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Editorial
“Why are we?”

By Manny Molinar

”Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spirit house, an holy priesthood, 
(WHY?) to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 

by Jesus Christ.”
1 Peter 1:5

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy Nation, 
a peculiar (God’s own) people; (WHY?) that we should show forth

the praises of Him who has called you out of Darkness into 
HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT:”

1 Peter 1”9

By now it’s painfully obvious that I am not a good writer. WHY do I know 
that? Because I have never been schooled in the art of writing. My grasp of proper 
English and correct grammar; I can barely stay about water. I am so ever grateful 
for “WORD PERFECT” in my computer, spell check, etc. My vocabulary does not 
literature make. Now I sound like Yoda in “Star Wars”, Jedi master who trained 
Count Dooko and Luke Skywalker. I fling it and try hard to express what’s in 
my heart as best I can. So, bear with me!

When I finished theology school in Denver, Colorado summer of 1979; I had 
gone from MTC (Ministerial Training Center) in my first year, to graduate my sec-
ond year from Summit School of Theology and received my diploma of Theology. 
I received my Ministerial License that year and was ordained. But I did not leave 
Denver for another year to Pastor the Hispanic Church in Houston, Texas. What 
happened was, I was given the privilege to serve my internship there in Denver 
under one of my closest friend. To this day I still call him my mentor! I have been 
with the Church of God (7th Day) 48 years now and I have yet to see a better Editor 
for their magazine, and there’s been many good ones. And WHY am I telling you all 
this? Because I know him! I can just see him (master, looking at grasshopper) read-
ing my Editorials and cringing at my abuse of the English language. It is what it is!!

So the question remains: WHY does God choose from the ordinary, to the lin-
guist, if you will? From those with no education to those that are under-educated 
men and women for His service? To those with a higher education, who serve as 
well? Of Course! WHY did our Lord Jesus Christ select a variety of men to become 
His Disciples and making them His Apostles? Those with an ordinary Trade like 
fisherman and making them fishers of men. One was the steward of moneys, 
the treasure. Another new the tax laws of the land, tax collector; another was a 
Physician! Matthew new and identified with his people, the Jewish people: Their cul-
ture; communicating in their language. For example, people are surprised, because 
I am fluent in Spanish, when I tell them that I cannot translate from Spanish to 
English. Why? Because many of our Spanish speaking Preachers use proper 
Spanish, with vocabulary much higher than I can understand, much less trying to 
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translate into English. I can translate the other way around, because I understand 
what is said and I use every day common street language, as Koine Greek was 
used to write the New Testament for ordinary people like you and me. Simply, down 
to Earth, communication from God.

I did not graduate from High School, cap and gown, but I did get my GED in 
the U.S. Navy during the Viet Nam War conditions. I was the guy on the ship that 
blinked the signal lights, using Morse code in visual communications. So I ask 
myself now; WHY me at such a place as this and at such a time as this? I know 
this; “His thoughts are not our thoughts.” No one can know fully the Providence 
of God. He’s the helmsman that steers the ship: He is in control, and all we have 
to do is “Trust and Obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus!” I can tell 
you our destiny in Christ Jesus because we know where we stand; we stand in the 
“Promises” of God of such great hope of His soon coming Kingdom.  Actually, the 
“Where”, the “WHO”, and the “WHY” can be summarized in few words: Because 
God so Loved us, that He gave us His Son as an atonement and sacrificed Him so 
that We can have Eternal Life.

We are “Where” God wants us to be! We are “Who” God chose us to be! We 
are called and elected to be the Body of Christ; for such a time as this! When we 
know “Who” we are in Christ, we understand that we were predestined, chosen, 
called to be the tangible Body of Christ for service on this Earth. One Body with 
many members! Why? The Great Commission: To make disciples; to bring them to 
the full knowledge of the Savior and teaching them the Will of God.

