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Let’s Connect!
Would you like to join the Prayer and Information Chain? 

How about working with a coordinator for contacting people who request  
information on Sabbath information for their local area?

Do you have a prayer request or desire Sabbath Information?

Contact us with your name and email address or phone number, with your request 
or which list you would like to be added to: Then as these requests come to our 
attention we will contact the list of people which would like to pray for and 
uphold these requests or the coordinator that will contact those who are willing 
to share information with new contacts in their area.  And yes, we will send you 
updates as we get them.

Contact us now…
 Call the office at:  208-888-3380
 Email the office at:  adminasst@cogpublishing.org or Sherry@cogpublishing.org
 Visit our website at:  www.actsforgod.org   And send us your information at the 
    “Leave	 A	Comment” button located at the left side of the screen.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ!

I trust that today finds you walking in the way of the Lord, I find that the more I try to do His will, the 
harder it becomes, but be strong! A great reward awaits us at the end of our journey! His reward is 
greater than anything we can even imagine, and He always keeps His promises.

That brings us to the topic for this months issue: God’s Promises. I wanted to see which promises 
the writers would bring to the forefront of our memories: promises of protection, joy, eternity, bless-
ings through trials? There are literally thousands of promises in the Bible and each one tells us a 
little bit about the consequences of our actions, both good and bad.

Wendy brought out the promises in Isaiah, bringing to light the blessings that God promises 
through the trials that we go through in our lives. In Isaiah, we read that even though God had pro-
nounced a judgement upon Israel, He was still promising a blessing to them through the trials and 
His punishments.

Since the Lord’s Supper service is coming up, we also have an article by Roger Boone explaining 
the date for the service. Many Christians do not know how to figure the day, and even fewer know 
the history behind the date and it’s disputes, and Roger explains them both.

In his article God’s Promises, Paul Nandico talks about the true promises of God, not of health and 
wealth of this world...but the promises God has promised us that pertain to the spiritual side of life. 
He teaches us to look for those rewards and not anything that we can obtain from the people here 
on Earth.

God’s promises are still in tact and we can hold to them today. Let’s focus on what we can do for 
God and the spiritual rewards He has promised. God never lies, and He is not slack concerning His 
promises. 

Thanks to everyone who has written in and expressed thoughts about our articles, we appreciate 
your input! Each time you share with us, we understand how to better serve you with our topics, as 
well as address concerns or correct our mistakes. Thanks!

Craig Moore, 
Editor, ACTS Magazine

Counting the Cost
General CounCil ChurChes of God

Annual Camp Meeting
Meridian, ID

June 28th-July 3rd, 2010

Photo--courtesy of Evan Wiggs from:  www.evanwiggs.com 
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God’s Promises For Hard Times
By Wendy Carver

“THE MANTLE”
By Evangelist Bernadette Hutchinson,

A mantle is a loose sleeveless cloak, which is 
used to cover or obscure.

Many of the Prophets of old wore a mantle.  The 
mantle was a very important garment.  It was 
used as a cloak, as well as to demonstrate pro-
phetic signs (1 Samuel 15: 27).

The prophet Samuel wore a mantle.  After the 
death of Samuel, when King Saul was no longer 
hearing from the Lord, he was desperate for 
direction.  In his desperation, he went to an out-
lawed necromancer (a witch living in Endor), to 
enquire into his future.  The form of the prophet 
Samuel rose up wearing a mantle, (1 Samuel 
28:3-14). Even then, in that God-forbidden situa-
tion, Samuel was recognized by his mantle—his 
spiritual garment.

Elijah the Tishbite used his mantle as a cloak, 
as well as to perform miracles.  His mantle per-
formed miracles even after his departure!

When Elijah was fearful and depressed, God told 
him to stand on the mount of God (Mount Horeb, 
- 1 Kings 19:8-13).  And as God spoke to him in 
the still small voice, Elijah wrapped his face in 
his mantle.  He was in the presence of the Lord 
and needed to cover his face.  Also, verses 14-16 
tell us that during this same conversation, God 
told Elijah to anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat to 
be a prophet in his place.  In other words, Elijah 
was to prepare Elisha to take over from him, 
to take up the mantle.  Continuing on, Verses 
19-21 again tell us the use of the mantle, when 
Elijah threw the mantle on Elisha, he allowed 
him to say farewell to his parents, for after that, 
there was no turning back.  He was in training to 
take up the mantle.  This is an example for the 
Believer—“once we take up our ministry with the 
Lord, there should be no turning back!”

Elijah used his mantle one last time before he 
was taken up.  The dividing of Jordan was his 
last prophetic sign before the mantle was left for 

Elisha (2 Kings 2:8).  Elijah dropped the mantle 
as he was ascending (2 Kings 2:13).  Elisha`s 
keenness, diligence, and persistence paid off.   
He kept his eyes keenly on his master, and spot-
ted the chariot and the horsemen immediately as 
they arrived (2 Kings 2: 11 & 12).  As servants 
of God we are encouraged to keep our eyes 
on the prize ahead.  We note that although the 
sons of the prophets was taunting him about the 
departure of his master Elijah, Elisha never once 
left the presence of his master, or took his eyes 
off of him.

Elisha earned the mantle.  The same mantle 
that was used to ordain Elisha (1 Kings 19: 19) 
into the ministry, now belonged to him.  It was 
his to use accordingly.  As soon as Elisha picked 
up the mantle, his prophetic ministry began.  He 
needed to cross back over the Jordan so, he 
used the mantle.  Elisha smote the waters of 
Jordan and called on the Lord God of his master 
Elijah. (2 Kings 2: 14b), and the waters parted 
just as they had done for Elijah.  The power 
of God was working in the same mantle.  The 
power in the mantle did not leave with Elijah; he 
would not need the mantle where he was going.  
But his servant would!

Today, there is no need for us to wear a temporal 
mantle to signify that we are a child of God.  Our 
mantle is our heart.  Our heart must be pure, and 
our garment must be white.  The purity inside 
must be visible outside.  Joel 2: 13 says we are to 
rend the heart, not the garment.  Let us keep the 
MANTLE of the heart pure, spiritual, and power-
ful.  Like the above two prophets, there is power 
in our mantle.  We just have to believe!

One of my favorite books in the Bible is 
Isaiah, which coincidentally is the same book 
I first think of when I contemplate God’s prom-
ises. In general, Isaiah highlights the preclud-
ing events to Israel’s rise and fall, and then 
subsequent freedom. Isaiah also contains many 
prophecies concerning Christ, and the eventual 
spiritual freedom of Israel. Prophecies are essen-
tially promises from God. He says it will happen, 
how it will happen, and what will result from the 
instance, and then the event comes to pass. With 
this in mind, the book of Isaiah contains a lot of 
promises from God. 

 A reoccurring theme in Isaiah is blessing 
from tribulation. Judah was very ritualistic at this 
point, and most of the devout followers of God 
performed religious rituals to gain God’s favor. 
The Israelites were ingrained with the idea of 
God’s blessings being strictly separate from His 
punishments. Either one or the other could be 
brought on a person, but not both. Isaiah par-
ticularly seems to focus on God’s way of bringing 
forth good from every situation, even through 
judgment. 

 Isaiah was called as a prophet to lead 
the people to a new way of thinking about God. 
For instance, in Isaiah chapter one, most of the 
ritualistic ways of the devout were challenged as 
being insincere. However, rather than being rep-
rimanding, the realization of a lack in the current 
rituals was actually an invitation to something 
much better. 

Isaiah 1:16-20, KJV:

Wash ye, make you clean; put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes: Cease to do evil; 

Learn to do well, seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the father-
less, and plead for the widow.

Come now and let us reason togeth-
er, saith the Lord: though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land: 

But if you refuse and rebel, ye shall 
be devoured by the sword: for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it.

