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Delight in the Sabbath 
(continued from page 13)

Paul told them to lighten up! He wrote: “So let no 
one judge you in food or in drink or regarding a 
festival or new moon or Sabbaths . . . Therefore 
if you died, with Christ, from the basic principles 
of the world, why, as living in the world, do you 
subject yourselves to regulations—‘do not touch, 
do not taste, do not handle’—which all concern 
things which perish with the using, according 
to the commandments and doctrines of men? 
These indeed have an appearance of wisdom in 
self-imposed religion, false humility and neglect 
of the body, but are of no value against the indul-
gence of the flesh” (Colossians 2:16-23).

The apostle continues by focusing the 
peoples’ minds (Colossians 3) on the important 
issue—through the risen Christ conquering our 
base human nature. It’s largely through our 
Sabbath contact with the Saviour that we can so 
overcome!

Sabbath, then, is a day for the people of 
God to rejoice before Him, and a day in which to 
delight.

James McBride
(Churches of God, UK)
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 The writer winds up his article by saying, 
“Keep Christ central, then enjoy…” However, ask 
God whether the Israelites would have pleased 
Him more if Aaron had strived harder to remind 
the Israelites to keep God central and “then 
enjoy,” would it have made it all right in His sight? 
Would it then have been ok to use a golden 
calf?

 Does your Bible suggest that a mixed 
worship of some truth and some falsehoods is 
accepted by Christ? But there is another Jesus 
that is mentioned in II Corinthians 11:2-4, that 
Jesus you could keep central in such worship, 
even though it would be useless worship. The 
leaders and writers admit that Christmas came 
from paganism; it is obviously NOT from God! 
Why lie and try to excuse it? Read Matthew 15:8-
9, verse 9 especially states in Jesus’ own words 
that teaching man’s way of worship is indeed 
useless!

 A lady on a radio program asked a pastor 
the following: “Where was the Christmas tree in 
the original setting of the biblical setting of Christ’s 
birth?” the pastor’s answer was very brief, “There 
wasn’t any!” He preferred not to explain it, except 
to say that it is “all a pagan custom” because he 
observes Christmas.

 In April 1991 on the radio school program, 
Moody Bible Institute, a Dr. Harold Foose was 
teaching about the life of Christ. When Christ’s 
birth was mentioned, he casually brought up the 
fact that the shepherds couldn’t be in the fields 
during the time of Christmas. He said that the 
sheep would have been in the fields from April to 
autumn. Most people ignore that fact so that they 
can blindly accept that they have the right time 
for our Lord’s birth date (see Matthew 15:13-14). 
Now Dr. Foose added that most people are so 
“accustomed to the traditional belief” that they 
would consider it “heresy” if they were told (or 
taught) to change this traditional view of Christ’s 
birth. So we can see that most pastors are afraid 
of losing people of their congregations if they 
told them the truth! Now that their people are 
accustomed to believing the lies of Christmas, it 
is nearly impossible to get them to want the truth. 
Dr. Foose had unintentionally revealed many 
errors of the Christmas holiday. So much so that 

we could see that the host of the program hastily 
coached Dr. Foose into “excusing” it away.

 On another radio program they were dis-
cussing Santa Claus. The majority of the people 
who called in said that you have to “tell it as it is 
and be truthful because you’re a Christian.” But 
remember, the subject matter was only about 
Santa Claus. Wouldn’t God want them to be just 
as truthful about the rest of their Christmas holi-
day? Of course He does! The two guests on that 
program also said that they were against a Santa 
at Christmas because “they don’t like it mixed!” 
One even stated, “If Santa Claus were honored” 
in August, it would be different.” See, even they 
know that you shouldn’t have a pagan thing 
(Santa) mixed in with their worship of Christ! 
Another thing we can ‘see’ from their comment 
is that they have been tricked into believing that 
Christmas is from God and that Christ’s birth 
was in December. Otherwise, they wouldn’t have 
said that it would make a difference to them if it 
were in August. Why isn’t it just as ok to have a 
Santa in December as in August? If Santa is a 
pagan thing (and they know it is) they must think 
December 25th is a Holy day, so they don’t want 
it contaminated with paganism-Santa, not know-
ing it’s not a Holy day and it is a pagan holiday 
anyway!

 What confusion they are in! All because 
church leaders have allowed it, down through the 
centuries. How did all this get started? Because 
the church’s apostasy (mainly in Rome) way 
back in history, wanted the converts in quan-
tity—not necessarily in quality. So, the leaders 
allowed them to bring in their days and customs. 
They were given so-called Christian names when 
possible; hence, we have what is named Christ 
Mass (Christmas).

 Truth should be our motto (Ephesians 
4:25; Ephesians 5:9; Ephesians 6:14).
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President’s Letter

Now is the time of the year that most Christians begin to feel 
uncomfortable because we know, in our hearts, that the celebration of Halloween is wrong, but we 
have trouble keeping our distance from its observance—especially for our children and the fact that 
it occurs at our door steps.  We know that any involvement in Halloween is not a Christian activity, 
but we are concerned about stating our objection in a way that affects our children in school, our 
fellow workers, our neighbors or anyone else that notices our lack of participation, but hears  
nothing about it.

I have been one of those who, instead of confronting the kids (and often time’s parents), at 
our door step on Halloween Eve or Halloween Night, turns off our lights and ignores any knock or 
doorbell ringing, knowing that it is probably trick-or-treaters in our neighborhood.  In my childhood,  
I used to be one of them and my church took a position that it was simply play acting and not an 
acknowledgement of witchcraft and all that it entails.  We were just playacting and collecting candy 
and it was a fun activity.  However, in about the fourth grade, the fun activity turned evil with the 
practice of putting dangerous items in the candy—such as razor blades, pins, other metal and 
drugs.  Halloween became what it truly is, a celebration of evil and the works of the devil.

Today, with churches recognizing not the evil but the safety issues associated with 
Halloween, have begun holding Halloween activities at the church, thereby eliminating the need to 
examine the candy and making it a fun activity again for the children.  Costumes can be anything, 
and the children come to understand that Halloween and its underlying meaning really aren’t all 
that bad.  As long as we do it under the right setting, at the church, we can overlook the true mean-
ing of Halloween and have fun doing it.

We as Christians need to stand up for what is right and not be silent about a practice 
whose foundation deals with witchcraft, evil spirits, ghosts and goblins, and all the other practices 
associated with this form of devil worship.  Movies about Halloween have gone from scary to 
outright Satanic, concentrating on the evil and avoiding the impact on our children.  Halloween is 
another of the devil’s devices that attempt to convince us that witchcraft, that ghosts and goblins, 
that fright are really not all that bad and actually can be fun for us and our children.  Don’t believe 
it for a second and don’t be afraid to voice your concerns to your neighbors, to your fellow work-
ers, or to the many churches that feel it is necessary to provide an “alternative,” but still promote its 
practice.  Halloween is what it is:  an evil for evil’s sake and not something that should cause our 
children to feel punished or deprived when they are unable to participate at school, at church or in 
our neighborhoods.  Let’s teach them—and the world around us—about the evil inherent in this  
holiday and what it does to our Christian faith.

Tom Kendrick, General CounCil President

In Nehemiah, chapter 8, we find the com-
memoration of the completion of the temple and 
the finding of the Book of Law. This chapter from 
Nehemiah is used in an article of the Daily Bread 
in 1990. The writer of the article asks the fol-
lowing question: “If God wanted the Israelites to 
have a good time of feasting and sharing, would 
He condemn a festive spirit at Christmas time?”

 The festive occasion in Nehemiah 8 was 
related to the feasts of Moses’ day (see vs.14). 
So, it was definitely of or from God. In order to 
compare Nehemiah 8 with the Christmas cele-
bration, you would have to find a Bible verse that 
stated that the apostles and disciples celebrated 
Christmas, or where and when it was observed, if 
they celebrated it yearly on December 25th! But, 
you’ll never find it!

 Even the writer from the Daily Bread 
admits, “It is true that the Bible does not tell us to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday, and we don’t know the 
exact date.” Not only do they not know the exact 
day, they don’t even have the correct month!

 However, in Nehemiah’s day they had 
several good reasons for their festive occasions. 
Compare Leviticus 23 with Nehemiah 8.

 The Daily Bread article continues: “Then 
too, much about the season has a pagan back-
ground.” It is good to be honest about that, but 
some people admit stealing is wrong, and then 
they try to camouflage their stealing. So, the 
author of that article tries to cover up the pagan 
practices by saying: “But this doesn’t make it 
wrong to celebrate (Christmas) if Christ is kept 
uppermost in our lives.” Now, how do we keep 
Christ uppermost in our lives while we celebrate 
a heathen day? Does it really change the fact 
that it originally had nothing to do with Christ’s 
birth by now saying that it does? Will the lie of 
claiming/proclaiming that it is Christ’s birthday 
justify in God’s eyes our participating in the 
pagan customs?

 Wait a minute! Why didn’t Aaron think of 
lying to cover up the incident of making a golden 
calf, or did he? Well, if he did it sure didn’t put him 
in the good graces of God! In Exodus 32 it shows 
that Aaron as a leader did use a lie to cover up 
the paganism of their feast. Aaron even said it 
was a feast unto the Lord (vs. 5). But, did that get 
Aaron in good standing with God?

 Today the church leaders take a hea-
then holiday and say that it is unto the Lord, His 
birthday—which is a lie. They urge the people 
to celebrate Christmas regardless of it being 
borrowed from pagan worship. Are they saying 
that a lie erases the paganism? If so, then Aaron 
was unjustly condemned by God. Remember, he 
tried to cover up the paganism of the Israelites 
celebration with the golden calf, he said it was 
a feast unto the Lord! So, if it’s ok to use lies 
and heathen ways mixed into worship of the true 
God, then God owes Aaron an apology!