So, it begs the question; Why am I now the Acting Editor for the ACTS maga-
zine? Why does God choose unqualified men and women, which are way out of 
their comfort zone? Is it because we understand that we are not self-sufficient? 
Knowing that our sufficiency come from God! Where we humble Ourselves before 
God and acknowledge that there is nothing we can do by ourselves unless we allow 
God’s Holy Spirit to guide and direct us to fulfill our divine assignments in this life, 
qualified or not, He gives the will and the way! We proclaim the Word that says; “I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13

All knowledge and wisdom comes from on high. Not our wisdom and/or philos-
ophy; not our higher education; not our financial status or position in life, unless we 
use what God gives us, as in the above mentioned, is done in His Will. So please 
do not misunderstand me here; all these things are important; any gifts and talents 
should be used to God’s Glory! So when God says “GO” and “DO”; like Abraham, 
why ask why? Abraham had no clue where he was going. He just obeyed and went. 
That’s where I am with the General Council right now. Do we know what is ahead of 
us? Have not a clue! Am I in God’s Will? You bet! God’s good works can be, from 
simple, to the difficult in nature. So, what’s the key? Learn to live one day and one 
task at a time! Every day we should start with Prayer and reading the Word of God, 
“The Shema of Israel” in Deut. 6”4-9, start there and memorize it:  staying in tune 
with God’s Holy Spirit. It’s so amazing to see how God works with you every day, 
where everything just falls in place and watching Him making it happen. Today is 
the opportunity for God’s Divine appointments and/or assignments and we should 
treat today as the most important day of life. Don’t worry about tomorrow; do what 
you’re asked to do today; for tomorrow is also in God’s Hands!
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So, as His Beloved Children, Children of Light, the Light of the World, the Salt 
of the Earth: Why does He use you and me? Because Scripture says that we are 
instruments of righteousness and vessels of honor. “Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the Earth.” Matthew 5:5 His 12 Apostles, were chosen, with their dif-
ferent characters, temperaments, from “the open mouth, insert foot” Peter, to the 
mystic and poet, mild mannered John. God created us human to relate to humans 
and in His (Male and Female) image, but with different personalities and character. 
— Let me illustrate with another testimony! Not just anybody can walk into, without 
fear, into the hoods of East Los Angeles, California, or into the hoods, where gangs 
like the X-9er’s, X-14’s, the DDT’s roam, in my home town of El Paso, Texas and 
speak their language. Hispanic Americans call my home town, “EL Choco”, which is 
short for “Pachoco” or Hoodlum in English. Now days they call themselves “Cholos”. 
And they drive their cars like Cholos; Cho low you can’t see them. :>) Don’t try this 
at home; they may see it differently coming from an outsider.  And that’s my point! 
One has to know how to relate to different people where they are. You see, I know 
WHY gang members do what they do, they can sense it, if you relate with them. 
They watch your eyes and your posture and see your body language; skeptical and 
mistrusting. They have to size you up, friend or foe?  I know WHY they join these 
gangs in the first place, and how God can use me to get through to them. I know 
gangs, been there, done that! You have to know WHY they are suspicious and 
mistrusting of authority, which does not always treats them fairly because they get 
stereo- typed and assume the worst. Poverty and lack of education are some of 
the causes, some due to either under-budget educators or the unwillingness to be 
educated. Fatherless homes or poor parenting skills, where they don’t feel a struc-
tured environment or do not feel they have a support group, where they could go to 
vent their feeling, looking for understanding. They don’t feel accepted! The irony in 
all this, the gangs, knowingly or not, actually gives these young people what they 
so much need in their lives. So they roam with a sense of freedom, misdirected as 
it may be, and with independence and as a support group, knowing that they have 
each other’s back. There’s so much more I could share in addressing the phycology 
of this. But, I believe your understanding where I’m coming from now.

By the grace of God and to His praise – here I am! WHY? Because someone 
understood my culture and my misguided religion and knew how to relate to me 
and evangelized me at my level: where I was introduced to a new way. You see, 
before I got out of the Navy and before I turned 21, I was already tired of the life 
style I was living; it was the only way I knew how to live. As the song says by Patty 
Page, “Is this all there is?” I said to God; let me die or show me another way. And 
believe me dear Brethren; it shouldn’t surprise you to know just how many of our 
young people feel the same way. That’s where we have to see ourselves as “God’s 
Rescue Squad”. Christ is coming! So Hurry!

Now I know the Way, the Truth and the Life! I’m accepted! And thank God 
every day for the best support group in the world, my Family, the Church! Every one 
of us has a great need to be accepted. Where I’m not alone! I have God and I have 
you!

As I come to the conclusion, let me just say again, I’m not a writer, grant it! But, 
here I am to be used of God; and He can use you, too, where you are. Say to Him; 
“Here I am Lord.” I can’t do it without the Lord’s help. So I write! I write what God 
directs my heart to write to your heart. Real time, real life, where the rubber meets 
the road!
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Dear Friends.

