
ACTS July/August 2015ACTS
Advocating Christ the Savior

July/August 2015



Table of Contents

Just a Touch of Love
by Katrina

page 4

Dark Age of America
by Steven Monroe and Dale Dutt

page 6

Impetince
by Derwood Stewart

page 11

Letter from the General Council 
President 

By Rodney Boone
page 14

Daughters of the King letter 
by MaryAnn Syvanen

page 15

Any opinions or viewpoints that are publiished 
in this magazine are directly from the  
contributing author(s) and do not necessarily 
represent the beliefs or viewpoints of the Gen-
eral Council Churches of God Seventh Day Inc.

Advocating Christ the Savior
Our purpose:  The ACTS is published by the Church of God Publishing House to advance the 
Gospel message around the world and to promote the general welfare of the Churches of God, 
7th Day, as a whole.

General Council Board:  President—Rodney Boone; Vice President—Roger Boone; 
Committeemen—Craig Moore, Jonathan Carson, Jim Flannery, Ken Walker.

Subscriptions:  There is no subscription price for this magazine.  It is paid for by freewill 
offerings.  We are a non-profit ministry and welcome your financial participation.  Donations are 
greatly appreciated.  There is no subscription price for this magazine; however, the suggested 
donation is $4.75 or $47.50 annually.  Checks may be made out to the Church of God Publishing 
House. 

Articles:  ACTS accepts manuscripts from freelance writers.  Write to us for writer’s guidelines 
and a free sample copy of the magazine.

Publisher:  Church of God Publishing House / 1827 W 3rd ST /  
    Meridian, ID  83646-1653.

Staff:   Craig Moore--Editor, Manny Molinar--Assistant Editor;  
          Randy Sedlacek—Production Manager 
          

Contact Us:
 General CounCil ChurChes of God (Seventh) day, Inc.,    
 Headquarters Meridian, Idaho
 Church of God Publishing House
 1827 W 3rd ST
 Meridian ID  83646-1653

 Phone:   (208)  888-3380 Fax:  (208)  888-6670   
 Web:   www.actsforgod.org 
 E-mails:  adminasst@cogpublishing.org    
  editor_acts@hotmail.com    
  prayer_acts@hotmail.com    
  orders_acts@hotmail.com 

Statement of Beliefs:

1.  The Bible to be the inspired Word of God, God the Father is the supreme   Deity, Jesus Christ 
is the only begotten Son of God, and the Holy Spirit is the 
promised Comforter.

2.  In the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; His virgin birth; His sinless life; His 
miracles; His vicarious and atoning death; His bodily resurrection late on the Sabbath day; His 
ascension to the right hand of God in heaven; and His personal return to establish His kingdom 
and rule this earth in great power and glory.

3.  The only means of being cleansed from sin is through repentance and faith in the precious 
blood of Jesus and obedience to our Lord’s command to be baptized (immersed) in the Name of 
Christ for the remission of sins.

4.  That by faith we may receive healing for our bodies. 

5.  The Scriptures enjoin the observance of the Ten Commandments, including the observance of 
the Seventh Day Sabbath (commonly called Saturday) to be observed from sunset on Friday until 
sunset on Saturday.

6.  The Lord’s Supper and foot washing should be observed once a year at the proper and 
appointed time.

7.  In the resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust, the just to eternal life and the 
unjust to eternal death.

8.  The dead are in a state of no consciousness.

9.  The true church organization taught in the Bible is local autonomy and that the Bible name for 
the church is THE CHURCH OF GOD.

10.  That the tests of Christian fellowship are the Commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

July/August  2015         Volume  73                       Number  4

2

ACTS



Howdy!

As you are now aware (since you are so keenly reading this 
letter), I am now the new editor of the ACTS. Please bear with 
me as I relearn publishing software and design, it has been 
awhile! But I am excited about this new chapter in my life and 
have a vision for the ACTS magazine to:

1) renew its commitment to Godly teaching  
2) strengthen its usefulness as an outreach tool 
3) be utilized to bond us all together in unity toward the common 
goals of spreading the gospel, loving the brothers and sisters in Christ, and sharing how God 
is moving in each of our lives. 

I hope that all of you will join me in bringing all of these goals to fruition. I can’t do it alone! 
Together, we can accomplish the work of the Lord. 

I would also like to share something that God has been teaching me. In 1 John 4:7, the Bible 
says “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God.”  Earlier in the chapter, John writes “This is how we 
know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us and we ought to lay down our lives 
for our brothers.” Our love for one another should be modeled after the love of Christ for us. 
Talk about a tall order! It is really hard for my mind to wrap around the kind of love that Christ 
had, since we see no perfect examples in life. But with Christ in mind, we can understand the 
love of God and Jesus.  

Are you showing that love for the brothers and sisters in Christ? I know that I am not, but I 
pray that I will get closer and closer every day and try to put it to practice faithfully. Let us 
continue in love that love may abound.