 The Daily Bread writer continued by say-
ing: “We don’t think of mistletoe, holly, and ever-
greens, as being pagan anymore than we associ-
ate Sunday and Monday with the worship of the 
sun and moon gods.” Yes, mistletoe, holly, and 
evergreens, of themselves are just plants, but 
what are you doing with the plants? Why are you 
mixing them in with a day or a season in worship 
of the Lord? Why do you decorate your house 
and church buildings with these things only at a 
certain time of year, a time when history proves  
it was a time of pagan worship?

 As to the naming of the days: Sunday, 
Monday, etc. . . . it is obvious that we are not 
using them with worship of God when we merely 
use them to designate the days in a secular 
world. We are not mixing it with a worship of 
our God. Since we live in this world we have to 
use the same words of the country we live in to 
designate what day of the week when we want to 
perhaps schedule a dentist appointment.

A Unique Usage of a Nehemiah Text
By Lorene Bartch
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In the last few months my study partner 
and I have been experiencing something reflect-
ing upon the situations and circumstances in our 
own lives and the world at large. The situations 
and circumstances have prompted us to ask 
questions of what we are seeing in our country, 
our local area, the world, and our personal lives. 
This set of issues has caused us to ponder the 
question, Is there a text in the Scripture that 
proves once and for all that we can be sure we 
have the truth? To those who believe there are 
many ways to God and many versions to lead 
them to truth . . . we need to look for the defini-
tive answer.

All of us have experienced in our lives the 
political incorrectness, the millions of churches, 
the corrupt government, the loss of justice, and 
man’s moral degradation. Are we experiencing 
the death of a nation or a recessive period of 
American society that may forever be changed 
for the worse? People today are searching 
for answers; the answers I am receiving from 
those around me never come from the pages of 
Scripture as the bedrock of their opinion, most 
answers are apathetic at best. What is clear in 
their opinions is that they lack the understand-
ing and bedrock of conviction to stand for the 
truth and allow their hearts to be changed.[1] 
Ultimately this leads to the need for the question 
to be asked, “Is there even a GOD at all?”

How can we have more churches oper-
ating than ever before in the history of this 
nation? Yet the standard of morality today is 
painfully obvious, the truth is a lie, and the lie 
is the truth.[2] Priests and pastors are preying 
on victims, some have been convicted as pedo-
philes, “youth groups are asking kids what you 
would do for a dollar?”, peddling Christ as if He 
is some teddy bear to hold in a time of crisis, 
marketing the Savior as a sort-of Peter Pan . . . 
“We can bring him to life if we will just clap our 
hands and believe.” The government recognizes 
almost every group, but Christianity. Look at any 
personal or social issue, there is a present dark-
ness actively working in it all.

This article is to discover and expose the 
deeds of darkness.[3] Why do we not see victory 
where truth stands? I never seem to be able to 
pin down any pastor to definitively define truth. I 
get, “Well that is your opinion.” So in life I am told 
it is my opinion that counts, yet Scripture says 
“And God spake all these words saying . . . .” [4]

What is this power or principality [5] I 
perceive but cannot put my hands on? This mix-
ture of humanism and spiritualism that displays 
itself in hearing and perceiving, is inherently evil, 
but not physical. We see this amalgamation in 
school and government meetings, it displays 
itself in injustice in our courts, and it hides in our 
pulpits and plays out in our broken marriages 
and relationships. The answer is that Satan has 
compartmentalized his plan so you perceive it 
when hearing it in one part, but not see the full 
dispensation of the understanding of his lies.

However, the Bible has the answer and 
makes known the deeds of darkness.[6] God’s 
word, my friends, is reliable; it is the only sure 
foundation.[7] You have heard it said, “Evil tri-
umphs when good men do nothing.[8]” Well, that 
is interesting because there is no one who is 
good but Christ,[9] so the answer is clear: there 
are no good men to stop evil, only the Messiah. 
This statement by Mr. Burke would be better 
phrased, “Evil triumphs because man has not 
repented or recognized their need for Christ, and 
the deceiver has blinded us by making us com-
fortable in our sins.[10]” You have heard that all 
Satan requires is to take you one degree off the 
mark or give you 99% truth.[11] We know these 
clichés, but we really do not perceive the dan-
ger of this spiritual cancer. Remember! You are 
not responsible for believing the lie, you will be 
judged for not accepting the truth. Study to show 
thyself approved [12] unto GOD. This led to my 
question that I posed on the Internet as a test of 
the spirit.[13] What does this world say the test 
is? The answer when Googled came up amaz-
ingly with the answer: 1 John 4:3.[14]

“Liberty of Conscience”
Steven Monroe & Dale Dutt

Made For Man

By contrast, how does the Creator of the 
Sabbath expect us to spend this precious twenty-
four hours? God makes it crystal clear through 
the prophet Isaiah: “If you refrain from doing your 
own business on the Sabbath, on my sacred day, 
and hold the Sabbath a delight, and the Eternal’s 
sacred day [the true “Lord’s Day”!] an honour, 
not following your own wonted round, not doing 
business and not talking idly, then you shall have 
delight in the Eternal’s favour” (Isaiah 58:13-14, 
Moffatt).

God Wants Us to Enjoy His Day!

Jesus picked up on the same theme. He 
saw no conflict when the disciples plucked some 
grain on the Sabbath. (This wasn’t theft but was 
permitted in the Law, though the Pharisees said 
‘not on the Sabbath’! That would be work.) He 
accepted the Pharisees’ right to circumcise and 
to attend to the needs of livestock. In essence, 
Jesus made it clear that “the Sabbath was made 
[created] for man”—i.e., for our benefit (Mark 
2:27). He cited the fact that the Divine Law permit-
ted the priestly work to proceed on the Sabbath. 
He also cites the example of the starving David 
and his men. [NB this was an emergency situa-
tion!] They ate the shewbread—forbidden to all 
but the priests. Jesus refers here to the Jewish 
oral tradition (based on Leviticus 24:8) that the 
loaves were properly placed on the pure table 
with frankincense on the Sabbath for consump-
tion by Aaron and his sons, and that it was on this 
day that David and his men ate it.

Jesus concluded that “the Son of Man is 
lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28). Sabbath is our 
servant—for physical re-creation—and above 
all to provide spiritual nourishment through our 
contact with our Creator. In a special sense, 
Jesus Christ is with each of His brethren on this 
appointed day.

Clear the Decks

Adam was created in the dying hours 
of the sixth day and, although he didn’t need a 
physical rest, he stepped right into joyful Sabbath 
communion with his Creator. That’s the funda-
mental purpose of Sabbath.

Sabbath, then, is indeed a time for physi-
cal rest. It’s a day for joyful celebration. It’s a day 
to spend extra time with the Saviour in prayer 
and in perusing God’s Word. It’s a time for fel-
lowship—where possible, with brethren. It’s even 
a time, following the example of Jesus, to “stroll 
through the cornfield”. And to enjoy these ben-
efits to the full, we should “clear the decks” by 
preparing for it on the day before.

The vast majority of mankind, of course, 
treads all over God’s holy day without a thought 
for their Creator. They will work in restaurants 
and power stations. They will serve in shops and 
deliver the milk and newspapers. The Sabbath 
means nothing to them. In a sense, that doesn’t 
matter so long as they don’t have a personal rela-
tionship with their Creator and Saviour. Are we 
not glad we can switch on the power for heat and 
light and a “cuppa” on the Sabbath? And, if away 
from home, that we can benefit from the services 
of transport and restaurants and service sta-
tions? That we can rest assured the emergency 
services are at the other end of the phone link?

Balanced Choice

Wise King Solomon made a helpful state-
ment that applies well to our keeping of the 
Sabbath. He wrote: “Do not be overly righteous, 
nor overly wise. Why should you destroy your-
self [i.e. be desolate, miserable]?” (Ecclesiastes 
7:16). As with life in general, our observance of 
the Sabbath is a matter of balanced choice. Each 
Christian must decide how he or she can best ful-
fill this weekly appointment with the Creator—in 
the liberated spirit of the example of Jesus.

The Colossian Christians had a thing 
about how to observe the weekly and annual 
Sabbaths. They had taken on board the then 
prevalent austere practices.

(continued on page 16)

The Sabbath
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And every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 
not of God: and this is that [spirit] of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
should come; and even now already is it 
in the world.

I looked at the words and at first I did 
not see it . . . okay I started breaking it down . 
. . Confess with your mouth . . . believe in your 
heart that Jesus is Lord and you will be saved, 
right? Except that is not what it says at all. Look 
at these quotes; “Every spirit” –WHAT! “That con-
fesseth not”—DO YOU SEE IT! “Jesus Christ 
is come”—REALLY! “not of God”—ALL! “is that 
spirit of antichrist”—THIS IS THE WORLD! The 
smallest word IS now stood out as the most 
important word and contains a three-fold under-
standing of the past, present, and future. I must 
choose to receive the truth or accept the lie; no 
answer is accepting the lie. So it could be under-
stood that Jesus did come{past}, is come now 
in the world{present}, and will come again soon 
{future}.

