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ever, the suggested donation is $4.75 or $28.50 annually.  Checks may be made out to 
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Statement of Beliefs:

1.  The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the supreme   Deity, 
Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God, and the Holy Spirit is the 
promised Comforter.

2.  In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life; His 
miracles; His victorious and atoning death; His bodily resurrection late on the Sabbath 
day; His ascension to the right hand of God in heaven; and His personal return to estab-
lish His kingdom and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3.  The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith in the pre-
cious blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command to be baptized (immersed) in 
the Name of Christ for the remission of sins.

4.  That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies. 

5.  The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments, including the obser-
vance of the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly called Saturday) to be observed from sun-
set on Friday until sunset on Saturday.

6.  The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year at the proper and 
appointed time.

7.  In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just to eternal life 
and the unjust to eternal death.

8.  The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9.  The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy and that the Bible 
name for the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

10.  That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus.
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Howdy Readers!

Campmeeting time is almost here!

I love this time of year for many reasons. One, 
first and foremost, July 4th. Not for the reasons 
many of you may think. It was the day that my 
wife and I got married, and every year people 
celebrate it by shooting off fireworks in our 
honor...no, really, they’re for us. I hear that by 
some strange coincidence something else 
significant happened on that date, too. Weird.

Anyway, back to my second reason for loving this time of year, 
Campmeeting. I am looking forward to seeing all of you there. We have 
some really great speakers and some fun activities for everyone. The local 
youth group will also be shooting off fireworks at the church. It’s always 
great to spend time with the family of God, there are many friends I only 
get to see around Campmeeting time.

Also, this year my parents are planning to come out for a visit, which is 
always a lot of fun. We always have a great time visiting and catching up. 
We usually do a project while they are here, and the kids love “Grandma’s 
Crafts” that she always brings with her. Growing up with a lot of family 
around, you miss it when your familiy lives far away, but those times that 
they come visit become very special.

I hope that God is blessing you with safe travels and good family visits this 
summer as well. Hope everything is well with you guys. See you soon!

Craig Moore
Editor, ACTS Magazine
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Constitution and By-laws  
Of 

The General Council Of the 
Churches of God 7thSeventh Day, Inc. 

ARTICLE I 
Authority 

 
The Constitution and By-Laws are established and have been 

adopted by the authority of the Articles of Incorporation in the 
state of Idaho of The General Council of the Churches of God 

(Seventh Day) Inc. 
 

ARTICLE III 
Name and Location 

The name of this corporation is and shall be The General Council of 
the Churches of God (7thSeventh Day) Inc. (Hereinafter called 

Council), and the headquarters shall be at Meridian, Idaho.
 

ARTICLE III 
Definitions 

 
Church= An organization of churches is The General Council of 
the Churches of God (sSeventh) Day) Inc., headquarters Meridian, 
Idaho 
General Council= The Council consists of all members of the 
Church who are in good standing. 
Members of Good Standing= Members are considered to be in good 
standing who are baptized into Jesus Christ and devoted to the 
Christian faith, and who have registered and have either physically 
been present in a congregation of the Church or who have 
financially contributed to the Church in the past five years. 
Local Autonomy= Is the form of governing authority for 
accountability and administration of doctrine. 
The Board of Directors= The Board of Directors shall be elected by 
the Council and shall serve as the body responsible for overseeing 
the daily operation of all Council approved activities and functions 
when the Council is not in session.   
The Board of Education= The Board of Education’s 
responsibility includes overseeing of the activities for 
Maranatha College.  The Board of Education shall be a spiritual 
advisory part of the Council. 
Maranatha College= Is the official name of the Bible College of the 
Council.  
Ministerial Council= The Ministerial Council is the official name of 
the credentialed ministers organization of the Council.  
Daughters of the King= The Daughters of the King is the official 

name of the women members’ organization of the Council 
consisting of Sisters of the Council. 
The Christian Youth= The Christian Youth is the official name of 
the young people’s organization of the Council.    

ARTICLEII IV 
Objects and Purposes 

 
       The object of this Council shall be to unite the different state 
councils, congregations, and isolated members of our faith, into one 
cooperative group for the purpose of advancing the gospel message and 
promoting the general welfare of the church as a whole. Such affiliation 
will not in any way deprive the individual church groups of local 
autonomy or affect the control of local property or funds.   
      This Council shall consist of all members of the ChurchBody who 
are in good standing in their perspective Congregations. “Good 
standing” is assumed unless otherwise notified by the local 
leadership or their Pastor licensed by the Council.  bBut voting 
privileges shall be restricted to those sixteen years of age or older.