With Camp Meeting approaching I would like to put forth a reminder that just as 
Pastor Stewart reminds us to be modest in our actions, thoughts and spirit we need to also 
be mindful of how we present ourselves in our dress. Last year we had a couple of issues 
here at Camp with clothing that was too short and too tight. We do not want to send the 
wrong message, intentionally or unintentionally, take the time to dress yourselves in mod-
esty. Is your clothing too tight or too short, are you covered in such a way as not to solicit 
lust in the opposite gender?

We want to have fun and enjoy Camp Meeting to its fullest, may each of us be and 
teach godly modesty in all that we do!

 Manny

“It is what it is!” My mentor once asked me; “What does that mean?” So the 
grasshopper said to Master Jedi, My answer is simple; things happen for a reason, 
God knows and that’s good enough for me. When you come face to face with real-
ity, God has you right there for a reason. So, I told my dear friend that I accept 
things as they are and that phrase “It is what it is!” takes me to place of prayer at 
that very moment, where it bring to mind the “Serenity prayer”:  “God give me the 
serenity to accept those things I cannot change, the strength to change the things I 
can, and the Wisdom to know the difference!” Life is what it is! Be joyful in the Lord 
– for God is good all the time! Praise you Heavenly Father!

Make no mistake my dear Brethren; I’m still in the HOOD! As 1 Peter 1:9 says, 
“A royal Priest-HOOD”; in the Priest-HOOD of Believers! So…

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in Heaven.” Matthew 5:16

Coming attractions; “WHY Christ established the Church: Christ’s threefold pur-
pose!” What I call the three E’s, where you have to learn the Church’s primary pur-
pose for its existence; First: Exalt God – Second: Edify the Body of Christ – Third: 
Evangelize the World; in that order. Based on “The Shema” Deuteronomy 6:4-9; we 
first have to learn how to love and worship God – Connecting with His Love. Now 
you know how to Love your Family and the Church, connecting with one another. 
Now you are ready to Love the World, where God so Loved the World…with all 
their idiosyncrasies, they’re anger, and even dealing with their hate. It can only be 
done with God’s Love!

Thank you, ahead of time, for walking in those good works of God! And may; “The Grace and 
Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and communion of the HOLY Spirit be 
with you all. Amen: 

 Manny Molinar, GENERAL COUNCIL Operations Manager
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 This month, I want to dive into the 
word of God. And, I want to talk to you about 
the importance of reading God’s word. We 
know that the bible is the best selling book in 
the world of all times, and we know that it is 
historically significant and accurate, but do we 
understand how valuable it really is.

 John 17:14-17  I have given them thy 
word; and the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world.  I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil. They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

 Jesus established here why the word of 
God is so important. It is truth. But many things 
are truth, but they aren’t really necessary for us 
to dwell on them to improve our everyday liv-
ing. It is truth that there is a force called gravity 
that holds us to the ground. We don’t have to 
think about that, it just happens. Then there is 
the truth that we have to pay money in order 
to buy something at the store. Unless you want 
to succumb to the temptation of shoplifting, 
which creates a new truth, if you get caught you 
will be in trouble. Then there is the truth that 
power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. We see that in our governments, the 
more power a government has the more corrupt 
it becomes.

 Those truths are not designed to bring 
us happiness. There is a truth that is designed to 

make us happy, and it is in the Bible. There is a 
reason why the gospel is called the good news. 
We can learn that truth by reading the Bible, 
and we can act on that truth to gain happiness.

 Jesus said he spoke the truth, but was 
not believed in John 8:45  And because I tell 
you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 ¶  Which 
of you convinces me of sin? If I speak truth, 
why do ye not believe me? He pointed out 
to the Jews that they knew he was speak-
ing the truth, and yet accused him of being a 
Samaritan, which suggests that he was trying to 
pervert God’s truth. Reality was that the Jews 
had perverted the truth, and Jesus was correct-
ing them, but they refused to hear him. Jesus’ 
condemnation of their blocked ears is a warn-
ing to us today not to follow in their footsteps. 
We should study God’s word to make sure we 
are doing right, as it says in 2Ti 2:15  Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.

 When we know the truth, we feel a 
responsibility to follow that truth. I have to 
wonder if that might be why some people don’t 
read the Bible. They don’t want to know the 
truth. But if we are willingly ignorant, does that 
make any difference? 