 These verses have been quoted often, 
and are a message of hope. Many of the 
ritualistic ways of approaching God were being 
challenged, but a new way was presented. By 
approaching God with a sincere heart, rather 
than through obligation, the people were being 
invited into something much more beautiful than 
simply walking through a formal procedure. The 
imagery in verse 18 is a good symbol of the 
thought process of the Israelites. They knew all 
about ritualistic cleanliness to come before God 
or to sacrifice. But God is explaining to them the 
necessary internal renewal that they could not 
do themselves. Sin had made them unclean, but 
the condition of the heart was an odd concept at 
the time. Purity and sincerity was based on out-
ward piety. Verses 19 and 20 promise incredible 
rewards as the result of the inward purification.

 We should not look at these verses as 
simply a history lesson. Just as the Israelites had 
fallen into hypocritical rituals; each of us can also 
stray away from offering God sincere, heartfelt 
offerings. I know in my personal walk, sometimes 
falling into a routine can be all too easy. Apathy is 
one of the most dangerous things to let slip into 
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our personal relationships with God, and it allows 
mediocre or altogether meaningless actions to 
slip through as our only offering. But our God is 
not a mediocre god; He deserves heartfelt sacri-
fice, following not just the letter of the law, but the 
intent.

Isaiah 1:26-27, KJV:

And I will restore thy judges as at the first, 
and thy counselors as at the beginning: 
afterward thou shalt be called the city of 
righteousness, the faithful city.
Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteousness.

 Here is where Isaiah first introduces the 
concept of God bringing blessing from judgment. 
In this promise from God, Israel is told that God 
can, and will, bring them abundant blessings 
from persecution and judgment. Sometimes God 
teaches us things in the wilderness that we can-
not learn anywhere else. It is in the worst of times 
that God strips away all of our trappings and 
shows us nothing but Himself.

Throughout the book of Isaiah, Judah’s 
major sin seems to be pride. Throughout Chapter 
2, the vanity and pride of men is apparently their 
destructive quality. 

Isaiah 5:12b, KJV

…They regard not the work of the Lord, 
neither consider the operation of his 
hands.

 A fault of pride is overlooking God’s work. 
Judah was missing God’s attempts to draw His 
people closer to Him because they were too busy 
looking inward. In response to this self-infatua-
tion, God had to stifle Judah’s pride to focus them 
on Him.

Isaiah 5:15-16, KJV

15 And the mean man shall be brought 
down, and the mighty man shall be hum-
bled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be 
humbled: 16 But the LORD of hosts shall 
be exalted in judgment, and God that is 
holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.

Into the mess of vanity and pride that 
was Judah at the time, Isaiah is called to be a 
prophet. Isaiah himself was nothing particularly 
special, but his answer to the call is rather indica-
tive of why he was chosen as the prophet to 
God’s people.

Isaiah 6:1,5,8

In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw 
the Lord, sitting on a throne, high and 
lifted up, and His train filled the temple.
Then said I, “Woe is me! For I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I dwell in the midst of people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of Hosts.”
Also, I heard the voice of the Lord say-
ing, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” 
Then I said, “Here I am. Send me.”

 Isaiah’s process through this shortened 
synopsis is very telling of the kind of man he 
was. First, Isaiah sees the Lord, and in doing so, 
he sees himself as he truly is. Whatever pride he 
may have had is gone in the face of how he com-
pares to the Lord. He sees himself as unclean 
and unworthy of this privilege. However, when he 
hears of the need, he still volunteers himself. 

 God had many promises for Judah to 
show them through Isaiah’s predictions. The big-
gest promise God made to them was the coming 
Messiah. 

Isaiah 11:1-2, KJV

There shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of His roots: And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord.
v. 10
And in that day there shall be a root of 
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of 
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: 
and His rest shall be glorious.

Going Against The Grain
Hello to all!!

Shalom and peace from the Catch The Vision 2010 Church Conference (CTV) 
office in New York City .  CTV is an outreach ministry of In Him Ministries, 
a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization that assists the local Churches of God 
(7th Day) in many areas. Catch The Vision conferences serves to help local 
churches equip, enhance and enlighten youth and youth workers since 
2002.

We are expanding this years’ youth conference (July 1-5, 2010) in three 
areas while building on our youth platform.  We are adding three new  
special seminar tracks for pastors, married couples and musicians.  They 
will be called, Pastors Gathering, Celebrate Marriage and Music 
In Ministry.  Pastors Gathering will focus on equipping pastors, youth/
lay leaders on connecting with youth in their churches and reaching the 
postmodern student with relevant messages.  Celebrate Marriage will be 
a one-day marriage enrichment seminar (that mature singles can attend) 
to help build stronger existing marriages and better marriages before it 
begins. Music in Ministry is designed for praise and worship leaders and 
musicians.

With hundreds of delegates coming from across the country, the Caribbean 
and the world to attend this conference, we have many opportunities for 
evangelism and to invite the general public to these special General Session 
services and seminars.

Mark your calendar now to attend this conference!

To request additional information,  
just call toll free 1-866-284-9466,  

phone (718) 284-1097,  
go online at www.mtzioncog7.org  
or email gmonrose@yahoo.com.

Register today to attend Catch The Vision 2010
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 A different leader than Israel had ever 
had, the Messiah would rule by God’s standards, 
righteous, faithful, and unselfish. The Messiah 
would be a banner calling all the nations of the 
world to salvation. 

Isaiah 12, KJV

And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I 
will praise You: though Thou wast angry 
with me, Thine anger is turned away and 
Thou comfortest me. Behold God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song; He is also become my salvation. 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of salvation. And in that day 
shall ye say, praise the Lord, call upon 
His name, declare His doings among the 
people, make mention that His name is 
exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for He hath 
done marvelous things: This is known 
in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou 
inhabitants of Zion: for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee. 

 This passage was a hymn of comfort 
for Israel. The promise of deliverance after 
the judgment was given to keep Israel hopeful 
throughout it all. We now know that the coming 
of Jesus was more significant than Isaiah could 
have explained. There is no greater promise that 
God could give than the promise of the coming 
Messiah and what He would mean to the world.

Wendy Carver is a junior at the University of Missouri in 
Columbia, Missouri, majoring in Business. She interns for the 
Mustard Seed Fair Trade store, where she acts as the liaison 
to the Columbia Refugee Center working with refugees from all 
over the world. Her home church is the Marceline Church of God 
7th Day, where she serves on the local youth group and Midwest 
youth camp boards.

This article is written to try to explain some of 
the misunderstandings of the timing of the Lord’s 
Supper (Passover) and how it is calculated.  
This year it is later in the year than usual.  It 
was taught by the church in the past that you 
take the first new moon after the spring equinox 
to start counting to determine the date for the 
Passover (Lord’s Supper service). Keep in mind 
that Hebrew days start at sundown, not at 12:00 
a.m. like our calendar. You use an almanac to 
find the spring equinox, (which is at the time that 
the day and night are the closest to the same 
length).  Find the first visible new moon after that 
to start counting the days.  This year, 2010, the 
spring equinox will be April 14th at 8:29 a.m., 
which is after sunrise.  They wouldn’t have seen 
it until sundown of the 14th (which is the start of 
the 15th by Hebrew calculation) so sundown of 
the 15th of April (which is the 16th by Hebrew 
calculation) would be day one. After sundown of 
the 29th of April is 15 days.  After sundown of the 
28th is 14 days.

Some people keep it on the date Jesus instituted 
it, others keep it in correspondence to the day 
of the Passover. If you take it at the time Jesus 
instituted it, you would take it on the 14th day of 
Nisan or after sundown April 28th, or if you feel 
the emblems should be taken after his death you 
would take it April 29th after sunset (or the 15th 
day of Nisan).

Jesus replaced the lamb of Exodus 12 and was 
killed on the preparation day as told in Mark 
15:42-46 (which was a Wednesday of that year 
at about 3 p.m.). Jesus died for the remission of 
sins (our sins) so we honor him by observing it in 
memory of his death.
  
