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When we understand that the Hebrew word
JEHOVA was not translated as Jesus this helps
us to understand many scriptures that are used
to try to point out that Christ was the Creator. We
must remember two things of great importance.
The first is very simple to understand. The Old
Testament was written in Hebrew. It was not
translated into Greek until about 200 years
before Christ was born in Bethlehem. The sec-
ond item to remember is equally simple. The
Hebrew word for the one and only true God is
Jehovah. Jehovah was translated as “LORD” in
the Old Testament 6,510 times. It was never
translated as anything or anyone else.

There is another tactic that is used to sup-
port this false doctrine. We should all agree with
the Scriptures that tell us that no man has seen
God at any time (John 1:18 etc.). This brings a
question to us because there are several
Scriptures in the Old Testament that state that
men have seen God and lived to tell about it.
Trinitarians and Binitarians use this tactic to
prove that Jesus was there because no one
could see God’s face and live (Exodus 33:20).
We are taught now that it must have been Jesus
that these men saw. We need to study some of
these Scriptures and see if we can understand
what is going on when some of the great men of
the Old Testament (Isaiah etc.) tell us that they
have seen God.

The Scripture in Exodus 24:10-11 is some-
times used to prove that Christ existed from
before creation and was a God because this
group of people saw God, and the Bible plainly
says that no man has ever seen God (Jehovah).

“And THEY SAW THE GOD OF ISRAEL: and
there was under his feet as it were a paved
work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the
body of heaven in his clearness. And upon
the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not
his hand: also THEY SAW GOD, and did eat
and drink.”

How should we understand this obvious
statement? What did they see? Most modern the-
ologians tell us that they saw Jesus because
Jesus was there.

Let us use what we have learned from the
Hebrew language to figure this out. In the
Hebrew the word “GOD” is Eloheim. What they
saw then is the “ELOHIM” of Israel and they ate
and drank after they saw this “ELOHIM”. That is
how it is written in Hebrew, so let us figure out if
this was Jehovah or something else. Remember
that the word Eloheim means rulers, judges,
divine ones, angels, gods or goddesses.

The first thing to do is to find out if the Old
Testament reveals to us anybody else that “SAW
GOD”.

“And Jacob called the name of the place
Peniel: for I have SEEN GOD FACE TO
FACE, and my life is preserved” (Genesis
32:30).

Jacob saw Elohim as it is written in the
Hebrew. Since the Bible is very clear that no man
has seen God, we have to understand that Jacob
saw something else. We have learned that
Elohim can also mean rulers or judges, divine
ones, angels, gods and goddesses, as well as
the true God. Could this “man” have been an
angel? In the first place Jacob was wrestling with
a man (Strong’s #376). If this was Jesus, as God,
then this must be the first “incarnation.” How
many “incarnations” have there been? Almost all
scholars and theologians agree that it was an
angel.

Another time occurs in Judges 13:22. “And
Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die,
because we have SEEN GOD”. In the Hebrew
this is written that MANOAH SAW ELOHIM.
When we look at this passage of Scriptures we
find that it is speaking of the birth of Samson.
Read the whole passage from Judges 13:2-23 
to get the context of what is transpiring. In this

CHRIST THE CREATOR
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passage of 22 verses we find the word Angel
appearing 13 times. To end all discussion we find
in Verse 21 that “…Manoah knew that HE WAS
AN ANGEL OF THE JEHOVAH (Lord).” Now we
understand that Manoah and his wife were deal-
ing with an angel (Eloheim). Manoah saw an
angel of Jehovah and the wonder and holiness of
the entire situation caused Manoah to make a
sacrifice and to declare that he had seen God. In
its entirety that is what this verse is telling us.

The wonderful Prophet Isaiah in Isaiah
6:5 confesses, “…Woe is me! for I am
undone;….for mine EYES HAVE SEEN THE
KING, THE LORD OF HOSTS.” Did Isaiah real-
ly see Jehovah? Do we have a contradiction?
Does it not seem more likely that perhaps Isaiah
saw what Ezekiel saw in Ezekiel Chapter’s 1 and
10? Ezekiel gave us a simple and easy to under-
stand explanation of the vision that was being
shown to him. In Ezekiel 1:28 Ezekiel explains to
us that, 

“… This was the appearance of the LIKE-
NESS OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD.
And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and
I heard a voice of one that spake.”

The Hebrew word that is translated as “like-
ness” is Strong’s #1823, which means “resem-
blance or similitude etc.” To keep from having a
contradiction with the examples that are written in
the Scriptures we must conclude that Isaiah and
Ezekiel, and other holy men, must have seen an
Eloheim or a likeness as Ezekiel said. To say
anything else is to bring in a man-made contra-
diction.