ARTICLEIII V 
Officers 

 
    The officers of this corporation shall be those named in Article IV VI of 
the Articles of Incorporation; namely, President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. 
   The President and Vice President shall be elected by a majority ballot 
of the qualified members of the General Council at the annual meeting. 
The President shall be elected for a term of twothree years, and he 
shall automatically become a member of the Board of Directors, and no 
individual shall hold the office of President for more than two successive 
terms.  
   The Vice President shall be elected for a term of twothree years, and 
shall also automatically become a member of the Board of Directors.  
   The Board shall be empowered to fill any vacancies 
among committeemen and board members until the next Council 
meeting.  
   It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the 
Council or of the Board of Directors, and to exercise such powers and 
duties as are usual for such an officer. when in session. When not in 
session the President will perform such duties that are necessary 
for the operation of the Council business. The President is 
automatically an adviser of all committees and all departments.     
   It shall be the duty of the Vice President to exercise the 
powers and duties of the President in the event of his absence or 
disqualification. The Vice President shall assist the President in the 
operation of the Council. 
   The Secretary-treasurerThe two offices of Secretary and 
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Treasurer can be combined into one person. These offices may be 
held by non-Board members and should be available during Council 
meetings. The Treasurer shall keep a faithful account of the business 
transactions of the Council, and of the Board, and shall give a faithful 
account of all moneys and property of the Council, and make such 
reports as may be required from time to time by the Council, or Board, 
only in accordance with the direction of the Board. The Secretary 
is to record minutes, both for Board meetings and for the Council 
in session and insure that a printed copy is in the Council 
records.  HeThe Treasurer shall furnish bond in an amount sufficient 
to satisfy the Board, and securing the moneys and properties of this 
Council which come within his possession.
 

ARTICLEIV VI 
Directors 

   
   The Board of Directors of this corporation shall consist of seven 
members, two of whom shall be the President and the Vice President 
as here in before set forth.The remaining five members of the Board of 
Directors shall be elected by a majority ballot of the qualified members 
of the Council, and shall serve terms of three years which shall be 
staggered so that no more than two Directors shall be elected each 
year. 
This Council recognizes that it is best for the misters to devote their 
time and effort to the ministry of the gospel and not to serve on the 
Executive Board unless, in the opinion of the Council in session, certain 
ministers, who are gifted in government, could serve without harming 
their own spiritual efforts.
  The Council Directors shall exercise all powers and duties of the 
Council when the Council is not in session, except for changing the 
Articles of Incorporation or By-laws of the Council. This entire article 
is to be read at each Council Session immediately prior to the 
election of the Board.  
     

ARTICLEVVII  
Impeachment 

   
   Any officer or Director of the Council may be impeached for 
malfeasance in office, or moral turpitude, but he shall be tried in open 
council and, if and when found guilty, shall be dismissed from office. It 
shall require a two-thirds vote of those voting to convict in cases of 
impeachment. Impeachment charges may be brought only at a meeting 
of the members of the Council.  
 

ARTICLEVII VIII 
Directors’ Meetings 

 
   Directors shall meet at least semi-annually, with the annual meeting 
taking place at the same time or during the meeting of the general 
membership. The President shall call the other semi-annual meeting, and 
in addition, special meetings may be held at any time upon the call of the 
President or any three Directors.  

ARTICLEVI IX 
Annual Meeting 

 
  There shall be an annual meeting of the Council each year, and the date 
of such annual meeting shall be fixed at least six months in advance of 
the date thereof by the Board of Directors, and notice to the members 
shall be given by regular mail, by printing notice of the meeting in the 
regular publication of the Council that is printed and mailed to the 
members by the Council from time to time. In the event such a meeting 
is not held in any one year, then arrangements shall be made to hold said 
meeting at the earliest possible date, and the officers shall in that event 
continue to exercise their duties until their successors shall be duly 
elected and qualified.  
   Additional meetings of the general membership may be held at any 
time upon call by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLEVIII X 
Powers of Council 

 
    The Council, when convened, shall have the power, by majority vote, 
to make plans and arrangements for the progress of the work, and 
to promote the general welfare of the Church, to authorize the 
issuance,(see article XVIII for the remainder of this sentence.)elect 
members of the Board of Directors, elect members of the License 
and Credential (L&C Committee), and appoint special committees.  
   The Council authorizes the Board of Directors to issue icenses and 
credentials to ministers properly recommended in unorganized 
states and territories under its jurisdiction, and to issue credentials to 
ministers in organized states and territories, upon recommendation of 
the local organization having jurisdiction.,and subject to the license 
and credential procedures described in Article XII below. Licenses 
issued by the General Council shall be honored for one year, and may be 
revoked by the Board at any time for just cause. 
   Credentials shall be honored for two years, expiring thirty days after 
the close of the Council session. Credentials may be revoked for any 
conduct that might have resulted in the withholding of such Credentials 
at the time of their issue. The Council may also appoint special 
committees and receive or reject the reports of such committees by 
majority vote. 
 

