,” or “My job is to mow the 
church’s lawn”, or “To serve coffee and cookies 
at the church socials.” These are duties that need 
to be done, imposed on us by ourselves or by  
others, but these are jobs anyone can do even 
non-Christians.

    God has a job for every Christian He calls. It is 
the same job, to be carried out in as many differ-
ent ways as there are individuals to do it. What 
is that job? “You shall be witness to Me (Jesus 
Christ)...to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8 nkjv).

    This job we have to do is the very reason the 
gift of the Holy Spirit was given (See Acts 1:8 and 
Luke 24:48-49). Notice in Peter’s words it was 
not just the job of the 120 who were assembled 
for that first Pentecost: 

“For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are far off, as 
many as the Lord our God will call”  
(Acts 2:39 nkjv).

Has God called you? Then the job is yours.

    As Peter infers, God’s calling is a very personal 
calling. So personal that the Father doesn’t even 
leave it for the Son to do, but does it Himself. As 
Jesus says, “...Therefore I have said to you that 
no one can come to Me unless it is granted to him 
by My Father” (John 6:65 nkjv). The realization of 
what this says is staggering that the great God, 
the creator and sustainer of all that exists, looked 
down from His throne in Heaven and chose you 
and me to have a relationship with Him through 
Jesus Christ, this is absolutely astounding! Every 
day we wake and walk and have life, we should 
count how blessed we are that God has chosen 
us. By God’s grace we have been given direct 
access to Him any time, night or day. All our 
cares, anxieties, and our requests, we are to 
make known to Him, and He promises not only 
to hear us but to guard us and bring us peace, for 
the scripture says, “He cares for you” (I Peter 5:7 
and Philippians 4:6-7).

    There are those who consider the job of  
witnessing for Christ to be the job of the church 
as a group, that all that the individual has to do is 
to pay and pray. Granted, there are mass media 
types of activities that require groups, churches 
and even groups of churches to support and 
fund. One example of a church group activity 
such as this was when the church at Antioch 
sent Saul and Barnabas out on a mission (Acts 
13:1-5). The church sanctioned, commissioned 
and funded them. Another example is mass 
worldwide Bible distribution. Groups such as the 
Gideon’s International have put out millions of 
Bibles. No one person or no one church could 
accomplish what they have done. But at no time 
should we rely on the church to do our job of  
witnessing.

    Starting with Genesis, take a walk through the 
Bible. You will find over and over again that it is 
the individual whose personal faith in God has 
produced a witness for God: Righteous Abel; 
Enoch, whose testimony pleased God; Noah, the 

A Living Witness
By Wes Higgins

    The Word of God has the solution to every 
problem in our lives.  For example, if you are sick, 
the Word says:

“He sent his word and healed them, and 
delivered them from their destructions”  
Psalm 107:20.

If you need provision, the Word says,

“But thou shalt remember the Lord thy 
God: for it is he that giveth thee power to 
get wealth, that he may establish his cov-
enant which he sware unto thy fathers, as 
it is this day” Deuteronomy 8:18.

If you are looking for success, the Word says,

“This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success” Joshua 1:8.

If you need emotional and mental healing, the 
Word says,

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee” Isaiah 26:3.

The Holy Spirit will use the Word of God as 
an instrument of change in your life.  Growth 
requires change.  Obedience to the Word of 
God will determine your rate of growth and suc-
cess.  Here are some keys to growing through 
the Word.

1. Value the Word.  Read the Scriptures daily. 
Make it a priority.  Ask God for understanding 
of the Scriptures through the Holy Spirit.

2. Regularly memorize Scripture.

3. Meditate on the Word and its principles.

4. Speak and do what the Word says to do.

5. Share with others what you learn from the 
Word.

6. Use every opportunity you can to get more 
of the Word:
  Attend Sabbath School.
  Attend Sabbath worship services.
  Attend a Bible Study, or start your own 
  in-home Bible study (small group).

7. Take notes during the message and  
listen to sermons and teaching on CDs and 
tapes.

    Are you ready to grow?  Are you willing to use 
the seven keys listed above?  I encourage you 
to take your Bible and treasure it as if your life 
depends on it.  Remember that ignorance, unbe-
lief, disobedience, and failure to use the Word, 
are weapons the enemy can use against you.

    If your heart is prepared, you are connected to 
a good Bible-teaching, believing and loving con-
gregation, and you become a hearer and a doer 
of the Word, you will grow–guaranteed!