I recently completed a survey of the 
test of the spirit described in 1 John 4:3 to oth-
ers around me and throughout the week the 
responses were curious, but established a pat-
tern. I received several answers to my questions, 
generally with the same sound in my ears, but 
different words with different meanings. I felt like I 
was the last person left as in the movie, the body 
snatchers, with no escape. Could we all be this 
deceived? Immediately upon asking the ques-
tions the respondent in each instance reacted 
with abrupt consternation of my line of ques-
tioning. Right before my eyes the spirit of the 
antichrist appeared. IT WAS THE DIFFERENT 
VERSIONS FROM THE KING JAMES 
AUTHORIZED VERSION! Try this for yourself, 
I never realized the level of sophistication of the 
deceptive spirit, I am living proof of this experi-
ence. I pondered to myself; I have seen people 
come to the truth through those other versions, 
or did they? Even I, myself came to hold deeply 
to my NASB. Of course, I only realized the truth 
of keeping His commandments—and especially 
the fourth—in the last few years. I even knew that 
the commandments are written on my heart; how 
had I missed this deceptive spirit? I now realize 
I was deceived by several things at once; spirit, 

physical, and the world. As I spoke with these 
people throughout the week it was clear to me 
that the relationship and ability to question the 
issue was now strained at best. I left the study 
that night and I saw how much consternation 
was stirred up. I went back to God and asked, 
“What just happened?” In the next few days, 
as my study partner and I were going through 
Scripture, we were recollecting our thoughts on 
what had occurred at the meeting. I had a spiri-
tual bee in my bonnet to understand what I had 
experienced and seen. Led back to Scripture a 
day or two later, I looked at 1 John 4:3 again. I do 
not know why I did this next search, but the Holy 
Spirit revealed a truth that led to this discovery.  
I hypothesized that the other versions were 
the problem, but once again, as earlier, the 
compartmentalized nature of the lie was lead-
ing me to men and how the versions changed 
words. Then I searched the phrase “is come” in 
BlueLetterBible.org. I searched KJV with quotes 
“is come.” Hmm, 124 times in 119 verses.  
So then it hit me, “Well, let us see what sayest 
thou NIV, NASB, NLT, and all others.” ZERO 
ENTRIES!!! NOT ONE ENTRY FOR “IS COME!” 
. . . DO YOU SEE IT? . . . STOP! . . . GO NO 
FURTHER! . . . Go read 1 John 4:3 KJV, then 
pick your favorite flavor of the 100 other differ-
ent Bible versions. None of the texts states “is 
come.”

Immediately . . . now I had to disprove 
that the King James is to be the only inspired 
word of God. I set out to study its history . . . you 
know the deep earth of Matthew 15. I went to the 
author’s, the critics, and the refuters. Amazingly, 
there is no doubt in my mind that the King James 
Authorized Version is the inspired word of God.  

The weekly Sabbath is a day in which 
Christians should delight in God’s presence.

“Sabbath rest” is a concept far removed 
from the hurly-burly activities of modern life. 
The day, Saturday, is, for most, consumed with 
a round of strenuous (or couch-potato) leisure 
activity or shopping or visiting, leaving no time 
for recovery from the weekly grind. Besides, the 
notion of a day set apart for religious purposes is 
simply old hat.

But what if you consider Sabbath obser-
vance important to your Christian walk? Is it 
a day to hibernate in gloomy solitude? A day 
crammed with restriction? What is a Sabbath 
rest? The manner of observance of a weekly 
“holy day” varies from keeping one’s Bible in 
hand to staying in bed all day—or simply making 
minor adjustments to the normal daily routine. 
What is a godly balance?

Brief History of Time

Health experts praise the benefits of a 
weekly time of rest. It’s approximately twenty-
four hours of physical recuperation. And certainly 
Sabbath observance provides that—a charging 
of our depleted batteries. But there’s more to it. 
For, apart from the physical benefit, Sabbath has 
no eternal value unless we are in a personal rela-
tionship with the Lord of the Sabbath.

Jesus Christ is Lord: “That the Son of 
man is also Lord also of the Sabbath” (Luke 
6:5). Writing of Jesus, the apostle Paul told the 
Colossian Christians, “. . . by him all things were 
created that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible . . . and he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist” (Colossians 
1:16a, 17).

A Day of Joy

Certainly such a memorial must encour-
age a joyful response. Yet many believers dread 

the approach of the Sabbath Day! It’s traditionally 
dourly viewed as merely a time of boring inactiv-
ity punctuated by a church visit followed by the 
long-awaited end of the day. Others will invest 
the day with an endless round of “don’ts” to the 
extent of suppressing the joy of Sabbath.

Whatever way observed, it is a personal 
matter between each of us and our Creator. 
What guidance has He given us in the Scriptures 
as to its observance?

Sabbath is a day of God’s appointment—
a day He has set aside to meet with His people. 
It is useful to note what God has said about this 
day. To Moses He said: “. . . the seventh day is a 
Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation (Heb 
miqra)” (Leviticus 23:3). That is, a separated 
day for assembling in His presence. And as the 
Almighty Creator, He determines the time and 
the day! He also tells us the attitude we ought to 
have on Sabbath.

Following their seventy years of serf-
dom in Babylon (imposed by God for Sabbath 
neglect!) the Jews returned chastened to the 
land of Israel. The religious Jews protected the 
Sabbath by numerous regulations (included in 
their Oral Law), many of which went contrary to 
the divine intent of Sabbath observance. Joy was 
largely emptied from this special Day!

God set the Sabbath aside for rest: “. . . in 
it you shall do no work” (Exodus 20:10). To fulfill 
this, the Pharisees minutely defined “work”.

It was forbidden by them to pluck a 
head of grain (for example, see Matthew 12:1ff) 
because that was considered “harvesting”. But it 
was permissible to circumcise on the Sabbath, 
which is work for someone (John 7:22). It was 
also permitted to attend to animals in distress 
(Luke 13:15, 14:5), a logical exception. For the 
Pharisees the day of joy had become a burden-
some ball and chain—eased only by the addition 
of humanly-devised circumventions.

DELIGHT IN THE SABBATH
by James McBride
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It is a sure foundation and there are many warn-
ings.[15] I had placed them in the category of 
good words like the others, but in light of this 
major discovery, I could no longer accept any 
other version of Scripture. This brought into view 
all kinds of dispensational error, and brought into 
clarity, in a moment, all the errors and isms and 
all else that reign in our land. In this moment,  
I discovered for myself the very truth to all our 
problems.

Now I had to find out why the other ver-
sions were written in the manor they were writ-
ten, and all of this discovery points to Catholicism 
and 1881 when the ASV was done! One hundred 
versions were created after 1881—the KJV was 
outdated and supposedly new information was 
found. However, the lie of dating and new context 
was the pill of deception. Until you start digging 
up the characters who said new truth was to be 
found. You will find the two that created the per-
verted versions were not believers but evolution-
ists. You will find the scripts are from Alexandria, 
home of the heretics. Two simple words uncov-
ered by my study partner and me, the subtlety 
of Satan! The fallacy can clearly be seen in the 
100 different Bible versions, that someone is 
behind it all, and further the Jerusalem Bible is 
also a ruse for the deadly poison of what I found, 
and now has a name. It is Dynamic equiva-
lence.[16] Look it up. Also interestingly enough, 
Psychology [17] also took off around the same 
time—within two years of each other (from 1879 
to 1881)—and the revision of the Bible. We see 
that conscience is the mechanism that brings us 
to an understanding of our failure to keep the law 
and bids us to come and die and repent before 
Christ. The KJV does this clearly. The change 
in the other versions, though subtle, does not 
do this for you in that it does not pang your con-
science. The 100 other Bible versions allow for 
the sinner to remain comfortable in his sin. This is 
how dynamic equivalence works, watering down 
the gospel. Without a KJV in front of you the 
lie goes right through you and the deception is 
embedded like a Trojan virus and you are blinded 
without a solid basis to refute the lie.

This also works in the opposite manner when 
someone with the KJV, not knowing the person 
is using a later version of the scripture, blinds the 
conscience when the true word is spoken. The 
participant always responds, no one talks that 
way, it is too hard to understand.

I have often wondered why people who 
say they are saved and believe but refute any 
text when you reveal the KJV. Now there are 
many who disagree, however, this is liberty of 
conscience, but if all this does not matter what 
version you use, why does it matter? For the 
sake of unity, let’s gather around the KJV 1611 
version. It is and was translated correctly and 
carried by the spirit. To deny this places us on 
crushed rock called sand, it is almost 99% true. 
We do not use a gas engine manual to fix a 
diesel motor though both are engines; they have 
pistons, and crankshafts. But any true mechanic 
will tell you they are not the same.

Further study led us to understand that 
psychology teamed with dynamic equivalence 
is used to avoid “cognitive dissonance.”[18] 
The proceeding word leaves you without liberty 
of conscience and results in blindness or decep-
tion as a believer and exposes us to the guiles 
of Satan. Satan wants you to rationalize your sin 
away. The new Bible versions allow for many 
erroneous errors, but this is one of the most 
deadly.[19] The conscience is lulled away from 
alarm when doing wrong and back to “my opin-
ion is.” The half-truth becomes a powerful delu-
sion.[20] The workings of this plot leads us back 
to the garden: Did God really say?[21]

The danger in “dynamic equivalence” is 
that words do not mean the same things or evoke 
the same feelings we experience in the KJV as 
we study. We have to translate both to allow us 
to see the present truth for today. The lack of 
“cognitive dissonance” deceives us into remain-
ing in our sin comfortably. Now I am not sure as 
a reader you understand what a maxim of law is, 
the maxim works forwards and backwards. You 
are left with the same meaning; therefore, we 
can test this in our lives and use this to test with 
every other version against the KJV. On the other 
hand, if “dynamic equivalence” is true, there is no 
way to have truth but every one’s own opinion. 
Another way to say this scripturally is, “Every 
man is a law unto himself.”[22]

Conscience is the mechanism that 
brings us to an understanding of our 
failure to keep the law and bids us to 

repent before Christ.

From the Wikipedia text, one can see 
some ‘common-ground’ between the Christian 
and Muslim Last Day perception: an Anti-Christ. 
This doctrine is not one I could find in the Quran, 
it is in the Hadith, writings of Muhammad’s asso-
ciates about what Muhammad said. Al-Masih-ad-
Dajjal, the Anti-Christ, is in Hadith Number 649 
and 650 Volume 4, Sahih Al-Bukhari.