Love in Christ,

Craig Moore 
Editor, ACTS Magazine

P.S. Check out 1 Peter 2:17! “Honor all men. Love the Brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
king.”
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Just A Touch of Love
By Katrina

There have been so many times in my life 
when it seems like I have been touched by the 
actions of another person at exactly the precise time 
when I needed it most.  I will always remember 
my mom telling me the story of the week she went 
without electricity in a terrible ice storm.  She had 
no heat, the cook stove was electric and she had no 
way of heating food.  She always laughs and says 
“it’s not like I would have starved.  I had plenty to 
eat and plenty of blankets to keep from freezing, 
but you just don’t know how nice it is to have a hot 
meal until that ability is taken away from you.  And 
when you’re sitting in the cold, something hot is 
about all you think about.”  She said that on the 5th 
day, she was brought to tears.  She prayed, “Lord, 
just a cup of soup.  Is that too much to ask?”  Later 

that day, she got 
a phone call 
from a woman 
in her Bible 
Study class 
that said her 
husband was 
bringing soup 
over in his 4 
wheel drive 
pickup.  She 
couldn’t believe 
someone would 

brave the storm and get out on the 4 inch thick icy 
roads to deliver soup.  Ten minutes later, she had hot 
soup in her hands.  Yeah, God works like that.  You 
can say it was coincidence, happenstance, I’m just a 
Bible thumper or a story teller, but I know without 
a doubt with 100% certainty that God answered her 
prayer.  Yes, sometimes the answer isn’t what we 
would like, the answer wasn’t that the electricity 
came back on or that she instantly had 
everything her heart desired.  But just a 
touch of God’s love is sufficient, to let us 
know that He is there.  He will never leave 
us or forsake us.  He will send an angel to 
minister unto us in our time of need, and He 
will touch us to comfort us when we need 
it most.  Just a small thing, can mean so much to 
someone else.

With this in mind, I have always prayed that 
God would use me as an instrument to do this for 
someone else.  That I might be a means to show that 
touch of love in someone else’s life.  To be a part 
of that story that someone tells others as a witness 
of God’s love and grace, what greater thing could 
any of us do in this life?  Well, I’m honored to say 
I had the chance to put this prayer into practice in a 
powerful way.  You all have probably heard it said 
“be careful what you pray for?”  Yeah, well maybe 
I should have thought about that a little more before 
uttering this prayer so often.

I have to start this story with a little 
background of my life.  I have always struggled with 
asthma the majority of my life.  As a child, I always 
knew I had times when I would have to concentrate 
on breathing.  It makes no sense to anyone without 
this condition, but if you take slow deep breaths 
and focus on each breath, it takes away the panic 
of feeling like you are not getting enough air into 
your lungs.  So I would concentrate on breathing 
and alleviate my asthma attacks without medication.  
As I grew older, I turned to inhalers and asthma 
medication to help me breath.  Because I have 
asthma, I am more susceptible to getting colds and 
unfortunately when I get a cold, it tends to make the 
asthma worse.  In addition, the asthma medication 
also lowers my immune system making it even more 
important to stay away from sickness as much as 
possible.  With all this said, I have felt the call of 
God for some time now to witness to a relative of 
mine.  His name is Morris.  Morris is a 90 year old 
man who has never gone to church, has led a moral 
life, but is the rough kind of guy who yells a lot and 
has never really shown affection to anyone.  Most 
would probably say he was a hard stubborn kind 

of man that just lived his life on the farm making 
his own way.  He really doesn’t have anybody in 
his life.  He is now living in a nursing home, but he 
still gets around with no signs of dementia.  I have 

 
...just a touch of God’s love is sufficient...
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been visiting him for a few years now and found 
that I look forward to our visits.  It seems he always 
teaches me something I did not know with each 
visit.  I take him for rides in the country and just let 
him talk.  I feel privileged that he feels he can open 
up to me and that God has given us a bond.

Morris took ill three weeks ago and was 
sent to the hospital with pneumonia.  I have been 
traveling a lot with my job and spend weeks away 
from home, but I found myself with a week off the 
week he went to the hospital.  Now with knowing 
my background, a germy hospital is not a place 
I want to go and certainly is not a place I should 
be.  However, I felt a pull to be there for him so I 
went each day and sat beside him as he coughed.  I 
watched as he held the mucus ridden Kleenex in 
his hand and would rub his dripping nose with his 
fingers as we talked or would hack a hunk of yellow 
mucus into a spit cup.  We talked about things we 
had never talked about before.  It seemed like the 
feeling of electricity to me as the power of God’s 
spirit vibrated through the room as we talked about 
God’s love, about his peace, about his comfort, 
about accepting Jesus Christ as his personal savior, 
about what God had done in my life, how God could 
fill him with the Holy Spirit and about death.  Each 
day he would allow me to pray with him (something 
that we had never done together).  On the last day 
before I had to go back to work, a two week trip, he 
looked at me with the saddest eyes and said “two 
weeks is an awfully long time.”  My heart broke as 
I knew that the time that we spent together meant so 
much to him.  He held out that mucus ridden hand 
and I didn’t hesitate a moment to grab it and hold 
it tight as we prayed together.  I have no idea what 
words I said as the Spirit took over.  I just knew the 
words were flowing and I looked up and saw the 
tears running down his face and I knew whatever 
the Spirit was saying were words he needed to hear 
as this was a man that never cried, and that never 
held someone’s hand.  Before I left, I leaned down 
and received a loving embrace knowing this was 
probably the first hug and maybe the last hug this 
man would ever give.