2 Peter 3:3 ¶  Knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last days scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts,
4  And saying, Where is the promise of his 
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 

President’s Message

God’s Word



8 May/June    2015 ACTS

things continue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation.
5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of the water and in 
the water:
6  Whereby the world that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished:
7  But the heavens and the earth, which are 
now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment 
and perdition of ungodly men.

 It doesn’t matter what we know or don’t 
know about the truth it’s still the truth. Believe 
in gravity or don’t, you still will be affected by 
it’s power, and the same is true about sin and 
grace. But even more than being affected by it, 
we have been given power through Jesus Christ 
to affect it, if only we know the truth. Because 
the truth sets us free. Or so it says in Joh 8:32  
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.

 What is that truth? Romans 10 6:9  That 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.

 But the bible does go on from there, it 
records Jesus commandments, and if Jesus is 
Lord, we are to obey his commandments. Jesus 
said we are to love God and one another, and that 
was given as the two greatest commandments 
in Matthew 22. It is hard to love some people, 
because they are so unlovable. Especially peo-
ple who are repressing other people. I don’t 
think you start out loving everyone, but as you 
learn to love those around you, regardless of 
their actions, you start loving more and more 
people, even though they may do evil. Does 
loving those people seem like a hardship to 
you? I am going to be bold and suggest that if it 
seems hard to you, you are following the letter 

of the law, and not the spirit. When you have 
Jesus’ spirit you love people, not because of 
them, but because you love God, and he loves 
all of us. If God loves someone, you should as 
well.  He didn’t make us do anything without 
being an example to us. John 3:16  For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. Romans 
5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. John 15:12  This is my commandment, 
That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

 God has plans for us. I love Jeremiah 
29:11 in the NIV version. For I know the plans 
I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.

 Those plans are shown to us in his 
word. We are fools if we do not read it and even 
study it. Not to be able to correct someone else, 
but so we can be found doing God’s will when 
Jesus comes.

By Rodney Boone, GENERAL COUNCIL President

“For I know the plans 
 I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope 
and a future.”
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A little over a week ago I 
was contemplating these two 
verses in Psalm 103. I was so 
amazed! I couldn’t get it off my 
mind. I feel like a fool to try to 
show it because I couldn’t put 
my thoughts together as well as 
I wanted to. But, here it goes 
anyway…

Psalm 103:11 & 12
I want to use your imagina-

tion to see how long a string 
would be if someone took the 
end of it and went in a straight 
line east, not following the curve 
of the Earth, and kept going 
until he passed the very last 
star. And someone else took 
the other end of the string and 
did the same going west until he 
passed the very last star.

Let’s take a minute here 
to get perspective on what 
that would mean. Using Louie 
Gigglios information lets mea-
sure just a tiny-tiny portion 
of the string. Light travels at 
186,000 miles per second. In 
one year light would travel 5.88 
trillion miles. So, that is hun-
dreds, thousands, millions, bil-
lions, the trillions right? That is 
called one light year and is used 
to measure distance in space 
because a regular mile is too 
small.

I’ll use just one of the hun-
dreds of billions of galaxies in 
the known universe to paint the 
picture. The Whirlpool galaxy 

is 31 million light years away 
from the Earth. That means if 
we could travel at the speed of 
light it would take us 31 million 
years to get there that far. And 
we would have just barely start-
ed. So, verse 12 of  away Psalm 
103 says;

Even farther away from 
that, actually, a lot farther away: 
Consider the distance? We 
couldn’t even go get it back if 
we wanted too. What I realized 
is that God takes it so far away, 
it’s like it had never been!

Not only does He com-
pletely gets rid of our sins, but 
verse 11 says God’s love is so 
much that to measure it He uses 
the distance of how high the 
heavens are above the Earth. 
That is a lot of love!!

Wouldn’t life be better if 
we focused on the things that 
are right in our lives and those 
around us, and loving each 
other rather than the things 
we do wrong. We love God 
because He first loved us and 
not because He points out all 
our mistakes. The only way we 
are going to grow our Church, 
and keep our children there is 
by loving them, not by telling 
them all they do wrong. 

Maybe I don’t represent 
being a Christian very well, or 
at least not the way you think I 
should; maybe we don’t keep 
the Sabbath the same way, or 

“as Far as it Gets!”
Psalm 103:11 & 12

by anonymous
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use the same translation of 
Bible, or dress the same, or 
any of a thousand other things: 
but I believe most of us want to 
please God and do our best to 
do so.