We also need to consider another fact at this
point. The Mosaic Law was added because of
transgressions by the Children of Israel.
Remember the Golden Calf? Even the New
Testament teaches us that fact.

“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was
ADDED BECAUSE OF TRANSGRES-
SIONS, till the seed (Jesus) should come
to whom the promise was made; and it
was ORDAINED BY ANGELS in the hand
of a mediator” (Galatians 3:19).

Angels (Eloheim) were used by God exten-
sively then and still are. It was the Angel that

Moses saw in the burning bush (Exodus 3:2 /
Acts 7:30). The angel of Jehovah was with
Moses in Egypt (Acts 7:35). Stephen, while filled
with the Holy Spirit and looking at the heavenly
vision of Jesus standing by the right hand of God
told the Jews that they were the ones “Who have
received the law by the DISPOSITION OF
ANGELS, and have not kept it” (Acts 7:53).

With the understanding that we now have of
what it means to “see God” let us see if we can
understand Exodus 24:10. We need to use the
first rule of understanding the Bible and that is
“context, context, context.” Exodus 24:1, 2 pro-
vides us with the crux of the whole story.

“AND he (JEHOVAH) said unto Moses,
COME UP UNTO THE LORD (JEHO-
VAH), thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu,
and seventy of the elders of Israel; and
worship ye afar off. And MOSES ALONE
SHALL COME NEAR THE LORD: BUT
THEY SHALL NOT COME NIGH; neither
shall the people go up with him.”

Exodus 24:2 tells us that only Moses was to
go on up to see Jehovah. The rest were to stop
part way, but the vision and the feast was to let
them know of a certainty that this whole process
was from Jehovah. In Exodus 24:12-13 we find
that after their feast Jehovah calls Moses and
Joshua to come up the mountain by themselves.
In verses 16-18 we find that Israel saw the glory
of Jehovah (verse 17) and then Moses left
Joshua behind and went up to meet Jehovah
alone (verse 18).

SO WHAT DID CHRIST CREATE?

So far we have shown that Christ is not the
Creator of the “Universe” as the NIV states in
Hebrews1:2. We know that there are some
Scriptures in the New Testament that speak of
Christ as the Creator, since we have proven that
Jehovah God is the Creator then we need to
determine what Christ did create so that we can
have full understanding of the wonderful
Scriptures about Jesus. We also must remember
that the New Scriptures must agree with the Old
Testament, because Jesus told us that what He
was teaching was from the Jehovah of the Old
Testament (John 7:16 / 8:28 / 12:49,50).
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“GOD, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds (NIV: Universe);
Who being the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person, and
upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high; (Hebrews 1:1-3).

About now most theologians are jumping up
and down and saying that this scripture is obvi-
ously telling us that God used Jesus to create the
worlds. The NIV translators go even further and
state that Jesus created the Universe, because
that is what they want us to believe.

The Greek word that is translated as worlds
(KJV) or universe (NIV) is “aion,” and that word
means AGE or AGES. If we study into this, we
find out that specifically it means a period of time
much as we would use the word “era.” Webster
tells us that era means; 1) “a period of time
measured from some important event” or 2) “A
period of time having some special characteris-
tic.” As we think about this in the context of what
God is trying to teach us, we find that “Ages and
Eras” explain very well what God was saying.

Think about it. Christ did create something.
What did He create? Ask yourself this; what age
or era are we living in now? Is this not the Gospel
Age? What age or era is the next one in God’s
plan for this world? Is it not the Millennium age,
when Jesus rules from Jerusalem for 1,000
years? What age or era comes after the
Millennium? Is it not the Eternal Kingdom of God,
as Revelation chapters 21and 22 describe as
coming down from God? That is 3 ages or eras
or worlds, which can be seen from the Bible that
WOULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT
JESUS, OUR MESSIAH!!! Would you not agree
that this makes Jesus a “Creator?” 

Jesus is not THE creator, but Jesus is a cre-
ator. We can positively say that as a fact
because, we would not have a Gospel age, or a
Millennium, or the New Jerusalem coming down
to earth for eternity, if it was not for our MESSI-
AH, JESUS. It was through the Messiah that all
of these things that were promised by God,

Jehovah, are set in motion and will happen as
Revelation explains so well. Every human being
that has ever accepted the salvation that God
has offered to mankind, from Adam to the last
man standing owes it to Christ. That is millions of
people. Talk about someone being covered with
Glory and that Glory could only come AFTER the
Messiah was slain and resurrected to put into
place in God’s perfect plan as the Bible plainly
teaches.  WOW!!!