To attempt to clear up some misunderstand-
ing: look up the word Easter in the Americana 
Encyclopedia (1958 edition).  The history of 
Easter (which we are not trying to promote in any 
way) helps explain the dispute with the Passover 

because it historically corresponds to the timing 
of the Passover. The word Easter is derived from 
the Norse Astora or Eastre, meaning the festival 
of spring at the vernal equinox. The Americana 
Encyclopedia explains that the date for Easter 
was decided by the council of Nicea.  They decid-
ed that it must be a Sunday after the full moon 
following the vernal equinox.  This practice con-
tinued until at least 1582.  In recent times, it was 
changed to be the full moon nearest the vernal 
equinox by various groups attempting to make 
it less mobile.  Various Church of God churches 
have adopted this practice for the Lord’s Supper 
service and take the full moon closest to the 
spring equinox. to determine the date of their 
services.

The most important thing to keep in mind about 
the Lord’s Supper is that we give God and Jesus 
the honor they deserve and we need to exam-
ine ourselves to determine if we have the right 
attitude (I Corinthians 11:27,28). This is the real 
meaning and purpose of the Passover/Lord’s 
Supper service, and to make a continuous com-
mitment to keeping God’s commandments.

This article is for educational purposes; feel 
free to research further into the matter to gain a  
better understanding.

The Lord’s Supper (Passover) Services 

By Roger Boone

The Lord’s Supper Service 
will be after sundown  

on April 29th, 2010.

Maranatha College is now accepting students to enroll in their online 
classes at their new Moodle-based system online! We are very proud of 

our new system, it is more automated than our previous system,  
allowing students to sign up and start classes in a matter of minutes! 
We have been focusing on convenient Biblical education, so we don’t 

have semesters. You can take the courses in your spare time, going at 
your speed, taking as long as you want.

You can go to the website at www.maranathacollege.org to sign up for 
classes, browse the list, download an application, and get general col-
lege news. There are scholarship applications online for those in need 

of financial assistance. If you have any questions, you can contact us at 
admin@maranathacollege.org. 



“But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a 
more excellent way” I Corinthians 12:31.
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about it.  My girls literally sorrow when they dis-
appoint me.  This delights me as well.  How can I 
say such a thing?!  Well, I figure that if it sorrows 
them to disappoint me, then they’re learning a 
very valuable lesson – and can hopefully transfer 
those same desires and emotions to their rela-
tionship with their real Father – the One and Only 
Father.  And, if they can successfully do that, 
then I needn’t fear about them falling – because 
they will truly fear and respect Him – but more 
so – love Him – and want to serve Him because 
they love Him, and sorrow when they don’t fully 
show it.  So, this brings me perhaps the greatest 
comfort.

Just in case any were wondering, let’s recap a 
few of the things in the initial paragraphs of this 
article.  I mentioned that God promised us a life 
free of physical pain and suffering.  I’ll go one 
farther, He promised us one free of emotional 
pain and suffering as well.  How, after reading 
this article can I possibly say this?  I can say it 
because I have learned more than ever that what 
we should be focusing on is not this life – and 
what we can get from it – but our eternal life – 
and who we can take there with us.  Yes, He did 
promise us freedom from these things – but not 
here.  He didn’t promise us “Heaven on Earth”.  
Rather, He promised us an eternal life where we 
would be free from these things.  

By the way, what did God promise us?  I recom-
mend you read Galatians 5:22-23 about the fruits 
of the Spirit.  (Feel free to read the verses before 
it as well as those following, so you can keep it all 
in context, and contrast the fruits of the spirit with 
the works of the flesh.)  You may not get all of 
the fruits of the spirit, but if you are truly living for 

Him, you’ll get more and more of them.  After all, 
this is how we’re supposed to know who is truly 
of Him – not our wealth, or our health or even our 
happiness.  No – we’re supposed to know each 
other by our spirit.  We’re supposed to be able to 
test these.   And, then there are the gifts of the 
spirit.  Again, you won’t get all of these.  No one 
has ever had them all – except for Christ himself.  
But, we are to actually desire more of them – so 
I encourage you to read I Corinthians 12 (the 
whole chapter) and decide for yourself just what 
God’s Word says about them – and about desir-
ing more (i.e. vs. 31).  This, is what we’re sup-
posed to desire more of – not wealth, or health, 
or happiness.  True, God may give us these 
things.  And, if He does, you’d best be thankful 
for them.  But, dwell on the real things we are to 
desire – and we have a promise there.  They will 
come to us – to one degree or another.  None of 
us will likely get them all.  In fact, according to 
this passage, we’re not supposed to get them all.  
But, isn’t a life spent in pursuit of these gifts and 
fruits far greater than any invested in what the 
world considers prosperous?

  Romans 7:15-25
  John 9:3
  Matthew 6:24-25
  II Timothy 4:3-5
  James 1:25
  James 1:27
  Acts 2:44-45
  Acts 4:32
  I John 4:1-21

What are God’s promises?  What did He promise 
us?  Some would have you believe he promised 
us a life full of freedom – freedom from pain and 
suffering.  Some would have you believe He 
promised us a life full of earthly rewards.  Some 
would have you believe that God wants you to 
have a life full of happiness.  And, some would 
have you believe He promised us a life full of all 
that our hearts desired.

I would like to be able to write you and say that 
He did make such promises.  And, in short, He 
did.  He promised us a life full of freedom.  He 
promised us a life without suffering and pain.  He 
promised us a life full of rewards.  He promised 
us a life full of all that our hearts desire – includ-
ing happiness.

Before I lose any who might hesitate to read any 
farther because you have not been blessed in 
one or seemingly any of these ways, please read 
on.

In our spiritual walk, we once met with a group 
of brethren who believed – believed with all 
their hearts – that if we served God, and lived 
a sinless life, we would have all that our hearts 
desired.  Well, we would at least have all of our 
needs met.  And, we would be free of physical 
illnesses.  After a severe illness struck me, and I 
failed to be miraculously healed, I spoke with one 
of the sisters from that congregation.  I asked her 
if her spiritual walk had been hurt because she 
thought that her prayers had not been answered, 
as I had not been healed.  Indeed, my perception 
had been right.  The lack of physical healing in 
my body did not just cause her to question my 
spirituality – but her own as well.  

There is another thing mentioned in that last 
paragraph – a sinless life.  The longer I live, the 
more I’m convinced that there is no such person.  
Don’t get me wrong.  It is a goal we are to have 
– but if even Paul did not consider himself to 

live such a life, how can any of us expect to do 
so.  Still, just as he strove to hit the mark (but 
missed), so too should we strive. 

Along these lines, I still recall a visit from the pas-
tor from that congregation.  I was in the hospital 
in a large city.  That city was far enough from 
home that it made visits – shall we say “incon-
venient”.  I was there for an extended time, and 
many knew I was there, but still, for the most part, 
I was alone.  In fact, due to weather and conflict 
at home, I was often without visitors.  (Well, also 
due to a simple fact that we do not tend to visit 
others as we should – leaving that to the pastor 
to do – instead of sharing that responsibility and 
“burden” among ourselves.  But, that is a good 
lesson for another time.)  So, a visit by this pas-
tor, and a trainee of his, was especially welcomed 
– or would have been, had his message not had 
the opposite effect of encouraging.  You see, this 
particular pastor had the view that it was a sin in 
my life – perhaps one I did not even know I had 
– which was causing my illness.  He even went 
on farther, later, to attempt to blame it on a sin of 
someone else, perhaps my parents.  The more 
I live with it though, the more I’m convinced this 
disease is similar to the one which afflicted the 
person of whom Christ stated “neither hath this 
man sinned, nor his parents, but that the works 
of God should be made manifest in him”   I’m not 
saying that Christ’s glory is necessarily going to 
be seen through my healing.  That might occur.  
But, what IS being seen – regardless, is that we, 
as Christians, can live with diseases – all dis-
eases, and afflictions, and win others to Christ.  