ARTICLEIXXI 
Procedures for the Annual Meeting 

 
  Section 1. The President shall open the Council with Scripture reading 
and prayer.  
  Section 2. He shall appoint a committee who shall register, and 
present to the Board of Directors prior to first session, the names of all 
members of the Council who desire to be voting members of the Council. 
The current Board of Directors members present shall automatically 
be considered registered and approved as voting members of the 
Council and with a two-thirds majority vote of Board of Directors shall 
vote on acceptance of registered names collected. They shall keep the 
books open for further registration, andshall report at the beginning of 
each session thereafter additional names that have been registered. 



Additional names must be approved by majority vote of previously 
approved members. Only registered member who have physically been 
present within the last five years, or have financially contributed, may 
participate in the deliberation and voting of the Council.  
 Section 3. The president shall report on the work of the executive 
committee for the year just closed.  
 Section 4. The License and Credential Committee shall consist of five 
members, and shall be elected by a majority ballot after the Council 
is organized with a working membership. Member shall serve terms 
of two years which shall be staggered so that no more than three 
committeemen are elected each year.  
 Section 5. Minutes of the preceding session shall be read at the 
beginning of each session. The minutes of each Council meeting shall be 
published in a supplement to the official publication of the church, and 
a printed copy, together with a copy of the constitution and the by-laws 
shall be presented to each member of the Council at the succeeding 
Council meeting at the time of registration. 
 Section 6. A resolutions committee may be appointed by the chair or 
elected from the floor as may be determined by the Council.  
 Section 7. A report of committees may be called for at any time.  
 Section 8. Any special committees that may be found to be necessary 
to the proper functioning of the work of this Council may be created in a 
manner and for such purpose as may be deemed necessary.  
 Section 9. Election of officers may be held at any time the Council may 
decide after it is organized with a working membership.  
 Section 10. Rules common to the accepted parliamentary practice shall 
govern the procedure of this Council.  
 Section 11. The Board shall appoint a program committee of at 
least three who shall arrange a program for camp meeting services.  
 

ARTICLEXXII 
License and Credentialing Procedure 

 
   Anyone desiring to affiliate with The General Council of the Churches of 
God (7th Day) Inc., with headquarters at Meridian, Idaho, as a licensed or 
credentialed minister, may request an application form from the Council 
Secretary or from a member of the Licensing and Credential L&C 
Committee.   
   Copies of the completed application shall be sent by the Council 
Secretary to each of the committeemen  no later than October 15 or 
three (3) weeks prior to the ministerial retreat, whichever is later, and 
shall be reviewed by the committee at the semi-annual meeting held in 
conjunction with the winter ministerial retreat.for review.  Eligibility 
for licensing will be based on the following:  (1) the responses in 
the application; and (2) recommendation by a minister currently 
licensed or credentialed by The Council, who is able to vouch for 
the character and ministry qualifications of the applicant.  
   A list of applicants shall be mailed no later than May 1 to all ministers 
currently licensed or credentialed by the General Council requesting 
additional information. 
   The L&C Committee shall post a list of all eligible applicants in a 
designated location at the beginning of Camp Meeting, allowing ample 
opportunity for any individual to voice their recommendation or 
disapproval of any applicant under consideration.  The L&C Committee 

will consider any recommendations or disapprovals so voiced as 
part of the final assessment of applicants.  
    All applicants approved by the L&C Committee shall be submitted 
to the Board of Directors for final approval.  Each applicant must 
receive a majority vote of the Council Board for approval.  
    The committee shall submit their recommendation of each applicant to 
a session of the Ministerial Council at the General Council Campmeeting 
giving advance notice of the material to be considered. A two-thirds vote 
of the ministerial Council is session shall be required for approval. 
    All applicants approved by the Ministerial Council shall be submitted 
for final approval by the Board. In the event of disapproval of any 
applicant, a minimum of four dissenting votes are required by the Board. 
    A list of all applicants approved shall be posted stating whether 
they are approved for “license” or “credentials” before the end 
of Camp Meeting.  
    Licenses and credentials issued by the Council shall be honored 
for a maximum of five years, and may be revoked by the Board 
at any time for just cause.  The L&C Committee shall review all 
licenses and credentials every five years.  
    In the event a local congregation or an isolated small group submits 
for consideration the name of a person not normally considered qualified 
for full recommendation as a licensed minister but who is the recognized 
leader of their group, a “provisional license” may be granted which shall 
be valid only as long as the applicant remains in the same area working 
with the group designated on the license.   
   Provisional licenses shall be issued for one year, renewable upon 
approval of the License and CredentialL & C Committee, the Ministerial 
Council,and the Board.   
    In the event a situation demands immediate action, the License and 
Credential L & C Committee with the approval of the Board may issue a 
provisional license, valid only until the next normal licensing schedule.  
    The difference between licensed and credentialed ministers is 
as follows: (1) a licensed minister is an associate member of the 
Ministerial Council and not a voting member. Licensed ministers 
may participate in all discussions and debates, and present 
reports to the Ministerial Body and act in an advisory capacity. 
The four years serve as a “getting acquainted” and as a learning 
curve to inform  them of the Organizational Structure; and (2) a 
credentialed minster extends all privileges of leadership positions, 
exclusively, having voting privileges in the Ministerial Council. 
Only credentialed ministers may preside over any trial or act 
as arbitrators in any disputes within the churches and/or the 
membership. 
 