Hebrews 1:3 gives us 3 important pieces of
information: 1) that Jesus is “…upholding all
things by the word of HIS POWER…” 2) this
takes place AFTER “…He (Jesus) had by himself
purged our sins…” 3) the next thing that hap-
pened was that Jesus “…sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high”. Jesus said, after
His resurrection, in Matthew 28:18 “And Jesus
came and spake unto them, saying, ALL
POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME in heaven and in
earth.” The Apostle Peter confirms this in I Peter
3:22 “Who is gone into heaven, and is on the
right hand of God; ANGELS AND AUTHORI-
TIES AND POWERS BEING MADE SUBJECT
UNTO HIM.”

The Apostle Paul states this fact eloquently
and echoes Peter in saying that the Authority was
given to Jesus by God. Paul even tells us the
time that this all took place for our complete
understanding.  Ephesians 1:20-22,

“Which he wrought in CHRIST, WHEN HE
RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, and set
him at his own right hand in the heavenly
places, Far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, NOT ONLY IN
THIS WORLD, (age) but ALSO IN THAT
WHICH IS TO COME: And hath PUT ALL
THINGS UNDER HIS FEET, and gave
him to be the head over all things to the
church,”

From these verses we understand that
Jesus was given the absolute power and author-
ity to uphold and control God’s plan. We also find
out WHEN this power was granted. The Messiah
was fulfilling the promises of God that God gave
to His Creation. Jesus will continue to fulfill God’s
promises until the time comes to turn God’s
Creation over to God (I Cor. 15:25-28). Does the
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rest of the New Testament agree with this?
Let us read Colossians 1:15-18 which

speaks of CHRIST’S CREATION. This passage
is also one of the foundational Scriptures that is
used to prove that Christ IS the Creator, so let us
read it and try to understand what it says.

“Who is the image of the invisible God, the
FIRSTBORN OF EVERY CREATURE:
For BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREAT-
ED, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers: ALL THINGS WERE CREAT-
ED BY HIM, and for him: And he is before
all things, and by him all things consist.
And he is the head of the body, the
church: who is the beginning, the FIRST-
BORN from the dead; THAT IN ALL
THINGS HE MIGHT HAVE THE PREEM-
INENCE.”

When we read this Scripture and pay atten-
tion to the highlighted parts especially, it appears
that Jesus is the Creator and this gives us an
obvious contradiction. We have already dealt
with the word “image” earlier in this study. We
learned that the “Image” of Genesis Chapter One
is NOT Jesus as theologians try to teach us now.
This is important because theologians try to use
the word “IMAGE” to tie Genesis One into
Colossians 1:15 to prove that Christ was there
from the beginning.

Theologians then point out to us that Jesus
is “THE FIRSTBORN OF EVERY CREATURE”
to prove that Jesus was there before Creation in
Genesis One. Theologians then point out to us
that in Colossians 1:16 it is written twice that
JESUS “CREATED ALL THINGS” and Jesus
did all of this FOR HIMSELF! Then we are point-
ed to verse 17 where we are shown that JESUS
WAS “BEFORE ALL THINGS”. Then to top it off
we are pointed to verse 18 where we find that
JESUS “IS THE BEGINNING, THE FIRST-
BORN…” This sounds very convincing does it
not? This is the usual message that we are
taught. Now let us see if this interpretation will
stand up to close scrutiny.

First let us look at the word FIRSTBORN
which is translated a total of 9 times from the
Greek word “Prototokos”. Seven times it is trans-

lated as “Firstborn” and twice as “First Begotten”.
Let us examine “First begotten” to begin with and
see if this gives us any help for our understand-
ing. The first time we find this word as “first
begotten” is in Hebrews 1:6; “And again, when he
bringeth in the FIRSTBEGOTTEN into the world,
he saith, And let all the angels of God worship
him.” This is a big help for our understanding
because we have already shown that verses 1-3
show us that this period of Creation is the Gospel
age which was created by the Messiah, Jesus.
Obviously then, Hebrews 1:6 is telling us that
God brought Jesus into the world according to
His timetable (Galatians 4:4). This event happens
after the Creation of Genesis. The Angels were
already there and God commanded them to wor-
ship Jesus.