But whether what we each 
do is just different to others, or 
seen as right out sin; it shouldn’t 
matter what others may per-
ceive; what matters is how God 
sees us as covered and our sins 
washed clean by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, because when it 
is removed as far as the East 
is from the West, endless, it is 
impossible for us to get it back; 
even if we wanted to, because it 
is gone for good!

God is perfect! He doesn’t 
keep tally on us how bad we 
are. 

If He doesn’t, then maybe 
you and I shouldn’t either. 

‘So help me Abba Father, 
Daddy God, to be more like 
You and less and less like the 
accuser of the Brethren; whose 
purpose is to destroy us. 

( Just an afterthought.) 
When the woman caught in 
the very act of adultery was 
brought before Jesus; and they 
wanted to stone her according 
to Moses’ law,  Jesus response 
was, “Let him who is without 
sin cast the first stone…” has it 
ever occurred to you that there 
was one present that was in fact 
perfect and could have cast the 
first stone? But He did not! His 
answer was, “Neither do I con-
demn you!”

NOT VICTORIOUS IN YOUR LIFE?
(Continued from page 12)

However, first is the command to follow 
Jesus. With that command comes the under-
standing that we cannot serve two masters (1 
John 2:15). Jesus is calling us to serve him and 
him alone. Jesus did not call us to serve him on 
the 2nd Tuesday of every other month and in 
between we can do what we please in this world.  
It would be like a judge calling you to court and 
you telling the judge that you don’t want to go. 
Some have tried that and have a jail record to 
prove it. Our call and our duty is to follow Jesus. 
He will then decide where, when and how to fish 
for men.

When we are in full submission to God we 
will also be full of his Holy Spirit. We must trust in 
God to do what he has promised to do. We must 
step out in faith and full assurance that we are 
following Jesus. We must believe that Jesus is 
leading us in our fishing expedition. 

We step out in obedience believing that God 
will lead us to the person that needs our help. 

We step out in faith believing and knowing 
that God will give us the right scriptures for the 
situation. It is through the power of God’s Spirit 
that the gospel message will bring fruit. Paul said 
“For our gospel message came not unto you in 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance.” (1 Thess. 1:5) 

Do not ever forget that when you witness 
to someone and you are full of God’s Holy Spirit 
then there are two witnesses ministering to the 
new convert-to-be. We can only go so far and 
God expects us to only go so far. It is God’s job 
to convict and convert and he is very good at his 
job. 
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In the book of Joshua we find an occasion 
when there was no victory for God’s people. God 
had promised victories and blessings but it was 
not happening. Let us look at the problem closely 
and follow the solution. Perhaps there is a lesson 
for us today in this example. After all these exam-
ples were written for us to uses as examples to 
keep us from committing the same mistakes (1 
Cor. 10: 11, 12).

We find in chapter 7 of the Book of Joshua 
the story of defeat and the role that sin plays in 
it. It is the story of Achan and his “HIDDEN SIN”. 
In the story of Achan we find Joshua doing just 
what every good Christian should do when Satan 
has defeated us and we are in big trouble. We 
find in verse 6 that Joshua knelt before God in 
serious prayer. 

It is noteworthy to see in the same verse that 
all of the elders joined Joshua in fervent prayer 
before God. One of the lessons for us here points 
to our church. If the church is not being victori-
ous then here is the God-given starting point. Let 
the leadership humble themselves before God. 
However, let us continue on our personal jour-
ney for knowledge and victory in our lives as this 
story from the Bible reveals to us. 

We find that God chastises Joshua for cry-
ing and whining because they were not victorious 
over the enemy like they should have been.  God 
told Joshua “GET UP. Why are you lying on your 
face? Israel hath sinned…” (Joshua 7:10, 11) 
“Behold the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; neither his ear heavy that it cannot 
hear. But your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not hear.” (Isaiah 59:1, 
2).

One of the many interesting things about 
this story is that no one else in the camp knew 
about the “sin”. Achan had hidden his sin from 
everyone. It was not visible to the naked eye. It 

was buried deep in his tent (heart?). He had even 
dug a hole and buried it deep. This shows that 
he knew what he was doing. He also knew that 
what he was doing was very wrong or he would 
not have buried it and tried to cover it up. None of 
his friends or acquaintances (or strangers) knew 
about the sin. However God knew and God said 
that there would be no victory as long as there 
was sin in the camp! Achan thought he had got-
ten away with his sin (problem).

