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Finances

One of the least mentioned topics for discussion for
Christians is in the area of finances.  Perhaps this is due to the
fact that most of us think of the TV evangelists who always
urge their viewers to send money at the end of every sermon,
discussion, lecture, etc. They all need money and the money
is always needed now, for of course, a “very good cause”.

It is interesting to note that finances are mentioned in over
2,000 verses of Scripture and yet the topic is not considered

worthwhile for either sermons or Bible Studies.  Instead we are to rely upon our own
knowledge which we most likely have learned through other means.  And the greatest
irony about all this is that our churches and organizations are constantly struggling to
make ends meet.

If we truly believe that our churches and the National organizations are worthwhile we
would not think that it is someone else’s responsibility to support them;  and yet, that
seems to be the case each year as both churches and Council struggle along, trying to
pay bills and meet needs that never seem to diminish.

Some believe that tithing was no longer required when the Mosaic Law was no longer
in effect.  However, I see too many references about the continued practice to believe that
is the case. What the scriptures do tell me is that the Lord owns everything we have and
that it is our reasonable service to return to Him not only our tithe, but also offerings, as
we see needs and are blessed in our finances.

This year the general Council has seen yet another drop in the financial support of the
National Organization.  Some of that deficit impacts salary and expenses incurred by indi-
viduals trying to accomplish God’s work throughout the U.S. and abroad.  By not support-
ing these needs we are either saying we don’t believe in support of these efforts or we
don’t feel individually that it is our responsibility to help in every way we can.

I am not saying that we should take monies away from meeting the immediate needs
of our churches to support the Nationwide effort.   In most cases, the needs of the local
churches are being met and I see reports that we now have significant surpluses in some
of the churches that are growing and not being spent because there aren’t any immediate
needs.  Then, when a new need arises more often than not we create a new fund to col-
lect monies for those causes, and leave the surpluses for ‘possible needs’.  I am remind-
ed of several different discussions in the Scriptures that would conflict with such practices;
such as the parable of the talents and story of the rich man who decided to tear down his
storage buildings and build new and larger buildings to contain all that he expected to
receive in the future.
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Let us consider all our blessings and then seek to find the best place for our tithes and
offerings to God.  If we have concerns about how the funds are being used, we should
express our concerns to the Board instead of withholding funds because of these con-
cerns.  And finally, let us consider finances as a worthy topic of discussion for sermons,
for Bible Studies, and for Sabbath School, so that we as Christians can draw closer to
God as we learn to handle His monies, His way.

With a united effort we can continue to Advocate Christ The Savior to the world.

Roger Boone
Committeeman for the General Council of the Churches of God, 7th Day

Dear Friends,

As we continue in this Ministry providing the ACTS Magazine
at home and abroad for so many; we want to say thank you, your
financial support is greatly appreciated.  

With your continuing support, we are able to carry on, serving God, promoting
Missions and the general welfare of the Churches of God, 7th Day as a whole. 

There is no subscription price for the ACTS Magazine, however, the suggested
donation is $2.75 each or about $30.00 annually. It is by the extra support that you give,
that makes it possible to serve the foreign field in such a dynamic way. So, as you contin-
ue your support, in prayers and offerings, May you be blessed abundantly. 

Your checks/contributions may be sent to the Church of God Publishing House at:
1827 W 3rd St / Meridian, ID  83646-1653. We also gladly accept Visa & Mastercard cred-
it/debit cards, by mail or phone.

Sincerely,

Don Palmer
President, General Council of the Churches of God, 7th Day
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Daughter’s of the King

Where is home, anyway?

It’s been about 34 years since we moved to Missouri and I love living here, but
Missouri is not where I was born and raised.  Meridian, Idaho was my home for
many years; even after Bill and I were married, we lived in Idaho.

As a “good wife”, I knew I was to go where my husband felt it was best for us.
At one point we moved to Wisconsin, but only for a short time.  Then Bill was
offered a position at the Publishing House in Meridian, Idaho, so back we came.

