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Statement of Beliefs:

1.  The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the supreme   Deity, 
Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the Holy Spirit is the 
promised Comforter.

2.  In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life; His 
miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily resurrection late on the Sabbath 
day; His ascension to the right hand of God in heaven; and His personal return to estab-
lish His kingdom and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3.  The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith in the pre-
cious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command to be baptized (immersed) in 
the Name of Christ for the remission of sins.

4.  That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies. 

5.  The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments, including the obser-
vance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly called Saturday) to be observed from sun-
set on Friday until sunset on Saturday.

6.  The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year at the proper and 
appointed time.

7.  In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just to eternal life 
and the unjust to eternal death.

8.  The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9.  The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy and that the Bible 
name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

10.  That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus.
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Howdy!

First, I need to apologize for a mistake I made 
in the last ACTS. I put that Don Palmer passed 
away on Memorial Day but it was Labor Day. 

I hope you like this month’s cover photo. I chose 
it to go with this issue’s holiday, Thanksgiving. I 
love the way God has made the world and am 
extremely thankful for his artistic hand. I am for-
ever in wonder at the ways that God designed 
the universe. 

Here in Idaho, we have had our first snow. My kids enjoy making snow 
cones out of the fresh snow we collect in pans and bowls set outside. 
Another wonder of God’s creation. I hope that as you go about your days, 
that you appreciate the way God has provided seasons, precipitation, stars 
and all the celestial wonders. I never get tired of finding out new things 
about the universe God created. 

Even if you look at just the immense size of God’s universe, you can see 
the amazing power of God. Stars that are millions of times bigger than 
our entire planet remind us how special we are in His sight. He made the 
whole universe, yet still cares enough about us individually to listen to us, 
every one of us. 

As you go about your day, remember that no problem is too big or too 
small for Him to listen to, because just as we all care about our children, 
He cares for us, too.

Love in Christ,

Craig Moore 
Editor, ACTS Magazine



4

Daughter’s of the King
By Mary Ann Syvanen

Wow! A deer!

Sometimes we just get to going too fast.  There are so many things we need to get done, good 
things, things that should get done!  The house, supper, kids, church project, 4H, CAP, Daughters 
of the King, the neighbor lady, groceries, and on and on.  It all needs done and probably should 
be done now.  
I know the road is a bit icy.  I did slow down but I really need to be there ….

Wow! A deer!
  
Now I am slowed down!  Thanking God I missed the deer, I continue on.  Why do I need a deer 
on an already icy road?  

Sometimes I just get to going too fast.  I need to slow down, take time to look around, visit 
with God.  Today I am getting down my “have to have done” list before my out patient surgery 
tomorrow.  Tomorrow the doctors will remove as many of the spots as they can and test for 
cancer.  Days later I will be thanking God it is not cancer or asking for his strength and wisdom 
in choosing options. 

Yes, sometimes I get to going too fast and need to slow down long enough to look around.  Like 
the beautiful young buck clearing my bumper made the snow sparkle brighter, 35 mi/hr seem 
plenty fast, and my shopping at Walmart not nearly so urgent; my surgery tomorrow lets me 
pause and enjoy today.  I know many of you, my dear sisters, have traveled similar roads.  This 
is not the hardest, scariest, or most confusing path God has asked me to walk with him.  The deer 
went on his way and I finished my errands, picked up the kids, and made it home for supper.  
What changed?  My attitude, my enjoyment, my priorities, my conversation with God.  

Sometimes I just get to going to fast.  Like the three word text messages from my teens, my 
prayers with God become abbreviated requests, form apologies and hurried thank yous.  That 
is no way to treat a friend!  Today I am slowing down my rush,  looking around at the beautiful 
winter day and chatting with my friend, my LORD and Savior.

Please slow down today, look around you at the beauty and care God has surrounded us with.  
Take time to tell him how good the pumpkin pie tasted, how cute the grand kids are, or that the 
mountains look especially inviting.

Putting on the brakes, carefully … Mary Ann Syvanen, 
President of Daughter’s of the King, Don’s wife and mother of nine, from Carpenter, Wyoming
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Hope For Us
By Derwood Stewart

Hope: The feeling that what is wanted can be had or that 
events will turn out for the best; To look forward to something 
with desire and reasonable confidence; To believe, desire, or 
trust; This is a Message for the Believers in Jesus; those that 
have been Born Again, Washed in the Precious Shed Blood 
of the Lamb of God Baptized in water in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus, Baptized with the Holy Ghost (with Power and with 
Fire) and Sanctified through the Observance of the Written 
Word of the Lord (the Bible) with its Commandments and its 
Laws.