The lesson for us here is to always remem-
ber that God looks beyond the surface and 
judges us by the thoughts and intentions of our 
heart. We have no such thing as a sin that we 
can hide from our almighty creator. We can only 
fool some of the people around us. We cannot 
make a fool out of God. This is such an important 
point that it should also be one of your memory 
verses for it works equally well in or out of the 
church. Galatians 6: 7 “Be not deceived, God is 
not mocked. For whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap.”

The only begotten Son of the living God, 
Jesus, came to deliver us FROM our sins and 
sinful ways. (Matt. 1:21) Jesus accomplished this 
by destroying the power of Satan over our lives. 
It is Jesus “Who hath delivered us from the power 
of darkness (Satan)”…Col. 1:13. It is for this 
reason that God will put pressure on his people 
to get rid of the sin in their lives. When God’s 
children take this step THEN GOD’S CHILDREN 
CAN BE VICTORIOUS. 

If we are not being victorious then it is pos-
sible that God is trying to expose the “heart” of 
the problem. We need to root out of the body of 
Christ all sin and the problems associated with 
it. Sin within the body can be personal or doctri-
nal. God requires obedience. If obedience was 
required in the perfect world of Eden then how 
much more it is required in this sinful world that 
we live in. Any disobedience to God and his will 
is sin.

NOT VICTORIOUS IN YOUR LIFE?
By Anonymous
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We may think we have hidden our problem 
but we have only hidden it from the people on 
earth and they are not our judge. “For there 
is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, 
neither hid that it shall not be known. Therefore 
whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be 
heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken 
in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the 
housetops.”  (Luke 12: 2, 3) In this scripture God 
has just promised to you and to me that we will 
not get away with anything. There are no secrets 
from the almighty, wonderful God. 

Do you want to be victorious? Then you 
must have NO UNCONFESSED SIN! Confession 
requires self-analysis. When we confess it means 
that we have looked at our situation realistically. 
It means that we have analyzed the options. It 
means that we understand the consequences. 
We then admit to God that we have a situation 
that we cannot overcome. We admit that our 
problem is bigger than we can handle and we ask 
God for his help. Do you see a pattern here? 

This is exactly the same thought process 
and results that we hope to see happen in 
those that we witness too. In every believer God 
requires a heart that has been “circumcised in 
Christ” and cleansed from all unrighteousness 
(sin). (1 John 1:9). We must first partake of the 
fruit. (2 Tim. 2:6). When we find ourselves in this 
position then we will ask God for help. We are 
then in a position that we will listen and accept 
what God places in our heart to do. It is then that 
victory can be ours. God gives his Spirit to those 
who obey him. (Acts 5:32).

This brings us to what should be one of our 
memory verses. 1 John 1:9 “If WE CONFESS 
our sins he is faithful and just to FORGIVE US 
OF OUR SINS and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.” Memorize this verse and let it be part 
of your meditation. It is a beautiful thought for 
each of us and for those that we are witnessing 
to. Confess your faults to God. Sin is between 
God and us. Make your individual confessions to 
God. That is the relationship that you are trying 
to build. 

This automatically brings us to the next point 
“But he giveth more grace. Wherefore said he, 
God resists the proud but gives grace to the hum-
ble. Submit yourselves therefore to God, resist 
the Devil and he shall flee from thee.” (James 4: 
6, 7). Submission. It is not a word that makes us 
smile but it is not an evil word. In fact, submis-
sion is necessary to please God. Remember that 
Jesus said in Matthew 16: 24 “…If any man will 
come after me let him deny himself and take up 
his cross (submission) and follow me”.

 Let us substitute “seek God’s will” in the 
place of submission. Does that sound better to 
you? It does for most folks and God is pleased 
with that concept. At this point the words of Jesus 
should be our words. ”I can of mine own self do 
nothing: as I hear I judge: and my judgement is 
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the 
will of the Father which hath sent me.” (John 5: 
32). This verse tells us that our decision is right 
(just) because we are seeking and doing God’s 
will and not our own will. That is the message of 
John 5: 32. 