ARTICLEXI XIII  
Amendment 

 
These By-laws may be amended at any regular session of the General 
council by a two-thirds vote of those voting, Subject to advance 
notification. Advance notification will be made by: 
    Discussion at the previous annual business meeting. 
    Printed notice in two (2) issue of the ACTS magazine prior 
to camp meeting, to be printed and mailed within 3 months 
of camp meeting.  
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 ARTICLEXII XIV 
Young People’s Organization 

 
     The official name of the Young People’s Department of The General 
Council of the Churches of God (7thSeventhDay) Inc., with headquarters 
at Meridian, Idaho, is The Christian Youth.  
The Christian Youth shall be recognized as a permanent part of 
theGeneral Council, to be directed by a committee of seven, with a 
Secretary-treasurer. Their committee shall be elected to serve terms 
of two years, which shall be staggered so that no more than four 
committee members shall be elected each year.  
     The members of the Christian Youth shall consist of all members 
of the Church of God between the ages of thirteen and thirty. The 
committee of seven shall be elected by the qualified members of the 
Christian Youth at their annual meeting to be held in conjunction with 
the GeneralCouncil.  
    The selection of the committee shall be subject to the approval of 
the GeneralCouncil Board.   
    The seven committeemen shall select one member to act as Chairman 
and to preside over all business meetings of the Christian Youth for one 
year. 
    The minutes of the business sessions of the Christian Youth shall 
be the property of the General Council and shall be filed with the 
Secretary of the General at the close of the annual meeting. The seven 
committeemen shall be voting members, but the Secretary-treasurer 
shall act in an advisory capacity only. 
    This department shall have and exercise such powers and duties 
as may hereafter be proved by the General Council or the Board 
of Directors, together with such other powers and duties as may 
properly be  assumed in process of their meetings when not conflicting 
with the Articles or By-laws of the General Council. The National you 
organization shall encourage each local assembly to organize their 
own local Christian Youth Organization with officers. As in the General 
Council belief and practice such affiliation will not in any way deprive the 
individual church groups of local autonomy or affect the control of local 
property or funds.

 
 ARTICLEXIII XV 

Daughters of the King 
 

     The Daughters of the King shall be recognized as a permanent part of 
the GeneralCouncil, to be directed by officers consisting of a President, 
Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and two Committee Women, 
whose terms of office shall run concurrently with that of the President 
of the Council. The members of the Daughters of the King, shall consist 
of all Sisters of the Church of God, sixteen and older. The officers 
shall be elected by the active members of the Daughters of the King at 
their annual meeting to be held in conjunction with the General Council 
meeting. The officers shall be voting members throughout the year.   
    This organization shall have and exercise such powers and duties 
as may hereafter be provided by the GeneralCouncil or the Board of 
Directors, together with such other powers and duties as may properly 
be assumed in the process of their meetings when not conflicting with 
the articles of by-laws of the GeneralCouncil.

ARTICLEXIVXVI 
Maranatha College 

 
     The purpose of the Maranatha College is to train ministers 
to promote the gospel within the Council. The official name of 
the Bible College of the General Council of the Churches of God 7th 
dayshall be “Maranatha College”.  Maranatha College shall be recognized 
as apart of the GeneralCouncil, to be directed by the Board of Education.   

ARTICLEXVII 
Board of Education 

 
   The Board of Education shall have one member from the Board of 
Directors and two members from the Ministerial Council who shall 
serve as the administrators. The Board of Education members shall be 
appointed to serve terms of two years, staggered to prevent more than 
three appointed in one year.The first Board shall consist of the members 
of the start-up committee, to complete their terms in March 2001, with 
additional members chosen by the GC Board of Directors, to complete 
their terms in March 2002. Board members thereafter shall be chosen 
by the GC Board of Directors as their terms expire.
     The Board of Education shall have all authority to hire personnel, 
set budgets, set enrollment performance, graduation standards, raise 
funds, and otherwise determine the direction of the College.  They are 
expected to obtain advice from the Dean of Instruction, as well as 
theGeneral Council andGC Board of Directors.  
    Performance of the College shall be the responsibility of the Board 
of Education. It shall have and exercise such powers and duties 
as are normal for such a board, and should leave the everyday 
running of the college up to skilled individuals who are hired for 
that purpose. Protocols and Procedures for the Board of Education shall 
be in a separate document. 
 