The next verse is in Revelation 1:5;

“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful
witness, and THE FIRST BEGOTTEN OF
THE DEAD, and the prince of the kings of
the earth. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood,”

Here we are taught that Jesus is the first
from the dead. Was there death even before the
Creation that we find in Genesis One? Did Jesus
die before the “perfect and holy” creation of God
started, or was finished? We know and under-
stand that Death happened after the Creation by
Jehovah, as the Bible teaches us. We have to
conclude that this Scripture is teaching us that
Jesus was born according to God’s timetable
after death was already here and operating at full
strength.

Jesus is God’s only begotten Son and there
is no other way for Him to die and be the “FIRST
BEGOTTEN FROM THE DEAD” except to be
“begotten” sometime after Adam and Eve
brought death to reign over God’s creation. We
cannot say that Jesus was here before the cre-
ation of Genesis One and was just “incarnated”
to finish God’s plan, because we have already
shown that JEHOVAH created everything and
JEHOVAH did not and does not know of any
other God.

Let us go back to Colossians 1:15-18 to see
if we can add to our understanding. Look at
Colossians 1:17, 18. 
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“And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist. And he is the head of the
body, the church: who is the beginning,
the FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD; that
in all things he might have the preemi-
nence.”

This teaches us the same thing that
Hebrews 1:6 and Revelation 1:5 taught us. Jesus
is the FIRST PERSON to be raised from the
dead to eternal life. Eternal life after our death is
the Promise of God to every believer.

These two verses give us many facts.

1) The Firstborn was raised from the dead
so that He (Jesus) would be preeminent
(Superior) over whatever was to come
after Him in the plan of God (verse 18).
2) We find that Christ is the beginning,
HEAD, of the Church. A body cannot live
without a head, so by having the preemi-
nence over the body (church) we find the
purpose in God’s plan for the resurrection
of the firstborn from the dead (verse 18).
3) Since Christ is the first He is obviously
before anything else in HIS church (verse
17).
4) Since Christ is the beginning of the
Church, God has given Him the power to
uphold His creation (the Church), give it
life and sustain that life.

In these two verses we have found the rea-
son that God called Jesus the firstborn of every
creature. (Col. 1:15) It is a beautiful picture.
Jesus is the head (firstborn) of everything and
everyone that is created by His power through
the New Covenant Church and for the New
Covenant Church.

Now what were the parameters of Jesus’
creation? Read Colossians 1:16 again,

“For by him (Jesus) were ALL THINGS
CREATED, that are IN heaven, and that
are IN earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be THRONES, OR DOMINIONS, OR
PRINCIPALITIES, OR POWERS: all
things were created BY HIM, AND FOR
HIM:”

Notice the first and foremost statement in

this passage for our understanding. JESUS DID
NOT CREATE THE EARTH OR THE HEAVENS.
Jesus creates items that operate IN the territory
that God created. God, back in Genesis already
created the earth and the heavens. What did
Jesus create? It explains that fact very clearly in
verse 16. Jesus would or could create thrones,
dominions, principalities and powers. Where do
these operate? Again this is clearly stated. They
operate in, on, and around, God’s earth and
God’s heaven as this verse states.

Remember that Jesus has all the power that
was given to him to rule heaven and earth (Matt.
28:18). Jesus has a job to do. That job is to finish
God’s plan for the next 3,000 (plus) years and
then turn God’s Creation back to God. To bring
God’s plan to completion there is no doubt that
Jesus has had to use His given power to create
thrones, dominions, principalities and powers, to
complete the task. Jesus’ task is still not done
yet, so Jesus will continue to create.

If we now go to Ephesians 3:9 we find anoth-
er Scripture that tells us that God used Jesus to
“create all things”. With the knowledge that we
have now of what Jesus is in charge of creating,
it is reasonably easy to find out what the Apostle
Paul is talking about. The first rule that applies to
a true understanding of the Scriptures is to try to
keep everything in context. Go back and read
Chapters 2 and 3 of Ephesians. In Chapter 2
Paul is teaching the beauty of salvation and
shows that the creation of the New Covenant by
Christ has brought the Gospel directly to the
Gentiles with no difference between them and
the Jews in salvation: Jews and Gentiles were
equal now with no wall between them.

Then in Chapter 3 Paul explains that this
was a mystery in times past but now is made
known by the creation of the New Covenant by
Christ. We have already found out that Christ
was and is free to create what is necessary to
complete the church age in the plan of salvation.
This was the creation that was put in place by
Christ that Paul was referring to. Read those
Chapters again. He continues in Chapter 4 by
reinforcing the concept that there is only one
body of Salvation (Eph. 4:3-6).