The reason that this is acceptable to put 
in the place of submission to God is that IF you 
seek God’s will you will gladly submit to him. 
Your submission will automatically come. There 
will be no remorse for submitting. Your submis-
sion will be with tears of joy and gratitude for the 
opportunity. That is what God’s full presence in 
our life will do for us. We cannot give someone 
something that we do not have within ourselves. 
We cannot ask someone else to submit to God if 
we have not submitted ourselves. Our testimony 
is false and rings hollow. 

Since evangelizing is the job of every 
Christian let us look at Jesus command to us. 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”. 
(Matt. 4: 19). Do you notice that the COMMAND 
is to follow Jesus?  When we do that then he will 
make us fishers of men. He has promised us that 
he would teach us to be fishers of men. Our job 
is to follow and his job is to teach. When we seek 
the will of the Father as Jesus did we will learn 
how to become fishers of men.

(continued on page 10)



Let’s start this article with a scripture where 
the Apostle Paul speaks about the modest 
behavior of women described in I Timothy 2:8-
10,

“I will therefore that men pray every 
where, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and doubting. In like manner also, 
that women adorn themselves in mod-
est apparel, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, 
or pearls, or costly array; But (which 
becometh women professing godliness) 
with good works.”

Paul started off this Scripture by speak-
ing to the men of the church, emphasizing the 
importance of their being men who lift up their 
hands in prayer and of being intercessors of 
ALL mankind. This was not a onetime function 
that they were to do, but it was something that 
they needed to do on a daily basis.

He then instructed the women in the church 
that they too should present themselves in a 
manner that depicts true holiness, as souls that 
love and care for others more than they care for 
themselves.

When Paul spoke of how the women 
were to dress, he did not say that they could 
not wear jewelry or nice clothes; he simply 
said that they were not to be extravagant or 
go overboard. Think about it in this manner, if 
a soul adorns himself in the most expensive 
and lavish apparel and others around him are 
poorly dressed, this may cause those around 
him to think of themselves as inferior and/or 
less important than the lavishly-dressed person. 
The written word of the Lord tells us that we 
are EQUAL. We read In St. Luke 20:35-36 that 
the saints are equal with the angels. If, then we 
are to be equal with the angels, we should also 

be equal with one another. Another Scripture 
states that the saints are to be joint heirs with 
Jesus (Romans 8:16-17). If we, the saints of the 
Most High God, are to be joint heirs with Jesus, 
shouldn’t we be equally joined to one another 
in worship? If therefore, we have a tendency 
to not be modest, we give the impression that 
we are without humility and are arrogant and 
prideful. We need to remember the words of 
King Solomon in Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goeth 
before destruction, and a haughty spirit before 
a fall.” Do we wish to fall and/or desire to be 
destroyed? I think most people would emphati-
cally answer a resounding “No” to this question. 
Therefore, as much as we are able, let’s con-
duct ourselves in true modesty.

A soul that does not conduct himself in 
modesty is conceited, egotistic and presump-
tuous. The opposite of modesty is arrogance, 
conceit, egotism, and haughtiness, presump-
tuousness and/or pride. The Children of Israel 
presumed that it would be OK for them to go 
ahead and go up and take the Promised Land 
after the Lord told them that they would wander 
in the Wilderness (see Numbers 14:40-45), but 
to their dismay, they were wrong.

We read in Numbers 15:30-31,

“But the soul that doeth ought presump-
tuously, whether he be born in the land, 
or a stranger, the same reproacheth the 
lord; and that soul shall be cut off from 
among his people. Because he hath 
despised the word of the lord, and hath 
broken his commandment, that soul shall 
utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be 
upon him.”

In this vein, one may conclude that a 
soul that does not display or practice modesty 
despises the written word of the Lord, the Bible.

Modesty
By Derwood Stewart

To be modest is to be free from conceit or vanity.  
Modesty defines the propriety in dress, speech, and/or conduct.
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King David wrote in Psalms 19:13-14,

“Keep back thy servant also from pre-
sumptuous sins; let them not have 
dominion over me: then shall I be upright, 
and I shall be innocent from the great 
transgression. Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.”

Modesty does not just pertain to that which 
souls wear, but to how they conduct their lives; 
the manner in which they live, and the words 
that they speak. It even goes so far as to 
address how a soul thinks. The written word of 
the Lord says, “. . . out of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh” St. Luke 6:45b.