Now I wish that I could say that I did not 
get sick from spending a week in the hospital, but 
the second week of my trip, I ended up visiting the 
hospital for a different reason.  After receiving a 
steroid shot, antibiotics, steroids, inhalers and nasal 
spray, I lay in my hotel room coughing and sweating 

and wheezing, 
concentrating 
on my 
breathing, 
just one 
breath Lord, 
Thank you 
Jesus, please 
just another 
breath Lord, 
oh Thank 
you Jesus 
– this was 
my breathing 
routine throughout the night.  I thought to myself, 
well if I die, it was worth it.  “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.”  John 15:13.  I had complete peace in the 
midst of my storm.  

At the worst, after 3 nights of no sleep and 
endless coughing and wheezing, I remember crying 
and praying that God just take my life to end the 
suffering or, if I was to live, that He give me just 4 
hours of sleep.  “Just 4 hours Lord, is that too much 
to ask?”  Practically instantly, the sweating stopped 
and I could feel the cool air in the room.  I thought 
to myself, “well, I’m going to try and lay down.”  I 
laid down and looked up at the clock and realized 4 
hours had passed.  I got up and used my nebulizer 
(machine to help me breath) and laid down again.  
I looked up and 4 hours had passed once again.  I 
thought to myself, “I asked for 4 hours and God 
gave me a double portion.” Just a touch of love 
– thank you Jesus for giving me the answer to that 
prayer.  Yes, I am still sick, but God is my strength.  
Yes I am weak, but he is strong.  Praise be to God 
for his loving touch that lets us know that he is 
there, no matter what, no matter where.

Yes there are natural consequences for the 
things that we do.  I knew going to the hospital 
could make me sick.  I had mentally counted the 
cost, but I knew that it was worth it.  In fact, paying 
the price made it even that much more special.  If 
everything was easy, would it really mean anything?  
The work you put in makes the payment even 
sweeter.  After all, there is nothing sweeter than 
the satisfaction of a job well done (something that 
seems to becoming lost in our current day and age).  
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There are natural consequences for our actions.  I hear so often, if God loves us, why does He 
allow suffering?  Do we ever stop to think that it is because of the lack of God in our life that causes our 
suffering?  The natural consequence of not keeping God at the center of our life.  Or that our suffering is 
God’s call to us to come to him for relief and rest so that we may know that he is God.  How else can He 
get our attention?  

Because I live, I know that I still have work to do and I pray once again that I be a touch of love 
in someone else’s life, no matter the price.  I accept the consequences for my actions.  The next day I was 
watching “Sister Act” on television where the nuns are cleaning up the neighborhood and bringing people 
into the church and in the background the song “Just a Touch of Love, just a touch of love” is playing and I 
sat and cried.  Yes Lord, I get the message.  Let us be a touch of love in someone’s life as you are that touch 
of love in ours.  Let us lead by example, no matter the consequence.  There is a lot of work that needs to be 
done.  Let’s get busy!  

Bio:  Katrina resides in Hiawatha, Kansas and enjoys writing Christian articles in her spare 
time.  She has a Master’s Degree in Business Administration, and as well as teaching College 
Business courses, she travels throughout the United States as a Federal Auditor.  Katrina has 
two grown children, Adam and Charity, who also reside in Kansas.

In writing this letter, I am not sure if I am like most Americans in my thinking, however I am sure of the 
foundational and historical truth that is available to all of us on the internet. This dissertation will explore our common 
belief of liberty of conscience or expose our differences of freewill. The expressed hope here is that by discovery 
you the reader will pass this letter onto others to awaken them to the dangers of freewill, causing the fire of liberty to 
liberate us from this present darkness in our country.

In my opinion, our situation in this country and the world is a need for leaders exemplifying these action-
oriented precepts leadership, integrity, vision, vigilance, valor, courage, and ability to unify others. We do not need 
more willable solutions like a plan, a change, defense, strength, money, their education, weapons, executive orders, 
and legal solutions (statutory schemes). These lead to self-will by use of freewill. 