In comparison, the word ‘antichrist’ 
appears in the New King James Bible three 
times in 1 John 2:18, 22. The Apostle John sums 
it up in verse 22b: ‘He is anti-Christ who denies 
the Father and the Son’ nkjv. That means that 
Muslims, atheists, and agnostics, are rated as 
anti-Christ’s in that they all deny that Jesus is our 
Savior, the Son of God.

The next is from Islamic traditions of how 
Jesus returns to aid Muhammad Mahdi in the 
fight against evil and the anti-Christ. They win 
the wars and lead a worldwide Caliphate, or a 
worldwide state of Islam! The Devil seems to 
have an ace up his sleeve. If a person claiming to 
be Mahdi shows some exceptional powers, has 
another person appear in a yellow robe coming 
down from the sky east of Damascus claiming to 
be Jesus, I assume that even Sunnis that do not 
believe in the appearance of Mahdi will change 
their minds!

Now it then does not seem too far-out of 
an idea to think of the “we only sell to Muslims” 
may become a very popular idea! The Mark-of-
the-Beast is a symbolic item. What you think and 
what you do come from the mark on your head 
and your hand.

Again, read the Word, study and pray. I 
refer to Zachariah 14:3-4a: ‘Then the lord will 
go forth. And fight against those nations, As He 
fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet 
will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces 
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives 
shall be split in two.” nkjv

So we can see how the Lord (whom I 
interpreted to mean Jesus) will return and put His 
feet on the Mount of Olives! Not Damascus!

So in summary, remember three things 
about Muslims:

1)  They deny the divinity of Christ.
2)  They deny the crucifixion of Christ.
3)  They have a different Christ returning  
      in the Last-Days.

Donald A. Syvanen is the father of nine children 
(two genetic, seven adopted). He holds a B.S. degree 
which did not supply a ChE position. He has a desire for 
political work in the distant future.

The Lord’s 
Supper Service 
will be Monday,  
March 25, 2013 
after sundown
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The other logical conclusion leaves us 
with grace without consequence. For example, 
Osama bin Laden believed that what he was 
doing was right. And, since it is all left to opinion, 
we cannot hold him guilty for his actions.

The two words “is come,” relates to past, 
present, and future tense of the Scripture. As he 
is even at the door,[23] he is coming quickly.[24] 
We see in these examples they thrust the mind 
to consider, “If He comes right now, what is my 
spiritual condition?” The lack of “is come” in other 
versions will not bring to imminence His presence 
and the judgment is come, and “I” “is guilty”. The 
other 100 versions appease your conscience by 
not alerting your mind to “is come.” This, when 
viewed in its true light, is blasphemy and is the 
tactic of Satan. To dismiss these post-modern 
words; dynamic equivalence, cognitive dis-
sonance, Psychology, and a lack of liberty of 
conscience provides Satan free reign to throw 
us into the tempest of all the winds of doctrine[25] 
and dogma.[26] This is contrary to the sound 
Word of God and peace that passes all under-
standing.

To not examine these facts in light of 
the correct scriptures is foolishness. The whole 
world is engulfed in dynamic equivalence. I 
challenge you to show yourself approved,[27] 
unto GOD and test all the spirits.[28] Any word 
spoken or heard should be considered carefully 
in light of the KJV. We are not saved from this 
world; we are saved in this world and the battles 
for our souls. Choose ye this day whom you 
shall serve.[29] How long will you be undecided 
between two opinions?[30] Receive the liberty of 
conscience that enables you to see your need for 
the high priest. “JESUS THE CHRIST IS COME,” 
in the flesh. Put away sin, dynamic equivalence, 
repent, and be ye converted.[31] For the hour of 
his judgment “IS COME”.[32] Accept justification 
by faith; move in the LORD’S love, working out 
sanctification by faith leaving sin behind. Heaven 
will be a change of location not a change of expe-
rience. Redemption, sanctification—and for the 
same at His coming—glorification, (His as well 
as ours) is the only solution for the problems of 
today. Today is the day of salvation![33]

Steven Monroe resides in Meridian, Idaho and repre-
sents freedom4idaho.org. All Scripture is from the KJV 
Authorized Version.
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According to Islamic tradition which 
describes this graphically, Jesus’ descent will be 
in the midst of wars fought by the Mahdi (lit. “The 
rightly guided one”), known in Islamic eschatology 
as the redeemer of Islam, against the Antichrist 
(al-Masih ad-Dajjal, “False messiah”) and his 
followers.[26] Jesus will descend at the point 
of a white arcade, east of Damascus, dressed 
in yellow robes–his head anointed. He will then 
join the Mahdi in his war against the Antichrist. 
Jesus, considered as a Muslim, will abide by the 
Islamic teachings. Eventually, Jesus will slay the 
Antichrist, and then everyone from the People 
of the Book (ahl al-kitab, referring to Jews and 
Christians) will believe in him. Thus, there will be 
one community, that of Islam.[27]

Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 3, Book 43: 
Kitab-ul-`Ilm (Book of Knowledge), Hâdith Number 
656: Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Apostle said, 
“The Hour will not be established until the son 
of Mary (i.e. Jesus) descends amongst you as 
a just ruler, he will break the cross, kill the pigs, 
and abolish the Jizya tax. Money will be in abun-
dance so that nobody will accept it (as charita-
ble gifts)”—Collected by Muhammad al-Bukhari, 
Sahih al-Bukhari.[28]

After the death of the Mahdi, Jesus will 
assume leadership. This is a time associated in 
Islamic narrative with universal peace and jus-
tice. Islamic texts also allude to the appearance  

of Ya’juj and Ma’juj (known also as Gog and 
Magog), ancient tribes which will disperse and 
cause disturbance on earth. God, in response to 
Jesus’ prayers, will kill them by sending a type of 
worm in the napes of their necks.[26] Jesus’ rule 
is said to be around forty years, after which he will 
die. Muslims will then perform the funeral prayer 
for him and then bury him in the city of Medina 
in a grave left vacant beside Muhammad, Abu 
Bakr, and Umar (companions of Muhammad and 
the first and second Sunni caliphs (Rashidun) 
respectively).[5]

Let me further qualify some of the infor-
mation in the Wikipedia quote. Mahdi was a 
seven year old boy in the days shortly following 
the original Muslim Muhammad. He did not die, 
apparently taken by God until the last days. 

This belief is of one sect of Islam, the ones in the 
Mideast, Persia, called Shia.

The other Islam majority is called the 
Sunni. They are basically worldwide. One more 
sect of Islam is called Wahhabi, or the sect in 
Saudi Arabia. Wikipedia has a good story about 
the Saudi religious sect too. I made some pre-
liminary assumptions and wrote an eBook avail-
able at http://solomonwright.9f.com. But with this 
information on the Muslim perception of Jesus’ 
return and the Last Days, I am going to redo my 
assumptions.

“These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” 
      —John  16:33.
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When I was young, I watched the news 
for the latest accurate information. When I was 
a little older, I verified on another median the 
information I heard or read. Now, I need to verify 
the information just as a journalist does: read or 
see the actual information reported. So when the 
general media states that ‘Allah’ is Arabic for the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I read the 
Quran. What about Jesus?

I did a search at Wikipedia.org about 
‘Jesus in Islam.’ I suspect a lot of the story was 
done by a Muslim. Therefore, I tend to believe a 
lot of the Wikipedia words. I verified the words in 
my own copy of the Quran, and let me tell you 
now, the words of the general media are balo-
ney! Allah and the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob are two different beings! And I don’t think 
they even want to be seen in the same place at 
once! In reality, they cannot be in the same place 
at once.

First off, Muslims deny that Jesus 
was the Son of God! To Muslims, the belief 
that Jesus is the Son of God is called a ‘shirk,’ 
or a denial of the monotheism of God and it is 
the sole unpardonable sin. Whew! That’s a little 
heavy duty stuff for me! Don’t be led astray by a 
Muslim then!

Read the Word of God, and learn that the 
Unpardonable Sin is when you deny the HOLY 
GHOST! God, our Father in Heaven, witnesses 
to us through the Holy Ghost! God will guide us 
through Scripture, people we meet, things that 
happen, and the witnessing of the Holy Ghost. At 
the baptism of Jesus, three manifestations of the 
Godhead appeared. God spoke from heaven to 
say: “This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

The next heavy duty concept with 
Muslims is that Jesus was NOT crucified!

“That they said (in boast), “We killed Christ 
Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of 
Allah”; but they killed him not, nor cruci-
fied him, but so it was made to appear 
to them, and those who differ therein are 
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowl-
edge, but only conjecture to follow, for of 
a surety they killed him not:-Nay, Allah 
raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is 
Exalted in Power, Wise;-—Quran sure 4 
(Al-Nisa ??????) ayah 157-158[21]

The Muslim story follows that Jesus did 
not atone for any sins, and a belief in Jesus as 
your Savior is worthless. Muslims see Jesus as 
another mortal prophet, another person crucified 
instead, and that Jesus was taken by God to the 
heavens to await his return.

Again, read the Word, and pray. Muslims 
say the Holy Bible was corrupted, but rely on the 
Holy Ghost to witness and verify Jesus’ words 
in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.”

The next point, the return of Jesus 
is a very intriguing item. Most Christians look 
forward to the return of Jesus. Muslims also look 
forward to the return of Jesus, but for some dif-
ferent reasons. Let me just quote Wikipedia.org 
on their ‘Jesus in Islam’ page. It is presented 
fairly well:

Muslims believe that Jesus will return 
to earth near the Day of Judgment to 
restore justice and to defeat Masih ad-
Dajjal (“the false messiah,” also known 
as the Antichrist).[4][5]

Needed Islamic Knowledge
By Donald A. Syvanen
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When I was young, I watched the news 
for the latest accurate information. When I was 
a little older, I verified on another median the 
information I heard or read. Now, I need to verify 
the information just as a journalist does: read or 
see the actual information reported. So when the 
general media states that ‘Allah’ is Arabic for the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I read the 
Quran. What about Jesus?