ARTICLEXVIII 
Ministerial Council 

 
    The Ministerial Council shall be comprised of ministers licensed 
by the Council and its affiliates. The Ministerial Council is to 
be established in accordance with biblical principles in order 
to formulate its vision and foundation. It is to work in conjunction 
with the Council board and to effectively pursue unity in 
spirit within the church itself. The Ministerial Council shall be 
recognized as a permanent part of the Council to be directed by 
officers consisting of president, vice president and secretary-
treasurer. The Ministerial Council is to develop tools to assist 
affiliated churches and individuals to fulfill spiritual needs and 
to make disciples of their members. This would include sharing 
historical values held by the members of the church. The 
Ministerial Council shall have the responsibility of oversight of the 
Board of Education. 
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(part 1)
by Frank Walker

WHAT MUST I DO?

Most Bible students will immediately say that this 
is an easy question to answer. Jesus specifically told 
us to occupy. Jesus taught us in the parable of the 
‘talents’ in Matthew 25:14-30 and the ‘Pounds’ in 
Luke 19:12-27 what He expects out of us here on 
earth until His second coming. It is in the parable of 
the ‘Pounds’ that Jesus used the words “…OCCUPY till 
I come” in Luke 19:13. However before we go into the 
parable and determine what Jesus meant by the word 
“occupy” we should understand the basic principles 
involved in the concept of being an occupier or a 
conqueror.

If we go to our friendly Webster’s Dictionary we find 
that an “occupation” means a temporary possession 
of enemy territory by the victor (conqueror). The 
word “conquer” means to be victorious, prevail, and 
overcome or to put it simply, to take possession of an 
enemy’s property. As an example the property of the 
enemy could be just an item or it could be a person or 
a nation. 

As we consider these terms let us think of an 
example of these terms in use. Before we come into 
the wonderful salvation that God has offered to us 
through Jesus Christ we are the possession of Satan. 
Satan owns us. Satan is also our enemy in this life. 
Jesus conquered Satan for us in their battle on this 
earth. 

When He was victorious over Satan Jesus gave 
freedom to the possessions of Satan (you and I). If we 
choose to follow Jesus we are not a slave of Satan. We 
can choose to become the property of Jesus Christ 
and through Jesus Christ we conquer our enemy, 
Satan. We see Jesus Christ in the role of CONQUEROR 
in this situation.

We understand that we enter into our salvation and 
the presence of God by the victory of our conquering 
Savior, Jesus Christ. (John 3:16 / 1 Cor. 15:57 / Rom. 
8:35-39.) When we enter into the salvation of God 

through Jesus we realize that we are saved by grace 
(Eph. 2:8-10). However we are still living on earth 
waiting for the second coming of Jesus. When Jesus 
comes back to earth to rule for 1000 years we will 
receive our salvation and the permanent redemption 
of our bodies (Eph. 1:14 / 1 Peter 1:3-9). 

God does not do anything that is not complete. 
Therefore the grace of God teaches us how to conduct 
ourselves in the occupation of this body that has 
been redeemed by the blood of Christ until Jesus 
comes back again. (1 Thess. 4:1-4 / Titus 2: 11,12) 
God not only teaches us how to conduct ourselves 
here on earth as we live, but God also gives us help 
to live a holy life while we wait. How does God do 
this wonderful thing for us? The Holy Spirit and Jesus 
dwell within us after we accept Jesus Christ as Lord 
and master of our lives.  (John 14:16-23 / 1 Cor. 6: 
19,20 / Eph.3: 17 / Col. 1:27). Here we see Jesus Christ 
as an OCCUPIER. 

We should all understand that our Lord set the 
example for us to follow. That means that the Church 
needs to be both a conqueror and an occupation 
force. A conqueror usually has in mind a plan for 
an occupation force and how he will set it up. An 
occupation force usually has no plan to conquer 
other areas. We need to understand the fact that if 
we consider ourselves as only an occupation force for 
Christ then we are severely limiting our vision and our 
abilities to do our job as a Christian. 
We need to remember that we are soldiers for Christ 
(2 Tim 2: 3) in a battle with one goal in mind. We 
need to conquer more of Satan’s territory (people) for 
Christ. We do this by reaching more people with the 
knowledge of the freedom in Christ that is offered by 
God. The Apostle Paul talked about the many BATTLES 
that he was involved in. Paul told us that he FOUGHT 
a good fight (2 Tim. 4: 7). Paul also told Timothy, his 
understudy, that Timothy was in a war and that he 
needed to make his fight good. (1Tim. 1: 18). 

The Church of God needs to first think in terms of 
CONQUERING. Another term that we can use for 
conquering that is easy for us to comprehend is 
EVANGELISM. For a Christian the terms should mean 
the same thing. However it seems that the Church 
of God has lost its EVANGELISTIC spirit. If we will 
meditate upon that fact we will realize that the Church 
of God has ceased to grow as a result. A CHANGE IS 
DESPERATLY NEEDED..