Is there any Hope for me; is there any Hope for you; is there 
any Hope for us? These are thought provoking questions. As 
to this query “Is there any hope” let me assure you that there 
is Hope; as long as there is Life in the body there is Hope.

Let me attempt to answer this query as Jesus Himself might 
answer it according to His own Written Words; “With men it is 
impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are pos-
sible” St. Matthew 19:26 and St. Mark 10:27.

Our Heavenly Father has made a way for His Children, the 
Saints to endure unto the End. He Gave us His Written Word, 
the Bible; He Sent His Only Begotten Son Jesus to Live a 
Righteous Life and to Show us the way to live then, He sent 
His Holy Spirit to Comfort and Strengthen us and to Lead, 
Guide, Direct and Teach us in ALL Truth. Praise His Holy and 
Righteous Name Forevermore!

I think what King David said in regards to the death of one 
of his sons, “While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: 
for I said, Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, 
that the child may live?” 2nd Samuel 12:22. This is also an 
encouragement for us.

In essence King David was saying, while there was breath 
“the Breath of Life” in the body, there was Hope that Good will 
Come. However, after the breath has left the body there is no 
longer any Hope for change.

Sometimes, I think Salvation “Walking in the Light of the Lord” 
should be looked at as a moment by moment, day by day 
Walk. Perhaps, it might be looked at through the eyes as of a 
recovering Alcoholic or a recovering Drug Addict; they MUST 
Walk it Out moment by moment / day by day. They also have 
to depend on some higher power.
Our Higher Power is the Holy Spirit of the Living God, the 
Creator of ALL that is and every will be; because we are 
Saved in, through and by the Precious Shed Blood of Jesus 

the Only Begotten Son of the Father. The Saints have an 
advantage that the world (sinners) do not have; we have the 
Written Word of the Lord, the Bible that not only shows us the 
way we should live, but it (the Bible) acts as a Mirror that we 
can look into and see where we are out of step so, that we 
can correct our ways.

The Apostle Paul in 1st Thessalonians 5:16-24 said, “Rejoice 
evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appear-
ance of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be pre-
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

There are a couple of key thoughts in this Scripture. One 
of the Primary things is to “Pray Without Ceasing.” We, the 
Saints of the Most High God need to have a continual Prayer 
in our heart, on our mind and coming from our lips. This is 
what I mean by the moment by moment /day by day Walk.

Another key thought in this Scripture is, “Abstain from all 
appearance of evil” or as King Solomon once said, “The Fear 
of the LORD is to hate evil” Proverbs 8:13. If we truly hate 
evil, we will be more likely to avoid and shun evil.

Let’s not forget the value of Praising the Lord in ALL things, 
1st Thessalonians 5:18. One Scripture says something like 
this; the Lord inhabits the Praises of the Saints, Psalms 22:3.

When the Spirit of the Lord Abides (Lives) in us we have this 
Hope that where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty, 2nd 
Corinthians 3:17 and this Liberty is the Light of Life in Jesus.

Rest assured, we are not alone in this query “is there any 
Hope for me” because we ALL struggle day by day to talk 
the Talk and walk the Walk that the Lord would have us to 
Live and if we are willing to Walk in the Light of the Truth (the 
Written Word of the Lord, the Bible), the Lord will Keep us and 
NO darkness will be able to overtake us. Therefore, there is 
Hope for us.

We, the Saints of the Most High God need to acknowledge 
the Lord in ALL our ways then, He shall direct our paths, 
Proverbs 3:6. If we endeavor to Walk continually in/on the 
Highway of Holiness, the Righteous Lord will Direct our Path.  
Yes, there is Hope for us. Praise His Holy Name!
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The Prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 17:7-8 wrote, Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the 
LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not 
see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall 
not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from 
yielding fruit.

To Hope in the Lord is to Trust that Lord will cause ALL things 
to work out to our good because we Love the Lord with ALL 
our Spirit, Soul and Body in that we Observe to Do (Keep) His 
Commandments and because we are the Called According to 
His Purpose.