At one point they even thought I might have had 
AIDS.  Most would have thought “how?!”  Not us, 
both my wife and I realized that it could be com-
municated in other ways than the ordinary paths 
(none of which have I ever participated).  And, we 
knew that if God had a message He wanted me 
to convey to that particular group of people, then 
blessing me with that disease would not be out of 

God’s Promises
By Paul Nandico
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His reach.  As it was, AIDS was ruled out, but the 
prognosis has not been much brighter.  Yet, just 
as I’m sure it is with that disease, there are many 
with this one who simply do not believe in God 
anymore – or who have been told things similar 
to what our pastor did – and so they simply gave 
up – either on the church, or on God.  I’ve been 
able to reach some of them – and I’m sure they 
would not have even opened up the door to me if 
I was an “ordinary preacher.”

Oh, I did contact two other brethren I knew, from 
when we all lived in another state.  One of these 
brethren said he’d try to visit.  (We’d learned long 
ago this typically meant that it would not occur 
– and it didn’t.)  The other said that he would 
not visit.  He did say though that if I should die 
he wanted to be told.  Imagine the comfort that 
statement brought.  Then, add to that the comfort 
which came from the pastor’s comments.  And, 
finally, there were the doctors, who, after not 
being able to figure anything out – eventually 
assumed that since they could not figure it out – it 
must be a mental disease.  

To say the least, this was not a high point in my 
life.  Yet, oddly enough, it was.  My relationship 
with my wife was literally falling apart.  Yet, it was 
in the hospital that I decided that all of my efforts 
in recent years to win her back were producing 
no fruit.  So, I turned it all over to God – and it 
brought me peace.  So too with my health.  At 
least my primary care doctor understood, and 
even encouraged me to read about Job.  That 
is all she kept saying through it all.  And, it was 
actually quite applicable.  My health still has not 
returned.  In fact, it has become much worse.  
Still, I turned that over to God as well – knowing 
that the symptoms I experienced were beyond 
my control, and it was not my fault that I had 
them – nor my responsibility to figure it out.  
Eventually, the pieces of the puzzle are coming 
together.  Through exclusion, they’ve been able 
to determine that I have a terminal brain disease.  
Yet, as I shall share (in a future writing if not in 
this one), I do not even consider this a curse, but 
rather a blessing.

Not long after moving to our current home, we 
heard others preaching lessons along the lines of 
“health, wealth and happiness.”   While it was not 

an accurate teaching in the manner they taught 
it, from another view, it was.  With regard to get-
ting all we desired here on this earth, such a 
theology is wrong, and more worldly than Godly.  
In fact, we are taught that we cannot serve two 
masters.   From this very passage it should be 
clear to all that such teaching is in error.  Yet, 
those to teach what itching ears want to hear  
have likely always had tremendous followings.  
After all, who want to hear “negative” sermons 
– you know – the ones filled with all sorts of truth 
– and consequences for our actions (both “good” 
and “bad”).  What is “true” is that as long as our 
hearts desire His will and His service then we will 
get what our hearts desire, because the two shall 
be one – our desire and His – and we will be sat-
isfied with whatever He desires to work through 
us.   And, we will learn how to be happy.  Some of 
the happiest brethren I’ve ever known have had 
the least reasons (by the world’s standards) to be 
happy.  Yet, I submit that if we are seeking God, 
and His Way, then we will be happy and have a 
fulfilled life.

Let’s see…  I’ve covered health, and happiness.  
Let’s address financial wealth.  I know I did not 
say those words, but most people consider this 
to be what is meant when we discuss “earthly 
rewards”.  Prior to my being effected by this 
disease, I was on track to make a six figure 
income.  Please understand that when I chose 
my profession, I never anticipated making such 
a sum of money in 5 years, let alone one.  Yet, 
things changed.  I still did what I liked, and what 
I felt called to do – but somehow it was all falling 
in place for me to be blessed with a large sum 
of money like that – every year.  In fact, we had 
it all planned out.  We had a 10 year plan.  We 
figured that within that time frame, we could have 

a 6 figure income in the bank, a similar amount in 
hard assets, a similar amount in soft assets, our 
house paid for, and be supporting a missionary 
family – full time.  It all sounded good to us – and 
sounded like something that surely God would 
want.  

Apparently we were wrong.  We took a trip to 
California not long after this disease really slowed 
me down.  During that trip, seemingly nothing 
went right.  For much of it, we were stuck in a 
hotel instead of visiting with family or enjoying the 
beautiful scenery.  But, just as in the hospital, this 
time afforded me the chance to think.  Well, it is 
more like I was forced into it.  One of the things 
I did while there was look at our books.  I had 
to realize that no matter how hard I worked, our 
income had not increased to anywhere near a 6 
figure income.  Instead, I was on track to make 
¼ of what I had made in my worst year since 
moving to this state.  In other words, I was hit 
with reality – smack in my face.  I’d been denying 
it.  But, it was on that trip that we finally took the 
advice we had been given at a conference of oth-
ers with this disease.  I came home and informed 
everyone that I was retiring.

Oh, I was going to write about how I did get 
rewards, wasn’t I?  Well, I could say how I was 
humbled when visiting a past patient and hav-
ing him say “so now you’re like us, huh?”  You 
see, I worked with the mentally retarded, or 
more specifically, the dual-diagnosed.  While 
they couldn’t understand it all – they did know 
that I had a brain disease, and that they had a 
problem with their brains.  Rather than think of 
this statement as offensive, I still have to look at 
it with both humility and humor.  In fact, truth be 
known, I have become more like them, as I am 
not nearly as sharp as I once was (add in a few 
TIAs and it does help to dull the senses).  Still, 
friends tell me that I’m more sharp than most 
out there, and that I do more than most “healthy 
people.”  Admittedly, this only evokes feelings of 
dismay.  I cannot imagine how others can be sat-
isfied doing so little, and thinking even less.  God 
has given most such great abilities, and we often 
choose not to use them.  Yes, that is right, I said 
“choose.”  How often do we make any significant 
effort at improving our intellect or knowledge?  

I get frustrated now because I have to look 
up every single passage from the Bible.  I can 
remember only a few.  I used to have a memory 
like a steel trap.  I kid that I still do – it’s just that 
it’s rusted – open.  Now, seemingly anything 
which goes in just falls right back out.  But, even 
that can be a gigantic blessing.  Know why?  For 
one thing, others who do not have good memory 
skills do not think me any “higher than them” 
because they see me doing what anyone else 
can do – looking up things based upon a few 
words which are recalled – or merely a subject 
matter if that is what is called for.  Plus, I used 
to have a real problem with forgiveness.  I could 
remember every single wrong done against me.  
Now, I can’t.  And, now, I do – really – live a much 
happier life.  In fact, it used to irritate my girls.  
They said I’d blow up at them, and then I’d turn 
right around and start whistling.  I’d act as though 
nothing had happened.  I still do that, but admit-
tedly it takes some effort to forget at times.  

Wealth.  Is what we hear so often preached from 
the pulpits and television sets across America, 
and the world, the truth?  The truth, God’s Word, 
says that what is considered “true” religion is to 
give – to care for widows and orphans.   What 
is true, is that all the believers shared what they 
had – in common. ,  None considered what he 
had to be his.   There were no needs.  Notice 
anything in common among these passages?  As 
Christians, we are not to be concerned with what 
we “get”, but with what we can “give.”

What really matters?  I have 3 girls – all 3 have 
now dedicated their lives to God.  What more 
could a Daddy want?  I have the chance to 
impact all lives who come here – and according 
to my girls, I do – they see me doing that.  I don’t 
see it that often, but they do, and they tell me 
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His reach.  As it was, AIDS was ruled out, but the 
prognosis has not been much brighter.  Yet, just 
as I’m sure it is with that disease, there are many 
with this one who simply do not believe in God 
anymore – or who have been told things similar 
to what our pastor did – and so they simply gave 
up – either on the church, or on God.  I’ve been 
able to reach some of them – and I’m sure they 
would not have even opened up the door to me if 
I was an “ordinary preacher.”

Oh, I did contact two other brethren I knew, from 
when we all lived in another state.  One of these 
brethren said he’d try to visit.  (We’d learned long 
ago this typically meant that it would not occur 
– and it didn’t.)  The other said that he would 
not visit.  He did say though that if I should die 
he wanted to be told.  Imagine the comfort that 
statement brought.  Then, add to that the comfort 
which came from the pastor’s comments.  And, 
finally, there were the doctors, who, after not 
being able to figure anything out – eventually 
assumed that since they could not figure it out – it 
must be a mental disease.  