CONQUERING SOLDIERS 
OR AN 

OCCUPATION FORCE?
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In the parable of the talents we find that the 
nobleman (the Ruler) traveled into a foreign country 
(enemy territory) evidently to conquer the land. He 
was successful in conquering the land and defeating 
the current ruler. The nobleman then turned over the 
rulership of the conquered territory to his servants 
and told them to “occupy” (rule) the land until he 
returned (Luke 19:13). The citizens of this conquered 
territory did not want the nobleman to rule over them 
(Luke 19:14) and the citizens evidently rebelled. This 
sets the stage for the main point of the parables.

The nobleman returns to claim his territory and calls 
his servants to give an account of their activity in 
this occupied territory that they were in control of 
while the nobleman was gone. Remember that the 
nobleman had given all that he had to his servants. 
They lacked nothing and knew what the nobleman 
required of them. 

We understand that they knew what was expected of 
them because of their confession in Luke 19: 20, 21. 
The nobleman in verses 22, 23 of Luke 19 repeats the 
servant’s own confession in the following statement. 
“Thou knewest that I was an austere (strict, severe) 
man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that 
I did not sow; Wherefore then gavest not thou my 
money into the bank, that at my coming I might have 
required mine own with usury? “ For the servants of 
the nobleman there was no excuse. They knew that 
they were guilty. 

For those servants that did their duty there was a 
reward. For those servants that did not do what they 
knew they were supposed to do there was severe 
punishment. The servants that did not do what they 
knew they should do were called wicked in Matthew 
25:26. We understand that they lost their place in the 
kingdom because in Matthew 25:30 the nobleman 
had those wicked servants stripped of their belongings 
and they were thrown out of the Kingdom and ended 
up in outer darkness. That is not the place to be.

There are many lessons to learn from these parables. 
However the main point that Jesus was teaching 
in these parables is that he expects a gain from His 
investment in His servants. If we do nothing with what 
the Lord has given to us and give him no gain on our 
gift there is big trouble ahead for us. We stand a very 
real chance of losing what we expect to have. That 
should not be a very comforting thought for any of us.

A TRUE HOLY WAR !!!

JIHAD is a term that we hear often in our society. 
Within the Muslim society it means a war or struggle 
against unbelievers (infidels) or as it is commonly 
called, a HOLY WAR. The term could also mean our 
spiritual struggle against sin. We have a personal 
Holy War! As a society we are constantly struck with 
the thought of a Muslim JIHAD. That idea of a Jihad 
has put many plans in motion for war strategy, peace 
strategy and defense strategy against attack. However, 
it appears that we have forgotten that OUR GOD IS 
WAGING A HOLY WAR.  

Let us look at some simple facts. Our God is currently 
waging a HOLY WAR all over the earth and that 
includes our own cities and towns. Right now there 
is a battle for souls that is raging even as we sit 
in relative peace and quiet and talk about it. God 
is fighting battles through His children on several 
“fronts” because God’s desire is for everyone to be 
saved (2 Peter 3:9). 

God’s faithful children should understand this fact. A 
child of God should also understand this one simple 
OVERRIDING fact. From the Book of Genesis to the 
Book of Revelation the Bible positively teaches us that 
A FALSE GOSPEL CANNOT SAVE ANYONE!  This fact 
should urge every child of God into activity.

In the battle for souls that is raging around us we must 
understand that Satan is fighting hard for our lives and 
that of our children. Satan has created a FALSE DOOR 
that LOOKS LIKE the GATES OF GLORY but it leads to 
destruction (Matt. 7: 13). That wide, all-inclusive false 
door that promises salvation is owned and controlled 
by Satan. In 2 Corinthians 11:14,15 we find that some 
of Satan’s soldiers are made to appear as ‘ministers of 
righteousness’ (preachers). Through this strategy most 
people do not question the false door that Satan uses 
because Satan uses people that look and sound like 
ministers of righteousness.

The false door of salvation that Satan has created is 
made up of false doctrines mixed with some truth. 
Satan has used the battle plan of lies and truth mixed 
together with great success from creation down to our 
time in history. (John 8:44) Satan understands that the 
best way to fool mankind is by using the truth of God 
in the wrong way and mixing in some lies. It worked in 
a perfect world called the Garden of Eden.
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Satan’s false door of promised salvation leads to death 
and destruction. It does not matter what it may look 
like to us or how good it may sound to us. As fancy 
and inviting as it may look to us, if we stay on the nice 
wide highway that Satan has given to the world it will 
not lead us to the Kingdom of God. Satan does not 
have any keys that will fit in the door that opens God’s 
Kingdom. Jesus gave the keys to God’s Kingdom to his 
servants and that includes us (Matt. 16:19). 