In other words, our life is wrapped up and tied up in Serving 
the Lord in Spirit and in Truth. We are Woven into the Fabric 
of who Jesus is. The Holy Spirit is the Seam that Binds 
around the Fabric therefore, we are Held by the Power of the 
Lord.

In Titus 2:11-14 the Apostle Paul wrote, For the Grace of God 
that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, Righteously, and Godly, in this present world; 
Looking for that Blessed Hope, and the Glorious Appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave 
himself for us, that he might Redeem us from all iniquity, and 
Purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

The Soul (person) that would be Called a Child of God (a 
Saint) MUST be Born Again; In, Through and By the Precious 
Shed Blood of Jesus, the Only Begotten Son of God then, 
they MUST be Baptized in water in the Precious Name of 
Jesus, be Baptized in the Holy Ghost and then, Endeavor to 
Live their Life According to the Written Word of the Lord, the 
Bible.

We read in Lamentations 3:21-31, This I recall to my mind, 
therefore have I hope. It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are 
not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are 
new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. The LORD is my 
portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. The LORD 
is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh 
him. It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait 
for the salvation of the LORD. It is good for a man that he 
bear the yoke in his youth. He sitteth alone and keepeth 
silence, because he hath borne it upon him. He putteth his 
mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope. He giveth his 
cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full with reproach. 
For the Lord will not cast off for ever:

Even though the Prophet Jeremiah went through ALL man-
ner of affliction and distress yet, he never lost Hope in God 

because he knew that the Mercies of the Lord were Righteous 
and True.

Experience taught Jeremiah to Continually Hope in the Lord. 
As the words in one song says, “Joy comes in the morning” 
and yet, the words in another song says, “it won’t always be 
this way.”  Jesus is the Light at the end of all darkness.

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 2:11-13 wrote, Wherefore 
remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the 
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time 
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, hav-
ing no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ 
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ.

If a person is not the child of wealthy parents or other 
extended family members, they have little hope of receiving 
a rich endowment or inheritance. However, if they have been 
Adopted by wealthy parents then, they can expect a rich 
inheritance.

The Saints have been Adopted by God by the Shed Blood of 
Jesus His Only Begotten Son therefore, they are Entitled to a 
Rich Inheritance when Jesus Returns in the Clouds of Glory.

In Colossians 1:21-23 the Apostle Paul wrote, And you, that 
were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh 
through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded 
and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to 
every creature which is under heaven;

The mind of mankind can and will imagine many grievous 
things but when the Spirit of the Lord is Allowed to be the 
Primary Source of our thoughts, we can have Hope that He 
will Resolve every problem and undesirable situation.

Our Hope is predicated in our Obedience. Regardless as to 
how bad and hopeless situations in our life may sometimes 
seem to be; we can rest assured that Gods’ Word, the Bible is 
True and that He will Perform the Doing of His Word. Praise 
His Holy Name!

King David in Psalms 33:18-20 wrote, Behold, the eye of the 
LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in 
his mercy; To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them 
alive in famine. Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help 
and our shield.

November/December            2015 ACTS
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The Righteous Lord Watcher Over and Takes Care of the 
Soul (person) that Hates evil. Often times, even though a Soul 
(person) does not deserve the Favor and Help of the Lord; 
yet, because of who He is and who He wants us to be, He will 
Show us Favor and Provide that which is needed or required.

We read in Job 27:8, For what is the hope of the hypocrite, 
though he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul? Will 
God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him?

A Soul (person) that proclaims that they have been Born 
Again (Saved) and then continues to live a life of sin should 
not expect to Receive any Help from the Lord; their expecta-
tion for Hope is in Vain.

The Apostle Paul in Romans 5:1-5 wrote, Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: know-
ing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experi-
ence; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

Mankind has Access unto God in, through and by Jesus 
because of the Blood that He (Jesus) Shed for our sins there-
fore, we can Rejoice in Hope.

The more Experience in being Tried through Trials and 
Tribulations a Soul (person) has in Serving the Lord; the 
Stronger there Expectancy in Hope will be.

In Job 14:7-12 we read, For there is hope of a tree, if it be 
cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not cease. Though the root thereof wax old in the 
earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; Yet through the 
scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant. 
But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the 
ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail from the sea, and 
the flood decayeth and drieth up: So man lieth down, and ris-
eth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor 
be raised out of their sleep.