There are several more Scriptures that could
be used to reinforce this teaching. For example in
I Corinthians 1:20 we find that the Apostle Paul
sets the definite time for us to use, to understand,
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what is being said about being the firstborn, first
begotten, or the first fruits. Paul explains to us
that these Scriptures that talk of Christ being the
FIRST (born, fruit, begotten) become a fact and
start with Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
“But now is CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD,
and become the FIRSTFRUITS of them that
slept” (I Cor. 15:20).

There are more passages but the foundation
for a true understanding has been brought to you
from the Bible, and is laid before your heart for
you to prayerfully digest. As you read and study
to learn more about God and His beloved Son,
keep one thing in mind: I call it the “BIG O”.
When we try to use words to describe God we
use three words that all begin with the letter O.
We say that God is OMNIPOTENT, OMNI-
SCIENT, AND OMNIPRESENT.

Omnipotent means to have unlimited
power or all-powerful.

Omnipresence means the state of being
everywhere at once.

Omniscient means the quality of knowing
all things or universal knowledge.

I would hope that every one would agree
that this is a wonderful simple explanation of the
qualities of God. We have to ask ourselves if
Jesus displays all of these same qualities. After
all if He were a co-equal God then He must be
the same in every way.

Jesus is Omnipotent because we find in
Matthew 18 that God has endowed Jesus with all
power in heaven and in earth. 

We know that Jesus is Omnipresent
because He promised that He would be with
each of us always, and in John 14:23 Jesus
promised that He would be with the Father in
each believer.

However, we cannot say that Jesus is
Omniscient, because even in His resurrected,
eternal condition in Acts 1:7, Jesus told His disci-
ples that He does not know the time when God
will send Him back to earth to reign for 1,000
years. Also, back in Matthew 24:26 Jesus taught
His disciples that nobody on earth, or in heaven
(and that includes the Angels), knows the hour
when Jesus will return. The simple truth is that
Jesus is not Omniscient; and therefore, Jesus
cannot be a co-equal God.

This does not detract from His glory as some
might think. All this study does is to keep us from
breaking God’s Commandments, which tells us
not to put another God in front of Him, or to
create any kind of image to worship. Speaking
of worship, we must worship Jesus, not only
because God said to, but because we want to
express our deepest love and gratitude to Jesus
for what He has done for us and all of our chil-
dren. Amen.

Ken Walker is the Missions Director for the General
Council. He and his family attend the Marceline, MO.
Church. As an Evangelist and Teacher he has conducted
Missions in Ghana, Nigeria and the Philippines.

We then, as workers together with him,
beseech you also that ye receive not

the grace of God in vain.
II Corinthians 6:1
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In St. Luke 6:38 we read, 

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men give
into your bosom. For with the same meas-
ure that ye mete withal it shall be meas-
ured to you again.

No doubt you have heard this before.  Giving is
like sewing seed; you sew or plant a seed and it
will change to bring forth a plant bearing much
seed or fruit.

Another saying that is quite popular is: It takes
money to make money.

King Solomon in Proverbs 11:25 wrote, The liber-
al soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth
shall be watered also himself. Therefore, it would
stand to reason that if you want to receive, you
must be a liberal giver.

When a person plants a seed, waters it and nur-
tures it, receiving the fruit from their labours will
be more likely. It seems that everyone loves a
person that is a giver of gifts.

In Isaiah 32:8 the Prophet Isaiah wrote, The lib-
eral deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things
shall he stand.  
Think big, receive big.  Think little/do little; the
results will be to receive little.

We read in I Chronicles 29:5b, Who then is will-
ing to consecrate his service this day unto the
LORD?

Are you willing to give or consecrate your life to
Jesus? If we are willing to give our life to Jesus,
then He will give His ALL to us. I can personally
assure you that we cannot out-give God and His
Holy and Righteous son Jesus.

The Apostle Paul in II Corinthians 8:7-12 wrote, 

Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in
faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and
in all diligence, and in your love to us, see
that ye abound in this grace also. I speak
not by commandment, but by occasion of
the forwardness of others, and to prove
the sincerity of your love. For ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his poverty
might be rich. And herein I give my advice:
for this is expedient for you, who have
begun before, not only to do, but also to
be forward a year ago. Now therefore per-
form the doing of it; that as there was a
readiness to will, so there may be a per-
formance also out of that which ye have.
For if there be first a willing mind, it is
accepted according to that a man hath,
and not according to that he hath not.

As we give ourselves to believing and doing
God’s holy written word, we will grow in wisdom,
knowledge and understanding. As we share
the truth of God’s Word to others, our names will
be lifted up before the heavenly Father, His Son
Jesus, and the holy angels in heaven.