I did a search at Wikipedia.org about 
‘Jesus in Islam.’ I suspect a lot of the story was 
done by a Muslim. Therefore, I tend to believe a 
lot of the Wikipedia words. I verified the words in 
my own copy of the Quran, and let me tell you 
now, the words of the general media are balo-
ney! Allah and the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob are two different beings! And I don’t think 
they even want to be seen in the same place at 
once! In reality, they cannot be in the same place 
at once.

First off, Muslims deny that Jesus 
was the Son of God! To Muslims, the belief 
that Jesus is the Son of God is called a ‘shirk,’ 
or a denial of the monotheism of God and it is 
the sole unpardonable sin. Whew! That’s a little 
heavy duty stuff for me! Don’t be led astray by a 
Muslim then!

Read the Word of God, and learn that the 
Unpardonable Sin is when you deny the HOLY 
GHOST! God, our Father in Heaven, witnesses 
to us through the Holy Ghost! God will guide us 
through Scripture, people we meet, things that 
happen, and the witnessing of the Holy Ghost. At 
the baptism of Jesus, three manifestations of the 
Godhead appeared. God spoke from heaven to 
say: “This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

The next heavy duty concept with 
Muslims is that Jesus was NOT crucified!

“That they said (in boast), “We killed Christ 
Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of 
Allah”; but they killed him not, nor cruci-
fied him, but so it was made to appear 
to them, and those who differ therein are 
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowl-
edge, but only conjecture to follow, for of 
a surety they killed him not:-Nay, Allah 
raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is 
Exalted in Power, Wise;-—Quran sure 4 
(Al-Nisa ??????) ayah 157-158[21]

The Muslim story follows that Jesus did 
not atone for any sins, and a belief in Jesus as 
your Savior is worthless. Muslims see Jesus as 
another mortal prophet, another person crucified 
instead, and that Jesus was taken by God to the 
heavens to await his return.

Again, read the Word, and pray. Muslims 
say the Holy Bible was corrupted, but rely on the 
Holy Ghost to witness and verify Jesus’ words 
in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.”

The next point, the return of Jesus 
is a very intriguing item. Most Christians look 
forward to the return of Jesus. Muslims also look 
forward to the return of Jesus, but for some dif-
ferent reasons. Let me just quote Wikipedia.org 
on their ‘Jesus in Islam’ page. It is presented 
fairly well:

Muslims believe that Jesus will return 
to earth near the Day of Judgment to 
restore justice and to defeat Masih ad-
Dajjal (“the false messiah,” also known 
as the Antichrist).[4][5]

Needed Islamic Knowledge
By Donald A. Syvanen
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The other logical conclusion leaves us 
with grace without consequence. For example, 
Osama bin Laden believed that what he was 
doing was right. And, since it is all left to opinion, 
we cannot hold him guilty for his actions.

The two words “is come,” relates to past, 
present, and future tense of the Scripture. As he 
is even at the door,[23] he is coming quickly.[24] 
We see in these examples they thrust the mind 
to consider, “If He comes right now, what is my 
spiritual condition?” The lack of “is come” in other 
versions will not bring to imminence His presence 
and the judgment is come, and “I” “is guilty”. The 
other 100 versions appease your conscience by 
not alerting your mind to “is come.” This, when 
viewed in its true light, is blasphemy and is the 
tactic of Satan. To dismiss these post-modern 
words; dynamic equivalence, cognitive dis-
sonance, Psychology, and a lack of liberty of 
conscience provides Satan free reign to throw 
us into the tempest of all the winds of doctrine[25] 
and dogma.[26] This is contrary to the sound 
Word of God and peace that passes all under-
standing.

To not examine these facts in light of 
the correct scriptures is foolishness. The whole 
world is engulfed in dynamic equivalence. I 
challenge you to show yourself approved,[27] 
unto GOD and test all the spirits.[28] Any word 
spoken or heard should be considered carefully 
in light of the KJV. We are not saved from this 
world; we are saved in this world and the battles 
for our souls. Choose ye this day whom you 
shall serve.[29] How long will you be undecided 
between two opinions?[30] Receive the liberty of 
conscience that enables you to see your need for 
the high priest. “JESUS THE CHRIST IS COME,” 
in the flesh. Put away sin, dynamic equivalence, 
repent, and be ye converted.[31] For the hour of 
his judgment “IS COME”.[32] Accept justification 
by faith; move in the LORD’S love, working out 
sanctification by faith leaving sin behind. Heaven 
will be a change of location not a change of expe-
rience. Redemption, sanctification—and for the 
same at His coming—glorification, (His as well 
as ours) is the only solution for the problems of 
today. Today is the day of salvation![33]

Steven Monroe resides in Meridian, Idaho and repre-
sents freedom4idaho.org. All Scripture is from the KJV 
Authorized Version.
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According to Islamic tradition which 
describes this graphically, Jesus’ descent will be 
in the midst of wars fought by the Mahdi (lit. “The 
rightly guided one”), known in Islamic eschatology 
as the redeemer of Islam, against the Antichrist 
(al-Masih ad-Dajjal, “False messiah”) and his 
followers.[26] Jesus will descend at the point 
of a white arcade, east of Damascus, dressed 
in yellow robes–his head anointed. He will then 
join the Mahdi in his war against the Antichrist. 
Jesus, considered as a Muslim, will abide by the 
Islamic teachings. Eventually, Jesus will slay the 
Antichrist, and then everyone from the People 
of the Book (ahl al-kitab, referring to Jews and 
Christians) will believe in him. Thus, there will be 
one community, that of Islam.[27]

Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 3, Book 43: 
Kitab-ul-`Ilm (Book of Knowledge), Hâdith Number 
656: Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Apostle said, 
“The Hour will not be established until the son 
of Mary (i.e. Jesus) descends amongst you as 
a just ruler, he will break the cross, kill the pigs, 
and abolish the Jizya tax. Money will be in abun-
dance so that nobody will accept it (as charita-
ble gifts)”—Collected by Muhammad al-Bukhari, 
Sahih al-Bukhari.[28]

After the death of the Mahdi, Jesus will 
assume leadership. This is a time associated in 
Islamic narrative with universal peace and jus-
tice. Islamic texts also allude to the appearance  

of Ya’juj and Ma’juj (known also as Gog and 
Magog), ancient tribes which will disperse and 
cause disturbance on earth. God, in response to 
Jesus’ prayers, will kill them by sending a type of 
worm in the napes of their necks.[26] Jesus’ rule 
is said to be around forty years, after which he will 
die. Muslims will then perform the funeral prayer 
for him and then bury him in the city of Medina 
in a grave left vacant beside Muhammad, Abu 
Bakr, and Umar (companions of Muhammad and 
the first and second Sunni caliphs (Rashidun) 
respectively).[5]

Let me further qualify some of the infor-
mation in the Wikipedia quote. Mahdi was a 
seven year old boy in the days shortly following 
the original Muslim Muhammad. He did not die, 
apparently taken by God until the last days. 

This belief is of one sect of Islam, the ones in the 
Mideast, Persia, called Shia.

The other Islam majority is called the 
Sunni. They are basically worldwide. One more 
sect of Islam is called Wahhabi, or the sect in 
Saudi Arabia. Wikipedia has a good story about 
the Saudi religious sect too. I made some pre-
liminary assumptions and wrote an eBook avail-
able at http://solomonwright.9f.com. But with this 
information on the Muslim perception of Jesus’ 
return and the Last Days, I am going to redo my 
assumptions.

“These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” 
      —John  16:33.
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It is a sure foundation and there are many warn-
ings.[15] I had placed them in the category of 
good words like the others, but in light of this 
major discovery, I could no longer accept any 
other version of Scripture. This brought into view 
all kinds of dispensational error, and brought into 
clarity, in a moment, all the errors and isms and 
all else that reign in our land. In this moment,  
I discovered for myself the very truth to all our 
problems.

Now I had to find out why the other ver-
sions were written in the manor they were writ-
ten, and all of this discovery points to Catholicism 
and 1881 when the ASV was done! One hundred 
versions were created after 1881—the KJV was 
outdated and supposedly new information was 
found. However, the lie of dating and new context 
was the pill of deception. Until you start digging 
up the characters who said new truth was to be 
found. You will find the two that created the per-
verted versions were not believers but evolution-
ists. You will find the scripts are from Alexandria, 
home of the heretics. Two simple words uncov-
ered by my study partner and me, the subtlety 
of Satan! The fallacy can clearly be seen in the 
100 different Bible versions, that someone is 
behind it all, and further the Jerusalem Bible is 
also a ruse for the deadly poison of what I found, 
and now has a name. It is Dynamic equiva-
lence.[16] Look it up. Also interestingly enough, 
Psychology [17] also took off around the same 
time—within two years of each other (from 1879 
to 1881)—and the revision of the Bible. We see 
that conscience is the mechanism that brings us 
to an understanding of our failure to keep the law 
and bids us to come and die and repent before 
Christ. The KJV does this clearly. The change 
in the other versions, though subtle, does not 
do this for you in that it does not pang your con-
science. The 100 other Bible versions allow for 
the sinner to remain comfortable in his sin. This is 
how dynamic equivalence works, watering down 
the gospel. Without a KJV in front of you the 
lie goes right through you and the deception is 
embedded like a Trojan virus and you are blinded 
without a solid basis to refute the lie.

This also works in the opposite manner when 
someone with the KJV, not knowing the person 
is using a later version of the scripture, blinds the 
conscience when the true word is spoken. The 
participant always responds, no one talks that 
way, it is too hard to understand.