To say the least, this was not a high point in my 
life.  Yet, oddly enough, it was.  My relationship 
with my wife was literally falling apart.  Yet, it was 
in the hospital that I decided that all of my efforts 
in recent years to win her back were producing 
no fruit.  So, I turned it all over to God – and it 
brought me peace.  So too with my health.  At 
least my primary care doctor understood, and 
even encouraged me to read about Job.  That 
is all she kept saying through it all.  And, it was 
actually quite applicable.  My health still has not 
returned.  In fact, it has become much worse.  
Still, I turned that over to God as well – knowing 
that the symptoms I experienced were beyond 
my control, and it was not my fault that I had 
them – nor my responsibility to figure it out.  
Eventually, the pieces of the puzzle are coming 
together.  Through exclusion, they’ve been able 
to determine that I have a terminal brain disease.  
Yet, as I shall share (in a future writing if not in 
this one), I do not even consider this a curse, but 
rather a blessing.

Not long after moving to our current home, we 
heard others preaching lessons along the lines of 
“health, wealth and happiness.”   While it was not 

an accurate teaching in the manner they taught 
it, from another view, it was.  With regard to get-
ting all we desired here on this earth, such a 
theology is wrong, and more worldly than Godly.  
In fact, we are taught that we cannot serve two 
masters.   From this very passage it should be 
clear to all that such teaching is in error.  Yet, 
those to teach what itching ears want to hear  
have likely always had tremendous followings.  
After all, who want to hear “negative” sermons 
– you know – the ones filled with all sorts of truth 
– and consequences for our actions (both “good” 
and “bad”).  What is “true” is that as long as our 
hearts desire His will and His service then we will 
get what our hearts desire, because the two shall 
be one – our desire and His – and we will be sat-
isfied with whatever He desires to work through 
us.   And, we will learn how to be happy.  Some of 
the happiest brethren I’ve ever known have had 
the least reasons (by the world’s standards) to be 
happy.  Yet, I submit that if we are seeking God, 
and His Way, then we will be happy and have a 
fulfilled life.

Let’s see…  I’ve covered health, and happiness.  
Let’s address financial wealth.  I know I did not 
say those words, but most people consider this 
to be what is meant when we discuss “earthly 
rewards”.  Prior to my being effected by this 
disease, I was on track to make a six figure 
income.  Please understand that when I chose 
my profession, I never anticipated making such 
a sum of money in 5 years, let alone one.  Yet, 
things changed.  I still did what I liked, and what 
I felt called to do – but somehow it was all falling 
in place for me to be blessed with a large sum 
of money like that – every year.  In fact, we had 
it all planned out.  We had a 10 year plan.  We 
figured that within that time frame, we could have 

a 6 figure income in the bank, a similar amount in 
hard assets, a similar amount in soft assets, our 
house paid for, and be supporting a missionary 
family – full time.  It all sounded good to us – and 
sounded like something that surely God would 
want.  

Apparently we were wrong.  We took a trip to 
California not long after this disease really slowed 
me down.  During that trip, seemingly nothing 
went right.  For much of it, we were stuck in a 
hotel instead of visiting with family or enjoying the 
beautiful scenery.  But, just as in the hospital, this 
time afforded me the chance to think.  Well, it is 
more like I was forced into it.  One of the things 
I did while there was look at our books.  I had 
to realize that no matter how hard I worked, our 
income had not increased to anywhere near a 6 
figure income.  Instead, I was on track to make 
¼ of what I had made in my worst year since 
moving to this state.  In other words, I was hit 
with reality – smack in my face.  I’d been denying 
it.  But, it was on that trip that we finally took the 
advice we had been given at a conference of oth-
ers with this disease.  I came home and informed 
everyone that I was retiring.

Oh, I was going to write about how I did get 
rewards, wasn’t I?  Well, I could say how I was 
humbled when visiting a past patient and hav-
ing him say “so now you’re like us, huh?”  You 
see, I worked with the mentally retarded, or 
more specifically, the dual-diagnosed.  While 
they couldn’t understand it all – they did know 
that I had a brain disease, and that they had a 
problem with their brains.  Rather than think of 
this statement as offensive, I still have to look at 
it with both humility and humor.  In fact, truth be 
known, I have become more like them, as I am 
not nearly as sharp as I once was (add in a few 
TIAs and it does help to dull the senses).  Still, 
friends tell me that I’m more sharp than most 
out there, and that I do more than most “healthy 
people.”  Admittedly, this only evokes feelings of 
dismay.  I cannot imagine how others can be sat-
isfied doing so little, and thinking even less.  God 
has given most such great abilities, and we often 
choose not to use them.  Yes, that is right, I said 
“choose.”  How often do we make any significant 
effort at improving our intellect or knowledge?  

I get frustrated now because I have to look 
up every single passage from the Bible.  I can 
remember only a few.  I used to have a memory 
like a steel trap.  I kid that I still do – it’s just that 
it’s rusted – open.  Now, seemingly anything 
which goes in just falls right back out.  But, even 
that can be a gigantic blessing.  Know why?  For 
one thing, others who do not have good memory 
skills do not think me any “higher than them” 
because they see me doing what anyone else 
can do – looking up things based upon a few 
words which are recalled – or merely a subject 
matter if that is what is called for.  Plus, I used 
to have a real problem with forgiveness.  I could 
remember every single wrong done against me.  
Now, I can’t.  And, now, I do – really – live a much 
happier life.  In fact, it used to irritate my girls.  
They said I’d blow up at them, and then I’d turn 
right around and start whistling.  I’d act as though 
nothing had happened.  I still do that, but admit-
tedly it takes some effort to forget at times.  

Wealth.  Is what we hear so often preached from 
the pulpits and television sets across America, 
and the world, the truth?  The truth, God’s Word, 
says that what is considered “true” religion is to 
give – to care for widows and orphans.   What 
is true, is that all the believers shared what they 
had – in common. ,  None considered what he 
had to be his.   There were no needs.  Notice 
anything in common among these passages?  As 
Christians, we are not to be concerned with what 
we “get”, but with what we can “give.”

What really matters?  I have 3 girls – all 3 have 
now dedicated their lives to God.  What more 
could a Daddy want?  I have the chance to 
impact all lives who come here – and according 
to my girls, I do – they see me doing that.  I don’t 
see it that often, but they do, and they tell me 
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about it.  My girls literally sorrow when they dis-
appoint me.  This delights me as well.  How can I 
say such a thing?!  Well, I figure that if it sorrows 
them to disappoint me, then they’re learning a 
very valuable lesson – and can hopefully transfer 
those same desires and emotions to their rela-
tionship with their real Father – the One and Only 
Father.  And, if they can successfully do that, 
then I needn’t fear about them falling – because 
they will truly fear and respect Him – but more 
so – love Him – and want to serve Him because 
they love Him, and sorrow when they don’t fully 
show it.  So, this brings me perhaps the greatest 
comfort.

Just in case any were wondering, let’s recap a 
few of the things in the initial paragraphs of this 
article.  I mentioned that God promised us a life 
free of physical pain and suffering.  I’ll go one 
farther, He promised us one free of emotional 
pain and suffering as well.  How, after reading 
this article can I possibly say this?  I can say it 
because I have learned more than ever that what 
we should be focusing on is not this life – and 
what we can get from it – but our eternal life – 
and who we can take there with us.  Yes, He did 
promise us freedom from these things – but not 
here.  He didn’t promise us “Heaven on Earth”.  
Rather, He promised us an eternal life where we 
would be free from these things.  