This is not just a philosophical crisis. Men of sound mind must take up spiritual arms1, wake up watchman! 
We do not need the most educated. Nor do we need those of high social standing; we need people who have emptied 
themselves of “freewill.”2 Freewill is the conundrum that stymies us all and reflects in our society’s moral degradation 
right down to every single thought.3 

Now before you jump ship, answer this question for yourself. Given the choice, which one would you choose? 
Liberty or freewill? I have come to my own conclusion we cannot have both or we become unstable in all our ways.4 

1  “2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (King James Version) - Bible Gateway.” 2009. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
?search=2+Corinthians+10%3A4-5&version=KJV>
2  “Free Will (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy).” 2002. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/freewill/>
3  “Sentinel of Liberty - General Conference Archives.” 2011. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.adventistarchives.org/documents.
asp?CatID=216&SortBy=0&ShowDateOrder=True>
4  “James 1:8 KJV - A double minded man is unstable in all - Bible ...” 2009. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?search=James+1%3A8&version=KJV>

The Dark Age of America By Steven Monroe & Dale Dutt 
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The reasoning for this position is that, in the case of 
freewill, a man is subject to his own passions and his own 
standard of truth, whatsoever it may be.5 

The other side of this position supposes 
someone’s standard other than our own is in control here, 
we know Him as the Creator.  The Creator is ever-active 
through His creation and His word that is the “Authorized 
King James Bible” it is His only standard we may view 
Him through, for reasons of corruption678. 

Liberty of conscience is founded on an involved 
Creator, actively guiding your life by His word9 Philippians 
2:5 states “LET” this mind be “IN” “YOU”, that is also in 
Christ Jesus. This axiom is unavoidable, if you are his. 
Freewill looks like John 9:4110 this notion also includes the 
assumption that freewill is your right to choose. Which the 
Creator has also given you out of love He will not compel 
you to love Him; our fall in the garden was due to Freewill 
winning over liberty of conscience.

Freewill creates the opportunity for victimization, 
self-indulgence, and every other vice. The Bible calls 
it the whirlwind11. Our nation when it was a republic1213 
was vigilant to check itself against the Creator’s standard 
the law. Today the Simpson’s are taught as American 

5  “John 1:1-14 (King James Version) - Bible Gateway.” 
2009. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
?search=John+1%3A1-14&version=KJV>
6  “English Revised Version (1881) - Bible Research.” 24 
Oct. 2012 <http://www.bible-researcher.com/erv.html>
7  “BIBLE VERSIONS ... Modern Translations and Trans-
lators.” 2002. 24 Oct. 2012 <http://www.avoiceinthewilderness.
org/vital/kjv/verpart1-6.html>
8  “The Conspiracy Behind the New Bible Translations 
| Bible.org ...” 2009. 24 Oct. 2012 <http://bible.org/article/con-
spiracy-behind-new-bible-translations>
9  “Philippians 2:5 - Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ ...” 2010. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.godvine.com/
bible/Philippians/2-5>
10  “John 9:41 (King James Version) - Bible Gateway.” 
2009. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
?search=John+9%3A41&version=KJV>
11  “Hosea 8:7 - King James Bible Online.” 2007. 19 Oct. 
2012 <http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hosea-8-7/>
12  “What Happened To The Constitution.” 2010. 23 Oct. 
2012 <http://www.slideshare.net/RAPNC/what-happened-to-the-
constitution>
13  “U.S LEGAL HISTORY.” 2004. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://
www.stevegartin.com/legalshisory.htm>

social standard.14 Each citizen carried out vigilance. 
Each checking themselves and pointing out to others the 
Creator is standard, not in judgments of an error, but as a 
pointer back to the Creator, to His high perfect standard to 
attain to “His perfect example The Holy Bible”.  

Vision was a standard in America and was able 
to see and experience, from the farmer to the public 
official, to the family the American dream was visionary. 
The statement has been made “America is great because 
she is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, she 
will cease to be great.”15 There is no one good but God16. 
So to update this to a proper perspective in liberty of 
conscience I state that the Creator must be the standard 
bearer the same one of our declaration  applying His 
sword of truth “The Bible” God’s law must guide the 
individual’s heart or the people or this country will quickly 
come to destruction.

Has this situation happened before in history? 
Moreover, if it has, we must call it what it is most like. 
This is our dark age and can be identified as, “The dark 
age of America.” The tools are no longer the noose or the 
rack. The tool and weapon used now is for your mind. 
The weapons are sophisticated tools of torture unlike 
the past. Back then, you could have been burned at the 
stake, hung, drawn and quartered, put to the rack, or 
locked away forever in a damp dungeon somewhere. 
I will not say these will not be brought back into play 
again. However, the weapons are more pervasive and 
deceptive; 100 versions of  the Bible, Courts or churches, 
Psychology17, Dynamic Equivalence18, lack of cognitive 
dissonance and effeminization of the minds of men19, 
14  “The 15 Strangest College Courses In America - On-
line Colleges.” 2009. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.onlinecolleges.
net/2009/02/25/the-15-strangest-college-courses-in-america/>
15  “The Tocqueville Fraud.” 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.
tocqueville.org/pitney.htm>
16  “Romans 3:10 As it is written: “There is no one righ-
teous, not even one;.” 2004. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://bible.cc/ro-
mans/3-10.htm>
17  “Who Is the Father of Psychology?.” 2011. 19 Oct. 
2012 <http://psychology.about.com/b/2011/11/15/who-is-the-fa-
ther-of-psychology.htm>
18  “NIDA’S THEORY OF DYNAMIC EQUIVALENCE.” 
2010. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://addletonacademicpublishers.com/
abstracts/linguistic-and-philosophical-investigations/volume-9-
2010/nidas-theory-of-dynamic-equivalence.html>
19  “1 Corinthians 6:9 KJV - Know ye not that the unrigh-
teous shall ...” 2009. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.
com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A9&version=KJV>
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Self-help, a group for “every -ism”, medication, love grown 
cold(family slayings/suicides), multiple killings in public 
places, divorce rate.