Jonathan M. Carson, Sr. was installed as the Senior Pastor of 
Shiloh Church of God 7h Day, Hyattsville, MD in May 2008.  
Pastor Jon lives in Mitchellville, MD with his wife, Marjorie, and 
his young adult children, Jonathan, Jr. and Danae.

The person of 
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prepare us for 

earth.
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Greetings brethren!

This month, I gave the challenge to the writers to write about “Committing the 
Day to the Lord” as a subject...giving them the choice of either letter of the law 
or the spirit. The Sabbath commandment, written in stone by God and given to 
Moses, carried through the wilderness in the Ark of the Covenant, is the letter of the law, and very 
important. That doesn’t mean we should leave out the spirit of the law. Do we live each day for God, 
or do we keep the letter of the Sabbath law without keeping the spirit of the law? The Pharisees were 
chastised for this, Jesus said they SHOULD keep the letter of the law, but should ALSO keep the spirit 
of the law.

The articles for this month were built around the spirit of the law, committing our daily lives to the 
Lord. The topic of the weekly Sabbath and the letter of the law was not discussed in any of the articles 
for this issue, so it is open for another issue down the road (any volunteers?), but we did get some great 
articles on the spirit of the law.

Samuel Carson in his article “Anointing,” writes about the importance of anointing people on a regu-
lar basis for a variety of reasons: healing, to set aside for ministry, to receive a blessing, or anointing 
objects to dedicate them to the Lord.

“Witness” by Wes Higgins talks about the need to go out and get in the fields. We need to be actively 
seeking new converts either by personally witnessing or supporting ministries that are in the fields. We 
also need to use our gifts for the benefit of those around us as a public living witness.

Jonathan Carson wrote an article called “What it Takes to Grow” where he outlines the deliberate steps 
we need to take in our lives to bring about the change God expects and desires from us as Christians.

“Getting Past Your ‘Self’” was written by Aaron Henderson and shows how our “self” can get in the 
way of our personal relationships with God and His ability to work in us. It is our “self” that is our main 
downfall, not the people or events around us.

Sister Hutchinson writes an encouraging letter titled “It’s Not Over Until the Choir Sings” to remind us 
that we have been given time to do God’s will every day we wake up and we need to make the most of 
that time.

Overall, a great set of articles and I gained a lot from them. I hope that you take these thoughts and 
apply them to your life as you make a personal commitment to follow Christ. Commit the day to God 
and you will find Him working more and more in your lives. Thank you for your support and may God 
bless you with this month’s ACTS magazine.

Craig Moore, Editor ACTS Magazine

LIFE’S EXPERIENCES 

‘It’s not over until the Choir sings.’
          By Sister Bernie Hutchinson

    Funny, how when we were teenagers we always 
viewed anyone over the age of twenty as ‘Old,’ 
and not to mention those who were thirty and up, 
they were ‘Ancient.’   But strangely enough as we 
approach those years, the numbers don’t seem to 
be old or ancient anymore, especially if we are still 
able to accomplish the same tasks as before. Oh 
yes, other people are old, not us!  Sometimes we 
feel we will live forever until suddenly one day we 
experience the bitter sting of death when we lose a 
loved one.

    My first experience was at the fresh age of 16 
when suddenly I received the sad news that a very 
close and dear school-mate and friend had died.  
It was a wake-up call for our circle of friends.  We  
suddenly realized that death happens.  WE ARE 
GOING TO DIE!!!  Yes, we knew that we would 
die one day when we are perhaps over 90 years 
old, but in our young and innocent minds how dare 
it happen to anyone that we knew so closely.  Our  
circle grieved for a very long time.  When a member 
of our group would accidently mention the name of 
the deceased, there would be a hush that could be 
heard, which would trigger another member of our 
group to chirp up with a joke which always went flat 
in the attempt.

    A couple of years later another two friends died 
in a car accident whilst travelling home one night.  
That was another blow.  But this time it didn’t take 
as long to accept this loss as the first. Could it be 
the fact that we somehow were beginning to accept 
the unaccepted/unexpected?  After that it was quiet 
for a while.  Our circle of friends was now getting 
married, and as the years went on it seemed that 
we were always attending weddings, baby show-
ers, school functions, and so on.  Everyone had 
now grown up and some had slowly either moved 
away or drifted apart.  Life goes on.

    During a recent conversation, I asked a 
dear friend, - ‘Have you noticed what`s happen-
ing?’ – ‘The wedding invitations are few and far 
between, but the funeral notices many and often. `  

It seems like the boom of the Baby-Boomers have 
subsided.