I actually experienced the first portion of this Scripture in Job 
14:7. I obtained a couple of Cyprus Slips (Tree Sprouts) from 
a swampy area, brought them home, poked a couple of holes 
in our front yard and planted the two Slips. After a few weeks 
my wife says to me, “those Cyprus Sips are dead; they break 
real easily. Should I pull them up?” To which I replied in the 
following manner, “the Bible states that if the root of a tree 
remains in the ground, by the scent of water, it would survive 
and bring forth buds.” I further stated, “We live on top of a 
swampy area (craw fish ground) where there is a lot of under-

ground water so, let’s leave them where they are.”

A few weeks later, we noticed that the Slips were putting on 
new growth; the new growth was coming out at the bottom of 
Slip just above ground level. Needless to say, both Cyprus 
Slips grew stronger and survived. One of Cyprus Trees got 
up-rooted by someone’s carelessness but the other Tree is 
still there growing stronger and taller every day.

I said all that to say this, “if we will hold on that which is Truth, 
the Written Word of the Lord, the Bible and endeavor to Do 
that which is Written; we too will Survive and Grow Stronger 
in the Lord and then, when Jesus Returns in the Clouds of 
Glory; we Shall Rise to Meet Him in the air. Praise His Holy 
Name!

There is a Time Appointed of God that no one knows but 
the Father and at that time, we will Receive our Reward if 
we Faint Not. The Apostle Paul in 1st Thessalonians 5:8 
wrote, But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation.

We MUST MAINTAIN A RIGHT MIND in Christ Jesus by His 
Holy Written Word, the Bible if we are to have Hope of Eternal 
Life.

The Saints are to Continually Wear the Helmet of Salvation 
in order for their Thinking to be Right. We MUST PUT ON the 
MIND OF CHRIST in order to Think and Do as He Thinks and 
Does.
 
In 1st Peter 1:13-15 the Apostle Peter wrote, Wherefore gird 
up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ; As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves 
according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

The loins of our natural body is from where we have the most 
powerful pulling force or ability. The Lord wants the Saints to 
have the Power of their mind to be Gird About with His Truth, 
the Written Word of the Lord, the Bible so that we will know 
how to Live a Right (Righteous) Life.

In the same order that a normal person must actively partici-
pate in putting on their own clothes they MUST also put forth 
an Active Effort to have Hope.

Our Hope relies on our Obedience to the Written Word of the 
Lord, the Bible and the Lords’ Willingness to Pardon our fail-
ures when we come to Him with a Sincere heart in the Name 
of Jesus His Only Begotten Son to ask for His Forgiveness.
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We need to Remember that we have a Command from the 
Written Word of the Lord, the Bible to be Holy. I think that 
may be why Believers in Jesus are called Saints. Saints are 
Identified as being Holy.

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 1:15-20 wrote, Wherefore I 
also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love 
unto all the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making 
mention of you in my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of Glory, may give unto you the spirit of wis-
dom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints, And what is the exceeding greatness 
of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the work-
ing of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he 
raised him from the dead,

The Hope of His Calling is that we might be Saved, Live a 
Righteous Life according to His Holy Word and then, Live and 
Reign with Him on the Earth Made New throughout Eternity.

The Prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 38:18 wrote, For the grave can-
not praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.

Every individual has the opportunity of Life Everlasting and 
that is while they live and breathe in this present life.  Once 
the Breath of Life has left these mortal bodies ALL Hope 
for Change is Lost. King Solomon in Proverbs 14:32 in part 
wrote, the Righteous hath hope in his death.

There are a lot of folk that do not believe or think that a Soul 
(person) can Live a Righteous Life. However, even as a natu-
ral parent would not insist that an infant child should do some-
thing that was impossible for them to do so, our Heavenly 
Father would not Require Righteous Living by the Saints.

Without Faith it is Impossible to Please God. Faith Cometh by 
Hearing and Hearing by the Word of God. Righteousness is 
nothing more than Living by the Written Word of the Lord, the 
Bible.

In 1st John 3:2-3 the Apostle John wrote, Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

The Lord calls those things that be not as though they already 
are therefore, today, the Saints are the Sons of God, Praise 
His Holy Name!