Satan has not been lax in fine-tuning his 
weapons; His goal is to keep us right where we are in 
our carnal nature, destroying many with peace20. Satan 
cannot control liberty of conscience. Think for yourself 
with a right understanding of liberty21. Reject freewill 
through acknowledging your sinful nature and repenting 
of it. The veil of freewill in your mind will be rent and the 
bright light of truth and the divine nature of the creator 
flies into the depth of your understanding. Only you can 
make this decision and as some may know, a legal maxim 
of law states, not making the decision is accepting the 
alternative, which in this article is clearly freewill.

The challenge in understanding liberty of 
conscience and identifying freewill is ultimately your 
choice. Currently the nation’s station in life, live, eat, drink 
and be merry and party, for tomorrow you may die is the 
opiate of the masses. The path to a proper government 
and nation lies within each one of us, your “FREEWILL 
OFFERING TO THE CREATOR.” In other words give the 
Creator your freewill. Take up liberty of conscience, which 
is life, a life guided by the spirit and power of the Creator 
and His word, which is the son of righteousness. Be 
guided and delivered into His hand. Not “my will” but “thy 
will” be done, this should be our daily goal22.
           Look at this. God spake all these words23; is there 
any suggestion of choice? Is there freewill in “thou shalt 
not”? Genesis 4:724 makes it is even clearer, “If thou 
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? How many times 
have we heard “Oh, Adam and Eve got a raw deal they 
could choose to obey or not to obey? God loves man and 

20  “Daniel 8:23-25 KJV - And in the latter time of their 
- Bible Gateway.” 2009. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.
com/passage/?search=Daniel+8%3A23-25&version=KJV>
21  “Romans 6:16 (King James Version) - Bible Gateway.” 
2009. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
?search=Romans+6%3A16&version=KJV>
22  “1 Corinthians 15 (King James Version) - Bible 
Gateway.” 2009. 19 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15&version=KJV>
23  “Exodus 20:1-17 (King James Version) - Bible Gate-
way.” 2009. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A1-17&version=KJV>
24  “Genesis 4:7 KJV - If thou doest well, shalt thou not be 
- Bible Gateway.” 2009. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.
com/passage/?search=Genesis+4%3A7&version=KJV>

provides us liberty of conscience to share in the divine 
nature and free will to ignore Him as Creator and have 
carnal nature. This is the greatest gift in life. This is true 
love, is it not?

Jesus abided in liberty of conscience and through 
the spirit, he trusted the Father, was led by truth, and 
did not sin. You have a choice to give your will to God. 
You must choose to die to yourself, which is the death of 
freewill.

In order to do this you must consider what 
sin is. You must know what the wages of sin is. You 
must consider what the state of the dead is, as Christ 
understood these things. The only choice is life or death. 
Freewill is death. Liberty of conscience is life. This is a 
daily act, Paul said I die daily.25 In John 11:42 Jesus said, 
speaking to the Father “And I knew that thou hearest me 
always: but because of the people which stand by I said 
[it], that they may believe that thou hast sent me.” This is 
how he lived daily, moment-by-moment, by every word 
that proceeded out of the mouth of God, not trusting in 
his own flesh or freewill but the will of the Father. We 
may have this! Gal 2:20 tells us so.26  “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.”

The Messiah laid down his life for us and we do 
likewise to be partakers in his Kingdom. We have one 
thing to give up, our freewill to sin. We must die to be born 
again.27

We can examine the state of man before and 
after hearkening unto the devil’s first lie, “ye shall 
not surely die.” 28 In the decision and hearkening all 
mankind received freewill, but liberty of conscience was 
25  “Die Daily - Sermon Index.” 2011. 24 Oct. 2012 
<http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=
article&aid=28814>
26  “Galatians 2:20 KJV - I am crucified with Christ: 
- Bible Gateway.” 2009. 24 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.
com/passage/?search=Galatians+2%3A20&version=KJV>
27  “John 3 (King James Version) - Bible Gateway.” 
2009. 24 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/
?search=John+3&version=KJV>
28  “Genesis 3:4 KJV - And the serpent said unto the wom-
an, Ye - Bible ...” 2009. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.
com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A4&version=KJV>
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available and had man chosen God, this letter would be 
unnecessary. This is what mankind and we Americans 
are experiencing without the spirit of God...death. Only 
through the word can man have life. “Neither is there 
salvation in any other, for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.”Acts 4:12 Do you believe this? Can you say we 
need not believe as he did?