By our liberal giving of ourselves and that which
we might have at hand to give, we bring forth
much fruit unto righteousness. No one can be
expected to give more than they have, but if we
have a mind or heart that is willing to give, then
we will do what we can when we can and that is
all that the Lord asks of any of us.

King Solomon in Proverbs 3:9 wrote; Honour the
LORD with thy substance, and with the first-fruits
of all thine increase.

Liberality
By Derwood Stewart

Liberality: The quality or state of being liberal; the tendency of giving freely and generously;
the act of being tolerant of the ideas or behavior of others.
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Here, Solomon is speaking of tithing. A person
that gives tithes to the ministry of the gospel as
though they were giving unto Jesus, can expect
to be blessed, rising up and laying down, going
out and coming in, and when they are just walk-
ing around. The Lord is not forgetful to bless
those who do His work.

We read in Psalms 112:1-9 where Kind David
wrote, 

PRAISE ye the LORD. Blessed is the man
that feareth the LORD, that delighteth
greatly in his commandments. His seed
shall be mighty upon earth: the generation
of the upright shall be blessed. Wealth and
riches shall be in his house: and his right-
eousness endureth for ever. Unto the
upright there ariseth light in the darkness:
he is gracious, and full of compassion, and
righteous. A good man sheweth favour,
and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with
discretion. Surely he shall not be moved
for ever: the righteous shall be in everlast-
ing remembrance. He shall not be afraid
of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in
the LORD. His heart is established, he shall
not be afraid, until he see his desire upon
his enemies. He hath dispersed, he hath
given to the poor; his righteousness
endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalt-
ed with honour.

David said it all; there just isn’t any way that the
Liberal Soul can be anything but blessed. Even
though things may seem tough at times, the Lord
is always standing nearby to lend a hand in a
time of need. Praise His Holy Name!

King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 11:1 wrote; Cast
thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it
after many days.

Sometimes it may seem that the blessings that
you are desiring are never going to come. But
what we need to keep in mind is that God is
never late; He is always on time.

In Psalms 41:1-2 King David wrote,

BLESSED is he that considereth the poor:
the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble.
The LORD will preserve him, and keep him
alive; and he shall be blessed upon the
earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto
the will of his enemies.

No doubt we all will see difficult times come, but
our Lord is ever near to lend a helping hand and
He’s always just in time.

Would you like to be kept or taken care of when
everything around you is falling apart? I’m sure
that your answer to this question would be a
resounding, “yes.” The best way for us to be sure
that we will have what we need when we need it
is to love the Lord with all our heart, spirit, soul
and body, and with our substance too.

In I Chronicles 22:19 we read,

Now set your heart and your soul to seek
the LORD your God; arise therefore, and
build ye the sanctuary of the LORD God, to
bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD,
and the holy vessels of God, into the
house that is to be built to the name of the
LORD.

We must rise up and be about doing the service
of the Lord.

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 4:28 wrote, Let
him that stole steal no more: but rather let him
labour, working with his hands the thing which is
good, that he may have to give to him that
needeth.

We may not think that we have anything to give
but everyone has something that they can give. If
nothing else, we can give our time in prayer for
the body of Christ, the Church, and for the lost
souls that need to find Jesus.

We read in Acts 20:35, I have shewed you all
things, how that so labouring ye ought to support
the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give
than to receive.
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If we have the physical ability, we might want to
give of our time cleaning up around the church
building that we attend. If we notice that some-
one who is normally at service is missing, we
might want to call that person on the phone, send
an email, drop in for a visit to see if there is a
problem of some sort, or just to let them know
that they were missed. Remember, the person
that gives sparingly, receives sparingly, but the
person that gives liberally, receives abundantly.

Derwood A. Stewart, Minister
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries
http://preachersteacher.org

HOW DO YOU MEASURE UP?
Part 2

As a disciple of Christ we should strive to be LIKE Christ—teaching, healing, and showing
compassion, love and forgiveness. We not only should TRY to be like Christ but be part of the body
of Christ (Colossians 2:6).

The chorus to the song If We Are the Body says much about being a part of the body of Christ
(I Corinthians 12:14), it ready:

If we are the body
Why aren’t His arms reaching?
Why aren’t His hands healing?
Why aren’t His words teaching?
And if we are the body
Why aren’t his feet going?
Why is His love not showing
them there is a way?

Are YOU a part of the body of Christ? What part? The arms of compassion, the hands of heal-
ing, the lips that teach His word, the missionary’s traveling feet, the heart of love and forgiveness
toward the unsaved? We all have at least one god-given gift to help us be part of His body, working
together as one.