I really love the Lord, and I thought I was doing the right thing.  But, I had told
my loving Father that whatever He had in mind for me and my husband would
be fine but that I did not want to live in Missouri.  I had my reasons and I thought
they were well founded.  Boy was I in for a shock!

On a trip to visit Bill’s family and to attend the Midwest Campmeeting, I learned
what the Scripture means when God says, “He opened their eyes”.  He certain-
ly opened mine.  He showed me that it wasn’t supposed to be me in charge, but
Him.  When God makes you aware of something He wants you to do, He does-
n’t rest and He doesn’t let you rest either.  In less than a year we were relocat-
ed in Marceline, Missouri.  And of course as they say, “the rest is all history”.

Would it really have made a difference if we had not come to Missouri?  Of
course!  It is so foolish to think that I should know better than the Father.  He
sees the future, and He only wants the best for me.

I recently put a 550 piece puzzle together, it was a difficult puzzle and it
reminded me of our lives.  Some pieces go together rather easily, while others
seem like the pieces are not even there.  The problem is that when we try to run
our own lives, it’s like putting a puzzle together that has no picture.  Many peo-
ple just try to force the pieces together because they have no clue what else to
do.  A Christian has a distinct advantage.  When we truly turn our lives over to
the leadership of a loving Lord, we have the advantage of having Him know what
the picture is supposed to look like.  When we act on our own and try to place
our ‘residency puzzle piece’ where we want it to be, then God lovingly moves our
hands to pick up the proper piece and place it where it needs to be.  If we’re not
really listening, then God can only wait until we throw up our hands in frustration.
Then, when we ask, He will do what is best with the situation we have allowed
in our lives.

Often we find ourselves seeking the will of the Father while at the same time
we are spending a lot of energy and time trying to limit what the response of the
Father is for us.  It is as if we know the answer and we are trying to tell God what
to do.  We seem to have a hard time yielding to His will.  We are too busy think-
ing we know what is best.  How many times have we missed the opportunity to
be of service to the Father, just because we refused to listen?

Young people are looking for just the right college, the best job, the perfect
mate, and many other things.  As adults we think we already have it all together
and that we know how to make wise decisions.  The Father is trying to get our
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attention so we will see the pieces of our life that He has been planning.  But, we are so blind
by our limitations that we don’t see what He wants us to see.  We pick up that piece and try to
force it into the puzzle of our life and spend a lot of time and effort trying to make it fit.  God is
saying “I have something or someone so much better for you, if you will only listen and be
patient. My timing and My choices are the best.”

Of course, there are the dark pieces in our life where illness, death, heartaches, and any num-
ber of things, cause us to wonder if the Father has left us, or maybe He doesn’t really know what
He is doing.  But, it takes both the bright and the dark colors to make the picture complete.  The
picture is composed of both, in just the right combinations, to create the masterpiece the Father
knows is best.

Isn’t it time for you to let the True Artist take over arranging your life?  Perhaps He will tell you
as He did me, “I have something better for you than what you have planned. Trust Me.”  What
blessings will you miss because you forced the wrong piece into the picture?  Some of you know
you have done that just by looking at your past.  It is obvious where you made mistakes and now
your picture seems out of kilter.  Still, the Father very lovingly tries to help you make the best of
what is left of your life.  We can’t undo the past but the future is a choice still to be made.  The
masterpiece is still a possibility.  It is in your hands, who will be the artist?  Will your picture of
life be the glorious one the Father intended or will it look like the back of the puzzle, no picture,
just there?  God is waiting; will you relinquish the pallet to the Master?

Dear sisters in Christ, I pray that your eyes and my own will be opened to God’s leading, that
your joy might be full; and that we might be ready for the work He has for us.

By Sharon Siddens

How are your
projects coming

along?
Camp-Meeting
is coming, are

you ready?
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We need teachers for the children’s
classes for Camp-Meeting 2007.

Is the Holy Spirit nudging you to fill
these positions? If so, please contact
the Publishing House by phone, let-
ter, or one of our e-mail addresses.

Thank-you to those who have
already volunteered so far, but we

still need some more.

Come and be blessed!