Philippians 2:5 states “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” Our only act is to die to 
self. Let, keep, and remember, thou shalt not. In this your 
freewill dies. Let, obedience takes its place, continue 
receiving truth, and remember.29 “If ye abide-(liberty of 
conscience) in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you.” 30

You have liberty of conscience to be led by the 
holy spirit if you obey His word, this is the whole duty 
of man!31 “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Mat. 7:16 
and 20. This is not a new concept as we see here by the 
words of Roger Williams “The civil power does not have 
jurisdiction over the human conscience. Conscience 
belongs to the individual, and is not the property of the 
body politic.”32  “Further all  human  laws which  prescribe  
or  prohibit religious  doctrines  are  damnable and  unjust.  
Magistrates are but the agents of the people; on them no 
spiritual power whatever can ever be conferred.’’33 
 
 In summary, how can we put into words the bane 
of freewill’s cup of wrath? The cost is unfathomable it 
reveals itself in pain and suffering, ruined lives of those 
who partake of it and those who experience its wrath 
by hands of others. In contrast, liberty of conscience is 

29  “Matthew 5:48 KJV - Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your - Bible ...” 2009. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.
com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A48&version=KJV>
30  “JOHN 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ...” 2007. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.kingjames-
bibleonline.org/John-15-7/>
31  “Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (King James Version) - Bible 
Gateway.” 2009. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+12%3A13-14&version=KJV>
32  “Roger Williams.” 2004. 23 Oct. 2012 <http://www.
nndb.com/people/565/000050415/>
33  “The Pearl speaker.” 23 Oct. 2012 <http://books.google.
com/books?id=aYFUAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA82&lpg=PA82&dq=r
oger+williams+The+civil+power+has+no+jurisdiction+over+th
e+human+conscience.&source=bl&ots=2cvBC-qttP&sig=7_
kuM4x-Z9si9hIhgJ3yQg6E9GE>

a lifetime mountaintop journey of spiritual excellence 
and nobility, legacy and visionary, it is easy maybe to 
see here. A life lived out in excellence no matter what 
your station, the cost of liberty requires spiritual death to 
self in order to flourish, freewill ends in death to a future 
unknown to end in judgment. You can return to values 
based on liberty of conscience based on God’s Holy 
Word. The decision is completely and ultimately yours. 
Our nation can be restored, are you ready to make a 
turn? What sayest thou?

Another Campmeeting helper!
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Impenitence: Unrepentant; not expressing remorse for 
ones misdeeds or sins.

In Ezekiel 3:1-5, the Prophet Ezekiel wrote, Moreover he 
said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this 
roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. So I opened 
my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. And he 
said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill 
thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; 
and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. And he 
said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of 
Israel, and speak with my words unto them. For thou art 
not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard 
language, but to the house of Israel;

If we are willing to do that which the Lord has required 
of us, then He will help us to accomplish the doing of 
His Word. The Word of the Lord is Sweet to the Taste 
however, the doing of His Word can be bitter to the flesh 
because the flesh is resistant to change.

The Word of the Lord is for those that are called out and 
chosen to be Saints. Sinners do not have the nature to 
be compliant to the Written Word of God YHWH. The 
sad thing is, that all too many of the Saints are lukewarm 
which makes it difficult for them to hear and comply with 
the Word.
Note: you may want to read the first sixteen verses of this 
chapter for yourself later.

The Prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 13:23-27 wrote, Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? 
Then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do 
evil. Therefore will I scatter them as the stubble that 
passeth away by the wind of the wilderness. This is thy 
lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith the LORD; 
because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in falsehood. 
Therefore will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy 
shame may appear. I have seen thine adulteries, and 
thy neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine 
abominations on the hills in the fields. Woe unto thee, O 
Jerusalem! wilt thou not be made clean? when shall it 
once be?

It is nigh on to impossible for sinners to change their way 

of doing on their own therefore, they need someone to 
help them. That is why God YHWH sent His only begotten 
Son Jesus to save those that are lost in sin.

Here, the Prophet Jeremiah is speaking to the Body of 
Christ, the Saints, those that make up the Church.

The sad thing is that all too many of the Children of God 
have left their first love and have turned to sensualities, 
that which sounds good, looks good and feels good.

These rebellious ones are more difficult to be won than a 
life-long sinner.

The Love of God YHWH is so great that He will let us 
have our own way and be damned. However, it is His Will 
that we turn to Him through the shed Blood of His Son 
Jesus and Live.

We read in St. Matthew 13:15, For this people’s heart 
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and 
I should heal them.