If we are making excuses, criticizing, gossiping and not working to our full potential, then our
part of the body becomes weak and does not function properly which is turn affects the WHOLE
body.

We must support and edify the whole body to work as God intended it by building up each
other in love (Ephesians 4:16).

So, how are YOU measuring up?
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Ever wonder what is really means to ponder on
something? And I’m not talking about mulling an
issue over in your mind until it becomes full blown
worry. No, I’m talking about letting issues roll
around a while in your heart and mind until you’re
sure that God has given you an answer.

It has always fascinated me to read of how
Mary, the mother of Jesus, kept in her heart those
things that happened along the way in her son’s life.

When I think of her I imagine her having a
small box where she would place those things that
she did not understand. And every now and then,
when she was alone, she would take them out—han-
dling them with her thoughts and imagination—and
wonder what they meant. And I’m not completely
convinced that Mary understood all that happened
to her son, even when he was hanging on the cross,
but I believe that she came to accept God’s presence
in his life and the works that followed him.

I have learned from my own experiences that
all of us, in this life, have or will have things to pon-
der that just do not make sense. And the more you
try to understand, the more confused your thoughts
will become.

There are, as the word says, “mysteries of God
that are beyond finding out.”If we cannot come to
an understanding in our hearts after pondering
something for a great amount of time, we, like
Mary, must place it back in the box and let it go;
resting in the hope that God sees our pondering and
will show us the answer when the time is right. If
there is an answer. And perhaps that is the whole
concept of pondering. We simply have times of
meditative thoughts with no definitive answers. It is
just simply what it is.

~ Reflection with Definitions ~

***The Strong’s Greek definition of the word, “pon-
der” means: to bring together in one’s mind, to con-
fer with one’s self. The word “confer” reads like this:
to consult together on some special subject.

***The word ponder in the Webster’s dictionary
states that it comes from the Latin word: “Pondero”
and means: to weigh. To weigh carefully in the
mind: to think about: to reflect upon: to examine
carefully, to think, to muse: to deliberate: with, on
or over something.

***Now the word, “Muse” means: to dawdle, loiter,
idleness. From this word comes the prefix, to pon-
der. To be absent in mind, to think or meditate.

***The word, “Dawdle” means: to waste time. And
the word, “Loiter” means: to spend time idly: to
hang about.

***The word, “Deliberate” means: to weigh the con-
sequences or results in the mind previous to action;
to pause and consider; to ponder, reflect, cogitate or
debate with one’s self.

Of all the explanations for the word ponder; I
believe that I enjoy the word, “Deliberate”, the best.
I tend to believe that this is what God does when He
ponders the heart of man. He sees what the result of
man’s end will be, before it even happens. This is
how he knows our end from our beginning.

Proverbs 21:2,
“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes:
but the LORD pondereth the hearts.”

We see with this scripture that even God him-
self “pondered” what is in the heart of man.

Proverbs 5:21,
“For the ways of man are before the eyes of
the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.”

~ Meditate with Scriptures ~

Proverbs 24:8-12,
“He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a
mischievous person. The thought of foolish-
ness is sin: and the scorner is an abomina-
tion to men. If thou faint in the day of adver-
sity, thy strength is small. If thou forbear to

Ponder
~ To meditate or reflect ~

By Lynne Stewart
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deliver them that are drawn unto death, and
those that are ready to be slain; If thou
sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he
that pondereth the heart consider it? and he
that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it?
and shall not he render to every man accord-
ing to his works?”

Proverbs 4:18-24,
“But the path of the just is as the shining
light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day. The way of the wicked is as
darkness: they know not at what they stum-
ble. My son, attend to my words; incline
thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not
depart from thine eyes; keep them in the
midst of thine heart. For they are life unto
those that find them, and health to all their
flesh. Keep thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life. Put away from
thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put
far from thee. Let thine eyes look right on,
and let thine eyelids look straight before
thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all
thy ways be established. Turn not to the
right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot
from evil.”

Proverbs 5:3-6,
“For the lips of a strange woman drop as an
honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother
than oil: But her end is bitter as wormwood,
sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go
down to death; her steps take hold on hell.
Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life,
her ways are moveable, that thou canst not
know them.”

St. Luke 2:15-19,
“And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shep-
herds said one to another, Let us now go
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us. And they came with
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger. And when they had
seen it, they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this child.
And all they that heard it wondered at those
things which were told them by the shep-
herds. *But Mary kept all these things, and
pondered them in her heart.”