The Lord’s Supper…
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper on

Sunday, April first, at sunset, this year of 2007.
If you do not have a place to participate and

would wish to, please join us at the local Church
of God Seventh Day, in Meridian, Idaho, located

at 1808 W 3rd Street at 8:00 pm.

A big THANKS to all of you who have contributed
money against our Printing Press/Collator loan. We
have received $12,593.00 in the 2006 year. That
brings our loan down to just $25,300.

If you would like to send in a contribution to
benefit this loan, just indicate on your contribution
the amount to be applied to the Printing Loan. 

May God richly bless you.

I don’t have anything for this issue of
the Q & A from the Editor.

Remember, If you have any questions
related to the Bible, Christian living, or

regarding an article you read in the
ACTS or Fellowship Herald; 

please e-mail them to 
academic@maranathacollege.org

Our Editor, John Kennedy will receive
your questions and check out your ques-

tions and we will print your Q & A in
the following Fellowship Herald Issue.
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TheThe
ChristianChristian

YouthYouth !!

Dreaming for
Hope

By Randall Siddens

Have you ever taken time to look back at
your childhood and remember all the things
you dreamed about doing?  How many of
those dreams came true?  I think it is funny
that when we are young, we hope for great
things, things that are seemingly impossi-
ble.  Even in our young minds we probably
knew that it wasn’t very likely we would
accomplish our dreams, yet we still hoped
for them. I think that as we get older, we
find that many things we dream of end up
disappointing us.  Sometimes we may never
come close to our dreams.  Sometimes we
try hard and get close but fail, and some-
times we achieve our dreams and move on
to newer, higher dreams.  What happened
to the child-like hope that we had?

Being in college, I am surrounded by
people and friends who are very aspiring.
We are going to college because we want
to get a degree in some area of study so
that we can go on to start careers. We want
a career so that we will make lots of money
and we can have the nice things that we’ve
always wanted.  That would be the
“American Dream,” as some would say. 

We have many goals and dreams, but as
I was talking to a friend one day, I realized
that with all my dreams, I lacked any real
amount of hope in my life.  

Hope is more than just dreams or aspira-
tions; it is something that is more than a
wild fancy.  It is easy for us to find ourselves
down and depressed when we don’t
achieve our dreams, or we don’t have any-
thing to hope for.  But God has given us all
we need to overflow with hope.  We have
hope in His promises, hope of salvation.  In
fact, even the trials of life can bring hope.

Romans 5 says tribulation produces per-
severance, and perseverance character,
and character hope, and hope does not dis-
appoint.  Hope is one thing that should set
Christians apart from the world.  Faith,
hope, and love, are three things that the
world doesn’t have to offer.  The Bible says
that of these three, love is the greatest (1
Corinthians 13:13).  Love is also the hard-
est and most twisted by the world.  Love
has as many as 28 different meanings, with
some that don’t even come close to agree-
ing with the Bible’s meaning of love. 

Hope, on the other hand, has only 10
definitions that all have roughly the same
meaning.  Hope is not confusing or difficult,
but I think it is often overlooked in life.  God
wants us to have hope.  It is part of the
abundant life that Christ came to give to us.
Let us not forget to have a child-like faith, a
hope of things that do not disappoint.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13 NIV).

Randall Siddens attends the Church of God 7th
Day in Marceline, Missouri.



Fellowship Herald 9

Have you ever wanted
to start a youth group in
your church but didn’t
know where to begin?  

Maybe the Marceline
Church of God youth

group can give you a few suggestions to
get started!  

The first thing to do, and the most impor-
tant, when forming a group is to pray for
God’s will to be done through your group.
Always start and end your meetings with a
word of prayer.  Remember, “For where
two or three are gathered together in My
name, I am there in the midst of them”
(Matthew 18:20).  Also, don’t forget to pray
for the group in your daily prayers as well.
Pray for God’s will to be done in everything
the group is involved in, even group meet-
ings or  retreats the group is hosting.  God
can do wondrous things if we are willing to
follow His will and trust Him in everything.