Then manner in which the Saints Purify their Souls is by 

Adherence to the Written Word of the Lord, the Bible because 
Jesus is Pure and Holy.

King David in Psalms 42:11 wrote, Why art thou cast down, 
O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope 
thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance, and my God. We need to continually encourage 
ourselves and encourage one another, and that by the Written 
Word of the Lord, the Bible that in Christ Jesus we Have 
Hope of Eternal Life. The Apostle Paul in Romans 8:24-25 
wrote, For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not 
hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But 
if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait 
for it.

It is difficult to see ourselves as being Saved or Holy but we 
need to Remember that the Lord does not see things as we 
see them. Therefore, it is very important that we Seek the 
Mind of Christ and the Will of the Lord to be in Operation in 
our Life.

In Romans 15:4 the Apostle Paul wrote, For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope.
 
We see from reading the Bible, the Written Word of God how 
that those that came before us went through many things 
in their lives and how that the Righteous Lord brought them 
through them ALL.

However, I realize that there are a lot of folk that have never 
Read through the Entire Bible and there are many that do not 
Read the Bible on a daily basis. However, I am 
here to tell you, “don’t just listen to what I have to say or my 
opinions but Read the Word of the Lord, the Bible for 
yourself and the Righteous Lord, in His Time, will Give you 
the Wisdom, Knowledge and Understanding you Need to 
Survive.”

In closing we read where the Apostle Paul in 2nd 
Thessalonians 2:16-17 wrote, Now our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and 
hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through 
grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good 
word and work.

I don’t know about you, but I know where I was when the 
Lord Saved me. I was on my death bed and without any Hope 
in this natural life but the Lord in His Love and Mercy had 
Compassion on me when I cried unto Him and He Delivered 
me from physical death and Saved my unworthy Soul there-
fore, I will Praise Him and Serve Him for the rest of my days.
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And One Fine Day, I Shall See Jesus when He Comes to 
Calls ALL of the Righteous Saints Home. Praise His Holy and 
Righteous Name Forevermore!
Derwood A. Stewart, Minister

House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries
http://preachersteacher.org 
hope@preachersteacher.org 

Tribute to My Dad
By Tim Palmer

We ALL have Don Palmer stories and I 
believe that they will be shared for many 
years to come. I want instead to offer a 
glimpse into who Don Palmer was from a 
perspective most of us would never have 
seen. 

You can tell a lot about a man by what he 
held close. A man’s wallet is like a window 
into his life and what he carried daily. I 
would like to share with you what my dad 
carried in his as I believe there is much to 
be learned about the Man I call Dad.

The exterior is worn from years of use. Its 
outside looks rough but the treasures are 
contained inside, much like my father.

There were the usual items you would 
expect.

A Costco card which my mother assured 
me he never used his entire life
A Cabelas credit card, what self-respect-
ing hunter wouldn’t have one of those, 
misc. receipts for purchases made years 
before, drivers license.
Then there were some items that made 
me smile and go “that’s my dad.”
4 completely filled punch cards for his 
favorite coffee shop. It was apparent he 
wasn’t saving them for the free coffee. He 
had spare keys to every truck he owned. 
Big Red (the Dodge one ton that was his 
pride and joy), the 77 Ford pickup, the 
blue Ford Ranger pickup, the 94 Ford 
pickup. Seems like a theme and a pat-

tern here. And then there was a small 
unmarked key I didn’t recognize. I asked 
Mom what this was for and she smiled 
and said that it was the GTO. The 1966 
GTO parked in the driveway hasn’t run 
since I got my driver’s license more years 
ago than I care to remember. But some 
day it would and my father wanted to be 
ready when it did.

I opened the inside of the wallet and 
immediately recognized the oh-so-famil-
iar green plastic carrier that usually came 
from Cabelas or Sportsman’s Warehouse 
given out to carry a hunting license. I 
thought to myself, “that has to be old.” 
Much to my surprise, it was purchased 
June 9th 2015. Like everything in my 
dad’s life, this was a goal. He was a 
hunter and fisherman, loved the outdoors, 
and no sickness or hospital was going to 
change that. On the license is the biog-
raphy of information needed to  obtain a 
license. Address, DOB 7/2/1943, lived in 
Idaho since 7/2/1943 and there was an 
archery ed. number.  Again a surprise to 
me.