St. Luke 2:28-35,
“Then took he him up in his arms, and
blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy sal-
vation, Which thou hast prepared before the
face of all people; A light to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.
And Joseph and his mother marveled at
those things which were spoken of him. And
Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary
his mother, Behold, this child is set for the
fall and rising again of many in Israel; and
for a sign which shall be spoken against;
(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own
soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed.”

***The word, “marvel” means: an object of great
astonishment; to be struck with surprise.

I think that the word “marveled” here is inter-
esting. Jesus and the journey that He was about to
undertake was truly an object of great astonish-
ment. (Jesus being the son of a carpenter and con-
sidered by many to be unlearned, many marveled at
the parables and questions that He posed to the
scribes/Pharisees, doctors, fishermen, tax collec-
tors, etc).

St. Luke 2:48-51,
“And when they saw him, they were amazed:
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast
thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father
and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he
said unto them, How is it that ye sought me?
wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s
business? And they understood not the say-
ing which he spake unto them. And he went
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and
was subject unto them: but his mother kept
all these sayings in her heart.”

~ Consider with Words ~

**Ponder our “goings” (Every step that we take dur-
ing every day)

**Ponder our “hearts” (What is hidden inside and
what effects our emotions)

**Ponder all “things” (Every day happenings that
fill our time)
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**Ponder our “sayings” (What comes out of our
mouth, whether out loud or in secret)

**Ponder the “path of life” (From our beginning to
our end. What does God want?)

**Ponder the “path of our feet” (Are our steps led of
God, or man driven?)

As we look at what the world is going through
today: people are afraid of one another, road rage
killings, financial devastations, parents no longer in
control of their children and many raising their
children to believe in everything but God; not to
mention the wrong that is happening in the church-
es: the taking out of the alters from the sanctuaries
right along with the Ten Commandments. Churches
are becoming a law unto themselves by making up
their own rules and taking up of arms.

Too many people are being led by their own
way of thinking, being controlled by presumptuous
sins and for the most part just simply wanting
things to go the way that is easy. All over America
we can see how making hasty decisions has opened
the door for the ruin of our country, our homes and
our churches. This kind of thinking is destroying
the fabric of our society that once knitted us togeth-
er with God’s plan. The fray of any material is its
ruin and when we don’t take time to consider/to
ponder the things in life, we will pay the price. So
don’t be afraid to ponder, there is a reason for it.

Just taking the time to pray, to breathe, to
meditate and consider, can bring us closer to God,
closer to His direction, give us back control over our
own actions and bring us that lasting peace that all
of us so deeply desire.

Lynne Stewart
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries

2014 Camp Meeting Media
CD’s  $5.00 each / DVD’s  $8.00 each (unedited)

Restoration by Paul Woods

Restoration Blueprint by Ken Walker

Let Go and Let God by Manny Molinar

Restoration by Declaration by Jon Carson

The Beloved Psalms by Calvin Burrell

Is this the Time When You 
Will Restore the Kingdom? By Monico Muffley

How to Get Rid of Some
of Those Waves by Rodney Boone
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A Part of the Family of God
This is the second article in the series for newly declared Christians.

You are baptized and now a member of the family of God. What can you expect? The family
exists to encourage, inspire, praise, educate, and help each other. So too the church is to encour-
age, edify, exalt, equip and support new members. Do you see the similarities?

Once you become a member of the family of God, your problems aren’t over. You will be
tested in ways and times you least expect. But you now have a family to help you fight the ongo-
ing battle with sin. Learning to talk to God, the head of the family, through Christ, in prayer is a
vital skill in warfare with sin. God has a plan for your life and wants to help you overcome your
common problems and give you a sense of purpose. A clear goal will build morale, allow you to
concentrate on God’s Word, reduce worldly frustrations, assess moral values and encourage har-
monious cooperation with the rest of the family.

Now that you know about the family of God and your part as a member, you need to get a lit-
tle more familiar with your “guidebook for life,” the Bible. The first challenge in the ____ ACTS
was learning the books of the Bible, now let’s get more acquainted with the Bible by locating the
books. 

There is a game called “sword drill” that can be played with 4 or more players. 
One person picks a verse in secret. Everyone else keeps their Bibles closed until the person says
the verse (i.e. Acts 4:1), then says “go.” The first person to find and start reading the verse gets a
point. Then the person who read the verse picks out the next verse. This can also be a team
game.

Second Challenge: Pray at least once a day, not including mealtime graces. Thank God for
all He’s done for you and your family and talk to Him about what is important to you. Then listen
quietly for a time.