There are two completely different doors and two 
different keys. One door leads to eternal life and the 
other door leads to eternal death. (Rom. 6:23) We 
must always remember that we are in a Holy War and 
the battle that we are in is a life and death struggle. If 
Satan had a key to open the door to Gods Kingdom he 
would not use it for our benefit.

We see Satan using his keys every week on Sunday 
to deceive people. Satan has added special events to 
the simple Gospel of Jesus. We call them Easter and 
Christmas. We stand and watch as people continue to 
go in Satan’s false door of deception and death.  Shall 
we continue to stand by and just watch? Is that our 
job? Is that what we have been called by God to do? 

Shall we continue to have meetings and seminars 
to talk about our job and then go back home and 
do nothing again? If we do not try to do something 
about what we see happening every week is this not 
like burying our “talent in the earth”? (Matt. 25: 14- 
30.)  Did not Jesus have something to say about the 
people that have that kind of attitude in the passage 
in Matthew 25?

A simple, quick look at the condition of this world and 
we quickly understand that the curtain of life is closing 
on this world as we know it. That fact alone should 
show us the need to understand something. As a 
body we need to understand that this may be the last 
chance that WE will have to share the TRUE GOSPEL 
of Jesus and the Kingdom of God (Matt. 24:14) with a 
dying world. This may be the only chance that many 
potential new converts will have to be able to hold 
and read the Holy Bible and some of our tracts on 
Salvation and living a holy life for God through Jesus 
Christ.                                                       

 Jesus gave HIS FOLLOWERS A COMMAND in Luke 10: 
1,2. It was not just a suggestion. Jesus commanded 
His followers (that includes us) to PRAY to God to send 
MORE WORKERS INTO HIS HARVEST OF SOULS. Jesus 

said to the disciples when He walked the earth that 
“The HARVEST truly is GREAT but the LABORERS are 
FEW:” With all of the false doctrines that our world 
is flooded with right now it is probably even MORE 
NEEDFUL today. 

Let us do what Jesus commanded us to do. “PRAY 
YE therefore the LORD OF THE HARVEST, that He will 
SEND forth LABORERS INTO HIS HARVEST.” (Luke 10:1, 
2). Think about this for a minute. After we do what we 
are commanded to do and pray for more harvesters 
into God’s vineyard are we then free to fold our hands 
and maybe take a nap or something like that? We can 
search the Bible from end to end but we cannot find 
scriptures to back up a doctrine of sleeping when we 
absolutely should be hard at work.

If we are part of the body of Christ and God answers 
our prayers and provides ‘Laborers’ to send into the 
harvest then the body of Christ (the CHURCH) needs 
to provide the means to send the ‘Laborers’. Think 
about it this way. Christ is the head of the body (Col. 
1:18). What if the head of the body, Christ, tells the 
body to go to Nigeria or Kenya, for example? If the 
body is asleep then nothing is going to happen. The 
body has to do what the head tells it to do or else, in 
this case, the harvest will fall to the ground and die a 
needless death. 

What good is the body of Christ if it will not do as 
Christ commands it? We know that the whole body of 
Christ cannot and will not travel to a different place. 
However we know that every body has a mouth to 
speak with. So if God wants the body to help in some 
other place the body of Christ can send the mouth 
and therefore fulfill the scriptures (Rom. 10:14,15) and 
fulfill the wishes of our Master.

We need to remember that this same Jesus told us 
in Luke 19:40 that God could make the stones to cry 
out. We would have to assume that if God could make 
the stones to speak then the stones would say what 
God wants to be said. This means that God could 
accomplish what He wants to have done with simple 
rocks from the ground. Instead God chose us to fulfill 
His command. That thought should make us ashamed. 
The real lesson for us in all of this is this simple fact. 
The body of Christ needs to get busy and do its part in 
the Harvest of souls. Whatever that part may be it is 
important to God and IT IS OUR JOB!
Summer?   Camp meeting!  ALREADY!!
 Wow!  What happened to Spring?  



Daughter’s of the King
by Mary Ann Syvanen

Good Morning Sisters;
 Did summer sneak up on you too?  It seems the snow was here just a couple of weeks 
ago.  There were baby lambs, new chicks, goslings, end of school, ducklings hatching, plants to 
set out and finally three warm days.  Summer already?  Nooooooooo!
 But the date is June and it is time to start thinking of camp meeting:  youth classes, 
sermons, Daughter’s of the King Booth, visits with childhood friends, campers, tents, travel, new 
friends to meet, and the renewal of our spirit.  
 It has been a long year.  We need this time to gather and recount the miracles God 
granted to us this year, the troubles he bought us through,  and take home some fresh ideas for 
our Biblical studies.  
 And Fun!  We need the camp meeting’s teasing, memories, and…......finding some 
special item from the DOK booth to cherish in our home or that special gift!  Look around for the 
craft project that just needs a moment more work to finish and bring it along!
 See you soon!

May God grant us all safety till we meet again,
Mary Ann Syvanen
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Draw a story from the Bible in the larger boxes below. In the smaller boxes, tell 
what is happening in each picture.