As I continued to look at the items there 
were several that caught me by surprise. 
Tucked beneath his driver’s license were 
several one hundred doallar bills. They 
were perfectly folded in quarters. With 
them were several other bills folded the 
same way. What struck me as odd is the 
bills were folded separately and not as a 
group. My dad always wrote checks for 
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everything from coffee to lunch to large 
purchases. He never had much cash that 
I could recall. He wasn’t the “Mad Money” 
stash kind of man, he was more the “beg 
for forgiveness” than ”ask for permission” 
kind of guy, so I was puzzled finding it 
where I did. It was several days later as 
Jason and I were going over the services 
and I told him about it. He looked at me 
and asked “you know what that was for, 
don’t you?” I said I have no idea. He pro-
ceeded to tell me something about my 
father I didn’t know.

My father’s office was a coffee shop, a 
small café or a quiet restaurant in what-
ever town he was stopped in. Many times, 
I would see his truck parked out front of a 
diner at different times of the day. Small 
index cards or notebook filled with hand-
writing only he or my mother could read, 
going over the day’s work ahead. As he 
stopped by, he became friends with all 
the staff he came in contact with. My dad 
was easy to talk to so he shared many 
life stories along the well traveled road 
to the coffee shops he visited. Many he 
came in contact with were discouraged 
by life’s journey and were in difficult situ-
ations. It was those folks that tugged at 
Dad’s heartstrings. At some point, one or 
several of the neatly folded bills would find 

their way to a palm during a hand shake, 
left under a check or coffee cup. I’m sure 
there were many tears my dad never saw 
due to his random acts of kindness and 
the neatly folded bills.

The next thing I found was something I 
knew was there. He had shared it with me 
some years before. It was a picture of my 
mother from high school. The black and 
white photo was showing the wear and 
tear of many years tucked in its special 
hiding place. But as he pulled it out to 
show me, he handled it with the care of 
a priceless painting, which to him, it was. 
At one point of my life, we were having 
one of those father-son talks. I’m sure I 
was in some sort of pity party and looking 
to him for council. He looked at me and 
said “I have something to show you.” He 
pulled out the worn picture of my mother. 
“You see that, son?” he asked. “That’s the 
woman who stole my heart and changed 
my life forever. I carry that picture to 
remember the feelings I had so many 
years before and to remember why I con-
tinue. It’s not always about you, son. Find 
your reason to stay the course and con-
tinue the fight. This is mine, now go find 
yours.” I have carried a picture of my wife 
in my truck ever since that day. I pull it out 
often and hold it much like my father held 
the picture of my mother on that day. 

My dad loved his family more than any-
thing. His last days were a mighty testa-
ment to that. Dad, you are the only man in 
my life worthy of the title “hero.” Until we 
meet again.

Tim

Don riding his horse while camping.
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In Loving Memory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints.  Psalms 116:15

Keith Siddens
Sept. 29, 1925 – May 6, 2015

Donald Palmer
July 2, 1943 – Sept. 7, 2015

Faye Harris
July 23, 1923 – Oct. 9, 2015

Pastor Theophilus Lynch
 Oct. 6, 1934 – June 17, 2015

Wayne Sheffield
Oct. 4, 1925 – Sept. 8, 2015

Mayne Harris
July 22, 1922 – Nov. 24, 2014



The Lord’s Supper Service will 
be held on Thursday, April 21st 
at sundown this year. The Pass-
over will be held on Friday, 
April 22nd at sundown. 

The Daughters of the King are 
going to be having an auction 
this year! So if you have any-
thing you would like to donate 
to be auctioned off, or would 
like to make something for the 
auction, let Millie or Melanie 
know. The auction will be held 
during Campmeeting. If you 
have anything you would like 
to donate for the booth, those 
are greatly appreciated as well.

GoodSearch! It’s been a while 
since we had this in here, so 
we thought we would remind 
everyone that you can sup-
port the General Council by 
using GoodSearch as your 
search engine, and they will 
automatically filter out unsafe 
content! You can also support 
us by shopping at your favorite 
online retailers through their 
GoodShop store. 