One of the biggest problems of those that are supposedly 
in the Body of Christ is that they are willingly ignorant. 
I have heard some that call themselves Christians say, 
Don’t tell me what I am doing wrong; or I don’t want the 
Pastor coming to my house and see what is there and tell 
me that I shouldn’t be doing this or that.

I don’t know about you, but if someone sees me doing 
something that the Written Word of God does not approve 
of, I want them to tell me because I don’t want anything to 
hindering me entering into the Kingdom of God.

In Isaiah 42:22-25 the Prophet Isaiah wrote, But this is a 
people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared 
in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for 
a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, 
Restore. Who among you will give ear to this? who will 
hearken and hear for the time to come? Who gave Jacob 
for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD, 
he against whom we have sinned? for they would not 
walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law. 
Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, 

Impenitence  Derwood Stewart
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and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round 
about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it 
not to heart.

Since Jesus came in the likeness of sinful flesh, lived 
a sinless life, died on a cruel cross, arose again after 
three days and ascended back to sit at the right hand 
of the Father YHWH, a More Abundant Grace has been 
extended to mankind, favor that we do not deserve.  

In all rights we should have to pay for our transgressions.  
But thanks be to God YHWH for His patience and un-
ding love that He has for us that, we have the opportunity 
to be Saved.  Praise His Holy and Righteous Name for 
Evermore! 

The Prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 6:16 wrote, Thus saith 
the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and 
ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not 
walk therein.

Listen, Saints, we need to go back to the Written Word of 
Truth, the Holy Bible and read, study and do that which is 
Written there-in.  This is our best avenue for Victory.
 
King Solomon in Proverbs 15:10 wrote, Correction is 
grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he that 
hateth reproof shall die.

In other words what Solomon was saying, if you continue 
to do that which is good and right in the sight of the Lord, 
you don’t have anything to worry about.  But a person that 
refuses to hear will inadvertently walk off a cliff and die.

The Prophet Samuel in 1st Samuel 15:23 wrote, For 
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is 
as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the 
word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king.

A person can be called out and chosen by God to be 
one of His Saints but if they refuse to be obedient to 
His bidding they will then be rejected and eventually be 
destroyed.

You might say, I/we don’t serve idols but the Word of God 
plainly says that a person is stubborn to the point of not 

doing what the Written Word of God says that the Saints 
are to do, then your own desires have become your idols, 
making you an idolater.

Note: Exodus 22:18 states: Thou shalt not suffer a witch 
to live. So, if you are inclined to delving into Witch-Craft, 
you may want to reconsider this thought.

In Leviticus 26:21 we read, And if ye walk contrary unto 
me, and will not hearken unto me; I will bring seven times 
more plagues upon you according to your sins.

This should be sufficient a warning to anyone to consider 
their way of life whether or not their choice of life-style is 
worth continuing. I don’t think I would like to have seven 
times more troubles than I have already gone through.

We read in Revelation 2:5, Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; 
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

If you can’t remember from where you have fallen, 
perhaps you have not been on top yet. If that is the case, 
today is the day of Salvation. Choose Jesus and the 
Written Word of God and Live. This is Good News! 

However, if you have known the Way of Truth and 
have strayed from the Path of Righteousness, please, 
please hear the call, repent and walk in the Path of 
Righteousness so, that you might Live with the Saints in 
Light when Jesus returns to receive His own to be with 
Him in Glory. This is very good news!

Derwood A. Stewart, Minister
House of Prayer Sabbath Ministries
http://preachersteacher.org
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President’s letter
Camp-meeting has come and gone, and the good, the 
bad, and the beautiful have been evaluated. As usual, 
the anticipation of camp-meeting was enjoyable, the 
rigors of keeping things organized was stressful, and 
the spiritual highs were emotional. My memories of 
camp-meetings of the past remind me of what my 
Lord has done for me.
 
Two things pop out at me. Number one, is the memory 
of my own search for God. I was being called, but it 
took a very special man to realize it, and reach out for 
me, while holding on to God. I was resistant to the 
Holy Spirit, even though I had realized my need for a 
Savior. Upon an occasion earlier that year, I had felt 
the desire to give myself to Jesus, but pride, fear and 
a healthy spirit of procrastination prevented me. So 
it was with immense relief, and release, that I finally 
bowed my spirit to Him. It was quite exhilarating to 
have Brother Mark praying over me, and laying his 
hands on me, repeating out loud exactly the words that 
I had just prayed in silence. I thank God to this day for 
that miracle. It was that amazing climax that made me 
realize God was real, He was listening, and He loved 
me.
 
I admit to being fairly skeptical of anything new, 
especially as a teenager. I’m not sure that without that 
special sign, I would have been convinced that what 
I felt as I knelt was real. Sure I felt God’s spirit as I 
prayed, even before Brother Mark repeated my words 
exactly, including even the cadence and emotion that 
I was feeling. But it’s so easy for many to decide after 
they feel God’s spirit, that maybe it was just emotion, 
and that they weren’t speaking to a real God but 
simply praying to an empty heaven. But that sign from 
God that not only was he listening to me, but he was 
speaking back to Brother Mark by putting words in 
his mouth, carried away any possibility of doubt in my 
mind. I was His, and I always will be.
 