By the way, what did God promise us?  I recom-
mend you read Galatians 5:22-23 about the fruits 
of the Spirit.  (Feel free to read the verses before 
it as well as those following, so you can keep it all 
in context, and contrast the fruits of the spirit with 
the works of the flesh.)  You may not get all of 
the fruits of the spirit, but if you are truly living for 

Him, you’ll get more and more of them.  After all, 
this is how we’re supposed to know who is truly 
of Him – not our wealth, or our health or even our 
happiness.  No – we’re supposed to know each 
other by our spirit.  We’re supposed to be able to 
test these.   And, then there are the gifts of the 
spirit.  Again, you won’t get all of these.  No one 
has ever had them all – except for Christ himself.  
But, we are to actually desire more of them – so 
I encourage you to read I Corinthians 12 (the 
whole chapter) and decide for yourself just what 
God’s Word says about them – and about desir-
ing more (i.e. vs. 31).  This, is what we’re sup-
posed to desire more of – not wealth, or health, 
or happiness.  True, God may give us these 
things.  And, if He does, you’d best be thankful 
for them.  But, dwell on the real things we are to 
desire – and we have a promise there.  They will 
come to us – to one degree or another.  None of 
us will likely get them all.  In fact, according to 
this passage, we’re not supposed to get them all.  
But, isn’t a life spent in pursuit of these gifts and 
fruits far greater than any invested in what the 
world considers prosperous?

  Romans 7:15-25
  John 9:3
  Matthew 6:24-25
  II Timothy 4:3-5
  James 1:25
  James 1:27
  Acts 2:44-45
  Acts 4:32
  I John 4:1-21

What are God’s promises?  What did He promise 
us?  Some would have you believe he promised 
us a life full of freedom – freedom from pain and 
suffering.  Some would have you believe He 
promised us a life full of earthly rewards.  Some 
would have you believe that God wants you to 
have a life full of happiness.  And, some would 
have you believe He promised us a life full of all 
that our hearts desired.

I would like to be able to write you and say that 
He did make such promises.  And, in short, He 
did.  He promised us a life full of freedom.  He 
promised us a life without suffering and pain.  He 
promised us a life full of rewards.  He promised 
us a life full of all that our hearts desire – includ-
ing happiness.

Before I lose any who might hesitate to read any 
farther because you have not been blessed in 
one or seemingly any of these ways, please read 
on.

In our spiritual walk, we once met with a group 
of brethren who believed – believed with all 
their hearts – that if we served God, and lived 
a sinless life, we would have all that our hearts 
desired.  Well, we would at least have all of our 
needs met.  And, we would be free of physical 
illnesses.  After a severe illness struck me, and I 
failed to be miraculously healed, I spoke with one 
of the sisters from that congregation.  I asked her 
if her spiritual walk had been hurt because she 
thought that her prayers had not been answered, 
as I had not been healed.  Indeed, my perception 
had been right.  The lack of physical healing in 
my body did not just cause her to question my 
spirituality – but her own as well.  

There is another thing mentioned in that last 
paragraph – a sinless life.  The longer I live, the 
more I’m convinced that there is no such person.  
Don’t get me wrong.  It is a goal we are to have 
– but if even Paul did not consider himself to 

live such a life, how can any of us expect to do 
so.  Still, just as he strove to hit the mark (but 
missed), so too should we strive. 

Along these lines, I still recall a visit from the pas-
tor from that congregation.  I was in the hospital 
in a large city.  That city was far enough from 
home that it made visits – shall we say “incon-
venient”.  I was there for an extended time, and 
many knew I was there, but still, for the most part, 
I was alone.  In fact, due to weather and conflict 
at home, I was often without visitors.  (Well, also 
due to a simple fact that we do not tend to visit 
others as we should – leaving that to the pastor 
to do – instead of sharing that responsibility and 
“burden” among ourselves.  But, that is a good 
lesson for another time.)  So, a visit by this pas-
tor, and a trainee of his, was especially welcomed 
– or would have been, had his message not had 
the opposite effect of encouraging.  You see, this 
particular pastor had the view that it was a sin in 
my life – perhaps one I did not even know I had 
– which was causing my illness.  He even went 
on farther, later, to attempt to blame it on a sin of 
someone else, perhaps my parents.  The more 
I live with it though, the more I’m convinced this 
disease is similar to the one which afflicted the 
person of whom Christ stated “neither hath this 
man sinned, nor his parents, but that the works 
of God should be made manifest in him”   I’m not 
saying that Christ’s glory is necessarily going to 
be seen through my healing.  That might occur.  
But, what IS being seen – regardless, is that we, 
as Christians, can live with diseases – all dis-
eases, and afflictions, and win others to Christ.  

At one point they even thought I might have had 
AIDS.  Most would have thought “how?!”  Not us, 
both my wife and I realized that it could be com-
municated in other ways than the ordinary paths 
(none of which have I ever participated).  And, we 
knew that if God had a message He wanted me 
to convey to that particular group of people, then 
blessing me with that disease would not be out of 

God’s Promises
By Paul Nandico



Advocating Christ The Savior 116 February   2010 ACTS

 A different leader than Israel had ever 
had, the Messiah would rule by God’s standards, 
righteous, faithful, and unselfish. The Messiah 
would be a banner calling all the nations of the 
world to salvation. 

Isaiah 12, KJV

And in that day thou shalt say, O Lord, I 
will praise You: though Thou wast angry 
with me, Thine anger is turned away and 
Thou comfortest me. Behold God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song; He is also become my salvation. 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of salvation. And in that day 
shall ye say, praise the Lord, call upon 
His name, declare His doings among the 
people, make mention that His name is 
exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for He hath 
done marvelous things: This is known 
in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou 
inhabitants of Zion: for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee. 

 This passage was a hymn of comfort 
for Israel. The promise of deliverance after 
the judgment was given to keep Israel hopeful 
throughout it all. We now know that the coming 
of Jesus was more significant than Isaiah could 
have explained. There is no greater promise that 
God could give than the promise of the coming 
Messiah and what He would mean to the world.

Wendy Carver is a junior at the University of Missouri in 
Columbia, Missouri, majoring in Business. She interns for the 
Mustard Seed Fair Trade store, where she acts as the liaison 
to the Columbia Refugee Center working with refugees from all 
over the world. Her home church is the Marceline Church of God 
7th Day, where she serves on the local youth group and Midwest 
youth camp boards.

This article is written to try to explain some of 
the misunderstandings of the timing of the Lord’s 
Supper (Passover) and how it is calculated.  
This year it is later in the year than usual.  It 
was taught by the church in the past that you 
take the first new moon after the spring equinox 
to start counting to determine the date for the 
Passover (Lord’s Supper service). Keep in mind 
that Hebrew days start at sundown, not at 12:00 
a.m. like our calendar. You use an almanac to 
find the spring equinox, (which is at the time that 
the day and night are the closest to the same 
length).  Find the first visible new moon after that 
to start counting the days.  This year, 2010, the 
spring equinox will be April 14th at 8:29 a.m., 
which is after sunrise.  They wouldn’t have seen 
it until sundown of the 14th (which is the start of 
the 15th by Hebrew calculation) so sundown of 
the 15th of April (which is the 16th by Hebrew 
calculation) would be day one. After sundown of 
the 29th of April is 15 days.  After sundown of the 
28th is 14 days.

Some people keep it on the date Jesus instituted 
it, others keep it in correspondence to the day 
of the Passover. If you take it at the time Jesus 
instituted it, you would take it on the 14th day of 
Nisan or after sundown April 28th, or if you feel 
the emblems should be taken after his death you 
would take it April 29th after sunset (or the 15th 
day of Nisan).

Jesus replaced the lamb of Exodus 12 and was 
killed on the preparation day as told in Mark 
15:42-46 (which was a Wednesday of that year 
at about 3 p.m.). Jesus died for the remission of 
sins (our sins) so we honor him by observing it in 
memory of his death.
  