This is the time when Christians begin to realize 
we are drawing closer to the promised age–three 
score and ten,-70.  This is the max that God 
has given to us, realizing that any years over and 
above, is only because of good health and reason 
of strength.  There is so little time left, and there is 
so much more to accomplish.  And so, we begin 
to watch our health closely, hold back on sodium, 
exercise, drink more water, and take our vitamins 
religiously.  Whatever it takes (within reason) to 
maintain our health we will endeavour to do it.    
Next we take a stock of the clothes closet.  There 
are so many things that just doesn’t fit, or fit right 
anymore.  Somehow the diet plan(s) had gone into 
oblivion.  And why we kept them is beyond us.

    Yes!  We are cleaning house spiritually and  
temporarily.  And so, during this time of house-
cleaning, we realize somewhat melancholically 
there are more years behind us than what is in front.  
And now, it’s time to step back and review our life.  
It’s time to have a conversation with ourselves.  It’s 
time to clean the inside of the house, especially the 
closets.   It’s question and answer time: How many 
years left before He calls me home?  Have I done 
my best for Him?  Have I given Him my all, my 
everything?  Have I emptied my soul in doing His 
will?  Have I exhausted my body in doing His ser-
vices?  Am I doing enough for Him?  Have I walked 
the talk?  Is there time for me to do anymore?

This is not the time to panic.  God didn`t give us 
the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and a 
sound mind (2nd Timothy 1: 7).  As we wake up to 
each new day, just inhale and remember–the choir 
hasn`t sung as yet.  We have time, until the choir 
sings.  It’s just not over until `The Choir Sings.’

Evangelist Hutchinson is a member of the Remnant Tabernacle 
Church of God 7th Day, Toronto, Canada.
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2009 Obituaries

Cora Dimple Stewert
daughter of John and Cora Presler

born August 11, 1923 in Shaw, Colorodo
died January 5, 2009 in Kuna, Idaho

George Efren Solis
son of George Santos and Christine Solis
born July 21, 1930 at Gold Hill, California

died May 8, 2009 at his home in Caldwell, Idaho

Kurt Kayner
died Sept. 9, 2009 with complications during surgery.  
Kurt is buried in Alford Cemetery Harrisburg, Oregon.

He is missed terribly. He loved Camp Meeting so much and all those there.  
Camp Meeting was always one of his favorite places to go.

Dale F. Burnham
son of F. Mark and Nettie Burnham

born July 10, 1941 in Bremerton, Washington
died October 20, 2009 in Washougal, Washington

Elvina Lenora Palmer
daughter of Alonzo and Nora Dowers

born December 29, 1922 in Elie, Nebraska
died November 10, 2009 in Boise, Idaho
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The Lord’s Supper Service 
will be after sundown 

on April 29th, 2010.
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Camp Meeting Dates for 
2010 

is 
June 28th - July 3rd

at the Camp Grounds in 
Meridian, ID

Hope to see everyone 
there!
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(seventh) day inC.
1827 West 3rd st
Meridian id  83646-1653

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Organization
PAID

Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

Contact us: by Mail         Phone  (208) 888-3380        E-mail  adminasst@cogpublishing.org  
       or    Website:  www.actsforgod.org 

ACTS  
AdvocAting christ the sAvior
JAnuAry 2010

General CounCil 2009 Camp meetinG 
Order Your 2009 Camp Meeting CD’s, DVD’s or cassettes now!

   Paul Woods     Being a Godly People—“Sanctification”
   6-29-09
   Ralph Orton     Things They Say I Shouldn’t Say
   6-30-09
   Roger Boone     Being a Godly People  
   7-1-09
   Wesley Higgins     Godly People of God
   7-2-09
   Tom Kendrick     Judgment Day & That Word “Sin”
   7-3-09
   Tom Roberts     The Coming Marriage of Christ to His Church
   7-4-09
   Samuel Carson     Being a Holy People
   7-4-09

 On CD Only:  Seminar’s & 2009 Camp Meeting Music Specials
    Financial--Seminar    Tom Kendrick
         7-1-09
    Ready to Give an Answer--Seminar David Kauer   
         7-2-09

 On DVD Only:  2009 Children’s Presentation 
     & Youth Service-Craig Moore
 Also:On DVD Only:  The Pictures of Camp Meeting 2009
    242 pictures taken during this year’s Camp Meeting

	 	 Committing 
 the Day to goD !
	

	 	 A	Living	Witness		
	 	 PAge	4

	 	 getting	PAst	Your	‘seLf’		
	 	 PAge	8