I heard a minister relate a story of an inci-
dent that happened while he and his five-year-
old son were waiting to check out at a store 
where they had been shopping. He said that 
there was a very big man and a lady in front of 
them checking out. The man was talking very 
loudly and swearing when the minister’s son 
tugged on his dad’s jacket and asked, “Is that 
what that man has inside of him?” The minister 
said to his son, “Shush that is a very big man.” 
The little boy continued, “But Dad, you said that 
whatever a person speaks is what they have in 
them.” At that point, the lady leaned over and 
said with a laugh, “Yes, that’s exactly what he 
has in him.” The conversation was over but you 
can see from this example that a soul that does 
not practice and display modesty is, in essence, 

speaking very LOUDLY and everyone around 
can see and hear what is in that person’s heart.

Sometimes, actions speak louder than 
words. In II Corinthians 3:2 the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, 
known and read of all men:” We truly are an 
open book that everyone around us can see 
and hear. It is evident that we will be per-
ceived by the way that we portray ourselves. 
A soul that is modest does not fornicate or 
commit adultery, it does not lie to anyone, it 
makes a special effort to observe and do the 
Commandments of the Lord, and to be a good 
example to everyone. Godly modesty will gen-
der good things. Godly modesty will cause us 
to fit into our proper place in the body of Christ, 
just like a hand and fingers fit into a well-made 
glove. Therefore, let’s seek to portray Godly 
modesty, and then we will know that we are 
doing what we are supposed to do.

May the Heavenly Father richly bless and 
keep you as you learn more about Him each 
day and to serve and worship Him in spirit and 
in truth.

Your Faithful Servant in the Lord,
Derwood A. Stewart, Minister
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries 
http://preachersteacher.org or  

       hope@preachersteacher.org 

Modesty does not just pertain to that which 
souls wear, but to how they conduct their lives; the 
manner in which they live, and the words that they 
speak. It even goes so far as to address how a soul 
thinks.
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Daughters of the King

 Greetings to all Ladies of Faith!

Moses and the Israelites wandered for 40 years in the wilderness. They could only 
move when the cloud moved by day or if the pillar of light moved by night. They followed 
the Lord’s direction faithfully and He led them to the Holy Land. Of course, along the way 
they grumbled and sinned against the Lord and they had to suffer the consequences. So, 
all the original generation that fled Egypt, except Joshua and Caleb, never got to see or 
enter the Holy Land. But their children did!!

What faith we believers have that the Lord is still guiding us in our daily lives and that 
we will get to see the Holy Land!! And as mortal people, we sin and grumble and say it is 
too hard but if we repent and ask Jesus for forgiveness, the Lord will not see our sin, for 
Jesus paid the debt for us. However, the consequences are still with us and they may be 
a heavy burden to carry and they may hinder our children from reaping the fullness of the 
treasures of the Holy Land. Where are each of you wandering today? Are you in the wilder-
ness or another hard place? Deuteronomy 8:2-3 says, 

“Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these 
forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether 
or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and 
then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to 
teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of the Lord.”

Maybe we need to wander for a reason—do we need to learn to rely on the Savior, 
Jesus, who paid the debt? Stop wandering and rest in Him. I have found great peace in the 
Lord and His word and I pray all of you who read this have also.

Becky Lincoln, President DOK
bblincoln@ywave.com 

See you at Camp, June 29th to July 4th, 2015!!
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Meridian Camp Meeting
June 29 through July 4, 2015

“He tHat Has an ear, let Him Hear…”
Revelation 2:7

We cordially invite you to be part of HISTORY! Join us in the 
renewal process! Not only is it a great time of FELLOWSHIP with old 
Friends and Family; but also a great time to make NEW Friends in Christ. 
– Come and incline your EARS and LISTEN: If you have SPIRITUAL 
UNDERSTANDING; then come and let’s HEAR what God has to say!! 
Many are already praying and fasting and listening! You can be part of 
the HOLY SPIRIT’S redirection. Camp Meeting is also an opportunity to 
REGOVERN. We especially want to appeal to our YOUNGER generation 
that can bring fresh leadership.

Good Youth and Children’s programs. Every year, our staff of volunteers, 
locally and out-of-State have done a marvelous job, large or small attendance, 
Ministry to them looks the same! They give their All! Nothing Less! Good 
Food, fun, games, Bible Studies, and Spirit filled Worship services in the eve-
nings, with great Sermons. We need at least three more Preachers to volun-
teer. COME AND DINE!