Structure and leadership are important in
forming and maintaining your group.
Robert’s Rules of Order may not always
seem fun, and can even be frustrating at
times, but it’s very important to keep order
in your meetings.  Start by electing a presi-
dent, vice-president, secretary, and treasur-
er.  Decide how long a term each position
will serve. (A year is customary.)  Making
sure everyone has respect for those who
are in office is a good standard to enforce.
Someday it might be your turn in office,
and you’ll want respect too.

Some feel the vice-
president doesn’t have
enough to do.  One idea is
to make your vice-presi-
dent act as your group
representative.  This job requires the per-
son to gain approval from the church elders
for the ideas the youth group submits.

Another step is to decide upon a bank
where your group can start a checking
account.  It’s good to elect a second per-
son who can sign checks if the treasurer is
not available.

It’s important to have one or two adults
as sponsors of your group.  They are very
helpful and supportive, and it’s always
good to have adult leadership and account-
ability for your group.

Lastly, don’t forget to have fun!  Make
fellowship with those in your group outside
of group meetings and activities.  Get to
know one another and become friends.
When you create friendships, you’re more
able to care for and support one another.

Come One! Come All!
Get Your Own Youth Group Started Today!

By Ann Siddens and Adrienne Taylor
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CD’s --  DVD’s     Date Speaker Sermon Title

$5.00 $12.00 6-30-06 Paul Woods Are You Ready?

$5.00 $12.00 7-01-06 Tom Kendrick Second Coming of Christ

$5.00 $12.00 7-01-06 Dale Lawson Sit, Walk, Stand

$5.00 $12.00 7-02-06 Tom Roberts Who’s Temple Are You?

$5.00 $12.00 7-02-06 Ken Walker Send Us a White Knuckle 
Camp Meeting

$5.00 $12.00 7-03-06 John Kennedy The Bible and the Truth

$5.00 $12.00 7-04-06 Stan Savage God’s Plan For Your 
Success

$5.00 $12.00 7-04-06 Mike Ahlborn Are you Free?

$5.00 $12.00 7-06-06 Stan Savage To Drink Your Own 
Bathwater

$5.00 $12.00 7-06-06 Samuel Carson A Higher Level With Jesus 
Christ

$5.00 $12.00 7-07-06 Tim Endecott Forgiveness

$5.00 $1200 7-08-06 Ken Walker The Rest of the Story

$5.00 $12.00 7-08-06 Stan Savage From A Dent to an Impact!

$5.00 $12.00 7-08-06 David Moore Testimony

$5.00 $12.00 7-01-06 Youth Service
$5.00 $12.00 7-08-06 Youth Service

$15.00 $35.00 Seminar Guy Swenson New Testament Evangelism
$5.00 $15.00 Seminar Stan Savage Evangelism

CD’s Not Available $12.00 Camp Meeting Pictures 2006
CD’s Not Available $12.00 Camp Meeting Pictures 2005
CD’s Not Available $12.00 Camp Meeting Pictures 2004

$4.00 Cassette’s Available upon request

Camp Meeting 2006 DVD’s - CD’s and
Cassette’s upon Request
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The General Council of the Churches of God, 7th Day is developing a Systematic Theology
designed for the training of its ministry and local eldership. This project will be directed by the
chairperson, Tom Roberts, PhD where a variety of theological arenas will be researched and
developed. Dr. Roberts stated that the goal of the project is to help the Church of God to bet-
ter understand where its teachings fall within the larger context of theological history. At pres-
ent, there are 22 researchers’ including permission to use material from the writings of Desmond
Ford and Sam Bacchiocchi. The plan is to utilize scholars from all corners of our Sabbatarian
persuasion and to emphasize our common biblical heritage. The date scheduled for publication
will be July of 2008. Financial contributions and letters of inquiry should be directed to:
Systematic Theology Project c/o The General Council of the Churches of God, 7th Day;
1827 W. 3rd Street, Meridian, ID 83646 or call 208-888-3380 for further information.

Thanks,

Your,  Brother Tom

The following is the press release 
in regards to the

Systematic Theology Project

The new Resource List is ready
and will be in your next ACTS
Magazine. It will be set in the
middle so that you may pull it

out for easier referral.