I have often wondered why people who 
say they are saved and believe but refute any 
text when you reveal the KJV. Now there are 
many who disagree, however, this is liberty of 
conscience, but if all this does not matter what 
version you use, why does it matter? For the 
sake of unity, let’s gather around the KJV 1611 
version. It is and was translated correctly and 
carried by the spirit. To deny this places us on 
crushed rock called sand, it is almost 99% true. 
We do not use a gas engine manual to fix a 
diesel motor though both are engines; they have 
pistons, and crankshafts. But any true mechanic 
will tell you they are not the same.

Further study led us to understand that 
psychology teamed with dynamic equivalence 
is used to avoid “cognitive dissonance.”[18] 
The proceeding word leaves you without liberty 
of conscience and results in blindness or decep-
tion as a believer and exposes us to the guiles 
of Satan. Satan wants you to rationalize your sin 
away. The new Bible versions allow for many 
erroneous errors, but this is one of the most 
deadly.[19] The conscience is lulled away from 
alarm when doing wrong and back to “my opin-
ion is.” The half-truth becomes a powerful delu-
sion.[20] The workings of this plot leads us back 
to the garden: Did God really say?[21]

The danger in “dynamic equivalence” is 
that words do not mean the same things or evoke 
the same feelings we experience in the KJV as 
we study. We have to translate both to allow us 
to see the present truth for today. The lack of 
“cognitive dissonance” deceives us into remain-
ing in our sin comfortably. Now I am not sure as 
a reader you understand what a maxim of law is, 
the maxim works forwards and backwards. You 
are left with the same meaning; therefore, we 
can test this in our lives and use this to test with 
every other version against the KJV. On the other 
hand, if “dynamic equivalence” is true, there is no 
way to have truth but every one’s own opinion. 
Another way to say this scripturally is, “Every 
man is a law unto himself.”[22]

Conscience is the mechanism that 
brings us to an understanding of our 
failure to keep the law and bids us to 

repent before Christ.

From the Wikipedia text, one can see 
some ‘common-ground’ between the Christian 
and Muslim Last Day perception: an Anti-Christ. 
This doctrine is not one I could find in the Quran, 
it is in the Hadith, writings of Muhammad’s asso-
ciates about what Muhammad said. Al-Masih-ad-
Dajjal, the Anti-Christ, is in Hadith Number 649 
and 650 Volume 4, Sahih Al-Bukhari.

In comparison, the word ‘antichrist’ 
appears in the New King James Bible three 
times in 1 John 2:18, 22. The Apostle John sums 
it up in verse 22b: ‘He is anti-Christ who denies 
the Father and the Son’ nkjv. That means that 
Muslims, atheists, and agnostics, are rated as 
anti-Christ’s in that they all deny that Jesus is our 
Savior, the Son of God.

The next is from Islamic traditions of how 
Jesus returns to aid Muhammad Mahdi in the 
fight against evil and the anti-Christ. They win 
the wars and lead a worldwide Caliphate, or a 
worldwide state of Islam! The Devil seems to 
have an ace up his sleeve. If a person claiming to 
be Mahdi shows some exceptional powers, has 
another person appear in a yellow robe coming 
down from the sky east of Damascus claiming to 
be Jesus, I assume that even Sunnis that do not 
believe in the appearance of Mahdi will change 
their minds!

Now it then does not seem too far-out of 
an idea to think of the “we only sell to Muslims” 
may become a very popular idea! The Mark-of-
the-Beast is a symbolic item. What you think and 
what you do come from the mark on your head 
and your hand.

Again, read the Word, study and pray. I 
refer to Zachariah 14:3-4a: ‘Then the lord will 
go forth. And fight against those nations, As He 
fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet 
will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces 
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives 
shall be split in two.” nkjv

So we can see how the Lord (whom I 
interpreted to mean Jesus) will return and put His 
feet on the Mount of Olives! Not Damascus!

So in summary, remember three things 
about Muslims:

1)  They deny the divinity of Christ.
2)  They deny the crucifixion of Christ.
3)  They have a different Christ returning  
      in the Last-Days.

Donald A. Syvanen is the father of nine children 
(two genetic, seven adopted). He holds a B.S. degree 
which did not supply a ChE position. He has a desire for 
political work in the distant future.

The Lord’s 
Supper Service 
will be Monday,  
March 25, 2013 
after sundown
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And every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 
not of God: and this is that [spirit] of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
should come; and even now already is it 
in the world.

I looked at the words and at first I did 
not see it . . . okay I started breaking it down . 
. . Confess with your mouth . . . believe in your 
heart that Jesus is Lord and you will be saved, 
right? Except that is not what it says at all. Look 
at these quotes; “Every spirit” –WHAT! “That con-
fesseth not”—DO YOU SEE IT! “Jesus Christ 
is come”—REALLY! “not of God”—ALL! “is that 
spirit of antichrist”—THIS IS THE WORLD! The 
smallest word IS now stood out as the most 
important word and contains a three-fold under-
standing of the past, present, and future. I must 
choose to receive the truth or accept the lie; no 
answer is accepting the lie. So it could be under-
stood that Jesus did come{past}, is come now 
in the world{present}, and will come again soon 
{future}.

I recently completed a survey of the 
test of the spirit described in 1 John 4:3 to oth-
ers around me and throughout the week the 
responses were curious, but established a pat-
tern. I received several answers to my questions, 
generally with the same sound in my ears, but 
different words with different meanings. I felt like I 
was the last person left as in the movie, the body 
snatchers, with no escape. Could we all be this 
deceived? Immediately upon asking the ques-
tions the respondent in each instance reacted 
with abrupt consternation of my line of ques-
tioning. Right before my eyes the spirit of the 
antichrist appeared. IT WAS THE DIFFERENT 
VERSIONS FROM THE KING JAMES 
AUTHORIZED VERSION! Try this for yourself, 
I never realized the level of sophistication of the 
deceptive spirit, I am living proof of this experi-
ence. I pondered to myself; I have seen people 
come to the truth through those other versions, 
or did they? Even I, myself came to hold deeply 
to my NASB. Of course, I only realized the truth 
of keeping His commandments—and especially 
the fourth—in the last few years. I even knew that 
the commandments are written on my heart; how 
had I missed this deceptive spirit? I now realize 
I was deceived by several things at once; spirit, 

physical, and the world. As I spoke with these 
people throughout the week it was clear to me 
that the relationship and ability to question the 
issue was now strained at best. I left the study 
that night and I saw how much consternation 
was stirred up. I went back to God and asked, 
“What just happened?” In the next few days, 
as my study partner and I were going through 
Scripture, we were recollecting our thoughts on 
what had occurred at the meeting. I had a spiri-
tual bee in my bonnet to understand what I had 
experienced and seen. Led back to Scripture a 
day or two later, I looked at 1 John 4:3 again. I do 
not know why I did this next search, but the Holy 
Spirit revealed a truth that led to this discovery.  
I hypothesized that the other versions were 
the problem, but once again, as earlier, the 
compartmentalized nature of the lie was lead-
ing me to men and how the versions changed 
words. Then I searched the phrase “is come” in 
BlueLetterBible.org. I searched KJV with quotes 
“is come.” Hmm, 124 times in 119 verses.  
So then it hit me, “Well, let us see what sayest 
thou NIV, NASB, NLT, and all others.” ZERO 
ENTRIES!!! NOT ONE ENTRY FOR “IS COME!” 
. . . DO YOU SEE IT? . . . STOP! . . . GO NO 
FURTHER! . . . Go read 1 John 4:3 KJV, then 
pick your favorite flavor of the 100 other differ-
ent Bible versions. None of the texts states “is 
come.”

Immediately . . . now I had to disprove 
that the King James is to be the only inspired 
word of God. I set out to study its history . . . you 
know the deep earth of Matthew 15. I went to the 
author’s, the critics, and the refuters. Amazingly, 
there is no doubt in my mind that the King James 
Authorized Version is the inspired word of God.  

The weekly Sabbath is a day in which 
Christians should delight in God’s presence.

“Sabbath rest” is a concept far removed 
from the hurly-burly activities of modern life. 
The day, Saturday, is, for most, consumed with 
a round of strenuous (or couch-potato) leisure 
activity or shopping or visiting, leaving no time 
for recovery from the weekly grind. Besides, the 
notion of a day set apart for religious purposes is 
simply old hat.

But what if you consider Sabbath obser-
vance important to your Christian walk? Is it 
a day to hibernate in gloomy solitude? A day 
crammed with restriction? What is a Sabbath 
rest? The manner of observance of a weekly 
“holy day” varies from keeping one’s Bible in 
hand to staying in bed all day—or simply making 
minor adjustments to the normal daily routine. 
What is a godly balance?

Brief History of Time

Health experts praise the benefits of a 
weekly time of rest. It’s approximately twenty-
four hours of physical recuperation. And certainly 
Sabbath observance provides that—a charging 
of our depleted batteries. But there’s more to it. 
For, apart from the physical benefit, Sabbath has 
no eternal value unless we are in a personal rela-
tionship with the Lord of the Sabbath.

Jesus Christ is Lord: “That the Son of 
man is also Lord also of the Sabbath” (Luke 
6:5). Writing of Jesus, the apostle Paul told the 
Colossian Christians, “. . . by him all things were 
created that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible . . . and he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist” (Colossians 
1:16a, 17).

A Day of Joy

Certainly such a memorial must encour-
age a joyful response. Yet many believers dread 

the approach of the Sabbath Day! It’s traditionally 
dourly viewed as merely a time of boring inactiv-
ity punctuated by a church visit followed by the 
long-awaited end of the day. Others will invest 
the day with an endless round of “don’ts” to the 
extent of suppressing the joy of Sabbath.