To attempt to clear up some misunderstand-
ing: look up the word Easter in the Americana 
Encyclopedia (1958 edition).  The history of 
Easter (which we are not trying to promote in any 
way) helps explain the dispute with the Passover 

because it historically corresponds to the timing 
of the Passover. The word Easter is derived from 
the Norse Astora or Eastre, meaning the festival 
of spring at the vernal equinox. The Americana 
Encyclopedia explains that the date for Easter 
was decided by the council of Nicea.  They decid-
ed that it must be a Sunday after the full moon 
following the vernal equinox.  This practice con-
tinued until at least 1582.  In recent times, it was 
changed to be the full moon nearest the vernal 
equinox by various groups attempting to make 
it less mobile.  Various Church of God churches 
have adopted this practice for the Lord’s Supper 
service and take the full moon closest to the 
spring equinox. to determine the date of their 
services.

The most important thing to keep in mind about 
the Lord’s Supper is that we give God and Jesus 
the honor they deserve and we need to exam-
ine ourselves to determine if we have the right 
attitude (I Corinthians 11:27,28). This is the real 
meaning and purpose of the Passover/Lord’s 
Supper service, and to make a continuous com-
mitment to keeping God’s commandments.

This article is for educational purposes; feel 
free to research further into the matter to gain a  
better understanding.

The Lord’s Supper (Passover) Services 

By Roger Boone

The Lord’s Supper Service 
will be after sundown  

on April 29th, 2010.

Maranatha College is now accepting students to enroll in their online 
classes at their new Moodle-based system online! We are very proud of 

our new system, it is more automated than our previous system,  
allowing students to sign up and start classes in a matter of minutes! 
We have been focusing on convenient Biblical education, so we don’t 

have semesters. You can take the courses in your spare time, going at 
your speed, taking as long as you want.

You can go to the website at www.maranathacollege.org to sign up for 
classes, browse the list, download an application, and get general col-
lege news. There are scholarship applications online for those in need 

of financial assistance. If you have any questions, you can contact us at 
admin@maranathacollege.org. 
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our personal relationships with God, and it allows 
mediocre or altogether meaningless actions to 
slip through as our only offering. But our God is 
not a mediocre god; He deserves heartfelt sacri-
fice, following not just the letter of the law, but the 
intent.

Isaiah 1:26-27, KJV:

And I will restore thy judges as at the first, 
and thy counselors as at the beginning: 
afterward thou shalt be called the city of 
righteousness, the faithful city.
Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteousness.

 Here is where Isaiah first introduces the 
concept of God bringing blessing from judgment. 
In this promise from God, Israel is told that God 
can, and will, bring them abundant blessings 
from persecution and judgment. Sometimes God 
teaches us things in the wilderness that we can-
not learn anywhere else. It is in the worst of times 
that God strips away all of our trappings and 
shows us nothing but Himself.

Throughout the book of Isaiah, Judah’s 
major sin seems to be pride. Throughout Chapter 
2, the vanity and pride of men is apparently their 
destructive quality. 

Isaiah 5:12b, KJV

…They regard not the work of the Lord, 
neither consider the operation of his 
hands.

 A fault of pride is overlooking God’s work. 
Judah was missing God’s attempts to draw His 
people closer to Him because they were too busy 
looking inward. In response to this self-infatua-
tion, God had to stifle Judah’s pride to focus them 
on Him.

Isaiah 5:15-16, KJV

15 And the mean man shall be brought 
down, and the mighty man shall be hum-
bled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be 
humbled: 16 But the LORD of hosts shall 
be exalted in judgment, and God that is 
holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.

Into the mess of vanity and pride that 
was Judah at the time, Isaiah is called to be a 
prophet. Isaiah himself was nothing particularly 
special, but his answer to the call is rather indica-
tive of why he was chosen as the prophet to 
God’s people.

Isaiah 6:1,5,8

In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw 
the Lord, sitting on a throne, high and 
lifted up, and His train filled the temple.
Then said I, “Woe is me! For I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I dwell in the midst of people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of Hosts.”
Also, I heard the voice of the Lord say-
ing, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” 
Then I said, “Here I am. Send me.”

 Isaiah’s process through this shortened 
synopsis is very telling of the kind of man he 
was. First, Isaiah sees the Lord, and in doing so, 
he sees himself as he truly is. Whatever pride he 
may have had is gone in the face of how he com-
pares to the Lord. He sees himself as unclean 
and unworthy of this privilege. However, when he 
hears of the need, he still volunteers himself. 

 God had many promises for Judah to 
show them through Isaiah’s predictions. The big-
gest promise God made to them was the coming 
Messiah. 

Isaiah 11:1-2, KJV

There shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of His roots: And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord.
v. 10
And in that day there shall be a root of 
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of 
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: 
and His rest shall be glorious.

Going Against The Grain
Hello to all!!

Shalom and peace from the Catch The Vision 2010 Church Conference (CTV) 
office in New York City .  CTV is an outreach ministry of In Him Ministries, 
a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization that assists the local Churches of God 
(7th Day) in many areas. Catch The Vision conferences serves to help local 
churches equip, enhance and enlighten youth and youth workers since 
2002.

We are expanding this years’ youth conference (July 1-5, 2010) in three 
areas while building on our youth platform.  We are adding three new  
special seminar tracks for pastors, married couples and musicians.  They 
will be called, Pastors Gathering, Celebrate Marriage and Music 
In Ministry.  Pastors Gathering will focus on equipping pastors, youth/
lay leaders on connecting with youth in their churches and reaching the 
postmodern student with relevant messages.  Celebrate Marriage will be 
a one-day marriage enrichment seminar (that mature singles can attend) 
to help build stronger existing marriages and better marriages before it 
begins. Music in Ministry is designed for praise and worship leaders and 
musicians.

With hundreds of delegates coming from across the country, the Caribbean 
and the world to attend this conference, we have many opportunities for 
evangelism and to invite the general public to these special General Session 
services and seminars.

Mark your calendar now to attend this conference!

To request additional information,  
just call toll free 1-866-284-9466,  

phone (718) 284-1097,  
go online at www.mtzioncog7.org  
or email gmonrose@yahoo.com.

Register today to attend Catch The Vision 2010
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God’s Promises For Hard Times
By Wendy Carver

“THE MANTLE”
By Evangelist Bernadette Hutchinson,

A mantle is a loose sleeveless cloak, which is 
used to cover or obscure.

Many of the Prophets of old wore a mantle.  The 
mantle was a very important garment.  It was 
used as a cloak, as well as to demonstrate pro-
phetic signs (1 Samuel 15: 27).

The prophet Samuel wore a mantle.  After the 
death of Samuel, when King Saul was no longer 
hearing from the Lord, he was desperate for 
direction.  In his desperation, he went to an out-
lawed necromancer (a witch living in Endor), to 
enquire into his future.  The form of the prophet 
Samuel rose up wearing a mantle, (1 Samuel 
28:3-14). Even then, in that God-forbidden situa-
tion, Samuel was recognized by his mantle—his 
spiritual garment.

Elijah the Tishbite used his mantle as a cloak, 
as well as to perform miracles.  His mantle per-
formed miracles even after his departure!

When Elijah was fearful and depressed, God told 
him to stand on the mount of God (Mount Horeb, 
- 1 Kings 19:8-13).  And as God spoke to him in 
the still small voice, Elijah wrapped his face in 
his mantle.  He was in the presence of the Lord 
and needed to cover his face.  Also, verses 14-16 
tell us that during this same conversation, God 
told Elijah to anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat to 
be a prophet in his place.  In other words, Elijah 
was to prepare Elisha to take over from him, 
to take up the mantle.  Continuing on, Verses 
19-21 again tell us the use of the mantle, when 
Elijah threw the mantle on Elisha, he allowed 
him to say farewell to his parents, for after that, 
there was no turning back.  He was in training to 
take up the mantle.  This is an example for the 
Believer—“once we take up our ministry with the 
Lord, there should be no turning back!”

Elijah used his mantle one last time before he 
was taken up.  The dividing of Jordan was his 
last prophetic sign before the mantle was left for 

Elisha (2 Kings 2:8).  Elijah dropped the mantle 
as he was ascending (2 Kings 2:13).  Elisha`s 
keenness, diligence, and persistence paid off.   
He kept his eyes keenly on his master, and spot-
ted the chariot and the horsemen immediately as 
they arrived (2 Kings 2: 11 & 12).  As servants 
of God we are encouraged to keep our eyes 
on the prize ahead.  We note that although the 
sons of the prophets was taunting him about the 
departure of his master Elijah, Elisha never once 
left the presence of his master, or took his eyes 
off of him.