The Meridian Church of God 
Seventh Day is looking for:

FULL-TIME, CHRIST-CENTERED 

PASTOR

Meridian, Idaho - Church of 
God Seventh Day
Contact: Gordon Williams - 
 g-kwilliams@juno.com

12

Information and Announcements
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  a b c d e f g h i j   s o n o f d a v i d
1                       a g r e c h i k m q

2                       m v e u t b p s x z

3                       m a s t e r k i n g

4                       f h v s a a w h j k

5                       q p l v c n t b x a

6                       w v m t h c s c m l

7                       e x b i e h w v y m

8                       a y s e r v a n t h

9                       f s h e p h e r d m

10                       q x e v i n e g t i

  Use the answers for the crossword to find the hidden picture in the word search.

  Across

1a Luke 8:24 ~ ______, ______, we perish.

3b Jeremiah 23:5 ~ that I will raise unto David a righteous ______,

7b Matt 12:18 ~ Behold my _______, whom I have chosen; my beloved,

10c John 10:11 ~ I am the good ________:

  Down

7b 1 John 5:5 ~ but he that believeth that Jesus is the ___ of God?

1d John 3:2 ~ Rabbi, we know that thou art a ______ come from God:

7e John 15:5 ~ I am the ____, ye are the branches:

5g Matt. 27:11 ~ Art thou the ____ of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.

6j Matt. 1:1 ~ The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of ____, the son of Abraham.

  servant, master, vine, son, shepherd, David, branch, teacher, king servant, master, vine, son, shepherd, David, branch, teacher, king

servant, master, vine, son, shepherd, David, branch, teacher, kingservant, master, vine, son, shepherd, David, branch, teacher, king



  Financial Statements Nov 30, 2015
ASSETS         
  Checking-US Bank - 0190   
   Tabernacle                 10,928.35
   Campmeeting        2,890.56
   General  
    General main acct  3,269.35
   Total General        3,269.35  
    Missions                 1,720.00
    Merchant fee                  -0.03
  Total Checking/Savings     18,808.23
  Other Current Assets        
    Undeposited Funds  259.45
  Total Other Current Assets          259.45
 Total Current Assets       19,067.68
TOTAL ASSETS            19,067.68
LIABILITIES & EQUITY          
  Payroll Liabilities  
   Fed Withholding   115.00     
   Futa       12.00
   ID Withholdings     76.00
   Medicare      55.10
   Social Security   235.60
  Total Payroll Liabilities   493.70     
Total Current Liabilities          493.70
 Long Term Liabilities    
  Stucker - US Bank Eq. Loan  4,400.00
 Total Long Term Liabilities      4,400.00  
  Total Liabilities      4,893.70
Equity     
 Retained Earnings         -756.18
 Net Income      14,930.16
Total Equity         14,173.98
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY                 19,067.68
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   General Council Committee Members

Licensing and Credentials:
	 Jonathan	Carson
	 Roger	Boone	
	 Ken	Walker	
	 Steve	Boone
	 Bill	Siddens

By-Laws: 
	 Roger	Boone	
	 Mary	Ann	Syvanen
	 Earl	Rice

Finance/Facility: 
	 Roger	Boone	
	 Rodney	Boone
	 Charles	Ward	
	 Jonathan	Carson	
	 Marilyn	Sheldahl	-	As	Treasurer

Tabernacle - Sub-committee: 
	 Rodney	Boone	
	 Don	Smith	
	 Craig	Moore

Camp Meeting: 
	 Jim	Flannery	
	 Craig	Moore
	 Rebecca	Brown	

DOK - Children’s Leader 
	 Mary	Ann	Syvanen	-	President

You may contact our members through our adminasst@cogpublishing.org email and it will be 
forwarded to the people accordingly. We would love to hear from you!
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Are you looking forward to Campmeeting? 
We sure are! This year is going to be lots of 
fun with great speakers and some good ol’ 
fashioned fellowship and singing! We hope 
you will join us in Meridian, ID this year 

from July 4th-9th!

Looking forward to seeing you there!

GENERAL COUNCIL CHURCHES OF GOD

(SEVENTH) DAY INC.
1827 WEST 3RD ST
MERIDIAN ID  83646-1653

Non-Profit Organization
PAID

Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

Contact us: by Mail         Phone  (208) 888-3380        E-mail  adminasst@cogpublishing.org  
       or    Website:  www.actsforgod.org 

The Lord’s Supper Service will be held on Thursday, 
April 21st at sundown this year. The Passover will be 
held on Friday, April 22nd at sundown. 