Whatever way observed, it is a personal 
matter between each of us and our Creator. 
What guidance has He given us in the Scriptures 
as to its observance?

Sabbath is a day of God’s appointment—
a day He has set aside to meet with His people. 
It is useful to note what God has said about this 
day. To Moses He said: “. . . the seventh day is a 
Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation (Heb 
miqra)” (Leviticus 23:3). That is, a separated 
day for assembling in His presence. And as the 
Almighty Creator, He determines the time and 
the day! He also tells us the attitude we ought to 
have on Sabbath.

Following their seventy years of serf-
dom in Babylon (imposed by God for Sabbath 
neglect!) the Jews returned chastened to the 
land of Israel. The religious Jews protected the 
Sabbath by numerous regulations (included in 
their Oral Law), many of which went contrary to 
the divine intent of Sabbath observance. Joy was 
largely emptied from this special Day!

God set the Sabbath aside for rest: “. . . in 
it you shall do no work” (Exodus 20:10). To fulfill 
this, the Pharisees minutely defined “work”.

It was forbidden by them to pluck a 
head of grain (for example, see Matthew 12:1ff) 
because that was considered “harvesting”. But it 
was permissible to circumcise on the Sabbath, 
which is work for someone (John 7:22). It was 
also permitted to attend to animals in distress 
(Luke 13:15, 14:5), a logical exception. For the 
Pharisees the day of joy had become a burden-
some ball and chain—eased only by the addition 
of humanly-devised circumventions.

DELIGHT IN THE SABBATH
by James McBride
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In the last few months my study partner 
and I have been experiencing something reflect-
ing upon the situations and circumstances in our 
own lives and the world at large. The situations 
and circumstances have prompted us to ask 
questions of what we are seeing in our country, 
our local area, the world, and our personal lives. 
This set of issues has caused us to ponder the 
question, Is there a text in the Scripture that 
proves once and for all that we can be sure we 
have the truth? To those who believe there are 
many ways to God and many versions to lead 
them to truth . . . we need to look for the defini-
tive answer.

All of us have experienced in our lives the 
political incorrectness, the millions of churches, 
the corrupt government, the loss of justice, and 
man’s moral degradation. Are we experiencing 
the death of a nation or a recessive period of 
American society that may forever be changed 
for the worse? People today are searching 
for answers; the answers I am receiving from 
those around me never come from the pages of 
Scripture as the bedrock of their opinion, most 
answers are apathetic at best. What is clear in 
their opinions is that they lack the understand-
ing and bedrock of conviction to stand for the 
truth and allow their hearts to be changed.[1] 
Ultimately this leads to the need for the question 
to be asked, “Is there even a GOD at all?”

How can we have more churches oper-
ating than ever before in the history of this 
nation? Yet the standard of morality today is 
painfully obvious, the truth is a lie, and the lie 
is the truth.[2] Priests and pastors are preying 
on victims, some have been convicted as pedo-
philes, “youth groups are asking kids what you 
would do for a dollar?”, peddling Christ as if He 
is some teddy bear to hold in a time of crisis, 
marketing the Savior as a sort-of Peter Pan . . . 
“We can bring him to life if we will just clap our 
hands and believe.” The government recognizes 
almost every group, but Christianity. Look at any 
personal or social issue, there is a present dark-
ness actively working in it all.

This article is to discover and expose the 
deeds of darkness.[3] Why do we not see victory 
where truth stands? I never seem to be able to 
pin down any pastor to definitively define truth. I 
get, “Well that is your opinion.” So in life I am told 
it is my opinion that counts, yet Scripture says 
“And God spake all these words saying . . . .” [4]

What is this power or principality [5] I 
perceive but cannot put my hands on? This mix-
ture of humanism and spiritualism that displays 
itself in hearing and perceiving, is inherently evil, 
but not physical. We see this amalgamation in 
school and government meetings, it displays 
itself in injustice in our courts, and it hides in our 
pulpits and plays out in our broken marriages 
and relationships. The answer is that Satan has 
compartmentalized his plan so you perceive it 
when hearing it in one part, but not see the full 
dispensation of the understanding of his lies.

However, the Bible has the answer and 
makes known the deeds of darkness.[6] God’s 
word, my friends, is reliable; it is the only sure 
foundation.[7] You have heard it said, “Evil tri-
umphs when good men do nothing.[8]” Well, that 
is interesting because there is no one who is 
good but Christ,[9] so the answer is clear: there 
are no good men to stop evil, only the Messiah. 
This statement by Mr. Burke would be better 
phrased, “Evil triumphs because man has not 
repented or recognized their need for Christ, and 
the deceiver has blinded us by making us com-
fortable in our sins.[10]” You have heard that all 
Satan requires is to take you one degree off the 
mark or give you 99% truth.[11] We know these 
clichés, but we really do not perceive the dan-
ger of this spiritual cancer. Remember! You are 
not responsible for believing the lie, you will be 
judged for not accepting the truth. Study to show 
thyself approved [12] unto GOD. This led to my 
question that I posed on the Internet as a test of 
the spirit.[13] What does this world say the test 
is? The answer when Googled came up amaz-
ingly with the answer: 1 John 4:3.[14]

“Liberty of Conscience”
Steven Monroe & Dale Dutt

Made For Man

By contrast, how does the Creator of the 
Sabbath expect us to spend this precious twenty-
four hours? God makes it crystal clear through 
the prophet Isaiah: “If you refrain from doing your 
own business on the Sabbath, on my sacred day, 
and hold the Sabbath a delight, and the Eternal’s 
sacred day [the true “Lord’s Day”!] an honour, 
not following your own wonted round, not doing 
business and not talking idly, then you shall have 
delight in the Eternal’s favour” (Isaiah 58:13-14, 
Moffatt).

God Wants Us to Enjoy His Day!

Jesus picked up on the same theme. He 
saw no conflict when the disciples plucked some 
grain on the Sabbath. (This wasn’t theft but was 
permitted in the Law, though the Pharisees said 
‘not on the Sabbath’! That would be work.) He 
accepted the Pharisees’ right to circumcise and 
to attend to the needs of livestock. In essence, 
Jesus made it clear that “the Sabbath was made 
[created] for man”—i.e., for our benefit (Mark 
2:27). He cited the fact that the Divine Law permit-
ted the priestly work to proceed on the Sabbath. 
He also cites the example of the starving David 
and his men. [NB this was an emergency situa-
tion!] They ate the shewbread—forbidden to all 
but the priests. Jesus refers here to the Jewish 
oral tradition (based on Leviticus 24:8) that the 
loaves were properly placed on the pure table 
with frankincense on the Sabbath for consump-
tion by Aaron and his sons, and that it was on this 
day that David and his men ate it.

Jesus concluded that “the Son of Man is 
lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28). Sabbath is our 
servant—for physical re-creation—and above 
all to provide spiritual nourishment through our 
contact with our Creator. In a special sense, 
Jesus Christ is with each of His brethren on this 
appointed day.

Clear the Decks

Adam was created in the dying hours 
of the sixth day and, although he didn’t need a 
physical rest, he stepped right into joyful Sabbath 
communion with his Creator. That’s the funda-
mental purpose of Sabbath.

Sabbath, then, is indeed a time for physi-
cal rest. It’s a day for joyful celebration. It’s a day 
to spend extra time with the Saviour in prayer 
and in perusing God’s Word. It’s a time for fel-
lowship—where possible, with brethren. It’s even 
a time, following the example of Jesus, to “stroll 
through the cornfield”. And to enjoy these ben-
efits to the full, we should “clear the decks” by 
preparing for it on the day before.

The vast majority of mankind, of course, 
treads all over God’s holy day without a thought 
for their Creator. They will work in restaurants 
and power stations. They will serve in shops and 
deliver the milk and newspapers. The Sabbath 
means nothing to them. In a sense, that doesn’t 
matter so long as they don’t have a personal rela-
tionship with their Creator and Saviour. Are we 
not glad we can switch on the power for heat and 
light and a “cuppa” on the Sabbath? And, if away 
from home, that we can benefit from the services 
of transport and restaurants and service sta-
tions? That we can rest assured the emergency 
services are at the other end of the phone link?

Balanced Choice

Wise King Solomon made a helpful state-
ment that applies well to our keeping of the 
Sabbath. He wrote: “Do not be overly righteous, 
nor overly wise. Why should you destroy your-
self [i.e. be desolate, miserable]?” (Ecclesiastes 
7:16). As with life in general, our observance of 
the Sabbath is a matter of balanced choice. Each 
Christian must decide how he or she can best ful-
fill this weekly appointment with the Creator—in 
the liberated spirit of the example of Jesus.

The Colossian Christians had a thing 
about how to observe the weekly and annual 
Sabbaths. They had taken on board the then 
prevalent austere practices.

(continued on page 16)

The Sabbath
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President’s Letter

Now is the time of the year that most Christians begin to feel 
uncomfortable because we know, in our hearts, that the celebration of Halloween is wrong, but we 
have trouble keeping our distance from its observance—especially for our children and the fact that 
it occurs at our door steps.  We know that any involvement in Halloween is not a Christian activity, 
but we are concerned about stating our objection in a way that affects our children in school, our 
fellow workers, our neighbors or anyone else that notices our lack of participation, but hears  
nothing about it.

I have been one of those who, instead of confronting the kids (and often time’s parents), at 
our door step on Halloween Eve or Halloween Night, turns off our lights and ignores any knock or 
doorbell ringing, knowing that it is probably trick-or-treaters in our neighborhood.  In my childhood,  
I used to be one of them and my church took a position that it was simply play acting and not an 
acknowledgement of witchcraft and all that it entails.  We were just playacting and collecting candy 
and it was a fun activity.  However, in about the fourth grade, the fun activity turned evil with the 
practice of putting dangerous items in the candy—such as razor blades, pins, other metal and 
drugs.  Halloween became what it truly is, a celebration of evil and the works of the devil.