Elisha earned the mantle.  The same mantle 
that was used to ordain Elisha (1 Kings 19: 19) 
into the ministry, now belonged to him.  It was 
his to use accordingly.  As soon as Elisha picked 
up the mantle, his prophetic ministry began.  He 
needed to cross back over the Jordan so, he 
used the mantle.  Elisha smote the waters of 
Jordan and called on the Lord God of his master 
Elijah. (2 Kings 2: 14b), and the waters parted 
just as they had done for Elijah.  The power 
of God was working in the same mantle.  The 
power in the mantle did not leave with Elijah; he 
would not need the mantle where he was going.  
But his servant would!

Today, there is no need for us to wear a temporal 
mantle to signify that we are a child of God.  Our 
mantle is our heart.  Our heart must be pure, and 
our garment must be white.  The purity inside 
must be visible outside.  Joel 2: 13 says we are to 
rend the heart, not the garment.  Let us keep the 
MANTLE of the heart pure, spiritual, and power-
ful.  Like the above two prophets, there is power 
in our mantle.  We just have to believe!

One of my favorite books in the Bible is 
Isaiah, which coincidentally is the same book 
I first think of when I contemplate God’s prom-
ises. In general, Isaiah highlights the preclud-
ing events to Israel’s rise and fall, and then 
subsequent freedom. Isaiah also contains many 
prophecies concerning Christ, and the eventual 
spiritual freedom of Israel. Prophecies are essen-
tially promises from God. He says it will happen, 
how it will happen, and what will result from the 
instance, and then the event comes to pass. With 
this in mind, the book of Isaiah contains a lot of 
promises from God. 

 A reoccurring theme in Isaiah is blessing 
from tribulation. Judah was very ritualistic at this 
point, and most of the devout followers of God 
performed religious rituals to gain God’s favor. 
The Israelites were ingrained with the idea of 
God’s blessings being strictly separate from His 
punishments. Either one or the other could be 
brought on a person, but not both. Isaiah par-
ticularly seems to focus on God’s way of bringing 
forth good from every situation, even through 
judgment. 

 Isaiah was called as a prophet to lead 
the people to a new way of thinking about God. 
For instance, in Isaiah chapter one, most of the 
ritualistic ways of the devout were challenged as 
being insincere. However, rather than being rep-
rimanding, the realization of a lack in the current 
rituals was actually an invitation to something 
much better. 

Isaiah 1:16-20, KJV:

Wash ye, make you clean; put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes: Cease to do evil; 

Learn to do well, seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the father-
less, and plead for the widow.

Come now and let us reason togeth-
er, saith the Lord: though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land: 

But if you refuse and rebel, ye shall 
be devoured by the sword: for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it.

 These verses have been quoted often, 
and are a message of hope. Many of the 
ritualistic ways of approaching God were being 
challenged, but a new way was presented. By 
approaching God with a sincere heart, rather 
than through obligation, the people were being 
invited into something much more beautiful than 
simply walking through a formal procedure. The 
imagery in verse 18 is a good symbol of the 
thought process of the Israelites. They knew all 
about ritualistic cleanliness to come before God 
or to sacrifice. But God is explaining to them the 
necessary internal renewal that they could not 
do themselves. Sin had made them unclean, but 
the condition of the heart was an odd concept at 
the time. Purity and sincerity was based on out-
ward piety. Verses 19 and 20 promise incredible 
rewards as the result of the inward purification.

 We should not look at these verses as 
simply a history lesson. Just as the Israelites had 
fallen into hypocritical rituals; each of us can also 
stray away from offering God sincere, heartfelt 
offerings. I know in my personal walk, sometimes 
falling into a routine can be all too easy. Apathy is 
one of the most dangerous things to let slip into 
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Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ!

I trust that today finds you walking in the way of the Lord, I find that the more I try to do His will, the 
harder it becomes, but be strong! A great reward awaits us at the end of our journey! His reward is 
greater than anything we can even imagine, and He always keeps His promises.

That brings us to the topic for this months issue: God’s Promises. I wanted to see which promises 
the writers would bring to the forefront of our memories: promises of protection, joy, eternity, bless-
ings through trials? There are literally thousands of promises in the Bible and each one tells us a 
little bit about the consequences of our actions, both good and bad.

Wendy brought out the promises in Isaiah, bringing to light the blessings that God promises 
through the trials that we go through in our lives. In Isaiah, we read that even though God had pro-
nounced a judgement upon Israel, He was still promising a blessing to them through the trials and 
His punishments.

Since the Lord’s Supper service is coming up, we also have an article by Roger Boone explaining 
the date for the service. Many Christians do not know how to figure the day, and even fewer know 
the history behind the date and it’s disputes, and Roger explains them both.

In his article God’s Promises, Paul Nandico talks about the true promises of God, not of health and 
wealth of this world...but the promises God has promised us that pertain to the spiritual side of life. 
He teaches us to look for those rewards and not anything that we can obtain from the people here 
on Earth.

God’s promises are still in tact and we can hold to them today. Let’s focus on what we can do for 
God and the spiritual rewards He has promised. God never lies, and He is not slack concerning His 
promises. 

Thanks to everyone who has written in and expressed thoughts about our articles, we appreciate 
your input! Each time you share with us, we understand how to better serve you with our topics, as 
well as address concerns or correct our mistakes. Thanks!

Craig Moore, 
Editor, ACTS Magazine

Counting the Cost
General CounCil ChurChes of God

Annual Camp Meeting
Meridian, ID

June 28th-July 3rd, 2010

Photo--courtesy of Evan Wiggs from:  www.evanwiggs.com 



Let’s Connect!
Would you like to join the Prayer and Information Chain? 

How about working with a coordinator for contacting people who request  
information on Sabbath information for their local area?

Do you have a prayer request or desire Sabbath Information?

Contact us with your name and email address or phone number, with your request 
or which list you would like to be added to: Then as these requests come to our 
attention we will contact the list of people which would like to pray for and 
uphold these requests or the coordinator that will contact those who are willing 
to share information with new contacts in their area.  And yes, we will send you 
updates as we get them.

Contact us now…
 Call the office at:  208-888-3380
 Email the office at:  adminasst@cogpublishing.org or Sherry@cogpublishing.org
 Visit our website at:  www.actsforgod.org   And send us your information at the 
    “Leave	 A	Comment” button located at the left side of the screen.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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Harvesting the fields

Any opinions or viewpoints that are 
published herein are directly from 
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Goodsearch Search Engine and Goodshop

www.goodsearch.com 

Under: General Council of the Church of God Seventh Day (Meridian)
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General Council. If you make a purchase through the web sites merchants, 
a % of the cost is donated to the General Council. This is free for you and 
a great way to give a little help to the General Council.
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General CounCil 2009 Camp meetinG 
Order Your 2009 Camp Meeting CD’s, DVD’s or cassettes now!

   Paul Woods     Being a Godly People—“Sanctification”
   6-29-09

   Ralph Orton     Things They Say I Shouldn’t Say
   6-30-09

   Roger Boone     Being a Godly People  
   7-1-09

   Wesley Higgins     Godly People of God
   7-2-09

   Tom Kendrick     Judgment Day & That Word “Sin”
   7-3-09

   Tom Roberts     The Coming Marriage of Christ to His Church
   7-4-09

   Samuel Carson     Being a Holy People
   7-4-09

 On CD Only:  Seminar’s & 2009 Camp Meeting Music Specials

    Financial—Seminar    Tom Kendrick
         7-1-09

    Ready to Give an Answer—Seminar David Kauer   
         7-2-09

 On DVD Only:  2009 Children’s Presentation 
     & Youth Service-Craig Moore
 Also: On DVD Only:  The Pictures of Camp Meeting 2009
    242 pictures taken during this year’s Camp Meeting
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