The other thing that sticks out to me is the uniqueness 
of my relationship with other Christians. Nowhere else 
but with other Christians do I feel so at peace. And I 
don’t have the depth of relationship with other people 
that I have with my fellow believers. I learned early on 
that I could trust them, and that they had nothing but 
love for me. I looked so forward to going to Camp-
meeting every year, because I knew the people there 

were going to love me, and that I loved them. You 
always met new people and that was special because 
it meant someone new to love. If I had problems I 
wanted to share, I could be sure to have someone to 
share them with who would lighten my load, and make 
me feel that I wasn’t alone.
 
My most important desire is to serve God by serving 
those who are around me. I often worry. Do I exude 
the same love towards others that those who went 
before me demonstrated to me? For me, the church 
is all about loving each other and worshiping God 
together. I feel a great love towards my fellow church 
members, and I strive always to put self aside and 
concentrate on others needs. Since my biggest need is 
to feel loved, I assume the same is true of everyone. 
As Brother Mark demonstrated God’s love to me, I 
try to demonstrated His love to everyone else. It’s not 
always easy, I seem to lack his easy grace. But I do 
what I can, and try to encourage everyone else to do 
the same.

What would happen to a church where people who 
walked into its doors never felt love. I don’t have to 
contemplate that, I’ve seen what happens firsthand. 
The church will die. It simply doesn’t have a reason to 
exist, and it will indeed cease to exist. That thought is 
not a pretty one, and reminds me of Christ’s reference 
to salt that lost its savour found in Matthew 5:13. He 
points out that if it’s not salty, it is worthless and will 
be thrown out.

I’m not so worried that I will lose my savour, but it 
does bear remembering. As Jesus pointed out in verse 
16, we should let our light shine so people will glorify 
our Father in heaven. I want my Father to be glorified 
in me, and I know he won’t be glorified by my 
righteousness, because I have none. But I can glorify 
him by obeying Him and loving those around me. That 
I intend to do. So if you are reading this, know that I 
love you, and I look for an opportunity to show you 
when we meet again.

     Rodney    
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Letter from the Daughters of the King
Lessons I am learning from our show-lambs:

I have always wondered why God choose SHEEP to represent PEOPLE. Never having 
grown up around sheep I believed the stereotype DUMB SHEEP. Far from it! Sheep are 
remarkably clever in their attempts to get what they want.

But the one characteristic of sheep that I find so HUMAN LIKE is their fear of being alone, 
of being different. Instinct tells them a sheep separated from the flock is soon to be eaten! As 
long as the whole flock is going there, doing that, eating this then it must be safe. How much 
like sheep we hate to leave the flock around us, stand alone, or look different. However, like 
my kid’s show-lambs we must learn to trust our shepherd and follow HIM.

Share my challenge this month to find the opportunities to LEAVE THE FLOCK not as a 
stubborn sheep pushing over the fence but as an obedient sheep following our shepherd. 
Watch for the gentle tug of the rope to smile at someone, enjoy the beauty of his creation, or 
stop to chat with a stranger.

Mary Ann Syvanen
Beginning shepherd, 4H leader, mother of 9, wife of Don, Daughter’s of the King President
and most important...a sheep of HIS pasture!

P.O. Box 482
Carpenter, Wy 82054
syvanenm@yahoo.com

A fun craft made with:
6-foot ribbon (wire-edged is best!) 

30-35 jar rings (old ones look best!) 
fruit or leaves 

Directions: Thread rings on ribbon (all facing the same way) cross ribbon and thread back through rings, 
pull tight and knot. Make bow on top with extra ribbon. Glue on fruit and/or leaves as desired.

Craft by Becky Lincoln
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General CounCil ChurChes of God
(seventh) day inC.
1827 West 3rd st
Meridian id  83646-1653

Non-Profit Organization
PAID

Permit Number 25
Meridian, Idaho

 
Contact us at the address above, by phone at (208) 888-3380, or by email at adminasst@cogpublishing.org

We would love to hear from you!

Campmeeting 2015!
 
Have a favorite speaker?  You’re in luck! We have the CDs available for you to listen to, 
anywhere you are! 
 
 Russ McCrea       6-29    1 CD
 Ken Walker       6-30    1 CD
 Ken Walker   Prophecy    7-1    2 CDs
 Rick Van Cleaf      7-1    2 CDs
 Manny Molinar Mission Celebration  7-3    1 CD
 Joel Miller       7-3    1 CD
 Steve Boone       7-4    1 CD
 Rich Odegard Some Only Hear Thunder 7-4     1 CD

CDs are $5 for each selection, regardless of number of discs

 

Have you checked our website? 
You can look us up at www.ACTSforGod.org to 
download magazines or check out our resources.