Today, with churches recognizing not the evil but the safety issues associated with 
Halloween, have begun holding Halloween activities at the church, thereby eliminating the need to 
examine the candy and making it a fun activity again for the children.  Costumes can be anything, 
and the children come to understand that Halloween and its underlying meaning really aren’t all 
that bad.  As long as we do it under the right setting, at the church, we can overlook the true mean-
ing of Halloween and have fun doing it.

We as Christians need to stand up for what is right and not be silent about a practice 
whose foundation deals with witchcraft, evil spirits, ghosts and goblins, and all the other practices 
associated with this form of devil worship.  Movies about Halloween have gone from scary to 
outright Satanic, concentrating on the evil and avoiding the impact on our children.  Halloween is 
another of the devil’s devices that attempt to convince us that witchcraft, that ghosts and goblins, 
that fright are really not all that bad and actually can be fun for us and our children.  Don’t believe 
it for a second and don’t be afraid to voice your concerns to your neighbors, to your fellow work-
ers, or to the many churches that feel it is necessary to provide an “alternative,” but still promote its 
practice.  Halloween is what it is:  an evil for evil’s sake and not something that should cause our 
children to feel punished or deprived when they are unable to participate at school, at church or in 
our neighborhoods.  Let’s teach them—and the world around us—about the evil inherent in this  
holiday and what it does to our Christian faith.

Tom Kendrick, General CounCil President

In Nehemiah, chapter 8, we find the com-
memoration of the completion of the temple and 
the finding of the Book of Law. This chapter from 
Nehemiah is used in an article of the Daily Bread 
in 1990. The writer of the article asks the fol-
lowing question: “If God wanted the Israelites to 
have a good time of feasting and sharing, would 
He condemn a festive spirit at Christmas time?”

 The festive occasion in Nehemiah 8 was 
related to the feasts of Moses’ day (see vs.14). 
So, it was definitely of or from God. In order to 
compare Nehemiah 8 with the Christmas cele-
bration, you would have to find a Bible verse that 
stated that the apostles and disciples celebrated 
Christmas, or where and when it was observed, if 
they celebrated it yearly on December 25th! But, 
you’ll never find it!

 Even the writer from the Daily Bread 
admits, “It is true that the Bible does not tell us to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday, and we don’t know the 
exact date.” Not only do they not know the exact 
day, they don’t even have the correct month!

 However, in Nehemiah’s day they had 
several good reasons for their festive occasions. 
Compare Leviticus 23 with Nehemiah 8.

 The Daily Bread article continues: “Then 
too, much about the season has a pagan back-
ground.” It is good to be honest about that, but 
some people admit stealing is wrong, and then 
they try to camouflage their stealing. So, the 
author of that article tries to cover up the pagan 
practices by saying: “But this doesn’t make it 
wrong to celebrate (Christmas) if Christ is kept 
uppermost in our lives.” Now, how do we keep 
Christ uppermost in our lives while we celebrate 
a heathen day? Does it really change the fact 
that it originally had nothing to do with Christ’s 
birth by now saying that it does? Will the lie of 
claiming/proclaiming that it is Christ’s birthday 
justify in God’s eyes our participating in the 
pagan customs?

 Wait a minute! Why didn’t Aaron think of 
lying to cover up the incident of making a golden 
calf, or did he? Well, if he did it sure didn’t put him 
in the good graces of God! In Exodus 32 it shows 
that Aaron as a leader did use a lie to cover up 
the paganism of their feast. Aaron even said it 
was a feast unto the Lord (vs. 5). But, did that get 
Aaron in good standing with God?

 Today the church leaders take a hea-
then holiday and say that it is unto the Lord, His 
birthday—which is a lie. They urge the people 
to celebrate Christmas regardless of it being 
borrowed from pagan worship. Are they saying 
that a lie erases the paganism? If so, then Aaron 
was unjustly condemned by God. Remember, he 
tried to cover up the paganism of the Israelites 
celebration with the golden calf, he said it was 
a feast unto the Lord! So, if it’s ok to use lies 
and heathen ways mixed into worship of the true 
God, then God owes Aaron an apology!

 The Daily Bread writer continued by say-
ing: “We don’t think of mistletoe, holly, and ever-
greens, as being pagan anymore than we associ-
ate Sunday and Monday with the worship of the 
sun and moon gods.” Yes, mistletoe, holly, and 
evergreens, of themselves are just plants, but 
what are you doing with the plants? Why are you 
mixing them in with a day or a season in worship 
of the Lord? Why do you decorate your house 
and church buildings with these things only at a 
certain time of year, a time when history proves  
it was a time of pagan worship?

 As to the naming of the days: Sunday, 
Monday, etc. . . . it is obvious that we are not 
using them with worship of God when we merely 
use them to designate the days in a secular 
world. We are not mixing it with a worship of 
our God. Since we live in this world we have to 
use the same words of the country we live in to 
designate what day of the week when we want to 
perhaps schedule a dentist appointment.

A Unique Usage of a Nehemiah Text
By Lorene Bartch
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 The writer winds up his article by saying, 
“Keep Christ central, then enjoy…” However, ask 
God whether the Israelites would have pleased 
Him more if Aaron had strived harder to remind 
the Israelites to keep God central and “then 
enjoy,” would it have made it all right in His sight? 
Would it then have been ok to use a golden 
calf?

 Does your Bible suggest that a mixed 
worship of some truth and some falsehoods is 
accepted by Christ? But there is another Jesus 
that is mentioned in II Corinthians 11:2-4, that 
Jesus you could keep central in such worship, 
even though it would be useless worship. The 
leaders and writers admit that Christmas came 
from paganism; it is obviously NOT from God! 
Why lie and try to excuse it? Read Matthew 15:8-
9, verse 9 especially states in Jesus’ own words 
that teaching man’s way of worship is indeed 
useless!

 A lady on a radio program asked a pastor 
the following: “Where was the Christmas tree in 
the original setting of the biblical setting of Christ’s 
birth?” the pastor’s answer was very brief, “There 
wasn’t any!” He preferred not to explain it, except 
to say that it is “all a pagan custom” because he 
observes Christmas.

 In April 1991 on the radio school program, 
Moody Bible Institute, a Dr. Harold Foose was 
teaching about the life of Christ. When Christ’s 
birth was mentioned, he casually brought up the 
fact that the shepherds couldn’t be in the fields 
during the time of Christmas. He said that the 
sheep would have been in the fields from April to 
autumn. Most people ignore that fact so that they 
can blindly accept that they have the right time 
for our Lord’s birth date (see Matthew 15:13-14). 
Now Dr. Foose added that most people are so 
“accustomed to the traditional belief” that they 
would consider it “heresy” if they were told (or 
taught) to change this traditional view of Christ’s 
birth. So we can see that most pastors are afraid 
of losing people of their congregations if they 
told them the truth! Now that their people are 
accustomed to believing the lies of Christmas, it 
is nearly impossible to get them to want the truth. 
Dr. Foose had unintentionally revealed many 
errors of the Christmas holiday. So much so that 

we could see that the host of the program hastily 
coached Dr. Foose into “excusing” it away.

 On another radio program they were dis-
cussing Santa Claus. The majority of the people 
who called in said that you have to “tell it as it is 
and be truthful because you’re a Christian.” But 
remember, the subject matter was only about 
Santa Claus. Wouldn’t God want them to be just 
as truthful about the rest of their Christmas holi-
day? Of course He does! The two guests on that 
program also said that they were against a Santa 
at Christmas because “they don’t like it mixed!” 
One even stated, “If Santa Claus were honored” 
in August, it would be different.” See, even they 
know that you shouldn’t have a pagan thing 
(Santa) mixed in with their worship of Christ! 
Another thing we can ‘see’ from their comment 
is that they have been tricked into believing that 
Christmas is from God and that Christ’s birth 
was in December. Otherwise, they wouldn’t have 
said that it would make a difference to them if it 
were in August. Why isn’t it just as ok to have a 
Santa in December as in August? If Santa is a 
pagan thing (and they know it is) they must think 
December 25th is a Holy day, so they don’t want 
it contaminated with paganism-Santa, not know-
ing it’s not a Holy day and it is a pagan holiday 
anyway!

 What confusion they are in! All because 
church leaders have allowed it, down through the 
centuries. How did all this get started? Because 
the church’s apostasy (mainly in Rome) way 
back in history, wanted the converts in quan-
tity—not necessarily in quality. So, the leaders 
allowed them to bring in their days and customs. 
They were given so-called Christian names when 
possible; hence, we have what is named Christ 
Mass (Christmas).

 Truth should be our motto (Ephesians 
4:25; Ephesians 5:9; Ephesians 6:14).
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Delight in the Sabbath 
(continued from page 13)

Paul told them to lighten up! He wrote: “So let no 
one judge you in food or in drink or regarding a 
festival or new moon or Sabbaths . . . Therefore 
if you died, with Christ, from the basic principles 
of the world, why, as living in the world, do you 
subject yourselves to regulations—‘do not touch, 
do not taste, do not handle’—which all concern 
things which perish with the using, according 
to the commandments and doctrines of men? 
These indeed have an appearance of wisdom in 
self-imposed religion, false humility and neglect 
of the body, but are of no value against the indul-
gence of the flesh” (Colossians 2:16-23).

The apostle continues by focusing the 
peoples’ minds (Colossians 3) on the important 
issue—through the risen Christ conquering our 
base human nature. It’s largely through our 
Sabbath contact with the Saviour that we can so 
overcome!

Sabbath, then, is a day for the people of 
God to rejoice before Him, and a day in which to 
delight.

James McBride
(Churches of God, UK)
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