The Daughters of the King are going to be 
having an auction this year! So if you have 
anything you would like to donate to be auc-
tioned off, or would like to make something 
for the auction, let Millie or Melanie know. 
The auction will be held during Campmeet-
ing. If you have anything you would like to 
donate for the booth, those are greatly appre-
ciated as well.

GoodSearch! It’s been a while since we had 
this in here, so we thought we would remind 
everyone that you can support the General 
Council by using GoodSearch as your search 
engine, and they will automatically filter 
out unsafe content! You can also support us 
by shopping at your favorite online retailers 
through their GoodShop store. 

The Meridian Church of God 
Seventh Day is looking for:

FULL-TIME, CHRIST-CENTERED PASTOR
Meridian, Idaho - Church of God Seventh Day
Contact: Gordon Williams - 
 g-kwilliams@juno.com

The Daughters of the King are looking for 
a volunteer to lead children’s classes and 
volunteers to be group leaders/teachers at 
Campmeeting this year. Contact Mary Ann 
Syvanen if you are interested in helping.

The local Meridian youth group is going to 
be sponsoring fireworks on the Fourth of 
July on the church grounds. If you would 
like to contribute to this, you can contact 
Craig at elremoien@gmail.com for more 
information.

On the Fourth of July at Campmeeting, we 
will be making homemade ice cream! If you 
are willing and have room, please bring your 
ice cream maker. It will be a fundraiser for 
Campmeeting.

General Council Youth Camp is June 29th 
through July 3rd at YWAM Camp at Warm 
Lake near Cascade. The suggested donation 
is $70. Look forward to a great time! Contact 
Brock for more information at  
brockthompson83@yahoo.com.

Catch the Vision Youth Conference is June 
30th through July 4th at Ridgecrest Confer-
ence Center in Ridgecrest, NC. There are 
four different tracks available, Hooked Youth 
Conference, Praise and Worship Boot Camp, 
Marriage Enrichment Retreat, and Global 
Leadership Summit. For more info, contact 
Gilford Monrose at pastormonrose@gmail.
com.

This year at Campmeeting, the General 
Council Membership will be voting on 
changes to the constitution and bylaws. The 
proposed changes has been printed in this 
edition and the previous edition of ACTS 
Magazine and can be found on the web at 
ActsForGod.org.

Information and Announcements
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We hope that this give you a better understanding of where our finances are instead of the 
previous version of putting our account statements in the ACTS. If you would like to see our 
current statements, you can write us at adminasst@cogpublishing.org. 
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Current General Fund Balance:      $5,727
Estimated Monthly General Expenses:     $6,500
(This amount varies due to literature distribution times.)

Current Tabernacle Fund Balance:      $9,159
Estimated Tabernacle Expenses:      $15,000
(Estimated expenses have increased due the cost of the required paving of the 
parking lot.)

Current Camp Meeting Fund Balance:     $2,891
Estimated Camp Meeting Expense:     $5,500

Mission Fund Balance:       $1,500

Financial Statements May 31, 2016
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Licensing and Credentials:
 Jonathan Carson
 Roger Boone 
 Ken Walker 
 Steve Boone
 Bill Siddens

By-Laws: 
 Roger Boone 
 Mary Ann Syvanen
 Earl Rice

Finance/Facility: 
 Roger Boone 
 Rodney Boone
 Charles Ward 
 Jonathan Carson 
 Marilyn Sheldahl - As Treasurer

Tabernacle - Sub-committee: 
 Rodney Boone 
 Don Smith 
 Craig Moore

Camp Meeting: 
 Jim Flannery 
 Craig Moore
 Rebecca Brown 

DOK - Children’s Leader 
 Mary Ann Syvanen - President

You may contact our members through our adminasst@cogpublishing.org email and it will be 
forwarded to the people accordingly. We would love to hear from you!
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Are you looking forward to Campmeeting? We sure are! 

This year is going to be lots of fun with great speakers and 
some good ol’ fashioned fellowship and singing! We hope 

you will join us in Meridian, ID this year from July 4th-9th! 
This year’s theme is “Following the Fathers Footsteps.”

We are excited about this year’s theme and our speakers! 
There is also a special, never-done-before surprise for one of 

the evenings. It promises to be among the best 
campmeetings we’ve had! Looking forward to seeing you 

there!
A tentative schedule can be found online at ActsForGod.org

General CounCil ChurChes of God
(seventh) day inC.
1827 West 3rd st
Meridian id  83646-1653

Non-Profit Organization
PAID

Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

Contact us: by Mail         Phone  (208) 888-3380        E-mail  adminasst@cogpublishing.org  
       or    Website:  www.actsforgod.org 

Thank you to everyone that writes in with kind words, 
your encouragement gives us strength daily to keep 
doing the work. You’re the best! 


